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By Bill Forry
Editor

Boston’s newest entry into the race 
for mayor of Boston, John Barros, has 
a skill set and network that make him 
a real contender for the seat— much 
like the four candidates he joined in 
the still-evolving field last Thursday 
morning. But, there’s one element of 
his resume that no other candidate 
now in the race can point to: He has 
done this before.

Barros finished sixth in field of a doz-
en candidates in the city’s preliminary 
mayoral election in Sept. 2013. At the 
time, he was a well-respected leader 
in the city’s non-profit world, having 
run the Dudley Street Neighborhood 

Initiative (DSNI), a community-led 
organization that he has been affiliated 
with since he was a young teen. He 
served as DSNI’s executive director 
for 13 years.

Since 2014, Barros has been a mem-
ber of Mayor Walsh’s cabinet, charged 
with managing Boston’s economic 
development work day-to-day and 
planning out a vision for the city’s 
future. That experience, he says, cou-
pled with his long-standing profile as 
a grassroots organizer in Roxbury and 
Dorchester, makes him a far stronger 
candidate this time around.

“I know a lot more about government 
today than I did in 2013,” Barros told 

Walsh loyalist Barros mounts 
second bid for mayor’s seat

By Bill Forry
Editor

A long-stalled plan to 
modernize Morrissey 
Boulevard will be re-
vived this spring as state 
and city officials combine 
forces to fund a $1 mil-
lion engineering study 
aimed at advancing 
the project as a stream 
of massive new devel-
opment projects loom 
on the not-so-distant 
horizon.

In addition, the state’s 
Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation 
plans to spend an addi-
tional sum this year to 

install new underground 
gate equipment along 
the vulnerable coastal 
roadway between the 
UMass Boston campus 
and Freeport Street. The 

work will also include 
improvements to side-
walks and fencing along 
the beachfront stretch of 
the boulevard.

The state’s Depart-

ment of Transportation 
(MassDOT) will take the 
lead on the year-long 
study, which will include 
the whole length of Mor-
rissey between Neponset 
Circle and Kosciuszko 
Circle, the rotary next to 
Moakley Park. The study 
will also include stretch-
es of Day Boulevard and 
Old Colony Boulevard on 
either side of Moakley 
and part of Columbia 
Road west to Dorchester 
Avenue.

“I thank our partners 
at the Commonwealth 
for their shared commit-

City, state to fund new Morrissey study

‘Don’t let up’ on
virus precautions,
says Walsh, citing
holiday activities

Exam school
admissions
are delayed
by lawsuit

John Barros announced his candidacy for Mayor of Boston last Thursday 
morning inside Restaurante Cesaria on Bowdoin Street. He was joined by his 
wife Tchintcia and their four children, along with a handful of other relatives.

Daniel Sheehan photo

A year later, what 
have we learned?By Daniel Sheehan

RepoRteR Staff
A day after lawmakers 

and organizers made 
the decision to cancel 
Sunday’s South Boston 
St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade  – and the annual 
breakfast that precedes 

it – for the first time in 
26 years due to concerns 
over the spread of the 
coronavirus, residents 
and business owners in 
the neighborhood had 
mixed reactions to the 
news.

By Katie tRojano
RepoRteR Staff

A plan to redevelop 
the old Bayside Expo 
site on Columbia Point 
envisions a mix of office 
space, labs, retail, along 
with as many as 1,450 
units of housing over 
3.5 million square feet, 
according to a document 
filed last Thursday by 
Accordia Partners LLC, 
the team that signed 
a 99-year lease with 
UMass Boston last year 
and that will manage the 
build-out of the 20-acre 
waterfront site.

A three-page “Letter 
of Intent” that Accordia 
filed with their initial 
plans to the Boston 

Planning and Develop-
ment Agency is the first 
step in a city-led public 

By Katie tRojano
RepoRteR Staff

Several people are 
weighing candidacies 
to replace Rep. Dan 
Cullinane in the 12th 
Suffolk House district, 
which includes parts of 
Dorchester, Mattapan, 
Hyde Park and Mil-
ton. Cullinane, who was 
first elected in 2013, 
announced last month 
that he will not seek 
re-election to the seat 
this fall. 

His  decis ion has 
prompted a new round of 
consideration for people 
with political ambitions 
who live in the city-
suburban district along 

the Neponset River.
Nomination papers for 

the election are now in 
circulation and must be 
filed with city or town 
election officials by May 
5. The primary election 
to pick party nominees is 
Sept. 1, with the general 
election scheduled for 
Nov. 3, the same day as 
the presidential election.

In the last two election 
cycles, Mattapan-based 
attorney Jovan Lacet 
mounted unsuccessful 
campaigns against Cul-
linane. He indicated last 
year that he intended to 
launch a third challenge 
against the incumbent, 
who beat him by 467 

votes in 2018. But Lacet 
topped Cullinane in 9 of 
15 Boston precincts that 
are in the district. There 
are also two precincts in 
the town of Milton, which 
Cullinane won handily.
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The news from Italy, along with the mounting 
number of new cases in the US, has everyone 
scrambling to figure out what to do about the 
coronavirus.  Three weeks ago, Italy had only 
17 cases, which turned into 7,000 cases with 350 
people dead by this past Sunday.  On the front lines 
of health care locally, community health center 
leaders are developing detailed plans, informed by 
advice from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Department of Public Health, and 
the Boston Public Health Commission.  

The problem is that much remains unclear as 
of this writing (March 9), and most are waiting 
to see which way this virus goes.  

COVID-19: FROM THE FRONT LINES

The goal for now: Slow 
down the infection rate

Baker declares a ‘state of  emergency,’ says
it allows for ‘more flexibility’ in virus crisis

Adds Walsh: ‘I think in some places we’re past
containment; we’re preparing for the inevitable’

SOUTH BOSTON

Developers of  Bayside 
file plans

By Bill foRRy
anD Katie tRojano

RepoRteR Staff
Governor Charlie Baker on Tuesday declared a 

“state of emergency” in Massachusetts in response 
to a surge of new cases of COVID-19, the virus that 
has infected more than 116,000 people globally, 
resulting in nearly 4,100 deaths. Through Tuesday 
afternoon, 92 people in Massachusetts had been di-
agnosed with the disease. Of that number, 70 cases 
have been tied to a Biogen conference held in Boston 
last month. And 6 people have been hospitalized.

In Boston, according to Mayor Martin Walsh, 
there are 18 presumptive cases and one confirmed 
case of coronavirus. On Monday, Walsh cancelled 
the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, an event that 
can attract as many as 1 million spectators to the 

neighborhood, that was set to be held on Sunday in 
South Boston, 

Other St. Patrick’s Day events, including a flag-
raising at City Hall Plaza set for Thursday and the 
annual pre-parade breakfast hosted by Sen. Nick 
Collins in South Boston, were also cancelled.

“We cancelled the parade out of caution and 
the potential spread of the coronavirus,” Walsh 
said. “This is a very fluid situation, and a national 
concern. We’re seeing it pass through the country 
and we want to do everything we can to prevent 
the spread of coronavirus. We’re working with the 
Mass. Department of Public Health and the Gover-
nor’s office, and they are working with the CDC on 
getting information out to people and that’s where 
we stand now.” 

Fate of  Marathon run 
on ‘day-at-a-time’ track

On Broadway: Dismay, 
disappointment, relief

“Everyone in South Boston waits for this day year-
round. We start the countdown the day after. So, 
it’s really heartbreaking,” says Bridget Nee-Walsh 
in her “Southie’s Own” shop. Daniel Sheehan photo

The 20-acre Bayside Expo site on Columbia Point 
as seen during a demolition phase in 2017. 

Reporter file photo

By colin a. young
State houSe
neWS SeRvice

Mayor Walsh defended 
his decision to cancel 
Sunday’s St. Patrick’s 
Day parade in Boston be-
cause of the ongoing coro-
navirus outbreak and 
said the city’s progress 
in containing the virus 
will determine whether 
the Boston Marathon is 
run next month.

“The best way of trying 
to prevent the spread 
of it is by not having 
large groups of people 
together, particularly 

that there’s no way to 
kind of watch what’s 
going on there,” Walsh 
said Tuesday morning on 
WEEI’s Greg Hill Show. 
“So, we have a parade 
and you have 1.1 mil-
lion people coming into 
a neighborhood that it’s 
very easy, potentially, to 
spread the virus and it’s 
pretty dangerous.”

The city’s goal, the 
mayor said, is to contain 
the virus and to keep it 
from spreading outside 
of known links, like con-
tact with other patients. 

(Continued on page 12)

BOSTON

(Continued on page 12)

By Bill Walczak
Reporter Columnist
People of my genera-

tion can tell you where 
they were when they 
heard that President 
Kennedy had been shot.  
Nearly all Americans 
over the age of 30 re-
member what they were 
doing when they heard 
that the World Trade 
Center had been at-
tacked on 9/11.  

Such is the way shared 
community trauma af-
fects us.  Although the 
impact of the coronavi-
rus — and the disease 
it causes— was some-
thing that developed 
over a series of months, 
everyone I know can tell 
you when they realized 
that the world had cat-

astrophically changed 
due to Covid-19’s arrival 
in the US.

Last March 10, when 
Gov. Baker declared a 
state of emergency for 
Massachusetts, there 
were 696 cases of Covid 
and 25 deaths in the US, 
a large number of them 
in Washington State.  
Massachusetts had 91 

THE BOULEVARD REHAB

A familiar scene on Morrissey Boulevard: Both 
lanes underwater leading to UMass Boston campus.

(Continued on page 12)
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By Katie Trojano
Reporter Staff

One year after a state of emergency was first de-
clared in Boston, Mayor Walsh on Tuesday urged 
city residents to keep their guard up, get tested for 
Covid-19, seek out vaccinations, and avoid large 
gatherings ahead of the St. Patrick’s Day/Evacuation 
Day holiday in the city.

“Now is not the time to let up.We can see the light 
at the end of the tunnel,” Walsh said at a press 
conference. “More people are getting vaccinated and 
less are coming down with the virus and we want 
to keep it that way.”

The current infection rate in the city has dropped 
to 3.6 percent, the mayor said, warning that there 
has been “a little bit of an uptick over the last 10 
days, which is unfortunate.” 

An average of 176 people per day tested positive 
for the disease over a seven-day period ending Feb. 
28, he noted.

“A 3.6 positivity rate of Covid-19 is a low num-
ber and I’d like to be able to stand here next week 

By Katie Trojano
Reporter Staff

Letters of acceptance 
to Boston’s three exam 
schools —Boston Latin 
School, Boston Latin 
Academy, and the John 
D. O’Bryant School of 
Mathematics and Sci-
ence— have been de-
layed after a group of 
parents filed a lawsuit 
last week claiming that 
the school district’s cur-
rent admission process 
is discriminatory.

This year’s admissions 
plan, approved by the 
School Committee last 
October, didn’t include 
the traditional entrance 
exam, with the panel 
citing the dangers of test-
ing during the Covid-19 
crisis. Under the provi-
sional plan, 20 percent 
of available seats were to 
be allocated to students 
with the city’s top grades. 
The remaining 80 per-
cent were to be admitted 
to the schools based on 
their GPA ranking with-
in their home ZIP code, 
with eligible students 
from the lowest-income 
ZIP codes given first 
choice.

In their court filing, the 
Boston Parent Coalition 
for Academic Excellence 
Corp is seeking injunc-
tions that would bar Bos-
ton Public Schools (BPS) 
from using the admis-
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Police, Courts & Fire

The Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department’s Animal Care and Control 
Division reminds city dog owners that 
the annual deadline for licensing their 
pets is March 31. Dogs must be licensed 
if they are older than six months. Owners 
must provide a copy of their dog’s current 
rabies certificate and proof of spaying 
or neutering.  The fees are $15 for a 
neutered male or spayed female or $30 
for an intact male or female. Dog owners 
who pay online with a credit card will be 
subject to a 2.7 percent service fee (the 
minimum service fee is $1.00). License 
applications may also be picked up in 
person or requested by mail; walk-in and 
mailed payments are accepted via check 
or money order.   If you are renewing a 
dog license, you will need to provide your 
dog’s license number. The dog licensing 
fee is waived for service animals and 
residents age 70 and older. Please call 
(617) 635-534 or email animalcontrol@
boston.gov with any questions about 

the licensing process or to update your 
information in the database. 
A new round of federal funding for fuel 
assistance will allow ABCD, Greater 
Boston’s antipoverty agency, to increase 
the  maximum benefit for eligible 
households to $1,110. The deadline to 
apply  has been extended to May 28, 
enabling income-eligible households 
to address arrearages dating back to 
November 1. The increase means that 
the 16,000 households already signed up 
for fuel assistance with ABCD will benefit 
immediately.  Last year ABCD provided 
fuel assistance  to more than 25,000 
households.  ABCD pays the household’s 
fuel vendor directly. Residents can 
call  617-357-6012  or go to  bostonabcd.
org/fuel-assistance for more information.  
Mayor’s Cup Street Hockey Tournament 
starts April 20 — Mayor Martin J. Walsh 
and the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department will host the 2021 Mayor’s 
Cup Street Hockey Tournament in 

partnership with the Boston Bruins 
Foundation during the April public school 
vacation week.The Tournament will begin 
April 20 and continue through the school 
vacation week.  All games will be played 
at Joseph Moakley Park at 1005 Columbia 
Rd. in South Boston.
Additional support is provided by P&G 
Gillette.   Teams will compete in two 
regions in Mite (ages 6 to 8), Squirt 
(ages 9 to 10), and Pee Wee (ages 11 
and 12) divisions.   Please note that pre-
registration for teams is required with a 
limit of eight teams per regional division. 
To register or for more information, 
please contact Damien Margardo at 
damien.margardo@boston.gov or call 
617- 961-3083.
Boston Praise Radio hosts Covid-19 
programming— Boston Praise Radio and 
TV will air informational broadcasts about 
Covid-19 and the Black Community this 
month through March 30 on Mondays 
from 7-8 p.m. and Tuesdays from 12-2 

p.m. Tune in on bostonpraiseradio.tv or 
on Roku, Apple-TV and TuneIn Radio.
The MBTA’s revised spring 2021 subway 
and bus schedules will take effect on 
March 14. These short-term service 
changes for Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) 
help match service levels with current 
and near-term low ridership demand.  
There will be no changes in the hours 
of operation, but service frequency will 
be reduced by 20% on the Red, Orange, 
and  Green  lines. Frequency on the  Blue 
line will be reduced by up to 5%. A 
number of bus routes will be suspended, 
consolidated, or have routing or trip 
changes with service alternatives and 
details available at mbta.com.

SEND UPDATES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM

SEE NEW EVENTS DAILY 
AT DOTNEWS.COM

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

A non-profit that seeks 
to promote child safety 
joined with Boston Fire 
Department officials 
last week to promote the 
‘Baby Safe Haven’ law 
during an event at the 
Engine 16  station house 
on Gallivan Boulevard. 

Boston Fire Commis-
sioner Jack Dempsey 
joined volunteers from 

Baby Safe Haven New 
England as they affixed 
signage near the sta-
tion’s front door.  Two 
dozen such signs were 
installed around the city 
last week— including 20 
at BFD locations and one 
at the Carney Hospital in 
Dorchester. 

The signs remind par-
ents and others that it 

is legal to surrender an 
infant of up to seven days 
old at a hospital, fire or 
police station, no-ques-
tions-asked. 

The campaign follows 
after a 33-year-old wom-
an abandoned her infant 
in a trash can in Lower 
Mills on Feb. 26. 

“It’s heartbreaking 
that women find them-

selves in a position where 
they may need to make 
these decisions and we’re 
hoping that this program 
will give them a safe 
option so that they can 
take care of themselves 
and also so that their 
baby survives,” said 
BFD Commissioner Jack 
Dempsey.

– KATIE TROJANO

From left in photo taken last week at the Engine 16 stationhouse: Baby Safe Haven New England spokes-
person Mackenzie Lee Clement, Boston firefighter Sheila Leahy, Fire Commissioner Jack Dempsey, and 
Chantelle Stallworth, Ladder 29 Boston firefighter. 	 Katie Trojano photo

‘Baby Safe’ signage campaign
follows incident in Lower Mills

By Chris Lisinski 
State House
News Service

MBTA staff are devel-
oping a plan to restore 
a small amount of bus 
and train service in the 
summer and fall, laying 
groundwork to start un-
winding Covid-era cuts 
that in some cases have 
yet to take effect.

Officials at the transit 
agency on Monday said 
they would recommend 
increasing the frequen-
cy of trips on buses and 
rapid transit in the sum-
mer based on crowding 
observed this spring. For 
the fall, they suggested 
additional restorations 
on the bus network and 
an assess-and-adjust 
process for subways and 
trolleys.

Staff who outlined the 
planning at a Monday 
board meeting said they 
will target an increase in 
bus service hours from 
88 percent of pre-Covid 
levels in the spring to 90 
percent in the summer 
and then as high as 93 
percent in the fall.

