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‘IT’S JUST ONE STEP’

Chauvin case
verdicts hailed
across the city
By Ally Jarmanning
and Deborah Becker
WBUR Staff

As the guilty verdicts against former
Minneapolis police officer
Derek Chauvin for the
murder of George Floyd
came down Tuesday,
activists, organizers and
politicians in Boston
celebrated it as a step
toward justice — while
messaging that there
was more work to be
done.
Acting Mayor Kim
Janey, the first person of
color to lead Boston, said
though there is a relief
in the verdict, Floyd and
countless other victims
of police violence are
still dead.
“And the conditions
that led to so many
senseless killings still
exist,” Janey said during

Activist Monica Cannon-Grant talked to reporters in front in Nubian Square
after the verdicts on Tuesday. “There are so many families that didn’t get the
justice the Floyd family got,” she said.
Jesse Costa/WBUR photo

a press conference Tuesday evening. “While I am
truly grateful for a guilty
verdict, I know that our
work in our city — and
in every other city across
America — to advance
racial justice continues.”
She noted her own
lived experience, as the
grandmother of teenage

‘Bittersweet’ time
for founder Chéry

By Katie Pedersen
Reporter Correspondent

Although the pandemic has
pushed the Mother’s Day Walk
for Peace to a virtual format for
the second year running, Louis D.
Brown Peace Institute (LDBPI)
founder and Dorchester resident
Tina Chéry is looking forward to
celebrating the 25th anniversary
of this emotionally powerful event.
After losing her 15-year-old son,
Louis D. Brown, to homicide in the
fall of 1993, Chéry founded the

boys. And as a Black
woman “who has felt the
need to tread lightly in a
world that criminalizes
my Blackness.”
Suffolk County District Attorney Rachael
Rollins joined Janey at
the press conference. She
said she was grateful for
the jurors and the pros-

ecutors, but especially
for the police officers
who testified against
Chauvin.
Rollins said she is
optimistic that society
will “transform and reimagine how we create
public safety.” She called
on protesters in Boston to
(Continued on page 13)

LDBPI as a way to teach young
people the value of peace and to
create space for healing. In 1996,
she launched the Mother’s Walk
for Peace, an annual memorial,
fundraiser, and call for a transformation in the treatment of
homicide survivors.
Twenty-five years later, this
Boston tradition continues to allow mothers of murdered children
to receive love and support from
their community while advocating for education and awareness
around homicide.
LDBPI has created a slew of online events and activities to mark
(Continued on page 12)

Tina Chéry is busy planning remote Mother’s Day Walk for Peace
on Sun., May 9.

Many wary of moving now
Only 49 percent of
parents surveyed said
they want their children
back in school buildings
right away. But 67 percent said they wanted
in-person learning come
September. As in previ-

ous polls, Black and Latinx parents were more
likely to hesitate about
sending their kids back
into classrooms.
“It’s tough,” said Tawana White of Mattapan,
who helps care for her

Racism, rent control surveyed – Page 14
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Now that all Massachusetts residents above 16
are eligible for the Covid-19 vaccine, a number of
health center-operated sites and pharmacy locations
in Dorchester and Mattapan are accepting appointments, with vaccine supplies for doses depending
on the location.
The state website lists
Russell Auditorium and
Morningstar Baptist
Church as healthcare
locations. Walgreens locations on Morton Street,
River Street, Gallivan
Boulevard, and Dorchester Avenue are listed
as having appointment
availability, as are CVS locations on Blue Hill Ave.
(in Dorchester and Mattapan), and on Washington
Street. The South Bay Stop and Shop is taking
appointments through its website, as is the Osco
Pharmacy at Star Market on Morrissey Boulevard.
On Tuesday, a pharmacist at Osco confirmed to
the Reporter that the facility is administering doses
of the Moderna vaccine on an appointment-only
basis from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; however, sign-ups can
only be made online and availability is subject to
change as vaccine supplies fluctuate. That same
day, multiple checks of the registration page showed
zero availability for appointments.

(Continued on page 18)

Let’s think trees
as part of cleanup
of the X-way mess

Poll: Parents want full classrooms by fall
More parents want
their children back in
classrooms this fall even
if they aren’t comfortable sending them back
into school buildings
now, according to a
new WBUR-Dorchester
Reporter-The Boston
Foundation poll.

Eligibility opens,
but vaccination
supplies at sites
remain variable
By Daniel Sheehan
Reporter Staff

The Louis D. Brown Peace Institute:
25 years of pressing unity and healing

By Kathleen McNerney
WBUR Reporter

50¢

eight-year-old niece.
“Yes, you want the children to go back. I feel
like it’s very necessary
for them. It’s their social
life. ... I just would love
to know there’s a great
enough handle on what’s
going to happen with
the coronavirus between
now and September, but
(Continued on page 15)

By Bill Wa lcza k
Rep orter Colu m n ist
Last week’s column about the lack of maintenance
of the state’s property alongside the Southeast
Expressway and the MBTA tracks received quite a
response. The trash and
graffiti were certainly
Commentary
noticed by residents, and
there were calls by readers to organize clean ups and
also to demand that the state maintain its property.
The most intriguing response came from Savin
Hill’s Liz MacNeil. “I have been thinking trees,” she
said. “The noise and pollution of the expressway,
commuter trains, and Red Line have helped steer
my thoughts that way. At the moment, we seem to
be moving backwards. Trees are being sacrificed to
new construction, and new ones, even if/when they
(Continued on page 11)
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For Sale - 20 Manley St – 6 Family @$2.6M
For Sale – 10 Upland Avenue #3 – 2BR condo 1250 sq feet @ $549K
For Rent – 132 Minot #2 – 2Br 1500 sq ft @$2800
For Rent – 25 Magadala – 2Br 1200 sq ft @$2300
For Rent – 1910 Dot Ave #616 1Br + Den @$2,200
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Police, Courts & Fire

Search warrant leads to
rescue of dogs, an arrest
Last Saturday, Area C-11 detectives along with the
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals and Boston Animal Control executed a
Dorchester Court search warrant at 5 Toledo Terrace that resulted in the rescue and recovery of 5
endangered Pit Bull dogs, a significant amount of
marijuana, labels for packaging marijuana for sale,
equipment used for training dogs for fighting, one
high capacity magazine and several other items used
in the training and breeding of dogs for the purposes
of dog fighting.
Javier Ruperto, 42, of Dorchester, was arrested for:
Operating an illegal kennel; tethering & confinement
of animals; animal cruelty; training & possession
of animals; possession of Class D drugs w/intent to
distribute and assault & battery on a police officer.
•••
At about 6:15 p.m. last Wednesday, officers assigned
to the Youth Violence Strike Force made an on-site
firearm arrest in the area of 86 Southern Avenue in
Dorchester. Officers conducted a traffic stop of a motor
vehicle with an improperly displayed license plate.
The driver, later identified as Dennise Rivera, 26,
of Dorchester, produced a paper MA driver’s license
to officers but it was so worn that officers could not
see the photo to accurately match the license to the
operator.
Officers conducted an inquiry on the license number
that was provided as well as the license plate affixed
to the vehicle. It was revealed the motor vehicle was
unregistered and would need to be towed. During the
motor vehicle inventory search officers recovered a
loaded Taurus 9mm G2C firearm with one round in
the chamber and nine rounds in the magazine.
Ms. Rivera refused to exit the motor vehicle and
proceeded to roll up the window while attempting
to shift the motor vehicle into gear. Officers were
able to safely remove her from the motor vehicle and
place her under arrest for failure to submit to a police
officer, operating after revocation or suspension, and
several guns charges.
•••
At about 9:23 PM on Monday, April 19th, 2021,
officers assigned to District C-11 (Dorchester) made
an on-site firearm arrest of Jesse Okiria, 21, of
Shrewsbury, in the area of Millet Street and Athelwold Street in Dorchester.
Officers responded to the area for a call for shots
fired and observed a large group of 20-30 young
adults on Athelwold Street between Millet Street
and Norwell Street. Officers observed three males
quickly walk away with one of the males grabbing
his waist area while fleeing on foot.
The male fled over a fence at the corner of Harvard
Street and Standish Street before being apprehended.
While canvassing the flight path, officers located a
loaded Polymer 80 9mm Semi-Automatic firearm.
Okiria faces numerous firearms charges.
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Barrios-Millner tapped to lead
Equity and Inclusion office
By Mia McCarthy
Reporter Correspondent

Mayor Janey has appointed Celina Barrios-Millner as the new
chief of Equity and Inclusion for the city. A Boston
resident for more than 20
years who is now living
in West Roxbury, Barrios-Millner was born
in Venezuela and immigrated to Cincinnati with
her family as a child.
She has worked previously in the city’s Office
of Economic Development and helped to create the city’s Immigrant
Advancement Agenda
in the Walsh administration.
“What I think is really exciting is just the
alignment of the various
equity, engagement,
advocacy, and enforcement functions into one
cabinet because then we

can work across city departments and have a holistic conversation about
equity,” Barrios-Millner
said in an interview.
“This is the city that
I’ve lived in the longest
and so it’s the one closest
to my heart, because it’s
where I chose to live and
where I found my calling
and my community,” she
added. “I love Boston,
and I feel so honored to be
working in this capacity
for the people of Boston.”
Janey said Barrios-Millner “has the experience and expertise
to lead Boston’s Equity
and Inclusion Cabinet
with excellence and has
a proven track record of
breaking down barriers
where they exist and
expanding opportunity
for all.”
One of the new chief’s
charges will be to carry

out an executive order
signed in February by
Walsh making it policy
that at least 25 percent
of city contracts to businesses are led by women
and people of color.
“The work that we’re
leading is to take that
big annual spending
goal and make it real
contract-by-contract,”
Barrios-Millner said.
“Now the contracts that
departments are working on, we’ll be looking
at goals for each of those
contracts and that’s
how you get up to that
number. You have to do
it every single time you
spend money – you have
to really think about how
you’re spending it.”
She also discussed
programs to help businesses in Dorchester,
Mattapan, and Roxbury,
including a contract-

dotnews.com

Celina Barrios-Millner
“Expertise” cited

ing opportunity fund
launched on April 15 and
a business opportunity
fair scheduled for April
28. She said she knows
the businesses community in these neighborhoods and hopes they
can partake in these
opportunities.
“My goal is to have a
really solid idea of how
we are as a city and
where we can make some
progress in the next few
months,” she said.

Judge okays BPS exam school plan
By Adam Gaffin
Universal Hub

A federal judge ruled on
April 15 that the Boston
School Committee can
proceed with selecting
students for the city’s
three exam schools via a
formula based on grade
point average and zip
codes, rather than using
GPAs and the traditional
entrance exams.
US District Court
Judge William Young
said the new method,
enacted due to the difficulties of giving multiple-choice tests in the
middle of a pandemic,
was not racially biased.
“This Court finds and
rules that the Plan is
race-neutral, and that
neither the factors used
nor the goal of greater
diversity qualify as a racial classification,” Young
wrote in a decision on a
suit brought by a group
of white and Asian American parents.
BPS had initially
hoped to begin sending
out acceptance letters to
families last Thursday
for Boston Latin School,
Boston Latin Academy,
and the John D. O’Bryant School. After the
Boston Parent Coalition
for Academic Excellence
Corp. filed its suit, Young
had pressed both sides
to speed up their filings

Judge William Young

so that students and
parents would not be left
wondering whether or
not they were accepted.
The parent group contended that the new
method, in which the top
20 percent of students
sent acceptance letters
would be chosen citywide
by GPA, with the rest
based on their GPA by
zip code, starting with the
city’s poorest districts,
discriminated against
whites and Asian-Americans.
But Young explained it
did not. The judge noted
that the plan, which was
approved by the School
Committee in October,
does not use explicit racial designations to select
potential candidates for
seats at the three schools.
That makes it “facially
race neutral,” the judge
wrote, adding that while
the School Committee

obviously considered the
issue of racial equity in
its deliberations, by itself
that only recognizes the
reality of Boston demographics, and is not
an explicit decision to
bias the selection process against whites and
Asian-Americans.
In fact, he criticized the
parents’ filings for their
“cavalier interpretations” of the Fourteenth
Amendment’s equal-protection doctrine.
“Without question,
some statements raise
cause for concern. The
statement within the
Equity Planning Tool,
for example, about a hard
pivot away from equality
and toward equity simply has no support in the
Equal Protection jurisprudence of the Supreme

Court,” he wrote. “Had
this Plan unconstitutionally substituted equality
of result for equality of
opportunity along racial
lines, this Court would
not hesitate to strike it
down. But that is not
what happened here.”
He continued that,
if anything, the School
Committee took another tack: That while it
did consider race, the
plan it approved also
accomplished another
goal having nothing
directly to do with race:
to ensure that students
get into the schools from
all neighborhoods and
economic classes.
Young cautioned he
was only approving the
BPS plan for the 2021-22
school year.

This year’s high school
junior class will not need
to pass MCAS tests in
order to graduate high
school, the state Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education decided on
Tuesday.
Passing 10th grade
English and math MCAS
exams is typically a requirement to graduate,
known as the competency determination. Last

year’s 10th graders, the
class of 2022, did not
have an opportunity
to take those tests last
spring because education officials obtained
a federal waiver and
legislative approval to
cancel the spring 2020
MCAS administration
in the early days of remote learning during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
– SHNS

Juniors get a pass on
MCAS for graduation

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS
The Boston Parks and Recreation
Department is offering free golf clinics
at the George Wright Golf Course in Hyde
Park for ages 7 to 14 years old. The firstrate Junior Golf Lessons program provides
basic instruction in the fundamentals of
golf taught by professionals. Equipment
is provided, if needed, but you may
bring your own clubs. Pre-registration
is required. The lessons take place
Tuesdays through Thursdays with
classes at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. The
series repeats weekly starting from July
6 until August12. Clinicians are highly
qualified golf instructors. To register, go
to the “Parks Online Activity Search” link
at www.boston.gov/calendar/junior-golfdaily-lessons.  

