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Above, a view of Boston Latin School as seen from Avenue Louis Pasteur.

Chris Lovett photo

Gateway or Barrier?
Unpacking the Exam School Mysthue

By CHris LoveTrT
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Anyone who applies to a Boston
exam school must know something
about inequality.

A member of Boston Latin’s Class of
1981, Ron Bell assumed he had been
among the Black students admitted
with the help of racial set-asides or-
dered by afederal court. It took another
forty years, after the set-asides had
been overturned, before Bell learned
from his former headmaster that he
had gotten one of the highest scores
on the qualifying exam.

For that, Bell thanks Mr. Lee, his
teacher in the more advanced sixth
grade at the Thomas Edison School
in Brighton. “This guy gave us more
work,” said Bell. “I mean it. It was like
he had us for Latin—because, when I
went to Latin, I was like, ‘This is like

BLS Head of School Rachel Skerritt
is pictured with current Boston Latin
School senior Miriam Sirage and Alan
Kuang, Class of 2020. The students
served as emcees at the school’s 2020
Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration.

Photo courtesy Rachel Skerritt

Bell grew up a few blocks from Boston
Latin, in Roxbury’s Mission Hill neigh-
borhood. His father worked two jobs
and his mother was a bus monitor who
later worked at Northeastern Univer-
sity,in ajob that helped pay the cost of

Wu’s $3.6b budget targets
projects in Dot, Mattapan;
schools in line for funding

BY JENNIFER SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Mayor Michelle Wu’s $3.6 billion cap-
ital budget includes 400 projects to be
started or completed over the next five
years, with 34 identified for Dorchester
and 12 specifically for Mattapan.

Local highlights include some $4
million recommended for the Boston
Centers for Youth and Families to
design a new Dorchester community
center based on a recent programming
study and a series of public meetings.
A proposed facilities assessment study
for BCYF centersis a separate $500,000
budget item.

Schools are scheduled for infusions
of funding:

A new K-6 school in Dorchester is
on the menu, with $150,000 proposed
to design a “building program” for an
elementary school.

(Continued on page 14)

A $106m plan for
housing initiatives

On Tuesday this week, Mayor Wu
came to the Mass Affordable Housing
Alliance (MAHA) headquarters on
Dorchester Avenue to highlight a
key plank of her spending plan: $106
million to support homeownership
and affordable housing.

Wu plans to commit $60 million
in federal funds through her Office
of Housing, support down payment
assistance programs, and expand
the ONE+Boston Mortgage program.

Symone Crawford, executive direc-
tor of MAHA, said the mayoris “giving
hope to hundreds of homebuyers who
fear they might have to leave the city
because home prices and interest
rates are rising.”

(Continued on page 14)

As EVs take over the roads,
issues over charging sites
are stirring equity concerns

By SETH DANIEL
News EpiTor

The world of Electric
Vehicles (EVs) is a mys-
terious environment to
many, but an increas-
ingly certain future for
all of us. City officials
and a growing number
of Boston residents are
already living the life
of noise-reduced rides
and battery-charging
stations.

When Dorchester’s
Pamela McGee began
looking for a new vehi-
cle this year, she “ust
figured” an EV “would be
something new and the
way of the future. I was
concerned that if I didn’t

Dorchester’s Pamela McGee plugs in her new Mus-
tang EV car at the new Electrify America charging
station in the parking lot of the Bank of America on
Gallivan Boulevard. It takes about 30 minutes and
$12 to charge her EV at the site. Seth Daniel photo

Mr. Lee.”

(Continued on page 16)

go electric, there would
be no trade-in value for
a gas vehicle in the next
few years.”
McGeehadnoideahow
charging or “filling up”
would work, but after

a month of driving her
new EV, she said that
charging has been inex-
pensive and convenient.
Her biggest obstacle was
finding one to buy. While
she was looking for a tra-

ditional SUV model, none
were available, but she
came across a Ford Mus-
tang SUV Mach-E GT in
a showroom and jumped
at the opportunity.

(Continued on page 24)

She was a star on courts that now carry her name

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTor
On Monday morning,
the Boston Parks and
Recreation Department
unanimously voted to
name the hoop courts at
Walker Playground on
Norfolk Street the “Me-

dina Dixon Basketball
Courts” as a memorial to
Ms. Dixon, who grew up
on nearby Willowwood
Street and starred in the
game in high school, col-
lege, and the Olympics.
“She’s probably one of
the most decorated ath-
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letes in Massachusetts
that we haven’t really
talked about, especially
on the women’s side,”
said Al McClain, an in-
law of Ms. Dixon, who
passed away at age 59
last fall.

