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Boston’s ‘hew normal’ — masks
when outside, overnight curfew

By State House NEWS SERVICE
AND REPORTER STAFF

Mayor Walsh this week
asked all Bostonians to ob-
serve a nighttime curfew from
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. and to begin
wearing face-coverings when
they leave their homes as he
warned of an imminent surge
in COVID-19 casesin the city.
Boston had recorded 19
deaths— and more than 2,000
known positive cases of the
disease— through Tuesday
afternoon, with “many more”

fatalities expected as the
trajectory of reported cases
continued to climb across the
Commonwealth.

During a press conference
outside Boston City Hall on
Sunday, Walsh at first stood at
a podium against a backdrop
of people wearing masks, and
talked about his plans to wear
one made by City Councillor
Annissa Essaibi-George. He
donned the mask at the end
of his remarks, in which he
confirmed cases had risen 27

percent over the previous 48
hours. On Tuesday, he said
that number had grown higher
still— by 33 percent over a
three-day period.

“That’s what a surge looks
like and we are still at the
beginning of the surge,” the
mayor said. “I'm asking ev-
eryone and anyone to wear a
mask covering their face when
you leave your house,” Walsh
said. “That means shopping,
going for a walk. That means

(Continued on page 14)

“I’'m asking everyone and anyone to wear a mask covering
their face when you leave your house.” - Boston Mayor Martin

Walsh.

John Wilcox/ Mayor’s Office photo

At Phillips,
chocolate,
safety top
the menu

By DANIEL SHEEHAN
REPORTER STAFF

For over half a century,
Phillips Candy House has
been using its renowned con-
fectionery prowess to make
Easter Sunday mornings a
little bit sweeter for families
in Dorchester and across the
Greater Boston region.

This year promises to be
no different, as far as the
candy part of the equation is
concerned, as the Morrissey
Boulevard institution has
taken measures in response
to the pandemic to make sure

(Continued on page 12)

A chocolate bunny created at Phillips Chocolates on Morrissey Boulevard, which is now of-
fering curbside pick-ups and half-priced shipping ahead of the Easter holiday on Sunday.
Photo courtesy Phillips Chocolates

Cedar Grove Gardens sees busy pre-Easter trade;
and ‘no-contact’ sales

owner steps up

deliveries

By DANIEL SHEEHAN
REPORTER STAFF

With spring officially here,
according to the calendar at
least, florists and garden cen-
ters across the country would
ordinarily be gearing up for
their busy season. But with
the advent of the global pan-
demic and the safety restric-
tions that are accompanying
it, flower shops are among the
numerous businesses, large
and small, struggling because
they fall in a “gray area” when
it comes to making the list of
services deemed essential by
government officials.

of business allowed to remain
in operation under current
Massachusetts guidelines.

Some flower shops, includ-
ing ones in California and
Pennsylvania, have been shut
down by local authorities. In
Boston and its neighborhoods,
some florists, like Olympia
Flower Storein the South End,
have also closed their doors.
But Richard O’Mara, owner
of Cedar Grove Gardens in
Dorchester, is, justifiably in
his opinion, keeping his busi-
ness operational.

“I was told by a couple of
local growers from Littleton

Carney
ramps up
admissions

for virus
ER still open to all

BY REPORTER STAFF
AND STATE HoUSE
NEWS SERVICE

Steward Health Care, which
owns Carney Hospital in
Dorchester, continues to pre-
pare for an expected surge in
admissions of COVID-positive
patients at the Dorchester
Avenue facility. On March 17,
Steward announced that the
hospital had begun convert-
ing its inpatient units into a
specialized coronavirus treat-
ment center. The first unit
had 11 beds.

The Carney is currently
expanding its capacity be-
yond that number and, said
Nicholas Puleo, a spokesman
for Steward, it “has tempo-

(Continued on page 14)

DORCHESTER DAY
PARADE— SET FOR
SUNDAY, JUNE 7, — HAS
BEEN CANCELLED.
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SUBMITTED BY THE
Mayor’s OFFICE

Social and physical dis-
tancing remain the pri-
mary strategy to reduce
the spread of COVID-19.
The new measures that
Mayor Walsh has put
into place strengthen
the guidance previously
issued around social
and physical distancing,
which include staying
home as much as pos-
sible and maintaining
a distance of 6 feet or
more from others. These
new measures went into
effect on Mon., April 6,
and will run through
Mon., May 4.

Curfew

On Sun., April 5, the
mayor issued a stern
message to Bostonians,
warning that the surge
in coronavirus cases is
just beginning in Bos-
ton and Massachusetts
and ordering a 9 p.m.
to 6 a.m. curfew for all
non-essential workers
beginning Mon., April

THE REPORTER
From City Hall, guidance to citizens:

Observe curfew, wear face-coverings

6. He also advised that
all senior citizens and
people with health is-
sues should stay inside
for “the next couple of
weeks” and not go out,
even to exercise. He
also told all Bostonians
to wear protective face
coverings effective im-
mediately.
Face-covering

In addition to social
distancing when going
out in public for an es-
sential trip, wearing
face covers will help to
reduce the risk of a per-
son spreading the virus,
especially if they do not
know they are sick. Face
coverings should be worn
anytime someone is out-
side the home, including
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A snapshot look at key upcoming events in and
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Well, all events have been cancelled.

Watch DotNews.com for updates
and follow us on Twitter @DotNews
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PUBLIC HEALTH

We are issuing a public health advisory in the
City of Boston to eperyone except essential

workers to STAY AT HOME from 3 pn. to 6
a.m., starting tomorrow April 6.

For maore information visil
baston.gov,/coronavirus

CITY o«f BOSTON

onwalks or other passive
recreational activities.

Face coverings should
notbe placed on children
under 2 years of age, on
anyone who has trouble
breathing, or is uncon-
scious, incapacitated
or otherwise unable to
remove the cover without
assistance.

Coverings can include
a cloth, scarf, bandana,
etc. that cover a per-
son’s mouth and nose.
Homemade face cover-
ings should be made of
intact, close-weave cloth
and allow comfortable
breathing.

Face coverings should
be frequently washed
using awashingmachine
with detergent and hot
water and dried on a hot
cycle. They can also be
hand washed with soap
and warm water and left
to dry.

It is advised that resi-
dents use aface covering,
as opposed to a medi-
cal-grade face masks,
in order to preserve
protective equipment
for health workers and
those serving on the
front lines in response
to COVID-19.

Staying at Home

The Boston Public
Health Commission has
issued a Public Health
Advisory for everyone in
Boston except essential
workers to stay at home
from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m.
daily. This addresses
unnecessary trips to
businesses, restaurants,
and other locations,
and is intended to en-
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courage people to stay
inside their homes at
night. Residents are en-
couraged to utilize deliv-
ery services as much as
possible after 9 p.m. As
areminder, residents are
encouraged to remain in
their homes as much as
possible throughout the
day and only leave for es-
sential needs, including
tripstothe grocery store,
pharmacy, emergency
meal sites

City parks sports

areas closed

Recreational sports ar-
easin city parks, such as
courts and fields, will be
closed to limit exposure
and contact between
people. As a reminder,
all playgrounds in Bos-
ton have been closed
since March 20, and will
remain closed. Areas for
passive recreation, like
walking andjogging, will
remain open. Additional
signage has been posted
on all recreational sports
areas and outside of
parks that will be closed.

If needed, Boston Po-
lice are empowered to
disperse gatherings and
they can order people to
vacate closed sections of
parks.

For people at high

risk

For people over 65 and
those with underlying
health conditions, the
City of Boston encour-
ages taking extra pre-
cautions. Trips outside
the house should only be
made when absolutely
necessary, for either
food or medications.

dotnews.com
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Those experiencing diffi-
culty with access to food,
please call 311 for assis-
tance. Inaddition, taking
walks or spending time
outside is discouraged
for the next few weeks,
and exercisinginside the
homeisencouraged asan
alternative.

The underlying health
conditions that can put
someone more at risk
are very common and
include asthma, diabe-
tes, heart conditions,
kidney orliver disease or
conditionsthat can cause
a person to be immuno-
compromised, including
cancer treatment and
smoking.

In Boston, more than
11 percent of adults
have asthma, and the
rate is higher in black
(15 percent) and Latino
(12 percent) residents,
as well as in Dorchester
and Roxbury (15 percent
each). One in four Bos-
ton public high school
students have asthma,
according to the Boston
Public Health Commis-
sion.

Limiting contact

Effective Tues., April
7, City Hall will reduce
the days of operation
that it is open to the
public to only Tuesdays
and Fridays from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Public access
to 1010 Massachusetts
Avenue will be limited to
the Boston Public Health
Commission on the 2nd
floor and residents must
be accompanied when
entering the building.
Additionally, everyone

HELP PREVENT SPREADING
INFECTIONS BY:

* Everyone should wear a face covering whenever

= It's important to understand that a face covering
will NOT keep YOU safe from exposure.

* But face coverings WILL help slow the spread of the
virus from infected people to others

For more information visit boston.gov /coronavirus

entering City Hall, in-
cluding employees and
members of the public,
will be required to com-
plete a self-screening for
COVID-19 symptoms,
including elevated tem-
perature. Residents are
required to make ap-
pointments if they need
to visit any of the essen-
tial services offered out of
City Hall, and can learn
more about the status
of city departments and
hours of operation here.

More information

Resources and infor-
mation about COVID-19
are available on boston.
gov/coronavirus. Re-
sources available on
boston.govand through
city departments in-
clude support for rent-
ers and homeowners;
small businesses; free
meals for Boston stu-
dents; free toiletries
for Boston students;
emergency childcare
centers — including 40
centers in Boston — sup-
port for older residents;
information on homeless
shelters; transportation
options for healthcare
workers; resources for
thoseinrecovery or those
who have a substance
use disorder; and mental
health resources.

For additional ques-
tions or programs, please
visit boston.gov/corona-
virus or call 3-1-1, Bos-
ton’s 24-hour constituent
hotline. Text BOSCO-
VID to 99411 to re-
ceive text alerts on a
regular basis, available
in six languages.

In almost every instance, community events have been
postponed or cancelled due to the COVID-19 health
emergency. The Reporter is tracking cancellations and is
noting them here. Watch DotNews.com for updates and
follow @DotNews on Twitter.

Cedar Grove Cemetery grounds open, but offices and
buildings closed to public— Cedar Grove Cemetery is taking
necessary precautions to project the safety of our visitors
and our employees. The Cemetery office and buildings are
closed to the public. The Cemetery office will be closed
on Saturday mornings until further notice. The grounds of
the Cemetery will remain open from 7 a.m. to 6p.m. daily.
Staff will be conducting business by telephone at 617-825-
1360. “Thank you for your understanding. Stay safe and we
will get through this.”

The City of Boston has launched a new, free texting service to
providedailyupdatesandinformationaboutthecoronavirus.
Stay in the know and text BOSCOVID to 99411 to opt-in.
This text service is also available in Spanish, Haitian, French,
Cabo Verdean Creole, and Portuguese.

Text BOSEspanol (for Spanish) to 99411

Text BOSKreyol (for Haitian Kreyol) to 99411

Text BOSFracais (for French) to 99411

Text BOSKriolu (for Cabo Verdean Creole)
t0 99411

e  Text BOSPortugues (for Portuguese) to 99411

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Dot Park Spring Egg Hunt Cancelled— Dorchester Park
Association (DPA) has cancelled next month’s spring egg
hunt at the park to prevent the spread of coronavirus during
the event. As soon as the virus is no longer a threat, the
DPA says it will continue planning for the rest of the season
including the car show which is tentatively scheduled for
September 13. Visitors continue to enjoy walking through
the park during the pandemic by remaining at least six feet
apart and not touching swings, fences, benches, etc. Spring
at the park this year includes blossoming bulbs planted by
schoolchildren and volunteers.

Street cleaning to begin on schedule— Mayor Walsh said
this week that the city’s daytime street cleaning program
will begin as planned on April 1. Check the posted street
sweeping signs on your street for the schedule and parking
restrictions. However, Mayor Walsh has said there will be
no ticketing or towing for street cleaning until the COVID-19
emergency ends. Trash and recycling pickups are also on a
normal schedule.

Dot Chili Cook-off Cancelled — The 14th annual Dorchester
Chili Cook-off — which has been scheduled for Sunday,
March 29 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., at Local 103 IBEW at
256 Freeport St. to benefit Dorchester Day Parade.— has
been postponed. More than 20 entrants representing
restaurants, civic associations, youth groups, and
community organizations, vie for bragging rights to the best
chili in Dorchester. There is live entertainment, games and
prizes. A panel of judges will award prizes in four categories:
Best of Show, Best Non-Beef, Most Creative Dish and Team

Spirit (decorations, costumes, enthusiasm.) The People’s
Choice award earns its winner the golden bean pot and
bragging rights.

Update from Franklin Park Coalition— Franklin Park
Coalition is postponing its April 11 annual meeting and will
post a new date once the situation permits. The annual Kite
and Bike festival scheduled for May 16 is also canceled. At
this writing, Franklin Park and other city parks are open to
the public.

Here is the latest guidance from the city’s parks department:
eTot lots and playgrounds are temporarily closed. Parks
remain open at this time. Maintenance and operational
functions continue uninterrupted.

e Although parks remain open for passive recreation (such
as walking or jogging), park users are advised to follow
“social distancing” guidelines recommended by the Boston
Public Health Commission. Remain at least six feet away
from other people. Wash hands, utilize hand sanitizer, and
cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or your inner elbow.
Limit time in public areas and avoid congregating in groups.
Stay home if you feel sick.

*Please call 617-635-4505 or email parks@boston.gov if you
have questions about Parks permits or events. Visit Boston.
gov/coronavirus for the latest public health information.

SEND UPDATES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM

SEE NEW EVENTS DAILY AT DOTNEWS.COM
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By KaTiE TROJANO
REPORTER STAFF

Asthe calls for Personal
Protective Equipment
(PPE) streamed in from
hospitals and healthcare
workers on the frontline
of the COVID-19 re-
sponse, business owners
in Dorchester’s Asian
and Cape Verdean com-
munity came together
to donate thousands of
materials.

In late March, hear-
ing urgent calls from
healthcare workers in
need of PPE, owners of
nail salons, dry cleaners,
supermarkets, and res-
taurants came throughin
short order with supplies
of masks and gloves to
donate where needed.

State Sen. Nick Collins,
District 3 City Councillor
Frank Baker, and Linda
Champion, an attorney
who works for the state’s
Department of Industrial
Accidents, coordinated
with leaders to facilitate
pickups and drop-offs
to the Carney Hospital,
Mass General Hospital,
Codman Square Health
Center, and other com-
munity health agencies.