The northwest parking lot of Pope
John Paul II Reservation playground in
Neponset will be closed through July 7
to accommodate staging for playground
repair work, according to the Department
of Conservation and Recreation. The
lot was closed on Thursday, April 8. The
closure will be clearly marked. Visitors
are encouraged to use the parking area
to the northeast when visiting the park.
SuccessLink — the City of Boston’s
online tool that enables Boston youth
to register for summer jobs— is now
accepting applications through May 9
for Boston teens aged 15 to 18. The City
hopes to provide 5,000 jobs to youth and
young adults this summer across more
than 170 non-profit, community-based

organizations and city agencies. Mayor
Janey said last week that she intends to
invest an additional $4.7 million in youth
jobs, increasing the total budget to $12.5
million. For more information on DYEE’s
summer employment program and
additional youth resources, visit youth.
boston.gov.
O’Donnell featured at May 2 annual
meeting for NepRWA — MSNBC host and
Dorchester native Lawrence O’Donnell
will be the featured guest speaker at the
May 2 annual meeting of the Neponser
River Watershed Association. The virtual
meeting is a ticketed event ($50 for
regular admission and $40 for active
volunteers) that starts at 6:30 p.m. and
includes door prizes. See Neponset.org

for more info.
The Saint Mark’s Area Civic Association’s
monthly meetings are held on Zoom
on the last Tuesday of the month at 7
p.m. Meetings are held monthly except
July, August, and December. Members
and other neighbors are welcome to
attend. If you would like to attend a
meeting, please send an email to the civic
association at  smacadot@msn.com and
we will send you a link to the meeting.

SEND UPDATES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM
SEE NEW EVENTS DAILY
AT DOTNEWS.COM
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Anti-gentrification group assails Dot Bay City housing plans
By Daniel Sheehan
Reporter Staff

The UMass Boston
Coalition Against Gentrification – a group composed of campus union
and student organization
members – hosted a virtual campus community
“Teach-In” last Thursday
afternoon in protest of
the negative economic,
racial, and environmental impacts they say the
current Dorchester Bay
City (DBC) development
proposal would have on
neighboring communities.
During the virtual
meeting, representatives of Undergraduate
Student Government,
faculty from the UMB
Urban Planning and
Community Development Department, and
community organizers
from the Asian American Resource Workshop
and anti-gentrification
alliance DotNot4Sale
called on UMass, the
City of Boston, and the
DBC developer to engage with Dorchester’s
communities of color
and other working-class
communities to develop
a DBC plan that increases affordable housing, slows displacement,
generates good jobs and
training opportunities
for underrepresented
groups, and addresses
other community needs.
Ken Reardon, a UMB

professor and director
of the master’s program
in Urban Planning and
Community Development, outlined the coalition’s concerns and
demands in a slideshow,
underscoring the obligation the university has to
its majority Black and
Brown student and faculty body, many of whom
live in adjacent neighborhoods that could face
fallout from the project.
While acknowledging
the more than $200
million in revenue that
the development would
generate for UMass Boston, Reardon decried
the “wholly inadequate”
number of affordable
housing units provided
for in the proposal, warning of a “ripple effect” of
gentrification that could
spread from the site into
nearby Dorchester communities.
“We do not oppose the
development of the former Bayside Expo site
owned by the UMBA
(University of Massachusetts Building Authority),” said Reardon.
“However, we adamantly
oppose the DBC proposal in its current form,
which is likely to further
exacerbate residential
and commercial displacement while creating
another racially and socially segregated enclave
built, to a large extent,
on publicly owned land

in our city.”
The current DBC proposal also falls short, contended Reardon, in its
lack of physical linkages
between the new district
and the existing community, its failure to address
existing gridlock around
Kosciusko Circle with a
multi-modal transportation plan, and its absence
of community facilities
such as a daycare, health
center, or library.
Listing provisions
that the UMB Coalition Against Gentrification would like to
see incorporated into
the proposal, Reardon
called for a community benefits agreement
that “outlines specific
policies, programs, and
commitments to ensure
long-time residents a fair
share of project related
employment, entrepreneurial and business
opportunities,” and an
internal cross-subsidy
program that would
“enable longstanding
community businesses
and non profits to secure
space within the project.”
The developer of the
project, Accordia Partners, is currently preparing a Draft Project
Impact Report (DPIR)
in response to a scoping
determination issued
by the BPDA. A similar
process is under way at
the state level, where the
developer is preparing

a Draft Environmental
Impact Report (DEIR)
in accordance with the
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act
(MEPA). These reports
often take months to
complete.
Pushback against the
DBC proposal comes at
a time when the affordable housing crisis is a
top priority for many
Bostonians: a recent poll
conducted by MassINC
Polling Group in partnership with the Dorchester
Reporter and WBUR
showed that “housing
costs” was the single biggest issue for 18 percent
of respondents, second
only to Covid-19, which
polled at 27 percent
overall.
At Thursday’s meeting, representatives
from local grassroots
groups aired grievances
about the slow creep
of displacement they
say is threatening the
neighborhood, offering
Dot Block as another example of a development
with inadequate provisions for truly affordable
housing.
A Community Advisory Committee (CAC)
convened for the DBC
project that is comprised
mainly of experts, business owners, and civic association members gives
unfair representation to
voices of homeowners
and excludes those of

renters, they argued.
Markeisha Moore, a
member of DotNot4Sale,
pointed out that the
Area Median Income
(AMI) in Dorchester is
$48,500, a figure well
below the 60 percent AMI
benchmark suggested
for the proposal. Moore
challenged the metrics of
that benchmark, which
the city calculates with

Sharp imbalance
by race is cited
in city evictions
A disproportionate
number of eviction filings
in Boston involved households of color during the
Covid-19 pandemic, according to a new report
published by the housing
justice group City Life /
Vida Urbana.
By examining Massachusetts Trial Court
evictions case data, MIT
Department of Urban
Studies and Planning,
researcher Ben Walker
found that from Feb. 28,
2020 to Feb. 28, 2021,
evictions were filed at
more than twice the rate
in neighborhoods where
a majority of renters
are people of color than
in neighborhoods where
most renters are white.
Seven out of ten eviction filings in Boston
involved properties in

Lower
Your
Car Payment –
Today!
Apply at memberspluscu.org and you could be
approved INSTANTLY!

memberspluscu.org
781-905-1500
NORWOOD

DORCHESTER

Census tracts where a
majority of renters are
people of color, though
only 47 percent of the
city’s rental housing is
in those neighborhoods,
the report found.
Tracts where a majority of renters are white
hold 43 percent of Boston rental housing and
involved 30 percent of
eviction filings. Filing an
eviction case is an early
step in the process and
does not always translate into a removal.
Massachusetts had
a state moratorium
on executing evictions
in place from April
to October 2020, and
a US Centers for
Disease Control federal
moratorium remains in
place through June 30
of this year.

Buy or
Refi

Don’t Miss Out On Today’s Low Rates!

MEDFORD

the inclusion of wealthier towns in the Greater
Boston area like Sudbury
and Wellesley.
“I’m at the whim of
people who have money
and resources to make
decisions about my life,”
said Moore. “A thing on
public land should benefit the community that
already exists here.”

EVERETT

PLYMOUTH

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. 2.49% APR for up to 48-month term. Monthly repayment of $21.91 per $1,000.00 borrowed. Payment does not reflect credit life
and/or disability insurance and may differ slightly due to rounding. APRs are based upon credit score. Rates listed above reﬂect excellent credit scores. Other rates
and terms available. Rates effective 2/1/21 and are subject to change without notice. Membership requires a $25 deposit in a share/savings account.
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Every dose of COVID-19 vaccine gets us closer. To move forward,
the majority of the population must be vaccinated against the
virus. When it's your turn, get the COVID-19 vaccine, it's one step
closer to the things we love. Join us. Get vaccinated. Get hopeful.
To find out more call 311 or visit boston.gov/covid19-vaccine
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Moving preliminary election up a week now on Council agenda
By Chris Van Buskirk
State House
News Service

On the same day that
former Mayor Marty
Walsh submitted his
resignation to the Boston city clerk, he also
sent a letter to the City
Council asking them
to move the upcoming
preliminary municipal
election a week earlier
in September.
Walsh pointed to a
potential expansion of
vote by mail that would
include upcoming fall
elections as a reason to
move the preliminary
balloting from Sept. 21
to Sept. 14.
Voting by mail provisions were extended
through June 30, under a law Gov. Baker signed in mid-March,
and bills have been filed
in the Legislature this
session to make the
practice permanent.
“The preliminary municipal election occurs
on the sixth Tuesday
preceding the general
election,” Walsh wrote
in his letter. “This year,
however, due to a potential expansion of vote by
mail to include the fall
elections, the time frame
for certifying election
results, and the department’s requirement to
hold a ballot position
drawing, the original
date would create a challenge for the printing

and distribution of vote
by mail ballots.”
The council’s Committee on Government Operations, led by Councilor
Lydia Edwards, planned
to hold a hearing on the
issue on Tuesday at 11
a.m.
Boston’s city charter
allows local officials to
set the date of a preliminary election, leaving
the decision-making
process at the city level
and not requiring the
proposal to go to the
State House in the form
of a home rule petition.
A spokesperson for
Edwards told the News
Service she supports the
recommendation.
Boston Commissioner
of Elections Eneida Tavares said the proposal
will provide election
officials additional time
between the September
preliminary and November general elections
to print and distribute
ballots “in anticipation
of a potential expansion
of mail-in voting.”
“Regardless of passage, however, Boston
will administer the fall
elections in a way that
ensures equitable access
to the ballot box for all
registered voters in the
city while also ensuring
that both elections are
properly managed and
conducted in accordance
with city, state, and
federal laws,” Tavares

said in a statement to
the News Service.
The law extending
voting by mail options
through June 30 came
as a response to the
hundreds of cities and
towns with spring municipal elections on the
calendar. That law allows for early in-person
voting, mail-in voting,
and flexibility in scheduling municipal town
elections.
For Boston, however,
those provisions would
expire – pending any
legislative action – well
before the city’s preliminary and general
elections that happen
later in the year. And
the state’s capital is not
the only city or town
holding a municipal
election later this year.

A spattering of mayoral departures has left
city›s like Lawrence,
Newburyport, and
Holyokewithcompetitive
fall elections.
Debra O’Malley, a
spokesperson for Secretary of State William
Galvin, said her office
agrees that having more
time between the preliminary and general
elections is a good idea
considering the amount
of time it takes to send
out, receive, and process
mailed-in ballots.
Sen. Barry Finegold
filed legislation (S 468)
in February on behalf of
Galvin that would make
voting by mail a
permanent option in
Massachusetts.
The bill proposes expanding in-person early

voting, implementing
same-day registration,
and allowing eligible voters to update their voting
information at the polls
on Election Day prior to
casting their ballot.
“We expect and hope
that something will be
in place well before these
preliminaries so people
can apply for their ballots and start receiving
them,” O’Malley said.
Five of the six major
candidates for Boston
mayor and five at-large
Boston City Council
candidates also wrote
a letter to Galvin, Finegold and House Election
Laws Committee Chairman Dan Ryan, of Boston, on Tuesday asking
the secretary or the Legislature to take action
to reduce the number

of signatures required
to qualify for municipal
ballots this year in light
of the ongoing pandemic.
Mayoral candidates
in Boston must collect 3,000 signatures
and council candidates
are required to gather
1,500 signatures from
registered voters. The
Supreme Judicial Court
last spring got involved
and cut by the half
the required number of
signatures candidates
needed to collect during
the 2020 cycle, and allowed for some use of
electronic signatures.
“The ongoing Covid-19
pandemic renders
in-person signature collection dangerous to
public health,” the Boston candidates wrote.

Puerto Rican leaders and their allies,
like US Rep. Ayanna
Pressley, voiced support last Thursday for
federal legislation that
would allow the island
territory to decide its future status as a state or
something else, and
urged state and local
governments to join
them.
Pressley joined two
Puerto Rican state law-

makers and members of
the Boricua Solidarity
Movement to press for
passage of the Puerto
Rico Self-Determination Act of 2021, which
calls for the creation of a
status convention made
of delegates elected by
Puerto Rican voters
to chart the island’s
future.
The delegates would
work to come up with
a plan for statehood,

independence, free association, or some other
option, and the plan
would be submitted for a
binding vote by the people of Puerto Rico. The
bill was filed by Reps.
Nydia Velázquez and
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, both of New York,
and Sen. Bob Menendez
of New Jersey.
“It would give the
people, not Congress,
the ultimate decision of

the political future of the
island,” Pressley said.
Massachusetts is
home to the fifth largest population of Puerto
Ricans in the United
States outside of the
territory, with a population of more than
300,000 that has grown
60 percent since 2000.
– MATT MURPHY
STATE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

Mass pols leading push for
Puerto Rico self-determination

Virtual Spring Open House
Saturday, May 1, 2021 | 9:00am - 12:00pm
Register Now

MassBay.edu/openhouse
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Re-lighting of Walter Baker sign
matter of identity for Lower Mills
CPA funds are key;
fundraising ongoing
By Daniel Sheehan
Reporter Staff

with East Boston Savings Bank

A campaign to re-light the sign atop the
former Walter Baker Chocolate factory in
Lower Mills is nearing the final stages of
its fundraising phase, setting the wheels
in motion for a project that would restore
the iconic symbol of the neighborhood in
a matter of months.
Terry Dolan, president of the Lower
Mills Civic Association, told the Reporter
this week that the re-illumination project – an idea years in the making that
this year was finally made possible by
funds from the Community Preservation
Act – could be completed as early as this
summer or fall. Re-lighting the sign,
which sits on top of an administrative
building erected in 1919, would restore
a central part of the village’s identity,
said Dolan.
“We view it as a real identifier of
this terrific community,” he said of the
sign, which she noted has gotten “kind
of tired and forlorn looking” in recent
years. “When the Baker chocolate factories closed in the ‘60s and production
moved to New Jersey, things changed
here. They were kind of desolate in this
little corner,” said Dolan, recalling how
hundreds of people lost their jobs at the
factory, which was at one point the largest
employer in Boston.
Re-lighting the sign would cement it
as a calling card and geographic marker
for Lower Mills and its business district,
much like how the Citgo sign has become
synonymous with the Fenway neighborhood, reasons Dolan.
“In the last 20 to 30 years, there’s been
a real revitalization and growth of a really

NMLS # 457291
Member FDIC | Member DIF
Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

terrific small business community
with the sign as a visual anchor for
the neighborhood,” continued Dolan.
“We’re the entry point to Boston from
the south. From Milton you can see
this sign from blocks away.”
During the estimated two-threemonth long process, the sign will
be taken down and the steel letters
–many of which have rotted through
the years – will be retraced and recreated with material that will get
them through the next 100 years.
The once-neon sign will then be updated with efficient LED bulbs and
remounted.
The price tag for repairing the
sign is around $66,000, 83 percent of
which ($55,000) is being covered by
the CPA grant.
The civic association is appealing to
community members to pitch in for the
remaining $11,000 or so, offering an
opportunity to make a tax-deductible
donation and become a part of history:
$5000 to buy a word, $1000 to buy a
letter, $500 to light a letter, and $50
to buy a bulb. Dolan said a number of
neighboring business partners have
already chipped in, meaning a few
of the letters are already spoken for.
News of the restoration is generating excitement among neighbors,
including Dolan herself, who remembers smelling chocolate in the air as a
child growing up in Milton “if the wind
was blowing in the right direction.”
Dave Mareira, a neighborhood organizer with ties to the project, sees
how the project could be symbolic of a
fresh start as the community begins
to reopen its doors and emerge from
the pandemic.
“I’m hoping things are better with
Covid and we can use this as a met-

You do so much good. Making
a difference. Employing people.
You’re doing amazing things.
And we’re grateful to be along for
the ride.

