
By Bill Forry
Editor

Dorchester’s Carney Hospital will be transformed 
into the nation’s first “Dedicated Care Center” for 
treating patients who test positive for COVID-19, 
according to the hospital’s parent company, Steward 
Health Care, which says Carney will become its 
model for regionalizing COVID-19 specialty care 
centers across America. 

The 159-bed hospital on Dorchester Avenue will be 
converted immediately to enhance “patient isolation 
protocols” and to marshal equipment such as ven-
tilators and personal protective equipment on site.

Carney’s emergency department will be available 

to anyone who needs it, but the in-patient wards 
will all be converted to “negative pressure treat-
ment areas,” said Nicholas Puleo, a spokesman for 
Carney and Steward.

“Carney is becoming a dedicated in-patient facility 
so we can take COVID-19 patients from all Steward 
hospitals and beyond who need it,” said Puleo.

COVID-19 patients will only be admitted to Car-
ney “if they need in-patient care. Most people with 
COVID-19 can self care and quarantine at home,” 
Puleo said. “This will be just for those who need 
in-patient treatment.”

On Tuesday, the hospital had one, 11-bed ward 

By daniEl ShEEhan
rEportEr StaFF

New COVID-19 re-
strictions limiting res-
taurants to take-out and 
delivery service went 
into effect on Tuesday, 
leaving establishments 
across Dorchester scram-
bling to put contingency 
plans in place in hopes 
of staying afloat during 

what will be an unprec-
edented period of partial 
closure for those that at-
tempt to stay open.

By Tuesday morning, 
residents were encoun-
tering the “new nor-
mal” at establishments 
around their neighbor-
hoods in the form of 
signs posted on doors 
and outgoing voicemails 
explaining procedures 
going forward. 

At Dorchester Brewing 
Company (DBCo), co-

founder and CEO Matt 
Malloy told the Reporter 
that he was struggling 
with the uncertainty 
and open-endedness of 
the crisis.

“There’s no end date 
on this, there’s no finite 
issue...I mean,” he said, 
“I’m hearing the CDC 
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By Bill Walczak
SpEcial to thE rEportE

One of the most iconic 
lines in movie history 
is from “Jaws,” where 
Brody, played by Roy 
Scheider, sees the shark 
for the first time, and re-
alizes it’s way bigger and 
more dangerous than 
anticipated. The shark 
proceeds over the rest 
of the movie to kill the 
captain and destroy the 
boat before it is finally 
killed.

Scientists have done 
thorough analyses of how 
the coronavirus spreads 
by looking at how it has 
hit other countries. It 
spreads gradually, and 
then suddenly. The only 
way to keep down the 
numbers of people who 
will come down with the 
virus is to practice “social 
distancing.” 

It took some time for 
the leadership of our 
country, state, and city 
to make critical deci-
sions to allow that to 
happen, but in the past 
week, we’ve seen most 
of the Commonwealth 
shut down or eliminate 
in-person meetings in 
government, institu-
tions, events, schools, 
construction and even 
churches.

The next
two weeks
will tell if
we’re ready

BRACING FOR AN OUTBREAK

Last calls and last meals
for Dot eateries and bars

Carney shifts its focus, will serve
as treatment center for COVID-19

Health center leader 
counsels: ‘Don’t just 
show up- call first’
                    Page 13
At DotHouse 
Health, getting 
ready for a ‘rush’
                     Page 19

A tent was erected outside Carney Hospital’s emergency department this week in preparation for an 
influx of patients who need testing for COVID-19. Carney will be transformed into the nation’s first 
“Dedicated Care Center” for treating patients who test positive for the disease. Jesse Costa/WBUR photo

‘Take-out’ 
taking over

Alyssa Foster, left, and 
co-owner Sarah Mabel-
Skillen, right, served 
customers outside of the 
Ice Creamsmith in Lower 

(Continued on page 13)

By StatE houSE nEWS 
SErvicE and rEportEr 

StaFF
Boston is bracing for 

weeks of disruption, ill-
nesses, economic hard-
ships, and the likelihood 
of lives lost this week as a 
coronavirus pandemic— 
once simply a remote 
scourge menacing other 
nations— descended on 
our communities with 
still unfathomable con-
sequences. 

A fast-paced succession 
of edicts from state lead-
ers managing a week-old 
emergency in the Com-
monwealth— coupled 
with more localized re-
strictions in the city 
of Boston— tightened 
the cord on daily life 
throughout the region. 
Much of Massachusetts 
is hunkered down as the 
state adjusts to a new 
normal and prepares for 
the next phase of the ef-
fort to combat the highly 
contagious coronavirus.

Schools closed across 
Boston on Tuesday and 
all schools in Massachu-
setts are at the beginning 
of a three-week shutdown 
ordered by the governor 
over the weekend after 
evidence of community 
spread mounted. 

Mayor 
Walsh: 
‘You are 
not alone’
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In almost every instance, community events have been 
postponed or cancelled due to the COVID-19 health 
emergency. The Reporter is tracking cancellations and is 
noting them here. Watch DotNews.com for updates and 
follow @DotNews on Twitter.

Cancelled: Public meeting on plans for former Philips 
Old Colony site — The BPDA was to host a meeting on 
Thurs., March 19 to examine plans by Michaels LLC to 
build a 206-unit residential building at 780 Morrissey 
Blvd, which is currently the site of the now-closed 
Phillips Old Colony House. The meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. at Leahy Holloran Community Center, 1 
Worrell St., Dorchester. Contact Stephen Harvey at 
Stephen.j.harvey@boston.gov.
Cancelled: Public meeting on proposed 29-unit building 
for Bailey Street  – A proposal to build a new four-story, 
29-unit residential building at 69 Bailey St. in Dorchester 
was to be the subject of a BPDA-sponsored public 
meeting on Wed., March 18 at 6:30 p.m. at All Saints 
Church, 209 Ashmont St., Dorchester. See bostonplans.

org for more info on the proposal or contact Stephen 
Harvey at 617-918-4418 or Stephen.j.harvey@boston.
gov.
Cancelled: Tompkins hosts Mayors for RCC 
‘Conversation’ – Sheriff Steven W. Tompkins and the 
Suffolk County Sheriff’s Department was to host  “A 
Conversation About Municipal Government” on Thurs., 
March 19 at Roxbury Community College from 6p.m. 
to 8p.m. Guests include Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, 
Somerville Mayor Joe Curtatone, Salem Mayor Kim 
Driscoll, Lawrence Mayor Dan Rivera, and Yvonne Spicer 
Framingham Mayor The event is free to the public and 
doors will open at 5:30pm. For more information or to 
register, call Nadia Lovinsky at 617- 704-6656.
Dot Chili Cook-off  Cancelled– The 14th annual 
Dorchester Chili Cook-off — which has been scheduled 
for Sunday, March 29 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., at Local 
103 IBEW at 256 Freeport St. to benefit Dorchester Day 
Parade.— has been postponed. More than 20 entrants 
representing restaurants, civic associations, youth 
groups, and community organizations, vie for bragging 

rights to the best chili in Dorchester. There is live 
entertainment, games and prizes. A panel of judges will 
award prizes in four categories: Best of Show, Best Non-
Beef, Most Creative Dish and Team Spirit (decorations, 
costumes, enthusiasm.) The People’s Choice award earns 
its winner the golden bean pot and bragging rights. 
Character breakfast on April 4 supports Dot Day Parade  
– Support the Dorchester Day Parade on Sat., April 4 
at St. John Paul II Catholic Academy on Columbia Road 
in Dorchester for a delicious breakfast and a visit from 
many different characters including a guest appearance 
from the Easter Bunny. 9 a.m. Tickets are 20.00 per 
person and children two and under are free. You can 
purchase tickets at the door. This event is generously 
donated by the Bowery Bar and Lucy’s. 

SEND UPDATES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM

SEE NEW EVENTS DAILY AT DOTNEWS.COM

UPCOMING CIVIC ASSOC. MEETINGS • FULL LISTINGS ON PAGE 10

Ronan Park stab-
bings – On Sat., March 
7, Boston Police arrested 
Danilo Soto, 26, of Brigh-
ton on charges that he re-
peatedly stabbed another 
man on Adams Street 
near Ronan Park around 
6 o’clock that morning. 
Earlier, on Feb. 7, a fed-
eral judge had released 
Soto on $10,000 bond and 
under the condition that 
he wear a GPS tracking 
device. This followed his 
arraignment in January 
on charges that he and 
two other men conspired 
to traffic fentanyl and 
crack in Boston, ac-
cording to federal court 
records.

Police gave the follow-
ing report on the case: 
“Officers responded to a 
report of a fight outside 
108 Adams St. on the 
morning of March 7. On 
arrival, they observed 
a large crowd that dis-
persed upon seeing the 
officers. Many of the 
individuals entered mo-
tor vehicles and fled the 
scene, but officers were 
able to stop a motor 
vehicle being operated 
by the victim, who was 
suffering from multiple 
stab wounds. The victim 
was transported to a 
local hospital with life-
threatening injuries, but 
was later upgraded to 
stable condition.

“While on scene, offi-
cers observed a Hispanic 
male retreat to a white 
Jeep Grand Cherokee 
and subsequently flee the 
scene even as officers at-
tempted to stop him. The 
male was later identified 
as the suspect, Danilo 
Soto. An additional male 
suspect, who was suffer-
ing from multiple contu-
sions to his head, was 
located in the area of the 
aforementioned location. 
The male suspect was 
identified as being in-
volved in the altercation 
with the victim, kicking 
and punching the victim 
while the victim was on 
the ground.”

Police added that offi-
cers arrested Soto around 
1 p.m. last Sunday at 
354 Walnut Ave. in Rox-
bury. He is charged with 
assault with intent to 
murder and assault and 
battery by means of a 
dangerous weapon.

BPDA halts large 
project review

Ridership declines 
spurred the MBTA 
on Monday to scale 
back service. A T blog 
post Monday night put 
some numbers behind 
the trend: Daily trips 
steadily decreased every 
day last week as CO-
VID-19 cases increased 
and as Massachusetts 
progressed into a state 
of emergency and more 
widespread business 
closures.

On Tues., March 10, to-
tal daily ridership on the 
subway and Silver Line 
was 12 percent lower 
than the weekly average 

during the week of Feb. 
24. By Wednesday, that 
had dropped to 20 per-
cent lower; by Thursday, 
32 percent lower; and 
by Friday, the MBTA’s 
rapid transit ridership 
was 48 percent below 
the average over the last 
week of February.

“Usually Fridays are, 
of course, lighter rider-
ship, but not nearly 
this much,” the T wrote, 
noting trends differed 
by line.

Bus ridership saw 
more variation by day, 
but was still about 32 
percent lower on Friday 

than it was the compari-
son week. MBTA officials 
did not have detailed 
ridership data for the 
commuter rail to offer, 
but parking at stations 
— sometimes used as a 
proxy — had dropped 69 
percent by Friday.

Starting Tuesday, the 
T planned to run Satur-
day schedules on rapid 
transit and most bus 
routes, less commuter 
rail service than stan-
dard weekdays, and no 
ferries. 

– Chris Lisinski
SHNS 

Steep decline in MBTA riders

By katiE trojano
rEportEr StaFF

Prompted by the coronavirus pandemic, the 
Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA) 
has postponed all Article 80 “large project” review 
meetings until further notice.

The agency issued the following statement last 
Friday: “Following guidance issued by Mayor Walsh 
recommending the postponement or cancellation of 
public meetings with 25 people or more, the BPDA 
is postponing all public meetings regarding Article 
80 development projects and planning studies until 
further notice.” 

The BPDA is the city entity responsible for con-
ducting community engagement and collaborating 
with other city agencies to oversee development proj-
ects in each neighborhood. The agency will continue 
to hold its monthly board and commission meetings, 
but with extra social distancing precautions.

 “At this time, this excludes monthly BPDA Board 
Meetings, Boston Zoning Commission meetings, and 
Boston Civic Design Commission meetings due to 
regulatory and statutory requirements.”

Two scheduled Dorchester-related BPDA com-
munity planning were among those postponed until 
further notice: 

Wed., March 18: 69 Bailey St.
Thurs., March 19: 780 Morrissey Blvd.
In Dorchester, 11 Article 80 development projects 

are listed on the BPDA’s website as “under review,” 
meaning that more public meetings will need to be 
completed as part of the process.

In Mattapan, one project is under review. Many 
more projects in both Dorchester and Mattapan 
have been board approved, but likely will require 
additional public meetings going forward.

Various BPDA neighborhood planning initia-
tives that incorporate public meetings, like PLAN: 
Mattapan, PLAN: Glover’s Corner, and PLAN: 
Newmarket, will also be affected by the postpone-
ment notice. 

On Sunday, the mayor also announced the suspen-
sion of all activity at construction sites in the city 
— except for security measures— and the closing 
of Boston Public Library branches.

Eire Pub in Adams Corner was empty on St. Patrick’s Day 
amid the ban on dining and drinking in licensed estab-
lishments that went into effect on Tuesday in an effort 
to curb the spread of COVID-19 in Massachusetts. The 
Eire continued to prepare and deliver boiled dinners and 
corned beef sandwiches— a traditional meal served and 
enjoyed at the pub for decades. 

Photo courtesy Jake Stenson

A DOWN TIME 
AT THE EIRE PUB
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State officials, BPS reach 
accord after review finds 
‘major structural problems’

By kathlEEn McnErnEy
WBur Editor

State education lead-
ers have reached a three-
year agreement with 
Boston, following a re-
view detailing “major 
structural problems” in 
the district.

State officials released 
the 291-page report mid-
day Friday as district 
officials in Boston — and 
across the state — were 
responding to a flurry of 
coronavirus-related de-
velopments. In addition, 
Mayor Walsh in the face 
of mounting pressure 
from Boston residents 
and political leaders, 
announced Friday night 
that all district schools 
would close for more than 
a month.

The state report, dated 
Friday, details many 
significant structural 
problems across the 
district, but does not 
call for the state to take 
over any schools. Among 
the systemic issues cited 
were special education 
services, conditions for 
English learners, curric-
ulum guidance described 
as “scant” and not in line 
with state standards, 
variations and inequi-
ties among the different 
high schools, inadequate 
support for school princi-

pals and problems with 
late buses, and the poor 
condition of a number of 
school buildings.

These “are not issues 
that can simply be re-
solved on a school-by-
school basis,” wrote Jeff 
Riley, state education 
commissioner. “Instead, 
district-wide policies and 
systems are significant 
contributors to student 
underperformance, par-
ticularly of Boston’s 
economically disadvan-
taged and other high 
needs students.”

Given the report, state 
and Boston officials have 
agreed to make changes 
in the district and 34 of 
its lowest performing 
schools. The memoran-
dum of understanding 
places four priorities for 
the district to address: 
teaching and learning, 
equitable access to stu-
dents supports, improv-
ing services for students 
with disabilities, and im-
proving transportation.

“It has been work 
that’s been quite chal-
lenging for many super-
intendents and for many 
years,” Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius said 
in an interview with 
WBUR. “And so it’s 
really going to be a sys-
temic approach moving 

forward.”
Cassellius pointed to 

her five-year strategic 
plan and the mayor’s 
promise to pump an 
additional $100 million 
dollars into the district. 
This is Cassellius’s first 
school year leading the 
district. She is also the 
fourth to hold the post 
in the last seven years.

In a statement, the 
Boston Teachers Union 
expressed support for 
that strategic plan, say-
ing it addresses chal-
lenges identified in the 
state report, and  also 
fired off criticism at the 
state leaders.

“The state has ignored 
those needs for decades, 
and is just now catch-
ing up to them,” said 
union president Jessica 
Tang, who went on to 
say, “Thirty years of 
state-level divestment 
from public education 
combined with a churn 
of district leadership has 
had dire consequences 
for Boston students.”

Tang also said it was 
“troubling” that the state 
released the report while 
the commonwealth is un-
der a state of emergency.

When asked why the 
report was released Fri-
day, state education de-
partment spokeswoman 

Jackie Reis said, “It took 
a while to work out the 

details, and with coro-
navirus, the timing was 

only going to get worse 
if we waited.”