“Wereached out to Viet-
namese community lead-
ers and the next morning
they had already pulled
together donations of
about 15,000 masks,” said
Champion. “They stepped
up and gave all of their
supplies, and not one

April 9, 2020
Asian, Cape Verdean businesses hear pleas,
rush to donate PPE to healthcare workers

person asked for anything
in return. That’s a huge
sacrifice. The masks are
one of the tools that these
business owners use to
do their jobs, and if they
had to go back to work
tomorrow, they wouldn’t
have them.”

In keeping with social
distancing practices, Col-
lins and Baker organized
the pickups from busi-
nesses and owners’ front
porches and drove them
to medical centers.

“Sen. Collins and 1
worked together on call-
ing different people who
wanted to donate and we
used my front porch as
a drop-off station,” said
Baker. “From there we
brought them to differ-
ent health centers in our
districts. For me that was
DotHouse, Geiger Gibson
and Neponset Health
Centers.”

Anna Hidalgo pulled
together boxes of thou-
sands of gloves from Cape
Verdean businesses on
Dudley Street and on Dot
Ave, including Nos Cosa
Restaurant and Dudley
Supermarket. Melissa
Huongcalled shop owners
and gathered thousands
of masks from small busi-
ness owners, including
salons and dry clean-
ers. Lam Ngoc Nguyen
donated 5,000 surgical
masks.

Kim Thai, VietAID
board chair and director

of policy at Boston In-
spectional Services, also
connected with Dorches-
ter businesses and city
agencies.

“As we were getting
calls about the need
for masks and gloves,
I contacted some local
businesses — mainly nail
salons, restaurants and
construction workers who
have gloves and masks
as part of their regular
inventory,” Thai said.

“lI reached out to
Jennifer Nguyen, who
owns Banh Mi Ba Le on
Dorchester Ave. and some
other owners,” she added.
“Some of them actually
purchased the masks and
gloves themselves, and
others started soliciting
through their own net-
works.

“Within about two to
four hours we were get-
ting calls from people
who had heard about
this from word of mouth
and wanted to donate.
We made sure to get the
donations to a lot of local
community clinics, and
worked with Councillor
Baker who coordinated
some drop-offs.”

“It was amazing,” said
Councillor Baker. “Just
the way people stepped
up without a question and
donated cases and cases of
gloves and masks.”

Senator Collins stated:
“Thank you to Linda
and all of the small busi-
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nesses who have helped
secure critical PPE in an
extremely challenging
time. The community
hospitalslike Tufts, BMC
and Carney have really
stepped up, as well as
our health centers, where
these heroes are working
on the front lines along
with first responders to
save lives despite the risk
tothemselves. It’sincred-
ible and it shows that
when we come together,
we can take on any chal-
lenge in our community
and be better for it.”

SOUTH BAY

Thang Nguyen, owner of Direct Nail Supply on
Dorchester Ave., donated gloves to Philomin Lap-
tiste, executive director of Bowdoin Street Health
Center.
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Fields Corner bakery, on hiatus,

THE REPORTER

turns to home-delivered loaves

BY DANIEL SHEEHAN
REPORTER STAFF

Since coming to the dif-
ficult decision on March
28 to close indefinitely
the home.stead bakery
& cafe in Fields Corner,
co-owner Elisa Girard
had been searching for
a way to take action.
Eventually, she settled
on a solution that both
came naturally to her as
abaker and seemed uni-
versal enough to bring

people together: bread.

“It was just kind of
a spur-of-the-moment
kind of decision for me,”
she said. “I had been
making sourdough at
home, and had been
wanting an idea to help
our staff and help home.
stead reopen. So ini-
tially, I put some feelers
out on social media and
gotahugeresponse from
the beginning.”

Girard said she has

heard from more than
60 donors in just the last
week alone and estimat-
ed she has baked about
20 loaves of sourdough
so far. She initially set
a fundraising goal of
$1,500, a figure that has
been eclipsed by some
$1,100 as of Tuesday.
And with roughly 40
orders on the waitlist,
Girard planstobebaking
bread for the foreseeable
future.
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“I'm baking out of my
home kitchen, so I only
can deliver two loaves
a day,” she explained,
adding that people were
excited about getting
fresh, warm loaves on
their doorsteps.

Girard has been deliv-
ering loaves via bicycle
—“whenit’snot raining,”
shenoted —accompanied
by her husband, Vivian,
who co-owns the cafe
along with Jack Wu.

dotnews.com

Elisa Girard

The Facebook fundraiser
has an end date of May
30,leaving plenty of time
for Dorchester residents

Ken Rivard photo

to donate and secure a
place on the sourdough
loaf waitlist.

12th Suffolk candidates still need signatures in by April 28

By KaTiE TROJANO
REPORTER STAFF

Nomination papers for this
year’s state elections continue
to circulate with the April 28
deadline for filing less than
three weeks away.

In the 12th Suffolk district,
those hoping to make the ballot
and fill the vacancy left by Dan
Cullinane, who is not seeking
re-election, are required to
collect and file at least 150
signatures from voters who
live in the district.

OnTuesday, DebraO’Malley,
a spokesperson for Secretary of
State William Galvin, said it
would require an act of the
Legislature to change the elec-
tion requirements, including
the signature deadline.

“The speaker and the Senate
president have both indicated
publicly that they are looking
at the issue and whether any
changes are needed,” said
O’Malley. “We have advised

them about related deadlines,
such as deadlines to challenge
a candidate’s nomination pa-
pers, deadlines to fill vacancies
caused by those challenges, and
ballot printing deadlines.”

The primary election is Sept.
1, with the general election
scheduled for Nov. 3.

One candidate for the 12th
Suffolk seat, Cameron Char-
bonnier, a Dorchester resident
and a longtime aide to Mayor
Walsh who currently works
as director of Strategic Initia-
tives in the Mayor’s Office of
Tourism, Sports and Enter-
tainment, says that social dis-
tancinghasmade campaigning
more difficult.

“Gathering signatures while
strictly adhering to social
distancing is a unique chal-
lenge for sure,” he told the
Reporter. “I think most people
are rightly focused on how to
stay safe, healthy, and helpful
to each other at this time and

not focused on politics, myself
included.

“That being said, this time
has made for many valuable
one-on-one connections on the
phone and I've been incredibly
humbled by the good response
I have received from across
the district. Personally, I will
continue to use whatever
time is provided to continue
these conversations and safely
pursue enough signatures to
be on the ballot, by meeting
either the current deadline or
an extended one.”

Brandy Fluker-Oakley, a
Mattapan attorney, told the
Reporter in early March that
she plans to run in the 12th
Suffolk race. “While I'm ex-
tremely confident that I will
obtain the necessary signa-
tures to appear on the ballot
by the April 28 deadline,” she
said, “this is certainly a new
landscape requiring a new way
of campaigning.”

She added: “If we want to
encourage more first-time
candidates to run, including
women and people of color,
the system will also have to be
flexible and adjust to this new
reality, given the limitations
of in-person and door-to-door
contact and other restrictions
being placed on candidates.”

State Rep. Dan Hunt, who is
running for re-election in the
13th Suffolk district, said he
doesnot expect the nomination
deadlines to be extended for
House seats. Most candidates
likely gathered the requisite
150 signatures prior to the
social distancing guidelines, he
suggested, noting that nomina-
tion papershavebeen available
for candidates since Feb. 11.

The papers “are out for 12
weeks and most larger congres-
sional and county seats require
a much higher number of sig-
natures,” said Hunt. “I don’t
necessarily see extending the

due date for House of Represen-
tative seats at this point, but
maybe for larger seats. But, as
always, the situation we’re in
isfluid and things can change.”
Inthelasttwo election cycles,
Mattapan-based attorney
Jovan Lacet mounted unsuc-
cessful campaigns against
Cullinane. He indicated last
yearthatheintended tolaunch
a third challenge against the
incumbent, but has not re-
sponded to Reporter requests
to discuss his plans with Cul-
linane out of the running.
Stephanie Everett, a Mat-
tapan attorney who sought
the 12th Suffolk seat in 2013,
also told the Reporter in early
March that she was consider-
ing another bid for the office.
More information about
the nomination process and
election schedule during this
emergency can be found at sec.
state.ma.us/ele/covid-19.htm.
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By Katie TrR0oJANO
REPORTER STAFF

Loreto O’Connor, di-
rector of the Women In-
fants and Children (WIC)
program at Dorchester’s
Harbor Health Services
Inc., has worked with
WIC programs for 24
years, but the last few
weeks have been an un-
precedented experience
for her.

“I have never seen the
surge in the need for ser-
vices that we have seen
in the last two weeks,”
O’Connor told the Re-
porter on Thursday, not-
ing that it has been “at
least 40 percent.”

Harbor Health Ser-
vices leads a close col-
laboration with other
community health or-
ganizations in provid-
ing WIC benefits. These
include Neponset Health
Center, DotHouse
Health Center, Codman
Square Health Center,
and South Boston Com-
munity Health Center.

“With a grant from
USDA (the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture)
we collaborate really
closely with all of those
health centers. Our WIC
sites are embedded in
each of them,” explained
O’Connor.

She said that all of
Harbor Health’s WIC
staff have been work-
ing remotely during the
crisis. “We're continuing
to see old participants
re-enrolling, as well are
new participants every
day,” she said. “Our staff
is working really hard
to make sure that every
woman and child that
needs help is receiving
WIC benefits during this
time.”

New unemployment
claimsin Massachusetts
and nationally soared
again last week after
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hitting historic levels a
week earlier as the viral
outbreak continues to
wreak havoc in Mas-
sachusetts. A record
181,062 people filed
initial claims during
the week ending March
28, about a 22 percent
increase over the prior
week, according to non-
seasonally adjusted data
the Department of Labor
published on Thursday.

During the week end-
ing March 21, Massa-
chusetts had the third-
largestincreaseininitial
claims among all states,
trailing only Pennsylva-
nia and Ohio, according
to the department.

Many who find them-
selves unemployed and
facing financial hard-
ship are accessing public
benefits like WIC for the
first time.

“It’s kind of a learning
curve,” O’Connor said.
“It’sall very new to them,
but there are resources.
We have an app to help
them while they’re shop-
ping, our WIC shopper
app. It allows them to
scan any item and see
if it’s in their food pre-
scription.” The app also
allows users to access
recipes and view their
benefits, showing exactly
when the benefits start
and end.

O’Connor said she
wanted to clarify a myth
that many first-time
users have asked about
— that all WIC benefits
start at the beginning
of the month. “In our
state at least, it doesn’t
work like that,” she said.
“Benefits start on the day
of the baby’s birthday.”

She said that staff are
providing new waivers
and conducting check-in
appointments over the
phone, providing nutri-
tion education, breast-

feeding support services,
and health food access
information.

“Another thing WIC
does is provide referrals
to other health and hu-
man services agencies,”
said O’Connor. “We work
to provide food access in
as many ways as pos-
sible.”

The Daniel Driscoll
Food Pantry at Nepon-
set Health is open with
extended hours on Tues-
days from 8:30 a.m.-5
p-m, and it’s located
across the street from
the health center at 10
Minot St. The DotHouse
Food Pantry is open
for seniors 8:30a.m.-
10:30a.m. every Tuesday
and8a.m.-10 a.m. every
Wednesday for rest of
community.

She noted that em-
ployees are working to
connect families to SNAP
(food stamp) access,
and health insurance
services. Harbor Health
also has a memorandum
of agreement with Ever-
source, which, O’Connor
said, makes families
eligible for a 25 percent
reduction in their utility
bills.

Employees are work-
ing to connect families
to SNAP (food stamp)
access, and health in-
surance services. Har-
bor Health also has a
memorandum of agree-
ment with Eversource,
which O’Connor said
makes families eligible
for a 25 percent reduc-
tion in their utility bills.
“It’s been noted that
families are choosing
between food and fuel
and it’s heartbreaking,”
she said, “We’ve really
never seen such a need
before.”

She added that there
have definitely been
some challenges as a

At Geiger-Gibson, other centers,
telemedicine brings care to homes

By Katie TroJANO
REPORTER STAFF

Community health
centers across Boston —
including Geiger-Gibson
Neighborhood Health
Center on Columbia
Point—have moved most
oftheir work online or on
the phones.

Kellie Keenan, Geiger-
Gibson’s Practice Man-
ager, said the health
center’s telemedicine
services have become a
critical link for patients
who still need routine
services.

Although the center
doesn’t do COVID-19
testing, physicians are
making referrals to plac-
es where they can be
tested. “We're still able to
triage the patient’s situa-
tion, and still guide them
to places where they can
gettested,” said Keenan.

“We’re not doing any
in-person appointments,
but we'’re still trying to
provide the same level of
care with our telehealth

visits,” she added. “Our
providers are on site and
are rotating at [Dan-
iel Driscoll] Neponset
Health Center as well,
our sister site.”

Employees are mak-
ing sure that patients
with chronic issues are
closely connected with
their providers for regu-
lar monitoring. Keenan
said that many patients
have been relieved that
they canstill receive care
online and not have to
leave home, where they
might be exposed to the
virus.

“Some are nervous
about going out to health
care systems in their
communities,” she not-
ed. “For everybody, the
thought of moving to
online was scary, but
now that we’re getting in
the groove, it’s actually
working well.”

Geiger-Gibson is still
accepting new patients,
still providing women’s
health and mental health

services, and, said Keen-
an, “we are still allowing
access to our on-site
pharmacy. A lot of our
patients might havelived
in Harbor Point forever
while others may have
transportation barriers.
We are meeting people
outside and providing
them with their prescrip-
tions. And we also mail
prescriptions.”

She added: “We want
peopletoknowthat we're
still offering birth con-
trol, IUD insertion, and
we have our OBGYN in
place. Women still need
to have access to these
services.

“And we still have pe-
diatrics open, we're still
doing well-baby visits,
and we’re still helping
people apply for health
insurance,” she said.
“I'm a Dorchester girl,
my whole family goes to
our community health
centers, and it’s impor-
tant that people are still
being supported.”

THE REPORTER
Local centers are seeing a surge in applications for
WIC benefits, food stamps

result of the pandemic.

“There are some chal-
lenges. Lots of people
are stockpiling groceries,
and our participants fol-
low specific guidelines,
the list we provide them
is like a food prescrip-
tion,” said O’Connor,
“There are specific
brands and sizes you
can buy. For example, if
someone has a gallon of
one percent milk on their
list, they can’t choose two
half gallons if there’s no
one gallons. They don’t
have another choice if
those products aren’t on
the shelf.”

O’Connor did say that
there has been some
movement on social me-
dia asking people who
aren’t using WIC ben-
efits to choose other
options that aren’t WIC-
approved. There are also
issues with people stock-
piling infant formula,
she said.