800.657.3272

EBSB.com
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“In the last 20 to 30 years, there’s been a real revitalization
and growth of a really terrific small business community
with the sign as a visual anchor for the neighborhood.”

–

aphor for re-lighting our economy,
remembering those we lost and rejuvenating our spirits,” he said.
The project’s proponents include

TERRY DOLAN

the Lower Mills Civic Association
and WBL Artist Collective, Inc., along
with non-profit sponsor DotArt. To
donate and to find out more about the
campaign, visit dotart.org.
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Frosty makes a killing at Carson Beach on a warm day during spring vacation.

Multilingual StoryWalk series scheduled for ten Boston parks
Families and caregivers looking for a fun
April vacation children’s
activity are invited to
head outside for our
second StoryWalk series
in City of Boston parks,
which began Tuesday
(April 20) and extends
through Mon., May
10. StoryWalks can
be found in Dorchester, Mattapan, Allston,
Chinatown, East Boston, Fenway-Kenmore,
Hyde Park, Roslindale,
and Roxbury.
Each bilingual installation will feature
English alongside one
of eight additional languages: Spanish, Russian, Simplified Chinese, Vietnamese, Arabic, Somali, Portuguese,
and Haitian Creole.
The Boston Parks
and Recreation Department teamed up

with the Boston Public
Library, the Highland
Street Foundation, the
New England Patriots
Foundation, and Xfinity to produce a series
of StoryWalk installations in ten neighborhood parks across the
city. After completing
the StoryWalk, City of
Boston residents are
invited to scan the QR
code and enter their
information to enter to
win one of five grand
prizes of a Kindle with
a three-month Kindle
Unlimited subscription
courtesy of Xfinity.
Many Boston Public
Library titles for youth
and adults are also
available to borrow via
the Kindle, at no cost.
Boston Public Library
branches near the installations will offer
activities for families to

enjoy. These activities
include craft activities,
book bundles, gardening
kits, and virtual live
book readings. Library
activities are available
in English unless otherwise noted; translation
and interpretation are
available on request.
The StoryWalk Project, created by Anne
Ferguson of Montpelier,
Vermont, and developed
in collaboration with
the Kellogg-Hubbard
Library, is an innovative
and delightful way for
children and adults to
enjoy both reading and
the outdoors. Laminated pages from children’s
books are attached to
wooden stakes and installed along outdoor
paths. As visitors stroll
through the park, they
are directed to the next
page in the story.

The distance between
stations will naturally
support social distancing, but visitors are
reminded to stay six
feet away from those
who are not members
of their own household.
Face coverings must be
worn in public parks.
If participants find the
StoryWalk to be crowded, they are encouraged
to come back another
time or choose a different StoryWalk location.
StoryWalk Installation Locations in
Dorchester and Mattapan:
Listen, Listen: English and Vietnamese
Ronan Park, 92 Mt.
Ida Road, Dorchester
This beautifully illustrated story explores the
different seasons and
the amazing sights and
sounds of nature.

Library Activity,
Fields Corner Branch
(1520 Dorchester Avenue, Dorchester):
Let’s Go to the Park:
English and Spanish
Savin Hill Park, 25
Caspian Way, Dorchester
This multicultural
board book lets young
children explore the
area in which they live.
The bold illustrations
show the people and
animals they will meet,
and objects that they
will see and hear.
Library activity, Uphams Corner Branch
(500 Columbia Road,
Dorchester):
Make-and-take crafts
available for families
for the duration of the
Storywalk installation
Earth Day Storytime on April 22nd at
10:30am on Zoom

“What Can You Find
in a Park” Storytime on
May 10th at 10:30am
on Zoom
Augustus and His
Smile: English and Haitian Creole
Hunt Playground, 40
Almont Street, Mattapan
Augustus goes on a
journey to find his lost
smile, and discovers so
much about the natural
world: shiny insects,
birds, mountains, fish,
and even a rainstorm.
Celebrate the beauty
of nature with this gorgeously illustrated tale.
Library activity, Mattapan Branch (1350
Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan):
Make-and-take crafts
available for families
for the duration of the
Storywalk installation

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
Dorchester Historical Society

Uphams Corner supermarketrevisited
Much of the following comes
from the National Register
description of the Uphams
Corner Market buildings.
The Uphams Corner Market, a simple fruit and vegetable store behind a simple
storefront and an early
predecessor of the modern
supermarket, was founded at
786 Dudley Street by brothers John and Paul Cifrino
in 1915. Like many other
merchants in their field, the
Cifrino brothers had immigrated to the United States
from Italy in the first decades
of the twentieth century.
In the 1920s they moved to
the Uphams Corner Market
complex at 600 -618 Columbia
Road , a gathering of three
buildings constructed and/or
occupied between 1920 and
1927. During its heyday in

This illustration shows the buildings at the time the Elm Farm chain opened its 38th store
at Columbia Road and Dudley Street in 1951.

the late 1920s, the Uphams
Corner Market encompassed
more than 50,000 square feet
of retail space, had a tremendous diversity of products
ranging from shoe repair to
a chop suey counter, and was
the largest general merchandise food market in the largest

residential section of Boston.
William Marnell, author
of Once Upon a Store (New
York 1971), worked as a
teenager at the Cifrino era
Uphams Corner Market.
He described the marketing
philosophy of the brothers
as simple: No credit ... No

deliveries ... Sell only the best
quality merchandise at prices
that substantially undercut
the competition. The Cifrino
brothers conveyed title to
the Uphams Corner Market
to United Markets, Inc., in
1928, staying on as managers
until 1933.

In 1934 they opened a
new store at 530 Gallivan
Boulevard, the first of what
would become the Supreme
Market group. By expanding
the self-service component of
the Uphams Corner Market
and by introducing onestop check out service, the
brothers established what
can correctly (technically) be
described as a super market.
  The Supreme Market
group later merged with
Purity Markets, setting up
the Purity Supreme chain of
supermarkets.
In 1951, the Elm Farm
Market chain opened its
38th store in the buildings
that formerly housed the
Uphams Corner Market.
The archive of these historical posts can be viewed on the
blog at dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OPEN HOUSE FOR POTENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION
JOBS AND
MWBE
OPPORTUNITIES
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
OPEN
HOUSE
FOR POTENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION JOBS AND MWBE OPPORTUNITIES

SESIÓN ABIERTA CON PARTICIPACIÓN COMUNITARIA SOBRE
ABIERTA CON
PARTICIPACIÓN COMUNITARIA
SOBRE
SESIÓN
POSIBLES
TRABAJOS
DE CONSTRUCCIÓN
Y OPORTUNIDADES
DE
POSIBLES TRABAJOS DE CONSTRUCCIÓN Y OPORTUNIDADES DE
MWBE
MWBE

ABERTU
KU KU
PARTICIPASON
POTENSIAL
TRABADJUS
SESON
ABERTU
PARTICIPASON KOMUNITÁRIU
KOMUNITÁRIU PAPA
POTENSIAL
TRABADJUS
SESON
DI KONSTRUSON Y
Y OPURTUNIDADIS
OPURTUNIDADIS DI MWBE
DI KONSTRUSON
DI MWBE
CỬA
TỰDO
DO ĐỂ
ĐỂ CỘNG
CỘNG ĐỒNG
TÌM
KIẾM
CÔNG
VIỆC VIỆC
SỰ KIỆN
MỞMỞ
CỬA
TỰ
ĐỒNG
TÌM
KIẾM
CÔNG
SỰ KIỆN
TIỀM NĂNG VỀ XÂY DỰNG VÀ CÁC CƠ HỘI MWBE
TIỀM NĂNG VỀ XÂY DỰNG VÀ CÁC CƠ HỘI MWBE
JOB OPPORTUNITIES:

The Dot Block team is sponsoring the first
of fourOPPORTUNITIES:
open houses for individuals interested in pursuing careers within the
JOB
trades. Community
construction
experience
or with
an interestininpursuing
pursuing acareers
career inwithin the
The Dot union
Blockconstruction
team is sponsoring
the firstmembers
of four with
open
houses for
individuals
interested
construction should attend to meet and greet representatives of the construction team including subcontractors and
nion construction
trades. Community members with construction experience or with an interest in pursuing a career in
union representatives including:
onstruction should attend
meet and greet
representatives
of the construction team including subcontractors and
• toMassachusetts
& Northern
New England Laborers
nion representatives including:
• North Atlantic States Carpenters
• houses
Massachusetts
& Northern
New
Laborers
Upcoming open
will include personnel
needs
forEngland
trade work
that will occur later in the project. (e.g. plumbing &
electrical work).
• North Atlantic States Carpenters

Upcoming open houses will include personnel needs for trade work that will occur later in the project. (e.g. plumbing &
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES:
lectrical work).
The Dot Block team believes in supporting local businesses and wishes to use local, minority and women owned
businesses wherever possible. The project needs include items ranging from construction supplies and materials
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES:
to food catering.

The Dot Block team believes in supporting local DATE
businesses
and wishes to use local, minority and women owned
& TIME
3, 2021
from 4:30PM
- 6:00PM from construction supplies and materials
usinesses wherever possible. The projectMay
needs
include
items ranging
o food catering.

DATE & TIME
LOCATION
& AGENDA
DotMay
Block3,Site
- 1203
Dorchester
Dorchester MA
2021
from
4:30PMAve,
- 6:00PM

4:00PM – 4:30PM
4:30PM – 5:15PM
5:15PM – 6:00PM
LOCATION

&

REGISTRATION
INFO/UNION PRESENTATIONS
NETWORKING
AGENDA

Dot Block Site - 1203 Dorchester Ave, Dorchester MA
4:00PM – 4:30PM
REGISTRATION
4:30PM – 5:15PM
INFO/UNION PRESENTATIONS
RSVP & INQUIRIES
5:15PM
– 6:00PM
NETWORKING
DE ASISTENCIA Y CONSULTAS
CONFIRMACIÓN

All attendees will be required to adhere to Massachusetts COVID -19 Protocols

RSVP Y INKÉRITUS
All attendees willVUI
be required
to adhere
COVID -19 Protocols
LÒNG XÁC
NHẬN to
VÀMassachusetts
GỬI THẮC MẮC

RSVP & INQUIRIES
CONFIRMACIÓN DE ASISTENCIA Y CONSULTAS
RSVP Y INKÉRITUS
VUI LÒNG XÁC NHẬN VÀ GỬI THẮC MẮC

anur@jm-a.com
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Editorial

Inside a gutted L Street: ‘It’ll be worth the wait’
Like most other facilities in the city of Boston,
the Curley Community Center in South Boston –
known to many as the L Street Bathhouse – closed
its doors last March when Covid-19 reached the
region. Unlike most other city facilities, it has not
re-opened.
City officials made the call to keep it closed and
speed up an existing plan to renovate the 70-yearold beachfront center in a massive rehabilitation
project that’s intended to make what many consider
the “crown jewel” of the city’s community centers
even more special.
It’s not a small project, either in scope or cost.
It was originally earmarked for a $15 million
upgrade, but the Walsh administration ended up
green-lighting a $24 million expenditure to make
the center, named for the legendary Boston Mayor
James Michael Curley, more grand than even the
Rascal King himself could’ve imagined.
The Reporter walked through the project last week
with Patrick Brophy, the outgoing chief of operations
for the city of Boston whose last day at City Hall
was on April 16, capping a career that began under
Mayor Tom Menino. The Curley Center is just one
of dozens of city buildings that Brophy and his team
have left their mark on over the years. This one,
clearly, is special.
L Street— as many members and neighbors call
it— is sui generis. Situated on Day Boulevard, it
features its own private beach along Dorchester
Bay that attracts a blend of Bostonians from all
generations. It’s one of the places in the city that
draws in people from all walks of life.
Contrary to stubborn stereotypes, that includes
the racial mix. And it has been a particular haven
for older Bostonians — self-described ‘Brownies’—
who’ve made a dip into the frigid waters of the
bay a New Year’s tradition. L Street is also home
to a popular running club that draws people from
well-beyond Southie’s side streets. Membership is
a very affordable $100 per year for adults who live
in the city. For seniors, it’s $40. If you’re a teenager
(12-18), it’s free.
So, when Brophy— at Mayor Marty Walsh’s direction— told a packed room of more than 200 people
back in October 2019 that the center would need
to close its doors for a couple of years, not everyone
was thrilled. But most understood: L Street was
long overdue for a makeover.
“What’s going to happen here is going to be the
nicest community center in all of Massachusetts,”
Brophy told the crowd.
Last month, soon-to-be-Secretary of Labor Walsh
took a walk through the still-gutted interior of the
Curley as one of his last stops as mayor. With the
walls down, you can pretty much see from one end
of the massive building to the other— a length of
several football fields, or nearly a quarter-mile.
The project is scheduled to be completed on budget
and on time by the end of this year. It may, in fact,
be one of the very first jobs of Boston’s next four-year
mayor to re-dedicate the space.
What will she or he see that day? For starters,
there will a spacious lobby area with large windows
affording sweeping views of the beach and bay largely
unavailable in the old structure. An upper floor solarium will allow natural light to pour down into the
L Street entry. And new windows are being added
to the Day Boulevard side to allow in more light.
The project is also aimed at making the Curley
more climate resilient with new flood barriers by
doorways to keep the high tides from swamping the
center. All new mechanical and heating equipment
has been installed and will be elevated— no longer
stored in the basement allowing water damage.
The Covid-19 shutdown last spring may have
worked a bit in the favor of the project, according to
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In the beginning, there was this massive space ...