Several major details 
are still not known and 
the T will not finalize its 
summer schedules until 
later this month. The 
plan presented Monday 
does not include any 
additional changes to its 
commuter rail system, 
other than a  schedule 
flattening  that officials 
unveiled last month, or 
to its ferry network.

If the T’s board em-
braces the idea, it would 
be one of the first steps 

to bump service back up 
after board members in 
December narrowly ap-
proved a package of ser-
vice cuts aimed at saving 
money and adapting the 
system to lower ridership 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Fiscal and Manage-
ment Control Board 
Vice Chair Monica Tib-
bits-Nutt flagged con-
cerns during Monday’s 
meeting that the timeline 
might be too constrained 
to respond to evolving 
demand because the T 
starts to build its sum-
mer schedule by the end 
of March.

While MBTA Dep-
uty General Manager 
Jeff Gonneville said 
the agency could try to 
force additional flexi-

bility where needed, he 
said leaders will need 
to “make some assump-
tions” about summer 
ridership trends based 
on data over the next 
three weeks.

Tibbits-Nutt said 
the state’s vaccination 
schedule could leave 
ridership stalled for the 
next few weeks before 
a jump in late April or 
May.

Ferry and weekend 
commuter rail service 
cuts took effect in Janu-
ary, while the next round 
— reducing frequency 
by 20 percent on non-es-
sential buses and the 
Red, Orange, and Green 
Lines and 5 percent on 
essential buses and the 
Blue Line — will hit next 
Sunday.

T plans to restore some service by summer

A fire inside a three-decker at 16 Rosseter St. in 
Dorchester’s Four Corners neighborhood caused an 
estimated $500,000 in damage on Monday, March 8. 
No one was injured, according to the Boston Fire 
Department, but 10 people, including five children 
were displaced, along with two dogs. The cause 
remains under investigation. 	 BFD photo

A Dorchester man was arrested by federal agents 
and Boston Police in Randolph last Friday afternoon 
(March 5) as part of an investigation into alleged 
drug and gun trafficking. Omari Peterson, 33, was 
carrying two plastic bags containing cocaine on 
his person at the time of the arrest on North Main 
Street, according to a BPD account. 

After his arrest, officers descended on his home on 
Brunswick Street in Dorchester, where police say 
they found  three loaded, illegal firearms and more 
cocaine. Six more weapons were found the next day, 
when the FBI and Boston Police searched a rental 
locker at a facility in Quincy. 

Also found, according to police: “a quantity of 
assorted prescription pills, 92 strips of suboxone, 
approximately $10,000 in US currency along with 
personal papers in the name of the suspect.” 

Five of the guns had been reported stolen in New 
Hampshire,  where Peterson has a residence, a 
BPD report said. He remains in custody pending 
his arraignment on numerous charges.

Dot man held in drug probe
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and other statistics.
“The BPD is committed 

to these reforms and to 
proactive community 
engagement to rebuild 
relationships with the 
community that have 
been strained due to 
COVID,” Walcott wrote.

Twelve of the 13 
counc i l l o r s  s i gned 
onto the order requesting 
the hearing, and it was 
filed on Jan. 29. Several 
said they were troubled 
by the lack of department 
a t t e n d a n c e .  T h e 
department is without a 
permanent commissioner 
currently, after William 
Gross  abruptly  retired. 
Walsh’s pick to replace 
him, Dennis White, 

was  put on leave  just 
days fo l lowing his 
appointment after a 
1999  domestic violence 
allegation was reported.

Though no official rep-
resentative from the 
department attended 
the council hearing, two 
police officers spoke: 
Larry Calderone, head 
of the Boston Police Pa-
trolmen’s Association, 
the department’s largest 
union, and David Her-
nandez, of the Latino 
Law Enforcement Group 
of Boston.

Calderone, who had 
previously complained 
about a lack of union 
involvement in the re-
form task force process, 

said he appreciated the 
invitation to speak and 
answer questions.

“You need to have 
police officers involved 
in those conversations, 
involved in the deci-
sion-making process,” 
he said. “It cannot be 
non-police officers that 
are going to [be] deter-
mining training or certifi-
cation or de-certification 
by themselves because 
they have no experience 
in that arena.”

The reforms also set 
up a civilian review 
board and an internal 
affairs oversight panel 
that will investigate cit-
izen complaints against 
police and examine  the 
department’s internal 
investigations.

The watchdog office 
will have subpoena pow-
er to compel witnesses 

and documents as part 
of its investigations.

O t h e r  c i t y  r e -
forms include formalizing 
a n d  e x p a n d i n g 
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t › s 
commitment to diversity 
and inclusion; expanding 
the body-worn camera 
program to increase 
transparency and ac-
countability; creating 
clear and enforceable 
discipline for violating 
use of force policies, and 
holding the department 
accountable for viola-
tions; and maximizing 
transparency, account-
ability, and public access 
to police records and 
data.

This article was first 
published on March 2 by 
WBUR 90.9FM. The Re-
porter and WBUR share 
content through a media 
partnership.
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By Ally Jarmanning
WBUR Senior Reporter
No one from the Boston 

Police Department or the 
mayor’s office showed up 
at a city council hearing 
last Tuesday to update 
the public on the im-
plementation of police 
reform measures that 
were signed into law two 
months ago.

Among the measures: 
the creation of a new po-
lice watchdog office, the 
Office of Police Account-
ability and Transparency 
(OPAT). The reform 
package was signed into 
law by Mayor Walsh in 
January and is supposed 
to be up and running in 
July.

There are also  state 
reforms  now in place 
that make for sweeping 
changes, including re-
quiring police officers to 
be certified and strength-
ening use-of-force pol-
icies.

City Councillor and 
mayoral candidate An-
drea Campbell said she 
was disappointed and 
frustrated that nobody 
from the police depart-
ment or the mayor’s of-
fice was there to answer 
questions.

“There is a big differ-
ence between commit-
ments and action,” she 
said. “These last and 
latest police reforms 

should be an opportunity 
for the city to do things 
differently, since we 
know that the city has 
not effectively delivered 
on its commitments to 
police reform in the past.”

Nick Martin, a Walsh 
spokesperson, said no 
one was able to testi-
fy Tuesday, but that 
“implementing and op-
erationalizing the rec-
ommendations from our 
Police Reform Task Force 
continues to be a top 
priority for the Walsh 
administration.”

In lieu of appearing, 
Boston police Superin-
tendent Jeffrey Walcott 
sent a  five-page let-
ter to Campbell spelling 
out anticipated changes 
and challenges. The 
department will have to 
report more information 
to the new statewide 
commission overseeing 
police, increase training 
and boost staffing in its 
bureau of professional 
standards, he said.

Walcott said the de-
partment is already mak-
ing changes in how it 
plans response to mass 
gatherings, like protests, 
as required by the new 
state law. And the de-
partment is working to 
launch a data dashboard 
with firearms discharges, 
field interrogation stops, 
rate of homicides solved, 

Police, City Hall leaders no shows at
council hearing on rollout of  reforms

Garden ‘Gathering’ set for March 20-22
The Trustees of Boston 

Community Gardens 
will host the 45th annual 
Gardener’s Gathering in 
an online format next 
weekend, March 20-22, 
with a focus on how 
community gardens are 
not only food sources, 
but also potential hubs 
of social activism.

The Gathering is free 
and open to both begin-
ners and skilled gar-
deners, as well as those 
curious to learn more 
about urban gardening. 

This year’s event will 
be headlined by Michael 

W. Twitty, award-win-
ning chef and author 
of The Cooking Gene 
who will give a presen-
tation on culinary jus-
tice, sharing knowl-
edge around crops, and 
practicing integrated 
learning across inter-
generational linguistic 
and ethnic spaces.  

The Trustees main-
tains ownership of 56 
community gardens 
totaling 15 acres and 
spanning eight Boston 
neighborhoods. 

In Dorchester, the 
Trustees maintain com-

munity gardens that 
are often named for the 
streets that they are 
on, including Josephine 
Street, Audrey Jacobs, 
Dacia and Woodcliff, 
Erie Green, Greenwood, 
Julian, Judson & Dean, 
Leyland, Lucerne, Bal-
sam, & Irma Community 
Garden, Lydon, Mo-
nadnock, Nightingale, 
Norton & Stonehurst, 
Spencer, Wheatland, 
and Windermere. 

They also maintain 
Woolson Community 
Garden in Mattapan. 

Continuing a long tra-

dition of partnership 
with the city of Boston, 
the mayor will kick off 
the event on Saturday 
with a keynote address 
and present the Com-
munity Garden Awards 
to the “Most Valuable 
Gardener,” “Rookie Gar-
den of the Year” and 
“Hall of Fame Garden.” 
Twitty will deliver his 
special presentation on 
Saturday at 11 a.m. 

Free registration is 
available at thetrustees.
org/gathering. 
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By Max Larkin 
WBUR Reporter

Several student lead-
ers inside the Boston 
Public Schools have re-
signed their positions 
in protest of what they 
called the disrespect, ma-
nipulation, and “adult-
ism” of district leaders 
and staff.

Between six and a doz-
en high school students 
resigned from the Boston 
Student Advisory Coun-
cil (BSAC), a body that 
aims to give students 
a voice in district deci-
sion-making through 49 
student representatives.

Among them is 17-year-
old Khymani James, a 
senior at Boston Latin 
Academy who had served 
as the non-voting student 
member of the Boston 
School Committee since 
last fall. Throughout 
his tenure, James was 
outspoken about stan-
dardized testing and ex-
am-school admissions, as 
well as national politics.  
He gave up his BSAC 
membership and his seat 
on the school committee 
last Thursday night in a 
letter of resignation.

A Dorchester resident, 
James expressed frustra-
tion with what he called 
the “blatant disrespect” 
of adults employed by the 
school district, and called 
for “a complete overhaul 
of leadership.” He also 

explained the move on 
Twitter:

In a statement, Xavier 
Andrews, a Boston Public 
Schools spokesperson, 
said the district “deeply 
value[s] the voice of our 
students,” and will con-
tinue to work to “honor 
and amplify their voices 
in our decision making.”

During a group inter-
view Friday, James and 
other resigning students 
said this step was a long 
time coming.

Charlene Adames-Pi-
mentel, also a senior at 
Boston Latin Academy, 
said BSAC’s adult facil-
itators frequently made 
students “feel dumb” for 
asking questions during 
their weekly meetings, 
or watered down their 
opinions in summaries 
for district leadership.

James cal led out 
some  school committee 
members  for looking at 
their phones while stu-
dents addressed them 
during periods of pub-
lic comment.  Others in 
the group alleged that 
one adult BSAC staff-
er crossed professional 
boundaries as she pried 
into their personal lives.

Naesoj Ware, a junior 
at the John D. O’Bryant 
School of Mathematics 
and Science, said she and 
several other resigning 
members of BSAC came 
to feel that they were 

there to make district 
leadership “look good ... 
but not really to discuss 
the needs and priorities 
of students.”

“We resigned from 
BSAC because it wasn’t 
what we signed up for,” 
James added. “We’re 
supposed to be the checks 
and balances of the sys-
tem … to let the superin-
tendent know when she’s 
doing something wrong. 
But in our BSAC space, 
we’re not allowed to have 
a progressive agenda and 
to execute it.”

District officials did not 
comment on the students’ 
more specific allegations. 
The BPS website  de-
scribes BSAC as the “pri-
mary vehicle for student 
voice and youth engage-
ment across the Boston 
Public Schools,” and it 
has historically played 
“a key role in advising 
the School Committee 
on policy.”

James and others in 
the group are set to grad-
uate this spring, but he 
and the other resigning 
students said they will 
continue working on 
behalf of BPS students, 
albeit now on a grass-
roots level.

This article was first 
published by WBUR 
90.9FM on March 5. 
The Reporter and WBUR 
share content through a 
media partnership. 

Student leaders quit BPS advisory 
panel, cite adult ‘disrespect’

KENNEDY LIBRARY 
FORUMS AT HOME e

US Immigration: Past Policy and New Directions 
Wednesday, March 31 
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Theresa Cardinal Brown, Bipartisan Policy Center director of  
immigration and cross-border policy; Roberto Gonzales, Harvard  
professor of education and director of the Immigration Initiative at  
Harvard; Marcelo Suárez-Orozco, UMass Boston Chancellor; and  
Daniel Tichenor, University of Oregon chair of social science and  
Program for Democratic Governance director; and Jia Lynn Yang,  
The New York Times national editor and author of One Mighty and  
Irresistible Tide: The Epic Struggle Over American Immigration, 1924-1965, 
explore the history of and contemporary issues in US immigration policy 
with Julia Preston, contributing writer to The Marshall Project.  

All Forums are free and open to the public. Reservations are strongly recommended, and may be made 
by registering at jfklibrary.org/Forums to receive a video link ahead of the program. Virtual Forums will 
be available to view via the JFK Library’s website after the initial broadcast date. 

With generous support from:

Free Performing Arts Programs for Children 

Celtic Bells
The Irish in Boston   
St. Patrick’s Day
Saturday, March 13 
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Listen to the Celtic Bells tell the story of Irish immigrants in Boston, weaving in songs and poems of 
work, humor, protest, longing for home, and longing to feel at home  in America. Enjoy the lively music 
of the fiddle, bodhran (Irish drum), banjo, flute, guitar, and bagpipes.

Virtual Celebrate! programs will be available to view via the JFK Library’s website after the initial  
broadcast date. The Irish in Boston will be available to view from March 13-27, 2021. Register today: 
Please register for the free virtual programs at jfklibrary.org/Celebrate to receive a video link ahead  
of the initial broadcast date. 

The Celebrate! series, appropriate for family audiences and children ages 5 and up, highlights America’s 
rich cultural diversity through the arts. This program is tied directly to President and Mrs. Kennedy’s 
concern for and support of the arts and culture in a democratic society.

ViRTUAL

With generous support from:

Happening VIRTUALLY at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum

JFK_Celebrate_3.2021_10x8_D.indd   1 3/9/21   11:20 AM
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Exam school admissions 
are delayed by lawsuit

Elementary schools must fully reopen by April 5, per state order
By Carrie Jung

WBUR Reporter

Public schools in Mas-
sachusetts have to be-
gin offering in-person 
learning to elementary 
school students five days 
a week next month, said 
last Friday. It is the first 
decision   state Educa-
tion Commissioner Jeff 
Riley made under new 
authority approved by 
the Board of Elemen-
tary and Secondary 
Education on Friday 
afternoon.

Under the regulation 
change, Riley can deter-
mine when remote-only 
education will no longer 
be an option for districts.

“The time is now to 
bring our kids back to 
school,” he said during 

Friday’s meeting.
State officials said 

the plan to open class-
rooms for elementary 
students will allow dis-
tricts who have been 
remote-only for most 
of the school year to 
take a more graduated 
approach to fully re-
opening their buildings. 
Parents would still have 
the option to choose 
remote learning for 
their children through 
at least the end of this 
school year.

Riley did not set a 
target date for middle 
and high schools to be-
gin full-time in-person 
learning, but said that 
the Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary 
Education is planning 

for a full in-person re-
turn in the fall. Districts 
will be able to apply for 
waivers that would al-
low for a more phased-in 
approach, especially if 
they’ve been remote-on-
ly for most of the school 
year.

“The data is clear 
that students learning 
in the classroom can 
be done safely and it is 
vital to their emotional 
and intellectual health,” 
said Gov. Baker in  a 
statement.

Opinions about the 
policy drew a wide range 
of responses Friday.

“If you adopt this, you 
are giving the commis-
sioner broad powers 
to override any school 
district’s planned learn-

ing model,” Somerville 
Educators Union Pres-
ident Rami Bridge told 
board members ahead of 
the vote. “There are no 
parameters, guidelines, 
and processes for his 
decisions. Simply the 
judgement of a single, 
unelected official.”

Parent and Lawrence 
High School history 
teacher Teresa En-
glish  said  local school 
systems should have the 
ability to make this kind 
of decision on their own 
because risk factors for 
Covid-19, like infection 
rates, affect each district 
differently.

“More state control is 
not the solution,” En-
glish said. “If a school 
or building is struggling 
to open fully, the state 
should be providing the 
school with resources 
rather than assuming 
control.”

But other parents like 
Zineb Nemoura of Ever-

ett argued  the current 
hybrid model many 
districts are using in 
Massachusetts is not 
working.

“We know a lot about 
what [infection reduc-
tion strategies] work 
and what doesn’t,” she 
said. “We are capable 
of taking the necessary 
steps to reduce the risk 
to students and staff. 
... We owe it to them to 
re-establish full-time 
in-person learning.”

Board members were 
mostly positive about 
the  policy proposal. 
Member Matt Hills said 
he was enthusiastically 
a “yes” vote. He also en-
couraged Riley to begin 
the process for requiring 
middle and high schools 
to reopen for full time 
in-person learning as 
quickly as possible.