“Companies are mak-
ing more, but people
who can afford to buy
in bulk are stockpiling
it and that’s a real chal-
lenge,” she said. “Our
employees are working
to call different stores
and pharmaciestolocate
infant formula.”

They are also helping
families with budgeting,
recipe ideas, and with
trying tonavigate what’s
happening day-by-day,
O’Connor said.

“If you go to a food
pantry you might not
know what to make with
something like dried
beans, so were trying
to put recipes out there.
At so many levels, we're
trying to help families.
They arereally stressed,
they don’t know what’s
going to happen. None
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AshleyPrettyman, a prevention specialist at Harbor
Health, prepares a bag of food for distribution to
clients at the Food Pantry at the Daniel Driscoll-
Neponset Health Center. The pantry, which is lo-
cated across the street from the health center at 10
Minot St., is open for seniors on Tuesdays from 8:30
a.m. to 10 a.m. and for the rest of the community on
Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. Elsewhere, The
Dot House Food Pantry on Dot. Ave north of Fields
Corner is open for seniors on Tuesdays from 8:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and to the rest of the community
on Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Photo courtesy Harbor Health

of us really do,” she said.

O’Connor added that
Harbor Health will be
issuing benefits for three
months out during the
publichealth emergency,
and will continue for as
long as it goes on. She
said that her staff isn’t
letting the public health
emergency stop their
work, even if working
from home presents
some challenges.

“We’ve been trying
to do Zoom and confer-
ence calls —WIC ap-
pointments require an
intake specialist and a
nutritionist, so our staff
is divided up into teams”
she said. “It’s not always
easy, but our WIC staff
is so dedicated. They’re
going above and beyond
tryingto get toeverybody
who has applied so that
they can have benefits.
It means so much.”

Her concern looking

forward, past the state of
emergency, is that many
families will struggle to
pull themselves out of
debt and will still require
assistance.

“Right now, we’re
working in the moment,
but we're going to need
to support these fami-
lies for a lot longer,”
O’Connor said. “We'll
need to have federal
funding. Nutrition ser-
vice in particular, will
need to be funded fully.”

“When it’s over fami-
lies won’t be back on their
feet right away. People
might be able to get jobs,
but they also might need
to dig themselves out of
debt. We might want
to consider looking at
the past six months of
earnings when assessing
eligibility if possible.”

A State House News
Service report was used
in compiling this article.
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At left, Dorchester Art Project leadership s
nan a.k.a. Two Thangs mixes pop culture influences to interpret a time of crisis. At right: Dorchester artist Latrell James (bottom
right) joined a quartet of musicians for a virtual performance on Instagram. Below: DAP tenant Jo Nanajian displays one of her
handmade masks.

BY DANIEL SHEEHAN
Arrts & FeaTURES EDITOR

Dorchester’s music
artists are among the
countless people left
grasping for straws in
the wake of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, with
many facing months of
cancelled gigs and lost
income. But a pair of
private and publicinitia-

THE REPORTER

Hard-hit by cancelled gigs, artists

are seeing some help from funders

e . o

tives aimed at providing
artistreliefarelooking to
at least partially offset
those losses.

The city of Boston has
temporarily transformed
its Opportunity Fund
into the “Boston Artist
Relief Fund,” which is
awarding grants of $500
and $1,000 to artists
“who live in Boston and

NOW OFFERING

BEER AND [.L4l]
PRETZELS

TO GO and for DELIVERY

For details and to order:

harpoonbrewery.com | (617) 456-2322

WE ARE PROUD TO BE EMPLOYEE OWNED

Adams Street
Codman Square
Fields Corner
Lower Mills
Uphams Corner
Grove Hall

Mattapan Branch

Coming Up at the Boston Public Library
690 Adams Street ® 617- 436-6900

690 Washington Street ¢ 617-436-8214
1520 Dorchester Avenue ® 617-436-2155 a{‘
27 Richmond Street 617-298-7841‘;&52‘ "

500 Columbia Road ¢ 617-265-0139 *-

41 Geneva Avenue ® 617-427-3337

1350 Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan ® 617-298-9218
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Boston Public Library
COVID-19 UPDATE
The Boston Public Li-
brary issued this guid-
ance on March 16, 2020.
At this point, there are
few people who have not
been impacted in some
way by the COVID-19
virus. Here at the Boston
Public Library, we are
doing everything in our
power tocontinue tobring
you important services.
All locations closed
As of 6 p.m. Monday,
March 16, all BPL loca-
tions are closed until
further notice. All on-
line services will remain
available.
All events cancelled

As apreventative mea-
sure to minimize the
spread of COVID-19, all
Boston Public Library
programs and events
have been cancelled.
Thisincludes all events —
classes, programs, and
workshops—at all of our
branches.

Asalways, we are close-
ly following the directives
of the City of Boston and
the Boston Public Health
Commission.

Don’t worry about

due dates

The BPL has waived
all library fines through
May 1.

In addition, all books
will be automatically

taying sa
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fe with protective masks. Center: A recent piece by DAP tenant Matthew Bren-

whose creative practices
and incomes are being
adversely impacted by
COVID-19.”

Artists can apply to
recoup financial losses
due to canceled events,
for reimbursement for
travel expenses, to offset
loss of income for teach-
ing artists, or to replace
supplemental income

»

l: BEER. LOVE LR}
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* S8 x

HOPPY FLORAL CRISP
INDIA PALE ALE

BOSTON, MA WINDSOR, VT
EST. 1986

L

renewed for an addi-
tional 15 weeks, and any
library cards that were
to expire in March and
April have had their ex-
piration dates extended
to October.
Online resources
We are also able to pro-
vide you with additional
options from books to skill
training online at bpl.org.
We invite you to ex-
plore our extensive of-
ferings, including the
ability to stream and
download the diverse con-
tent available through
applications like Kanopy
and Hoopla, or to learn
new skills with lynda.
com. Wecan alsohelpyou
with personalized read-
ing recommendations
through Shelf-Service.
If you don’t have a li-
brary card yet or your ac-
count has expired, learn
how to get an eCard.
And if you have re-
search questions, the
team at ask@bpl.org is
also here to help.
Keep each other safe
We all have a role to
play in protecting our
communities and miti-
gating the spread of coro-
navirus. Please also vis-
it boston.gov and bphc.
orgforthelatest updates.

from part-time service
industry jobs that have
beenlostduetothecrisis.

The Record Co., a
Newmarket Square-
based community mu-
sic workspace that is
currently in the middle
of a multimillion dol-
lar transformation, has
started the Boston Music
Maker COVID-19 Fund.
Community Manager
Maria Bartolotta told
the Reporter that even
though The Record Co.is
currently closed, leader-
ship wanted to address
the “urgent need” in the
music community they
will be serving in the
near future.

“We'vebeen soindepth
in the fundraising game
trying to make our fa-
cility a reality for a few
years that we redirected
our fundraising efforts,”
explained Bartolotta.
“Thefacilityis still going
to happen, but we put
a quick pause on fund-
raising to get funders
to donate directly to our
music makers.”

Asoflast Tuesday, The
Record Co. had raised
more than $60,000 and
approved and funded
over 300 applications.
Bartolotta emphasized
that while the relief
funds they grant won’t
completely offset lost
expenses, limiting the
grant money will allow
them to reach more art-
ists.

“Two hundred dollars
is the maximum we can
give out, and almost
every application is for
more — thousands, even
in one case upwards of
$10,000. ... Wemade the
tough decision to help a
lot of people a little bit.”

However, that $200
maximum grantis avail-
able to any Boston music
artist with proof of a
cancelled performance.
“The application process
is really quick, really
easy,” said Bartolotta.
“All people have to do is
attach a screenshot or a
link or an email of a gig
that got canceled, and
have an address inside
the Greater Boston area,
and they’ll get approved
and get a maximum of
$200 through Paypal.

“People put so much
work into their art, into
preparing for events and
a lot of time doing the
entrepreneurial aspect,

lining things up for
months and months in
advance; to see all those
plans, and all that hard
work disappear has just
been really tough.”

One local artist who
has felt the acute impact
of COVID-19 is MC and
Dorchester native Red
Shaydez. She told the
Reporter that her day
job, which she works
at from home, has been
largely unaffected. But
as for her artistic liveli-
hood, she has already
seen “a minimum of
six shows” cancelled
in March, April, and
May, a loss represent-
ing thousands of dollars
in income. While she
successfully applied for
The Record Co’s relief
fund, that grant will only
offset a fraction of the
canceled gigs.

“Since last December
I had been booked un-
til May, and now I'm
not booked at all,” said
Shaydez. “I'mjust trying
to figure out where to go
from here financially.”

She said that a project
she had been working on
tied to her forthcoming
album was dependent
on money from those
canceled shows. Fornow,
that project is in limbo.

Another Dorchester
artist who is hurting is
the rapper, producer,
and filmmaker CIliff
Notez. He was excited
when he found out in
February that he had
been invited to perform
at Boston Calling. But
the festival was can-
celled last week, with
Notez’s dream of sharing
a stage with some of his
favorite artists yet to be
realized.

Notez celebrated the
release of his latest
album at Dorchester
Art Project (DAP), a
now closed community-
run nonprofit venue
and workspace based
in Fields Corner that in
recent weeks has been
forced tohatch a survival
plan.

Gallery director Emma
Leavitt said for the past
week DAP leadership,
along with its parent
organization, Brain Arts,
had been weighing next
steps. Eventually, they
settled on a crowdsourc-
ing effort aimed at help-
ing the organization’s
most vulnerable and

closely impacted staff
and artists.

“We decided the best
way to help is to make
surewe survive this,” she
explained, “The Covid-19
Relief Fundraiser was
created for that purpose;
justtotry tofill the gaps,
and to try to make us
whole again once this is
all over. All the money
is going to part-time
keyholder staff, rent-
als we had to cancel. ...
The ultimate goal of the
fundraiser is to pay the
rent of vulnerable DAP
tenants so they can con-
tinue renting the studio
space.”

So far, the fundraiser
has reached over 50
percent of its roughly
$16,000 goal. “It’s been
really encouraging so
far,” said Leavitt. People
really care about DAP,
and they want it to keep
it going.”

In terms of the art-
ists themselves, Leavitt
noted their creative tal-
ents are needed more
now than ever.

“It’s a total transfor-
mational shift in all of
our lives, so I think art-
ists are going to need to
help us process every-
thing.”

Creative output
prompted by the crisis
is already emerging on
social media platforms:
Jo Nanajian, a DAP
tenant, had been mak-
ing face masks adorned
with jewels and other
ornaments for months
before the crisis started.
Now, she’s adapting her
designs to make masks
for health care workers.

Elsewhere, performing
artists have taken to
virtual platforms. The
Dorchester rapper/pro-
ducer Latrell James took
to Instagram with a host
of other musicians for a
“live” version of his song
“Grateful,” which they
performed remotely from
their apartments. In the
song, James touts the
importance of gratitude,
reminding us that “it’s a
whole blessing to wake
up in general.”
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dation, which works to advance the values of inclusion, kindness, justice, and peace
by investing in community programs that broaden horizons for young people and
encourage them to celebrate diversity and engage in positive civic action. The foun-
dation’s support for community journalism at this challenging time will help make it
possible to continue bringing to you stories like the ones on this page and throughout
the Reporter. You can learn more about the work and mission of the foundation at
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From drive-by visits to ‘grab-and-go’ meals,
BGCD keeps their mission alive

By DANIEL SHEEHAN
REPORTER STAFF

The Boys and Girls
Clubs of Dorchester
closed its doors last
month, but the institu-
tion is making sure its
important community
outreach work is continu-
ing— both virtually and
through the odd social
distancing-compliant
visit.

Deirdre Habershaw,
an Ashmontresident and
parent of a two-year-old
who attends daycare at
Boys and Girls Club of
Dorchester, said daycare
staff paid her family a
“drive-by visit” on Mon-
day morning.

“All the daycare teach-
erscoordinated acaravan
today to go by the houses
of daycare children,” ex-
plained Habershaw, who
said the staff visited at
least 30locations all over

Dorchester, South Bos-
ton, Milton, and Quincy.

“They sent out a no-
tice last night that they
were doing this, so my
kids made up signs and
went out to see them as
they came by,” she said.
“There were probably at
least a dozen cars with
teachers and staff who
had made up signs as
well.”

Habershaw said her
ten and seven-year-
olds, who had also gone
through the daycare
program, were happy to
see the staff, while her
two-year-old didn’t quite
know what tomake of the
unorthodox visit.

“He was mostly con-
fused. When they left,
he said ‘They’re all gone!’
I think he thought they
were coming over.”

The caravan is just the
latest way that the Boys

Dorchester’s Jack McCar-
thy, 19, graduated from boot
camp at Ft. Benning, Georgia
on March 27. His parents —
Anne and Neil McCarthy—
were not able to attend the
ceremony due to the health
emergency, but report that
Jack was awarded the Army
Achievement Award, earned
5 byscoringthe highest possible
score— 300— on the physical
= fitness test. Private McCarthy
will be statloned at Fort Drum in New York. He is
a graduate of St. John Paul IT Catholic Academy in
Neponset (having first attended St. Brendan until
6th grade) and Catholic Memorial High School.
McCarthy has played for Dorchester Baseball, St.
Ann’s CYO basketball, Dorchester Youth Hockey
and ADSL, where he was trained by Jeff Buckley.

Photo courtesy McCarthy family

and Girls Club has tried
tostay connected with the
community during times
of social distancing. In
recent weeks, the orga-
nization has developed
a full schedule of virtual
programming, regularly
posting videos of BGCD
staffteaching classes and
leading activities--such
as sports, dance, art, mu-
sic, science, baking and
yoga--on their YouTube
channel.

According to Haber-
shaw, a group of BGCD
staff have started film-
ing their own version
of The Masked Singer,
a popular singing com-
petition game show. In
the BGCD format, staff
members submit video
clips of themselves sing-
ing while wearing digital
disguises, while the kids
vote to decide who moves
on to the next round.

“The Boys and Girls
Club has been doing
so much to try to keep
people engaged,” said
Habershaw. “They start-
ed doing the Masked
Singer, and the kids are
so excited--they want to
know who is who and
who’s getting voted off.

“With the staff mem-
bers, it’s so impressive
because a lot of them
are, like, kids in their
twenties who are just
home themselves try-
ing to scrape together
something interesting.
They also did a cool little

video where they spliced
everyone together and
made avideo along tothe
Golden Girls theme song.
They’ve been doing alot.”