Brophy, who notes that BCYF staff members were
able to inventory and remove old equipment and
office furniture ahead of schedule to allow demolition
and new construction work to start last October.
“The whole idea is to have the young and old
and Southie people and people from other neighborhoods come in, enjoy a space that’s right on the

City Hall photo

Atlantic Ocean, right in the middle of Boston,” said
Brophy. “It’s beautiful. At the city, Mayor Janey,
we are incredibly appreciative of the community’s
patience on this project; it is definitely going to be
worth the wait.”
–Bill Forry

Commentary

Questions we should ask about
Boston’s latest budget for BPSD
By Lawrence S. DiCara
Special to the Reporter
For many years, Boston’s mayors and members of
its City Council have increased the School Department’s budget on an annual basis as an indication
of their support for public education. The money
appropriated for schools marks an increase far
greater than for most any other city department.
Even as enrollment has declined and attendance
remains an issue of concern, the superintendent,
conforming to the precedent established by the many
other superintendents who have been brought to
Boston, continues to spend more dollars per capita
than the great majority of school districts in Massachusetts.
Money continues to flow into the system, even as
Boston faces a state receivership of approximately
3 out of 10 of the district’s schools. By most every
metric, many of the students in the Boston Public
Schools are not faring well, yet more and more
money keeps being spent on many things that are
not improving the quality of their education.
In light of the School Department’s significant
budget growth—and the corresponding mediocre or
disappointing progress of many BPS schools—the
following are some urgent concerns.
1. The BPS population has declined by more than
half in 50 years, yet the budget continues to increase
annually. This year’s increase is approximately 3
percent.
2. The BPS budget appears to provide millions
of dollars to schools that are emptying out. These
are probably schools which are underperforming/
under a form of receivership. I don’t blame parents
for not sending children to a school that does not
function. Would it not make more sense to empty
out those schools and redistribute the teachers and
the students?
3. The BPS budget continues to provide more
money per capita than the majority of other school
districts in the Commonwealth. Something is awry
when close to one-third of our schools under “underperforming/under receivership.” The number is
approximately $23,500 per child.
4. A cursory glance at the budget suggests the ratio
of administrators to teachers is higher than it was
50 years ago. These are our tax dollars, as well as
state and federal grants. Indeed, Boston taxpayers
fill the School Department’s coffers annually—to
the tune of $1.3 billion just in city funding. This
does not include the approximately $400 million
that the district anticipates receiving in federal

education stimulus.
5. Don’t we have our priorities reversed? In spite
of tough economic conditions over the past year, the
recommended budget for next fiscal year is based on
an expected revenue increase of $142 million, which
is 3.9 percent above the current fiscal year. Why not
trim some of the costs that we find excessive and
hire a tutor for every child? It is very clear, given
the state receivership that resulted from an analysis
of metrics, that a level of spending comparable to
affluent suburbs, if misdirected and not targeted
at student learning, does not guarantee successful
schools.
6. Is money being spent to retrofit classrooms
that may never be used, to pay bus drivers who
are not driving buses, and to pay contracts to those
who cannot provide services, given that students
are not accessible? The current budget references
$107 million for transportation—now budgeted to
increase to $112 million next fiscal year—and over
$90 million for “contracted services” and “contracted
educational services.” Instead of pouring resources
into transportation our students cannot use now
or for the foreseeable future and wasting money on
contracts with organizations incapable of accessing
children during the pandemic, would we not be better
served by investing directly in our dedicated classroom teachers, supporting their efforts to educate
our children?
7. Students attending Boston Public Schools should
be given the same quality education as those who go
to schools outside of the district as part of the METCO program. That there is a significant difference
in quality should be worrying to city leadership and
reflects inadequate progress in improving school
quality.
8. Likewise, every day some 10,000 children from
across the city go to charter schools. There are waiting
lists for METCO and for charter schools. Parents
have spoken with their feet. How can Boston’s leaders allow such flight from the city’s public schools
to continue?
The people of Boston deserve the best school
system money can afford. They deserve the best
teachers to be hired. The questions that the City
Council must consider, including those suggested
above, are serious and will have ramifications well
into the future.
Lawrence S. DiCara is a Dorchester native and
Boston attorney who served on the Boston City Council
and was a candidate for mayor of Boston in 1983.
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Earth Day 2021: Improving land access,
food production in urban communities
By John Lebeaux
The events of the past year have highlighted the
strengths and weaknesses of our food system, and
the importance of investing in urban food production
and land access. The pandemic has significantly
increased food insecurity in Massachusetts, while
agricultural and food businesses have suffered due
to supply chain disruptions and loss of key markets.
This year’s spotlight on racial injustice has also
illuminated the disparities in land access and food
production in urban and minority communities.
Access to land is essential for those who seek to increase productive green spaces, specifically for fresh
food production. At the Massachusetts Department
of Agricultural Resources (MDAR), we recognize
the importance of land sovereignty within urban
neighborhoods as it contributes to environmental
justice and ensuring equity for Black, Indigenous
and People of Color (BIPOC) farmers. Nationally,
the USDA’s 2017 Agricultural Census indicates
that 95 percent of commercial farmers are white
and own 98 percent of farmland.
In an earlier report, the USDA estimated that
less than a quarter of this farmland would be made
available to non-relatives, thus highlighting that
access to land ultimately determines who will be
able to successfully farm. Land ownership is key
for the stability of a farm, allowing for long-term
investments for infrastructure to improve its profitability and food production.
MDAR’s commitment to advance urban food production in low- to moderate-income communities in
the Commonwealth was established with the creation of its Urban Agriculture Program. Since 2013,
nearly 90 projects designed to increase production,
processing, and marketing of produce grown and
sold in urban centers across Massachusetts have
been funded through the program. The program
has also provided resources for community gardens,
increasing access to fresh food for urban residents.

Both of these initiatives address the various challenges of small-scale farming and food production
in densely populated areas.
But we know this is not enough to resolve these
long-standing disparities and injustices. In response
to food insecurity issues created by the pandemic,
last year the Baker-Polito Administration created
the Food Security Infrastructure Grant Program,
which has now awarded over $35 million to awardees
including food banks and urban farms to build a
more resilient food system in the Commonwealth
and connect healthy, local food to underserved
communities.
Last year, MDAR began the process of creating a
strategic plan to address Environmental Justice, a
key initiative for the Baker-Polito Administration,
which will outline actions for promoting and integrating environmental justice considerations across
all of our programs, policies, and activities. We
are also committed to improving equal access and
meaningful involvement for all constituents, with
respect to environmental protection and the equitable development, implementation, and accessibility
to information and resources, such as land.
We continue to work with our partners and grantees to ensure opportunities in the agricultural sector
are accessible for environmental justice communities. A great example can be found in Boston, where
farming advocates are working to reclaim urban
spaces for local food production. The Urban Farming
Institute (UFI) serves the communities of Roxbury,
Dorchester, and Mattapan through its innovative
farmer training initiative, education programing,
food production business, and a community land
trust for urban farms.
Our agency provided $30,000 to the Urban
Farming Institute to convert three vacant sites in
Dorchester and Roxbury into farmland. From this
initial investment, UFI has grown into a premier
farming organization, increasing its footprint in

environmental justice communities with additional production spaces, including two greenhouses,
one of which is now supporting other beginning
community farmers so they may nurture their new
farm ventures.
UFI’s land trust will preserve and protect land
for generations to come, creating more opportunities
for land sovereignty and supporting neighborhoods
to become healthier and self-sustaining. Their farming network provides opportunities for residents to
access fresh, nutritious food, and is contributing to
the economic and environmental resilience of these
communities by localizing the food system.
Another critical community organization is the
Boston Farms Community Land Trust, which has
been working since 2017 to secure vacant lots for
farm sites, providing opportunities for BIPOC farmers within the sited neighborhoods.
Organizations like these across the Commonwealth are creating solutions for addressing fresh
food access as well as land access for BIPOC farmers.
Yet there is more to be done and with the Baker-Polito
Administration’s directive for an enhanced Environmental Justice plan, MDAR is working to ensure
that we address historically underserved farmers
through our programmatic work and our policies.
As we celebrate Earth Day this year, we are
committed to finding solutions by working with our
agricultural and community partners for greater
access to land and local food production for all
residents, especially in environmental justice and
urban communities.
John Lebeaux is the Commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources

Let’s think trees as part of cleanup of the X-way mess
(Continued from page 1)

are being planted, can’t compensate for the carbon
removal, pollution reduction, and summer cooling
effects of the mature trees they replace.
The intersection of the above and your article is
the idea that there need to be trees planted along
the side of the expressway wherever possible, such
as along the edge of McConnell park.”
Of course! This is a great idea.
Tree planting has become a goal of many cities,
including Boston, over the past 20 years. In 2008,
Mayor Tom Menino announced that Boston would
plant 100,000 trees by 2020, thereby expanding
Boston’s tree canopy by 20 percent. The same year,
New York City set a goal of planting a million trees.
While New York met its goal, Boston failed miserably.
When Menino announced his 2008 plan, Boston’s tree
canopy was stated as 29 percent. When then-Mayor
Walsh announced his Urban Forest Plan last year,
the canopy was given as 27 percent.
Why is this important? Climate change and health.
Trees soak up carbon emissions and curb energy
use, reducing what is called the urban heat island
and preventing extreme heat conditions in summer.
On the issue of health, a US Environmental Protection Agency EnviroAtlas Fact Sheet states the
following:
“Harmful air pollutants such as airborne particles,
nitrogen dioxide, and carbon monoxide are found in
high concentrations along busy roadways. Elevated
levels of these pollutants, relative to community
averages, can persist as much as 300 meters or more
from the road edge. Tree cover near busy roadways
may act as a buffer from these pollutants, helping

to reduce their concentrations…
“When compared with the rest of the population,
people who live, work, and go to school near roads are
at a greater risk for adverse health effects associated
with near-road air pollution, such as respiratory and
cardiovascular symptoms, poor birth outcomes, and
premature mortality…
“Tree cover adjacent to busy roadways has been
shown to alter concentrations of ultrafine particles
and other hazardous air pollutants emitted by traffic… Studies show that the tree canopy is capable
of filtering air pollutants and diverting the polluted
airstream upwards and laterally, where it can mix
with cleaner air and become diluted.”
Planting trees along the Southeast Expressway,
the major highway entering Boston, will not only
extend the tree canopy, but it will also reduce air,
noise, and visual pollution for the neighborhoods
that endure the burden of suburban transit into
the city. And better yet, much of the land on which
the trees can be planted is public land.
This is not a new idea. Dating back decades.
dozens of states and cities across the nation have
planted trees adjacent to interstate highways. When
I’m traveling to New York City, my GPS often takes
me via the Merritt Parkway in Connecticut, built
between 1934 and 1940, which literally runs through
a linear forest. Nearby, Cranston, Rhode Island, in
2014 announced a plan to plant buffer trees along
Route 95 along a section of the municipality, evergreens “planted to serve as a noise and visual buffer
between the interstate and the houses,” according
to a July 15, 2014 article in the Providence Journal.
This is a no-brainer. Last October, City Hall issued
a request for proposals for an Urban Forestry plan

with a budget of $500,000, and the city has $1.7
million meant for trees this year. Why Boston has
not heretofore bothered to plant buffer trees along
the Southeast Expressway is a mystery. As our governments clean up the mess along the Expressway,
it should also be planting trees.
That proposition will be an agenda item for the
May 3 meeting of the Columbia-Savin Hill Civic
Association, and it should be raised by other civic
associations along the Expressway. It’s time to get
this idea into the city’s and state’s budgets.

Benefits of attending an
Adult Day Health Center (ADHC)
Loneliness and social isolation has had a dramatic
impact on many of us this past year. This public
health risk is especially significant in older adults
and can result in serious medical conditions
including a 50% increased risk of dementia.
Studies show that older adults attending day
centers and their caregivers have a better quality
of life and improved wellbeing. Adult Day Health
Centers vary in their programs and service and it
is important to find a center that can meet your
individual needs. There are some centers that
focus on social programs and other that specialize
in medical, therapeutic or dementia care
The most common services offered at Adult Day
Health Centers may include the following:
• Counseling
• Education
• Exercise
• Health screening
• Meals
• Medical Care

• Medication Management
• Physical/ Occupational Therapy
• Recreational activities
• Respite care
• Socialization
• Transportation

We invite you to contact the Harbor Health, Program of
All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly to learn more about
the offerings and benefits of our Adult Day Health
Center in your neighborhood. Please contact us at 617533-2497 or www.hhsi.us

Debris litters fenced-off space near Expressway.

Bill Walczak photo
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The Louis D. Brown Peace Institute:
25 years of pressing unity and healing
(Continued from page 1)

the quarter-century anniversary of the event.
They started on April
5 with “Mindfulness
Monday” and will end on
Fri., May 7, with a rest
day, to be followed by the
virtual Walk for Peace at
9 a.m. on Mother’s Day,
Sun., May 9.
While this year’s Walk
will look different from
past events, Chéry is excited about the program
she and her team have
planned.
“Because it’s 25 years,
we really want to celebrate,” Chéry said.
“[NBC10 Boston anchor]
Latoyia Edwards and I
are emceeing it together.
Apart from that, we have
a lineup of incredible
speakers. We have a
mother, [Sarah Flint],
whose son [James Flint]
was killed over 30 years

ago—even before I started doing this work. She’s
going to share her journey of being part of the
Survivors [of Homicide
Victims] Network. And
then another mother
from the Virgin Islands,
Bernadette, [from a sister organization], is going to share her journey
and how’s she’s training
law enforcement on best
practices.”
The online walk will
also include US Rep.
Ayanna Pressley, US
Sen. Edward Markey,
Mayor Kim Janey, and
other “people who want
to share the importance
of the last 25 years of us
doing this work.”
Although the LBDPI
has made great strides in
educating young Bostonians about peace, raising awareness around
homicide survivors, and

training city officials
and other stakeholders,
Chéry called the longevity of the Mother’s Day
Walk “bittersweet.”
“I wish I didn’t have
to do this,” she said.
“Yet, at the same time,
it’s an honor for us to
let society know, our
elected officials know,
our community know,
that we’re not alone.
That’s the power of commitment and the power
of survivors of homicide
victims, that when we’re
called to do the work, we
do it. We’re focused on
transformation and unity and healing. We can’t
wait for the government
to tell us that we are
worthy of remembering,
celebrating, honoring.
We have to be the ones
to create that space for
healing. To let us know
we’re not alone and we’re

making an impact and
we have to continue to
do it. Nobody’s going to
do it for us.”
To that end, Chéry
issued an invitation to
Dorchester residents to
show up for the virtual
walk and show their support. “The hardest part
of what we do with this
walk is raising money,”
Chéry said. “We need to
raise $600,000 so that
we can continue to transform the way that society
responds to homicide. As
an organization led by
Black and Latina women, raising money isn’t
easy, so we rely on funds
from the Mother’s Day
Walk for Peace.” These
unrestricted funds help
the LBDPI cover funeral
costs for grieving families, provide backpacks
of necessities to people
leaving prison, help fam-

SAVE THE DATE

D OT F E S T
A Community Carnival

May 20th, 2021
To learn more, please visit:
DotFest.Org

A poster for the last in-person Walk for Peace. This
year’s will take place on May 9 in a virtual format.

ilies move or get hotel
rooms after a homicide,
and pay staff members.
“Most funders don’t
want to give you money
for human capital, but it
takes people to run each
program,” Chéry added.
“When it’s poor Black
people, people expect
us to do everything on
a shoestring. When it’s
someone else helping
Black people, the resources are there.”
In addition to covering
operating costs with
funds from the Mother’s
Day Walk, the LDBPI
hopes to create a community center in Dorchester
to provide Peace Curriculum and resources
to families impacted by
murder, teachers, and
nonprofit organizations.
Although the Mother’s
Day Walk provides vital
resources to the LDBPI,
the message it sends
about Dorchester and
other Boston neighborhoods runs far deeper,
Chéry believes.