A former NBA draftee

Call 617- 436-1222 or go to DotNe
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who has an impressive
neighborhood basketball
story in his own right,
McClain said “she’s
done it all. She was an
Olympian on the first
Dream Team, won an
NCAA championship,

(Continued on page 6)

Medina Dixon:
Champion atevery stage
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Two adults and two
children had to be taken
to a local hospital after
they were injured in a
fire at 115 Deering Rd.
in Mattapan on Sunday
morning. Firefighters
responded shortly after
10 a.m. to a fire that con-
sumed the house’s rear
porches and attic. A total
of 17 people were made
homeless by the fire, the
department says,adding
that the cause is under
investigation.
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A Mattapan man was
arraigned last week on
charges of cocaine traf-
ficking and disturbing a
correctional institution
after he was reportedly
caught with more than
18 grams of the white
powder - some found
“on his person” during a
strip search - the Suffolk
County District Attor-
ney’s office reported.

Woldson Noel, who,
at 22, already has 40
arrestsonhisrecord, was
in the Suffolk County
Jail awaiting trial on
gun-possession charge
last June when jail of-
ficers monitoring phone
calls heard him tell
somebody he “still had
‘stuff on him that was
missed during searches”
and that he was making
“four times the money”
while behind bars.

As a result of the in-
formation, jail officials
conducted a search of
Noel’s cell and found
a white powdery sub-
stance inside a piece
of paper. Officials also
found a large white
package inside Noel’s

THE REPORTER
Police, Courts & Fire

Four hospitalized, 17 left
homeless in Mattapan fire

property bag, which was
under his bunk.

He was then trans-
ferred him tothe medical
unit for a strip search
during which time he
threatened guards and
created a disturbance,
according to the DA’s
office. Officials found
additional substanceson
Noel’s person during the
strip search.

He was arraigned in
Boston Municipal Court
via Zoom from the Berk-
shire County Jail, where
he was transferred fol-
lowing his arrest for
Suffolk jail dealing, the
DA’s office said.

[ X X ]

An 18-year-old Boston
man was arrested on
Saturdaynight onillegal
gun charges by police of-
ficers who were called
to shut down a house
party, complete with
DJ, at 35 Dunlap St. in
Dorchester. Phillip Blain
was taken into custody
after police say officers
observed “a prominent
bulge under the floor
mat” in a car in which
Blain was a passenger.
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The gun under Blain
was a semi-automatic,
9-mm handgun with a
magazine, and loaded
with atotal of 12 bullets,
police say. A second gun
was also recovered from
the car. Police say it
was in the possession
of a Weymouth teen too
young to have his name
released.

Blain was charged
with unlawful posses-
sion of a firearm, posses-
sion of a large-capacity
feeding device, carrying
a loaded firearm, pos-
session of a firearm with
a defaced serial num-
ber and possession of a
large-capacity firearm
on a public way, police
say.The 17-year-old was
charged with unlawful
possession of a firearm,
unlawful possession of
ammunition, carrying a
loaded firearm and pos-
session of a firearm with
a defaced serial number,
police say.

April 28, 2022
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Former Boston police-union head
concedes guilt in six child rapes

Patrick Rose, a former
president of the Boston
Police Patrolmen’s Asso-
ciation (BPPA), pleaded
guilty on Monday to
raping six children over
a period of 27 years.

Suffolk Superior Court
Judge Mary Ames sen-
tenced the 67-year-old
Rose to 10 to 13 years
in prison, followed by 10
years of probation for the
21 counts of child rape
and sexual assault, the
Suffolk County District
Attorney’s office reported.

One of his victims, a
relative, was just 7 when
he first raped her. She
was the daughter of one
of his first victims, who
was among five others
who came forward in 2020
after Rose was initially
charged with raping the
7-year-old girl.

“I saw you for what you
really are — a coward, a

Patrick Rose

predator of the weak and
the defenseless,” one of
his victims said in court,
the DA’s office reported.

“Your reputation? Ab-
solutely gone,” another
said. “All you will ever be
remembered asis another
creep who has nothing
going for him. Your job as
a cop protecting people?
Well, that’s really quite
ironic, isn’t it?”

BPD records show the
department first learned
ofthe allegationsin 1995,
when Rose was a pa-

trolman, and that while
the BPD internal-affairs
unit “sustained” the al-
legations and Rose had
his gun taken away, the
department never tried
to fire him.

In fact, in 1997, the
BPPA threatened to file
a grievance over his as-
signment to desk duty,
in response to which the
department reassigned
Rose to active patrol
duty. Over the course of
his career as a patrolman
in Dorchester’s District
C-11, he helped investi-
gate several child-abuse
cases.

Rose was elected union
presidentin 2014, ousting
Thomas Nee, who himself
faced criminal charges,
although for overtime
abuse at the troubled
BPD warehouse in Hyde
Park.

— REPORTER STAFF

City Covid rate dips slightly

Statistics announced
by the Boston Public
Health Commission on
Monday showed a slight
dip in Covid-19 rates in
Boston of late, but the
number of new cases per
day remains far higher
than in mid-March.