The Dever School on Columbia Point is one of two BPS under state receiver-
ship. State officials are not recommending taking over the Boston schools at 
this time.  Jesse Costa/WBUR photo
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In Fenway garage, drive-through
testing for COVID-19 under way

By carEy GoldBErG
WBur rEportEr

Bryan Bordeaux rolls 
up to the third floor of 
the garage near Fenway 
Park in a black BMW 
with his four-year-old 
son in the back seat. He 
feels as though he has 
the flu, with a cough 
and some shortness of 
breath, he says. And as a 
primary care doctor him-
self, he figures he prob-
ably has COVID-19, and 
he probably contracted it 
on a recent trip to Disney 
World.

“We’re on quarantine,” 
Bordeaux says. “As soon 
as I started having symp-
toms Saturday night, we 
decided to put our fam-
ily on quarantine — my 
wife, my son and I.”

But tests to confirm his 
self-diagnosis have been 
hard to get — the criteria 
for who can get them 
have been very strict and 
the supplies very limited. 
“I actually was trying to 
get drive-through testing 

yesterday,” Bordeaux 
says, “but this wasn’t up 
and running here, there 
was nothing in the city 
that I was aware of.”

That’s changing as 
health care venues 
scramble to set up ways 
to test patients without 
bringing them inside 
where they can infect 
others. The testing sites 
include tents outside 
hospitals, and at least 
half a dozen states have 
opened drive-through 
clinics.

On Monday, Atrius 
Health — a giant medical 
network with more than 
700,000 Massachusetts 
patients —  set up three 
drive-through testing 
centers, including this 
one in the garage near 
Fenway Park. The other 
two are in Braintree and 
Peabody, and Atrius 
aims to have three more 
up and running by the 
end of the week.

They’re not wide open 
to all comers.

“There definitely is a 
ton of demand out there,” 
says Lori Stevens, the 
nursing director for ur-
gent care at Atrius. The 
drive-through testing 
is only for Atrius pa-
tients who have already 
phoned, been evaluated, 
and given an appoint-
ment, she says.

It’s a specific group of 
patients: “People who we 
feel don’t need an exami-
nation, so they just need 
the test.

Medical assistant 
Yadira Sarmiento — 
garbed in full protective 
gear including gloves, 
gown, and face shield — 
says the test is simple: 
a swab up the nose. The 
drive-through tests for 
the flu as well.

“So we first go and do 
the flu swab,” she says, 
“and then we do the CO-
VID — that also goes in 
your nose. We stick the 
COVID swab in for like 
a few seconds, and then 
that’s it!”

The tests go to the 
commercial lab company 
Quest, and results come 
back in two to five days. 
The Fenway garage op-
eration aims to handle at 
least 40 tests a day soon.

Stevens, the urgent 
care nursing director, 
says the biggest chal-
lenge in setting up the 
drive-through clinic has 

been doing it in addition 
to everything else in 
these coronavirus times.

“So we see patients 
in the clinic, and we’re 
doing telephonic — we 
had to get that up and 
running,” she says. “And 
then being able to try to 
get enough staff to be 
able to staff this as well 
as everything else that 

we’re doing.”
The coronavirus tests 

are free to patients, with 
no co-pays, and Stevens 
says at this point, the 
plan is to continue the 
drive-through testing 
indefinitely.

Other medical groups 
have opened drive-
through clinics on Cape 
Cod and in Middle-
ton, Mass., the Boston 
Globe reported.

Bordeaux, the doctor 
getting tested in his car, 
says his wife is having 
some symptoms,, too and 
will likely come in soon 
for a drive-through test. 
And he may need to be 
tested again.

“If I test positive, then 
I need to be tested and 
make sure I’m cleared 
to go back [to work] so 
I don’t spread this to 
my patients,” he says. 
“So there’s a big public 
health implication here 
in making sure that I 
know that I’m clean.”

Epidemiologists es-
timate that thousands 
upon thousands of Mas-
sachusetts residents 
need to be tested. Though 
most won’t develop se-
vere symptoms, the test-
ing allows doctors to 
diagnose patients and 
public health authorities 
to get a better handle on 
the spread of the virus.

This story was first 
published by WBUR 
90.9FM on their website 
on March 17. The Re-
porter and WBUR share 
content through a media 
partnership.

Testing for COVID-19 is being conducted at this garage near Fenway Park.
WBUR photo
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If you’re 65+ and eligible for MassHealth 
Standard, call now for this free brochure 
about an important health plan option.

Commonwealth Care Alliance® is dedicated to helping you
live safely in your own home for as long as possible. Over 
68% of CCA Senior Care Options members actually qualify 
for a nursing home, but continue living independently at 
home with our comprehensive care and support. When you 
enroll in our plan, you will choose doctors from our large 
network, including many right in your community that you 
may already know and trust. And then, you will recieve all 
the MassHealth Standard benefi ts you deserve and much 
more – at $0 to you.

Nursing home or
your home?

Know your options.

A health plan designed to keep seniors living safely at home.  

$0 monthly premiums

$0 copays for doctor office visits and hospital stays

$0 copays for prescription and over-the-counter drugs

$0 dental services, including dentures, fillings, root canals, and crowns

$0 Healthy Savings Card for health-related items up to <$125> per quarter

$0 annual eye exams and <$275> annual eyeglass benefit

$0 medical equipment and supplies

$0 rides to medical appointments, scheduled by CCA

$0 hearing aids, batteries, and routine hearing exams

Benefits at no cost to you

Plus, <$1000> coverage for emergency 
services when traveling outside the U.S.
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Senior Care Options (HMO SNP)The plan that gives you MassHealth Standard benefits and MORE.

30 Winter Street, Boston, MA 02108
Toll-Free: <877-780-4711> (TTY 711)Fax: 617-830-0534

October–March:8 a.m. to 8 p.m., <Monday-Friday, 7 days a week>

CCASCO.org

Commonwealth Care Alliance (CCA) Senior 
Care Options Program (HMO SNP) is a 
Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract 
and a contract with the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts/EOHHS Medicaid program. 
Enrollment in the CCA Senior Care Options plan 
depends on contract renewal. CCA complies 
with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does 
not discriminate based on race, ethnicity, national 
origin, religion, gender, gender identity, sex, age, 
mental or physical disability, health status, claims 
experience, medical history, genetic information, 
evidence of insurability or geographic location. 
ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su 
disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 866-610-2273 (TTY 711). 
ATENÇÃO: Se fala português,encontram-se 
disponíveis serviços linguísticos, grátis. Ligue 
para 866-610-2273 (TTY 711).
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Commonwealth Care Alliance (CCA) Senior 
Care Options Program (HMO SNP) is a 
Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract 
and a contract with the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts/EOHHS Medicaid program. 
Enrollment in the Plan depends on contract 
renewal to provide benefi ts for both programs 
to enrollees. CCA complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not 
discriminate based on race, ethnicity, national 
origin, religion, gender, gender identity, sex, 
age, mental or physical disability, health status, 
claims experience, medical history, genetic 
information, evidence of insurability or 
geographic location. ATENCIÓN: Si habla 
español, tiene a su disposición servicios 
gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 
866-610-2273 (TTY 711). ATENÇÃO: Se fala 
português, encontram-se disponíveis serviços 
linguísticos, grátis. Ligue para 866-610-2273 
(TTY 711).
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Carney shifts focus to serve as COVID-19 treatment center
fully equipped and sealed off 
ready to accept COVID-19 
patients, Puleo said. As of 
Monday, Carney was not one 
of the Steward hospitals with 
a COVID-19-positive patient. 
That was still the case as of 
Tuesday morning, according 
to Steward.

“The plan is to take that 
ward and continue to expand 
capacity in the hospital as we 
need it,” said Puleo. 

“This unprecedented action 
serves two important purpos-
es,” Puleo wrote in a statement 
released Tuesday morning. 
“First, by locating COVID-19 
patients in a focused environ-
ment, Steward can better dedi-
cate the necessary resources, 
equipment, and expertise to 
provide COVID-19 patients 
with focused care and the 
very best opportunity for a 
full recovery. 

“Secondly, this measure 
keeps Steward’s emergency 
rooms and other hospitals in 
Massachusetts fully opera-
tional, allowing us to continue 
caring for other patients who 
are sick, who are mid-course in 
treatments, who are in chronic 
pain and who need high-qual-
ity care. This approach also 
ensures that non-COVID-19 
patients continue to receive 
necessary treatment of acute 
conditions.”

Mayor Martin Walsh said on 
Tuesday that he supports the 
decision by Steward.

“COVID-19 is one of the 
greatest public health chal-
lenges our city has ever faced, 
and the steps that are being 

taken now across sectors 
to mitigate its spread are 
critical,” the mayor said in a 
statement. “The city of Boston 
is home to some of the best 
medical experts and hospitals 
in the world, and it is impor-
tant that as they do the neces-
sary planning on how to care 
for patients diagnosed with 
COVID-19, we rely on their 
guidance and decision mak-
ing during this difficult time. 
I have supported Steward 
Health Care in making this 
decisive move, which comes 
at a time when the number 

of cases in Boston continues 
to increase. It is our collective 
hope that it will be one of the 
strategies employed that will 
help contain the spread of the 
virus.”  

Puleo said that the decision 
came after Steward “launched 
a substantial program to ac-
quire and stockpile specialty 
equipment required to treat 
COVID-19 patients - includ-
ing ventilators and personal 
protective equipment. Many 
of those resources have been 
strategically distributed to our 
hospitals already.”

On Monday, a tent was 
erected outside Carney’s emer-
gency department. Puleo 
said it would be used to test 
patients directed by their 
physicians to be checked for 
COVID-19. “While we have 
only treated 10 confirmed CO-
VID-19 inpatients across our 
more than 7,000 beds nation-
wide to date, we are prepared 
for an influx,” he added.

“Utilizing remote testing 
sites allows local emergency 
rooms to maintain capacity to 
treat all other patients in emer-
gent situations,” Puleo said.

Bill Walczak, a longtime 
Dorchester health center 
leader who is a past president 
of Carney Hospital (and is a 
contributor to the Reporter) 
called the decision “a smart 
move.”

“The problem in greater Bos-
ton is that our major teaching 
hospitals are the places people 
go for care for conditions that 
community hospitals typi-
cally deal with in most other 
parts of the country, so it’s 
difficult to sustain our com-
munity hospitals in greater 
Boston,” Walczak said.  “By 
becoming a hospital focused 
on an emerging disease that 
is difficult to segregate from 
regular hospital patients, the 
Carney has a niche that could 
sustain it.”

Carney Hospital had al-
ready begun to impose tighter 
restrictions on visits to the 
Dorchester Avenue facility be-
fore Tuesday’s announcement. 
Currently, patients hospital-
ized at Carney can only see 
one visitor at a time. No one 
12-years-old our younger can 
visit patients. 

Puleo said that restrictions 
to the main hospital building 
was not expected to impact 
outpatient appointments at 
the Seton Medical Building, 
which is located at the rear 
of the main Carney building. 
However, he recommended 
that patients call ahead to 
their physicians who have 
offices at Seton. The Dunkin’ 
Donuts coffee shop, located in 
the main lobby of the hospital, 
is going to close, he said.

(Continued from page 1)

Change is in the air for the Carney Hospital on Dot Ave.   Jesse Costa/WBUR photo
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By ally jarManninG
WBur rEportEr

Boston Public Schools closed 
on Tuesday and classrooms 
will likely remain empty for 
more than a month, although 
Mayor Walsh says if the coro-
navirus outbreak is quelled, 
he could bring students back 
sooner. Walsh made the an-
nouncement last Friday night 
after dozens of other districts 
had cancelled classes earlier 
in the week.

“We’re not going to wait for 
more cases to be confirmed,” 
Walsh said. “We’ve deter-
mined that now is the time to 
take bold action and slow the 
spread of this virus.”

In his remarks, Walsh high-
lighted several challenges 
facing many of the 53,000-plus 
BPS students and explained 
that these facts factored into 
the district’s decision to close.

• Nearly 75 percent of stu-
dents are economically disad-
vantaged and rely on BPS for 
at least two meals a day.

• Roughly 8 percent of 
students are experiencing 
homelessness.

• A third are English lan-
guage learners.

• More than 20 percent have 
programs to accommodate 
young people with disabilities.

Student and teachers were 
in schools on Monday. Walsh 
said that was to give parents 
time to plan, and students the 
ability to pick up items they 
might need for the unexpected 
break. “If the situation with 

coronavirus changes for the 
better, and we all pray that 
it does,” he added, “we will 
bring our students back before 
April 27.”

Walsh said the decision for 
Boston was complicated in 
part because of the diversity 
of the 53,000 students the dis-
trict serves. Three-quarters 
of the students rely on school 
for at least two meals a day. 
About 4,500 students are ex-
periencing homelessness. One 
in five students has a program 

to accommodate a disability.
Walsh’s announcement 

came after mounting public 
pressure on him to close the 
schools, including an online 
petition with more than 
16,000 signers.

Last Wednesday, the city 
ordered the closing of the 
three North End campuses 
of the Eliot K-8 school after 
a “non-student member of the 
school’s community” tested 
positive for the coronavirus.

Walsh said he believes 

other school districts across 
the state will have to extend 
their closures beyond the 
two weeks that many have 
already announced. Everett 
also announced a month 
shutdown.

“There’s no signs now the 
coronavirus spread is going 
to stop or slow down,” the 
mayor said. “It seems like it 
is going to be more aggressive 
and we want to make sure as 
we put plans in place we can 
prepare our kids to do some 

home learning while this is 
going on.”

Walsh said plans are being 
finalized on childcare, meals 
for students, and other es-
sential services for students 
with special needs.

On Monday, BPS students 
and teachers were in atten-
dance at schools to gather 
belongings and study mate-
rials for “remote learning.” 
Students and their families 
have also been given details 
on where they can pick up 
lunches each day at dozens of 
sites across the city, includ-
ing many in Dorchester and 
Mattapan. 

Lunch is now available for 
students from any school in 
Boston from the following lo-
cations: Boston Latin School, 
Lee School, Mildred Avenue 
School, New Mission High, 
Community Academy of Sci-
ence and Health, Frederick 
Pilot Middle School, and the 
McCormack School.

All Catholic elementary and 
high schools in the Boston 
archdiocese shut down on 
Monday and will stay closed 
at least until April 7. 

“On an ongoing basis, the 
Catholic Schools Office will 
consider whether this period 
needs to be extended further,” 
said Thomas W. Carroll, the 
superintendent of archdioc-
esan schools.

The Reporter updated this 
article, which was first pub-
lished by WBUR 90.9FM on 
March 14.

Coming Up at the Boston Public Library
Adams Street
690 Adams Street • 617- 436-6900
Codman Square
690 Washington Street • 617-436-8214
Fields Corner
1520 Dorchester Avenue • 617-436-2155
Lower Mills
27 Richmond Street • 617-298-7841
Uphams Corner
500 Columbia Road • 617-265-0139
Grove Hall
41 Geneva Avenue • 617-427-3337
Mattapan Branch
1350 Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan • 617-298-9218

(Continued from page 1)

Boston Public Library COVID-19 UPDATE 
The Boston Public Library issued this guidance on 

March 16, 2020.

At this point, there are few people who have not 
been impacted in some way by the COVID-19 virus. 
Here at the Boston Public Library, we are doing 
everything in our power to continue to bring you 
important services.

All locations closed
As of 6 p.m. Monday, March 16, all BPL locations 

are closed until further notice. All online services 
will remain available.  

All events cancelled
As a preventative measure to minimize the spread 

of COVID-19, all Boston Public Library programs 
and events have been cancelled.  This includes all 
events—classes, programs, and workshops—at all 
of our branches. 

As always, we are closely following the directives 
of the City of Boston and the Boston Public Health 
Commission.

Don’t worry about due dates
The BPL has waived all library fines through May 1.
In addition, all books will be automatically renewed 

for an additional 15 weeks, and any library cards that 
were to expire in March and April have had their 
expiration dates extended to October.