“We need to move on 
from this,” Hills said. 
“Whether it’s now, two 
months, or six months 

from now, we’re going 
to go through the same 
issues with implement-
ing it in the districts.”

Three board members 
opposed the move, most 
citing the fact they only 
received  the details 
of the commissioner’s 
plan just hours  before 
the vote.

“At the end of the day 
this is about trust,” Dar-
lene Lombos said. “I do 
want to appreciate how 
much thought you’ve put 
into this, but this is the 
first time we’re seeing 
this plan. We all need 
to get together to get 
through this together.”

Riley said he would 
have more details to 
share about phasing out 
remote learning by the 
board’s next meeting.

This article was pub-
lished by WBUR 90.9FM 
on March 5.WBUR and 
the Reporter share con-
tent through a media 
partnership.

(Continued from page 1)
sions system this year 
and in the future. The 
group is demanding 
that a judge declare the 
policy unconstitutional 
because it doesn’t treat 
everybody fairly and 
because it discrimi-
nates against whites 
and Asian-Americans. 
The suit is specifically 
on behalf of 14 families 
- 10 of them from West 
Roxbury. 

A representative from 
the group— which is 
led by Benato Cui— de-
clined the Reporter’s re-
quest for comment and 
refused to identify any 
members of the group. 

A Facebook page 
maintained by coalition 
members calls the cur-
rent admission process 
“harmful and inequi-
table to all of Boston’s 
children, particularly 
Asian students who 
make up a greater share 
of the student body at 
the exam schools than 
the City as a whole.”

Kay Hodge, a lawyer 
for BPS, said during a 
preliminary injunction 
hearing on March 3 that 
invitation letters could 
be delayed until at least 
mid-April because of the 
lawsuit.

Their suit prompted 
fierce push-back from 
advocates, including 
the NAACP Boston 
Branch, which made a 
motion for an interven-
tion that was granted 
by US District Court 
Judge William Young 
on March 3. The motion 
was also supported by 
the Greater Boston 
Latino Network, the 
Asian Pacific Islanders 
Civic Action Network, 
the Asian American Re-
source Workshop, and 
three families of color. 

“Intervention is crit-
ical to provide the full 
context of why poli-
cies like this one are 
necessary in Boston,” 
said Doreen Rachal, an 
attorney from Sidley 
Austin LLP, which is 
representing the inter-
venors. “The plaintiff 

has presented a skewed 
portrait of admissions 
in Boston, one that ig-
nores the long history 
of disinvestment and 
discrimination against 
communities of color. 
Our perspective, as 
membership organiza-
tions representing these 
very communities, is 
therefore critical.” 

Sidley Austin LLP, 
Lawyers for  Civi l 
Rights, and Greater 
Boston Legal Services 
are serving as counsel 
to the organizations and 
families.  

“History has shown 
us that when we begin 
to make progress to-
ward our shared values, 
headwinds will try to 
come against us,” said 
Tanisha M. Sullivan, 
president of the NAACP 
Boston Branch.   “By 
joining forces to file this 
motion, we hope to send 
a clear message that we 
are resolute in our de-
termination to fight for 
the promise of this city 
to provide all children, 
in every neighborhood, 
from every socio-eco-
nomic background, with 
equitable access to our 
public schools. We will 
not be deterred in our 
fight for justice.”  

A study included in 
BPS’s plan found that 
72.4 percent of all stu-
dents districtwide were 
Black or Latino in the 
last school year, com-
pared to just 21 per-
cent at Boston Latin 
School. Similar gaps 
— especially wide at 
BLS — appear among 
the share of students 
classed as “economically 
disadvantaged.”

Said Lauren Samp-
son, an attorney at Law-
yers for Civil Rights: 

“We must abandon 
any idea that so-called 
‘objective measures,’ 
like GPAs or standard-
ized test scores, are 
effectively identifying 
academically excellent 
students.

“As multiple studies 
have shown, BPS has 
continually employed 

admissions criteria that 
exclude high-achieving 
Black, Latinx, and oth-
er underrepresented 
students who would 
thrive in the rigorous 
environment of a highly 
selective public school.”

The plan, developed 
by BPS Superinten-
dent Brenda Cassellius 
and a working group 
commissioned by the 
district, drew both sup-
port and a backlash 
last year. Some were 
in favor of nixing the 
district’s exam criteria 
altogether, saying that 
it has contributed to 
exclusion and discrim-
ination against Black, 
Latinx, low-income, and 
other underrepresented 
students. 
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By Sean Smith
Boston Irish Contributor

Fresh from the suc-
cess of the virtual “A 
Christmas Celtic So-
journ” in December, 
WGBH broadcaster Bri-
an O’Donovan and his 
dedicated production 
team, plus a cohort of 
accomplished music and 
dance performers – in-
cluding some from Great-
er Boston – will present 
an online version of the 
annual “St. Patrick’s Day 
Celtic Sojourn,” from 
March 11 to March 14, 
and on March 17.

Joining O’Donovan, 
the show’s creator and 
host, will be Newfound-
land singer Matthew By-
rne; Boston-based Irish 
fiddlers Nathan Gourley 
and Laura Fedders-
en; Scottish/Cape Bret-
on-style fiddler Hanneke 
Cassel and Québécois 
guitarist Yann Falquet; 
local uilleann piper Joey 
Abarta; highly touted 
traditional Irish duo 
Caitlín Nic Gabhann 
and Ciarán Ó Maon-
aigh; and sean-nos, or 
“old-style” Irish dancer 
Emma O’Sullivan.

Also performing will be 
guitarist-pianist-vocal-
ist Keith Murphy, who 
plays music from his na-
tive Canadian Maritimes 
as well as the Quebec, 
New England, and Celtic 

traditions, and serves as 
the “St. Patrick’s Day 
Celtic Sojourn” music 
director.

In addition, there will 
be a special appearance 
by the Rasa String Quar-
tet, which has its roots 
in the New England 
Conservatory of Music.

According to O’Dono-
van, the show will follow 
the blueprint provided 
by “Christmas Celtic 
Sojourn”: He and the 
locally based performers 
– Gourley, Feddersen, 
Cassel, Falquet, and 
Abarta – “bubbled up” 

recently at the Cabot 
Theatre in Beverly to 
work on the production. 
They serve as the core en-
semble, with Byrne, Nic 
Gabhann-Ó Maonaigh, 
and O’Sullivan beaming 
in from remote locations. 

And, as with “Christ-
mas Celtic Sojourn,” 
“St. Patrick’s Day Celtic 
Sojourn” performanc-
es will be presented 
in collaboration with 
a partner venue: the 
Hanover Theater in 
Worcester (March 11);  
Shalin Liu Performance 
Center, Rockport (March 

12); Sanders Theatre, 
Cambridge (March 13); 
Cabot Theatre, Beverly 
(March 14); these shows, 
and the March 17 WGBH 
special edition, will all 
begin at 7:30 p.m. as if 
in “real time” and then 
be available on demand 
exclusively for those who 
buy tickets. 

“We learned a lot from 
our ‘Christmas Celtic 
Sojourn’ experience,” 
says O’Donovan. “One 
thing we learned is that 
people are desperate for 
a semblance of their old 
lives, and that includes 
enjoying live music. Just 
as importantly, they 
miss the routine that 
goes with it, where you 
head out to the venue, 
settle into your seat, 
and anticipate the dim-
ming of the lights and 
rise of the curtain. We 
heard how some people 
gathered together – 
safely – to have dinner 
and cocktails while they 
watched ‘A Christmas 
Celtic Sojourn.’ Clearly, 
they were glad to have an 
event serve as a social 
occasion they could all 
enjoy.

“Which is why we are 
again doing this as a ‘re-
al-time’ performance – 
here, you can click on the 
link to the show five or 
10 minutes beforehand 
and see a generic count-
down clock, and we’ll 
stream some slides and 
St. Patrick’s Day music 
until the show begins. 
The show will have two 
sets of approximately 40 
to 45 minutes each, and 
there’ll be a 10-minute 
intermission – again, 
just as if we were all at 
a theater.”

Though it included 
familiar elements of 
in-person, pre-COVID 
performance events, 
“Christmas Celtic So-
journ” went well be-
yond a conventional 
livestream-from-the-
living-room approach, 
with high-quality video, 
audio, and editing, and 
other top-shelf produc-
tion values, seamlessly 
synching up the local 
and remote perform-
ers. That will be the 
case again with the “St. 

Patrick’s Day Celtic 
Sojourn,” with some 
additional flourishes: 
O’Donovan will narrate 
a drone video flyover of 
his hometown of Clon-
akilty in Cork, for exam-
ple, and musician Harry 
Giles will demonstrate 
his recipe for Irish cof-
fee from Somerville’s 
beloved Irish pub The 
Burren. 

“Many people – and we 
had almost 6,000 join us 
– said they were moved 
by ‘Christmas Celtic 
Sojourn’; it really struck 
a chord with them,” says 
O’Donovan. “We spent a 
lot of time talking and 
planning, going through 
what would be needed to 
make the show as good as 
it could be. Why? We felt 
it was very important 
to give the performers 
a platform where they 
could shine, to create an 
individual event with a 
personality all its own. 
The technology enabled 
us to produce something 
meaningful.

“Because ‘Christmas 
Celtic Sojourn’ and ‘St. 
Patrick’s Day Celtic So-
journ’ each has its own 
vibe, we’ve made the 
effort, again, to give the 
latter event something 
special that resonates 
with the audience. So, for 
example, this year I’ll be 
able to say, ‘Hey, check 
out where I’m from’ and 
give folks a look at my 
Irish hometown, which 
fits right in with the St. 
Patrick’s Day spirit.”

The virtual approach 
also will enhance a “St. 
Patrick’s Day Celtic 
Sojourn” staple: the 
singalong to “The Leav-
ing of Liverpool” that 
concludes the first set. 
Audience members are 
encouraged to submit 
videos of themselves 
singing, and clapping 
along to, the chorus 
of this longtime Clan-
cy Brothers favorite 
(precise directions are 
provided on the show’s 
website, celticsojourn-
live.com), and some will 
be incorporated into the 
end product.  

While all the perform-
ers possess talents equal 
to the expectations for 

a Sojourn set, the Rasa 
String Quartet comes to 
the presentation with an 
interesting background 
story:

•A union of different 
cultural backgrounds 
that formed at the New 
England Conservatory of 
Music in 2019, the Rasa 
String Quartet has be-
come a progressive force 
on the New England 
chamber music circuit, 
performing in less con-
ventional venues such 
as house concerts, local 
clubs and breweries, 
nursing homes ,and even 
health care settings. 
Their members are the 
Irish-American violinist 
Maura Shawn Scanlin – 
who performs as part of 
the Celtic-American duo 
Rakish (among the cast 
in the 2020 “Christmas 
Celtic Sojourn”) – Japa-
nese-American violinist 
Kiyoshi Hayashi, Span-
ish-Vietnamese violist 
Claudia Do Minh Ramos 
and Korean-American 
cellist Eunghee Cho.

O’Donovan had com-
missioned the quartet 
to resurrect a mid-20th 
century classical compo-
sition, “Meath Pastoral,” 
by Arthur Duff, for last 
year’s “St. Patrick’s 
Day Celtic Sojourn”; the 
production’s show last 
March in Rockport – 
right before the COVID 
lockdown began – was 
their only performance 
of the work.

“We’re very happy to 
have the Rasa String 
Quartet with us again,” 
he says. “They take 
chamber music in some 
exciting directions, and 
Maura – a highly trained 
classical violinist but 
with a folk/trad sensi-
bility – is certainly one 
reason for that; however, 
they are all talented and 
inventive musicians and 
will be a big part of this 
year’s show. They’ll be 
accompanying Keith on 
a lovely, moving tradi-
tional song, ‘Crossing 
the Bar,’ as well as an-
other audience favorite 
‘Will You Go Lassie Go?’”

However much O’Don-
ovan may sing the prais-
es of virtual performanc-
es, he is clear about his 
preference: “Will they 
ever replace live music? 
No. No way. But they can 
certainly supplement 
live music, perhaps whet 
our appetites for the real 
thing, and provide some 
creative possibilities as 
to how music, and other 
kinds of art, can be pre-
sented.

 “I think we’ve all seen 
in this past year how 
valuable art is to us, es-
pecially art with a strong 
sense of history and tra-
dition. It reminds us how 
humanity has managed 
to outlast those forces 
which have challenged 
us: pandemics, politics, 
or whatever else.”  

For more about “A 
St. Patrick’s Day Celtic 
Sojourn,” go to celticso-
journlive.com. 

St. Patrick’s Day Celtic Sojourn’s multi-talented cast
to perform remotely, but as a ‘real time’ presentation

The Rasa String Quartet will play a specially commissioned piece at “A St. Patrick’s Day Celtic Sojourn.”

Massport is currently 
accepting applications for 
the following Scholarships:

• Deborah Hadden Gray Memorial Scholarship
Awarded annually to a high school senior who resides and is 
involved in community service or employment in the city of 
Boston, Chelsea, Revere or Winthrop with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• Lowell L. Richards III Memorial Scholarship
Awarded annually to a high school senior who resides and is 
involved in community service in the city of Boston, Chelsea, 
Revere, or Winthrop, with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• Diversity STEM Scholarship
Awarded to high school seniors of color who reside or attend 
school in the city of Boston, Chelsea, Winthrop, Revere, 
Worcester, Bedford, Concord, Lexington, or Lincoln, and are 
involved in community service with a minimum 3.0 GPA.  

Scholarship applications must be received by Massport 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 30, 2021. For more 
information on these scholarships, including application 
checklist and criteria please visit www.massport.com 
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Magdalena Gaillot 
has joined the staff of 
Dorchester’s Mother 
Caroline Academy as 
the school’s Admissions 
and Outreach coordi-
nator through a two-
year grant from the 
Women’s Foundation of 
Boston. Students at the 
Academy will return to 
in-person instruction 
on April  5.   The Grove 
Hall school, Boston’s 
only tuition-free option 
for middle school girls, 
is currently celebrating 
its 28th year.  One hun-
dred percent of MCA 
graduates go on to en-
roll in college and most 
receive full scholarships 

to competitive secondary 
schools.  

“We are excited to wel-
come Magdalena Gaillot 
as our Admissions Co-
ordinator,” said Head of 
School Annmarie Queza-
da. “MCA is thriving 
with 75 percent of stu-
dents achieving a B or 
above academic success 
rate.   We have room at 
the school to serve more 
students and families.”  

A graduate of Prov-
idence College and 
Master’s degree recipi-
ent  from Northeastern 
University, Gaillot has 
been tasked with in-
creasing the school’s 
enrollment.

“Black representation 
matters and that drives 
my passion for educa-
tion,” Gaillot said. 

For more info, see 
mcaec.org or call 617-
427-1177.

directly being in touch 
with each other,” he said, 
“mainly by including 
more people in the pro-
cess, in abutters’ meet-
ings, and advertising 
projects that come before 
the committee.” 

“I would be remiss if 
I didn’t mention how 
awesome and supportive 
the Columbia-Savin Hill 
veterans have been,” he 
added, “Especially Des 
Rohan and Eileen Boyle, 
who have been just really 
generous with their time 
and really immensely 
valuable input.”

Szkolka said he will be 
encouraging residents 
to be active in the civic 
and run for leadership 
positions.  “If someone 
has a concern, wants 
something changed - 
people need to speak 
up. If we work together, 
we can do good things. 
Never suffer in silence; 
it’s unhealthy personal-

ly, and unhealthy for the 
community, too,” he said.  

Szkolka said he’d like 
to continue making use 
of the technology that 
has kept people in touch 
throughout the pandem-
ic by hosting both in-per-
son and virtual meetings. 

“I also want to make 
sure that we don’t act 

like each neighborhood 
of Dorchester or Roxbury 
or Mattapan are islands. 
We’re not. We’re all 
extremely connected,” 
he said.  

For more on the civic 
group, contact presi-
dent@columbiasavin-
hillcivic.org or 857-288-
8748.

By Katie Trojano
Reporter Staff

Mike Szkolka was 
elected president of the 
Columbia Savin Hill 
Civic Association in an 
election held virtually 
last November where 
the result was never in 
question. 

“I was the only person 
who ran. So, I won and 
then here we are,” the 
41-year-old Szkolka said 
in an interview with the 
Reporter.

Other than a ten-year 
stretch of time when 
he lived in New York 
City, Szkolka has lived 
in Dorchester since 1981. 
“We moved into the 
[James] Blake House 
in 1981 when I was two 
years old, lived there for 
about four years, then 
moved to a three-deck-
er on Pearl Street. We 
bought another house on 
Savin Hill Ave., where I 
live now,” he said.