“I love my city and especially my community,”
she said. “We are more
than what our media
portrays us to be. When
something bad happens
in a white community,
they’re treated with
dignity and compassion
and resources. When
something happens in
an urban setting, we’re
blaming victims. And it
can’t be that. We want to
show people who we are
as Dorchester. To remind
people that Dorchester
is a place where you can
come, live, play. We’re
filled with resources.
It’s my community that
has really embraced and
sustained us. Join us. If
you can’t join us, send the
information out. Help us
reach our goal.”
To register for the 2021
Mother’s Day Walk for
Peace or make a donation, visit 25th Annual
Mother’s Day Walk for
Peace (mothersdaywalk4peace.org).

Junk Car Removal
Cash
Paid

Call Dave’s Towing
for more information

781-929-5323

THE CITY OF BOSTON CAN HELP YOU
save money on your water and sewer bill.
Boston Water and Sewer Commission now provides seniors and
disabled homeowners a 30% discount on the sewer portion of their
monthly bill to go with the 30% discount on water. New discount
automatically applied to those already signed up. Are you eligible
but don’t presently get a discount? Call 617-989-7800 to get signed up.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh

#BOSCanHelp

BOS:311

Fast
Service
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‘IT’S JUST ONE STEP’

(Continued from page 1)

demonstrate peacefully.
And she asked for empathy from police officers.
“For my brothers and
sisters in law enforcement who may be called
out because of demonstrations, I ask that
you try and understand
the immense pain and
trauma, frustration and
anguish some of us are
feeling,” she said.
“Hopefully it opens the
door toward more prosecutions,” said Brock
Satter, a member of
Mass. Action Against
Police Brutality. The
organization calls for
the prosecution of police
officers who kill people,
and the reopening of past
cases of police violence.
Satter called the verdict a victory for the
broader protest movement against police
brutality, and pointed
toward the swift arrest of Kim Potter, the
now former officer in
suburban Minnesota
charged with manslaughter last week after she shot and killed
Daunte Wright during
a traffic stop.
“There’s a sense that
they don’t want to see
those 30 million people
out on the streets,” Satter said, referencing the
mass movement sparked
by the death of George
Floyd last May.
[InWashington, Con-

gresswoman Ayanna
Pressley issued a statement saying, “Despite
today’s guilty verdict,
this system can never deliver true justice
for George Floyd and
his family. True justice
would be George Floyd,
alive today, at home with
his fiancé, children, and
siblings.
“The truth is that we
never expected justice
from this trial. We demanded accountability.
Today, a jury delivered accountability and
Chauvin will face consequences for his actions.
“To be clear, the legal system in America
remains deeply unjust.
No one should die the
way George Floyd did. A
person’s murder should
not have to garner global attention to result in
accountability.
“We can’t bring George
Floyd back, but we can,
and we must, legislate
to deliver the critical resources our communities
need to be freed from the
endless loop of trauma
we are experiencing
daily.
“Our communities
have been profiled. We
have been surveilled.
We have been brutalized.
We have been murdered.
And now we need precise,
intentional policies to
stop the cycle of trauma
and death.
“I will continue my

work to end qualified
immunity, the fundamentally unjust legal
doctrine that has allowed so many who
commit egregious acts
of state-sanctioned violence to evade accountability.”
President Biden said
the guilty verdict against
former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin “can be a moment of
significant change” for
the United States as it
grapples with systemic
racism.
President Biden and
Vice President Kamala
Harris addressed the
nation on Tuesday night,
after the guilty verdicts.
“It was a murder in
the full light of day, and
it ripped the blinders off
for the whole world to
see [systemic racism],”
Biden said from the
White House, calling
American racism “a stain
on our nation’s soul.”
He urged Americans
to confront the issues
raised by Floyd’s murder.
“’I can’t breathe.’ We
can’t let those words die
with him. We must not
turn away, we can’t turn
away,” he said.
Harris told the Floyd
family, “This is a day
of justice in America,”
adding, “We really do
believe that with your
leadership and the president that we have in the
White House that we’re
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going to make something
good come out of this
tragedy, OK?”]
In Boston’s Nubian
Square, people shared
news of the verdict. Michael Terry, of Roxbury,
was on the bus when he
heard the verdict. He
said he felt happy that
this trial didn’t end like
others involving police —
like the acquittal of the
officers accused of beating Rodney King in 1992.
But Terry said he›s also
sad for Floyd›s family.
“Maybe that will make
people change, the police
will act a little more differently with people of
color,” he said. “You don’t
take people’s lives for a
little foolish misdemeanor. A man’s life is gone.”
Kelli Ware, of Roxbury,
said she was proud the
jury made the right decision. She said she was
yelling out her window
that Chauvin was guilty.
“It’s just one step,” she
said, noting that there
are many others brutalized by police. “There
are so many unnamed
thousands. And so many
here, living.”
The Rev. Willie
Bodrick, pastor at Roxbury’s Twelfth Baptist
Church, said the Chauvin verdict is what the
community deserved.
“What we saw in
George Floyd’s life being
taken, it was problematic,” he said. “It was a
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A cyclist stopped at a red light at Malcolm X. Boulevard in Nubian Square in Roxbury with a sign
reading “CHAUVIN GUILTY ON ALL 3.”
Jesse Costa/WBUR photo

travesty to our system. It
was murder. And that’s
the guilty verdict we received. And so I believe
that we didn’t feel passed
by in this moment.”
Bodrick said his church
plans to hold a healing
service Friday at 6 p.m.
In a statement, Gov.
Charlie Baker, who had
put the National Guard
on watch before the verdicts were announced,
said they showed that
Chauvin was not above
the law.
“But as the countless,
tragic events that took
place at the hands of
law enforcement before
and after George Floyd’s
death make clear, there
is much to do to correct,
reform and reimagine
the way law enforcement officers are trained,
and how they and their
departments are held
accountable for their
actions,” Baker said.
For Boston police detective Larry Ellison,

the verdict didn’t bring
relief exactly — but hope.
Ellison, who is a board
member and former
president of the Massachusetts Association of
Minority Law Enforcement Officers, wants
to see lasting change in
how police interact with
the public.
“Is it momentary? Is
there a lesson here for
other police officers who
act in this way — that
accountability is going to
be driving the day going
forward?” he asked. “We
are not to exact revenge,
but justice on the public.”
The Boston branch of
the NAACP said in a
statement that the verdict signaled “hope that
our country’s moral compass is not completely
lost; hope that our nation
can live up to its ideals
and realize justice for
Black lives in America.”
With reporting from
WBUR’s Shannon Dooling.

THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS!
Secure sponsorship of our Bankers and Tradesman listings once every month now!
Call 617-436-1222 x 14 or email AdDesk@dotnews.com for more information.

Buyer
Berard, Lauren		
Benelli, Colin R
Kiley, Caroline
Ooi, Chee K
Werner, Devon M
Victory Human Svcs Inc		
Dudley Street T LLC		
5-9 Tovar Street LLC		
203-205 Bowdoin St Rlty		
KAS Realty LLC		
Le, Khanh Q		
KNK LLC		
90 Adams Street LLC		
Brown, Tanysha
Brown, Tawanda
Truong, Van
Quoc-Truong, William
Constitution Prop LLC		
45 Dorset Development LLC		
Naso, Jasmine
Gawron, William
Riley, John M
Riley, Lauren E
Polacco, Michael		
Brewster, Kyle
Ramos, Gwendolyn
Gaston, Joshua		
Payne, Roberto
Smaoui-Payne, Karima
Paris, Karen
Mccall, Monnikue
Calixte, Pierre L
Calixte, Sandy Z
Bradshaw, Grace
Harding, Jeremy
Jay Elite LLC		
Nguyen, Vu T
Garcia, Michelle M
Ducie, Amanda		
Smock, Paul L
Zaborowski-Smock, B A
Springer, Daniel		
Ehrhardt, Shana
Ehrhardt, Daniel
Houle, Patrick M
Rugo, Nathaniel R
Jean, Jaunasse
Akehi, Yukiko
Lucero, Lisa M		
Perdios, Donald S
Perdios, Denise J

Seller 	Address 		
Siraj, Mustapha
Nourfatane, Nahida
Johnston, Erin F
Johnson, David G
Veranis Ralph A Est
Nave, Rita
Senesie, Albert T
Senesie, Augusta
Rosa, Michael P
Rosa, Claire S
BREC Properties LLC			
Ziogas, Demetrios			
Dot Realty Holdings LLC			
Wedgeworth, Johnny			
60 Mather Street LLC			
Merlin Park RT
Mcnamara, Frank
Shephard, Lee A			
Dennehy INT
Dennehy, William F
Feist, Eric C			
Olszewski, Ewa			
Flynn, Owen
Zieno-Flynn, Joanna
Lisa Hyde RET
Harigan, Michele
Cruz, Jose M			
Nicholson, Kimberley M			
Henderson, Lorraine			
Griffin, Priscilla			
Coat, Joseph
Thomas, Jessica
Frederick, Olga A			
Barron, Samuel M			
Strong, Anthony			
Ibrahim, Michael W
Siskavich, Blake
Wilson, Timothy			
Munger, Jacquelyn P
Munger, Harold P
Goff, Veronica M			
Meola, Jeffrey
Meola, Krista
Agrawal, Anuj			
10 York Place LLC			
Goodwin Saco LLC			
Wedgeworth, Johnny
Wedgeworth, Jossie

2089 Dorchester Ave #11
166 Ashmont St #5
43 Sydney St		
461 Washington St
620 Dudley St		
5 Tovar St		
203-205 Bowdoin St
40 Melbourne St
1672 Dorchester Ave
60 Mather St		
90 Adams St		
14 Waterlow St
643-645 Adams St
80 Beaumont St #202
45 Dorset St		
11 Glide St		
55 Bearse Ave		
22 Maryland St
80 Gladeside Ave
47 Newcroft Cir
48 Cedar St		
15-17 Caddy Rd
112 Hazelton St
296 Savin Hill Ave #2
18-20 Cedar St #2
942-944 Dorchester Ave #1
37 Moseley St #2
26 Cedar St #26
57 Hecla St #3
51 Coffey St #51
3 Roslin St #2		
5 Hurlcroft Ave #7
7 Saco St #5		
4 Sawyer Ave		

Mattapan		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Mattapan		
Mattapan		
Mattapan		
Mattapan		
Mattapan		
Dorchester		
Mattapan		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Mattapan		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		
Dorchester		

Date

Price

03/25/21
04/01/21
03/31/21
03/31/21
03/29/21
03/31/21
03/31/21
04/01/21
03/30/21
03/30/21
03/31/21
03/31/21
04/02/21
04/01/21
04/01/21
03/29/21
03/29/21
03/31/21
04/02/21
03/31/21
04/01/21
03/24/21
03/29/21
03/30/21
03/31/21
04/01/21
04/02/21
04/01/21
04/01/21
03/31/21
03/29/21
03/26/21
03/29/21
03/30/21

$305,000
580,000
880,000
746,000
1,627,500
1
450,000
1,299,000
1,310,000
570,000
1,500,000
640,000
877,000
255,000
1,450,000
900,000
600,000
1,100,000
550,000
640,000
625,000
675000
740,000
685,000
197,000
545,000
605,000
625,000
415,000
865,000
549,900
637,000
640,000
1,500,000

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper. It is reprinted with permission from the publisher, The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com
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8 in 10 cite racism as problem
By Simón Rios
WBUR Reporter

The vast majority of
Boston voters believe
racism is a serious issue
facing the city, according
to the recently Dorchester Reporter-WBUR-The
Boston Foundation poll
released last week.
Gail Coutain of Mattapan — originally from
Trinidad and Tobago
— said in an interview
that she has experienced
racism first-hand. Like
when a man at a gas
station recently told her
to go back to her country.
She even hears insensitive comments from
white colleagues at her
job in state government.
She recounted: “Statements like, ‘I’m so sick
of hearing about Black
Lives Matter... who really cares?’ So I looked

at her and I said, ‘Do
you realize I’m Black?’
[And she said] ‘I don’t
mean you, you’re fine.’ I
excuse some of it because
it’s unconscious, but it’s
there.”
Coutain says her department has yet to offer
racial sensitivity training to employees - but
she’s hoping that changes soon. While racism
isn’t new, she thinks she
has seen a clear increase
in anti-Black racism
since Donald Trump was
elected.
Overall, roughly 80
percent of respondents
said racism was a very
serious or somewhat serious problem in the city.
The survey also found
that 44 percent of Black
Boston voters — and
33 percent of Hispanics
— said they have expe-

rienced discrimination
over the past year, compared to 10 percent of
white voters. The poll did
not include large enough
samples to provide similar statistics for other
race and ethnic groups.
But Elizabeth Corbett
of Dorchester is among
the 1 in 6 white voters
in the WBUR poll who
take a different view in
the discussion. “I don’t
see or hear racism as a
problem daily here,” she
says. “It’s definitely a
problem in America, but
as far as the city itself, I
don’t feel like it’s as bad
as it is in many other
states.”
This story was first
published by WBUR
90.9FM on April 15. The
Reporter and WBUR
share content through a
media partnership.

CODMAN
P ROV I D E R S
AG R E E:

THE COVID-19
VACCINE WILL
HELP PROTECT
YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY.

April 22, 2021

Rent control favored
By Simón Rios
WBUR Reporter

More than three-quarters of Boston voters support rent control to rein
in soaring housing costs,
according to a Dorchester
Reporter-WBUR-The
Boston Foundation poll
published last week.
One rent control supporter is Maria Mangiafico of East Boston,
who said she has lived
in Eastie for 65 years
and has seen a huge improvement in the neighborhood over that time.
But the development
has also come at a price.
“It’s really a beautiful
neighborhood, but because of improving it, the
rents have gone way up,”
she said. “It’s ridiculous.
And almost everybody
I know who didn’t own
property, they had to
leave.”

GET THE SHOT!