Online resources
We are also able to provide you with additional 

options from books to skill training online at bpl.org. 
We invite you to explore our extensive offerings, 

including the ability to stream and download the 
diverse content available through applications like 
Kanopy and Hoopla, or to learn new skills with lynda.
com. We can also help you with personalized reading 
recommendations through Shelf-Service.

If you don’t have a library card yet or your account 
has expired, learn how to get an eCard.

And if you have research questions, the team 
at ask@bpl.org is also here to help.

Keep each other safe
We all have a role to play in protecting our com-

munities and mitigating the spread of coronavirus.  
Please also visit boston.gov and bphc.org for the 
latest updates.

The Catholic Archdio-
ceses of Boston, Worces-
ter, NY and Washington 
DC have drained the holy 
water fonts and canceled 
in-person Mass until 
further notice.

And on Sunday, the 
governor closed Mass. 
public schools, prohib-
ited gatherings of 25 peo-
ple or more, and banned 
on-premise consumption 
at bars and restaurants 
until April 6.

“Social distancing” is 
important because the 
coronavirus spreads very 
rapidly when people are 
close together. We saw 
that happen a few weeks 
ago in China, Iran, and 
Italy, where a few cases 
became thousands in a 
few days. If the virus isn’t 
spread because people 
stay away from each 
other, transmission will 
be slowed, and eventu-

ally it will diminish to a 
manageable disease. If 
it doesn’t, we’ll look like 
Italy, a country of 60 mil-
lion people in lockdown. 

As of Tuesday morn-
ing, coronavirus cases 
in Italy number 27,980 
cases and 2,158 deaths. 
Spain and France have 
joined Italy in lockdown, 
and most of the rest 
of Europe is heading 
that way. Lockdown 
means people will only 
be allowed to leave their 
homes to buy food and 
medicine, commute to 
work, go to medical cen-
ters and banks, or take 
trips to care for the young 
and elderly.

Contrast that with Sin-
gapore, which, after the 
outbreak in China, closed 
down many parts of the 
country, aggressively 
monitored its popula-
tion, and severely limited 
social contact. People 

who failed to abide by 
their “Stay Home” re-
quirements have been 
punished. They have had 
243 cases of coronavirus, 
and no reported deaths. 

If social distancing 
doesn’t work and CO-
VID-19 spreads rapidly, 
we will see our number 
of cases and deaths rise 
quickly, with the result 
that our health care sys-
tem will be overwhelmed, 
and our economy will 
grind to a halt.

But many here in 
Boston didn’t seem to 
get the message or are 
unclear on the concept. 
On Saturday, I received 
a text reporting that 
bars in Adams Village 
were “wall-to-wall” with 
people. And Twitter was 
ablaze with pictures of 
Southie bars packed 
to the gills with people 
celebrating St. Patrick’s 
Day. The park in front 

of my house had groups 
of adolescents frolicking. 

By the morning, there 
was an outcry about the 
lack of safe distancing, 
leading to the governor 
closing all bars and res-
taurants except for take-
out food a few days later.

This is not vacation 
time. We’ve shut down 
our state in the hope 
that our residents will 
practice “social distanc-
ing” and thereby limit 
COVID-19 infection.

People are getting the 
wrong impression when 
the media report on coro-
navirus infection based 
on confirmed cases when 
testing has been nearly 
impossible to obtain. Our 
government and media 
need to approach our 
situation differently.

We hear reports of the 
number of Massachu-
setts cases identified, 
which was 197 as of 

Tuesday morning – but 
the state had only tested 
1,092 people in total. 
South Korea is testing 
15,000 people per day. 
We know that the num-
ber of infected residents 
is much higher, but we 
won’t know how much 
higher until testing is 
widespread. 

An infectious disease 
physician on the radio 
was asked about the fact 
that we now have 5,000 
test kits in the Common-
wealth, and whether that 
would make a difference 
in getting control of the 
virus. She said maybe if 
we were doing 5,000 tests 
each day.

We’re not ready for 
this. 

On Sunday, I called the 
special 211 number to 
get information on coro-
navirus for a friend who 
has symptoms. It took 
two-and-a-half hours 

for someone to answer. 
Some health centers are 
reporting that they are 
treating patients with-
out Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) be-
cause they can’t get any 
masks or gowns, there-
by potentially exposing 
them to the virus. This 
is further complicated 
by the fact that some 
infected people have no 
symptoms, currently a 
prerequisite for getting 
a test.

Medical providers are 
testing positive and na-
tionally two emergency 
room docs are in critical 
care units after being 
exposed.  Any hope for 
preventing our country 
from turning into a larg-
er scale version of Italy 
rests on our taking action 
now.  The next two weeks 
will reveal whether we 
acted in time.

We need a bigger boat.

The next two weeks will tell if  we’re ready

Mayor Walsh, flanked by city councillors, announced the suspension of Boston Public Schools 
during a City Hall press conference on March 13.   Isabel Leon photo/Mayor’s Office

Walsh: For now Boston’s schools will be closed until April 27
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  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

Gamewell Fire 
Alarm

At the t ime the 
Gamewell Company 
was located in New-
ton. The Gamewell fire 
alarm was created by 
George Milliken who 
lived at 44 Virginia 
Street, Dorchester, from 
the 1880s to 1921. Mil-
liken was renowned for 
his inventions. Among 
them were the Mil-
liken Repeater and the 
Duplex System, both of 
which aided greatly in 
the development of the 
telegraph system. By 
1867, Milliken had risen 
to the position of General 
Manager of the Boston 
Office of Western Union. 
During his tenure, he 
hired and oversaw the 
work of a young Thomas 
Edison as a telegraph 
operator. After many 
years of service, Milliken 
left Western Union and 
by 1885 had become the 
superintendent of Elec-
trical Development and 
Manufacturing, a labo-
ratory and factory on 
Congress Street. Three 
years later, Milliken 
was Superintendent 
at the Gamewell Aux. 

Fire Alarm Company on 
Pearl Street, where he 

stayed until his death 
in 1921.

So we have a Dorches-
ter double: little Thoma-
sina, who appeared in 
the ad, was a Dorchester 
resident, and the inven-
tor of the alarm system 
had lived in Dorchester.

The Dorchester His-
torical Society’s historic 
houses are closed at 
this time due to the 
COVID-19 corona virus.  
We will announce when 
the houses will be once 
again open to the public.  
For now our programs 
have been suspended.

The archive of these 
historical posts can be 
viewed on the blog at 
dorchesterhistoricalso-
ciety.org. The Dorches-
ter Historical Society’s 
historic houses are open 
on different dates. The 
Lemuel Clap House 
(1712 and remodeled 
1765) at 199 Boston 
Street is open on the 
third Saturday of each 
month. The James Blake 
House, 735 Columbia 
Road (1661) and the 
William Clap House, 
195 Boston Street (1806) 
are open on the third 
Sunday of each month. 
Open hours are 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
dorchEStEr hiStorical SociEty

Advertisement in Fire Engineering magazine, 
April 1949, featuring a picture of eight-year-old 
Thomasina De Beneditto who pulled the fire box 
alarm when she observed a fire in a nearby factory 
in Dorchester, Massachusetts.

J a m e s  B r e t t  o f 
Dorchester, a longtime 
advocate for people with 
disabilities, was recently 
named vice chairman of 
the National Council on 
Disability (NCD). Brett, 
the president and CEO 
of The New England 
Council, has dedicated 
much of his work as a 
policy maker as well as 
his community and civic 
life to improve the qual-
ity of life for people with 
intellectual and physical 

disabilities.
NCD is an independent 

federal agency that ad-
vises the President, Con-

gress, and other federal 
agencies on policies, pro-
grams, and procedures 
that affect people with 
disabilities. Its members 
are appointed by the 
president or by a member 
of Congress.

“I am honored to take 
on this role with the NCD 
and am looking forward 
to the year ahead,” Brett 
said. “The NCD has a long 
history of service and 
advocacy for people with 
disabilities. The Coun-

cil’s quality research 
and thoughtful analysis 
has improved the lives 
of countless people with 
disabilities. They are a 
leading voice for people 
with disabilities and I am 
proud to be part of this 
organization.”

Brett was appointed 
to the NCD by Congress 
in 2016. In recent years 
the NCD has focused on 
a range of issues includ-
ing improving access to 
quality dental care for 

people with disabilities, 
enhancing protections 
for individuals who may 
be exposed to abuse, 
and understanding the 
particular challenges of 
medical and long-term 
care for vulnerable popu-
lations.

At the New England 
Council, Brett launched 
a collaboration between 
business and higher edu-
cation to advocate for 
access to employment for 
people with disabilities. 
At the University of Mas-
sachusetts Boston, he 
raised funds to establish 

a permanent position to 
research and study the 
use of technology to help 
people with disabilities 
enter the workforce. The 
James T. Brett Chair in 
Disability and Workforce 
Development is the na-
tion’s only endowed chair 
in disability and work-
force development.

Brett is also chairman 
of the Governor’s Com-
mission on Intellectual 
Disability and serves as 
the chairperson of the 
Massachusetts Disabled 
Persons Protection Com-
mission. 

Brett named vice chairman of  National Council on Disability

James T. Brett

By daniEl ShEEhan
rEportEr StaFF

When Anthony Attride 
was hired as executive 
director of the Dorches-
ter YMCA last summer, 
it meant he would be 
returning to an organi-
zation just blocks away 
from his childhood home 
on Fuller Street, where 
he lived until the age 
of five. 

Attride told the Re-
porter that it “feels great” 
to be back in the com-
munity. “It was an over-
whelming feeling when 
they actually offered me 
the job,” he said. “When 
you look back, you’re 
very thankful for the 
people who kind of men-
tored you and shaped you 
throughout your career.”

Attride began his new 
role with years of expe-
rience at the Y already 
under his belt: In 2011, 
he signed on as the 

membership director at 
the Huntington YMCA 
branch before moving 
to Dorchester where he 
became operations direc-
tor in 2017. 

Then, he moved out 
west to take a position 
as associate executive 
director at the East Bay 
YMCA in Richmond, Ca-
lif., where he said it was 
“trial by fire” but overall 
a rewarding experience.

“There’s a saying, ‘You 
don’t know what you 
don’t know,’ and I think 
that experience made 
me realize how much I 
had to learn,” he said. 
“But I got some really 
great feedback out there, 
which prepared me for 
where I am today.”

As executive director, 
Attride is filling the 
shoes left by Andrea 
Baez, whom he called a 
“mentor.” Taking cues 
from her will be part of 

his model for success 
going forward, he said. 
“She connected folks 
so well, she really was 
the epitome of an open-
door policy, you know, 
in terms of if you need 
to talk about anything 
professionally, person-
ally, ‘I can help you kind 
of navigate that, I’m here 
for you.’ I was very keen 
to that because there 
was never a time when 
she felt unavailable for 
myself or any other staff, 
so I try to emulate that 
going forward. 

“And I think for this 
particular position and 
role, there’s not many 
folks who know how 
to hustle more than 
she does. The energy, 
the commitment that it 
takes to be successful 
in this role … I learned 
that’s kind of the ex-
pectation ... I’m super 
appreciative because 

she definitely laid that 
foundation for what a 
successful ED looks like.”

In discussing his own 
vision for the Y going 
forward, Attride em-
phasized that finding a 
balance between stabil-
ity and flexibility is key 
when it comes to running 
a successful branch.

“For me, it’s working 
on the foundation of the 
stuff that we already 
have here, and making 
sure that those things 
are successful...I want to 
be creative in the things 
that we do here but I also 
recognize that consisten-
cy is very powerful and 
it helps guide a lot of the 
things we do. But I want 
this branch to be the best 
for whoever needs it, and 
if that requires that we 
think a little differently 
about some things, I’m 
all for it.”

Taking stock of the 

community and its rap-
idly changing environ-
ment, Attride acknowl-
edged the need to remain 
a rock in the neigh-
borhood and provide 
a welcoming space for 
everyone. 

“Dorchester is – not 
surprisingly, but sur-
prisingly – a lot differ-
ent than I remembered 
it from three years ago. 
So I think what I really 
want it to be is a place 
where everybody feels 
welcome. There have 
been so many things 
about Dorchester that 
have changed, whether 

it be an influx of people 
moving in or others mov-
ing out, and I think it’s 
up to us to embrace the 
community that not only 
has been here for many, 
many years, but also to 
recognize and respect 
the fact that there are 
some folks that are in 
Dorchester that maybe 
in years past wouldn’t 
have been the case, but 
now they are part of this 
flourishing community.

“At the end of the day, 
I just want a place where 
everybody feels like the 
place I want to go to is 
the Y –that’s where I feel 
supported, I feel safe, 
and I can be the best ver-
sion of myself every day.”

•••
NOTE: Greater Boston 

YMCA began to close 
all fitness facilities and 
pools beginning Mon., 
March 16, in response to 
statewide efforts to con-
tain the COVID-19 virus. 
Branches will remain 
open as food distribution 
centers and for “essen-
tial” childcare services.

YMCA director returns to Dot roots;
sees branch as a ‘welcoming place’
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Editorial

Looking up Longfellow Street

By EdWard M. cook
SpEcial to thE rEportEr

Looking at voter registration and voter turnout in 
various neighborhoods of Dorchester can be shocking.  
In Ward 15, 35 percent of registered voters have not 
voted once in the past six years.  In an effort to im-
prove registration and turnout, local activists have 
created a coalition called DotTheVote.  This coalition 
already includes US Sen. Edward Markey, Attorney 
General Maura Healy, Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley, Suffolk County Sheriff Steve Tompkins, 
eleven neighborhood organizations and labor unions, 
district City Councillors Andrea Campbell and 
Frank Baker and all of the at-large councillors and, 
importantly, state Sen. Nick Collins and state Rep. 
Liz Miranda.  And the list continues to grow daily.  

Passing Election Day Registration (EDR) is 
strongly endorsed by the DotTheVote coalition. For 
voters, it is a crucial reform for 2020 that is now be-
ing considered by the Legislature for implementation 
that would make us the 22nd state to introduce this 
measure.  Which raises the rhetorical question: Why 
weren’t we first?  Maine and Minnesota introduced 
it 40 years ago!  

In 2018 EDR allowed 50,000 eligible voters to vote 
in New Hampshire.  The Massachusetts Senate has 
passed an EDR bill twice already.  What is up with 
the House?  EDR will modernize voter registration 
and make registration more cost-effective, accurate, 
and secure.  Sen. Collins and Reps. Liz Miranda and 
Russell Holms are co-sponsors of the bill.

Here is how it would work:
• Accuracy and security: Massachusetts has joined 

the Electronic Registration Information Center 
(ERIC), a national clearinghouse that collects reg-
istration information and compares it with that of 
other state and federal databases to assure accuracy 
and security of voting lists.  All election officials at 
each polling place will have access to the statewide 
list of registered voters in the central registry. 

Here is how it would work in other regards:
• Guaranteed right to participate in our elec-

tions: No one should be disenfranchised for moving 
to another residence close to election day. Seniors, 
young people, veterans, renters, low-income people 
and young families are all likely to move, and their 
political voice matters.  Media coverage intensifies 
about an election in the final month. When voters 
are most likely to be learning about an election, they 
could find out that they aren’t able to participate. 
EDR changes that.

• Proof of residency: Eligible Massachusetts 
citizens must provide proof of residency when they 
register or soon after – a current driver’s license or 
ID card suffices, or documentation of residence such 
as a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, a 
paycheck, or a lease agreement – and make a writ-
ten oath attesting to their citizenship. In addition 

Dorchester’s voice is Dorchester’s vote

By roy lincoln karp
rEportEr coluMniSt

The Friday after Sept. 11, 2001, I took the Grey-
hound bus from Boston to New York city to check on 
my friends and family.  The place I had called home 
for 25 years was still reeling from the attacks, its 
residents in a state of traumatic shock.  My mother 
took me to the local fire station, where a makeshift 
memorial had been created for the five firefighters 
they lost, including their captain.  These types of 
memorials, filled with messages of love and peace, 
had sprung up all around the city.

The next day, we heard there was going to be 
a candlelight vigil that evening.  At 6 p.m. we 
headed downstairs and joined up with small group 
of neighbors who had gathered on my mother’s 
corner.  Together, we sang songs like “America” 
and “Imagine.”  You could see dozens of similar, 
candle-lit gatherings on other street corners as far 
as the eye could see.