He has been an active 
member of the civic asso-
ciation since moving back 
to Boston in 2016. “At the 
start of the pandemic, I 
started volunteering at 

the McCormack School, 
handing out food, and 
eventually volunteered 
to deliver food to fam-
ilies who had reached 
out,” said Szkolka, who 
had worked as a special 
education coordinator for 
Boston Public Schools 
before taking some time 
off prior to the pandemic. 
He is currently looking 
for an administrative 
position. 

The challenge for the 
civic association, he said, 
is engaging more peo-
ple.  “Everything else 
stems from that. I really 
want Columbia Savin 
Hill to more closely rep-
resent the actual area 
that is covered,” he said. 
“At this point, Savin Hill 
‘over-the-bridge’ is very 
represented and the oth-
er parts aren’t as much. 
I looked at census data 
and found that the area 
is essentially 55 percent 
white, but probably 95 
percent or more of civic 
association members are 
white.

“I don’t know what 
the cause of that is, 
but it seems like a good 

opportunity to get the 
entirety of the area more 
involved,” he said.

One tool he’s using 
to do that is creating a 
variety of committees to 
boost interest, including 
a new environmental 
panel. Szkolka is also 
exploring new, fun ways 
to build community, 
including “porch-fest” 
events.

“People could host 
events, or bands and 
live performers on their 
porches – something 
loosely organized that 
could encourage neigh-
bors to travel around and 
listen in,” he said.  “We 
could look into doing this 
maybe by mid-Septem-
ber. I want to try to put 
as much time in between 
people being vaccinated 
and enjoying something 
of that nature.” 

Szkolka is also looking 
at how to engage more 
people in the associa-
tion’s committee review 
process. 

“Nothing was broken 
before, I just think it 
could be better. We need 
to do a better job of 

	  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

  On Aug. 17, 1978, a wayward 
move by a towering crane involved 
in demolishing a next door building 
sent bricks crashing down on the 
Ashmont Creamery, a popular spot 
on Dorchester Avenue between Ed-
win Street and Monsignor Lydon 
Way (nee Templeton Street), and 
caving in part of its roof. The Cream-
ery building is now occupied by the 
Phu Thinh Market and Ann’s Coin 
Laundry.

Today’s illustration, by a Boston 
Herald photographer, accompa-
nied the following Herald article. 
Heroic fireman leads five to 
safety in Hub – An off-duty Boston 
firefighter assisted five persons to 
safety yesterday when the roof of a 
Dorchester variety store collapsed in 
a freak accident. Firefighter James 
Soletti of Engine Company I was 
stopped at a traffic signal outside the 

Ashmont Creamery, 1826 Dorchester 
Avenue, when the store roof caved in.

Soletti had seen three small boys 
enter the store just before he heard 
the crashing of brick and timbers.  
He got out of his car and rushed into 
the store where he led the boys and 
the store owners, Albert and Estelle 
Winn, of Cherry street, Malden, to 
safety. Mrs. Winn, 47 was treated 
for shock at Carney Hospital. The 
others were uninjured.

According to police, the three-story 
building next door, 1832 Dorches-
ter Ave., was being torn down by a 
construction company. Police said 
the wrecking ball swung by a crane 
inadvertently knocked bricks and 
timber onto the roof of the variety 
store, causing the collapse.

The archive of these historical posts 
can be viewed on the blog at dorches-
terhistoricalsociety.org.

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
Dorchester Historical Society

The day the Ashmont Creamery took a big hit

Fontbonne in Milton 
announced its quarter 
two honr roll this week 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Among the recip-

ients are several stu-
dents from Dorchester, 
including Ava Duffy, 
Minorah Frejuste and 
Mary McDonald, all of 

whom received First 
Honors.  Ava Darsch, 
Joby Frejuste and Car-
oline Smith received 
Second Honors.

Nine members of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester have been 
named as finalists for the 
club’s Youth of the Year 
award, the highest hon-
or a Boys & Girls Club 
member can achieve.

Each of the follow-
ing members has com-
pleted the nomination 
and essay requirements 
and was interviewed on 
March 9 by a diverse 
panel whose members 
will select the top boy, 
girl, and youth. 

The Youth of the Year 
winner will go on to 
compete in the state 
competition, which may 

result in moving on to 
the regional and national 
competitions for Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America’s 
2021 Youth of the Year.

The Dorchester final-
ists are: Dhoha Hus-
sein, 17; Gabby Gold, 
18; Tina Le, 17; Kate 
McGrath,17; Cordell 
Givens, 17; Anthony 
Curioso,17; Jamil Boy-
kin,17; Zhilee Cine,18; 
and Patrick DaSilva,17.

Youth of the Year 
(YOY) has been Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Ameri-
ca’s premier recognition 
program since 1947, 
celebrating the extraor-
dinary achievements of 

Club members. 
To achieve the title 

of Youth of the Year on 
any level, club members 
must have demonstrated 
that they embody the 
organization’s values of 
leadership and service, 
academic excellence, and 
a healthy lifestyle. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester is a place for 
young people to learn, 
explore talents, play and 
make friends. Today, 
as always, its members 
have access to 200+ ac-
tivities for just $5 a year. 

For more information 
go to bgcdorchester.org.

Nine from BGCD roster named
finalists for Youth of  Year award

Meet Mike Szkolka, new president
of  Columbia-Savin Hill civic group

Mike Szkolka

Gaillot joins staff  at 
Mother Caroline Academy

Magdalena Gaillot
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Editorial

By Lawrence S. DiCara
Special to the Reporter

Editor’s Note: Larry DiCara, the former Boston City 
Councillor, is making good progress as he recovers 
from a Jan. 7 accident in which he was struck by a 
vehicle in Marion, Mass. This is his first essay on 
the developing race for mayor of Boston.

There has been plenty 
of discussion and press 
coverage regarding the 
upcoming Boston may-
oral election.  At this 
point, the field is not yet 
set. Most assume Marty 
Walsh will be well en-
sconced as US Secretary 
of Labor by the time that 
people go to vote this fall.

The object of this arti-
cle is not to review which 

candidate has said what about the issues; it is to set 
the stage for a discussion of the future of the city.

I have been involved in some fashion, either as 
campaign worker, or campaign observer, or can-
didate, with every mayoral election beginning in 
1967. Each one is different. Each has a different 
cadence.  The real issue underlying this election 
is not one that candidates have surfaced: it is the 
future financial health of our city.

Very few remember the city’s financial difficulties 
in the 1970s. Boston endured a seven-year recession 
from 1970 to 1976 that forced painful cuts in city 
services and programs. That dark period in Boston’s 
history offers valuable lessons to today’s city leaders 
who confront historic challenges due to the pandemic 
and shifts in the local economy.

Let’s face it: There is economic uncertainty in our 
future. No one really knows how hotels and restau-
rants will bounce back. No one really knows how 
commuting and other travel will change and what 
that means for parking meter and parking ticket 

revenues in the future. 
In spite of the state’s recent commitment to ad-

ditional local education aid, no one really knows if 
we can expect stable state aid in the long term. The 
precipitous reduction in the number of students 
enrolled in the Boston Public Schools [setting aside 
who actually shows up] could be a factor that will 
impact our state aid negatively. 

The economic uncertainty ahead will test the city’s 
financial strength like few other episodes in our 
history have. The development of next fiscal year’s 
budget will be a critical process for reckoning with 
difficult realities about the near-term outlook. The 
city has benefited from over a decade of growth in 
property tax revenue, which has enabled the city to 
commit to large investments in education, housing, 
and countless programs. A booming tax base is not 
something we can rely on forever, though. Without 
a vigilant focus on financial management and a re-
alistic outlook on declining revenue and controlling 
spending, the city will quickly lose its ability to meet 
its growing commitments. 

We cannot position ourselves to tempt a reduction 
in our bond rating or a possible year when revenues 
are insufficient for us to meet our obligations.

Boston has had over 30 years of extraordinary 
financial stewardship. Over the last decade, the city 
has maintained the highest possible bond ratings – 
which means we have access to capital funds to build 
parks, buildings, and infrastructure at the lowest 
possible rate. The city has run budget surpluses 
each year since the late 1980s. 

All of the above were made possible through a 
growing economy and strong financial management. 

Without certainty that the local economy will 
look the same as it has essentially been for decades, 
those who vie for the mayor’s office will have dif-
ficult financial decisions to make. Whoever is the 
next mayor must calculate revenues carefully and 
watch expenses.  

Lawrence DiCara is a former Boston City Coun-
cillor and a native of Dorchester.

Economic uncertainty will test next mayor

By Julia Blatt
World Water Day is 

observed each year on 
March 22. 

Since it was first 
designated as a marker 
by the United Nations 
in 1993, the date has 
served as a time to 
think about, and take 
action to address, the 
international water 
crisis. Clean water is 
not something to take 
for granted.  

Here in Massachu-
setts this year, our 
state’s communities 
have particular reason to celebrate.  The Legislature 
recently enacted, and Governor Baker signed into 
law, a state sewage notification bill, important new 
legislation that has been a long time coming.  

Massachusetts Rivers Alliance has led advocacy 
efforts with many partners—including the Neponset 
River Watershed Association— to pass this state law 
requiring sewer operators to establish a notification 
system that will let the public know when there is a 
discharge into a public waterbody, allowing residents 
can avoid contaminated waters. 

Fecal bacteria pose many public health threats, 
including ear and eye infections, skin rashes, hepa-
titis, and inflammation of the intestines. Emerging 
research also suggests that fecal bacteria can spread 
Covid-19. 

Many cities in the Northeast combine sewage and 
stormwater collection systems, a relic of long-ago 
urban engineering.  These systems are designed to 
bypass wastewater treatment facilities if the volume 
of water is too much for the facilities to handle. 

For these aging systems, heavy rain sends a 
mixture of untreated sewage and stormwater into 
local waterways. Until now, there was no way for 
the public to know when these discharges occurred, 
leaving people downstream at risk of contact with 
contaminated waters. ​

In 2018, an especially large volume of sewage 
pollution was discharged into the Merrimack River. 
As a downstream community, Newburyport bore the 
brunt of all this sewage winding up in their waters.

The problems experienced in Newburyport, how-
ever, are not unique.  ​Sewage discharges regularly 
harm water quality in our state, including in the 
Neponset River in Dorchester and Mattapan. 

In Massachu-
setts, there are 
181 combined 
sewer overflow 
(CSO) outfalls, 
and 24 CSO 
permittees. In 
a typical year, 
Massachusetts 
waterways re-
ceive almost 3 
billion gallons 
of untreated and 
partially treated 
sewage mixed 
with stormwa-
ter from CSOs. 
These outfalls 

are concentrated in urban areas, like Fall River, 
Lawrence, and Lowell, making CSO pollution an 
environmental justice issue, as the closest water-
ways to residents of urban neighborhoods may be 
contaminated without their knowing about it. 

The Massachusetts sewage notification bill was 
filed during five consecutive legislative sessions. 
Finally, last summer, the bill passed the Massa-
chusetts House unanimously, and was sent to the 
Senate, where it sat until the final hours of the 
legislative session in January of this year. In quick 
succession that night, the Senate voted to pass it, 
the House agreed to Senate modifications, sending 
the bill Gov. Baker, who signed it on Jan.12.

Raw and partially treated sewage should never 
be discharged into our waters. Public notification 
of sewage discharges is an important first step and 
Mass Rivers hopes the new law will lead to a greater 
public willingness to invest in much needed water 
infrastructure, including separating these combined 
sewer systems.

These are expensive projects, but these invest-
ments are critical to protecting our environment, 
public health and safety, and ensuring environmen-
tal justice and climate resiliency.  On World Water 
Day 2021, Mass Rivers encourages all Massachusetts 
residents to pledge themselves to the goal of clean, 
safe water for all.  

Julia Blatt is executive director of Massachusetts 
Rivers Alliance, which includes 80 organizational 
members across the Commonwealth.  Founded in 
2007, Mass Rivers works to strengthen statewide river 
policies in four areas: water quality, streamflow, wild-
life habitat, and investment in green infrastructure. 

New state sewage notification law marks 
progress in the fight for clean river water

 Larry DiCara

Having fun at the boat launch at Neponset II Park near Granite 
Ave. 	 Neponset River Watershed photo

There’s renewed hope this week that a confluence 
of state and city attention and monies will finally 
break an impasse over how best to move forward in 
rebuilding our vulnerable, but essential road system 
along Dorchester’s coastline. 

Baker administration officials — joined by aides 
to Mayor Walsh—rolled out welcome news last week 
that Boston and the Commonwealth will jointly fund 
a $1 million-plus study this year to further advance 
planning that has already been done to modernize 
Morrissey Boulevard. The scope of the engineering 
study will go beyond what the state’s Department 
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) has already 
done along Morrissey. The new study will amplify 
those plans and add in the bottleneck-round-about 
at Kosciuszko Circle and the roads that feed it: Day 
Boulevard, Old Colony Boulevard, and Columbia 
Road to Dot Ave.

The idea behind the new spending makes sense. The 
improvements eyed for Morrissey— which included, 
at last review, elevating the roadway to account for 
sea rise and storm surge and creating a dedicated 
bicycle lane— are sorely needed. But it would be folly 
to spend tens of millions of dollars to “fix” Morrissey 
without bringing Kosciuszko Circle into the mix. Up 
until now, however, the rotary had not been factored 
into the Morrissey re-build plan, which has been in 
limbo since December 2017. 

Rebooting the planning effort may seem frustrat-
ing to stakeholders who toiled through community 
meetings that began in earnest in 2016, but it’s not 
as if those existing plans, currently at 25 percent 
completed, according to our last reporting, need to 
be scuttled. They should not be.

According to Commissioner Jim Montgomery, the 
DCR has been working behind the scenes to refine 
its plan for the boulevard from Neponset Circle to 
Kosciuszko, which includes doing fresh assessments 
of drainage issues and identifying right-of-way and 
encroachment issues with abutters. Now, Mont-
gomery says, it makes sense to bring in the state’s 
transportation agency – MassDOT – to coordinate 
the next phase. 

The urgency to get this project “shovel ready” is not 
lost on anyone who travels Morrissey and the other 
roadways included in the study. The section that 
bisects Dorchester Bay between Freeport Street and 
UMass Boston’s Bianculli Way is a particular hazard 
for motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians. Even on dry 
weather days, it is prone to flood under high tide 
conditions; the passage over the Beades drawbridge 
is narrow and unforgiving for those not in a vehicle; 
and it’s a harrowing trip for all involved who must 
run the chute past the expressway off-ramp. 

When the study is complete, we hope to see a num-
ber of elements from the existing DCR plan intact, 
most especially a proposal to “drop a lane” from the 
boulevard along the beachfront stretch to accommo-
date safe transit for bicyclists. 

Aside from the present conditions, this study is 
essential as the Morrissey corridor and Columbia 
Point brace for what will be a massive transformation 
over the next decade. 

The redevelopment of the former Bayside Expo 
site and the current Santander campus alone will 
yield 5.9 million square feet of new, mixed-use of-
fice, retail, and housing, including as many as 1,740 
residential units. 

There are others in the pipeline, including hundreds 
of new units on the old Channel 56 and Phillips Old 
Colony sites and new office and retail space at the 
old Boston Globe plant. 

Taken together, all these new developments, and 
others yet to be envisioned, will put great stress on 
our existing infrastructure. We are pleased to see the 
state and city join forces here to move the needle on 
the effort. 	 – Bill Forry

Morrissey rehab
gets a big boost
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cases and zero deaths, and most of us didn’t think 
it would touch us, let alone upend our lives.  

As of this writing, the United States has now 
experienced 29 million documented cases and more 
than 522,000 deaths from Covid-19. Massachusetts 
has had 560,000 cases and 16,000 deaths.  

As a person who has spent most of my life in public 
health, my antenna certainly went up when I read 
about a respiratory virus in Wuhan, China, at the 
end of December 2019.  Though I was aware of the 
potential of these viruses from the world’s experience 
with H1N1, the Avian flu, SARS 1, Swine flu, Ebola, 
Legionnaires’ Disease, etc., the United States was 
mostly spared from the worst of those viruses, which 
wreaked havoc in other countries. 

At the time, I was more upset by the blame heaped 
on the Chinese and Chinese Americans and made 
sure that we took my son out for his birthday dinner 
to a Chinese restaurant to show our support for 
that community. We were the only non-Asians in 
the restaurant.  

In January 2020, I was at UMass Boston to meet 
Marcelo Suarez-Orozco, then a finalist for the chan-
cellor position at UMB. That very day a student was 
diagnosed with Covid at the student health office.  It 
was the first case of the coronavirus in the eastern 
US and only the eighth case in the entire nation.  It 
was scary to think I was there, but officials assured 
us that our risk was low. 

In February, I went about my regular business, 
although the media reported ominous stories on what 
was called “community spread” of the virus, meaning 
that health officials couldn’t trace a positive Covid 
case to a particular individual — it just appeared.  