Additionally, hospital-
ization rates due to the
coronavirus for Boston
residents continue to
rise - those numbers
typically lag behind
new-case rates, because
it usually takes time for
somebody to get sick
enough to require a

hospital bed.

According to the city’s
Covid-19 dashboard, as
of April 23, Boston had
acitywide test positivity
rate of 6.9 percent, above
the “threshold” of 5 per-
cent officials had set for
taking more active steps,
such asrequiring indoor
mask use.

However, other sta-
tistics the city uses to
determine whether to
return to masks and
other measures remain
below city thresholds;
for example, as of April
22, Boston was seeing

about 270 new cases of
the viral infection daily,
which is well below the
city’s threshold of 339 -
but well above what the
city considers its ideal
number of 68 cases aday.

Although the number
of new Covid-19 ad-
missions has increased
nearly 69 percent over
two weeks, the total
number of people hos-
pitalized with Covid-19
remains below the city
threshold of 200, accord-
ing to city figures.

— REPORTER STAFF

New name, new slogan for UMass Boston

The University of Massachu-
setts Boston launched a new
brand and marketing platform

on Monday that officials say is
a much-needed re-boot. It comes
with anew slogan: “For the times.”

“Today, we share UMass Bos-

UMass
Boston

ton’s story and endow our distinc-
tion with a renewed commitment

to our legacy of excellence and a
new look to better reflect who we
are and what we aspire tobe,” said
Chancellor Marcelo Suarez-Oroz-
co. “This is a pivotal moment for

UMass Boston.”

The new brand highlights the

An example of the marketing
campaign— including billboards,
broadcast, social and print me-
dia— is on the back cover of this
week’s Reporter.

The new campaign casts
the Dorchester campus as

the excellence of its teaching and
research faculty.”

“At UMass Boston, we de-
mocratize education,” added

Suarez-Orozco. “It is where our
students rise to meet the chal-
lenges of today and tomorrow and
'«  prepare for lives of consequence.
Itis where they expand the know-

able world and realize flights of
imagination. We continue to rise
in the ranks of the nation’s lead-
ing public research universities,

affirming our reputation as a

leader in producing groundbreak-
ing research and scholarship that
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university’s connection to Boston
and its mission and service as a
beaconinurbanhighereducation.

“an engine for upward mobility for
students and economic growth for
Boston and the region, fueled by

moves the world forward.”

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Mass Affordable Housing Alliance’s
annual Taste of Dorchester event returns
to in-person on Thurs., April 28, 6-8
p.m. at Freeport Hall, IBEW Local 103,
256 Freeport St., Dorchester. Tickets are
S50 in advance, S60 at the door. Go to
tasteofdorchester.org to buy tickets.
Savin Hill Park Tour Take a walk with
Noah McKenna through Savin Hill Park
and learn about the trees, flora, and
the health of the park on Sunday, May
1 at 3p.m. (rain date: 5/15). Meet at
the bottom of the hill by Grampian Way.
More infor: savinhillevents@gmail.com
A virtual public meeting will be held
on Wed., May 4 at 6p.m. to discuss a
proposed 24-unit residential building
at 1153 Washington St., Dorchester.
See page bostonplans.org for more
information.

A virtual public meeting will be held

on Thurs., May 5 at 6 p.m. to discuss a
proposed 72-unit mixed-use building
at 554-562 Columbia Rd., Dorchester.
The project includes the renovation
of the four-story Fox Hall building and
the construction of a six-story addition.
See page bostonplans.org for more
information or contact Stephen Harvey,
617-918-4418 or Stephen.j.harvey@
boston.gov. See ad on page 8 for more
info on logging onto the meeting.

A virtual public meeting will be held
on Tues., May 10 at 6p.m. to discuss a
proposed 25-unit, four-story building
at 26 Coffey St, Dorchester. See page
bostonplans.org for more information
or contact Nick Carter, 617-803-4009
or nick.carter@boston.gov. See ad on
page 8 for more info on logging onto the
meeting.

On Friday, April 29 at 11:30 a.m.,

a teaching naturalist for the Mass
Audubon’s Boston Nature Center will
come to the Grove Hall Branch Library to
do a special Gardening Story Time and
garden activity. This program is best for
kindergarten-aged children but children
ages 3 and older are encouraged to
attend. If you have any questions, please
Franklin Park Kite & Bike Festival -
Saturday, May 14th from 12 noon to
4p.m. A spring family tradition since 1969
features kite-making tables and kites for
sale, bicycle activities for elementary-
age children with Countdown to
Kindergarten, helmet give-aways, a
bike repair station, food trucks, and
community vendors. Bring your family,
friends, and neighbors. On the Franklin
Park Playstead ballfields - bus #16 from
Forest Hills Orange Line station or JFK on
the Red Line. For more information and

directions: franklincoalition.org.