Sadly, it seems we need to experience this kind of 
mass tragedy to remind us of our common humanity.  
In times of crisis, most of us experience a deeply felt 
need to come together, to renew the social bonds 
that connect us all.  After the Boston Marathon 
bombing, the city came together and, at least for a 
brief moment, we were Boston Strong.

Now we are facing a new crisis, a rapidly spreading 
global pandemic, and that emotional pull to come 
together is as strong as ever.  But this particular 
challenge requires us to practice “social distancing.”  
At a time when we are frightened for ourselves 
and our more vulnerable friends, relatives, and 
neighbors, we have been asked to keep at least six 
feet from one another and avoid social gatherings. 

One of the biggest challenges ahead is to make 
sure social distancing does not lead to widespread 

social isolation.  According to Marc Lipsitch, Director 
of the Center for Communicable Disease Dynamics 
at Harvard’s T.H. Chan School of Public Health and 
one of the world’s foremost experts on infectious 
diseases, “mitigating the impacts of social distanc-
ing is as important as social distancing.”  

Joan Maya Mazelis, a sociologist at Rutgers Uni-
versity who has studied social ties in low income 
communities, says she prefers the term “physical 
distancing,” which underscores the importance of 
maintaining and strengthening networks of mutual 
support.

An informal survey and friends and family on 
Facebook shows that people are getting creative, 
often using technology to overcome physical dis-
tance.  Many talked of connecting more frequently 
with friends and loved ones through text, email, 
and social media, as well as phone and video calls.  
On Sunday, our church held a remote service using 
Zoom and the Social Justice Action Committee met 
that way as well.  One friend said a neighbor left a 
note on her door asking if she wanted to help form 
a support group on her block.  Another hosted a 
30-minute “loving-kindness” meditation using Zoom.

One post in particular caught my attention.  A 
friend of mine from church said she heard about 
a group suggesting that everyone sing one chosen 
song at 6 p.m. each night from out of their window.  
The first song they chose was “Yellow Submarine” 
by the Beatles.  The song they have chosen for 
tonight is “Everything’s Gonna Be Alright” by Bob 
Marley.  I have no idea if this has caught on, but I 
plan to open up my window tonight with the hope 
that it will be.  I will do so also in the hope that we 
finally begin to understand how much we need one 
another, not just in a crisis, but all the time.

We can’t let ‘social distancing’
lead all of  us to social isolation

As editor and publisher, I want to share with 
you a few thoughts on our plans at the Dorchester 
Reporter for covering our communities during this 
COVID-19 emergency. 

Yes, COVID-19 is the big story and it likely will 
be so for a quite a while. Our team of reporters and 
contributors continue to work from our newsroom 
and remotely to document what’s going on, both with 
COVID-19 and with all the neighborhood activities 
impacted by the crisis. 

We fully intend to continue printing the weekly 
editions in Dorchester and Mattapan, which are 
circulated on Wednesdays each week. We have 
contingency plans in place to publish online-only at 
dotnews.com if there is some interruption in print-
ing capacity. 

But whatever the medium, our reporters and colum-
nists and editors will continue to share information 
and context with you. We hope that you will help 
us in that mission by engaging with the Reporter, 
sharing our work and— if you see fit— subscribing 
to the paper. 

We don’t have a paywall on our website— and 
we have no plans to change that, especially now. 
Everyone needs access to the information we will 
provide over the coming days and weeks. But we will 
introduce a new tool on our website that will allow 
readers who want to help underwrite our efforts to 
make a contribution. This will be badly needed since 
much of our advertising revenue— the lifeblood of a 
newspaper and many digital products, too— is defi-
nitely going to take a hit, at least in the near-term.

We have a long story thread online now that syn-
thesizes reporting from our team and from State 
House News Service reporters, who have done an 
exceptional job in providing a stream of information 
from critical sources in government. We are also 
grateful to our partners at WBUR 90.9FM, with 
whom we share resources and content in a media 
partnership that is now about two years old. 

This week, our staff has spent time talking to 
people at neighborhood stores and restaurants and 
cafes to get a better sense of what is happening at 
those businesses and to find out more about how this 
crisis is changing behaviors of spending and the like. 

We’re staying in close contact with health centers 
and hospitals in Dorchester and Boston to document 
what they are hearing and seeing. Our contributor— 
Bill Walczak— offers some valuable insights on that 
part of the story in today’s edition.  

While our newsroom remains open and active at 
this time, we have made an important change in 
protocol that impacts advertising and other walk-in 
appointments.  Effective March 12, all advertisers 
— including those seeking to place legal notices— 
must do so through phone (617-436-1222), fax (617-
825-5516), or email (addesk@dotnews.com). We 
will not accept walk-in business during this state 
of emergency. 

This is an incredibly fluid story. It’s magnitude 
and scope is unprecedented. But we’re committed 
to staying focused on the local angle and providing 
the best information we can to our readers. 

Right now, we’re very interested in hearing from 
you about what you want to know. We invite you to 
help us document this event as it unfolds. Send us 
your tips, your thoughts, your photos, and— yes— 
your prayers

The best way to get us for the moment is @DotNews 
or email us at newseditor@dotnews.com.

Everyone reading this understands the gravity of 
the situation. It is ridden with anxiety and uncer-
tainty. But we need to stay calm, do the work that 
needs to be done, and support one another as much 
as we can. Let’s step up, Dorchester.

    - Bill Forry

The Reporter intends 
to keep serving you

to allowing voters to register to vote, they will be 
able to fix errors in their registration.  Importantly, 
EDR will reduce human error associated with paper 
forms, help eliminate duplicate records, cut down 
on provisional ballots, and ensure that those who 
move and have not yet updated their records are 
not denied the right to participate in our democracy. 

Democracy is on all of our minds in 2020.  John 
Dewey, the twentieth century American philosopher, 
said, “The solution to the problems of democracy is 
more democracy.” Passing Election Day Registration 
is a one of the best ways for us to strengthen our 
democracy right here in Massachusetts and expand 
voting rights.  

“Dorchester’s voice is Dorchester’s vote” is the motto 
of DotTheVote.  It captures the notion that every 
vote counts.  Everyone who is interested in or that 
we want to be interested in,our neighborhood has 
one thing in common: they can count.  Woody Allen 
said, “80 percent of success is just showing up.” The 
ballot box is where the community’s voice is heard.  
Even if a candidate or cause fails to win, Dorchester 
wins when there is a good turnout.  The ultimate 
goal of DotTheVote and Election Day Registration 
is community empowerment for “We the people.”

Edward Cook, a Dorchester resident, is the cam-
paign manager of DotTheVote.

Courts in Massachusetts courts will be closed 
to the public from March 18 until at least April 6, 
except to conduct emergency hearings that cannot 
be resolved through a videoconference or telephone 
hearing, according to a standing order issued Tuesday 
by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

“Individual clerks’ offices will be open to accept 
emergency pleadings, to address questions and to 
assist with videoconference or telephonic hearings,” 
the SJC said. Each Trial Court department has is-
sued a standing order to specify what constitutes an 
emergency matter. People with previously scheduled 
hearings - emergency or non-emergency, during the 
closure period should contact the appropriate clerk’s, 
clerk magistrate’s, register’s or recorder’s office for 
instruction. 

“We are in uncharted territory for state judicial 
systems, and we are working to continue to deliver 
justice to all individuals while striving to keep the 
public, court users and our employees safe,” said 
Trial Court Chief Justice Paula Carey. “In these 
unprecedented times, we intend to listen, learn and 
adjust as necessary to accomplish our objective to 
deliver justice and to keep all safe.” 

- Michael P. Norton
State House News Service

State courtrooms closed 
until April 6- at earliest
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By Matt Murphy
StatE houSE 
nEWS SErvicE

The last time Massa-
chusetts tried to count 
its population the state 
wound up losing a Con-
gressional seat. This 
time, Secretary of State 
William Galvin hopes 
Massachusetts can avoid 
a similar fate, even in the 
face of challenges exacer-
bated by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The 2020 US Census 
kicked off on March 
12, with postcards in 
the mail to millions of 
Massachusetts house-
holds informing them of 
how to take part in the 
decennial population 
count - online, by mail, 
or by phone.

Galvin, however, said 
widespread fear over 
the spread of coronavi-
rus and the steps being 
taken to limit person-
to-person contact could 
make existing challeng-
es, like counting college 
students and foreign-
born residents, that 
much harder.

The Brighton Demo-
crat is overseeing the 
state’s Census effort for 
the third time.

“I must confess to you 
that in the beginning of 
this process and actually 
for a long time I’ve been 
somewhat skeptical of 
what the response rate 
would be online. But in 
light of the coronavirus 
situation, online might 
be a very important part 
of our response,” Galvin 
told reporters at a press 
conference to highlight 
the start of the 2020 
counting effort.

He said he hoped peo-
ple working from home 
might use that freedom 
to fill out the Census 
online.

Galvin also said Thurs-
day the decision of many 
colleges and universities 
across the state this 
week to ask students not 
to return to campus after 
spring break “couldn’t 
come at a worse time” for 
the count and that the 
virus could impact re-
cruitment of door-to-door 
canvassers and people’s 
willingness to interact 
with Census takers.

Counting college stu-
dents is an integral part 
of the state’s Census 
effort, and the decision 
of schools like Harvard, 
MIT, Boston University 
and the University of 
Massachusetts to move 
exclusively to online 
learning, and send stu-
dents home will make 
it harder to account for 
them.

The US Census Bu-
reau already accepts 
administrative records 
of students living in 
dormitories, and Galvin 
said he sent a letter to 
the Census Bureau ask-
ing it to do the same for 
enrolled students who 
might live in off-campus 
housing.

Galvin said he was 
also worried about the 
state’s ability to convince 
the more than 1 million 

foreign-born residents 
to participate given the 
anxiety in the immigrant 
community about inter-
acting with the federal 
government.

“Whether they’re le-
gally present or not, we 
believe they’re here and 
we know they should be 
counted,” Galvin said.

Galvin said he believes 
based on academic stud-
ies and existing Census 
data that Massachusetts 
is home to roughly 6.9 
million people. The chal-
lenge now is counting all 
those people.

If the count is success-
ful, Galvin said Massa-
chusetts should not lose 
another Congressional 
seat as it did after the 
2010 Census, when re-
districting consolidated 
the state’s 10 districts 
into nine, and US Rep. 
John Olver, of west-
ern Massachusetts, an-
nounced he would retire.

“Am I concerned? Yes. 
Every estimate, howev-
er, has suggested that we 
would not, and, in fact, if 
we prove out that popu-
lation of 6.9 we would 
be pretty confident we 
would not,” Galvin said.

The population count 
not only governs how 
many seats in Congress 
the state controls, but 
dictates the flow of fed-
eral money for things like 
education and transpor-
tation that are based on 
the number of residents 
in a state or community.

“It’s not just about the 
political representation, 
which is oftentimes the 
first thing people think 
about. It’s also about 
the money and for us in 
Massachusetts it’s par-
ticularly important we 
get the money,” Galvin 
said.

The last Census in 
2010 counted more than 
6.5 million Bay State 
residents, a 3.1 percent 
increase over the previ-
ous decade during which 
the national population 
grew 9.7 percent. If Mas-
sachusetts’s population 
has grown to more than 
6.9 million, that would 
be a more than 6 percent 

increase in population.
Beginning Thursday, 

residents could go to 
2020Census.gov and fill 
out the online form. Pa-
per questionnaires will 
be mailed to most parts 
of the state on April 8, 
though resident of the 
Berkshires may get them 
sooner.

Galvin said he ex-
pects to get data from 
the federal government 
on response rates later 
this month, which will 
help him decide how to 
disperse $1 million in 
funding for local com-
munities approved by 
the Legislature to aid the 
counting effort.

After April, plans call 
for Census workers to 
be deployed door-to-door 
to try to count residents 
who have not responded 
online or my mail or by 
phone.

Eva Millona, execu-
tive director of the Mas-
sachusetts Immigrant 
and Refugee Advocacy 
Coalition, said her group 
and the state has been 
doing outreach through 
schools, universities, 
health centers and other 
service providers to reach 
immigrant communities 
and make sure they un-
derstand the importance 
of the Census.

“We also have done 
amazing outreach in 
faith-based institutions 
that people go and prac-
tice their faith, making 
sure the message that 
we want them to get is 
coming from people they 
trust,” Millona told the 
News Service.

Millona has chaired the 
state’s 2020 Complete 
Count Committee, and 
said that only 185,000 
to 190,000 immigrants 

would fall into the catego-
ry traditionally referred 
to as “undocumented.” 
Hundreds of thousands 
of other immigrants 
have been naturalized, 
or maybe have been in 
the country for decades 
on temporary protected 
status.

“Given the rhetoric 
and everything else go-
ing on looking at the 
foreign-born population 
as a problem, it’s creat-
ing reluctance and people 
are not coming forward 
out of fear of this mixed 
status, and fear that 
every information I give 
about me might damage 
my family members at a 
later time,” Millona said.

Galvin dismissed criti-
cism, as reported Thurs-
day by the Boston Globe, 
that his office has been 
slow to award millions 
in funding for non-profits 

and municipalities to as-
sist with the count.

Galvin said non-profits 
have been made aware 
of the grants they can 
expect to receive, and 
much of that money will 
be sent out by the end of 
the week, while the $1 
million set aside by the 
Legislature in December 
for municipalities was 
specifically for commu-
nities with low response 
rates, which won’t be 
known for some time.

“It would be like paying 
people to be plow drivers 
in October. You don’t do 
it,” Galvin said about the 
criticism that non-profits 
should have received the 
funding sooner.

Cheryl Clyburn Craw-
ford, the executive di-
rector of MassVOTE, 
said her group remains 
committed to educat-
ing residents about the 
Census and passing an 
election-day voter reg-
istration law. But in the 
era of coronavirus, Craw-
ford said her group’s 
strategies might have to 
change.

“We will continue to 
deliberate with legisla-
tors, organize grass-
roots-based support, and 
ensure that underrep-
resented communities 
have their voices heard,” 
Crawford said. “Yet how 
we fulfill these tasks may 
change. Instead of hold-
ing in-person meetings 
with legislators and their 
staffs, for example, we 
may simply speak with 
them on the phone. As 
opposed to promoting 
and speaking at large-
scale public gatherings, 
we may encourage that 
such meetings take place 
online.”

“While these circum-
stances are far from ide-
al, they are unquestion-
ably necessary,” she said.

Galvin: Virus makes online Census responses critical

Massachusetts Secretary of State William Galvin stressing the value of online census responses at a 
press conference last Thursday.  SHNS photo

Find out more about how the ESP could help you
or a loved one at (617) 533-2430 or www.hhsi.us

The Elder Service Plan Approach
 AFFORDABLE:  All Covered Medical Benefits Provided Without Co-Payments

 ACCOUNTABLE:  We Are Reliable Health Experts and Caregivers

 CONVENIENT:  We Are the Only Provider and Center You Need

 COMMUNITY-ORIENTED:  We Are Dedicated to Serving Our Community

 PERSONALIZED:  We Are Committed to Providing the Best Quality of Life for Each Individual

Serving the Elders of Dorchester for over 22 years
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Codman Square Health Center’s Family 
Nurse Practitioner (FNP) Residency 
program provides newly graduated 
FNPs with additional training and 
mentoring so they may specialize 
in delivering high-quality care in 
community health centers. 

THE FNP RESIDENCY IS: A one-year 
program beginning July 2020 

APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED:
February 15 to March 13, 2020

THE RESIDENT’S CLINICAL  
FOCUS WILL BE FAMILY PRACTICE 
PRIMARY CARE. ADDITIONAL 
SPECIALTY ROTATIONS INCLUDE:
» Addiction Medicine
» Women’s Health
» Urgent Care
» Procedure Clinic
» and more!