Mary Kinsella, Vice
President of Education
at BGCD, said she was
proud of how the or-
ganization has been
adjusting on the fly as
the COVID-19 crisis has
progressed.“A lot of the
things we're doing are
somewhat natural to us,
but then there are also
things that are out of
our realm,” she said. “So,
we’re learning a lot. As |
like to say, we’re flying
this plane as we build it.”
Kinsella said Monday’s
early educationinitiative
of checkingin onkids was
meant to help maintain
some sense of normalcy
for the club’s youngest
members.

“Especially for the
little ones, we want all
the kids to know that
everything’s going to be
ok,” she said. “For some
of the younger ones, be-
cause of their cognitive
development, physically
seeing their teachers
is important...some of
our teaching staff have
been taking turns going
in [to the club] to video
themselves and ensure
children, you know, tell-
ing them, ‘Hi! See, our
books are all still here,
they’re be here when you
come back.” Just letting
them know that they’re

Members of the Habershaw household gathered
outside their home to say hello to teachers from
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester who drove
by in a caravan on Monday.

Photo courtesy Deirdre Habershaw

not in the buildings, but
they’re in their thoughts
and hearts and make
sure they’re feeling con-
nected.”

Making efforts to rep-
licate that routine is
important, said Kinsella,
especially for kids with
special needs.

“Every family is at
risk because stress is
high, people are losing
their jobs...anything we
can do to help support
families and establish
some sense of routine
or schedule, we’ve been
doing that. For children
with special needs, for
whom this is very dif-
ficult because routine
and structure are so im-
portant totheir everyday
function, the stresslevels
are even higher for those
families.”

In addition to program-
ming, BGCD is also
working to “fill in the
gaps” by addressing food
insecurity and helping
families —particularly
those for whom Englishis
not theirfirstlanguage —

to navigate unemploy-
ment and stimulus relief
packages.

On Friday nights,
BGCD has been offer-
ing grab and go dinners
with “weekend grocery
bags” to help families get
through the weekend.
And Kinsella said local
businesses are pitch-
ing in. South Boston’s
Coppersmith donated
pizzas one Friday night,
and in the coming weeks
families will receive
vouchers for ice cream
at Chill on Park and Ice
Creamsmith.

“Dorchester’s so richly
diverse that we serve
families who are moder-
ate to high income, as
well as families who are
really struggling, so it’s
beeninterestingto see all
these families try to come
together and help each
other out,” said Kinsella.
“During these times we
see leadership bubble
up, and I've seen a lot of
that in the staff. I'm re-
ally proud of everything
they’ve done.”

Advertising Mellin’s
Food

In the last decades

of the 19th century,

the Doliber-Goodale Co.

his advertisements. The
top illustration is an
1894 pitch for Mellin’s
Food with an illustra-
tion of Marian Louise
Bowker of Neponset. The
ad on the bottom right
includes a photograph
of James Robert Clair,
of 64 Richfield Street,
Dorchester. The bottle
is at the Dorchester
Historical Society. The
society owns an April
1888 advertising card
carrying this testimo-
nial: “My little one only
two months old, was a
mere skeleton. We put
him on Mellin’s Food,
and it is wonderful to
see what a change it has
wrought.”
Goodalelivedat10Car-
ruth Streetin Dorchester
fromthe timeit wasbuilt
in 1888 until about 1920.
He and Thomas Doliber
worked for Theodore

Thomas T. Goodale of

chose local children for
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“ e are riived by

Melllns

MARIAN LOUISE DOWHRER,
NEPONBET, Mans.

Food

CHILDREN everywhere are our
best advertisement:
sound bodies, straight limbs, bright
eyes, plump cheeks and fresh radi-
ant faces,
types of happy, healthy childhood.

-with their

they are the highest

OUR BOOK FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF MOTHERS
SENT /R// ON APPLICATION.
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When you write, please mention

Metcalf of Boston whose
company marketed Mel-
lin’s Infant Food. Doliber
and Goodale took over
the business circa 1880,
and ran it out of 40-43
Central Wharf on the
Boston waterfront.

The following is ex-
cerpted from “Goods
for Sale: Products and
Advertising in the Mas-
sachusetts Industrial
Age,” by Chaim M.
Rosenberg (2007).

“With the beginning
of the scientific age, the

DOLIBER-GOODALE CO,, BOSTON, MASS,

“The Cosmopalitan.*

search for a good alter-
native to mother’s milk
gathered speed. The
German scientist Justus
von Liebig is credited
with being the first, in
1867, to offer for sale an
“ideal” infant food. His
formula was a blend
of cow’s milk, wheat
flour, and malt flour,
mixed with bicarbonate
of potash. Gustav Mel-
lin in England modified
Liebig’s formula. Pre-
pared infant food was a
boon to working mothers

who left their nursing
children in the hands
of grandparents during
the day.

“Mellin’s Food for the
Infantbecame popularin
the United States. It was
marketed by Theodore

Metcalf of Boston at the
cost of sixty-five cents
a container. Around
1880, the agency for
Mellin’s was taken over
by Thomas Doliber and
Thomas T. Goodale,.
Its motto was “ora et

labora” (pray and labor).
The company adver-
tised Mellin’s Food as
“the only perfect substi-
tute for Mother’s milk.”
Made from dried malt
extract, Mellin’s Food
claimed to give the baby
“strength and vitality”
while preventing colic
and constipation. Later,
the market for Mellin’s
Food was expanded to
include the elderly, in-
valids, and dyspeptics.”
The archive of these
historical posts can be
viewed on the blog at
dorchesterhistoricalso-
ciety.org. The Dorchester
Historical Society’s his-
toric houses are open on
different dates. The Le-
muel Clap House (1712
and remodeled 1765) at
199 Boston Street is open
on the third Saturday of
each month. The James
Blake House, 735 Co-
lumbia Road (1661) and
the William Clap House,
195 Boston Street (1806)
are open on the third
Sunday of each month.
Open hours are 11 a.m.
to4 p.m.
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__ Editorial
Watching for

disparities in
neighborhoods

A report published by the City of Boston’s Public
Health Commission last Friday offered an early
glimpse into the distribution of COVID-19 cases
by neighborhood, and to that point, Dorchester and
Mattapan were shown to be above the citywide
average of 18 cases per 10,000 Bostonians.

Two Dorchester zip codes— 02124 and 02122 —
recorded 175 positive cases through April 2 out of
a citywide total of 1,232. That represented a rate
of 21.6 cases per 10,000 residents. Zip codes 02121
and 02125 had a slightly lower rate, but were still
higher than the citywide average, at 20.4/10,000.

The total number of COVID-19 positive cases
in all of Dorchester as of last Thursday at 1 p.m.
was 306, according to the BPHC. At the time, that
represented about 24 percent of Boston’s share of
cases to date. Dorchester has 126,146 residents—
or about 18 percent of the city’s total population,
according to the Boston Planning and Development
Agency’s most recent analysis of census figures.

Mattapan had 72 reported cases through April
2, according to the city agency— a rate of 24.3 per
10,000. Mattapanishometo 26,170 residents by the
city’s latest estimate while Hyde Park led the city
in terms of case rate at 30.4 per 10,000 residents.

By Monday, the city had seen 19 deaths and
2,035 confirmed cases, including 203 people who
are classified now as “recovered.” We can expect to
seeupdated weekly reports generated by the Health
Commission. It’s helpful to have a data-driven
understanding of what’s happening week to week.

Still, as Adam Gaffin at Universal Hub wrote,
the report “does not attempt to explain the neigh-
borhood numbers with respect to whether they are
actually due to higher numbers of infected people or
whether they are due to the neighborhoods having
more people who, especially in the early days of the
outbreak, were more likely to be recommended for
one of the then scarce test kits.”

City officials are now focused on identifying po-
tential “clusters” in specific buildings. Thankfully,
they have not seen, to date, anything like the dev-
astating cluster that has claimed a staggering 21
lives and counting at the Holyoke Soldiers’ Home.

Initial news reports from hard-hit “hot-spots”
like Chicago and Louisiana are already tracking a
disproportionately high death rate among people
of color. Is that happening in Boston, too? Today’s
answer is: We just don’t know yet. Data gleaned
from local hospitals and compiled by the city is —
so far— too incomplete to give us a clear picture.

City Councillor Andrea Campbell, whose District
4 includes parts of Dorchester and Mattapan, told
the Reporter that “what keeps me up at night,
frankly, is thinking about the impact of the after-
math that we’re going to have.

“Populations in these neighborhoods are dealing
with economic inequality and health disparities,
and they will suffer even more during a health
crisis like this pandemic,” Campbell said.

Marty Martinez, Mayor Walsh’s very capable
Health and Human Services chief, said on Tues-
day that the city hopes to get a fuller picture of
demographics in the coming days. That will be
very helpful.

As the crisis unfolds, we need to be mindful of ex-
isting disparities and their real-time consequences
amid this still-unfolding crisis.

—Bill Forry

The Reporter
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‘In the midst of the darkness ...

there is Easter light’

Following is the homily that Rev. Jack Ahern,
pastor of St. Gregory’s Parish, has written for Holy
Week and Easter:

“Overthe past few weeks manyimages ofhope and
healing have flooded Facebook, You Tube and the
varying news services. One of the more startling and
powerful images was that of Pope Francis standing
alone in the midst of a barren St. Peter’s Square
in Rome at dusk with the rain steadily falling. He
spoke to the world on the crisis that envelops us:

“‘Thick darkness has gathered over our squares,
our streets, and our cities; it has taken over our
lives, filling everything with a deafening silence
and a distressing void that stops everything as
it passes by. We feel it in the air, we notice in
people’s gestures, their glances give them away.
We find ourselves afraid and lost.’

“‘We find ourselves afraid and lost,” Francis said,
insisting that for Christians, the present moment
is time to choose between ‘what matters and what
passes away, a time to separate what is necessary
from what is not.””

“The heart of Francis’s argument was that the
disciples, too, felt fear, and the antidotelies in Christ
and the promise of the resurrection that Easter
celebrates. This is a trying time for us all — yet with
Christ there walking with us, there is healing and
hope; courage and confidence; newness of life.

“In the midst of this coronavirus pandemic, there
are an abundance of stories where good people have
brought a spark of Easter light to this difficult
time. Physicians, nurses and other medical staff are
on the front lines in the war against COVID-19 and
are stressed to the max, but they continue to provide
critical care. I also think of those who work in our
hospitals in environmental service, transportation,
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food services, and more.
They are truly giving their
all in the most unsettling
of situations.

“I am also struck by the
goodness of first-respond-
ers, teachers teaching
virtually, store clerks,
delivery service and farm
workers, sanitation col-
lectors, journalists, and more. To them all, take
care of yourselves.

“Sparks of Easter light are also visible in the
generosity of the Lower Mills Tavern and other
restaurants bringing free meals to area hospitals;
the Easter light is able to be seen in the goodness of
the Feeney Brothers, the Kraft Family, and Annissa
Essaibi George and friends from the Stitch House
Dorchester who provided much needed masks.

“The Easter light clearly shines, and I'm always
moved by the sight of children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren holding signs of love and af-
fection outside Standish Village to loved ones who
for the time being cannot have visitors. For the
moment we are kinder to one another, making sure
our family is well and that our neighbors are OK.

“In the midst of the darkness that hovers over us,
there is Easter light.

“As we quietly celebrate Easter 2020, may we re-
member that God — who possesses alove we cannot
begin to fathom — refuses to let death be the victor
or have the final word. Jesus has been raised from
the dead and he walks with us, offering us healing
and hope, courage and confidence, newness of life.

“To you and your loved ones may you have a
blessed Easter Season.”

Rev. Jack Ahern

How did it come to this? Let’s start
with Trump’s disdain for scientists

By LAWRENCE S. DiCARrA
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

“Your government failed you.” I am haunted by
these words that were uttered before a Congressio-
nal committee shortly after Sept. 11, 2001, by my
old Boston Latin School debating partner, Richard
Clarke, a well-known national security specialist.
Has our government failed us once again? Is there
a pattern that can be seen throughout history?

Many years ago, I read a lengthy book that sug-
gested a number of reasons why the great nations of
the last 500 years had ceased to be great — military
overreach, aninability to manufacture anything, the
need to borrow from foreign nations, the overarching
power of religion, especially of an evangelical nature,
and an ignorance of science, among others.

I am convinced that the failure of the current
president of the United States to respect or accept
science is one of the reasons for our current crisis. In
atimeofnational danger, he listens toideologueslike
Stephen Miller, his White House political adviser. His
failure earlier this year to follow the guidance of
medical experts such at Dr. Anthony Fauci may be
one of the costliest political miscalculations of the
21st Century. I am reminded of the words from that
old song by Simon + Garfunkel, The Boxer — “A man
hears whathe wantstohear and disregardstherest.”

Through the years, presidents often appointed
scientific advisers. MIT-trained Vannevar Bush
served that role during World War II for Presidents
Roosevelt and Truman. George Kistiakowsky, a
Harvard chemistry professor, advised Dwight Eisen-
hower. Jerome Wiesner, later president of MIT, did
the same for President Kennedy. Many others have
served with distinction. The current presidential
scientific adviser is a meteorologist.

Most believe the current president shows a total
lack of interest in receiving advice from scientists,
whetheritbe concerning climate change orinfectious
diseases, or from experts in general. His economic
advisor is a television celebrity, not a respected
economist. Is that one of the reasons for our failure
as a nation to plan and aggressively address this
significant public health crisis? Our elected officials
find it easier to be present-oriented, and that’s pri-
marily because of our electoral cycle. It is far easier
to gloat about the TV ratings of press briefings or the
success of the stock market than to plan long term.

The facts are clear:

¢ Politico hasreported that a 69-page White House
memorandum — “Playbook for Early Response to
High-Consequence Emerging Infectious Disease
Threats and Biological Incidents” — prepared by
the National Security Council following the Ebola
epidemic in 2014-2015 was completely ignored by
this White House.

¢ The Department of Homeland Security stopped

updating its annual modeling of the havoc that a
pandemic would cause the nation, according to cur-
rent and former Department of Homeland Security
officials. A former official was quoted in Politico as say-
ing, “There’s no institutional memory whatsoever.”

¢ OnMay 7,2018, Dr. Luciana Borio, White House
director for Medical and Bio Defense Preparedness,
stated: “The threat of pandemic flu is our #1 health
security concern. We know that it cannot be stopped
at the border.” The next day, Donald Trump fired
her and closed down her unit which had been part
of the National Security Council.

According to the New York Times, the facts were:
“A pandemic flu that began in China was spread by
international tourists and was deemed a pandemic47
days after the first outbreak. By then, in the scenario,
110 million Americans were expected to become ill.”

In fact, weeks after the first coronavirus case was
diagnosed in the United States, the Trump Adminis-
tration submitted a 2021 budget proposal calling for
a $693.3 million reduction in funding for the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. Furthermore,
Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats, who
was fired by Trump in 2019, warned of the danger
of a pandemic to an unprepared nation last year in
his worldwide threat assessment.