Free registration is now open for the
Eversource Walk for Boston Children’s
Hospital, happening on Sunday, June 12
at 9 a.m. Now in its 20th year, the event
offer participants the ability to gather and
walk along the Charles River Esplanade in
Boston or join virtually from anywhere in
the world. Organizers for this year’s event
are hoping to register 5,000 participants
and raise $1.7 million. To register, go to
bostonchildrens.org/walk.  Participants
who raise over $150 by April 29 will
receive a Walk t-shirt ahead of the walk
onlJune 12.

SEND UPDATES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM
SEE NEW EVENTS DAILY
AT DOTNEWS.COM

— REPORTER STAFF
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Charter school gains use of soccer field along Morton Street

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTor

There were equal parts
cheersandjeerslast Thursday
night as the Mattapan State
Hospital Community Advi-
sory Committee (CAC) voted
unanimously to approve the
use of an athletic field along
Morton Street to serve the
Brooke Charter School.

Theissuehasbeen high-pro-
file in the emerging neigh-
borhood, as the designated
developer Lena New Boston
had sought a change of use
at the four-acre site. The
change removed the urban
farm planned back in 2005 and
replaced it with an athletic
field to serve the community
and the Brooke Charter School
next door.

The Brooke has had trouble
finding existing field space in
the city and has either had to
not field certain teams or play
nohome games. Since last fall,
the Brooke and some of the
homeowners at the abutting
Harvard Commonshave been
in conflict — mostly during
CAC meetings.

A vote on the change of use
had been expected at several
previous meetings, including
the March session, but had
been postponed each time for
further contemplation. Last
Thursday, theissue was called
to a vote and it passed easily
despite the many months of
back and forth on the matter.

The vote was done uniformly
with CAC member Glenola
Mitchell spelling out the spe-
cifics prior to the vote, as well
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A site plan shows the location of a proposed soccer field for
the Brooke High School along Morton Street in Mattapan.
Image courtesy Warner Larson Landscape Architects

as four conditions addressing
things like security, signage,
and maintenance plans. Those
voting in favor included Don-
na Young, Carmen Kaechler,
Joyce Carroll, Stan Gwinn,
Donn Dingle, Glenola Mitch-
ell, and Royal Bolling (via
proxy vote). There were no
votes against the proposal.

The quick vote, though,
prompted those in opposition
to demand that they be able
to speak their mind despite
the vote being over.

“You take a vote with
no discussion?” asked Kay
Mathews. “There is no dis-
cussion,” clarified CAC Chair
Young. “We've been talking
about this for a number of
months. It’s not something
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we've decided quickly, I prom-
ise you.”

The Brooke Charter School
and developer Lena New Bos-
ton said they appreciated the
vote and felt it was the right
decision.

“We are thrilled that the
CAC voted to approve the
change of use,” said Brooke
COO Mark Loring. “We are
excited to move forward with
the process of bringing this
athletic field resource to our
students and the Mattapan
community. We look forward
to continuing to engage with
our neighbors to refine plans
and make the best possible
space we can.”

State Rep. Russell noted
that the Brooke and others

went door-to-door to seek
input from the abutting com-
munity.

“I am thankful the CAC
once again made the right
decision and it’s appropriate
to make demands of the de-
veloper to deliver a $5 million
benefit to the community,”
he said. “That is the correct
decision...They’ve addressed
security and parking and will
plant more trees. They chose
the location with the fewest
amounts of trees.”

But not everyone was ready
to jog laps or kick goals.

Several abutting home-
owners from the Harvard
Commons have spoken up
about their opposition to the
field —mostly on the grounds of
environmental preservation.

“I don’t want to be made to
feel like an elitist because I
don’t want the field here,” said
Jessica Spruill, alongwith her
husband, Darien, last week
prior to the vote. “They want
to put it in our backyard and
take away the few trees we
have...We’ve had trash and
litter problems, and things
stolen, just things I didn’t
experience or notice when we
first moved here. I'm totally
against having a soccer field.”

The field now will have
to be approved by the state
Department of Capital Asset
Management and Mainte-
nance (DCAMM), and then it
will move on to a traditional
Article 80 review process
at the city level. There are
still several steps left in the
process before the school

and developer can move on
constructing the field, CAC
officials said.

Lena New Boston
gets 10-acre PDA

LenaNew Boston’s EricVan
Dusen reported to the CAC
that his group has received
a Provisional Development
Agreement (PDA) from the
state on the final 10 acres of
land available at the State
Hospital site—a swath behind
MassBiologics and near the
corner of Harvard and Walk
Hill streets.

“Wenow have asigned PDA
from DCAMM,” said Van Du-
sen. “We have now entered
into the 90 days of that agree-
ment to do our due diligence.
We will continue and keep
working toward our Licensed
Development Agreement
(LDA).We are thrilled to have
cleared the first milestone and
look forward to the others and
starting construction.”

The tentative project in-
cludes 265 units of supportive
senior and Foster Family
housing, along with some
homeownership opportuni-
ties. The plans have not been
presented publicly yet.