CODMAN FNP RESIDENTS  
WILL BENEFIT FROM: 
» Precepted clinical sessions
» Multidisciplinary faculty
» Team-based care 
» Mentorship & professional development

VISIT: https://cutt.ly/CodmanSquare-FNP       EMAIL: FNPResidency@codman.org
CALL: Vivian Onyechi at (617) 825-9660 Ext. 8408

637 Washington St., 
Dorchester, MA 02124

617-825-9660
codman.org

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER LAUNCHES

POST-GRAD FAMILY NURSE 
PRACTITIONER RESIDENCY

The Jeremiah E. Burke High School boys basketball team get together for a team pic and senior group on Wed, March 11 at TD Garden.  Previously, the 
Bulldogs won the Division 3/South title and a state playoff game at the Garden, beating St. Mary in Lynn 50-47 to advance to the final game planned for Sat, 
March 14 in Worcester.  With the cancellation of the games by the MIAA, Burke and Sutton are Division 3 state title co-champions.  Patrick O’Connor photo

We will return neighborhood notables to this space when events are rescheduled.
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www.GibsonSothebysRealty.com

119 Savin Hill Avenue, Dorchester

617.825.0800

86 ASHMONT STREET

4 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 2,200 SF | $895,000

Tim Deihl and Amy Butterworth 

 ResCo Companies | 617.817.1813

21-23 SAGAMORE STREET

5 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 2,200 SF | $1,049,000

Dana Seabury|ResCo Companies | 617.816.9220

247 SAVIN HILL AVENUE,  #3

1 BED | 1 BATH | 1,290 SF | $464,000

Tara O’Riordan | 617.680.1039

SOLD

Tara 
O’Riordan

Lee 
Robinson

Don BenoitKim 
Pengelly

Jonathan 
Heelen

Kerry 
Dowlin

David 
DeMarco

IF YOU'RE THINKING OF SELLING OR BUYING THIS SPRING, NOW'S THE TIME TO GIVE US A CALL – YOUR LOCAL REALTOR GETTING GREAT RESULTS

UNDER AGREEMENTACTIVE LISTING

ResCo Companies Dana Seabury
ResCo Companies

Mayor, housing activists seek halt to evictions during crisis
By katiE trojano

and Bill Forry
rEportEr StaFF

Housing advocates are 
pushing for a total morato-
rium on evictions as the coro-
navirus pandemic descends 
on the region— a call that is 
finding support among state 
lawmakers, Mayor Martin 
Walsh, and some of the larg-
est property management 
companies in the region.

On Saturday, Walsh, joined 
by business leaders from the 
Greater Boston Real Estate 
Board and the Massachusetts 
Apartment Association, an-
nounced a “partnership” to 
“impose a moratorium on evic-
tions while Massachusetts is 
under a state of emergency.” 

The agreement would “en-
courage” property owners to 
“implement a moratorium on 
evictions that could be in ef-
fect for 90 days, with reviews 
every 30 days.”

Trinity Financial, Winn 
Residential, The Commu-
nity Builders, and the Mas-
sachusetts Association of 
Community Development 
Corporations were named as 
businesses that would “sup-
port the moratorium.”

Said the mayor: “Our prima-
ry focus in Boston is protecting 
our residents and ensuring 
they are safe and healthy as 
we work to stop the spread of 
coronavirus. Housing stability 
is crucial at this time, and I 
thank the Greater Boston Real 
Estate Board and the property 
owners throughout our city 
for working to minimize the 
disruptions to our residents 

during this challenging time.”
Greg Vasil, CEO and presi-

dent of the Greater Boston 
Real Estate Board, said the 
group is urging its members 
to place a moratorium on evic-
tions in Boston. 

“During this time,” he said, 
“we know how vital it is to 
do our part to minimize the 
anxiety and health risk to 
our tenants. This moratorium 
could last up to 90 days, with 
decisions being reviewed 
every 30 days. The halting of 
evictions will apply to those 
who are directly impacted 
by economic loss due to the 

coronavirus outbreak.”
Last week, the tenant ad-

vocacy group City Life/Vida 
Urbana and legal partners 
Harvard Legal Aid Bureau 
and Greater Boston Legal 
Services organized a rally in 
front of Boston Housing Court 
to make the case for a complete 
halt to any evictions while the 
state of emergency in Mas-
sachusetts remains in effect.

“It’s very unhealthy for us 
to go to the courthouse,” said 
Jacqueline Tucker, a Section 
8 tenant fighting a rent hike 
who last week had an appoint-
ment at housing court. “If they 

can shut colleges and schools 
down, why are they subjecting 
us to come here and get sick?” 

Asserting that people in 
Housing Court are typically 
packed shoulder-to-shoulder 
for hours, putting them at 
risk for exposure, Andres 
Del Castillo, a City Life/Vida 
Urbana organizer, said, “No 
one should have to choose 
between defending their home 
and being healthy.”

On March 14, Chief Justice 
Timothy Sullivan ordered the 
postponement of most eviction 
cases in Massachusetts until 
April 21. Advocates celebrated 

the decision as a victory, but 
want legislation passed to 
codify a full moratorium.

Last week, State Reps. Mike 
Connolly and Kevin Honan, 
who is chairman of the Joint 
Committee on Housing, filed 
legislation that would do just 
that. House bill 4935 would 
enact a statewide halt on 
evictions, foreclosures, and 
related legal proceedings in 
the Commonwealth for the 
duration of the COVID-19 
State of Emergency.  

“This postponement creates 
space for the more comprehen-
sive legislative solution that’s 
pending in the state house, 
H.4935, which should pass im-
mediately,” said Joey Michal-
akes, an attorney with Greater 
Boston Legal Services.

Steve Meacham, coordinator 
at City Life/Vida Urbana, said 
many low-income workers who 
aren’t able to work remotely 
are particularly concerned 
about potential evictions.

“The loss of income for par-
ents of kids in BPS who can’t 
work remotely, retail workers, 
service industry workers, and 
many others will absolutely 
lead to the inability to pay rent 
and mortgages, which will lead 
to evictions,” he said.

“The postponement is a huge 
step in the right direction, but 
it still allows executed evic-
tions to go forward, encourages 
settlements out of court when 
residents have little access to 
legal aid, and ends on April 
21 when the emergency could 
carry on far longer.” 

Jacqueline Tucker (front right) faces eviction and rallies for an eviction moratorium in front 
of Boston Housing Court.  Marilyn Humphries photo
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www.sjp2ca.org
617-265-0019

Our points of pride:

• Conveniently located on three  
campuses in Dorchester

• Rigorous academics for ages 2.9  
through Grade 8

• Early Education Program with half days 
offered at our Columbia Campus

• A safe, nurturing, structured,  
faith-filled environment

• Before and after school programs

• Generous financial aid offered

COLUMBIA CAMPUS
790 Columbia Rd.

WEEKLY OPEN HOUSE
Wednesdays

9:00 am - 11:00 am

LOWER MILLS CAMPUS
2222 Dorchester Ave.

WEEKLY OPEN HOUSE
Thursdays

8:30 am - 10:30 am

 NEPONSET CAMPUS
239 Neponset Ave.

WEEKLY OPEN HOUSE 
Tuesdays

8:00 am - 9:00 am

KNOWN, LOVED AND CALLED TO EXCELLENCE
Where students are

With Masses canceled, Catholics told to worship at home
By Bill Forry

Editor
Last Friday, Cardinal Seán O’Malley 

issued a new advisory cancelling all 
Masses “until further notice” in the 
archdiocese of Boston. The cardinal 
also issued a “dispensation from 
the obligation to attend Mass” to all 
Catholics.

The advisory altered or amplified 
directives the archbishop had issued 
on Thursday to Catholic parishes 
wheh he asked the community to “call 
on faith and reason to meet the chal-
lenge” of COVID-19, which he said 
should lean on “public authorities and 
the scientific/medical communities to 
guide us with facts and advice and we 
are called to respond to policies and 
programs they recommend.”

People who are ill or “at particu-
lar risk by reason of age or existing 
health conditions are excused from the 
obligation to attend Mass,” O’Malley 
wrote.  “We encourage participation 
in the celebration of Mass broadcast 
on CatholicTV.”

All other public gatherings in par-

ishes “such as dinners, lunches, and 
other social gatherings should be 
postponed or canceled until further 
notice,” the Cardinal wrote.

Fonts that contain holy water 
“should be emptied, cleaned and re-
main empty,” O’Malley added. 

Communion was still to be distrib-
uted at Masses, but O’Malley said 
that the church would be “temporarily 
suspending distribution of communion 
on the tongue and invite the faithful 
to reverently receive the Eucharist in 
their hand.”

“This directive is motivated by care 
and concern for the health of our 
people, especially those who are most 
vulnerable. As soon as the need for this 
temporary policy has passed and it will 
be safe to do so we will return to the 
practice of distribution of communion 
on the tongue.”

Earlier directives from the Arch-
diocese addressed the exchange of 
the “sign of peace,” a standard part 
of Catholic liturgies. As outlined in 
the parish bulletin at St. Gregory’s in 
Dorchester, the sign” is to be offered 

without any physical contact. If the 
priest celebrant chooses to extend the 
invitation for the sign of peace, the 
faithful, instead of a handshake, may 
bow to the persons nearby.”

Other faith communities locally have 
similarly cancelled services or moved to 
online worship, including Dorchester’s 
First Parish Church, which held an 
online service on Sunday.

Summer Camp 2020
It’s a Total Experience!

Memories for a Lifetime!

Tennis & Education For Life

SPORTSMEN’S TENNIS
& ENRICHMENT CENTER

Tennis Instruction, Enrichment, 
Recreational Sports & Field Trips

Visit our website for enrollment forms:
www.sportsmenstennis.org

P: 617.288.9092 F: 617.288.3253

The Boston Founda-
tion, Greater Boston’s 
community foundation, 
today announced it is 
establishing the COV-
ID-19 Response Fund to 
rapidly deploy flexible 
resources to organiza-
tions in Greater Boston 
that are working with 
communities that are 
disproportionately af-
fected by the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

The Fund will award 
one-t ime operating 
grants on a rolling basis 
to non-profits whose 
operations in support of 
elders and other vulner-
able populations have 
been stressed by the out-
break.  The Foundation 
encourages institutions, 
companies and other 
funders to contribute to 
the Fund. 

The Foundation will 
work in partnership with 
the city of Boston and 
other funders to ensure 

the Fund has maximum 
reach and effectiveness. 
“As we continue to take 
proactive steps to ad-
dress the coronavirus, 
I’m proud to see Boston 
communities step up to 
the plate, as we always do 
in times of need, to help 
our friends and neigh-
bors,” said Mayor Walsh. 
“These resources from 
the Boston Foundation 
will help communities 
who are most impacted 
by the virus, and I thank 
all those involved for 
supporting Boston resi-
dents.”

“The coronavirus out-
break is still likely in 
its early stages in our 
region, and the necessary 
efforts to prevent the 
spread of the virus will 
have a significant impact 
on parts of the commu-
nity who have the least 
ability to prepare for 
it,” said Paul S. Grogan, 
President and CEO of 

the Boston Foundation. 
“This fund is designed 
to give added support 
to those organizations 
on the front lines of 
caring for and assisting 
vulnerable populations, 
and those communities 
where the loss of jobs and 
benefits, or the closure of 
institutions, are creating 
a significant new burden 
for community members 
and the social service or-
ganizations that provide 
a safety net for them.”

In addition to offer-
ing an opportunity to 
contribute to the Fund, 
the Foundation is also 
urging its own donors to 
look for opportunities to 
support the critical needs 
of nonprofits by making 
general operating sup-
port grants to organiza-
tions they wish to help. 

More information is 
available at tbf.org/Co-
vid19Fund.

Boston Foundation sets up
coronavirus response fund;
city will help ensure reach
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www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org

William Clapp House, 195 Boston Street  
Lemuel Clap House, 199 Boston Street  

James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

The Dorchester Historical 
Society’s historic houses 
are closed at this time due 
to the COVID-19 corona 
virus.  

We will announce when the 
houses will be once again 
open to the public.  

For now our programs have 
been suspended.

NOTICE

Train in locksmithing, carpentry, 
or another trade to quickly earn a 
return on your investment.

Financial aid and veterans benefits 
available for qualified students.

NBSS.EDU/PROGRAMS

FAST TRACK 
TO HANDS-ON 
CAREER

NBSS_Dorchester-MattapanReporters_1-8 page_200107.indd   2 1/7/2020   3:13:34 PM

As virus descends, officials seek to curb wider spread

By Bill Forry
Editor

The man who over-
sees several Dorchester 
health centers has a 
message for patients this 
week: “Call ahead, don’t 
just show up.”

Chuck Jones is the pres-
ident and CEO of Harbor 
Health Services, the um-
brella organization that 
includes Neponset’s Dan-
iel Driscoll Health Center 
on Neponset Avenue, the 
Elder Service Plan on 
Morton Street in Mat-
tapan, and the Geiger-
Gibson Health Center on 
Columbia Point. 

Jones and his team are 
busy coordinating with 
public health officials at 
the city and state level 
for an eventual role in 

triaging and testing CO-
VID-19 patients. But he 
is quick to note that Har-
bor Health’s facilities are 
not equipped to handle 
patients who may be suf-
fering from coronavirus.

“We’re not a hospital,” 
said Jones. “We don’t 
have ventilators or ICUs. 
We’re working on how 
to maintain care for our 
communities— every-
thing from asthma to dia-
betes patients. Because 
their chronic diseases 
don’t take a vacation 
when coronavirus hits.”

He added: “We are 
getting a lot of calls from 
patients who are under-
standably concerned and 
have flu-like symptoms. 
Those we are trying to 
handle via phone. The 

health center isn’t the 
right place for them to 
be right now.”

Facilities like Nepon-
set Health Center, for 
example, do not have 
diagnostic kits on hand to 
test for COVID-19, Jones 
said. When test kits are 
deployed in large quanti-
ties, he and his team are 
working to develop proto-
cols and even alternate 
sites to help administer 
and process tests. 

But those supplies are 
not in hand — yet. “We 
would like to play a role 
in performing the screen-
ings,” Jones told the 
Reporter, adding that he 
and his team hope their 
staff will be part of satel-
lite testing, perhaps mod-
eled on “drive-through” 

tests.
Until then, “We really 

don’t want people coming 
in if they are symptom-
atic. All of the triaging 
is being done over the 
phone,” he said.

“We obviously have 
this public health crisis 
going on right now, but 
we also have thousands 
of patients we provide 
care for in each of our 
communities and these 
patients need to continue 
to have access to care. 
We are doing everything 
we can to make sure 
those patients continue 
to receive care in a safe 
manner. Our message to 
them is: please don’t dis-
continue your care. Give 
us a call, particularly if 
you have anxiety and we 

can talk them through 
what we’re doing to keep 
them safe during their 
visit.”

Of particular concern 
for Jones and his team is 
the Elder Service Plan in 
Mattapan, which strictly 
works with an popula-
tion of about 500 people 
in Dorchester, Matta-
pan, and surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Many of them come 
into the Mattapan facil-
ity daily —or at least 
weekly— for activities, 
wellness, and medical 
care though the PACE 
program.

“Unlike our health 
center, every participant 
in our PACE program 
is older and medically 
complex,” said Jones. 

“Our protocols there are 
particularly thought-
ful around protecting 
this population. We are 
starting to be much more 
restrictive about who we 
bring into our day center 
and ramping up in-home 
care capabilities quite 
a bit.”

He added: “Any care 
that would have hap-
pened on site still needs 
to happen. We are not 
expecting decrease in 
access to care. We will 
need to provide it in dif-
ferent way.”

For more informa-
tion— and for phone 
numbers to call ahead 
before a visit— go to 
hhsi.us. 

Health center leader: ‘Call ahead, don’t just show up’

On Tuesday night, 
Mayor Martin Walsh 
addressed the anxiety 
and fear Boston residents 
and others across Mas-
sachusetts are feeling. 
The mayor’s prime-time 
address came at the 
end of a day that saw 
the number of positive 
coronavirus cases in 
Massachusetts climb 
to 218, including 42 in 
Boston; Carney Hospital 
in Dorchester embarking 
on a plan to focus only on 
COVID-19 patients; and 
the forecasting of a reces-
sion from a state fiscal 
watchdog and a major 
credit rating agency.