Haley House in Roxbury had the misfortune of 
reopening on Feb. 1 and my wife and I went to a 
crowded fundraiser in New York City on Feb. 3, 
oblivious to the fact that the virus was sweeping into 
that city.  South End art openings, birthday parties, 
a community college conference in Washington DC, 
fundraisers, civic meetings — all the normal things 
continued. 

Yet, while President Trump was saying everything 
was under control, the virus was stealthily and 
steadily moving into the country.

On Feb. 26, the now-notorious Biogen conference 
opened at the Boston Marriott Long Wharf hotel, 
an event that ultimately caused the infection of as 

Call  
(617) 822-8271  

or visit  
CODMAN.ORG  

to make an 
appointment for 

your child. 

COMPLETE CARE  
ALL IN ONE PLACE!

  Codman Square Health Center offers  
comprehensive dental care for the  
whole family – including children, 
teenagers, and young adults.

  Codman has dental staff  
who specialize in treating  
youth and young adults.  
Our gentle approach keeps  
kids comfortable  
and happy!

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG

One year later, what lessons have we learned?
(Continued from page 1)

APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT:
HOMECENTER.BOSTON.GOV

617.635.4663

Homes are sold by lottery. Only qualified applicants may enter. The property is 
deed-restricted; owner-occupancy requirements apply. Income and asset 
limitations apply.  Requirements:  First time homebuyer. Homebuyer will need to 
complete an approved homebuyer education course prior to closing. Preferences: 
Certified Artist preference, Boston Residency preference, preference for 
households with a mobility impairment for accessible units, preference for 
households who meet or exceed the number of bedrooms.  Income limits for 
qualified buyers are based on 80% Area Median Income Limits as defined by HUD. 
Information is subject to change. We are not responsible for errors or omissions. 
Please note: Persons with disabilities and those with limited English language 
proficiency are entitled to request a reasonable accommodation.

Buyer will be selected by lottery.  
DEADLINE FOR LOTTERY APPLICATIONS 
IS APRIL 2, 2021.

14 condominiums in Mission Hill

1 persons

$66,650

2 persons

$76,150

3 persons

$85,700

4 persons

$95,200

To qualify, your annual income must be equal to or less than: 

Terrace Street Artist Condos

All units have hardwood floors, central air, washer and dryer, 
and security system. Both buildings include common studio space.

One unit in each building is built out 
for persons with a mobility impairments. 

132 Terrace Street includes 
seven one-bedroom, 

one-bathroom condominiums 
priced at $225,000.

40 Terrace Street includes 
seven two-bedroom, 

one-bathroom condominiums 
priced at $250,000.

State Sen. Nick Collins will host the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Breakfast as a virtual event to sup-
port Covid-19 relief efforts that will be broadcast on 
NESN and WROL Irish radio on Sun., March 21.

“While the event this year will be a bit different, 
we are excited to bring back this great Boston cele-
bration, support community relief efforts, and enjoy 
the cultural traditions of the Irish this St. Patrick’s 
Day weekend,” Collins said in a press release.

The online event will feature Cardinal Sean 
O’Malley, Gov. Baker, US Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
US Reps. Stephen Lynch and Ayanna Pressley, 
Mayor Walsh, Attorney General Maura Healey, 
and Senate President Karen Spilka, among others.

The event will be aired on NESN from 10 a.m. to 
noon, broadcast on WROL Irish 950 AM and 100.3 
FM, and streamed live at wrol.com.

Collins will host a virtual holiday breakfast March 21

many as 330,000 people and defined what became 
known as a “superspreader event.”

Any hope of avoiding the impact of the coronavirus 
disappeared in March.  In 12 short days, our world 
turned upside down.  Even as cases and deaths 
mounted worldwide and nationally, the month 
started normally. I went to a political fundraiser 
on March 1.  The presidential primary was held on 
March 2.  On March 4, my band, the Savin Hillbillies, 
played a fundraiser for the Uphams Corner Health 
Center at Dorchester Brewing Company. 

There was a celebration of Dr. Suarez-Orozco at 
the UMass Club on the 6th.  I went to Mass at St. 
Cecilia’s Church in the Back Bay on March 8.  It 
was our last in-person Mass with Fr. John Unni, 
who now attracts thousands of congregants online.  

I took the subway to several meetings on Mon-
day, March 9, the day Italy went into lockdown.  
Massachusetts declared a state of emergency on 
the 10th.  Events were being canceled in droves, 
but the Irish Cultural Centre decided to go forward 
with its event at the BC Club the night of the 10th.  
I remember going and leaving very early, as I felt 
uncomfortable even being in an elevator. It was my 
last subway ride home.  

On the 11th, the day the World Health Organiza-
tion declared a pandemic,I rode my bicycle downtown 
for meetings.  On the 12th, I pedaled to BNN for an 
interview about the coronavirus with Chris Lovett. 

My interview with Chris was prescient. I railed 
against the federal government’s inability to provide 
tests, saying “We don’t have enough test kits to 
screen people.  As a result, it’s spreading through 
the community through asymptomatic people who 
are walking around the community and have the 
virus and are spreading it to other people, many 
of whom could be in grave danger because of this.”  

I laid out the conditions we were seeing that would 
lead to the horror show that Covid has brought to 
the US and to the world.  After the interview, I rode 
my bike home, and began my year of social distance, 
masking, and creating an impenetrable bubble.  A 
couple of weeks later, I co-authored an op-ed in the 
New York Times calling for an immediate national 
policy for the wearing of masks in public.

The shame of this was how government wasted 
the time from New Year’s Day to the lockdown. The 
Obama administration had left the Trump admin-
istration a 69-page document entitled, “Playbook 
for Early Response to High-Consequence Emerging 
Infectious Disease Threats and Biological Incidents” 
that detailed what to do.  Covid-19 should not have 
been a surprise and authorities knew the things that 
have worked in the past to suppress transmissible 
diseases.  

We did not have the necessities to manage the 
virus, such as Personal Protective Equipment, 
screening tests, and mandating the use of masks.  
It took way too long for our national and state and 
city governments to come along to these tried-and-
true initiatives. Some officials never adopted these 
common sense things.  The result is the disaster 
that Covid has been for our country.  

A year ago, we had the chance to slow down and 
manage the virus.  Instead, we got denial, obfusca-
tion, and homicidal actions that resulted in trauma 
for millions of our country’s families.  These wounds 
will take years to overcome. 

This isn’t our first pandemic and it certainly won’t 
be our last.  For the sake of future generations, let’s 
hope we have learned something useful from our 
experience with Covid-19.

Bill Walczak is a Dorchester resident and co-found-
er and former CEO of Codman Square Health Center.
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By Daniel Sheehan
Arts & Features Editor
“Unraveling,”  the 

latest exhibition by 
Dorchester-based artist 
Susan Greer Emmer-
son, is now on display 
at Kingston Gallery in 
the South End through 
March 28.

Emmerson told the Re-
porter that the title of the 
show refers to a “general 
sensation describing all 
the things we’ve had to 
confront over the past 
year –and me personally, 
too. Things for so many 
people have come apart 
in such a major way,” she 
said. “I’m not saying I’m 
trying to make sense of 
it; maybe I’m just putting 
it out there for contem-
plation.”

Much of Emmerson’s 
previous work has fo-
cused on natural di-
sasters and forces of 
climate change that have 
displaced people and 
destroyed homes and 

lives in recent years. 
Last spring, as a deadly 
pandemic compounded 
other natural disasters 
and changed further 
the relationships people 
have with their homes, 

Emmerson recognized 
how the crisis exacerbat-
ed the destruction that 
was already occurring. 

Inspired by her Welsh 
heritage, Emmerson 
named a series of works 

“Hiraeth,” a Welsh word 
that expresses “the pro-
found homesickness and 
nostalgia for a home you 
cannot return to, or one 
that may never have 
existed.” 

In her series of six 
“Hiraeth” paintings, Em-
merson creates waves, 
piles, and masses of 
rubble, debris, and bro-
ken housing materi-
als. The catastrophic 
scenes reveal the frailty 
of the home structure up 
against greater natural 
forces.

“I draw an analogy 
between the physical 
breakup of home struc-
tures and everything 
that means psychologi-
cally and emotionally,” 
explained Emmerson. 
“You lose your safe space, 
you lose the place where 
you dream, you lose your 
nest where you curl up at 
night. It’s devastating, 
and people are losing it in 
so many ways, between 
death and evictions and 
natural disasters, wild-

fires, things like that. 
It just seemed like the 
natural world was going 
crazy, and it kind of refo-
cused my work; I knew I 
had to explore this.”

The idea for the series 
was in part influenced 
by her familiarity with, 
and interest in, archi-
tecture, she noted: “My 
dad was an engineer 
and a contractor who put 
us to work, so I know a 
lot about how to build a 
house, and I know a lot 
about how they come 
apart.”

In each Hiraeth paint-
ing, the houses are more 
and more demolished 
and disintegrated. Em-
merson used bright col-
ors to evoke the dream-
like qualities that people 
might have of the mem-
ories of their homes. 
She used mainly basic 
forms of housing stock, 
but included a nod to 
her Dorchester digs by 
sprinkling one or two 
three-deckers amid the 
rubble.

For “Nobody Has It 
Coming,” the foreboding 
sculpture centerpiece of 
the exhibition, Emmer-
son used Tyvek house 
wrap, electrical wire and 
tape to craft abstracted, 
sinister towers that are 
in the process of either 
being destroyed or re-
built. The title reflects 
how nobody expects or 
deserves to see their 
homes vanish; the trau-
ma is naturally inflicted, 
yet at the same time 
perpetrated by the man-
made threat of climate 
change. 

“I’ve been looking into 
so many aspects of this, 
the psychology of los-
ing your home and the 
psychology of natural 
disasters, and how treat-
ing those who have gone 

through the trauma of 
losing one’s home is, to 
a psychologist, different 
than other types of trau-
ma because it involves 
the whole community; it’s 
not only a personal loss; 
it’s the loss of the entire 
community.”

A former ear, nose, and 
throat surgeon, Emmer-
son said learning about 
the virus and witnessing 
its toll was particularly 
gruesome for her. As the 
death toll steadily rose 
and days in isolation 
melded together, she 
worked on a pair of art 
pieces — ”Unwinding” 
and “Unraveling” — to 
pass and mark the time. 

Her use of bleach on 
black paper to painstak-
ingly etch thread and 
rope that goes from being 
tightly coiled to loosely 
unraveled evokes loss 
through the chemical 
process itself: ”I’m not 
putting anything into 
the paper like you would 
do with paint; I’m taking 
something away,” she 
said.

“I started doing this, 
and it’s not like a specif-
ic number of days, but 
it was kind of tracking 
Covid because I made 
it during that time,” ex-
plained Emmerson. “It’s 
the idea of the orderliness 
of everything and it all 
falling apart.”

“Unraveling” will re-
main on display at Kings-
ton Gallery in the South 
End through March 28. 
Gallery hours are 12-5 
p.m. Wed-Sun and by 
appointment. Attendees 
will be limited to eight 
at a time in the gallery 
space, with facemasks 
and social distancing 
required. For more in-
formation, visit kings-
tongallery.com. 

The Irish World Academy of Music and Dance, University of Limerick, presents 
a special performance of music, song and dance for St Patrick’s Day.  This 
unique concert has performers from all over the world coming together at 
University Concert Hall for an exciting virtual event, featuring 
special guests Rhiannon Giddens, Fidget 
Feet Aerial Dance Theatre, and students 
and graduates of the Academy. 

For more information on and link to this free 
concert please visit  
www.irishworldacademy.ie

University of Limerick presents a 
Virtual St. Patrick’s Day Concert 8pm est

Dot artist explores themes of  disruption in South End show

Emmerson crafted this sculpture, “Nobody Has It Coming,” with Tyvek house 
wrap, electrical wire, and tape. 	 Will Howlcroft photo

A GOOD LIFE,  
BUILT BY  
HAND.
NBSS.EDU/PROGRAMS
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By Katie Trojano
Reporter Staff

A Roxbury-based developer wants to 
build a 4-story, 15-unit condominium 
building at 120-122 Hancock St. in 
Dorchester on what is now a vacant, 
city-owned parcel. Under the proposal, 
which was discussed in a virtual meet-
ing sponsored by the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency (BPDA) on 
Monday— all 15 units would be mar-
keted as “affordable.”

The 20,500-square-foot building 
would be accompanied by 9 on-site 
parking spaces and would include a 
shared lounge, a bike room, and in-unit 
laundry amenities. The breakdown is 
a proposed mix of 3 one-bedroom units 
and 12 two-bedrooms, all of which would 
be income-restricted, according to 
Kamran Zahedi, president of Urbanica. 

The development company responded 
to a Request for Proposals issued by 
the city in 2019 to build a 100 percent 
affordable homeownership project on 
the city-owned site in partnership with 
the city’s Department of Neighborhood 
Development (DND.) 

Affordability is proposed at two 
different levels, with 8 units reserved 

for households earning at or below 80 
percent Area Median Income (AMI), 
and the remaining 7 units for those 
who make at or below 100 percent AMI. 

“These houses wouldn’t be possible 
if the city didn’t participate in the 
initiative for creating homeownership 
by providing land and a substan-
tial subsidy,” said Zahedi.   “Most of 
these affordable projects have a huge 
financial gap to cover and they are 
mission-based and we’re happy to be 
a part of creating homeownership in 
these neighborhoods.” 

Hansy Better Barraza, principal of 
Studio Luz Architects, said the latest 
iteration of the team’s proposal is 

the result of feedback from DND and 
neighbors over a series of meetings last 
November and December.

Barraza pointed out that the project 
site is a 15-minute walk to either the 
commuter rail at Uphams Corner or 
the Red Line station at Savin Hill and 
near several bus routes. 

Parking was a concern raised early 
on, so the Urbanica team commissioned 
a parking study with the Boston Trans-
portation Department (BTD.) 

In a Q & A session, the 17 attendees 
on the call were invited to ask questions 
and provide feedback. 

Barbara Gross, a Dorchester resident, 
asked: “Why is every building getting 
built only offering 1- and 2-bedrooms, 
with very little, if any, 3-bedrooms. 
There are families in the area looking 
for housing that need 4-bedrooms. 
What do you think about expanding 
the apartment sizes?” 

Zahedi replied: “The proposal we gave 
was based on 15 units, so building bigger 
units wouldn’t be possible. Plus, this 
housing is 100 percent affordable and 
we have certain financial constraints to 
meet. With all of these factors we came 
to the conclusion that the scheme we 

have is the most feasible,” he added. 
“Also, if you include more bedrooms, 
you need more parking and we don’t 
have that space.” 

Aisling Kerr, the BPDA project man-
ager, replied: “I know that  at DND, 
when they work on projects like this 
on city-owned land, they try to find 
a balance. They look at the existing 
housing stock, and figure out what’s 
necessary and appropriate for the area, 
and what the need is.” 

“I think here’s a good case to be made 
for smaller units that take the pressure 
off those triple-deckers that house a lot 
of families,” Kerr said.

Mike Prokosch said he “appreciated 
the project,” and asked specifically 
what measures the team would take to 
produce a sustainable, environmentally 
conscious outcome.  

Barraza said that all new affordable 
housing projects in the city must meet 
passive house standards, and the 
project would make use of heat pumps 
and provide a well-insulated exterior 
and interior. 

The BPDA’s public comment period 
for the project will remain open until 
March 26. 

THE CITY OF BOSTON CAN HELP YOU
save money on your water and sewer bill.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh #BOSCanHelp BOS:311

Boston Water and Sewer Commission now provides seniors and
disabled homeowners a 30% discount on the sewer portion of their
monthly bill to go with the 30% discount on water. New discount
automatically applied to those already signed up. Are you eligible 
but don’t presently get a discount? Call 617-989-7800 to get signed up.

‘100 percent affordable’ condos pitched for Hancock Street

Secure sponsorship of our Bankers and Tradesman listings once every month now!  

Call 617-436-1222 x 14 or email AdDesk@dotnews.com for more information.

THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS!