There was controversy earli-
er this year when some in the
communitylearned that a pre-
vious developer who had gone
through a very public process
had abandoned hisintentions
for the site — which was never
announced publicly. An al-
ternative process that wasn’t
made public ended with the
choice of Lena New Boston.
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Poll report: Many Dems like how Baker has governed

Following is a roundup of political
news reported by State House News
Service staff members over the last
few weeks:

Hehasfaced tensions within hisown
party hierarchy, but lame-duck Re-
publican Gov. Charlie Baker remains
popular among Democrats during his
final year in office. In a new UMass
Lowell poll of likely Democratic
primary voters, 77 percent of regis-
tered Democrats said they strongly
or somewhat approve of Baker’s job
performance. Seventy percent of re-
spondents said they have a favorable
impression of Baker compared to 19
percent who view the Republican
governor unfavorably, a 51-point
net favorability rating that puts his
standing among Democrats roughly
in line with Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu (+52 net favorability) and slightly
behind Democrat US Sens. Elizabeth
Warren (+58 net favorability) and Ed
Markey (+57 net favorability). Mas-
sachusetts Democrats hold Baker in
higher regard than un-retired former
New England Patriots quarterback
Tom Brady, who received a favor-
able rating from 47 percent and an
unfavorable rating from 29 percent,
though neither comes anywhere close
to the support earned by ice cream,
which 94 percent of respondents view
favorably compared to just 2 percent
who disparage the dessert.

— CHRIS LISINSKI

Firefighters Union backs

Liss-Riordan in AG race
The union representing more than
12,000 active and retired firefighters,
EMTs, and paramedics in Massachu-
settshasendorsed Shannon Liss-Rior-
daninthe contest for attorney general,
pointing to the Democrat’s success

as a labor
attorney
as the fac-
tor that
elevated
her above
others in
the race.
“Shan-
non’s re-
cord of fighting for working people is
unmatched and she is the only candi-
date in this race with the experience
that equips her to do this job on day
one. Working peoplein Massachusetts
need an attorney with a track record of
success astheirnext AG, and Shannon
Liss-Riordanisthe candidate who fits
the bill,” Professional Fire Fighters of
Massachusetts President Rich MacK-
innon Jr. said. Liss-Riordan has en-
joyed early support from unions as she
faces former Boston City Councillor
Andrea Campbell and 2018 lieutenant
governor nominee Quentin Palfrey in
a Democratic primary. Bourne attor-
ney Jay McMahon, the Republican
nominee for attorney general in 2018,
is also running for the post.

— COLIN A. YOUNG
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Environmental League hosts
Healey, Chang-Diaz

Democratic candidates for governor
Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz and Attorney
General Maura Healey were sched-
uled toparticipate in this Wednesday’s
(April 27) Environmental League of
Massachusetts(ELM)-WBUR forum
focusing on energy and the envi-
ronment. ELM says that all major
candidates were invited to participate
and that the 6 p.m. event will stream
online while it takes place in-person
at WBUR CitySpace. “The next gov-
ernor of Massachusetts will have the
responsibility to keep us on our path

toward carbon neutrality,” ELM Vice
President for Policy Nancy Goodman
said in a statement. “It is critical they
enter the office with a bold vision and
plan forimplementation. That’s what
voters will be looking for when they
head to the polls in November. We
look forward to providing this oppor-
tunity for the candidates to discuss
the most pressing issues of our time.”
The event is billed as a forum rather
than a debate.

— KATIE LANNAN

Environmental activists
in boost to Chang-Diaz

During a week that has been heavy
on climate news, state Sen. Sonia
Chang-Diaz’s gubernatorial campaign
announced a slate of endorsements
from six people the Jamaica Plain
Democrat’s team said are among
“Massachusetts’s top climate policy
makers, experts, and advocates.” The
list includes Bob Massie, an envi-
ronmentalist and 2018 candidate for
governor; Patrick-era Department of
Public Utilities Chair Ann Berwick;
Executive Director of Renew US
Dalida Rocha; former president of
the Conservation Law Foundation
Philip Warburg; Executive Director
of Alternatives for Community and
Environment Dwaign Tyndal; Ex-
ecutive Director of Livable Streets
Stacy Thompson; and Claire Miller,
founder and co-coordinator of the
Mass Power Forward Coalition. “We
need a governor like Sonia to shift us
to clean electricity, break free from
the stranglehold of fossil fuels, catch
up on renewable energies, and build
an equitable economy. Sonia has
excellent plans, laid out paragraph
by paragraph, and the experience to
deliver them,” Massie said, referring
to the climate plan Chang-Diaz re-

You care about patients |
and we care about you.

APPLY HERE!

mattapanchc.org/careers

leased in December. Earlier in the
week, Chang-Diaz’s Democratic pri-
mary rival Maura Healey released
her own climate plan and scored
the endorsements of the House and
Senate chairs of the Joint Committee
on Telecommunications, Utilities and
Energy.