“This is an unprec-
edented situation, both 
in the nature of public 
health challenge and 
the steps we are taking 
to protect our residents,” 
Walsh said. He later 
noted that public health 
officials expect the num-
ber of cases in the city and 
state to “increase in the 
near future,” but added, 
“I want you to know: We 
are not powerless and you 
are not alone.”

Because the situa-
tion is serious, Walsh 
said, it will take “every 
single resident to help, 
no matter your age or 
your health status.” He 
told people to continue 
to wash their hands of-
ten, to cover coughs and 
sneezes, and to isolate 
themselves and call a 
doctor if they feel sick.

“The actions all of us 
take now will save lives,” 
the mayor said. “This 
is not a time for house 
parties, play dates, or 
visiting friends. We need 
everyone to limit their 
contact with each other 
right now. This is the so-
cial distancing that we’re 
learning and practicing 
together. It’s a new situ-
ation for our city, but it’s 
a known solution to the 
challenge we face.”

The mayor also ad-
dressed the possibility 
of ordering Boston resi-
dents to shelter in place. 
New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said on 
Tuesday that his resi-
dents should be prepared 
for such an order in the 
next 48 hours.

“We are not currently 
at that point, but we are 
monitoring the situation 
closely,” said Walsh. 
It’s not a situation that 
should be made lightly 
or in isolation,” he said, 
pledging to stay in close 
contact with Gov. Charlie 
Baker and to do what’s 
best for the public health 
of the city.

With new evidence 
showing community 
transmission occurring 
in seven counties, the 
governor on Sunday or-
dered bars to close and 
mandated that restau-
rants offer only takeout 
or delivery.

On Tuesday, Baker 
announced new emer-
gency orders, saying  
he will “cut red tape so 
hospitals can staff up 
faster,” adjust minimum 
standards for ambulance 
staffing to maintain EMS 
availability, and facili-
tate telehealth services 
across state lines to help 
keep people out of hos-
pitals in non-emergency 
situations. 

Also, the state is dis-
tributing $5 million in 
emergency funds to local 
boards of health, Baker 
said. He noted that he 
was also formally re-
questing that the Small 
Business Administration 
issue a declaration of 
economic injury for Mas-
sachusetts in order to 
make low-interest loans 

available to small busi-
ness owners affected by 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Baker has consistently 
denied rumors that he is 
planning to order Mas-
sachusetts residents 
to shelter in place for 
two weeks, saying he 
had heard those rumors 
himself as the pandemic 
spread of coronavirus 
continues in Massachu-
setts and around the 
world.

“We have no plans 
to do that,” Baker told 
WCVB’s Janet Wu dur-
ing a live interview Sun-
day morning. When Wu 
asked if the rumor was 
“wild speculation,” the 
governor said, “yes.”

Last Friday, Baker 
imposed a ban on many 
gatherings of 250 people 
or more, but by Sunday 
he has dramatically low-
ered the “capacity cap” to 
just 25.

Three private labs – 
Quest Diagnostics, Lab-
Corp and Thermo Fisher 
– have also been given 
FDA approval in recent 
days to begin testing.

“I think you’re going 
to see tons more testing 
and with tons more test-
ing, yeah, you’ll probably 
see a significant increase 
in the number of people 
who have been affected,” 
Baker said on Monday.

Though he wouldn’t 
put a time frame on it, 
he said the state’s objec-

tive is to quickly ramp up 
testing to the point that 
at least 1,000 people a 
day can be screened for 
the virus, through either 
public or private labs. He 
said the goal of the state 
is to spread out the rise 
of infections and avoid a 
spike that would over-
whelm the health care 
system. 

Baker also was pre-
scient on Sunday about 
drive-through testing, 
suggesting that that 
process may soon become 
available. On Tuesday 
came stories that health-
care programs like Atri-
us Health have started 
testing that way, in its 
case at a garage near 
Fenway Park and at two 
other locations with more 
to come.

Other notable mo-
ments in the last week 
locally included:

• Mayor Walsh an-
nounced in a press con-
ference on Friday that 
the 2020 Boston Mara-
thon will be postponed 
until Mon., Sept. 14. The 
development marks the 
first time in the 124-year 
history of the marathon 
that the race has been 
pushed back in the cal-
endar.

• The Dorchester Chili 
Cook-Off, scheduled for 
March 29, has been 
postponed until the fall. 
A statement taken from 
the Chili Cook-Off’s so-

cial media noted: “In 
light of the government’s 
Corona virus adviso-
ries, we regret to inform 
you that the Dorchester 
Chili Cook-Off has been 
postponed until the fall 
of 2020. The exact date 
will be determined later. 
Thank you for your un-
derstanding.”

• The JFK Library and 
Museum, which closed 
abruptly on March 11, 
offered some new details 
about the facility’s clo-
sure due to COVID-19. 
According to the state-
ment, two library em-
ployees currently under 
self-quarantine contract-
ed the virus after attend-
ing a conference at Row 
Hotel in Somerville on 
March 4 where other at-
tendees were confirmed 
to have cases.

The library recom-
mended that any patrons 
who visited the facility 
between March 2 and 
March 11 monitor their 
health for symptoms of 
coronavirus…”

• On March 12, The 
Edward M. Kennedy 
Institute for the United 
States Senate announced 
it was closing to the pub-
lic while continuing to 
monitor and assess the 
public health situation.

• On March 11, BC 
High in Dorchester an-
nounced that it would 
close for two days (March 
12-13) for a “deep clean” 
after parents of a stu-
dent tested positive for 
COVID-19.  The student 
tested negative for the 
virus, but will remain in 
quarantine for “as long 
as recommended,” ac-
cording to an email sent 
to the school community 
this afternoon. 

“We plan to open for 
a normal school day on 
Mon., March 16,” the 
school’s president and 
principal said in a let-
ter. They added: “At this 
point it is important to be 
clear that we are confi-
dent as we can be, that we 
do not have COVID-19 at 
BC High.” 
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We’ve finally turned the clock ahead, which 
means that the days are getting longer and spring 
weather is just around the corner.  In the season of 
new beginnings, many of us take this opportunity 
to complete our annual deep-cleaning ritual. 

This is the time of year we organize the garage, 
donate old clothing, and move furniture to get into 
all the nooks and crannies we tend to neglect. But 
before you pick up the duster, industrial vacuum, 
and bottles of solvents and cleaners, keep in mind 
that not all cleaning agents are pet-friendly.

The ingredients to avoid in household cleaners 
are phenols – a parent compound used as a disin-
fectant. If the label says “disinfectant”, “antibacte-
rial”, or “sanitizer,” chances are it contains phenolic 
compounds, which can be toxic to dogs and cats. 

Let’s run through a few common cleaners and 
how they can be used safely around your pets.

Bleach/Bleach Cleaners
There are countless products that contain bleach. 

However, if used properly, the risk of skin irrita-
tion or stomach upset is minute. Straight bleach 
should be properly diluted with water, and if using 
either a bleach solution or cleaner, it’s important 
to thoroughly rinse and air dry. Bleach odor can 
be overpowering for both pets and humans alike, 
so use it in well-ventilated areas.

Carpet Shampoo
They can cause skin irritation or stomach upset, 

but most are safe for households with pets. Make 

sure the carpet is completely dry before allowing 
pets to re-enter the area.

Carpet Deodorizing Powders
If ingested, they can cause respiratory irritation, 

resulting in coughing, sneezing, or a runny nose. 
Keep pets out of the room until you have vacuumed 
up the powder – and make sure to do a thorough 
job, as it can linger deep inside the carpet fibers.  If 
your pet comes in direct contact with the powder, 
you should wash their paws with soap and water 
to avoid skin irritation.

Aerosol 
Air Fresheners

and Disinfectants
Chemicals common in many popular air freshen-

ers and disinfectants can cause skin irritation, as 
well gastrointestinal issues. When spraying, make 
sure the pets are out of the room and do not come 
in contact with any surfaces until they are dry.

Floor Cleaners
When it comes to cleaning floors, many of us 

prefer the quick and easy method, like disposable 
microfiber pads that spray a cleaning solution.  The 
chemicals in these products are usually diluted, 
which means they do not present serious health 
risks to pets.    

If you opt to use the traditional mop and bucket, 
be sure to dilute the solution properly with water, 
and always make sure the floors are dry before 
allowing pets back into the area.

Taking the time to find household cleaning prod-
ucts that will not create unnecessary risks for your 
beloved pets, and taking care to use them properly, 
will ensure clean and healthy living spaces for 
everyone in your household! 

Mary Nee, a Dorchester resident, is the president 
of the Animal Rescue League of Boston. Pet ques-
tions? Email ARL at press@arlboston.org.

(617) 436-8828 DAYS
(617) 282-3469

Steinbach’s Service

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Station Inc.

321 Adams St., Dorchester 02122
Corner of  Gibson Street
State Inspection Center

DUCTLESS MInI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
InSTALLATIOn, SALES & SERVICE

DUFFY
ASPHALT SHINGLES • RUBBER ROOFING

• COPPER WORK • SLATE • GUTTERS  
• CHIMNEYS

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

Carpentry, Roofing, Painting 
  Gutters, Masonry 
  Decks & Porches
  Windows & Doors

Kerry ConstruCtion, inC.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

617-288-2680

 Office HOurs

 By AppOintment 383 NEPONSET AVE.
 evening HOurs AvAilABle DORCHESTER, MA 02122

WILLIAM LEE, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

617-288-2681

AUTO BODY REPAIRS  (617) 825-1760
  (617) 825-2594
  FAX (617) 825-7937

150 Centre Street
Dorchester, MA 02124

Free Pick-Up & Delivery Service

A Moment of Paws

Spring cleaning may be a health hazard for pets

Paris
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VINH’S TV

617-282-7189

1409 Dorchester Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02122

VINH’S TV

Open M-F  – 10am-6pm

Saturday  – 10am-5pm

Closed Sunday

We repair: 

TELEVISIONS (all models) 

COMPUTERS (Laptops, Desktops)  

GAMES CONSOLES: PS3-PS4 & Xbox 
(special PS4 HDMI port replace, 

same day service.) 
DVD transfer fron video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape)

Transfer from video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD
Mass Master License #9963             27 Years service in town

Secure Play Area – 4000 sq. ft.
Lic. #291031

617-265-2665
Owned/Operated by retired Boston Police Officer and daughters

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester
www.neponsetpreschool.com

Preschool$50/day
7:30-5:30

NEPONSET PRESCHOOL
15 months – 6 years

PRESCHOOL – $50/DAY • TODDLER – $70/DAY

Lynch talks COVID-19 with Tufts epidemiologist
By katiE trojano
rEportEr StaFF

Congressman Stephen 
Lynch on Monday hosted 
a live stream discussion 
about the COVID-19 
with Dr. Gabriela Andu-
jar Vazquez, an epidemi-
ologist who specializes in 
infectious diseases and 
infection control at Tufts 
Medical Center. 

The livestream fol-
lowed the issuance of 
state and city guidelines 
meant to help prevent 
the spread of the corona-
virus that Lynch called 
“among the most aggres-
sive in the country.”

The exchange between 
the doctor and the con-
gressman and their ques-
tioners follows:   
  

Q. Will wearing face 
masks work to stop the 
spread of covid-19? 

A. Face masks work 
when they are used by 
a symptomatic person. 
When we are out in the 
public, the most impor-
tant thing that we need 
to employ is hand hy-
giene. People that are not 
sick and are not present-
ing with symptoms need 
to wash their hands. To 
expose anyone to the 
disease, they have to be 
in contact with someone 
who is presenting with 
the symptoms. Those 
symptoms are fever, sore 
throat, cough, and short-
ness of breath.

Q. If I get the virus and 

recover, will I have an 
immunity to that virus?

A. This virus is new 
and we think that you 
would have some im-
munity; there is some 
protection there. We 
don’t know yet how long 
that protection could last 
and there’s still a lot to 
be known.

Q. What if someone 
who gets coronavirus has 
to self-isolate and doesn’t 
have sick leave?

A.  (Lynch): We’ve 
passed bills addressing 
the crisis. One is the 
Family First Bill that 
secured $8.3 billion and 
provides for a number 
of protections for people 
whether or not they 
have insurance. We’ve 
also secured paid family 
leave up to three weeks 
for those who have to 
miss work. If you can’t 
afford the doctor, you’ll 
be covered under the 
legislation, it’s a blanket 
provision. 

Q. Are medical pro-
fessionals working on a 
vaccine or treatment for 
the coronavirus? 

A. At this time, there 
is no cure and no particu-
lar treatment. All of the 
tested treatments are in 
the clinical trial stage 
and being monitored by 
the CDC.

Q. What are the chanc-
es that Boston could enter 

a state of lock down and 
how do we avoid this? 

A. (Lynch) I don’t think 
we are at that stage 
now. We don’t have that 
flare-up in Boston. This 
would be high specula-
tion at this point, but 
it’s important that we 
do address the possibil-
ity. Everything is on the 
table if the situation 
were to present itself 
at that level, including 
lockdown. What we now 
do to prevent the spread-
ing of the coronavirus, 
including minimizing 
the number of people 
gathering, and practic-
ing social distancing and 
good personal hygiene 
will reduce the spread. 

Vazquez: Hospitals 
are definitely prepared 
to handle the number of 
cases we have now. The 
hospitals in Mass. have 
had pandemic plans put 
in place for many years 

and pandemic respon-
siveness is something we 
have processes in place 
for. We do track, in real 
time, how it’s evolving 
and when it’s deemed to 
be a pandemic, we make 
sure we have a plan for 
every scenario including 
an influx of patients. 

Q. How is a test actu-
ally done? 

A. The test is a simple 
nasal swab in each nos-
tril.It’s the same proce-
dure as the test that is 
used for other viruses. It 
typically takes 4 to 7 days 
to come back, but we are 
prioritizing people that 
have severe illnesses, or 
those who are healthcare 
workers to make sure 
that they’re not exposed 
to patients. 

Q. What does “flat-
ten the curve” actually 
mean? 

A. Protective mea-
sures flatten the curve 

and allow the health 
care system to handle 
cases slowly. If we don’t 
take the recommended 
protective measures, 
the number of cases will 
multiply dramatically 
and that will overwhelm 
the system. 

Q. If someone gets sick, 
is it best to stay at home 
and let the virus run its 
course unless there are 
serious symptoms? 

A. Yes, stay home. 
We want people to seek 
medical care if you feel 
like you aren’t getting 
better. We wouldn’t want 
people to stay home and 
not do well. 

Lynch: Even though 
it’s inconvenient, stay 
home. We should be able 
to handle sitting on the 
couch at home if we think 
of what’s at stake. Do the 
right thing to protect the 
country. 

Among the many busi-
nesses, agencies, and 
other groups affected 
by closures this week 
have been Bostonians in 
recovery who typically 
meet up to seek support 
for addiction issues.

The AA Central Service 
Committee of Eastern 
Massachusetts website 
provides a listing of lo-
cal Alcoholic Anonymous 
meetings. On Tuesday, 
they issued an update on 

cancellations and meet-
ings that have moved 
online. 

Their website update 
reads: “Due to COVID-19 
health risk, note that 
most meetings have 
been suspended by the 
host facility until further 
notice.” 

Cancellations have in-
cluded The Home Group, 
a men’s AA group that 
typically meets at 7 
p.m. on Tuesdays at the 

Carney Hospital and a 
Meetinghouse Hill group 
that usually gathers on 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at 
First Parish Church.

The website provides a 
full list of meetings that 
have not been cancelled 
as of Mon., March 16. 

A Reporter source said 
that one local meeting 
that is likely to remain 
open is the “boat meet-
ing,” which is held out-
doors near Sullivan’s at 

Castle Island in South 
Boston. The group usu-
ally convenes on Satur-
days, but will meet Wed., 
March 18 at 5 p.m.

The central service 
committee will continue 
to monitor closings and 
update their website ac-
cordingly. To search for 
on-line meetings go to 
aa-intergroup.org. The 
office can be reached at 
617-426-9444. 

Recovery meetings disrupted amid crisis

Dr. Gabriela Andujar Vazquez and US Rep Stephen 
Lynch.
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recommend that busi-
nesses stay closed for 
eight weeks.”