¢ Writing in the New York Times on March 15,
2020, David Leonhardtlisted a number of comments
from the president misleading the American people,
beginning with his statements on January 22: “We
have it totally under control...it is going to be just
fine.” A month later, on Feb. 28, Trump said “It’s
going to disappear. One day, it is like a miracle. It
will disappear.”

Somehow or other, our government can pay for
space shuttles and drones that kill people in foreign
countries, but not for medical research or public
health initiatives. We are becoming a nation governed
by fear, not facts.

The problems on the state and local levels are,
in some cases, equally significant, given that many
elected officials are focused upon the next elec-
tion. Those issues are small in comparison to the
national unwillingness to admit that a crisis was
imminent when the virus emerged in China, as
well as the failure to mount an aggressive national
response early on.

In asituation such as we are facing, different forms
of government operate differently. In amonarchy, the
king might be forced to abdicate; in a parliamentary
system, there would be a vote of no confidence; in the
United States of America, there will be an election
in November.

I recently read a memoir of World War I written
by a German officer. He reminded us: “In war you
learn lessons...but the tuition fees are high.”

May our nation learn many lessons from this war.
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Fast-moving crisis, fast-moving changes,
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and a plate full of what we’re still facing

By BiL WaLczAk
SpPECIAL To THE REPORTER
In last week’s column, I
questioned the continuing
lack of tests, asked why we're
not told to wear masks, and

mentioned that we know
little about the impact of the
pandemic on the state budget.
The rapidly growing pandemic
is producing rapid decisions
and rapid changes, and I'm
pleased to report that we've
been asked to wear masks in
public, that we apparently will
soon have a quick test avail-
able, and that there has been
some work done on the impact
on the state budget.

To continue the discussion:
While riding my bike around
the neighborhood on Monday,
I found that, at least in the
Savin Hill area, about half
of the people I passed were
wearing masks, and also that
Ifelt uncomfortable wearing a
medical mask. Not uncomfort-
able in a physical sense, just
in a sense that I was either
telling people Iwas sick or that
I thought they were.

Whatever it takes, our pan-
demic will be mitigated when
we get to the point where all
people are wearing masks in
public.

On the testing front, people
ask why people without symp-
toms should be tested. When
HIV/AIDS hit in the 1980s,
initially there wasno certainty
as to how you could get it, and
who might be positive for the
virus. To find out, the govern-
ment got medical establish-

Thank you,

ments to give blood serum
left over from blood tests to
anonymously test populations
todetermine the prevalence of
the disease.

I remember that at the Cod-
man Square Health Center,
our prevalence rate among
patients at the time was .05
percent, meaning that about
one in 2,000 patients had HIV
butdidn’tknowit. These types
of studiesled towhat are called
“universal precautions,” i.e.,
treat everyone as if they carry
the disease but don’t know it.
We currently donot know what
percentage of people in Boston,
our commonwealth, or the
country carry the coronavirus
and do not know it, though we
know it has to be high since a
high percentage of those test-
ing positive for the coronavirus
are asymptomatic, meaning
they don’t have symptoms.

We won’t be able to put a lid
on this pandemicuntil we have
near universal testing (with
far lower “false negatives”
than we see currently) that
gives results within minutes.
When everyone knows his or
her virus status, we will be
able to prevent those with the
virus, even those who do not
have symptoms, from infecting
others. If we had done this in
February, we would have had
a fighting chance to severely
limit the spread of the virus.

Partners In Health is going
to trace the spread of the virus
in Massachusetts (detective
work to determine whom the
infected personinteracted with
and then quarantine them),
but if we only test people with
symptoms, we won’t be able to

Dorchester.

Carney Hospital and its staff are
Incredibly grateful for the support
we continue to receive from the

Dorchester community.

Carney
Hospital

A STEWARD FAMILY HOSPITAL

stop this virus from spreading
in any major way.

Lastly, we now have infor-
mation on the impact of the
pandemic on the state and
national budgets, and it isn’t
pretty. Tufts University’s

Tisch College did an analysis
that indicated the common-

Happy Easter
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wealth will have a shortfall of
$500-$750 million from April to
June in this fiscal year, which
ends June 30. The problem
with this is that such a deficit
has to be eliminated by June
30 by law, and $500 million
over a quarter is a $2 billion
annual budget cut.

Some of the money to make
up thisloss may come from the
federal government, and we do
have a rainy day fund, largely

Page 9

thanks to former Speaker Tom
Finneran. However, the Tisch
report (and other analyses)
also says that in fiscal year
2021, which begins on July 1,
the likely deficit will be $1.3-
$2.25 billion — if the economy
starts improving in July and
begins a positive track in Janu-
ary. State House leadership
began a process this week to
figure out what to do, so brace
yourself.

State Senator

\
. b
\

to yours!

In this trying time it is important that we keep
our faith, and continue to support each other.
For information, resources, and assistance
during this state of emergency, visit my
website at NickCollinsMA.us/Covid-19-Update
or call my office at 617-722-1150

carneyhospital.org
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Thanks to Krafts and team plane, 1.2M masks landed at Logan

MicHAEL P. NorTON
StaTe HOUSE
NEW SERVICE

The New England Pa-
triots team plane trans-
ported 1.2 million N95
masks from Shenzhen,
China to Boston’s Logan
Airport last Thursday,
capping offaremarkable
weeks-long quest to ac-
quire the highly coveted
masks that began with
efforts from Gov. Charlie
Baker.

“Intoday’s world, those
ofus who are fortunate to
make a difference have
asignificant responsibil-
ity to do so with all the
assets we have available
to us,” Patriots owner
Robert Kraft told the
Wall Street Journal.

The mission aboard
the Boeing 767, which
showed the lengths to
which people are tak-
ing to acquire personal
protective equipment
to fight the coronavirus,
involved stopsin Alaska,
an avionics upgrade
made in Wilmington,
Ohio, and a strictly-
regulated and timed
cargo loading process
in China. The successful
delivery of personal pro-
tective equipment came
after an order of 3 mil-
lion masks from Bds got
confiscated in the port
of New York. Instead of
trying traditional chan-
nels again, Baker found
a partner in the Krafts

e, o, e —m———

More than a million medical masks were unloaded from the Patriots’ Boeing 767 at Logan Airport on Thursday, the fruits of a
complex, back-channel humanitarian mission. Jim Davis/Boston Globe/Pool

our front-line workers.
Huge thanks to the
Krafts and several dedi-
cated partners for mak-

to some serious team-
work, Massachusetts
is set to receive over 1
million N95 masks for

State Department and
the governor of Alaska
along the way.

“No days off. Thanks

to help transport masks
directly from China,
getting help from the
Chinese embassy, the

ing this happen,” Gov.
Bakertweeted Thursday
morning.

We will return neighborhood notables to this space when events are rescheduled.

The Team at Mattapan Community Health Center is committed

to keeping our patients, community and staff
safe and healthy during these most challenging times.

We Care for the Whole You

Primary Care - Telehealth Visits
Behavioral Health — Telehealth Visits
Dental — Emergency Visits

Please call 617-296-0061 before coming to the health center
or if you have any questions.

We remain open with reduced hours:
Monday- Thursday 9:00am — 6:00pm
Friday 8:30am — 5:00pm
Saturday Closed

It is during these challenging times that we come together.

MATTAPAN COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
1575 Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan, MA 02126
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WE'RE HERE FOR YOU.

City of Boston Credit Union has been here for our
members since 1915. Today we continue to be a
trusted financial partner providing safe and secure
financial services.

Visit CityofBostonCU.com to learn more about how

City of Boston Credit Union can help you and your family. \\\\
N

N
A

City of Boston Credit Union is open for membership if you live, work or

attend school in any community of Suffolk, Norfolk or Middlesex County. C I T Y O F
CityOfBostonCU.com | 617.635.4545 B 0 S T 0 N

- Federally insured by NCUA ’ &
BWSIE [reua] ™" g Pay CREDIT UNION
THE POLISH TRIANGLE,

WHEN YOU’RE FRANKLIN PARK TO
ON YOUR OWN’ PORT NORFOLK...
WE ARE THERE WEVEGOT

WITH YOU. | ERE
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Chris Lazama, manager of the Lower
Mills Apartments, with a copy of
last week’s Reporter, which was
delivered to the building’s residents.

Photo courtesy Dave Mareira
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At Codman Square Health Center,
we are committed to keeping
our patients, community, and staff
safe and healthy.

We are converting our scheduled
in-person visits to visits by phone,
screening everyone who enters our
health center, and reducing our hours.

Our Urgent Care department
remains open /7 days a week
with reduced hours:
Monday — Friday: 9 am — 7 pm
Saturday: 9 am — 3 pm
Sunday: 9 am —1pm

Call 617-822-8271 with any questions.

oy

Codman Square Health Center

637 Washington Street, Dorchester, MA 02124 | 617-822-8271 | codman.org

HARBOR HEALTH

ELDER SERVICE PLAN

Veeontidentlysindepe Y

LEARN MORE about the PACE program,
an exceptional alternative to a nursing home.
Offering personalized healthcare and
all-inclusive services to aging individuals
to keep them independent and at home.

~ Visit ElderServicePlan.Org ~

® | 1135 Morton Street, Mattapan
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At Phillips, chocolate,
safety top the menu

(Continued from page 1)
their treasured choco-
late treats make their
way to loyal customers
safely.

Owner Joe Sammar-
tino said adjusting to
the crisishasbeen “chal-
lenging,” but that the
companyis doingitsbest
to keep orders moving.

“The team there is
working away, and we've
done afewthings...we've
beefed up our online staff
so we can take care of
orders that way, we're
doing curbside pickup,
and we've instituted all
the other things every-
one else does: keeping
patrons and customers
away from each other,

and also from staff, in
addition to the sanitiz-
ing we do on a constant
basis. We're trying to
do our part, and we're
trying to get folks their
chocolate.”

Closing down the inte-
rior of the shop on Mor-
rissey Boulevard has
compelled him to partly
reduce his staff, includ-
ing “a few of the older
workers who said they
wanted to stay home,
which we understood,”
said Sammartino.

But as far as making
its homemade choco-
late goes, the health
crisis has thankfully
done little to disrupt
the Phillips production

OUR GARDEN
CENTER IS OPEN!
%5. DELIVERIES
MON-FRI 9-5 SAT 10-3
CoErae Camonve CrainENs

Eompaitic Foosman s s damrs

G17-8215-8582

WILDER

process or supply chain:
“We always have a fair
amount of raw materi-
als,” said Sammartino,
so chocolate-making is
proceeding “as normal.”

Online orders can be
placed at phillipschoco-
late.com and delivered
right to your door at a
reduced price thanks
to a new 50 percent off
delivery fee promotion,
said Sammartino. “Obvi-
ouslyit’snotasmuch|as
usual], but fortunately
the online and curbside
pickup has helped us be
able to continue on,” he
said.

Phillips currently has
plenty of seasonal prod-
ucts in stock, including
chocolaterabbits, Easter
eggs filled with fudge,
butter cream, and coco-
nut, and an assortment
of Easter baskets.

“We ramped up pro-
duction a lot prior to
this, so we’re in pretty
good shape,” said Sam-
martino.

Phillips chocolates are
available for curbside
pickup by calling (800)
722-0905.

FOR THE
LATEST UPDATES
LOG ON TO
DOTNEWS.COM

STRATEGIES

When my clients need to tell their story,

we turn to the Dorchester Reporter. As we

navigate the Covid-19 crisis, let's support

local journalism in our community that

brings us together.

Matt Wilder | Principal

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS - PUBLIC AFFAIRS - CAMPAIGNS
WWW.WILDERSTRATEGIES.COM
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By CHris LisINsKI
StaTeE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

Massachusetts officials
have launched a large-
scale contact tracing
program with the help of
a nonprofit health orga-
nization, aiming by the
end of April to have about
1,000 people investigat-
ing and recording every
instance of potential coro-
navirus transmission at
atime when cases across
the state are expected
to soar into the tens of
thousands.

Public health experts
at the state and local
level are already work-
ing to track who might
have been exposed to
patients with COVID-19,
but doing so with current
resources is growing
more difficult as new
cases grow daily at an
accelerating rate.

The new Community
Tracing Collaborative
developed with the group
Partners in Health will
provide a “much more
robust, targeted ap-
proach”tobend the curve
downward and limit
new cases of the highly
infectious disease, Gov.
Charlie Baker said as
he announced the effort
Friday.

“What we’re doing here
today is the beginning of
abreaking of new ground
in the fight against CO-
VID-19,” Baker said
during a Friday press
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conference. “Massachu-
setts will be the only state
in the country putting
together this kind of pro-
gramming. There’snona-
tionwide tracking that’s
currently being done,
and we anticipate that
we need to get out ahead
of this and do everything
we possibly can here in
Massachusetts to deal
with COVID-19 through
and in the aftermath of
the surge.”

Staff at a call center
will reach out to as many
coronavirus patients in
Massachusetts as possi-
ble, both to connect them
with health resources
and to acquire contact
information for every-
one with whom patients
recently interacted.

The team of close to
1,000 tracers will then
attempt to reach to pa-
tients’ contacts to inform
them of the possible ex-
posure and offerisolation
resources, which public
health officials say can
help limit further spread.

Dr. Joia Mukherjee,
PIH’s chief medical offi-
cer, said knowledge about
who those infected may
have contacted is crucial
to slowing the spread
of the highly infectious
disease.

“Social distancing mea-
sures that the governor
hasled are an important
first step in slowing
transmission, but with-
out knowing our own

status, without being
able to specifically protect
our loved ones, we are all
living in the dark,” she
said. “Weknow that there
is significant anxiety
in this darkness. Many
people say, ‘Well, we’re
staying at home anyway,
so what’s the difference?’
It is an enormous differ-
ence if you know that
you have been in contact
with someone who has
COVID-19.”

Partners in Health,
which has experience
responding to the 2014
to 2016 Ebola outbreak
in west Africa and the
2010 cholera outbreak in
Haiti, will provide staff
and expertise for the col-
laborative. It will also be
responsible for hiring the
team oftracers across the
state, many of whom are

THE REPORTER
Partners in Health is leading state’s ‘contact tracing’

already on board.

Accenture and Sales-
force, both private compa-
nies, will also contribute
logistical and technical
support to the effort,
while the center will be
led by the Baker admin-
istration’s coronavirus
command center that
Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Marylou
Sudders is running.

Researchers say that
strong contact tracing
practices cannot fully
prevent the spread of
infectious diseases, but it
can decrease the amount
of time between some-
one becoming infected
and isolating themselves
and therefore can lessen
transmission risks.