— COLIN A. YOUNG

An interesting twist
in auditor campaign
In the wide-open race for state au-
ditor, transportation advocate Chris
Dempsey now counts his opponent’s
predecessor among his camp. Lat
week, Dempsey announced that he
had secured the endorsement of
former state Sen. Kathleen O’Con-
nor Ives, who represented the First
Essex District from 2013 until 2019,
when she was succeeded by auditor
candidate Sen. Diana DiZoglio. “I am
enthusiastically supporting Chris
Dempsey for state auditor because
he is articulating detailed and clear
plans...suchastrackingthe spending
of the unprecedented ARPA federal
funding Massachusetts is receiving,”
O’Connor Ives said in a statement
provided by Dempsey’s campaign.
“I have not made an endorsement
of a candidate for public office since
retiring from the State Senate at the
beginning of 2019, but I feel strongly
thatin this race thereis a clear choice
and Chris Dempsey will work in the
public’s interest.” Both Democrats
running for auditor have nearly equal
backing among voters so far, according
to a new UMass Lowell poll of likely
Democratic primary voters that found
23 percent support for Dempsey, 21
percent support for DiZoglio ,and 54
percent undecided.
— CHRIS LISINSKI

*¢* Mattapan
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What’s up with 8 candidacies for the hght-work Lt. Gov. post?

By AnTHONY BROOKS
WBUR REPORTER

Few voters might be able to answer
the question of a what a lieutenant
governor does in Massachusetts.
The answer, according to the state
constitution: Very little. (1) Step
in if the governor becomes too sick to
serve, dies or leaves office. (2) Sit on
the Governor’s Council — an arcane
body that meets a few hours a month
to considerjudicial nominations, par-
dons and commutations.

And yet, this year, it has become
one of the most sought elected offices
in the state.

The decision by Gov. Baker and Lt.
Gov. Karyn Polito not to seek re-elec-
tion has created wide-open contests
tosucceed them. But that’s especially
true for Polito.

In fact, more people are running
for lieutenant governor than for any
other state office in Massachusetts.

The current crop of eight candidates
includes six Democrats (state Rep.
TamiGouveia, state Sen. Adam Hinds,
Salem Mayor Kim Driscoll, state Sen.
Eric Lesser, businessmen Bret Bero
and Scott Donohue, and two Repub-
licans (former state Rep. Kate Cam-
panale and former state Rep. Leah
Cole Allen.)

But what’s the attraction of a job
with so few official duties?

Evelyn Murphy, who was elected
lieutenant governor in 1986, said
the lack of clear responsibilities gave
her the freedom to define the job for
herself.

“I was really excited by that,” said
Murphy, who became the first woman
in Massachusetts history to win a
constitutional office.

Lieutenant governors work in
partnership with the governor, said
Murphy, but they can also shape their
own agendas. In her case, that meant

Beth Israel Lahey Health )

Former Lt. Gov. Paul Cellucci went on to become governor. Jane Swift be-
came acting governor. And John Kerry became a US Senator and Secretary

of State.

helping cities and towns make plans
for decades to come.

“What I wanted to do was create a
way to use the freedom of the office to
say to all the communitiesin the state:
‘Take alook ahead and see what you're
going to need in terms of schools, in
terms of healthcare, in terms of hous-
ing, so that you've got a plan,” “ said
Murphy, who wanted to find ways for
the state to help.

Murphy said becoming lieutenant
governor also provides a good launch-
ing pad to eventually run for governor.
In fact, out of 72 Massachusetts lieu-
tenant governors, more than a third
went on to serve as the state’s chief
executive.

In Murphy’s case, she was an early
favorite in 1990 to win the Democratic
gubernatorial nomination, though her
campaign faded and she eventually
dropped out. But other recent lieu-
tenant governors — including Paul
Cellucci and Jane Swift — eventually
made it to the corner office.

Cellucci stepped into the role after
Gov. William Weld resigned in 1997
and was re-elected the following

Small changes

can make a blg
difference! g

Improve your overall

WBUR images

year. Jane Swift became acting gov-
ernor in 2001 after Cellucci left to
become US ambassador to Canada.
Swift decided not to run for a full term
as governor, however, after some con-
troversies and flagging poll numbers.

Other notable success stories in-
clude John Kerry, who vaulted from
lieutenant governor to US Senator,
and then became secretary of state.
And Calvin Coolidge, another Mas-
sachusetts lieutenant governor, went
to governor then national as Warren
Harding’s VP and, later, his successor.

But because the job is so loosely de-
fined, it often attracts people with little
or no political experience. This year,
that includes two of the Democrats —
Bero and Donohue. And back in 1994,
it included Bob Massie, a grassroots
organizer, running for office for the
first time.