	 Buyer 	 Seller 	 Address 		  Date 	 Price

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

Juan, Atehortua		  Xie, Christie Y			   82 Wheatland Ave	 Dorchester		  02/17/21	 $935,000
Flex Investments LLC		  Westville Way LLC			   4 Westville Ter	 Dorchester		  02/19/21	 480,000
Le, Khoa		  Le, Tam			   1 Melville Ave	 Dorchester		  02/16/21	 93,700
Morris, George		  Tilles, Barry	 Shoemaker, Sarah C	 36 Robinson St	 Dorchester		  02/16/21	 525,000
Tran, Nhi	 Tran, Muoi	 Ogunjobi, Elciana S			   27-A Hecla St	 Dorchester		  02/18/21	 376,000
Rock Solid LLC		  Miller, Shirley A			   34 Gleason St	 Dorchester		  02/16/21	 485,000
Panarelli, Michael P	 Drew, John A	 Vaughn-Martel, C W	 Vaughn-Martel, Brian R	 58 Dracut St	 Dorchester		  02/19/21	 899,000
Reynoso-Santos, Salvarys		  Sullivan, Geanine M	 Swain, Carolyn	 14 Arbroth St	 Dorchester		  02/19/21	 860,000
BT Holland Dev LLC		  Flores, Claudia	 US Bank NA	 10 Van Winkle St	 Dorchester		  02/19/21	 375,000
Castle Rock Norfolk LLC		  Boston City Of			   36 Goodale Rd	 Mattapan		  02/19/21	 5,554
Castle Rock Norfolk LLC		  Boston City Of			   9 Leston St		  Mattapan		  02/19/21	 5,554
Georges, Ruth		  Walker, Deborah R			   24 Rockdale St	 Mattapan		  02/19/21	 478,000
Castle Rock Norfolk LLC		  Boston City Of			   523 Norfolk St	 Mattapan		  02/19/21	 5,554
Stuart, Aidan	 Zukoff, Hannah	 21 Dix Street NT	 Coval, Doug	 21 Dix St #2		 Dorchester		  02/17/21	 412,500
Norvell, Breane		  Moss, Daniel	 Haaren, Tyler	 100 Capen St #5	 Dorchester		  02/17/21	 243,000
Roach, Sioney V		  Mcneill, Mary			   137 Olney St #137	 Dorchester		  02/16/21	 465,000
Castle Rock Norfolk LLC		  Boston City Of			   Hosmer St		  Mattapan		  02/19/21	 5,554
Castle Rock Norfolk LLC		  Boston City Of			   Violet St		  Mattapan		  02/19/21	 5,554

Architect sketch of proposed complex.
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COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU20D0023DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
VBENOSAKHARE OSAMEDE 

IZEVBIZUA
vs.

PARTICIA IZEVBIZUA
To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 
Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for irretrievable breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Vbenosakhare 
Osamede Izevbizua, 5 Dresser St., 
Providence, RI 02909 your answer, if 
any, on or before 04/01/2021. If you fail 
to do so, the court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file a copy of 
your answer, if any, in the office of the 
Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: January 5, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: March 11, 2021

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
NORFOLK PROBATE and FAMILY COURT

35 SHAWMUT ROAD
CANTON, MA 02021

Docket No. NO20D0017DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
DOMINIQUE N. WHITE

vs.
PAUL A. MONTAQUE

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for irretrievable breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Dominique N. 
White, 1204 Station Circle, Dedham, 
MA 02026 your answer, if any, on or 
before 04/15/2021. If you fail to do so, 
the court will proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your answer, 
if any, in the office of the Register of 
this Court.

Witness, HON. PATRICIA GORMAN, 
First Justice of this Court. 

Date: February 23, 2021
Colleen M. Brierley
Register of Probate

Published: March 11, 2021

LEGAL NOTICES

Formerly the Irish International Immigrant Center.

The Rian Immigrant Center provides a range of immigration legal, 
resource and support services to immigrants from Ireland and from 
around the globe.  
 
Contact us at 617-542-7654 or see our website riancenter.org 
for more information.

Lá Fhéile Pádraig 
sona daoibh!*

* Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

riancenter.org

RIAN_AD_CONCEPTS_2021_F.indd   1 3/5/21   1:10 PM

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
NORFOLK PROBATE and FAMILY COURT

35 SHAWMUT ROAD
CANTON, MA 02021

Docket No. NO20D1398DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
RONDA LOFTON

vs.
WILBERT LOFTON

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for irretrievable breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Barry R. Lewis, 
Esq., Law Offices of Barry R. Lewis, 
16 Lanewood Ave., Framingham, MA 
01701 your answer, if any, on or before 
04/15/2021. If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. PATRICIA GORMAN, 
First Justice of this Court. 

Date: February 23, 2021
Colleen M. Brierley
Register of Probate

Published: March 11, 2021

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU19D2465DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
JOHNNY LEE NGUYEN

(behalf Guardian)
vs.

THI BOP PHA THACH
To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 
Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for irretrievable breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and re-
quired to serve upon: Khuong Nguyen, 
Esq., Law Office of Khuong Nguyen, PC, 
572 Freeport St., Unit B, Dorchester, MA 
02122 your answer, if any, on or before 
05/06/2021. If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 4, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: March 11, 2021

• Wednesday 
   1pm - 8pm

• Please wear a mask. 

• Testing is at no cost to you.

COMMUNITY COVID -  19  
TESTING AT DOTHOUSE

• Monday / Tuesday 
  Thursday / Friday 

9am - 4pm

• First come, first serve basis.

• Please arrive 30 minutes before the start of  
our testing hours to receive your time slot slip.

• Once time slots are filled for the day,  
please return during our next testing hours.

• Please bring your insurance card &  
photo ID (if available).

COVID Triage Line: 617-740-2292 
1353 Dorchester Avenue 
Dorchester, MA 02122 

www.DotHouseHealth.org

City, state to fund new Morrissey study
ment to improve mobility 
and increase resiliency 
along Morrissey Boule-

vard and at Kosciusz-
ko Circle,” said Mayor 
Martin J. Walsh in a 
statement announcing 

the plan last Wednesday 
afternoon. “The results 
of this study will lead 
to near-term improve-

ments and long-lasting 
solutions that will pro-
tect and support this 
neighborhood, its resi-

dents, and its businesses 
for generations to come.”

State Rep. Dan Hunt, 
who has been pushing 
for the Morrissey project 
and related improve-
ments along this key 
corridor, said he was 
pleased to see this new 
city-state collaboration 
to focus on new elements 
of the plan.

“This is great news,” 
said Hunt. “I appreciate 
the work that the mayor 
and governor have done 
on this. The $500,000 
from the city will add to 
the upwards of several 
million from the state 
that have already been 
put into a plan to elevate 
Morrissey.”

The state-led effort 
to redesign the critical 
coastal roadway has 
not advanced beyond 
25 percent design phase 
since 2017, after the 
most recent community 
meetings and comment 
period on the topic ended. 
The Morrissey redesign 
— at that time— was 
estimated to cost at least 
$40 million. Project man-
agers have since said 
that they expect the con-
struction will take place 
in phases over ten years, 
mainly due to financial 
reasons. 

Scott Bosworth, the 
Undersecretary and 
chief strategy officer at 
MassDOT, said that the 
study would likely begin 
in the coming weeks after 

a contractor is hired.
The city’s Boston Plan-

ning and Development 
Agency (BPDA) and 
MassDOT will both con-
tribute $500,000 each to 
begin the planning effort.

“It’s been in our sights 
for many years,” he 
said.  “Within the next 
few weeks, we will be 
launching the study. 
MassDot will lead it in 
partnership with DCR 
and City of Boston. 

“We expect the study 
to take about a year,” 
Bosworth added.

Jim Montgomery, the 
commissioner of the 
state’s Dept. of Conser-
vation and Recreation 
said: “This is the next log-
ical step in that process. 
We’ve done the design 
here and we want to look 
at the impacts on the 
entire corridor in terms 
of economic development 
and climate resiliency. 
It’s a great partnership 
and we’re excited about 
this.”

Said Michael Christo-
pher, a deputy director at 
the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency: 
“The city and state both 
see Morrissey Boule-
vard, regardless of eco-
nomic development, as a 
major corridor. Economic 
development plays a role, 
but I think this is more of 
a sort of legacy of trying 
to get this roadway right 
from a lot of different 
vantage points.”
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By Martha Bebinger
WBUR Reporter

Massachusetts re-
ceived 58,000 doses of 
the Johnson & Johnson 
coronavirus vaccine last 
week, the first ship-
ment of what could be 
a substantial boost in 
vaccination efforts here 
and across the country. 

But it’s not clear how 
that boost will play out 
or when it will start. 
Gov. Baker said he is 
not expecting any more 
J&J deliveries until 
late this month early 
April. And he hasn’t 
spelled out how Massa-
chusetts might target 
the J&J vaccine given 
its unique advantages: 
it’s a single dose shot, 
and it can be moved 
around a lot — even jos-
tled — without risking 
stability.

Seventy-two percent of 
Americans who received 
the J&J vaccine in trials 
were protected from a 
mild to moderate case of 
Covid-19, as compared 
to more than 90 percent 
for the vaccines from 
Moderna and Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech. The three are 
similar at preventing 
the worst outcomes: 
hospitalizations and 
death. Public health 
and medical experts are 
urging people to get any 
vaccine offered.

“If someone offered me 
any one of those three 
vaccines, I absolutely 

would be comfortable 
and would be very will-
ing to take any one of 
those three,” said Dr. 
Paul Biddinger, who 
chairs the vaccine ad-
visory board in Massa-
chusetts.

In fact, you may not 
have a choice. Many 
hospitals and health 
centers say they’ll give 
patients the vaccine 
that’s available at the 
time of their appoint-
ment because managing 
the timing, logistics, 
and supply of three 
different vaccines is 
complicated enough.

Charles River Com-
munity Health, which 
serves 15,000 mostly 
low to moderate income 
patients at  clinics in 
Allston-Brighton and 
Waltham, has been told 
to expect alternating de-
liveries of Moderna one 
week and J&J the next. 
Other health centers are 
getting Pfizer as well. 
And if patients object 
to the week and the 
vaccine they’re offered?

“We’ll attempt to edu-
cate them,” says Charles 
River CEO Elizabeth 
Browne. “If patients feel 
really strongly about 
one vaccine or the other, 
we’ll say, ‘We hope you 
can understand that 
we need to vaccinate as 
many people as we can 
as quickly as possible.’”

It remains unclear 
whether all of the state’s 

large-scale vaccination 
centers will begin re-
ceiving the J&J vaccine 
once supplies increase, 
in addition to Moderna 
and Pfizer. Tufts Medi-
cal Center, which began 

injecting J&J doses this 
week, is also not offer-
ing or entertaining a 
patient’s choice.

“That’s for a variety 
of reasons,” says Dr. 
Helen Boucher, chief 

of infectious diseases 
at Tufts. “The first and 
most important is that 
there is no reason to 
pick one over the other 
because all three are 
safe and effective.”

This article was first 
published by WBUR 
90.9FM on March 5. The 
Reporter and WBUR 
share content through 
a media partnership.

                             WE KNOW LOCAL

  

 Want to
 talk insurance?

 CALL THE OLD KIDS ON THE BLOCK.

Your car. Your home. Your business. They’re all in the area. Wouldn’t it be nice to work with an insurance company that is, too?  We’ve been in 
Dorchester since 1923. So at this point, we’re not only insurance experts, we’re local experts.  Call us to get the policy that’s right (really right) for you.  

Call 617 825-3900. Or visit Hlevenbaum.com

 

 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
OFFICE OF SENATOR COLLINS 

STATE HOUSE, Room 410, BOSTON, 02133 
 
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE           Contact: Leo Stella 
March 6, 2021                                    617-722-1150 

@NickCollinsMA                     
Leo.Stella@MASenate.Gov 
 

SEN. COLLINS NAMED CHAIR OF COMMITTEE ON 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & SMALL BUSINESS  

Helps Secure Over $10 Million for Local Businesses 
 

BOSTON – Recently, State Senator Nick Coll ins was named Chair of the Senate 
Committee of Community Development and Small Business for the 192nd General Court of 
Massachusetts. The Committee is tasked with all matters concerning small business 
operations, local economies, neighborhood and economic development, and community-based 
job creation.  

“I am honored to be appointed to this important leadership role at such a critical time. As we 
seek to build back a vibrant, equitable, and accessible economy, our small businesses need our 
support,” said Senator Coll ins. “I am excited to get to work with our local partners in 
Community Development Corporations (CDC’s), affordable housing developments, and Main 
Street Associations to continue that work of building strong and resilient communities.”  

The appointment comes after the Legislature has dedicated hundreds of millions of dollars for 
grants, resources, and support for small businesses across the Commonwealth. In the last few 
months, Senator Coll ins has worked with the Administration to secure over $10 million in 
small business relief grants across the First Suffolk District alone, providing over 300 
businesses in Dorchester, Mattapan, South Boston, and Hyde Park an average of 
nearly $40,000 each to support the local economy, create quality jobs for residents, and 
invest in our communities. 

On March 4th the Mass Growth Capital Corporation (MGCC) announced another round of 
COVID-19 business relief grants. “As the consequences of the pandemic continue to be felt, 
there is considerable adversity in the small business community, especially in communities 
that have not historically seen significant investment,” said Senator Coll ins “I plan to 
continue to advocate for more grant opportunities for our communities and work to position 
our economy for a robust and equitable recovery.”  

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR 

APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN 
FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON 

PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket No. SU21P0368GD

in the MATTER OF: 
ALEXANDER I. WILLIAMS

of BOSTON, MA 
RESPONDENT 

Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all other 

interested persons, a petition has been filed 
by Charlene Williams of Boston, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleging that Alex-
ander I. Williams is in need of a Guardian 
and requesting that Charlene Williams of 
Boston, MA (or some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that 
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on file with this 
court and may contain a request for certain 
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 04/08/2021. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice 
of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: February 25, 2021
Published: March 11, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

Vaccine distributions scheduling remains tough effort to nail down
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and say that number 
is even lower,” said 
Walsh.  “We’re working 
on that now to make sure 
we get those numbers as 
low as possible.” 

As of March 3, more 
than 113,000 Bostonians 
aged 16 and older had 
received their first dose 
of either the Moder-
na orPfizer vaccine— 
about 20 percent of the 
city’s over-16 population. 
More than 56,000 people 
— roughly 10 percent— 
are now fully vaccinated, 
he said. 

There are now 19 
vaccination sites in the 
city, including 8 com-
munity-based sites, 9 
pharmacies, and 2 mass 
sites—the Reggie Lewis 
Center in Roxbury and 
Fenway Park, which will 
be replaced over the next 
few weeks by the John 
B. Hynes Convention 
Center in the Back Bay 
to make way for the Red 
Sox and the start of their 
season.

“We will continue to 
hold 50 percent of the 
appointments for lo-
cal residents of color 

from the neighborhoods 
around Reggie Lewis,” 
said Walsh. 

The mayor urged res-
idents who haven’t been 
vaccinated to get tested 
at one of the city’s 25 
testing sites, regardless 
of symptoms.   Marty 
Martinez, the city’s chief 
of Health and Human 
Services, said the Covid 
metrics have decreased 
steadily since January, 
but added: “We have 
started to see them 
flatten a little bit, so 
we’re going to continue 
to monitor for increased 
activity.

“It’s vitally important 
that we continue to get 
tested,” he said. “Ninety 
percent of folks are not 
fully vaccinated and so 
I stress to people the 
importance of getting 
tested. We’ve started 
to see testing usage go 
down, and it’s important 
that we continue to use 
this critical tool.”

St. Patrick’s Day, and 
the traditional packing 
of barrooms and house 
parties, is clearly of 
concern to Walsh and 
his team. Restaurants 

AUTO BODY REPAIRS		  (617) 825-1760
		  (617) 825-2594
		  FAX (617) 825-7937

150 Centre Street
Dorchester, MA 02124

Free Pick-Up & Delivery Service

DUFFY
ASPHALT SHINGLES • RUBBER ROOFING

• COPPER WORK • SLATE • GUTTERS  
• CHIMNEYS

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

(617) 436-8828 DAYS
(617) 282-3469

Steinbach’s Service

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Station Inc.

321 Adams St., Dorchester 02122
Corner of  Gibson Street
State Inspection Center

DUCTLESS mini-split a/c & heat pump
Installation, sales & service

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL -  TODDLER  

7:30-5:30

617-265-2665
email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester  	 Lic. #291031

Support our local restaurants 
Order online or by phone

Dorchester Reporter recommends
Dot Dining & Take-Away Guide

Great Dining in the neighborhood

Ashmont Grill
Year round outdoor dining  
w/heated Private Cubby

Full menu available for online ordering or delivery
Thu-Mon 5-10, Sun 11-3 brunch, 5-8 dinner

ashmontgrill.com 
Phone: 617-825-4300

Tavolo Ristaurante & Bar
Family Size options available totake out

Book your reservations on RESY
Tues-Sat 5-10

TavoloPizza.com 
Phone: 617-822-1918

DotNews/ Dorchester Reporter 
supports local restaurants

To advertise here, call 617-436-1222 
addesk@dotnews.com

Delicious 
Chef-Prepared 

Food
in the Neighborhood

Carpentry, Roofing, Painting 
		  Gutters, Masonry 
		  Decks & Porches
		  Windows & Doors

Kerry Construction, Inc.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

‘Don’t let up’ on virus precautions, says Walsh, citing holiday
(Continued from page 1)

By Matt Murphy 
State House
News Service

As Fenway Park pre-
pares to welcome back 
players, coaches, and 
a limited number of 
fans next month for the 
start of the new baseball 
season, the home of the 
Red Sox will be saying 
goodbye to the patients 
who have been churning 
through the turnstiles of 
the iconic ballpark since 
early February for more 
than peanuts and Crack-
er Jacks.