Dr. Paul Farmer, one of
PIH’s founders, referred
to the organization’s ex-

perience fighting Ebola
as a foil for the state’s
urgent response.
“There, the steps that
Gov. Baker and his ad-
ministration are propos-
ing were not taken in
time. There were not
the resources necessary
to flatten any curves,
and so in at least three
countries, the health care
delivery system was flat-
tened itself. This is one
of the things we wish to
avoid here,” Farmer said.
“We've seen what it’s like
whenithappens, and this
time around, we’re going
to see what it’s like when
the full montyis applied.”
The rapid growth in
confirmed cases over is
due partially toincreased
testing capacity. With
about 20 outside facilities
supplementing the state

Organizers withdraw permit
for Dot Day Parade

By BiLL Forry
EbiTor

The Dorchester Day
Parade Committee has
cancelled the 2020 pa-
rade and parade-related
events due to the corona-
virus crisis.

Kelly Walsh, president
of the Dorchester Day
Parade Committee, an-
nounced the decision in
a posting on the group’s
Facebook page on April 7.

“Duetothecoronavirus

pandemic, the Dorches-
ter Day Parade Com-
mittee decided to cancel
thisyear’s ChiefMarshal
Banquet and Dorchester
Day Parade that was
scheduled for June 7,
2020. It is never an easy
decision to cancel an
event, but we feel thjis
is the best and safest
decision for us to protect
the health and safety of
our committee members,
participants and neigh-

bors.”

“We hope that you and
your family stay healthy
and safe and we hope
that we will be able to
see you all again soon to
celebrate our wonderful
community.”

Walsh added: “I have
notified the Mayor and
the Mayor’s Office of
Special Events that the
Dorchester Day Parade
Committee is withdraw-
ingtheir permitrequest.”
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effort

public health laboratory,
Massachusetts is now
testing close to 5,000 pa-
tients per day. By the time
the tracing collaborative
is fully operational, the
state could already be in
the midst of peak hospi-
talizations.

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P0532EA
ESTATE OF:
DARNELLE WYVETTE GROSSETT
DATE OF DEATH: 03/22/2017

To all interested persons:
A petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by Tandra
Sanders of Brockton, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as requested in the
Petition. The Petitioner requests that: Tandra
Sanders of Brockton, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the bond in an
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must file
a written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 04/16/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a written appearance
and objectionif you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely written appearance
and objection followed by an Affidavit of
Objections within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be taken without
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration
Under The Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code (MUPC)
APersonal Representative appointed under
the MUPC inan unsupervised administration
is not required to file an inventory or annual
accounts with the Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding
the administration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the Court
inany matter relating to the estate, including
the distribution of assets and expenses of

administration.
Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: March 19, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Published: April 9, 2020

BPDA Income Restricted Homeownership Opportunity

50 Symphony Road, Boston, MA 02115

3 Income Restricted Units

#of # of Price Maximum Income Limit
Units bedrooms in Area Median Income (AMI)
1 1 $186,400 80% AMI
1 2 $221,900 80% AMI
1 2 $288,700 between 80% and 100% AMI

Maximum Income per Household Size (2019 limits, provided by BPDA)

Household Size 80% AMI 100% AMI
1 $63,500 $79,350
2 $72,550 $90,650
3 $81,600 $102,000
4 $90,650 $113,300
5 $97,950 $122,400
6 $105,200 $131,450

Applications are available online or by email from 4/13/20-4/26/2020

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to cancel the in-person application
distribution period. To request an application online, please visit: bit.ly/50symphony

If you cannot complete the application online (recommended), please call us at 617-306-4540 to request that we mail you one

and to ask for any guidance you might need to complete the application.

When you call, you will be asked for your full name, complete mailing address, and phone number. This is a City and HUD

requirement.

For more information please visit: www.thehenrylottery.com or contact us via email at thehenrylottery@nemoves.com

DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than Friday, May 1° 2020
Mailed to: The Henry Lottery c/o Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 399 Boylston Street, 2" Floor Boston, MA 02116

Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom.

For more information, language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities please call 617-306-

Selection by lottery.
Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply.
Preference for Boston Residents.

Preference for First-Time Homebuyers

4540 or email thehenrylottery@nemoves.com

ERUAL HOLSING m

QFFORTUNITY

Looking for school options?

is accepting applications for fall 2020

ONLINE through April 30!

isolation.

at metcoinc.org.

SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE CAMERA »

METCO is a school integration
program that enrolls Boston
students from grades K-10 in
participating suburban public
schools to reduce racial

Learn more and apply

Your child can get a great
education, make lifelong

[ &)
interracial friendships, and
prepare for a global economy! ﬁ

ORVISIT

metcoinc.org/apply

QUESTIONS? CALL 617-427-1545
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Boston’s ‘new normal’

(Continued from page 1)
working on a construc-
tion site or at work. Any
essential workers, we're
asking you to do the
same. Anything outside
your home.”

Scarfs, bandanas, or
any type of cloth may be
used for a mask, Walsh
said, and people should
make sure they are able
to breathe comfortably
while wearing masks.
The city is providing
them to its employees
who must work outside
theirhomes, he said, and
helping othersto acquire
them.

“We can all help slow
the spread by covering
our faces,” he said. “It’s
importanttounderstand
that covering does not
protect you from infec-
tion. Physical distanc-
ing is still one hundred
percent necessary.

“You need to keep
at least six feet away
from other people even
when you are wearing
a face covering, but face
coverings will help slow
the spread of the virus.
That’s because up to
about 25 percent of the
people who are infected
are not showing symp-
toms right now. Many
are still out and about
because they don’t feel
sick.”

In its new guidance,
the CDC says, “We now
know from recent stud-
ies that a significant
portion of individuals
with coronavirus lack
symptoms (‘asymptom-
atic’) and that eventhose
who eventually develop
symptoms (‘pre-symp-
tomatic’) can transmit
the virus to others before
showing symptoms. This
meansthatthe viruscan
spread between people
interacting in close prox-
imity — for example,
speaking, coughing, or

THE REPORTER
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The Boston Conventlon & Exhibition Center is being re-purposed for use as a 1,000-bed field hospital
that should be ready by Thursday, April 9. Mayor Walsh said that the facility w111 house “six acute care
suites, a physical therapy suite, 52 nursing stations, 48 bathroom facilities, 500 of these beds will be
dedicated to patients struggling or homeless and the remaining 500 will be for other patients.”

Mayor’s Office photo by John Wilcox

sneezing — even ifthose
people are not exhibiting
symptoms.”

In an update on Tues-
day, Walsh told residents
that —like many of
them — he finds wearing
aface-covering awkward
at times. But, he added,
it’s what has to be done
to lower the risk of com-
munity spread.

“'m having a hard
time myselfwithit,” said
Walsh, who told people to
“use common sense and
think about where you’re
going. “If 'm walking
down the street, when
I pass my neighbors, I'll
put it on. When I come
into City Hall and I'm
walking around, outside
of my office, I have it on.
If I'm sitting outside on
my porch with no one
else around, I'll take a
break. Butthe maskisin
my pocket all the time,”
he said.

Underscoring the grim
nature of Boston’s prepa-
rations, Walsh added
that the city is prepared
towork with its hospitals
to expand the capacity of
their morgues. The city
will expedite any per-

to the
virus.

NOTICE

The Dorchester Historical
Society’s historic houses
are closed at this time due
COVID-19 corona

We will announce when the
houses will be once again
open to the public.

For now our programs have
been suspended.

William Clapp House, 195 Boston Street
Lemuel Clap House, 199 Boston Street
James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org

mits needed to increase
mortuary space, he said.
In New York City and
elsewhere, officials have
established temporary
morgues and have used
refrigerated trucks to
temporarily store the
dead.

“The next few weeks
are going to be a test of
our health care capac-
ity like never before.
We'’re going to see cases
continue to climb,” the
mayor said on Tuesday
afternoon. “And unfor-
tunately, we’re going to
see a lot more loss of life.
We expect hospitals will
need to add their capac-
ity to their morgues.”

Walsh said that any
operations associated
with expanding morgue
capacity “will not be vis-
ible to the public. These
facilities are an unset-
tling reminder of how
serious this emergency
is. It underscores the
urgent work we must
continue to do to support
and expand our medical
capacity.”

The nighttime cur-
few— which Walsh has
said is recommended,

but won’t be enforced
by police at this stage—
kicked into effect on
Monday night. It applies
to all but essential work-
ers, he said, noting that
city streets have been
“quiet,” and— when
asked by a reporter—
adding that arrests in
the city of Boston have
gone down “21 percent
since the pandemic”
began.

But, hesaid: “Ifanyone
is in a situation where
they do not feel safe at
home: Call 911. Boston
Police are here to help
you.”

Of the city’s three
branches of public safety
response— Police, Fire,
and EMS— Walsh said
that less than 2 percent
have tested positive for
the coronavirus.

ABoston PublicHealth
Commission analysis of
available data through
April 2 showed that
certain neighborhoods
in the city— including
Dorchester and Mat-
tapan— were shown to
have a slightly higher
rate of positive, known
cases in Boston. Over-

all, as of that date, the
average rate of positive
cases citywide was 18.2
per 10,000 residents. In
Dorchester, that rate
was about 20 percent.
East Boston and Hyde
Park were two other
neighborhoods with
higher than average
caseloads.

On Tuesday, Mar-
ty Martinez, the city’s
Health and Human Ser-
vices chief, responded
to a question from the
Reporter about whether
the city is tracking more
granular demographic
information— including
race and ethnicity— that
can tell the public more
about the distribution
of cases within the city.

Martinez said that
only about 50 percent of
reported cases from hos-
pitals and other sources
included information
about a patient’s race
or ethnicity, which pre-
vents a full picture about
whether certain groups
have been impacted
at different rates than

others.
But, he noted: “What
wedoknowisthathealth

dotnews.com

masks When out31de, overnight curfew

disparities exist. The
mayor has asked us to
make sure we are look-
ing at that data to see
where we need to target
our messaging.”

The 1,000-bed coro-
navirus field hospital
planned for the Boston
Convention and Exhibi-
tion Center in the city’s
Seaport district will be
ready to open as soon as
Thursday, Walsh said.

“When it opens later
this week, the BCEC
medical center will have
1,000 total beds, 6 acute
care suites, a physical
therapy suite, 52 nurs-
ing stations, [and] 48
bathroom facilities; 500
ofthesebeds will be dedi-
cated to patients strug-
gling or homeless and
the remaining 500 will
be for other patients,”
the mayor said.

The first patients at
the BCEC will likely be
homeless Bostonians
who test positive for CO-
VID-19, he said. There
are roughly 200 cases
of COVID-19 among the
city’s homeless popula-
tion, according to Mar-
tinez. Walsh added that
the 250 beds planned
for specialized care for
homeless individuals at
the Newton Pavilion, a
former Boston Medical
Center hospital building
the state now owns, will
beready by this weekend
or early next week.

[ X N ]

All events scheduled
forthe 50th anniversary
Boston Pride Parade
and Festival scheduled
for June will be pushed
back one year to prevent
coronavirus transmis-
sion risks, organizers
announced Tuesday.
Boston Pride and city
officials agreed on anew
date of June 12, 2021 for
the parade and festival.

Carney ramps up admissions for virus

(Continued from page 1)
rarily suspended in-
patient admission for
non-COVID-positive/
non-[Patient Under In-
vestigation] patients.
This will best position us
to care for people suffer-
ing from — or suspected
of having — coronavirus
as the number of those
impacted begins to surge
in the Commonwealth.”

Carney will transfer
thoserequiring inpatient
admission to another
Steward Health Care
facility, Puleo said, add-
ing that the emergency
department remains
open to “all in need of
emergency care.”

The Seton Building
next to Carney, which
houses doctors who typi-
cally see patients in
their offices, remains
open, and appointments
“will continue at the
discretion of providersin
consultation with their
patients,” Puleo said.

The Carney was the
first hospital to desig-
nate itself as a coronavi-
rus facility in the nation
last month, according to

Steward. This weekend,
the health care system
also began transform-
ing Morton Hospital in
Tauntoninto a dedicated
care center for patients
who test positive for the
virus.

The changes associ-
ated with the “proven
isolation strategy,” ac-
cording to Steward, in-
clude better care and
recovery chances for CO-
VID-19 patients, reduced
mortality rates, and
better capacity for other
Steward hospitals to care
for patients undergoing
treatments for health
conditions unrelated to
the virus.

Dr. Joseph Weinstein,
chief medical officer for
Steward Health Care,
said that traditional
models of care are inef-
fective at addressing
the surge in virus cases,
citing “lessons from Italy
and China” while noting
that significantly lower
infection and mortality
rates were achieved in
places like Germany
and South Korea, where
hospitals clustered CO-

VID-19 patients in iso-
lated locations, thus
lessening the chance of
infection for other pa-
tients and staff.”

Steward operates 35
hospitals in 9 states and
serves more than 6 mil-
lion patients annually.

The company also re-
ported on Sunday that it
had launched a program
“months ago” to acquire
and stockpile specialty
ventilators and personal
protective equipment to
treat COVID-19 patients
as part of preparations
for the arrival of the
virus. Once the com-
ing surge declines, the
company plans to move
unused equipment to its
other hospitals as those
facilities deal with an
influx of patients.

The claims about pre-
paredness conflict with
assertions from the Mas-
sachusetts Nurses Asso-
ciation, which represents
more than 2,750 nurses
and health care workers
in eight Steward-owned
hospitals in Massachu-
setts. On Friday, the
nurses union alleged

that Steward isinconsis-
tently providing protec-
tive equipment like N95
masks and gowns and
that nurses “are forced
to reuse soiled masks
for days.

“Ifthe stockpile exists,
there is a disconnect
because the supplies are
not generally accessible
to staff when needed,”
the union said.

In a statement re-
leased by the nurses
association on Friday,
Carney Hospital nurse
Peg Conlon said, “Yes-
terday there were not
enough N95 masks avail-
able in the ICU, in the
special COVID-19 units,
or anywhere in the hos-
pital. What we do see is
a dangerous rationing of
PPE at Carney, which
is a guarantee for more
spread, and of a loss of
staff as more of us be-
come sick.”

Inadequate access
to personal protective
equipment has been a
worldwide problem, put-
ting health care workers
at risk and aiding in the
spread of the virus.
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What was going on along your street
in 1882 or 19187 Check out Atlascope

THE REPORTER
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Atlascope, anew, interactive S
map tool created by staffat the
Leventhal Map and Education
Center at the Boston Public
Library, offers historians and
history buffs an easy way to ex-
amine historic Boston through
a lens that allows for detailed
scrutiny.