“Lieutenant governor is kind of this
place where you can be creative and
where unusual people can run and
win the primary,” said Massie, who
won the Democratic nomination that
year. Massie and Mark Roosevelt went
on to lose the general election to the

well-being and lower your risk
for type 2 diabetes by committing
to these four goals:

Eat healthier

Get active

Maintain a healthy weight

Speak with your healthcare provider

Republican ticket of Weld and Cellucci.

But while running, Massie said he
often faced the same two contradictory
questions:

“Why do you believe you are qual-
ified for the second highest office in
the state? And why do you want this
do-nothing job?”

Massie, though, said he viewed the
job as full of potential.

In fact, the history of lieutenant
governors in Massachusetts suggests
that political experience matters a lot.
Virtually all the winning candidates
had backgrounds in politics or elective
office — from Sam Adams, a founding
father and one ofthe earliest lieutenant
governors, to Karyn Polito, who holds
the office now.

But that history hasn’t stopped po-
litical outsiders from taking a shot.

This article was first published by
WBUR 90.9FMon April 21. The Report-
er and WBUR share content through a
media partnership.

Mariano likes Driscoll
as Lt. Gov candidate

House Speaker Ron Mariano last
month made his pick in this year’s
lieutenant governor race public, back-
ing Salem Mayor Kim Driscoll from a
busy Democratic primary field that
also features a sitting state rep and
two senators.

Mariano said last week that Driscoll
“will be a valuable partner for our work
in the House and the best advocate for
the cities and towns of the Common-
wealth.” He pointed to her “vision for
what this state can achieve in offshore
wind development and job creation.”

Mariano had previously thrown
his support behind Attorney General
Maura Healey for governor.

— KATIE LANNAN
STATE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

bilh.org
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(Continued from page 1)
and played proball over-
seas for a long time.”

Alfreda Harris, a for-
mer Parks Department
deputy commissioner,
was one of the first torec-
ognize Dixon’s talents.
She helped steer her to
Cambridge Rindge and
Latin High School and
then on to the Division
1 college ranks.

“I have helped many,
many young men and
young women through
the sport of basketball go
on to major colleges and
universities,” said Har-
risat Monday’s meeting.
“Medina Dixon is one of
the best.”

Dixon’s brother, Rob
Dixon, said her family is
happy to have the courts
named after Medina, but
all felt it should have
come long ago.

“All of us are very
proud of this achieve-
ment, but me personally,
I think it should have
beendonefiveor 10 years
ago,” he said. “We had
to do it after she died,
which is a shame for
Boston...A lot of young
ladies are playing high
school and collegiate ball
now because of what Me-
dina did on those courts.
It’s a generational thing
now and that’s what she
wanted.”

Her anonymity in her
own neighborhood and
in Boston was something
that was painful during
herbest years, her broth-
ersays. Herecalled after
her team won the NCAA
Championship, he went
to the airport to pick her
up. They expected some
sort of celebration or
acknowledgement from

THE REPORTER
Medina Dixon ‘did it all’ on the courts that now carry her name

April 28, 2022

Mattapan’s Medina Dixon, who passed away from cancer last fall, is shown
here during her playing days at Old Dominion University.
Photos courtesy Old Dominion University

Boston, but nothing ever
came — even after the
Olympic medal.

“She came back from
winning it all and I went
to pick her up at the air-
port and there was just
nothing,” he said. “It’s
one thing to embrace,

or not to embrace, one
of your own. Boston did
nothing. That hurt her
atthetime,itreally did.”

At Old Dominion Uni-
versity (ODU)in Norfolk,
VA, where the 6-foot-3
Dixon was a star player
during the 1980s, she

20 IF)

J
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Elliott Physical Therapy is owned by a Milton family with
over 25 years of physical therapy experience.
We provide orthopedic physical therapy
by licensed physical therapists to children, teens and adults.
To schedule an appointment please call 617-696-8141!
Worried about a nagging injury? Call for free injury screen today.

elliott

PHYSICAL THERAPY

475 Adams Street
480 Adams Street
Milton, MA 02186
617-696-8141
Fax: 617-322-1079
www.elliottphysicaltherapy.com

is still a revered figure.
She was inducted into
the ODU Sports Hall of
Fame in 2017 and the
university retired her
No. 13 jersey in 2011.
She played three years
at ODU after transfer-
ring from the University
of South Carolina where
she had enrolled as the
top girls’ high school
player coming out of a
talented pool of players

in Massachusetts at the
time. She led ODU to
three NCAA tournament
appearances, including
a Final Four in 1983
and the national cham-
pionship in 1985. In the
championship season,
she was a first team
Kodak All-American,
the Sun Belt Conference
Player of the Year, and
aNaismith Player of the
Year finalist.