More than 25,000 
shots of Covid-19 vac-
cines have been admin-
istered at the park in re-
cent weeks, and officials 

said that by the end of 
this month they expect 
that more than 55,000 
vaccinations will have 
been completed under 
the grandstands.

But Gov. Baker said 
last Thursday that by 
the time the first pitch 
of the new season is 
thrown on April 1, all 
vaccination efforts at one 
of the state’s seven mass 
vaccination sites will 
have been relocated not 
far away, to the Hynes 
Convention Center in 
the  Back Bay.

The Hynes will open 
on March 18, the gov-
ernor said, and Fenway 
will take its last patient 
on March 27, providing 

some overlap. Those 
scheduled for a second 
dose at Fenway after 
the park closes will have 
their appointments hon-
ored at the convention 
center.

“The fundamental pur-
pose of Fenway Park is 
to provide a place for 
the Red Sox to practice 
and play baseball ... ,” 
Baker said, thanking the 
team and CIC Health for 
turning the park into a 
successful vaccination 
site.

He added, “The Hynes 
will also be able to scale 
up to a significantly larg-
er number without the 
distraction that would 
come with being part of a 
ballpark that is actually 
active.”

Following Baker’s an-
nouncement the week 
before that he would 
allow 12 percent capac-
ity, or about 4,500 fans 
at Fenway, to return to 

large venues later this 
month, the Red Sox 
said they were “fully 
committed to supporting 
the state’s vaccination 
program and expect 
Fenway Park to contin-
ue to operate as a mass 
vaccination site beyond 
the start of the regular 
season.”

The governor, howev-
er, said that the return of 
player and team person-
nel to the park for both 
games and practices, the 
confusion it could create 
for vaccine patients, and 
the availability of the 
Hynes — which Baker 
has proposed to sell off as 
a state asset — made the 
transition to the Hynes a 
sensible thing to do.

About 1,500 shots a 
day have been admin-
istered continually at 
Fenway, and the Hynes 
is projected to ramp up to 
that number this month.

Mass vaccination site moving from 
Fenway to the Hynes Center facility

will continue to enforce 
a 90-minute limit on 
seating in place, the 
mayor said, and  no lines 
should be formed outside 
restaurants.

Ahead of the holiday 
last year, bars around 
the city voluntarily shut 
down when long lines 
formed outside – espe-
cially in South Boston. 
The parade has been 
cancelled again this year 
and the mayor urged 
people  residents not 
to engage in any kind 

of large gatherings and 
not to have house parties 
with anyone who is not 
an immediate family 
member.

“The city is going to be 
enforcing safety proto-
cols,” he said. “I’m asking 
the people of Boston to 
do the right thing. Don’t 
put our progress at risk 
because people want 
to have a party on St. 
Patrick’s Day. We’ll have 
plenty of opportunities 
to celebrate when the 
pandemic is over.” 

He added: “In terms 
of Boston’s tourism 
economy...   If we don’t 
get through these next 
couple of months, and 
the numbers skyrocket 
again, tourism might 
lose the whole year.” 

In Boston, limits on 
private gatherings re-
main at 10 people for 
indoor events, and 25 
outdoors. 

Outdoor dining in Bos-
ton is slated to begin 
April 1, but the mayor 
noted that city officials 

are looking at ways to 
“see if we can move that 
date forward.”

By April 1, per a 
phased-in reopening 
schedule for Boston Pub-
lic Schools, all students 
will have been invited 
back to classrooms for 
in-person learning. Last 
week, Pre-K through 3rd 
graders were welcomed 
back, with grades 4-8 
scheduled to return on 
March 15, and 9-12th 
graders invited into 
classrooms on March 29. 
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HELP WANTED

$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Fees may reduce earnings. Other fees may apply, 
see schedule of fees for details. Gift is awarded when account is opened. Please note, in the event the value of the 
free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to report the gift value on form 1099-INT. The recipient is responsible 
for all applicable taxes. Bank rules and regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.

                                    800.657.3272         EBSB.comMember FDIC | Member DIF
NMLS # 457291

→ Instant issue ATM/VISA® check card with  
      access to Allpoint® ATM network

→ Mobile Banking, People Pay and Mobile    
      Check Deposit

→ Online Banking, Bill Pay and e-Statements

→ Plus, get your FREE GIFT when you open   
      any new checking account!

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT
AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

Simply Free Checking       ∙     Interest Checking       ∙  Premier Checking

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

ESCAPE FOR A
LITTLE WHILE.
We’ll take care of 
the rest.

Receptionist/Administrative Assistant – Full Time
Primary Responsibilities:
Operate a multi-line telephone system in a courteous and professional manner
Greet office guests and direct to proper person
Sort and distribute incoming mail. Prepare outgoing mail
Process UPS and FedEx Shipping
Perform general administrative functions related to payroll or construction 
accounting administration
Provide general administrative support for all departments such as, copying, 
filing and scanning
Maintain office supplies
Additional duties as required

Position Requirements:
Experience in a fast paced business environment
Proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, Outlook and Power Point
Strong organizational skills
Ability to handle confidential and sensitive material at a professional level
Strong verbal communication skills
Demonstrate initiative and innovative thinking
Ability to handle a variety of tasks with minimal supervision

Send an email and resume to Jobs@pjkennedy.com   

Truck Driver/Warehouse Worker – Full Time
Primary Responsibilities:

Loading and unloading of equipment
Operating a fork lift
Material management
Deliveries to job sites
Cleanup of job sites and facilities
Yard maintenance

Candidate must be:

Able to operate a Non-CDL Flatbed truck
Reliable
Self-motivated
Be able to work in a team environment
Have a valid driver’s license and a clean driving record
Pass a Pre-Employment screening

Send an email and resume to Jobs@pjkennedy.com   

     Equal Housing Opportunity  
 

 
BPDA	Income-Restricted	Home	Ownership	Opportunity	

10	Taber	Street	
Roxbury,	MA	02119	

www.10TaberLottery.com		
	

6	Income-Restricted	Home	Ownership	Units	
#	of	Units	 #	of	Bedrooms	 AMI	 Price	

2	 1	Bedroom	 60%	 $124,000	
2	 1	Bedroom	 80%	 $186,400	
1	 1	Bedroom*	 80%	-	100%**	 $248,600	
1	 2	Bedroom	 80%	-	100%**	 $288,700	

*One	unit	is	built	out	for	persons	with	mobility	impairments	
**These	units	are	available	to	those	who	earn	more	than	80%	but	less	than	100%	of	AMI	

	
Maximum	Income	Limits	(set	by	the	BPDA	+	based	on	household	size	+	AMI)	

Household	size	 60%	AMI	 80%	AMI	 100%	AMI	
1	 $50,000	 $66,650	 $83,300	
2	 $57,150	 $76,200	 $95,200	
3	 $64,300	 $85,700	 $107,100	
4	 $71,400	 $95,200		 $119,000	
5	 $77,150	 $102,850	 $128,550	
6	 $82,850	 $110,450	 $138,050	

	
Maximum	Asset	Limits	

60%	-	80%	AMI	 100%	AMI	
$75,000	 $100,000	

Does	not	include	retirement.	Does	include	Real	Estate	
	

For	more	on	income	+	asset	eligibility,	please	visit:	http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/income,-asset,-and-
price-limits	

	
Applications	are	available	during	the	application	period	from:	
Monday,	March	8,	2021	–	Wednesday,	March	24,	2021	

	
To	request	and	complete	the	application	online,	please	visit:		www.10TaberLottery.com		

To	have	a	hard	copy	of	the	application	sent	to	your	mailing	address,	please	call:	781-992-5310	
	
After	careful	consideration	and	an	abundance	of	caution,	the	City	of	Boston	has	decided	to	cancel	the	in-
person	application	distribution	period.		If	you	cannot	complete	the	application	online,	please	call	us	at	781-
992-5310,	to	request	that	we	mail	you	one	and	to	ask	us	for	any	guidance	you	might	need	to	complete	the	
application.	

	
Fully	completed	+	signed	applications	must	be	submitted		

online	or	postmarked	no	later	than	Wednesday,	March	24,	2021	
	

Mailed	to:	
Maloney	Properties,	Inc.,	
Attention:	10	Taber	Lottery	

27	Mica	Lane,	Wellesley	MA	02481	
	

● Selection	by	lottery.	Asset,	Use	&	Resale	Restrictions	apply.			
● Preference	for	Boston	Residents.		
● Preference	for	Households	With	at	least	One	Person	Per	Bedroom.		
● Preference	for	First-Time	Homebuyers.	
● Minimum	3%	down	payment	required	

	
For	more	information,	language	assistance,	or	to	make	a	request	for	reasonable	accommodations,	please	call	

Maloney	Properties,	Inc.	at	781-992-5310	US	Relay	711	|	Email:	10Taber@maloneyproperties.com		

CDC offers updated guidance for the vaccinated 
By Colin A. Young

State House
News Service

People who are fully 
vaccinated against Cob-
vid-19 can gather indoors 
with other fully vacci-
nated people without 
having to wear a mask 
or to maintain social 
distance, the US Centers 
for Disease Control said 
Monday. 

Fully vaccinated peo-
ple can also visit indoors 
with a single household of 
unvaccinated people who 
are at low risk for severe 
illness without masks or 

physical distancing. 
“For example, fully 

vaccinated grandpar-
ents can visit indoors 
with their unvaccinated 
healthy daughter and her 
healthy children without 
wearing masks or phys-
ical distancing, provided 
none of the unvaccinated 
family members are at 
risk of severe Covid-19,” 
the CDC said. 

But people should con-
tinue to wear masks and 
keep at least six feet of 
distance in public even 
after they become vacci-
nated, the agency added. 

“Currently authorized 
vaccines in the United 
States are highly effec-
tive at protecting vac-
cinated people against 
symptomatic and severe 
Covid-19. Additional-
ly, a growing body of 
evidence suggests that 
fully vaccinated people 
are less likely to have 
asymptomatic infection 
and potentially less likely 
to transmit SARS-CoV-2 
to others,” the CDC said 
in its interim guidance. 

“How long vaccine pro-
tection lasts and how 
much vaccines protect 

against emerging SARS-
CoV-2 variants are still 
under investigation. Un-
til more is known and 
vaccination coverage in-
creases, some prevention 
measures will continue 
to be necessary for all 
people, regardless of 
vaccination status.” 

In Massachusetts, 
there are 703,676 people 
who the Department of 
Public Health considers 
to be “fully vaccinated,” 

but the new guidance 
announced Monday by 
the CDC does not apply 
to all of them. The state 
considers someone to be 
“fully vaccinated if they 
have received the num-
ber of doses required to 
complete the vaccine 
series,” so two doses of 
either the Moderna or 
Pfizer vaccines and one 
dose of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine. 

But the CDC does not 

consider someone to be 
fully vaccinated against 
the coronavirus until two 
weeks after their final 
dose (or single dose in the 
case of Johnson & John-
son) is administered. 
There were 389,087 peo-
ple who had received two 
doses of a vaccine as of 
two weeks ago, meaning 
they all now fit the CDC’s 
definition of being fully 
vaccinated. 
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the Reporter in his first 
sit-down interview as a 
candidate for mayor in 
2021. “I have helped lead 
the city for seven years. 
I understand budgeting 
and policymaking. I un-
derstand the relationship 
between the local govern-
ment and the state gov-
ernment. I understand 
the relationship between 
the city government and 
the federal government. 
And I’m in position, in 
fact, to be, to a partner 
with the Biden admin-
istration to make sure 
that Boston is seen as a 
city that is ready to go on 
federal programs. 

“And we have a friend 
there in, hopefully, Sec-
retary Walsh in Wash-
ington,” he said, “and 
I will stay very close 
to make sure Boston is 
on the list of preferred 
cities.”

And, whereas Bar-
ros—a native Bostonian 
born to Cape Verdean 
immigrant parents— 
was less of a known 
quantity outside the 
Dudley Triangle in ’13, 
this time he has devel-
oped extensive contacts 
in the city’s boardrooms 
and Main Streets in other 
neighborhoods.

“I’ve also sort of walked 
streets in Boston that I 
hadn’t walked before,” 
Barros said.  “I’ve been 
to neighborhoods and 
parts of those neigh-

borhoods that I hav-
en’t been to before. I’ve 
had conversations, not 
only with the residents 
of, my neighborhood in 
Dorchester and Roxbury, 
but also with business 
owners all across the 
city. So, I understand the 
nuances of Charlestown. 
I understand what’s go-
ing on in East Boston. I 
understand some of the 
challenges in West Rox-
bury and some of their 
vision and what they’d 
like to see happen. 

“That makes me some-
body who’s ready to hit 
the ground today,” he 
added, “somebody who’s 
ready to take office and 
respond to the needs of 
our city, responding to 
needs of our businesses 
respond to the needs of 
our residents. And that’s 
that I think is the differ-
ence between today and 
2013.”

Barros has been mull-
ing an entry into the 
race since Walsh was 
nominated to be Labor 
Secretary on Jan. 7. 
Why wait until now to 

officially jump in? Barros 
said he has been doing 
his due diligence, assem-
bling a team of advisers, 
and making sure that 
his family— he and his 
wife Tchichia have four 
children— are fully on 
board with the decision. 
(They are.)

Next came “a series 
of calls to people who 
supported me in 2013” 
along with contacts he 
has made since that time. 

“All of those have 
been favorable conver-
sations and we’re ready 
to launch,” he told the 
Reporter the day before 
a kick-off event inside 
Cesaria’s on Bowdoin 
Street. “I believe I can 
step in and continue to 
help our city to respond 
to the risks of Covid 
and continue to keep 
us safe. When the new 
mayor takes over in the 
fall, my guess is we’ll be 
at a different place, but 
they’ll still going to be 
a lot of risks. We’re not 
going back to pre-pan-
demic days. There’ll still 
be some calls to be made 

on how people are partici-
pating in different spaces 
in the public.”

Barros is joining what 
is already a formidable 
field of candidates, two 
of whom— Councillors 
Michelle Wu and Andrea 
Campbell— have been 
actively campaigning 
since last September. 
Annissa Essaibi George, 
an at-large councillor 
who hails from Dorches-
ter, joined the race in 
January, while Rep. Jon 
Santiago announced his 
bid on Feb. 23. 

Still looming as a po-
tential candidate is the 
woman who will definite-
ly be the next mayor— at 
least in acting fashion: 
Kim Janey, the council 
president, who will take 
the reins from Walsh 
when he is finally con-
firmed by the US Senate.

Another reason Barros 
is just now jumping in, he 
said, is that he has been 
committed to helping 
prepare for the Walsh-
to-Janey hand-off. He 
resigned from his cabi-
net post last Friday, six 
weeks after Walsh was 
first offered the cabinet 
position in Washington.

“The reason why I am 
announcing now and why 
I didn’t announce imme-
diately after I decided 
that I was interested in 
running was because I 
was committed to a tran-
sition and committed to 
the work,” Barros said. 
Conversations with May-

or Walsh and Council 
President Janey, he says, 
“were clear.

“I was going to help 
with the transition and 
make sure that she had 
what she needed,” said 
Barros, later adding: “I 
think we’ve done a great 
job of working with Pres-
ident Janey’s transition 
team.”

How does Barros fit 
into the mayoral mix? 

Look for him to seek to 
marry his deep roots in 
multi-cultural, mainly 
Black organizing efforts 
to his more recent port-
folio as Walsh’s liaison 
to business interests. 
Pre-Covid, the Walsh 
cabinet could rightly 
point to significant job 
gains, a crane-filled sky-
line, and a top-ranked 
credit rating that has 
gone unblemished during 
the coronavirus crisis. 
It’s a tantalizing union 
of street and boardroom 
that gave his ’13 candi-
dacy some outsized juice 
and an endorsement from 
the Boston Globe.

Serving as a bridge be-
tween the city’s C-suites 
and Dudley Street is a 
sweet-spot for Barros.  
He sees himself as a 
“facilitator to help align 
the agendas” of the two 
distinct Bostons that he 
insists are not “far off, 
and that will continue to 
be how I govern,” Barros 
said, noting that he co-
chaired the Walsh team’s 
Imagine 2030 initiative, 
which outlines goals for 
the city’s growth through 
that year.

“That kind of planning 
allows for certainty. Then 
you can say to a develop-
er: This is what people 
are going to support 
here…. When we did 
that in Uphams Corner, 
people were shocked at 
how much density that 

residents wanted to see. 
And that’s because they 
understood that density 
means that there are 
people locally to support 
those small businesses. 
It meant that we can be 
more transit-oriented 
and really create some 
demands around the 
Fairmount Line.”