DBCo was among the 
first businesses to close 
down, opting to vol-
untarily close to sit-in 
customers on Sunday, 
hours before the state 
issued its new policies. 
“Technically we could 
have stayed open, but 
I think we did the right 
thing,” said Malloy.

Currently, customers 
can purchase beer, gift 
cards, and merchandise 
at the brewery and order 
take-out food to-go from 
M&M BBQ, the restau-
rant housed inside the 
building, between 11:30 
a.m. and 7:30 p.m. And 
a new “social distance 
special” offers patrons a 
discount: any four-pack 
or growler for a reduced 
$10 price.

Meanwhile, DBCo’s 
15-20 person bar staff 
has been whittled down 
to one employee, who, 
Malloy says, will be 
paid for the shift for the 
first week. After that, he 
knows his business will 
need help.

“We’re hoping that 
the city, state, and fed-
eral government helps 
out small businesses, 
because you’re gonna 

hear a lot of stories 
about businesses going 
under if that doesn’t hap-
pen. This is very scary 
because it’s uncharted 
territory.”

Geo Lambert, owner 
of M&M, said customers 
can place take-out or-
ders by phone. Because 
the restaurant opened 
weeks ago, in January, 
a partnership with food 
delivery apps like Door-
dash or Grubhub has yet 
to materialize. 

About a third of the 
brewery’s beer orders 
have already been can-
celed, added Malloy, who 
was worried about the 
fate of the thousands of 
gallons of beer currently 
being brewed in giant 
steel tanks onsite. 

“This is where we need 
the community to come 
down and help,” he said, 
noting that the majority 
of brewery employees 
and management are 
themselves Dorchester 
residents. “Please help 
us out. We need it. 
These are local people 
who live next to you in 
Dorchester. We’re not a 
big company, we’re not 
Anheuser-Busch...when 
you think about the busi-
nesses in Dorchester 
with the potential to be 
the hardest hit, it is the 
small businesses.”

Malloy’s plea for help 
was echoed by business 
owners from Savin Hill 
to Ashmont. 

Local standbys like 
Molinari’s in Adams 
Village, Antonio’s HiFi 
Pizza in Fields Corner, 
and One Family Diner 
on Bowdoin Street all 
reassured customers 
they would be open for 
take-out services dur-
ing their regular hours. 
Tony Barros, co-owner of 
Cesaria restaurant, has 
chosen to follow suit, but 
he is unsure how long 
that will be possible. He 
plans to offer take-out for 
the “next few days” until 
their supply of perish-
ables is used “and then 
revisit it. I don’t think 
it will make sense [to 
continue]. We’ll see how 
it goes.” He added that 
the restaurant has seen 
“large decreases in sales 
since Thursday.”

Others, like Tavolo 
in Ashmont, have tem-
porarily switched to 
offering to-go food from 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. But 
for bars and eateries 
that lack the capacity 
for exclusively take-out 
service, the only option 
was to close completely, 
and indefinitely.

Other shops, like the 
Ice Creamsmith in Low-
er Mills, have adapted 
their normal service to 
the times. 

“We shut down last 
Friday and came up 
with a game plan and 
are doing a take-out 
window at our front door, 
so no one is allowed in-
side,” the shop’s owner, 
Chris Skillin, told the 
Reporter. “We have a 
full menu at the door. 
Currently we do not do 

delivery service...we are 
maybe going to sign up 
for an UberEats type 
of thing, changing our 
whole entire mentality 
to run the shop. It’s been 
a challenge, so we’re do-
ing what we can.”

The economic impact 
on Dorchester establish-
ments reflects the mas-
sive hit being taken by 
restaurants statewide. 
The Massachusetts Res-
taurant Association told 
the State House News 
Service on Monday that 
the last few days “have 
been some of the most 
stressful and anxiety-
ridden days our indus-
try has faced in recent 
memory and possibly 
ever.” The association 
has created a webpage 
with industry-specific 
guidelines, safety pro-
tocols, and recommenda-
tions for restaurateurs 
coping with the threat 
and restrictions of the 
coronavirus.

Also on Monday, 
Greater Ashmont Main 
Streets offered its social 
media followers a list of 
ways they can support 
local businesses from 
the safety of quarantine, 
including purchasing 
gift cards and ordering 
online. 

Shock waves from the 
COVID-19 outbreak con-
tinued to ripple through 
the neighborhood on 
Monday, the eve of St. 
Patrick’s Day, normally 
an important driver of 
business for local Irish 
pubs. 

At the Blarney Stone 
on Dorchester Avenue 
in Fields Corner, work-
ers served up plates 
and poured pints of 
Guinness to about 20 
customers Monday night 
who turned out on the 
eve of the mandatory 
shut-down for dining 
and drinking in estab-
lishments. 

Festooned with St. 
Patrick’s Day streamers, 
the bar and restaurant 
will continue to serve 
food to-go and plans 
delivery services as well. 
Farther up the avenue, 
another Irish pub was 
bracing for a long hiber-
nation. The Banshee, 
which is typically packed 
with patrons during 
the week of St. Pat-
rick’s Day, was largely 
empty on Monday night, 
with just a dozen or 
so regulars speckled 
throughout the room.  
The Banshee won’t offer 
take-out food, so it was 
last call for the barroom 
until April, perhaps lon-
ger. An Irish reel played 
over the sound system 
as co-owner Michael 
Vaughn bought a round 
for a pack of regulars 
who were saying their 
goodbyes— for now— to 
each other and to their 
favorite watering hole. 
“We’ll see you again 
soon. We’ll be back,” 
Vaughn counseled with 
a smile.

Reporter editor Bill 
Forry contributed to this 
report.

(Continued from page 1)
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• Automatic
• Rearview Camera
• Bluetooth

New 2019 Honda

Fit LX HATCHBACK

Stock# 51964, MSRP $17,910

100+ Fits Available

or
$2,999 cash or trade down

Lease 
for

$ 58*
27
Mos.

$0 down payment

$ 158*
36
Mos.

Lease 
for

1.9%APR       or 2.9%APRUP TO 
36 MOS.

UP TO 
60 MOS.

• Automatic
• Rearview Camera
• Lane Departure Warning

New 2020 Honda

Accord LX SEDAN

Stock# 205756, MSRP $24,800

200+ Accords Available

or
$2,999 cash or trade down

Lease 
for

$ 88*
24
Mos.

$0 down payment

$ 198*
36
Mos.

Lease 
for

2.9%APR       or 3.9%APRUP TO 
36 MOS.

UP TO 
60 MOS.

Herb Chambers

Herb Chambers Honda in Boston
720 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, MA 02122

(617) 731-0100

SERVICE OFFER

of your vehicle repair^.
We service all makes/models!

25%
 OFF

* Leases are with 12K miles per year, $0.15 per mile excess and require bank-approved credit. Security deposit waived. Leases are indicated money down plus 1st payment, acquisition fee, doc fee, sales tax and registration. Offers only 
available on in-stock vehicles. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Must finance/lease through Honda Finance. Ads include all available Honda incentives including College Grad and Military Appreciation. Excludes prior sales. APR offers 
available to qualified buyers. See dealer for details. Actual down payment may vary. ^Valid at Herb Chambers Honda in Boston. Maximum savings of $150. Coupon not valid with any other offer. Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit 
one coupon per person. Coupon does not apply to prior purchases. Other Restrictions may apply. Void where prohibited. See dealer for details. Expires 3/31/2020.

• Automatic
• Rearview Camera
• Bluetooth

New 2020 Honda

CR-V LX AWD

Stock# 207246, MSRP $27,645

150+ CR-Vs Available

• Automatic
• Rearview Camera
• Bluetooth

New 2020 Honda

Civic LX SEDAN

Stock# 203414, MSRP $21,480

400+ Civics Available

or
$2,499 cash or trade down

Lease 
for

$ 68*
27
Mos.

$0 down payment

$ 158*
36
Mos.

Lease 
for

or
$3,999 cash or trade down

Lease 
for

$ 128*
24
Mos.

$0 down payment

$ 258*
36
Mos.

Lease 
for

1.9%APR       or 2.9%APRUP TO 
36 MOS.

UP TO 
60 MOS.

1.9%APR       or 2.9%APRUP TO 
36 MOS.

UP TO 
60 MOS.

W E L C W

\

CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Partners with Junior League 
of Boston for STEM Class: This 
Winter, as part of our evening 
enrichment activities, Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Dorchester are once again 
partnering with the Junior League of 
Boston on a STEM program for Girls. 

Each week the group is experimenting 
on a variety of Science and Technology 
related activities with the volunteers 
assisting the Girls. 

Thanks to the Junior League of Boston 
for supporting our members in this 
exciting, hands-on class. 

For more information on Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Dorchester’s Education 
program please contact Joel Figueroa 
at jfigueroa@bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Hosts New England Women’s 
Leadership Awards Kick-Off 
Breakfast: Last week Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Dorchester was excited to 
host our kick-off breakfast for our New 
England Women’s Leadership Awards 
(NEWLA). 

We were joined by Mayor Marty 
Walsh, our 2020 event chair Nancy 
Friedman and members of our NEWLA 
Committee. Club member, Fatoumata, 
was our gracious host talking about 
all she does at BGCD and her NEWLA 
experience from 2019. 

In light of the growing concern over 
COVID-19, NEWLA will be postponed to 
September 28th at the Seaport Hotel 
& World Trade Center.

For more information about this years 
NEWLA event please visit https://give.
bgcdorchester.org/NEWLA20.

DID YOU KNOW: 
BGCD Competes in BGCA National 
Fine Arts Competition: Eleven BGCD 
members have been selected from 
our local Fine Arts exhibit to have 
their artwork entered into Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America’s National Fine Arts 
competition. The works have been sent 
off to the Boys & Girls Club of Fitchburg 
and Leominster which is hosting the 
Northeast Regional exhibit. 

Congratulations to the following 
members: Brendan O’Driscoll, 
Catherine Cole-French, Dahlia Foster, 
Gabby Maynard, Jasmine Barrett, Leiah 
Brade, Leila Bennett, Lily Paret, Mallory 
Powell, Naraya Dasilva and Tina Le 
who will be representing BGCD. 

For more information on our upcoming 
Spring schedule of classes please 
contact Katy Farrar at kfarrar@
bgcdorchester.org.

BGCD Hosts New England Women’s Leadership Awards Kick-Off  
Breakfast: See details below. 

BGCD Partners with Junior League of Boston for STEM Class: See details 
below.

            BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER   

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

In light of growing concern 
over COVID-19, 

our upcoming events 
are subject to change.

We are closely monitoring the 
situation and are following 

mandates from national, state 
and local legislature and 

operating in compliance with the 
CDC. We are sorry for any 
inconveniences this may

cause.
Please look for any updates

on our website at
bgcdorchester.org.
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COLLINS, John 
J. “Jack” of Quincy, 
59. Originally from 
Dorchester, he received 
a Bachelor’s degree 
in Political Science 
at UMass Boston and 
worked as a customer 
service agent for the 
IRS. The son of the 
late John G. and Joan 
M. (Hanley) Collins, 
Jack was the brother 
of Monica Becker and 
her husband Randy of 
Encinitas, CA, Barry P. 
Collins and his wife Ina 

of Taunton, Daniel M. 
Collins of Stoughton, 
and Mary J. Haynes 
and her husband Dan 
of Oakham. He is also 
survived by his special 
dear friends, Debbie 
Connelly and Mike and 
Margaret MacDonald, 
as well as many nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces 
and grandnephews. Do-
nations in Jack’s mem-
ory may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, 225 N. Michigan 
Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, 

IL 60601 alz.org or the 
United Spinal Asso-
ciation, 120-34 Queens 
Blvd. #320, Kew Gar-
dens, NY 11415 united-
spinal.org

GREENE, Cath-
erine Priscilla (Re-
inhalter) of Braintree, 
formerly of Dorchester. 
Wife of the late John G. 
Greene. Sister of the 
late Margaret Curtis of 
Scituate and Jupiter, 
FL, the late Ambrose 
Reinhalter of Brain-
tree, and the late Lois 
Mahoney of Hanover. 
Also survived by many 
cherished nieces and 
nephews. Remem-
brances may be made to 
the Stephen Matheny 
Scholarship Fund., 20 
Short St., Bridgewater, 
MA 02324.

HOEY, Michael J. 
unexpectedly in Jamai-
ca Plain. Son of Barba-
ra A. (Isberg) Hoey of 
Jamaica Plain and the 
late Francis M. “Bingo” 
Hoey, Sr. Brother of 
Francis M., Jr. of Ja-
maica Plain and his 

former wife Patricia A. 
of Wareham, Ellen A. 
Berry and her husband 
Robert of Rhode Island, 
Christopher M. and 
his wife Lisa of Water-
town, John F. and his 
wife Maura of West 
Roxbury and Patrick E. 
and his wife Josephine 
of Hyde Park. Uncle of 
Ryan, Lindsay, Patrick, 
Christopher, Brendan, 
Liam, Amber and the 
late Kristen. Great-un-
cle of Ellie Rose. Dona-
tions in Michael’s mem-
ory may be made to the 
Gavin Foundation, 675 
East 4th Street, South 
Boston, MA 02127 or at 
gavinfoundation.org

McCOOLE, Mary 
M. (Kelley) of Mash-
pee, formerly of 
Dorchester and Milton. 
Wife of the late Alfred 
E. McCoole. Mother of 
James McCoole, Marie 
M. McCoole and the 
late Anne E. McCoole. 
Mary graduated from 
Emmanuel College and 
was on the faculty of 
St. Elizabeth’s Hospi-
tal School of Nursing. 
Donations in Mary’s 
memory may be made 
to Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute/Jimmy Fund, 
P.O. Box 849168, Bos-
ton, MA 02284.

M c D O N A G H , 
Francis P., 80, of N. 
Falmouth. Husband 
of Linda A. (Lewey) 
McDonagh. Born in 
Dorchester, the son of 
the late Patrick J. and 
Mary P. (McKeon) Mc-
Donagh. Also, survived 
by his brother James 
McDonagh and wife 
Karen of Plymouth, 
his sister Mary Eileen 
Walsh and husband 
George of Orleans; and 
10 nieces and nephews. 
Memorial donations 
may be sent to the St. 
Elizabeth Seton Men’s 
Club, PO Box 861, N. 
Falmouth, MA 02556.

RECENT OBITUARIES

“Caring for your life’s journey...”

Service times and directions at:
www.dolanfuneral.com

 Funerals
 Cremations
 Pre-Arrangements

460 GRANITE AVENUE

MILTON, MA 02186

617~698~6264

1140 WASHINGTON STREET

DORCHESTER, MA 02124

617~298~8011

nEW CALVARY CEMETERY
Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - non Sectarian

Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.
Grave pricing starting at $1,200

Package pricing from $3,700  (includes grave purchase, first 
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation niches 
starting at $1,400 (Includes niche Purchase, First Opening 

& Inscription)
617-296-2339

12 Month no Interest on Grave Purchases, 
Pre need Opening Arrangements

Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.

Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery 

in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at: 

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and  maps available online at:

www.BostonCemetery.org
617-325-6830             info@bcca.comcast.net

15 Broad Street
Boston, MA 02109

617-423-4100

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Chapel available for: Weddings, memorial services, 
and celebratory masses. Indoor Services available for 
winter burials. Greenhouse on premises for fresh flow-
ers. Columbarium for cremated remains. Plant a tree 
program.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

LEGAL nOTICES

LEGAL nOTICES

LEGAL nOTICECOMMOnWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 nEW CHARDOn STREET
BOSTOn, MA 02114

CITATIOn GIVInG nOTICE 
OF PETITIOn FOR 

APPOInTMEnT OF GUARDIAn 
FOR InCAPACITATED PERSOn 

PURSUAnT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket no. SU20P0446GD

in the MAtteR OF: 
AnTOnIA COTTO BAEZ
of DORCHESTER, MA 

RESPONDENT 
Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been filed 
by Boston Medical Center of Boston, MA in 
the above captioned matter alleging that 
Antonia Cotto Baez is in need of a Guard-
ian and requesting that Boston Medical 
Center of Boston, MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as Guardian to serve 
on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that 
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on file with this 
court and may contain a request for certain 
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 04/02/2020. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTAnT nOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice 
of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: March 06, 2020
Published: March 19, 2020

COMMOnWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 nEW CHARDOn STREET
BOSTOn, MA 02114

CITATIOn GIVInG nOTICE 
OF PETITIOn TO 

EXPAnD THE POWERS 
OF A GUARDIAn

Docket no. SU15P2470GD
in the inteReStS OF: 

MiChAeL O’ReiLLY
of DORCHESTER, MA

RESPONDENT 
Incapacitated Person/Protected Person
To the named Respondent and all 

other interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by Casa De Ramana of, in 
the above captioned matter requesting 
that the court: Expand the powers of a 
Guardian.