The digital program, which
creators designed to be simi-
lar to modern resources like
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Often, snapshots simulta-
neously show us scenes that
have changed and remained
the same. In the map accom-
panying this story of Columbia
Point in 1889, we can see the
calf pasture pumping station,
which was the city’s first sew-
erage system, and also as it
still stands today. Just below
it, gas tanks owned by the Bay
State Gas Co. appear where
UMass Boston campus build-
ings stand today.

Google Maps, was compiled
from a collection of dozens of
atlas volumes dating from a
period between the Civil War
and the first World War. These
“super detailed” atlases offer
a reference for what Boston
looked like in those times,
said Garrett Nelson, Cura-
tor of Maps and Director of
Geographic Scholarship at the
Leventhal Center.

“These urban atlases had
two purposes: The main one
was for the real estate indus-
try; they didn’t have Zillow or
anything like that back then.
The other was for rating fire
insurance. Companies needed
to know what different build-
ings were made out of, how
close they were to each other,
and how great arisk there was
ofthem burning...sothelevel of
detail on here is pretty incred-
ible. It shows the material, the
number of floors, where they
had windows and skylights.
That’s what makes them so
complicated and interesting
to explore.”

The daunting process of
digitizing the physical at-
lases involved photographing
each page, virtually stitching

In other cases, we can see
instances of history repeating
itself. In 1898, the current
site of Carney Hospital on
Dorchester Ave. was the site
of a Convalescent Home for
City Hospital, which housed
a sizable tuberculosis ward,
according to Garrett. Fast
forward a century to the on-
going pandemic, and Carney
is now the city’s designated
COVID-19hospital,beingused
to isolate those suffering from
a new viral outbreak.

Compared to the old method
ofleafing through disorganized
physical atlases, Atlascope’s
one-stop online database is a
breeze. It’s already being used
in K-12 and university educa-
tion and being promoted for
walking tours and neighbor-
hood explorations of historic
sites. In self-isolation, it pres-
ents an opportunity to explore
your neighborhood as it was
100 years ago, and its mobil-
ity allows residents to step
outside for a breath of fresh
air and compare their block
to that of atlases past.

“This has made it so much
easier to get at it, compare it;
you don’t have to come and

them together, and using geo-
referencing — matching points
on historic maps to points that
still exist in real life — to warp
the map into reality.

The result is an immersive,
user-friendly resource that

allows people to take any ad-
dress or property in the city
and delve through its history,
comparing scenes from mul-
tiple atlases dating from the
late 19th century, early 20th
century, and present day.

“Our main goals were to
make it really simple and easy
to browse through, and also
make it so that you could use
it on a cell phone, and use the
phone’s GPS to find where you
are,” explained Nelson.

In a neighborhood rich in
history like Dorchester, the
Atlascope tool allows the cu-
rious to trace the evolution of
certain blocks and see where
and when historical events
took place.

browse atalibrary,” said Gar-
rett. “It opens up whole new
way of seeing city and think-
ing about historicmaps...and
shows us that the places we
live in today have this really
striking historic legacy.”

DORCHESTER
NEPONSET PRESCHOOL
NEW TODDLER ROOM - $70/day

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC. [JP3HEssesrsdat

(617) 282-3469
Carpentry, Roofing, Painting Steinbach’s Service

My, Gutters, Masonry Station Inc. 7:30-5:30
Licensed Decks & Porches COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE Preschool - $50/day
& Insured Windows & Doors 321 Adams St., Dorchester 02122 281A Neponset Avenue Dorchester

Lic. #291031
www.neponsetpreschool.com  617-265-2665

Corner of Gibson Street
State Inspection Center

617825 0592

. Plumbing

617-288-2680 617-288-2681

Flynn Roofing Co.

A | a7 NN « Heating
H.o_cﬂz_‘:::EMAo-s INC.. Air g:scllggnmg
ASPHALT SHINGLES | RUBBER ROOFS

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE Commercial | Residential | Licensed | Fully Insured | MA Reg #134410

Water Heaters + General Repairs * Gas & Oil Heatin
it : " & 6174793431

Installation & Repairs « Gas Flttlng & Appliance OrricE Hours
FREE ESTIMA

WILLIAM LEE, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Installations + Bath & Kitchen * Remodeling
- Senior Discounts By APPOINTMENT
EveNiNG HOURs AVAILABLE

617-282-4300

AUTO BODY REPAIRS

383 NEPONSET AVE.
DORCHESTER, MA 02122

DRIVEWAYS
MATHIAS ASPHALT PAVING

Commercial * Residential * Industrial
Bonded e Fully Insured

FLYNNROOFING.COM

VINH'S TV

1409 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, MA 02122
(617)-282-7189

We repair: Televisions (all models)
Computers (Laptops, Desktops)

Games Consoles: PS3-PS4 & Xbox
(special PS4 HDMI port replace, same day service.)
DVD transfer from video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape)
Open M-F 10am-6pm
Saturday 10am-5pm. Closed Sunday.

Transfer video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD
Mass Master License #9963 27 Years service in town

Master Lic. #12430 1146 Dorchester Avenue

(617) 825-1760
(617) 825-2594
FAX (617) 825-7937

Fitzpatrick Brothers

Free Pick-Up & Delivery Service 2. 33

Driveways * Parking Lots
Roadways ¢ Athletic Courts

Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372

BOSTON

150 Centre Street
Dorchester, MA 02124
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¢ After Governor Bak-
er signed a bill on Friday
allowing restaurants to
sell beer and wine along
with take-out orders,
Lower Mills Tavern
jumped at the opportu-
nity. LMTisnow offering
bottles of wine and single
cans and six-packs of
beer with food orders. A
limited menuis available
daily from 4 p.m. to 11
p-m., for curbside pickup
ordelivery via UberEats.
Let’s raise a glass: On
Monday, LMT pitched in
some salads for the staff
at Carney Hospital.

THE REPORTER

What’s happenlng at Dot’s stores, restaurants

Lower Mills Tavern gifted dozens of salads to staff
at Carney Hospital on Monday, posting this photo
to their Instagram page with a message: Thank you
to all of our #HealthHeroes

e Pantry Pizza on

contact delivery, plus

Dorchester Ave is open they’re giving back to

for takeout and no-

health care workers. In

April 9, 2020

aphoto posted last week,
a large supply of pizzas
were sent to the doctors
and nurses at Carney
Hospital.

e Caffe Zia Gianna
in St. Mark’s is open
for take-out only with
limited hours: 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Wednesday to
Sunday. A special menu
of sweet and savory
treats will be available
each week. Last week’s
included Sicilian meat
lasagna, cream of red
pepper lasagna, orange
hazelnut cake, and apple
cinnamon cake. Call

Cedar Grove Gardens owner stays open;
cites confusion, unfairness in restrictions

(Continued from page 1) I have some broader is-

would most likely pass
the criteria in a sense of
it being a food product
or agricultural product,”
explained O’Mara. “Now,
those arejust opinions, of
course. But if you look at
the list of what’s allowed,

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

ROOFING CO., INC.

ASPHALT SHINGLES - RUBBER ROOFING
+ COPPER WORK - SLATE - GUTTERS
+ CHIMNEYS

617-296-0300

duffyroofing.com

sues with it.”
Hardware stores like
Home Depot and Lowe’s,
which are considered
essential by the govern-
ment, have large floral
departments and nurs-
ery sections, a reality

State Reg.
#100253

that comes across as
unfair to O’Mara.

“They sell the very
product that is my life-
line,” he said.

Even smaller stores
like Lambert’s and Mar-
ket Basket — food and
produce stores that also
sell flowers — are not re-
stricted, O’Mara pointed
out. “I think it puts the
small guy at a disadvan-
tage, to be honest with
you. We'rethelocal small
niche store that does
most everything — we do
what a pizza shop does;
we make deliveries on a
daily basis throughout
the year. Sodoes Amazon
and UPS, and they’re all
designated as essential.
So there’s a discrepancy

Pay over the phone & curbside pick up
BEER & WINE NOW AVAILABLE

there that I think is a
little unjustified...I feel
as though I have the
right to be open, with
the[safety]restrictions.”

While Cedar Grove
Gardens remains open,
O’Marasaid, heistaking
“all sorts of precautions,”
includinglimiting access
to the inside of the store,
making Lysol sanitary
wipes available in the
outdoor garden center,
and offering curbside
pickup and no-contact
delivery.

“We’re operating on
the basis that people
can’t walk into the store.
If they want something,
we’ll come out and bring
it to them in the parking
lot. So we're following all

617-436-2368 or mes-
sage caffeziagianna on
Facebook or Instagram
to order.

e For vegans stuck
at home and feeling
limited by food options,
Oasis Veggie Vegan
Parlor is still open for
takeout. The cozy Four
Corners spot and its sis-
ter establishment, Oasis
Restaurant on Hancock
Street, is open Thursday
through Saturday from
12 p.m. to 7 p.m.

e Vegan alert: Close
your eyes. For those
craving a burger, Bred

the guidelinesin terms of
maintaining social dis-
tancing and encouraging
useof sanitary wipes and
sanitizer. 'm satisfying
all the criteria.”

In a further effort to
minimize contact, his de-
livery drivers are wear-
ing gloves and ringing
people’s doorbells when
dropping offfloral orders,
said O’Mara.Gourmet
items sold in the store’s
gift shop, such as Phil-
lip’s chocolates, Effie’s
cookies, and McCray’s
caramels, are also avail-
able for delivery.

“We’re hoping people
continue to use our ser-
vices in terms of deliver-
ies so we can maintain
staffing levels, which
have dropped consider-
ably from 17 to just 8.”

In addition to cutting
his workforce in half,
the coronavirus has

dotnews.com

Gourmet in Lower Mills
isopen Tuesday through
Saturday from 12 p.m. to
8 p.m. for takeout and
delivery via UberEats
and GrubHub.

e Honeycomb Cafe in
Savin Hill is open for
takeout with new tem-
porary hours: Monday-
Thursday from 7 a.m.
to 4 p.m., with online
ordering available Fri-
day-Sunday from 7 a.m.
to 2 p.m. for pickup in
the cafe.

See story on page 4 in
this edition for what’s
going on at home.stead
bakery & café in Fields
Corner.

gutted much of Cedar
Grove Gardens’ orders
for events, O’Mara said.
“All ofthe weddings have
been cancelled or re-
scheduled or postponed
to the fall. We do a fairly
good-sized event busi-
ness, so youre talking
about five figures there
in terms of changes in
our plan.”

“We’re encouraging
people to consider send-
ing flowers to family,
friends, and loved ones
that might be feeling a
little blue about being
locked in their homes
and doing the stay-in-
place order,” he said.
“It’s been proven that
plants and flowers — ac-
cording to the Society of
American Florists—have
a beneficial effect on
people’s psychological
well-being.”

Pizza Kits
Family Meals
Lasagna
Menu updated daily

Menu available at: www.tavolodotave.com

e 617-822-1918
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BUYS & GIALS CLINES
OF DORCHESTER
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BGCD Thanks First Responders During This Time: See details below.

CONNECTTHE DOT:

BGCD Thanks First Responders
During This Time: Boys & Girls Clubs
of Dorchester would like to thank all of
the doctors, nurses, hospital staff and
first responders for their tireless efforts
to service and protect our community
at this most difficult time.

We would also like to acknowledge
and thank Mayor Martin J. Walsh
and Governor Charlie Baker for
their vigorous efforts to take care of
the city of Boston and the state of
Massachusetts.

Lastly, thank you to our BGCD family:
members, families, staff, board
members and donors. We could not
continue our work without all of you.
Thank you for your patience and
kindness. We are here for you.

FIND T WHAT’S INSIDE:
BGCD Online Participation Waiver
for Virtual Programming: Since
our BGCD At Home programming is
going so well, our staff would like to
start providing small group classes
to our members via Zoom video
calls. Programming will include art
demonstrations, dance videos, a
special Celebrity Speaker Series and
much more!

To be able to participate in these
exciting activities, parents will need to
fill out our Online Participation Waiver,
which states that they agree to the
terms and conditions.

To fill out the waiver, please
visit bgcdorchester.org/virtual-
programming.

For more information, please contact
Mike Joyce at mjoyce@ bgcdorchester.
org.

THE REPORTER

DIDYOU KNOW:

BGCD Continues “BGCD At Home”
with our own “The Masked Singer”:
BGCD At Home programming has been
a massive success! Our special series
going on right now is BGCD’s very own
“The Masked Singer”! Performers are
BGCD staff wearing masks and filters
to conceal their identities. Viewers
have 24 hours to vote on who they
think should be eliminated. Once votes
are calculated, the loser will reveal
themselves the next day. Episodes

are posted on BGCD’s Facebook and
YouTube pages on Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday at 8pm. The finale will air
on Saturday April 11th.

Please follow us and like our pages to
join in the fun!

For more information, please contact
Brendan McDonald at bmcdonald@
bgcdorchester.org.

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave. | www.bgcdorchester.org

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER cvon .

UPDATES

Due to the COVID-19 Crisis, all 3 of our
Clubhouses will remain closed. For the
most up to date information on Club
activities and resources or to make a
donation to our Clubs, please go to our
website at bgcdorchester.org.

For those in need of assistance, please
call our Club Community Hotline @
617-288-7120 ext. (4444) or email us
at info@bgcdorchester.org.

Thank you to our community and
friends, we will get through this
together!

#WeAreDorchester

FIND OUT
WHAT’S

We'e always
thinking insurance.

EXCEPT DURING IMPORTANT GAMES.

WE KNOW LOCAL

H! LEVENBAUM

INSURANCE
AGENCY

Your car. Your home. Your business. They’re all in the area. Wouldn’t it be nice to work with an insurance company that is, too!? We’ve been in
Dorchester since 1923. So at this point, we're not only insurance experts, we're local experts. Call us to get the policy that’s right (really right) for you.

Call 617 825-3900. Or visit Hlevenbaum.com
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ANDRADE,Henriqu- Service and interment. Petrie and her husband, mouth, Theresa Daly of SPENCER,Josephine

eta of Dorchester, passed CONNOLLY, Ste- MikeofTopsfield. Grand- Dorchester, Thomas G. |[M. , 77, of Dorchester,

away on Tuesday. Wifeof phen Henry Jr.94 of father of Alison Bruno of of Dorchester, James |passed away on April6,.

thelate Manuel Andrade. YarmouthPort. Husband Sandwich, Christopher of Dorchester, El- [She was born to Mary

Mother of Maria S. Alves, of Thelma E. (Hardy) Connolly of Woodstock, len Ranton of Kingston, |CrowleyonMay23,1942

Maria Zinha Fontes, Fe-
lismina DaVeiga, Celina
Alves, and Manuel An-
drade. Sheisalsosurvived
by a host of family and
friends. Private Funeral

Connolly. Son of the late
Stephen Henry and Anna
(Simmons) Connolly. Fa-
ther of Stephen R. Con-
nolly and his wife, Paula
of Sandwich, Janice S.C.