But Barros’s profile as 
a Walsh loyalist comes 
with some downside. The 
administration’s record 
on contracting with wom-
en-owned and minority 
businesses has come 
under new, unfavorable 
scrutiny after a report— 
commissioned by Walsh 
and Barros— found that 
their leadership has 
brought little movement 
in equity spending. The 
report is an annoyance 
to the outgoing mayor. It 
could be more than that 
to a candidate running— 
in part— on the Walsh 
record.

The challenge for Bar-
ros, then, will be to wear 
the upside while deflect-
ing the worst parts of 
the last seven years. One 
place to start is the Walsh 
administration’s widely 
lauded management of 
the COVID crisis— still 
a work in progress.

“We were managing 
the city in a way that 
allowed us to not have 
layoffs during the pan-
demic. Other cities across 
the country got hit hard 
and they were laying off 
laying off staff. They were 
cutting programs. We 
didn’t have to do any of 
that in Boston, because 
we were prepared. We 
did a great job of being 
ready,” he told the Re-
porter.

Bill Forry is the editor 
of the Reporter. His wife, 
Linda Dorcena Forry, is 
a co-chair of City Council 
President Janey’s tran-
sition team but is not 
aligned politically with 
any candidate for mayor.

(Continued from page 1)

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org

William Clapp House, 195 Boston Street  
Lemuel Clap House, 199 Boston Street  

James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

The Dorchester Historical 
Society is always looking for 
photographs and high school 
yearbooks from Dorchester’s 
past.  

Due to the pandemic, the Society is 
closed to the public at this time.

NOTICE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR 

APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATOR 
OR OTHER PROTECTIVE ORDER 

PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304 & §5-405

Docket No. SU20P1365PM
in the MATTER OF: 
MARY CAMPBELL

of DORCHESTER, MA 
RESPONDENT 

(Person to be Protected/Minor)
To the named Respondent and all other 

interested persons, a petition has been filed 
by Public Guardian Services of in the above 
captioned matter alleging that Mary Campbell 
is in need of a Conservator or other protective 
order and requesting that (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed as Conser-
vator to serve Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine 
that the Respondent is disabled, that a 
protective order or appointment of a Con-
servator is necessary, and that the proposed 
Conservator is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 03/31/2021. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice 
of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: February 24, 2021
Published: March 11, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

Walsh loyalist Barros mounts second bid for mayor

	 Michelle Wu 	 Andrea Campbell 	 Annissa Essaibi George 	 Jon Santiago 	 John Barros
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CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Keystone Members Host Food 
Drive to Donate to Local Dorchester 
Food Pantry: Teen members of the 
Keystone Club at Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Dorchester hosted a Canned Food 
Drive during the month of February to 
support the Field’s Corner Food Pantry 
and Dorchester Community Fridge. 
Charlotte and Kate who are two of the 
Keystone members gathered the items 
from the collection and dropped all of 
the items off for the final delivery this 
past week. Thanks to all the Keystone 
members, families and community 
members who supported the drive. 
We truly appreciate your generosity 
in giving back to the community. 
Keystone members are currently 
supporting Challenger Basketball 
and planning a Spring Clean-up. For 
more information on the Keystone 
Leadership program please contact 
Teen Director, Ariana Nazario at 
anazario@bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
Healthy Lifestyle Enrichment 
Activities Coming this Spring to 
BGCD Members: Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Dorchester will be starting various 
Spring Athletic Enrichment Programs 
which are a part of our Healthy 
Lifestyles curriculum. Classes being 
offered are: Boxing for ages 13-18 on 
Mondays at 5pm; Softball Clinic for 
ages 8-13 on Tuesdays at 5:30pm; 
Basketball Clinic ages for 12 & up 
on Wednesdays at 5pm. Some of 
the programs will start in late March 
and others will be offered as part of 
our April School vacation schedule. 
All classes will take place at our 
Marr Clubhouse on 35 Deer Street, 
Dorchester, MA 02125. *Please note 
that all programs have capacity level 
restrictions and space is limited. To 
register or for information, please 
contact BGCD’s Vice President of 
Programming Brendan McDonald at 
bmcdonald@bgcdorchester.org.

DID YOU KNOW: 
Inspirational Displays in the BGCD 
Clubhouse Lobbies to Kick off 
Women’s History Month: March is 
Women’s History Month, which is an 
annual declared month that highlights 
the contributions of women to events 
in history and contemporary society. To 
kick off our celebration, our Front Desk 
staff created inspirational displays in 
the lobbies of our Marr and McLaughlin 
buildings. Each display honors past 
and present powerful women that have 
paved the way for the young girls  in 
our country and serve as role models 
for both our members and our nation. 
These displays serve as an educational 
and inspirational tool for our young 
girls, and boys, to show them they can 
do whatever they put their minds to. 

BGCD’s staff always encourage our 
members to make a difference in their 
community and to be the change they 
want to see in the world.

Inspirational Displays in the BGCD Clubhouse Lobbies to Kick off 
Women’s History Month: See details below. 

BGCD Keystone Members Host Food Drive to Donate to Local 
Dorchester Food Pantry: See details below.

            BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER   

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Let’s Get Ready SAT Prep
February 23 - April 29

College Fellows
March 16

Career Exploration Series
March 17

Christopher Kimball’s Milk Street 
Cooking Class

March 22

*Please note these events are either virtual 
or will be following all COVID-19 safety 

restrictions while meeting.

Escape the 
Everyday

Plan Your Visit
Advance tickets required. 
Book today at mfa.org/tickets

Become a member and save.
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CANTO, Rober-
ta J. of Mattapan, 71. 
Ms. Canto was a loving 
mother, grandmother, 
sister, aunt and friend. 
She was very generous, 
loving and spontaneous. 
She devoted most of her 
life working at Boston 
Police Headquarters, 
where she retired on 
February 5, 2015. 

COTTER, Edward 
J. “Ted,” 70, of North 
Weymouth, formerly of 
Dorchester. Husband 
of Nancy (Kent) Cotter. 
Father of Kristin Cotter 
and her husband Nelson 

Depina of North Wey-
mouth. Grandfather of 
1. Son of the late Ed-
ward F. Cotter and June 
M. (Daly) Cotter. Broth-
er of Kevin L. Cotter 
and his wife Elizabeth of 
Quincy, John J. Cotter 
and his wife Mary Ann 
of Pembroke, William F. 
Cotter and his wife Ei-
leen of Dorchester, and 
June M. (Cotter) Lanc-
tot and her husband Pe-
ter of Foxboro. Also sur-
vived by several nieces, 
nephews, cousins, He 

served as the First As-
sistant Clerk Magis-
trate of the Middlesex 
County Juvenile Court 
while also teaching 
Business Law at Curry 
College for 21 years be-
fore retiring from both 
in 2017. Ted had also 
held administrative po-
sitions in the Office of 
the Attorney General, 
the Massachusetts Sen-
ate Rules Committee, 
the House Judiciary 
Committee, and had a 
private law practice. He 
was a longtime mem-
ber of the Clover Club 
of Boston. Donations in 
Ted’s memory may be 
made to the Breast Can-
cer Research Founda-
tion at give.bcrf.org.

DONOVAN, Mary 
E. (McDonough) of 
Braintree, formerly of 
Dorchester. Wife of the 
late Jeremiah J. Don-
ovan. Mother of Ellen 
M. Devane and her 
husband Bill Ventola 
of Braintree, Jeremi-
ah J. Donovan and his 
wife Vicke of Columbus, 
GA, Christine Catanese 
and her husband An-

thony of Braintree, and 
Joanne M. Donovan of 
Dedham. Sister of Ann 
Lee of Hingham and the 
late John McDonough of 
South Boston, William 
McDonough of Milton, 
Rev. Joseph McDonough 
and Andrew Mc-
Donough, both of South 
Boston. Grandmother of 
9. Great-grandmother 
of 3. Also survived by 
many nieces and neph-
ews. Donations in mem-
ory of Mary may be 
made to the charity of 
your choice.

KELLAWAY, Kend-
all P. Sr., 84, of Norwell. 
Husband of Sharon M. 
(Slinger) Kellaway. Fa-
ther of Kendall P. Kella-
way, Jr. and his wife Su-

san of Norwell, Jeannine 
G. Sigwart and her hus-
band Mark of Norwell 
and the late Roxanne 
(Kellaway) Murray. 
Grandfather of 7. Broth-
er of Richard Kellaway 
of Dorchester, John Kel-
laway of NH, Joanne 
Kellaway of Middleboro, 
Susan Creeden of Ware-
ham, and the late Pa-
tricia Hess. He was the 
son of the late Arthur K. 
and Bertha (Sturtevant) 
Kellaway and stepson of 
the late Lorraine (Low-
ell) Kellaway. He served 
in the Army National 
Guard for 8 years. Ken 
had a successful career 
in the Public Warehous-
ing Business, originally 
in South Boston, MA 
with his father Arthur. 
He was one of the Orig-
inal Founders of The 
South Shore Hospital 
Charitable Founda-
tion. Donations may be 
made to South Shore 
Health Foundation, 55 
Fogg Road, South Wey-
mouth, MA 02190-2455, 
or online atSouthShore-
Health.org/Evergreen 
Please reference the 
Behavioral Health & 
Substance Use Disorder 
program with your con-
tribution.

LAWLOR, Thomas 
F. of Dorchester, for-
merly of Hyannis Port. 
Husband of the late 
Lorraine H. (Robillard) 
Lawlor. Father of Thom-
as F. Lawlor, Jr., Diane 
M. Giardina, Therese C. 
Fitzgerald, and Patrick 
Lawlor. Grandfather of 
9. Great-grandfather 
of 3. Brother of the late 
Crosbie Lawlor, John 
Emmett, Joseph Law-
lor, and Helen Lawlor. 
Also survived by many  
nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and friends. Thom-
as was a proud disabled 
veteran of the United 
States Army. He was 
a longtime union car-
penter and member of 
Local #40. Donations in 
memory of Thomas may 
be made to the Disabled 
American Veterans at 
dav.org

McLELLAN, Har-
ry E., 93, of Franklin, 
formerly of Norwood. 
Husband and partner of 
Sandi Brayman for more 
than 30 years. Father of 
Linda Delaney of Need-
ham, Harry McLellan 
of Scituate, Tom Mc-
Lellan of Dallas, Steve 
McLellan of North Fal-
mouth and Carrie Mc-
Lellan of Middletown, 
RI. Grandfather of ten, 
great-grandfather of 

three. Brother of Doro-
thy Trovato of Dedham 
and John McLellan of 
Michigan. Predeceased 
by his siblings William 
Bowman, Anna Carew, 
Hugh McLellan, Mar-
garet Murray and the 
mother of his children 
Shirley (Holmquist) 
McLellan. Survived by 
many nieces and neph-
ews. Proud WWII veter-
an, past member of the 
Dedham VFW and hon-
or guard. Owner in the 
1950’s of Pierce’s Mar-
ket in Dorchester. Dona-
tions in his memory may 
be made to the Salvation 
Army, P.O. Box 55876, 
Boston, MA 02205.

MURPHY, Maureen 
E., 70, of Braintree, 
formerly of Dorchester. 
Daughter of the late 
Francis J. and Mary 
E. (O’Malley) Murphy, 
Maureen grew up in 
Lower Mills. Sister of 
Kathleen and Paul Lom-
bardi of East Bridge-
water, Eileen Tagrin of 
Randolph, Colleen and 
Dennis Crowe of South 
Boston, Brian and Jo-
anne Murphy of Brain-
tree and the late Francis 
J. Murphy, Jr.  Maureen 
is survived by several 
loving nieces and neph-
ews. Please make a do-
nation in Maureen’s 
memory to a charity of 
your choice.

ROACH, Theresa V. 
(McDermott), 90, of 
Milton, formerly of Ran-
dolph and Dorchester. 
Wife of the late Henry 
W. Roach, Jr. Mother of 
Christine Ting and her 
husband John of Gro-
ton, Diane Colcord and 
her husband Wayne of 
Wrentham, Michael 
Roach and his wife 
Kathy of Easton, and 
Michelle Tancrede and 
her husband Tom of Up-
ton. Daughter of the late 
John and Annie (Mahon) 
McDermott. Sister of the 
late Mary McDermott, 
John McDermott, Mar-
garet McCarthy, Thom-
as McDermott, Helen 
Gillis, and Catherine 
O’Brien. Sister-in-law 
of Mil Kelly. Grand-
mother of 10. Theresa 
is also survived by her 
4 great-grandchildren, 
several nieces, neph-
ews, and friends. Should 
friends desire, memori-
al contributions may be 
made in Theresa’s name 
to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, 225 N. Michigan 
Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, IL 
60601.

NEW CALVARY CEMETERY
Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian

Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.
Grave pricing starting at $1,200

Package pricing from $3,800  (includes grave purchase, first 
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches 
starting at $1,400 (Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening 

& Inscription)
617-296-2339

12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases, 
Pre Need Opening Arrangements

Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.

Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery 

in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at: 

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and  maps available online at:

www.BostonCemetery.org
617-325-6830             info@bcca.comcast.net

RECENT OBITUARIES

COVID-19 restrictions will be in place

Cedar Grove Cemetery

A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Chapel available for: Weddings, memorial services, and cel-
ebratory masses. Indoor Services available for winter burials. 
Greenhouse on premises for fresh flowers. Columbarium for 
cremated remains. Plant a tree program.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

100 City Hall Plaza
Boston, MA 02108

617-423-4100

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN

“Caring for your life’s journey...”

Service times and directions at:
www.dolanfuneral.com

 Funerals
 Cremations
 Pre-Arrangements

460 GRANITE AVENUE

MILTON, MA 02186

617~698~6264

1140 WASHINGTON STREET

DORCHESTER, MA 02124

617~298~8011

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU19P1399EA

ESTATE OF:
JUNE MEREDITH MACELLO
DATE OF DEATH: 08/31/2013

To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Late and Limited Formal Testa-
cy and/or Appointment has been filed by Paul 
A. Macello, Jr. of Hull, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested in the 
Petition. The Petitioner requests that: Paul 
A. Macello, Jr. of Hull, MA  be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/07/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: February 24, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: March 11, 2021

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU21P0359EA

ESTATE OF:
MARY THERESA ANDRUSZKIEWICZ

DATE OF DEATH: 11/08/2020
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by John S. Andruszkiewicz of 
Tucson, AZ and Paul Andruszkiewicz of N. 
Quincy, MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition. The Peti-
tioner requests that: John S. Andruszkiewicz 
of Tucson, AZ and Paul Andruszkiewicz 
of Quincy, MA  be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in an unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 04/07/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: February 25, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: March 11, 2021

LEGAL NOTICES
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Quincy College 

QC

inspires

ALLIED HEALTH PROGRAMS
VIR TUAL OPEN HOUSE

C ONTACT: LINSDAY PEC KHAM,

LPEC KHAM@QUINCYC OLLEGE.EDU

OR JUDY BENSON, 

JBENSON@QUINCYC OLLEGE.EDU

• ENGLISH C OMPOSI TION  • ACC OUNTING

• GENERAL SOC IOLOGY • SECURI T Y A DMINISTRATION   

. . .  AND MORE! 

C OUR SE OFFERINGS INCLUDE:

Interested in a career in healthcare?

Learn more about Quincy College’s Nursing, 

Physical Therapist Assistant, and Medical 

Laboratory Technician programs by attending an 

online information session. 

MARC H 11TH • 3:00 - 4:00PM

MARC H 17TH  •   11:00 - 12:00PM

MARC H 23RD • 4:00 - 5:00PM

APRIL 1ST • 5:30 - 7:30PM

APRIL 7TH • 5:30 - 7:30PM

MAY 4TH • 10:00 – 12:00PM

• NUR SING (PN & ASN) 

• PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT

• MEDICAL LABORATORY TEC HNIC IAN 

STATE-OF-THE-AR T 
SIMULATION LABS

NEW FLEX COURSES: 

MARC H 24 & APRIL 7
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Introducing a new, fi rst-of-its-kind channel endorsed by the African American Film Critics Association, 
where you choose what’s on. Just say, “Black Experience,” into your Xfi nity Voice Remote

to instantly enjoy the best in Black storytelling, only on Xfi nity.

Visit xfi nity.com/blackexperience to learn more.

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Requires Xfi nity Internet and/or Xfi nity TV with X1. Access for Xfi nity Internet customers via the Xfi nity Stream app.
Lakeview Terrace © 2008 Screen Gems, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Death at a Funeral © 2010 Screen Gems, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Jumping the Broom © 2011 Stage 6 Films, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Watch these titles and more on Xfi nity On Demand. Celebrity endorsement not implied. 
NPA234631-0009

EVERY EVERY EVERY 
STORY STORY STORY STORY STORY STORY 
TOLDTOLDTOLDTOLDTOLDTOLD

Lakeview Terrace Death at a FuneralJumping the Broom

139820_NPA234631-0009 Every Story ad 10x16.indd   1 2/17/21   5:52 PM