But 39-year-old Benjamin Tocchi of Brighton
has mixed feelings on the
issue. He said he agrees
with the aims of capping
rents for tenants, but
he worries what that
could mean for property
owners.
“It’s not even just create affordability, it’s
that we want to encourage long-term tenancy,”
Tocchi said. “But on the
flipside, we also need to
ensure that landlords
make a sufficient profit
that they want to invest
in their properties.”
The poll also found 8
in 10 poll respondents
supported building more
housing near MBTA stations, a measure some
advocates have proposed
to help promote public transit and reduce
traffic.
But a majority of voters oppose letting de-

velopers build fewer
parking spaces for new
apartments and condo
buildings. Some housing advocates argue the
current parking requirements increase the cost of
housing and discourage
new development. But
without the rules, others
worry it could become
even harder to park in
the city.
The survey also found
that 71 percent of Boston
residents think housing
in the city has become
unaffordable for people
like themselves. People
of all income levels and
age groups agreed with
the sentiment.
This article was first
published by WBUR
90.9FM on April 14,
2021. The Reporter and
WBUR share content
through a media partnership.

presents:
FEATURED Dorchester-themed
TRIVIA
CHEFS
JAZZ by
SLEEPING BEE
SILENT
RAFFLE
AUCTION
50Kitchen

Dorchester Brewing

Oasis Vegan Veggie Parlor

224 Boston

DW Brewpub

One Family Diner

American Provisions

El Barrio Mexican Grill

Patʼs Pizza

Ashmont Grill

Family Affair Restaurant & Catering

Phillips Chocolates

Báhn Mì Ba Lẹ

Ghost Pepper Taco & Tequila Bar

Restaurante Cesaria

The Blarney Stone

home.stead bakery & café

Shanti Indian Cuisine

Bobby Fish Market

The Ice Creamsmith

Sweet Life Bakery & Café

Boston Harbor Distillery

The Industry

Sweet Teez Bakery

The Bowery Bar

Irie Jamaican Style Restaurant

Tavolo Ristorante

Bred

Lower Mills Tavern

Top Shelf Cookies

Chill on Park

Lucyʼs American Tavern

Clarkeʼs Cakes & Cookies

McKennaʼs Cafe

Zia Gianna
Italian Bakery & Caffe

Murlʼs Kitchen

I GOT MY COVID-19 VACCINE!

WHEN IT’S YOUR TURN,

dotnews.com

SPEND AN HOUR WITH US ON ZOOM &
S U P P O RT M A H A & OU R D ORC H E S T E R R E S TAU R A N TS !

FUCHSIA MITCHELL, MD

PEDIATRICS

codman is working with boston medical
center to vaccinate our patients against
covid-19. to learn more about how you
can get vaccinated, visit codman.org
CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG

JOIN US ON

T H U R S DAY

VIRTUAL
FESTIVITIES
BEGIN @ 7PM

Tickets: $25 / $50 / $100
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Five Ways to Save
Money in College
At Bunker Hill Community College (BHCC),
helping students succeed means helping them
achieve a balance between their education and
their personal lives.

Poll: Most Boston
parents want students
in classrooms by fall
(Continued from page 1) Keila of Roxbury said.

we don’t know. It’s up in
the air at this point.”
While White worries
about keeping her niece
from contracting the virus, she also weighs the
additional mental health
supports her niece could
receive if she were going
into a school building
each day. The girl’s
mother had a stroke in
February last year, one
month after giving birth
to another child.
Each parent who spoke
to WBUR mentioned
mental health as a top
concern.
“Number one after this
year, I think kids need
mental health services,”
said Kevin English of the
West End, who is the
parent of a 14-year-old
and 5-year-old. “Kids
have been through more
than people realize. And
I think kids need to talk
about what they’ve been
through.”
According to the poll,
more parents preferred
spending federal funding on small group or
one-on-one tutoring and
mental health supports
rather than summer
school.
More than two-thirds
of the parent respondents said they would
like to see an expansion
of early education.
“I’m not a professional
teacher, so I don’t know
how to teach my daughter what she needs,”

Do you have news
to share
about you
and your family?
Send in your
people items to
newseditor
@dotnews.com
or reach us on
Twitter @DotNews

She asked WBUR not
use her last name in order to protect daughter’s
privacy. “She needs to go
to school. She needs to
interact with kids and
not only me.”
She wished there were
more vouchers available
for families to enroll
their kids in preschool.
She said it’s most important for Boston leaders
to understand the toll
the pandemic has taken
on everyone, especially
families, and that they
need help with their
mental help.
“It’s been hard,” she
said. “I’ve lost a lot of
people and haven’t been
working and just staying
inside — I’ve been very
mentally drained.”
This story was first
published by WBUR
90.9FM on April 15,
2021. The Reporter and
WBUR share content
through a media partnership.

Before classes start, our financial aid team ensures
that students understand all available options, and
work with students to set a foundation for life-long
financial health.

NOTICE
The Dorchester Historical
Society is always looking for
photographs and high school
yearbooks from Dorchester’s
past.
Due to the pandemic, the Society is
closed to the public at this time.

1

Apply for Financial Aid—Our tuition is among
the lowest in the state, and half of students
receive financial aid. Submit your Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at studentaid.gov.
BHCC’s School Code 011210.

2

Maximize Savings through Transfer—
By starting at BHCC, you could lower the
cost of your bachelor’s degree by as much as
50% through programs such as MassTransfer and
Commonwealth Commitment, the City of Boston’s
Tuition-Free Community College Plan (for Boston
Public Schools’ graduates who qualify) or the
MassGrant program for degree-seeking, full-time
community college students.

3
4

Apply for Scholarships and Awards—BHCC
awards nearly $750K in scholarships each year.

Gain experience with Paid Internships—
We’ll help you find the right internship
experience for your career goals. Our internship
partners range from nonprofit, civic and cultural
organizations to corporate partners such as State
Street and HubSpot.

5

Choose a Payment Plan—Monthly and
bi-weekly payment plans make it easy to pay
your tuition.
We look forward to welcoming you to BHCC.
Take our Virtual Tour at bhcc.edu/virtualtour

William Clapp House, 195 Boston Street
Lemuel Clap House, 199 Boston Street
James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org

bhcc.edu

1555 Series Vinyl Replacement Windows
2020 Energy Star Qualified
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The untold story of Hannah Glidden Myrick of Dorchester,
an early champion of gender equity in the field of medicine
By Isaque Rezende
Special to the Reporter

Hannah Glidden Myrick
was among the small number
of women who graduated from
medical school by the turn of
the 20th century. Her path to
The Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine was not an
easy one, starting with her
early education at Boston’s
Boys Latin School after being
granted a rare exception as
a female student. She went
on to graduate from Smith
College in 1896 and four
years later became one of the
first women to earn a medical
degree from Johns Hopkins at
a time when women were generally excluded from medical
education.
She was born on Aug. 31,
1871, to James Howe & Mary
Converse Myrick at their lofty,
wood-framed house that once
stood at 58 Sumner St. in
Dorchester. Her father had
success, beginning in the late
1840s, in the town of Tignish
on Canada’s Prince Edward
Island, where he managed
three stores offering fishing
supplies, clothing, and various dry goods. He married
Mary Converse Merrill in
Dorchester in 1854 and they
maintained the house on
Sumner Street as well as a
home in Tignish where the
family spent their summers.
The Myrick family left behind a strong legacy in Tignish
after supporting the community in various ways, including
the building of a wharf with
railroad access to facilitate
the importing and exporting
of goods. The youngest of five
children, Hannah was best
described by her great-grandniece through marriage, Carolyn E. Myrick, in the following
excerpt from her book, “The
Myricks of Tignish”:
“She was the youngest in her
generation and, from all I can
gather, the liveliest, with plenty of backbone. She had a keen,
quick mind and wanted to be a
doctor like Dr. Josiah Myrick
and Dr. John Converse before
her. She displayed an early
interest in anatomy by dissecting crabs on the dining room
table. Hannah attended Miss
Clark’s school in Dorchester,
then Miss Wesselhopt’s; but
she was a misfit at all these
institutions, because she did
not ‘behave like a lady.’”
Myrick wanted to attend
Boys Latin School, which
offered requisite college preparatory courses that would
allow her to pursue a career
in medicine. Her parents
were willing to enroll her into
Girls Latin School, but at her
pleading, she and her father
met with the superintendent
of the all-boys school to make
arrangements for her to enroll
there, which included hiring a
tutor for her to learn Latin and
Greek. She graduated in 1892
at age 20, went on to earn her
BA degree from Smith College
before pursuing the medical
degree at Johns Hopkins.
The pace of women entering
the white medical establishment was beginning to accelerate during this time. Johns
Hopkins did not even have a
medical school until the 1890s.
If it had not needed financial
help to get off the ground, perhaps the university would not

Hannah Glidden Myrick

have accepted women as early
as it did. Four daughters of the
original trustees of the university offered to raise $500,000
to open the school, but only
if it would open its doors to
“qualified women”. By 1892,
the money was raised, and the
school opened the following
year – reportedly shocking
people when it became known
that three women were in
the first class of ten medical
students.
The temper of the time was
generally hostile to women in
many professions – especially
for those who were bold enough
to pursue a career in medicine. Elizabeth Blackwell,
her younger sister Emily, and
Marie Zakrzewska were three
such women who endured a
male dominant environment
in the field of medicine - facing
resentment and prejudice at
every turn. These women were
routinely patronized by men
and in many cases despised
by the community at large
for their decision to pursue
medicine as a career.
As the first woman to earn a
medical degree in the United
States, Elizabeth Blackwell,
recalled difficult times when
she would go out on night calls
as a doctor and be followed and
harassed in the street. If a
patient died, she was accused
of killing the patient and on
occasions her hospital was
stoned. Elizabeth is quoted as
saying: “I know why this life
has never been lived before.
It’s too hard to work against
every form of social opposition.
I would like a little fun now
and then.”
But fun was in short supply.
Her sister’s medical education was discontinued by the
institution she attended at
the end of her first year due
to pressure from the medical
society. Zakrzewska had attained her ranking as a chief
midwife in Germany, but due
to opposition to women in
the field of medicine there,
she came to America to fulfill
her dreams. She remembers

being welcomed on campus by
her male counterparts with
disgust and hostility – and
petitioning the institution
to refuse her enrollment the
following term. These three
women forged ahead against
tremendous, ferocious resistance, respectively earning
their medical degrees at
different times from various
institutions - all by 1856.
Such tumultuous experiences by those earlier pioneers laid the groundwork
for Myrick as she entered a
similarly unreceptive and
unwelcoming environment at
Johns Hopkins in 1896. In
a letter written to her sister
back home in 1899, she vividly
describes an old boy’s network
atmosphere on campus during
weekly social gatherings and
the humor and grace with
which she handled it:
“…several other M.D.’s had
been having a social time in
another room whence sounds
of laughter and fumes of tobacco had been wafted to us all
the evening, to give us some
amount of their experiences….
Meanwhile the butler served
beer and polywater, pretzels,
cakes, cigar, and cigarettes – I
perjured my soul by assuring
Dr. Jacobs who sat next to me
that I didn’t object in the least
to cigarette smoke. ….You
would have enjoyed their talk
muchly in spite of beer and
smoke, one has to get used to
little things like that, or lose
half that’s going on…”
In duller times, Myrick had
written a jingle used in her
osteology course that she and
classmates would chant to
help bear the dreadfully boring
material during study. She
dedicated it to the instructor
who she said was awfully
bored by the subject himself:
“Lord have mercy upon us
and incline our hearts to learn
these bones.”
Myrick’s pioneering spirit
led her to break through the
various barriers and challenges set before her en route to
earning her degree in 1900.

Some 40 years before Myrick
earned her medical degree,
the Blackwell sisters and
Zakrzewska had established
the New York Infirmary for
Women and Children. In 1859,
Zakrzewska left New York
to teach in Boston, where, in
1862, she opened the New England Hospital for Women and
Children (NEWHC), which
operates today as The Dimock
Center. A teaching hospital
established for women and
run by women, this institution is where Myrick finished
her residency and continued
to practice with the goal of
expanding the maternity department. Eventually, Myrick
became the hospital’s superintendent. She also shared a
private, two-person practice
close to her family home in
Dorchester’s Uphams Corner.
A prize-winning amateur
photographer, Myrick was
credited with developing some
of the earliest X-ray film used
at NEHWC, introducing and
broadening the use of X-rays
in the treatment of women and
children. From 1922 to 1947,
she worked at Schrafft’s Candy Company in Charlestown
as a specialist in industrial
medicine. During this period,
she undertook special studies
relating to the comfort and
health of workers – many
of them women - especially
where part of their working
day required them to perform
in areas with steam or unusually high temperatures.
Myrick never married and
had no children. Her career
kept her quite busy, but she
had two passions that she
pursued for many years: one
was gardening and the other
was photography. The gardens
around her Sumner Street
home were well-maintained,
vibrant, and she kept extensive annual journals about
her activity there. She took
black and white photos with
assorted cameras and also
did her own developing and
printing. An early adopter of
color, by 1939 she was taking
Kodachrome slides and making notes about many of her
pictures as well as about the
developing parameters and
papers she used. In 1906, at
age 35, she described the following premonition in a letter
to a friend that demonstrated her humor amidst social
pressures and her fascination
with photography, an excerpt
from “The Myricks of Tignish”:
“I don’t see that it is up to
me to devise some startling
matrimonial scheme for the
edification of my friends…I
have a new camera with which
I take atrocious pictures and
squander my patrimony experimenting with it. It is well
to have patrimony if one can’t
indulge in matrimony. If my
photographic fever lasts much
longer, I shall have neither.”
In her later years, Myrick
did not actively practice
medicine, but she remained a
tireless worker for her causes.
She was an advocate for local
medical and charitable activities, and financially supported
a free dispensary in the Fields
Corner neighborhood. She
was also on the board of the
Industrial School for Girls
on Centre Street. Always a
devoted healer, Myrick cared

for her older brother, Edward,
who after retiring from the
family business in Tignish,
returned to the Sumner Street
home to live with her from
1942 until his death in 1957
at the age of 100.
Myrick lived at the family
home until 1959 when the
stately house was taken
through eminent domain by
the City of Boston and demolished to make way for elderly/
disabled public housing called
the Annapolis Apartments
which still exists on that land.
She subsequently moved to
an apartment building at
50 Commonwealth Avenue
in the Back Bay, living with
her cousin Josephine Bryant.
After Josephine’s death in
1970, Myrick lived out her final
years at the Wellesley Manor
Nursing Home in Wellesley,
reportedly maintaining her
faculties and keeping up to
date on current events. According to family, she had a
remarkable rapport with and
was well loved by the nurses
there, who were entertained
by her cheerful philosophy of
life and sense of humor which
Carolyn E. Myrick described
in the following excerpt from
“The Myricks of Tignish”:
“She was full of witticisms.
One that made me chuckle
was, ‘The rain falls on the just
and unjust, but the unjust
have the just’s umbrellas.’”
On Hannah Myrick’s 102nd
birthday – Aug. 31, 1973 –
Donald Dwight, the lieutenant
governor of Massachusetts,
presented her a commendation for her life’s contributions. Her death came two
months later, on Oct. 23. She
was buried in the family plot
at Forest Hills Cemetery in
Jamaica Plain.
•••
It’s important to remember
the contributions women have
made in the field of medicine
in Boston. In the mid-1800s,
educational opportunities
for women were beginning
to open up, although slowly.
That all changed on the heels
of the historic 1848 women’s
rights convention at Seneca
Falls, and the change was
advanced when Boston University School of Medicine
was launched in 1848 as the
first female medical school
in the United States—and
the world. In addition to the
advances made by the likes
of Zakrzewska and Myrick in
Boston, we need to recognize
Dr. Zakrzewska’s medical student, Rebecca Lee Crumpler,
who, in 1864, after studying
at Boston University, became
the first black woman to earn
a medical degree in the United
States. Dr. Crumpler’s story
of overcoming a sadly common
environment of discrimination
for her gender and the color
of her skin is truly remarkable. Crumpler, Blackwell,
and Zakrzewska were all at
the vanguard of women in
medicine and their determination helped pave the way
for other women who aspired
to become doctors, including
Dorchester’s very own daughter, Hannah Glidden Myrick.
Isaque Rezende is a Dorchester resident who enjoys researching the history of his
neighborhood around Uphams
Corner.
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COVID-19 VACCINE

Getting there
is in here.