Cedar Grove Cemetery

A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Chapel available for: Weddings, memorial services,
and celebratory masses. Indoor Services available for
winter burials. Greenhouse on premises for fresh flow-
ers. Columbarium for cremated remains. Plant a tree
program.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124 ¢ 617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868. Non-Sectarian.

TEVNANTEVNAN

I5 Broad Street | 415 Neponset Avenue
Boston, MA 02109 | Dorchester, MA 02124
617-423-4100 | 617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevhan.com

NEW CALVARY CEMETERY

Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian
Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.
Grave pricing starting at $1,200
Package pricing from $3,800 (includes grave purchase, first
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches
starting at $1,400 (Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening
& Inscription)

617-296-2339
12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases,

Pre Need Opening Arrangements
Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.
Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery
in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at:

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and maps available online at:
www.BostonCemetery.org
617-325-6830 info@bcca.comcast.net

JOHN J. O'CONNC

NH, Kristen J.C. Petrie
and her husband, Kevin
Eaton of Newmarket,
NH, David Petrie and
his wife, Samantha of
Haverhill and Daniel
Connolly of Sandwich.
Great-grandfather of
five great-grandchildren.
Brother of Dorothy Seib-
ert of Whitman, Robert
Connolly of Oceanside,
CA, and the late Timothy
Connolly. Stepbrother of
Joseph Foley of Canton
and the late Virginia
Foley Borroni, Josephine
Foley Piona, Tom Foley.
Interment will be pri-
vate and a celebration
of Steve’s life will follow
at a later date. As an
expression of sympathy,
memorial donations may
be made to the American
Heart Association heart.
orgor tothe Salvation Ar-
mysalvationarmyusa.org

DRISCOLL, Edwin
W. of Dorchester. Hus-
band of the late Norma
F. (MacDonald) Driscoll.
Father of Maureen Crow-
ley of Braintree, Francis
X. of Dorchester, Joan
MacDonald of Wey-

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN
FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON
PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket No. SU20P0536GD
IN THE MATTER OF:
PAULO J. ANDRADE
of DORCHESTER, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been filed
by Sharkilia L. Andrade of Boston, MA in
the above captioned matter alleging that
Paulo J. Andrade is in need of a Guardian
and requesting that Sharkilia L. Andrade
of Dorchester, MA (or some other suitable
person) be appointed as Guardian to serve
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine
thatthe Respondentisincapacitated, thatthe
appointment of a Guardian is necessary, and
that the proposed Guardian is appropriate.
The petition is on file with this court and may
contain arequestfor certain specific authority.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appearance
at this court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 04/24/2020. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which
you have to file the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail to file the
written appearance by the return date, action
may be taken in this matter without further
notice to you. In addition to filing the written
appearance, you or your attorney must file a
written affidavit stating the specific facts and
grounds of your objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit
or completely take away the above-named
person’s right to make decisions about per-
sonal affairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right to ask
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named person. If the
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. BrianJ. Dunn, First Justice
of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Date: March 20, 2020

Published: April 9, 2020
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740 Adams Street, Dorchester, MA 02122
617-282-5564

Paul J. of Braintree,
and Ann Callahan of
Braintree. Grandfather
of 14 grandchildren and 8
great-grandchildren Also
survived by many nieces
and nephews. Edwin was
a proud WWII veteran
serving in the United
States Army. Due to the
current health crisis,
visitation and funeral ser-
vices will remain private.
Donations may be made
in Edwin’s name to St.
Jude Children’s Research
Hospital or to Old Colony
Hospice & Palliative Care
at 321 Manley St., West
Bridgewater, MA 02379.

in Dorchester. She was
a long time employee of
Standard Uniform, and
worked as a manager for
21 years for BWSC before
she retired in 2003.

Josephine is survived
by her two sons Chris
“Tiger” Stockbridge and
Michael B. Mackan, her
daughter in law Joyce
M. Mackan, her friend
Lilian Arnold, and many
nieces and nephews, and
grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her brothers
Joseph & dJohn, and

Sisters Alice, Irene, and
Justine, and her daugh-
ter Michele Callahan,
and grandson Kevin
Callahan.

LePINE, David Fred-
erick of Dorchester, for-
merly of Brighton. David
was the son of the late
William J. LePine and

Josephine was active
in the Geiger-Gibson
Health Center at Co-
lumbia Point, ABCD
Head Start, AL- ANON,
and many political cam-
paigns. She loved to
write songs, jokes, and
sew. She always was
sharing her creative
talents. But her favorite
thing to do was to hang
out with her grandchil-
dren.

Winifred A. (Adams) LeP-
ine. David was interred
with his parents in Notre
Dame Cemetery in South
Hadley, MA.
McDONOUGH, John
L. of Quincy, suddenly.
Husband of Mary F.
(McCarthy) McDonough.
Father of Patrick E. Mc-
Donough and his wife
Kristin of Marshfield and
the late Matthew J. Mc-
Donough. Pa of Matthew
Joseph, Joseph John and
Seamus Patrick. Brother
of Elizabeth DiGirolamo

the MBTA and member
of Machinists Local 264
and currently worked as a
bartender at Darcy’s Pub
in Quincy. The Funeral
Service and interment at
Pine Hill Cemetery, Quin-
cy will be private. Public
Services will be held at
a later date. Donations
in John’s memory may
be made to the Matthew
J. McDonough Scholar-
ship Fund, c/o Stonehill
College, 320 Washington
Street, North Easton, MA

of Canton, Thomas Mc- 02357 ]

Donough of Scituate and MURPHY, Francis
the late Edward “Buddy” M- of Dorchester and for-
McDonough and Helen merly of Roxbury, 81. Son
Twohig. John is also offche late John and Cath-
survived by many nieces, erine Doherty Murphy.
nephews and friends. Father of Sharon Murphy.

John was retired from DenisePearlman,Sandra

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
UNDER M.G.L. c. 183A:6

By virtue of a Judgment and Order of the Suffolk Superior Court (Civil Action No. 19-2865G), in fa-
vor of the Board of Managers of the Blue Hill Place Condominium Association against Denise Wright,
establishing a lien pursuant to M.G.L. c. 183A:6 on the real estate known as Unit 362 of the Blue
Hill Place Condominium with a street address of 362 Blue Hill Avenue, Dorchester, Suffolk County,
Massachusetts for the purposes of satisfying such lien, the real estate is scheduled for Public Auction
commencing at 10:00 a.m. on April 20, 2020 at 362 Blue Hill Avenue, Dorchester, Massachusetts.
The premises to be sold are more particularly described as follows:

DESCRIPTION:

The Post Office address of the Unit is: 362 Blue Hill Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02121

The Unit is shown on Exhibit A attached hereto, as well as on a plan recorded with the Master
Deed, to which is affixed a verified statement in the form provided by M.G.L. Chapter 183A section
9, and is conveyed subject to and with the benefit of the obligations, restrictions, rights and liabilities
contained in M.G.L. Chapter 183A, the Master Deed, the documents establishing the organization of
unit owners and the By-Laws as amended of record. The Unit is conveyed subject to, and with the
benefit of, all easements, restrictions and encumbrances of record insofar as the same are now in
force and applicable.

Each of the units in the Condominium is intended for residential purpose as set forth in the
Master Deed.

The undivided percentage of interest of the Unit in the Common Elements is 14%. Notwithstand-
ing the foregoing, Grantee, and Grantee’s successors in title, take title to the Unit subject to the rights
of Grantor, as Declarant under the Master Deed, to add additional phases and additional units to the
Condominium. The Unit's undivided percentage interest is subject to reduction in case of addition to
the Condominium of additional phases and additional units.

If Grantee intends to sell or otherwise transfer any interest in the Unit, including without limitation,
the granting of a mortgage interest therein, Grantee shall so notify Grantor in writing, describing the
details of the proposed transfer. Within sixty (60) days after receipt of such notice (the “Notice Date”),
Grantor may elect, by notice to such Grantee sent by certified or registered mail, to purchase such
Unit at the ten fair market value thereof, which shall be determined by an independent third party
appraisal. If Grantor elects to purchase the Unit, the transfer shall take place on the business day
specified in Grantor's notice of election (which day shall not be more than ninety (90) days after the
Notice Date), at the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds. Grantee shall convey the Unit to Grantor by
quitclaim deed, with all tax and documentary stamps affixed and paid for by Grantee. Grantee shall
pay all other taxes arising out of such sale. If Grantor shall fail to make such election within such
60-day period, then Grantee shall be free to sell or transfer the Unit or any interest therein at any time
within one hundred twenty (120) days after the Notice Date. If such sale or transfer is not consum-
mated within such 120-day period, then Grantee shall not sell his or her Unit or transfer any interest
therein unless s/he first complies again with the provisions of this paragraph. Grantor may release
or waive its rights under this paragraph, either before or after receipt of notice from Grantee, in which
event the Unit may be sold or conveyed free and clear of the provisions of this paragraph. A certificate
executed and acknowledged by Grantee, stating that the rights under this paragraph have been duly
waived or terminated, shall be conclusive upon Grantor in favor of all persons who rely thereon in
good faith. Such certificate shall be furnished upon request to any Grantee who has in fact complied
with the provisions of this paragraph.

For title, see Deed to Denise Wright dated May 9, 2006 and recorded with the Suffolk County
Registry of Deeds in Book 39558, Page 71

In the event of a typographical error or omission contained in this publication, the description of
the premises contained in said Unit Deed shall control.

TERMS OF SALE:

1. A non-refundable deposit payable in cash, certified or bank check in the amount of $5,000.00
for the unit shall be payable at the Auction.

2.The balance of the purchase price is to be paid within thirty (30) days of the auction.

3. An Auctioneer’s Release Deed will be issued to the purchaser, upon payment of the balance of
the purchase price, within thirty (30) days of the auction. The Deed shall convey the premises subject
to, and with the benefit of, all restrictions, easements, improvements, outstanding tax titles, municipal
or other public taxes, assessments, liens, or claims in the nature of liens, and existing encumbrances
of record senior to the lien hereby being satisfied, whether or not reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, outstanding tax titles, municipal or other public taxes, assessments, liens or
claims in the nature of liens or encumbrances is made in the deed.

4. Additionally, and not by way of limitation, the sale shall be subject to and with the benefit of any
and all tenants, tenancies, and occupants, if any.

5. No representation is or shall be made as to any amount of taxes due and outstanding.

6. The successful bidder shall pay the future condominium common charges commencing with
the date of the auction.

7. No representation is or shall be made as to any other mortgages, liens, or encumbrances of
record.

8.No representation is or shall be made as to the condition of the Premises or the Condominium.
The Premises shall be sold “as is”

9. Other items, if any, shall be announced at the sale.

10. The sale is subject to and in accordance with the Judgment and Order, a copy of which may
be obtained from the seller's counsel, Attorney Dean T. Lennon, Marcus, Errico, Emmer & Brooks,
P.C., 45 Braintree Hill Park, Suite 107 Braintree, MA 02184, (781) 843-5000.

BLUE HILL PLACE

CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION,
By its Board
Published: April 9, 2020

Lang and Paul Bercume.
Survived by many grand-
children. Brother of the
late John Murphy, Daniel
Murphy, Kathleen Scan-
lan, Maureen Murphy,
Michael Murphy, Joseph
Murphy & Kevin Murphy.
Lifelong Member of Local
33. Services to follow at a
later date

WATERS, Fran-
ces “Fran” (Kelly) of
Dorchester. Wife of the
late John F. Waters.
Mother of Kevin F. of
Mansfield, John “Jack”
F., Jr. of Easton, and
Edward X. of Dorchester.
Grandmother of Kevin,
dJr., James, Mary, Katie,
Annie, and Ellie. Sister
of Mary Cass, Patricia
Martin, Joe Kelly, and the
late Helen O’Brien, James
Kelly, Ann Mullen, and
Eddie Kelly. Also survived
by many loving nieces
and nephews. Due to the
health crisis, visitation
and funeral services will
remain private. Donations
may be made in Fran’s
memory to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P0512EA
ESTATE OF:
PRISCILLA A. RICHARDSON
DATE OF DEATH: 10/28/2017
To all interested persons:
A petition for Formal Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal Representative
has been filed by Donna Joseph of Quincy,
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other relief
as requested in the Petition. The Petitioner
requests that: Donna Joseph of Quincy, MA
be appointed as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without Surety on
the bond in an unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must file
a written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 04/23/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely written appearance
and objection followed by an Affidavit of
Objections within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be taken without
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration
Under The Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code (MUPC)
APersonal Representative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration
is not required to file an inventory or annual
accounts with the Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding
the administration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the Court
inany matter relating to the estate, including
the distribution of assets and expenses of

administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: March 27, 2020

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Published: April 9, 2020
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Easter 1s on the way, and though it may be a little different
this year, you can still have all your favorites from
Phillips Chocolates.

Come in to browse, order online or use our new Curbside Delivery.
Our temporary hours are Mon-Sat 9:30am - 6pm, closed Sunday.

Happy Easter from all of us to you!

818 Morrissey Blvd. Boston, MA

PHILLIPS CHOCOLATES ~617.282.2000
HANDMADE SINCE 1925 phillipschocolate.com

CORCORAN
JENNISON

Companies

Corcoran Jennison’s portfolio includes, residential housing, hotels, resorts,
health facilities, academic campuses, retail centers, and golf courses.

corcoranjennison.com | cjapts.com

Cueen Anne's Gate Apartments, Weymouth, MA
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HEY BOSTON, STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY

Message from Mayor Martin J. Walsh

CORONAVIRUS SYMPTOMS:
e Fever (100.4F / 38C or higher)

e Cough

e Shortness of breath

Call ahead before going to your doctor's office or the ER.
Call 311 for the Mayor's Health Line.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
e Stay at least six feet away from others

e Do not socialize in person

e Wear a face covering when you are in public

e Wash your hands, use hand sanitizer, cover your cough

and sneezes, and avoid others when sick

There is a Public Health Advisory for everyone in Boston
except essential workers to stay home from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m.
daily. As a reminder, please stay home when you can during
the day.

HOW TO STAY INFORMED:
e Sign up for text alerts in six languages: Text

BOSCOVID, BOSEspanol, BOSFrancais, BOSKreyol,
BOSKriolu or BOSPortugues to 99411 for daily
updates

e Visit boston.gov/coronavirus or call 311 for guidance
and information from the City of Boston

By doing the right thing, we can slow the spread of coronavirus in
Boston and save lives. Thank you for all you have done already: for
staying safe, staying inside your home, and staying Boston Strong.

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Martin J. Walsh