The petition asks the Court to make 
a determination that the powers of the 
Guardian and /or Conservator should 
be expanded, modified, or limited since 
the time of the appointment. The original 
petition is on file with the court.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. 
on the return date of 04/13/2020. This day 
is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file the written 
appearance if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written appearance 
by the return date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.

IMPORTAnT nOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 

limit or completely take away the above-
named person’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed at 
State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: March 02, 2020
Published: March 19, 2020

COMMOnWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 nEW CHARDOn STREET
BOSTOn, MA 02114

CITATIOn GIVInG nOTICE 
OF PETITIOn FOR 

APPOInTMEnT OF GUARDIAn 
FOR InCAPACITATED PERSOn 

PURSUAnT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket no. SU19P2732GD

in the MAtteR OF: 
KAELYnn KIM

of BOSTOn, MA 
RESPONDENT 

Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all other 

interested persons, a petition has been 
filed by DCF of Boston, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that Kaelynn Kim 
is in need of a Guardian and requesting that 
DCF of Boston, MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as Guardian to serve 
on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that 
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on file with this 
court and may contain a request for certain 
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 04/09/2020. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTAnT nOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 

limit or completely take away the above-
named person’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed at 
State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: March 11, 2020
Published: March 19, 2020

COMMOnWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AnD FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 new Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATIOn On PETITIOn FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATIOn
Docket no. SU20P0417EA

eStAte OF:
LInDA JOHnSOn

DAte OF DeAth: 01/05/2020
To all interested persons: 
A  petition for Formal Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Shawn C. Johnson 
of Randolph, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. The 
Petitioner requests that: Shawn C. Johnson 
of Randolph, MA  be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve on 
the bond in an unsupervised administration.

IMPORTAnT nOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/16/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: March 05, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: March 19, 2020

COMMOnWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
DEPARTMEnT 

SUMMOnS BY PUBLICATIOn
Docket no. SU20W0009WD

SUFFOLK Division
LASHAWnDA n. THORPE

v.
MIGUEL MALDOnADO

To the above-named Defendant: 
A Complaint has been pre-

sented to this Court by the Plaintiff, 
Lashawnda N. Thorpe, seeking a 
Complaint for Custody Support & 
Parenting Time filed on 01/02/2020.

You are required to serve your 
answer upon Plaintiff whose ad-
dress is: 91 Bird Street, Dorchester, 
MA 02125. 

If you fail to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing and adjudi-
cation of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your answer 
in the office of the Register of this 
Court at Boston: (24 New Chardon 
Street, Boston, MA 02114).

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, 
Esquire, First Judge of said Court, 
this 4th day of March of the year 
2020. 

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Published: March 19, 2020

COMMOnWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AnD FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 new Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATIOn On PETITIOn FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATIOn
Docket no. SU20P0482EA

eStAte OF:
AnnE McnAMARA EVAnS

DAte OF DeAth: 11/07/2019
To all interested persons: 
A  petition for Formal Adjudication of Intes-
tacy has been filed by Daniel S. Evans of 
S. Boston, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the Peti-
tion. The Petitioner requests that: Daniel 
S. Evans of Boston, MA  be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTAnT nOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/28/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: March 09, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: March 19, 2020

COMMOnWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 nEW CHARDOn STREET
BOSTOn, MA 02114

CITATIOn GIVInG nOTICE 
OF PETITIOn FOR 

APPOInTMEnT OF GUARDIAn 
FOR InCAPACITATED PERSOn 

PURSUAnT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket no. SU20P0405GD

in the MAtteR OF: 
ROBERTO MERCADO, JR.

of DORCHESTER, MA 
RESPONDENT 

Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all other 

interested persons, a petition has been filed 
by Dept. of Developmental Services of 
Boston, MA in the above captioned matter 
alleging that Roberto Mercado, Jr. is in need 
of a Guardian and requesting that Dept. of 
Developmental Services of Boston, MA (or 
some other suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that 
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on file with this 
court and may contain a request for certain 
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 03/26/2020. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTAnT nOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice 
of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: February 26, 2020
Published: March 19, 2020
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By toM Mulvoy
rEportEr StaFF 

While there remain 
many when, where, how, 
and why questions about 
COVID-19 as it spreads 
across the country, there 
is one sector of society 
that experiences no relief 
day to day no matter the 
crisis at hand: The na-
tion’s funeral directors, 
whose main purpose is 
to clinically direct the 
process from deathbed to 
gravesite for the bodies 
of the country’s dead.

While continuing to 
abide by their traditional 
obligations, the National 
Funeral Directors As-
sociation and its 20,000 
members are also in 
constant contact with 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) as they face the 
possibility of a large-
scale increase in their 
caseloads with the coro-
navirus pandemic at 
hand.

“We have all sorts of 
obligations during this 
crisis,” said Jed Dolan, 
whose family operates 
homes in Lower Mills 
and East Milton. “To our 
staff members and their 
families and, of course, 
to the families we are 
assisting in their time 
of grieving.”

He added that the 
government -dr iven 
guidelines being drawn 
up these days make  
organizing visitations 
and funeral services 

extra-sensitive matters. 
“Families don’t always 
come in numbers that 
suit these times,” Dolan 
said. “But for the most 
part, they understand 
what needs to be done 
and why.” 

Funerals are ongo-
ing, he said, but the 
funeral home ambience 
has changed dramati-
cally. Just the family and 
maybe a few close others 
at the home, and the 
priest and family at the 
church and gravesite. 
Public grieving is taking 
a big hit. 

On Tuesday this week, 
the Globe published 36 
death notices, which 
ordinarily would mean 
information about the 
dates and times of wakes 
and funerals and burials 
of 36 people. But on that 
day, readers were told of 
strictly private services 
this week or memorial 
services later for 34 of 
them. 

Death notices in out-
lets like the Globe are 
news in the most basic 
sense; they sort out the 
comings and goings of 
community residents 
and as such will no 
doubt be one of the key 
indicators of the impact 
of the coronavirus going 
forward.

As to the CDC, Dolan 
said that his firm’s 
homes, like most others, 
follow the common-sense 
advice the agency is de-
livering. “We do the deep 

Funeral directors get new safety precautions as virus looms
cleaning and we watch 
comings and goings,” he 
said, “and we know what 
is called for to keep our 
staff members safe as 
they help families mourn 
their loved ones. In our 
case, we have stopped 
moving our staff between 
the two homes. Those in 
Lower Mills stay there, 
and the others stay in 
Milton. We also have 
scheduled a staff mem-
ber to work from home 

and supervise the cleri-
cal work online.”

According to the CDC, 
at this time there is no 
known risk associated 
with being in the same 
room at a funeral or 
visitation service with 
the body of someone 
who died of confirmed 
or suspected COVID-19; 
however, federal, state 
and local public health 
guidance will continue 
to impact the size of the 

gathering a family is able 
to plan. 

Depending on a fam-
ily’s preferences, their 
loved one can be safely 
embalmed and trans-
ported in bags that have 
been disinfected with the 
appropriate safeguards 
in place for the bags 
and funeral home staff. 
Families still may choose 
either burial or crema-
tion as usual. 

As to what will be 

available if the crisis 
unfolds badly by way of 
funeral home space and 
services availability, not 
to leave out the ques-
tion of expanded real 
estate for gravesites, 
Jed Dolan, like everyone 
else, can only wait to see.

Tom Mulvoy is the 
associated editor of the 
Dorchester Reporter and 
the former managing edi-
tor of the Boston Globe.

By katiE trojano
rEportEr StaFF

One of Dorchester’s key health centers is bracing 
for disruption and testing for the COVID-19 virus 
this week. Michelle Nadow, CEO of DotHouse Health 
on Dorchester Avenue, told the Reporter on Tuesday 
that the facility will continue to see patients and 
provide assistance to people through its food pantry 
while the crisi unfolds.

“Our priority, as always, is to protect our staff and 
patients while continuing to provide high-quality 
health care,” said Nadow. “We have in place new 
screening protocols for everyone that comes through 
the front door so that we can navigate patients to the 
correct areas. We’ll be able to separate and mitigate 
any potential spread and also keep within social 
distancing requirements.” 

The DotHouse food pantry will operate two days 
a week, Nadow said, but will re-route the operation 
to the side of the building so that people don’t have 
to enter the health center. 

“We’ve also paused some of our community pro-
grams, including our tax clinic, swimming pool, gym, 
and teen center. This is also so that we can direct 
our staff to be in the places that they are needed.” 

“Food security is critically important and at this 
time we are still committed to providing that,” said 
Nadow. “We will also use that alternate entrance 
for our Women, Infant & Children (WIC) services.” 

DotHouse also has an urgent care center open to 

both patients and non-patients that provides testing 
for symptomatic patients. 

“Urgent care here provides testing for symptom-
atic patients and those who have been in contact 
with someone who’s tested positive for COVID-19, 
or who’s had occupational or travel related health 
concerns,.” said Nadow.  

DotHealth employees have reached out to patients 
with upcoming previously scheduled primary care 
appointments and determined the best fit on an 
individual basis going forward— offering phone 
and video calls to those with routine appointments.

“We’re currently not providing large scale tests of 
individuals without symptoms,” said Nadow. 

“We’ve thought about this-- what to do if we get 
a rush of people. Fortunately we have a lot of space 
that we could utilize inside. In the past, when we’ve 
had a large number of flu patients, although that’s 
a different situation, we have used our gym and 
our large lobby as multi-purpose rooms for testing.” 

“We are proud to be here for our community-- this 
is when our patients vitally need us,”  said Nadow, 
“We’re trying to be very mindful about who needs 
to come into the building and this means we will 
have a decrease in patient visit numbers, which will 
inevitably result in a loss of revenue, and we have 
to try to plan for that.” 

Watch DotNews.com for updates on health center 
info related to COVID-19. Visit DorchesterHouse.org 
or call 617-288-3230 for DotHouse Health.

DotHouse Health readies for a ‘rush’
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NEW 2020 Ram 1500 Big Horn 
Crew Cab 4x4 

 MSRP...........$46,470
REBATES...........-5,000
CHRYSLER CAPITAL......-500
QUIRK 
DISCOUNT............-7,022
CONQUEST LEASE.................-500
TRUCK OWNER
CONQUEST...........-1,000
ASSOC. OF REALTORS......-500
FIRST RESPONDERS
DISCOUNT............................ .....-500

NEW 2020 
Jeep Wrangler 
Sport JL 
2 Door 4x4
MSRP.......$31,250
QUIRK 
DISCOUNT.....-4,252
FIRST RESPONDERS
DISCOUNT............................ -500

NEW 2020 Jeep Compass Sport  MSRP...........$25,100
REBATE................-2,500 
 CHRYSLER 

FINANCE BONUS................. -750
ASSOC OF REALTORS.......-500

 QUIRK 
 DISCOUNT......-2,602

FIRST RESPONDERS
DISCOUNT............................ -500
SUBPRIME BONUS........-1,750
LEASE CONQUEST.................-500

Quirk Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram Dorchester   (857) 309-7600 40 Hallet St., Dorchester, MA

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 39 MOS.*

NEW 2019 RAM 2500 MEGA CAB 
BIG HORN 6.4L HEMI V8 4WD

   
 MSRP......

$56,680
 REBATES..........-2,000
 COMMERCIAL 
  CONQUEST.............-500
 QUIRK 
 DISCOUNT.........-9,582
 CONQUEST  LEASE.......-500
 FCA CONQUEST........-500

*Lease Loyalty: Must be returning Chrysler lessee. Conquest Lease Assist. available to current lessees of competitive non-Chrysler vehicles. See dealer for details. All lessees: $3995 down, 10K miles/yr. Tax, title, acq., sec. reg & 
doc. additional. Extra charges may apply at lease end. “Promaster Conquest: must own a comparable comm. vehicle ask for details. Approved credit. Finance Bonus requires finance w/ Chrysler Capital. Conquest Bonus avail. to 
Silverado & Sierra owners, no trade required. To qualify for snow plow rebate customers must be a business owner. All transactions must be completed at time of sale. Must finance with dealer. Subject to program change with out 
notice. Sale ends 3/31/20 0% AVAILABLE IN LIEU OF THE REBATE AND SUBJECT TO BANK APPROVAL.

QUIRK SERVICE CENTER

• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS • EARLY BIRD HOURS
• FREE ESTIMATES • STATE INSPECTION

SERVICE HOURS
MON-FRI: 7 A.M. - 6 P.M.       SAT: 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.

SUN: CLOSED

$59.95 FULL-SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
SERVICE UP TO 5 QTS. 
INCLUDES TOP OFF FLUIDS, SET TIRE PRESSURE
& COMPLIMENTARY MULTI-POINT INSPECTION.

 BLUETOOTH - BACK UP CAMERA
PUSH BUTTON START

$15,998
Quirk 
Price

    $129
    $199

NEW 2020 Jeep Cherokee 
  Latitude 4x4
 MSRP.......$30,390
 REBATE................-2,750 CHRYSLER

FINANCE BONUS................. -750
LEASE LOYALTY....................-500
ASSOC OF REALTORS......-500

  QUIRK 
  DISCOUNT........-3,142

FIRST RESPONDERS
DISCOUNT............................ -500
SUBPRIME BONUS........-1,750

PUSH START - AUTO - A/C - BACK UP 
CAMERA - BLUETOOTH - SIRIUS XM

$21,498Quirk 
Price

$42,598Quirk 
Price

NEW 2019 Jeep Renegade Sport 4x4

MSRP..............$25,020
REBATE.................-2,750 
CHRYSLER 
FINANCE BONUS................. -500
LEASE LOYALTY....................-500
ASSOC OF REALTORS.......-500
QUIRK DISCOUNT......-2,025
SUBPRIME BONUS.............-2,250

PUSH START - AUTO - A/C - BACK UP 
CAMERA - BLUETOOTH - SIRIUS XM

$16,498
Quirk 
Price

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995  42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

          $99
      $179

NEW 2020 Dodge Durango STX Plus AWD
MSRP........$38,785
REBATES.........-1,250
FIRST RESPONDERS
DISCOUNT............................ -500
CHRYSLER CAPITAL............-500
ASSOC OF 
 REALTORS.....................-500
LEASE CONQUEST..............-500
QUIRK 
DISCOUNT........-5,287

$29,998Quirk 
Price

NEW 2019 Ram 1500 Classic 
Warlock Quad Cab 4x4
MSRP...........$41,190
REBATES...........-2,750
CHRYSLER CAPITAL..-1,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT......-8,942
CONQUEST LEASE.....-500
ASSOC OF REALTORS.........-500
FIRST RESPONDERS
DISCOUNT............................ -500

Quirk 
Price

$26,998

$26,498
Quirk 
Price

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

$189
$269

NEW 2019 Dodge Charger 
SXT AWD

  MSRP............$39,785

 REBATES................-500
 ASSOC OF 

 REALTORS......................-500

FIRST RESPONDERS
DISCOUNT............................. -500 $29,698

Quirk 
Price

Quirk 
Price

$31,448

 $169
 $269

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN PER MO.
LEASE 42 MOS.*

    $129
    $199

FIRST RESPONDERS
DISCOUNT..........................-500
ASSOC. OF
REALTORS.........................-500

 QUIRK 
 DISCOUNT............-5,087
 CONQUEST LEASE.................-500

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: 36 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN PER MO.
LEASE 36 MOS.*

    $179
    $279

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

   $89
$189

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*