The more of us that get vaccinated, the
sooner we can get back to the things we
love. Schedule your vaccine appointment
close to home today.

Vaccination Locations
Boston Medical Center

Mattapan @ MorningStar Baptist

Dorchester @ Russell Auditorium

Roslindale @ St. Nectarios Greek Orthodox Church

Hyde park @ Menino YMCA

Roxbury @ Twelfth Baptist Church

visit BMC.org/GetVaccinated
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Eligibility opens, but vaccination supplies remain variable

(Continued from page 1) – roughly halfway to the

Weekend brought
milestone for state
About 100,000 people
became fully vaccinated
between last Friday and
Sunday, pushing Massachusetts over the 2
million vaccinated mark

state’s goal for protecting
its population from the
coronavirus that has
fueled the ongoing global
pandemic for more than
a year.
As access to the vaccine
was opened to everyone
16 or older on Monday,

DUFFY
ROOFING CO., INC.
ASPHALT SHINGLES • RUBBER ROOFING
• COPPER WORK • SLATE • GUTTERS
• CHIMNEYS

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

617-296-0300
duffyroofing.com

AUTO BODY REPAIRS		
		
		

State Reg.
#100253

(617) 825-1760
(617) 825-2594
FAX (617) 825-7937

Free Pick-Up & Delivery Service

the Department of Public Health reported that
there are now 2,059,487
people who have completed their vaccination
regimen in Massachusetts. The state also administered its five-millionth vaccine dose over
the weekend, boosting
the total number of shots
given here to 5,130,458

THOMAS C.
SWEENEY
Smaller Jobs A Specialty!
53 Years Experience

Carpentry, Siding,
Painting, Porches,
Vinyl/Windows,
Doors, Roofing,
Decking, Steps
License #178846
Free Estimates
Reliable

617-825-1210
References

150 Centre Street
Dorchester, MA 02124

since December.
During the three-day
Patriots’ Day weekend,
DPH also confirmed
4,195 new cases of
Covid-19 and announced
36 deaths caused by confirmed or likely cases of
the virus, which has to
date infected 632,707
people in Massachusetts,
17,481 of whom have
died.
The number of people hospitalized with
Covid-19 and the state’s
seven-day positivity rate

continued their yo-yoing
trends over the weekend.
Hospitalizations were up
by six patients to 705 as
of Monday’s report and
the positive test rate declined about 10 percent
over the weekend to 2.04
percent.
As Massachusetts
passed the milestone of
2 million full vaccinations this weekend, the
Baker administration
pointed out that the Bay
State is now first for first
doses administered per

capita and for total doses
administered per capita
among states with at
least 5 million residents.
At least 85 percent of the
state’s residents 75 or
older have had at least
a first dose, better than
the national average of
80 percent, and every
county has vaccinated
at least three-quarters
of its 75-plus population.
– COLIN A. YOUNG
State House
News Service

The Job Training Alliance (JTA) will host a
virtual candidate forum
on Thurs., April 29, from
noon to 1:30 p.m. with
five of Boston’s mayoral
candidates as they discuss the importance of
workforce development,
job training opportunities, and economic
recovery for all Boston
workers.
Produced by the JTA,

a coalition of community-based non-profit skills
training providers and
workforce development
organizations, this forum — ”Boston Stronger:
Ensuring ALL Boston
Workers Thrive in the
New Economy”—will
feature mayoral candidates John Barros, Andrea Campbell, Annissa
Essaibi George, Michelle
Wu, and Jon Santiago,

and will be moderated by
Andre Green, executive
director of SkillWorks.
Mayor Kim Janey has
also been invited to participate.
“Effective job training
will play an integral role
in Boston’s economic recovery from the ongoing
Covid-19 crisis,” said
Amy Nishman, vice president of JTA, in a press
release.

Job training group to host
mayoral hopefuls on April 29

DUCTLESS mini-split a/c & heat pump
Installation, sales & service

Kerry Construction, Inc.
Carpentry, Roofing, Painting
		Fully
Gutters, Masonry
Licensed
		
Decks & Porches
& Insured
		
Windows & Doors

617 825 0592

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL - TODDLER
7:30-5:30

617-265-2665
email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com
281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester

Handy Hands
MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES
Telephone: 857-800-2333

Minor Interior Painting
Minor Exterior Painting
Minor Carpentry
Minor Plumbing
Minor Assembly Work
Odd Jobs
Trash Removal

Grass Cutting
Weed Wacking
Hedge Trimmin
g
Free Estimates
• 24 Hour Voicemail
• Friendly Service
We aim to work within
your budget
No job too small

Lic. #291031

(617) 436-8828 DAYS
(617) 282-3469

Steinbach’s Service
Station Inc.

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
321 Adams St., Dorchester 02122
Corner of Gibson Street

State Inspection Center

DRIVEWAYS

MATHIAS ASPHALT PAVING
Commercial • Residential • Industrial
Bonded • Fully Insured

Driveways • Parking Lots
Roadways • Athletic Courts
Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372
BOSTON
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Moment of Paws

Heading back to work and your pet’s anxiety
Routine, structure keys to a smooth transition
By Dr. Edward Schettino

As we begin to emerge
from the pandemic, we
start to think about a
return to a more normal
life and, perhaps, a return to the office. What
will that mean for our
pets who have happily
adjusted to having us
around most of the time,
content with long walks
and constant companionship?
The majority of pets
love being around us,
but as we begin shifting
to head back to the office,
they will have to once
again learn to be on their
own. This major adjustment, if not prepared
for, could manifest into
separation anxiety for
your pet – a condition
where the animal displays anxious, fearful,
or even destructive behavior when left alone.
Common causes of
separation-related problems are fear, frustration, boredom, or a
health-related issue.

Fear can be caused by
loneliness. Frustration
arises when pets don’t
get enough of something
– or even too much of
something. Boredom can
set in when our pets are
not challenged or lack
the stimulation they
need. And, health-related issues such as allergies, can cause anxiety
or discomfort. They can’t
tell us what’s causing
their discomfort, but
reading their behavior
can be very telling.
With this in mind,
we want to set up our
pets for success, not
only taking care of their
physical and mental
needs through behavior training, but also
starting now and not
waiting! It’s important
to remember to reward
calm behavior – if we
reward for both desired
and undesired behavior,
that only confuses our
pets.
Start slow and build
your way up as you

reestablish a normal
routine. For humans,
creating a routine tends
to alleviate stress of the
unknown – it’s no different for animals.
Going back to the
office provides an automatic structure in the
day that will in turn,
create more structure
for our pets. Waking
up at the same time
each day with consistent
mealtimes, walks and
playtime with people
will establish a structured routine for your
pet. If your dog is not
crate trained, you can
combine independent
playtime utilizing high
value treats and toys
with spending time in
their crate, so they can
learn that the crate is
their own personal safe
space whether you are
there or not.
Repetition, patience
,and rewarding calm
behavior is key and remember, even if you plan
on going back into the

office in six months – the
earlier you get your pet
into a routine, the easier
the transition will be!
Dr. Edward Schettino
is the president and CEO
of the Animal Rescue
League of Boston. He
has a Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from
the Cummings School
of Veterinary Medicine
at Tufts University. Pet
questions? Email ARL
at press@arlboston.org.
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HELP WANTED
Software Engineer is needed by Eze
Castle Software LLC in Boston, MA to
work closely with peers, project and
product managers to deliver scalable
REST and GraphQL micro-services in
Node.js. Go and .NET and front end
using Angular.js. Apply at www.ssctech.
com/about-us/careers, select SS&C
EZE Software Careers, open position
in the U.S. and sort by Job Title and
apply, or email resume and cover letter
to: Aylin Kentkur, Senior HR Specialist
- Immigration, aykentkur@ezesoft.com
with reference job #R0003786 in cover
letter.

HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by Jeanette L Blake a/k/a
Jeannette L. Blake and Maxwell A. Blake to Argent Mortgage Company, LLC, dated December 18, 2006 and recorded
with the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds in Book 40986, Page 158, of which mortgage the undersigned is the present holder by virtue of an Assignment of Mortgage dated July 20,2011 to Kondaur Capital Corporation recorded with
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Book 48163, Page 226, and as further assigned to Conquest Capital Partners, LLC,
dated December 20,2012, recorded in Book 50689, Page 324, and as further assigned to Bay State Home Group,
LLC dated December 31, 2012 in Book 50754, Page 274, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing same will be sold at public auction at 10:00 AM, on May 6, 2021 on the mortgaged premises
being known as 42 Edson Street, Boston (Dorchester), Massachusetts, being all and singular the premises described
in said mortgage to wit:
The land with the buildings thereon, situated in the part of Boston called Dorchester, Suffolk County, Massachusetts,
bounded and described as follows:
SOUTHERLY: by Norfolk Street, forty and 0/100 {40.00) feet,
WESTERLY: by Lot 5, as shown on a plan hereinafter mentioned, one hundred thirty-five and 5 7/1 00 (135.57)
feet, more or less:
NORTHWESTERLY: by land now or formerly ofthe N.Y.& N.E.R.R. as shown on said plan, seventy and 11/100
(70.11) feet, more or less: and
EASTERLY: by land now or formerly of the Dorr Estates, as shown on said plan, one hundred seventy and 50/100
(170.50) feet more or less.
Containing 7,232 square feet of land and being shown as Lot 6 on a Plan dated February 1896, and drawn by C.E.C.
Breck, Engineer, and recorded with the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds in Book 2342, Page 17.
There is excepted and excluded from this conveyance so much of the above described property as was taken by and
granted to the City of Boston for the widening of Norfolk Street by instruments recorded in said Deeds in Book 3677,
Page 182 and 183; being a strip of land about twelve and 0/100 (12.00) feet wide and extending along the front of said
lot and containing about four hundred ninety four (494) square feet of land.
The area of the Lot hereby conveyed about 6,738 square feet of land.
The above described Premises are also conveyed subject to an easement taken by M.D.C. for water purposes as
set forth in an instrument recorded with said deeds in Book 59011, Page 294.
Being the same premises as conveyed to the mortgagor by deed of Leo Brown, dated January 24, 2003, recorded
with Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Book 30414, Page 83.
The premises will be sold subject to and/or with the benefit of any and all restrictions, easements, improvements,
covenants, municipal or zoning regulations or requirements, outstanding tax titles, condominium charges, fees, or
assessments, municipal or other public or governmental taxes, assessments, outstanding orders of condition or any
municipal requirements, and any liens or claims in the nature of liens, and existing encumbrances of record created
prior to the mortgage, if any there be, and the rights of tenants and occupants of the premises, if any there be. No
representation is made as to the status of anyimprovements on the mortgaged premises and the Buyer purchases
subject to all requirements related thereto.
The premises are being sold with the express acknowledgment that the Mortgagee makes no representation or
warranty as to the presence or absence to any wetlands or environmental issue at all, or related to the septic or well
systems, if any, or as to any contaminants or other substances, as noted under M.G.L. C21E or any other Massachusetts
Statute, Code or Regulation does exist, the correction thereof will be at the Buyer’s sole cost and expense, and shall
be separate from the purchase price. The Buyer shall indemnify and hold harmless the Mortgagee from any and all
costs, expenses or liability related to any of the aforesaid.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of $7,500.00 DOLLARS shall be paid by the successful bidder to the Mortgagee in cash, by certified or
by cashier’s check at the time and place of the sale as a deposit. The successful bidder will be required to execute an
Auction Sale Agreement immediately after the close of the bidding. The balance of the purchase price shall be paid in
cash, by certified check, by cashier’s check, or other check satisfactory to Mortgagee’s attorney within thirty (30) days
thereafter at the offices of BARSH AND COHEN, P.C., Attorneys for the Mortgagee, 189 Wells Avenue, Newton, Massachusetts, in exchange for which and at such time and place, the deed shall be delivered to the purchaser for recording.
The Mortgagee reserves the right to amend the foregoing terms of sale by written or oral announcement made before
the auction sale, during the sale thereofor at the commencement ofor during any postponed sale, the right to bid at the
sale, to reject any and all bids, and to postpone the sale up until the time the property is declared sold by the auctioneer.
The description of the premises contained in said mortgage shall control in the event of an error in the Notice of
Mortgagee’s Sale or its publication.
OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT THE TIME AND PLACE OF THE SALE.
Dated: April 7, 2021
Signed: Bay State Home Group, LLC
Present Holder of said Mortgage
By its Attorneys,
Barsh and Cohen, P.C.
Neil S. Cohen, Esquire
Attorney for the Mortgagee
189 Wells Avenue
Newton, Massachusetts 02459
{617) 332-4700

ATTENTION CONSTRUCTION
WORKERS (All TRADES)
JOB OPPORTUNITY
191-195 Bowdoin St LLC is seeking applications from candidates that meet
the following criteria: City of Boston residents*, people of color and women
in and around the Boston area. All Dorchester and other local neighboring
residents in construction trades are encouraged to apply. Applications can
be picked up and submitted from the mailboxes located at: 191-195
Bowdoin St, MA. Resumes can be emailed to dskinner@dellbrookjks.com.
*Proof of residency is a requirement a copy of your
current driver license, MA ID or current Utility bill
will be accepted as forms of proof and should be
submitted with your application.
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500 Geneva Ave.
Dorchester, MA 02112
Phone: (617) 514-5539
Visit priceritemarketplace.com
Open Mon.-Sat. 8am to 8pm
Sunday 8am to 6pm

The NEW PriceRite
of Dorchester is

M A R K E T P L AC E

NOW OPEN!

GRAND OPENING!

Owned & Operated by the
Slawsby Family

MEAT
FRESH CUT & GROUND
In-store by
Our Butchers!

4

$ 99

Cube
Steak
Fresh Beef

CHICKEN PRICES SO LOW,
YOU WON’T BELIEVE IT!

7

$ 49

Ox Tail

Previously Frozen

lb.

lb.

GROCERY

Bowl & Basket
Purified Water
24-Pack
405.6-oz. tot. wt. btls.,
15.9-oz. Bottles

1

$ 99

Bowl & Basket
Ice Cream
48-oz.

1

Saloio Portuguese
Extra Virgin Olive Oil
32-oz.

7

$ 49

lb.

1

$ 99

Bananas

49

¢
lb.

20-oz.

1

$ 99

1

99

¢

Bowl & Basket
Bagels

Gallon

$ 39

Fresh Picnic, Bone-In

PRODUCE

Price Rite
Vinegar

Assorted Winter
Hill Rolls

Whole Pork
Shoulder

$ 69
Foco Thai
Jasmine Rice

Plantains

20-lb. Bag

19

$

$
3
for 1

99

La Trieguana
Lemon Juice
32-oz.

99

¢

Yucca

99

¢

ea.

In order to assure a sufficient supply for our customers, we reserve the right to limit quantities to four (4) of each item. Prices shown are for Price Rite Brand products unless otherwise noted.
None sold to other retailers or wholesalers, some special purchase items available while supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors. Artwork does not necessarily represent items
on sale; it is for display purposes only. Prices effective thru Thurs., April 28, 2021 in the Price Rite store in Dorchester, MA.
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BGCD is Bringing Back the Fun & Celebrating National Volunteer
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN TO JOIN OUR 2021 Boston Marathon Team for
Month this Spring!: See details below.
2021!: See details below.
CONNECT THE DOT:
FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE:
DID YOU KNOW:
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN TO JOIN
BGCD is Bringing Back the Fun &
New England Women’s Leadership
UPCOMING EVENTS
OUR 2021 Boston Marathon Team
Celebrating National Volunteer
Awards (NEWLA) - Tickets on
for 2021!: BGCD has been awarded
Month this Spring!: After a year of
Sale NOW!: BGCD is hosting the
Virtual College Tours
15 bibs for the 2021 Boston Marathon
heartbreaking loss and endless let
28th Annual New England Women’s
Bridgewater State University - 4/22
on October 11th! Charity runners
downs, BGCD is bringing back fun!
Leadership Awards (NEWLA) virtually
Emanuel College - 4/23
and registered qualified runners are
Our children and teens deserve our
on June 17th! This year we will honor
both welcome to apply. Applications
best. Simply put…we’ll let kids be kids
Virtual New England Women’s
women who have INSPIRED, IMPACTED
Leadership Awards
are open and will be reviewed on a
again. We can’t wait to sing loudly,
& INFLUENCED others this year. Our
June 17th
rolling basis. Charity runners who are
dance joyfully, make art, play tag and
members will take the virtual stage as
*Sponsorships available now at
selected to be on our team will receive
simply let our members have fun.
they perform dance routines, present
www.bgcdorchester.org/newla/
an official entry into the 2021 Boston
You can be a part of merriment, too!
awards to our honorees and be the
Marathon. Those accepted to the team Please consider becoming a monthly
virtual audience to our Emmy Award
*Please note these events are either virtual
will receive: Personalized fundraising
donor today at www.bgcdorchester.
winning, Anchor Lisa Hughes. For
or will be following all COVID-19 safety
support and guidance, team BGCD
org/bbtf. Your consistent gift provides
over 25 years, we have recognized
restrictions while meeting.
swag, official race singlet, invaluable
a steady stream of support and allows
remarkable women who meet the
team spirit and volunteer support,
Club staff to be nimble and responsive
challenges they face with confidence,
opportunities for team BGCD runners
to the evolving needs of children and
persistence and compassion and who
to stay connected with team members
families. Together we can close the
have influenced and become role
and Club initiatives post-race, virtual
social, emotional and learning gaps
models for our members and this year
team kickoff event and meetings, and
that have accumulated over the past
is no different!
personalized training plan with Team
14 months. In the months ahead BGCD
BGCD running coach, John Furey.
will need in-person volunteers: be on
For more information or to purchase
Learn more or apply at www.
the look-out for opportunities. Thanks
tickets and sponsorships, please visit
bgcdorchester.org/boston-marathon/.
for being our FUN partner!
www.bgcdorchester.org/newla.
617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave. | www.bgcdorchester.org
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RECENT OBITUARIES

Andrade,
Adelina DeBarros, 104,
of Dorchester. Born
in Campana, Fogo,
Cabo Verde, she wathe
daughter of Carolina
Sequeira and Jorge DeBarros. “Vovo”, as she
was known, was preceded in death by her
husband Hermogenes
Freire Andrade, her
son, Manuel Andrade
and her four siblings

Vovo is survived by her
three children, Lourença Monteiro, Carolina Andrade and Jorge
Andrade along with 26
grandchildren, 59 great
grandchildren, and 14
great great grandchildren. She also leaves
behind many family
members and friends
who will miss her dearly.
DONNELLY, Lawrence P. Jr. “Larry”,
two weeks short of his
87th birthday, of East
Milton and formerly of
Dorchester Lower Mills,
Predeceased by his
wife Mary (Flanigan).
Survived by two sons,
Lawrence P. “Larry” of
Wicklow, Ireland and
Thomas J. “Tommy” of
East Milton, their wives
Eileen and Jesse, and

ESSOR,
Dorothy,
86, of Hyde Park. Former owner of Dorothy’s
Beauty Salon of Hyde
Park, Wife of Owen Essor. Mother of Sandra
Brown, Jacqueline Essor, Christopher Essor,
and Ingrid Essor-Burton.
3grandchildren Seán,
Larry and Tommy.
Larry is also survived
by his siblings, Louise
Lydon of Milton, Paul
Donnelly of Beacon
Hill and Brian Donnelly of Dennis, as well by
many nieces and nephews, cousins, in-laws,
close friends, neighbors
and former colleagues
in the US, Ireland and
Scotland. He is a retired
federal administrative
law judge and state administrative judge and
graduate of St. Gregory’s School, Hyde Park
High School, Stonehill
College and New England Law - Boston.
Veteran, US Army.

Cedar Grove Cemetery
COVID-19 restrictions are in place
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River
Contact the office for information on the cost of burial needs;
our spring planting program; our memorial benches and memorial trees.
The Cemetery office is open 8:30am-4:00pm Monday – Friday.
The Cemetery grounds are open 7:30am to sunset.
920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124 • 617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868. Non-Sectarian.

FULCHINO,
Theresa F. (Whall) RN,
93, resident of Newbridge on the Charles,
Dedham, formerly of
Milton and Dorchester,
Wife of the late Harry
L. Fulchino, MD. Mother of John Fulchino of
Washington, DC, Gina
Melton and her husband Mike of West Roxbury, Stephen Fulchino and is wife Fina of
Hooksett, NH, Michael
Fulchino and his wife
Pam of South Hero, VT,
Diane Hull and her husband Gerry of Grants
Pass OR, and the late
Donna Fulchino of Pe-

NEW CALVARY CEMETERY

Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian

Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.
Grave pricing starting at $1,200
Package pricing from $3,800 (includes grave purchase, first
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches
starting at $1,400 (Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening
& Inscription)

617-296-2339

TEVNAN TEVNAN
100 City Hall Plaza
Boston, MA 02108
617-423-4100

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases,
Pre Need Opening Arrangements

Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.

Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery
in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at:

“Caring for your life’s journey...”

terborough NH. Grandmother of 8. Preceded
by her siblings William
and Frank Whall, Cassie Lind, and Mary Ansello.

KIRWAN, Noreen
Ann of Raleigh, NC, 68.
Born to Eugene Francis
Kirwan and June Mary
Kirwan (nee Manley)
in Dorchester. She was
the sister of Jeanne Kirwan of South Boston,
Sheila Fontana and her
husband Bill of Quincy, Thomas Kirwan of
Mesa, AZ, and Patricia
Ford and her husband
Alfred DePaoli of Kingston. Noreen was predeceased by her youngest
brother Dennis Kirwan.
NORTON,
Robert D. “Chipa” of
Hingham, formerly of
Dorchester. US Navy
Vietnam era veteran.
Lifelong member of
the Port Norfolk Yacht
Club. Husband of the
late Isabell “Terry” Norton. Father of Victoria
Leahy and her husband
Jim (WFD) of Weymouth, Walter Sprague
and his wife Rosemary
of Whitman and Brian
Norton (WPD) of Hingham. Brother of Gail
Rosen of Scituate, Dottie Kerwin of FL, Mary
Fitzgerald of Easton,
Patricia “Patty” Keeley
of Scituate and the late
Jackie Norton, William
Norton and Jeannie
Gilmartin.
Grandpa
of 4. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews. Donations in memory of Robert may be
made to MSPCA, 350
S. Huntington Ave., Jamaica Plain, MA 02130.

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and maps available online at:

www.BostonCemetery.org
617-325-6830
info@bcca.comcast.net
LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK DIVISION
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

 Funerals
 Cremations
 Pre-Arrangements
1140 WASHINGTON STREET

460 GRANITE AVENUE

DORCHESTER, MA 02124

MILTON, MA 02186

617~298~8011

617~698~6264

Service times and directions at:

www.dolanfuneral.com

Docket No. SU20D1013DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
ROSE LOUETTA JOHNSON
vs.
DAMEIAN CHRISTOPHER WILSON
To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for
Divorce requesting that the Court grant
a divorce for. The Complaint is on file
at the Court. An Automatic Restraining
Order has been entered in this matter
preventing you from taking any action
which would negatively impact the current financial status of either party. SEE
Supplemental Probate Court Rule 411.
You are hereby summoned and
required to serve upon: Rose Louetta
Johnson, 275 Normandy St., Boston,
MA 02121 your answer, if any, on or
before 05/27/2021. If you fail to do so,
the court will proceed to the hearing and
adjudication of this action. You are also
required to file a copy of your answer,
if any, in the office of the Register of
this Court.
Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 14, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Published: April 22, 2021

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE and FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK, ss.
Case No. SU19P0586
SALE OF REAL ESTATE TO PAY
DEBTS, LEGACIES AND CHARGES
OF ADMINISTRATION

To all persons interested in the estate
of Constance Sullivan late of Boston
in said County, deceased Intestate.
A petition has been presented to said
Court for license to sell at private sale
a certain real estate of said deceased
for the payment of said debts, legacies
and charges of administration located
in Dorchester, MA.
SOUTHEASTERLY by Ely Road,
fifty (50) feet; SOUTHWESTERLY
by the northeasterly line of Frederika
Street, eighty-six and 90/100 (86.90)
feet; NORTHWESTERLY by land
now or formerly of Thomas H. Griffin,
fifty-one and 67/100 (51.67) feet, and
NOREASTERLY by lot 2 as shown
on the plan hereinafter mentioned,
eighty-seven and 34/100 (87.34) feet.
If you desire to object thereto you
or your attorney should file a written
appearance in said Court at Boston
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on
the 9th day of May, 2021, the return
day of this citation.
Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,
Esquire, First Judge of said Court, this
14th day of April, 2021.
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Published: April 22, 2021

O’CONNOR, Mona
M. of Dorchester, formerly of Tamhnacha/
Moycullen, Co. Galway,
Ireland. Daughter of
the late William and
Nora (Mullen) O’Connor. Sister of the late
baby Gregory O’Connor, Bridget Connolly,
Mary Clancy, Kathleen Kelley, Margaret
O’Donnell, James Kelly, and especially Anne
McDonagh. Aunt of
Mary and her husband
Ned McNiff, Deborah
McDonagh, Margaret
McDonagh, and the late
Michael, Patrick, and
Matthew
McDonagh.
Mona is also survived

by the Connollys, both
Kelly families, Clancys, O’Briens, and the
O’Connor clan, all of
Boston and Ireland.
Mona was a retired employee of Jordan Marsh
Company for over 25
years. Donations in Mona’s memory may be
made to The Irish Pastoral Center, 512 Gallivan Blvd., Dorchester,
MA 02124.

SPAGNUOLO, Benjamin of Dorchester.
Wife of Lorraine R.
(Zagzoug) Spagnuolo.
Father of Grace Adams of North Carolina,
Gerard Spagnuolo of
Framingham, Gregory
Spagnuolo of Quincy,
Roseanne Spagnuolo of
London, and the late
George Kelly. Brother of
Richard, Joseph, Diane,
and Pat. Also survived
by many grandchildren
and
great-grandchildren. Benjamin was a
proud veteran of the
United States Marine
Corps during the Korean War.

SWEENEY,
Marilyn A. (Thomson), 85.
A native of Dorchester. Mrs. Sweeney was
the daughter of Anna
Thomson and Robert
Thomson of Dorchester.
Predeceased by her husband, Robert, she leaves
her daughters Cheryl
Satryb, of Dracut and
her husband Robert,
Theresa Sweeney-Krystof of North Conway and
her husband, Richard
Krystof, Patricia Sweeney of Maynard and
her husband Jeff Herd.
Jacqueline Sweeney of
Waltham and her husband Paul Nelson, and
Rose Perkins of Lancaster and her husband
Tod; her sons Michael
Sweeney of Boxborough
and his late wife Amy,
and Robert Sweeney,
Jr. of North Andover
and his wife Angela;
her brothers Robert and
Kevin Thomson; and
her 10 grandchildren;
and 4 great-grandchildren. She requested donations be made to The
Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson to
help find a cure for her
two children battling
this disease.

dotnews.com

April 22, 2021

Escape the
Everyday

Plan Your Visit
Advance tickets required.
Book today at mfa.org/tickets
Become a member and save.
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50Kitchen
Dorchester

Life.
Changing.
Flavor

FIND YOUR NEW FAVORITE SPOT AT ALLINCLUSIVEBOS.COM