“Medina Dixon has
given so much to the
community of Norfolk
and ODU; it is only
fitting that her legacy
be remembered in pres-
tigious ways,” current
ODU Women’s Bas-
ketball Coach DeLisha
Milton-Jones told the
Reporter. “The dedica-
tion Medina displayed
while playing for ODU
will be able to live on
for many years to come
through the dedicating of
these courts in her hon-
or. My only wish is that
every person that steps
foot on that court will
do so in remembrance
of a great player and an
even greater woman,
that Medina was. She
will forever be a great
ambassador for ODU
Women’s Basketball.”

Beyond college, Dixon
was part ofthe first Wom-
en’s Olympic “Dream
Team” in 1992, opposite
amen’steam comprising
superstars like Larry
Bird, Patrick Ewing, and
Michael Jordan. That
women’s team went on
to win a bronze medal
in the 1992 Games, with
Dixon playing a major
role in that victory.

McClain remembers
her as a scrappy young
player growing up in
Mattapan, playing with
theboys and never afraid
to be aggressive. Grow-
ing up on Willowwood

April 25, 2020 was a very sad day.
Our Brother Billy lost his battle with cancer
He fought so hard to stay,
but the brutal pain he had
was gone; no more suffering
Everyone Misses Billy
No one can replace your smile,
kindness & your always helping hands
You're with us always
in our thoughts and our hearts

Miss you love you Billy xoxoxo

dotnews.com

Street as one of 12 sib-
lings (her brother Rob
Dixon was drafted by
the NBA’s Washington
Wizards), she played of-
ten at the Norfolk Street
courts and learned the
game there with her
brothers and others from
the neighborhood.

McClain said those
courts were well-known
in the 1970s for attract-
ing top talent from all
over the area, propelled
by competitive pick-up
games all the time and by
hosting the annual Bos-
ton Neighborhood Bas-
ketball League (BNBL)
playoffs.

“She could play with
us, and shewasn’taweak
link at all,” he recalled.
“Many of the other play-
ers were shocked she
was so aggressive as a
girl. She always wanted
to prove a point that she
could play... It would
have meant everything
to her to have the court
named after her if she
were still around.”

Nowadays, McClain
runs elite girls’ basket-
ball tournaments as part
of the Battle New En-
gland teams. Hehasbeen
adding Dixon’s name
to those tournaments
over the last year to pay
homage to her achieve-
ments. Last summer, he
hosted a tournament in
her honor in New York
City’s Rucker Park—and
Dixon was able to attend
in person. Next month,
from May 13-15,he plans
to host the 1st annual
Medina Dixon All-Star
Tournament, partly in
Cambridge and partly
at the Kroc Center in
Dorchester.

“T always tell the play-
ers any time you want to
reach full potential, you
have to pay homage to
the people that came be-
fore you that set the bar
high,” he said. “I want
all the ladies in these
tournaments to know
who Medina Dixon is.”

Rob Dixon said he and
the Dixon family hope to
help outinremembering
Medina with camps, fo-
cusevents and other bas-
ketball-related events on
Norfolk Street. He noted,
“We could have done it
with her five years ago,
butreally thisisastepin
a positive direction and
giving young people more
access to things like this
will be a bonus.”

Parks Commissioner
Ryan Woods said the
courtshaverecently been
re-done, and the Medina
Dixon Courts are part of
a larger renovation proj-
ect of the space, officially
the George H. Walker
Park. The renovations
include a rehab of the
playing fields, a new
playground, and a new
open space picnic area.

The request fornaming
the courts after Dixon
came from Police Supt.
Nora Baston, Alfreda
Harris, the Dixon family,
City Councillor Ruthzee
Louijeune, and more
than 200 signatories on
aneighborhood petition.
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By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpITOR

The business district
in Codman Square has
plenty of life and foot
traffic, but the space has
long needed some up-
grades. Now, two neigh-
borhood natives about to
open the district’s first
cannabis dispensary on
Washington Street op-
posite Kenwood Street
believe their store can be
the catalyst for renewed
vitality.

Jeff Similien and Rob-
ert Nichols, co-owners
of Lowkey Dispensary,
have gone through sev-
eral years of permitting
to get to where they are
right now — “building it
out and in the construc-
tion phase,” said Nichols.

“Next week we’re
bringing in the flooring,
plumbers, and electri-
cal contractors and we
expect it to fly quickly.
We’ve been targeting an
opening date for the end
of July if all of our final
inspections go well.”

Similien said they
started the process in
2017, and while they
have other proposals
now in Hyde Park and
West Roxbury, Codman
Square was their first
effort and the one that
helped them learn an

April 28, 2022
Cannabis store owners

are looking to spark change
in Codman Square

ever-changing regulato-
Ty process.

They have received
approvals from the City
of Boston and have their
provisional license from
the state Cannabis Con-
trol Commission (CCC).
While the two men are
planning to retain own-
ership and not bring in
any out-of-state opera-
tors, they have hired a
seasoned general man-
ager and operations
manager to provide can-
nabis expertise.

“We're excited,” said
Nichols. “It’s been a lot
investedintothisandit’s
been a long road. We are
ready to get thereturn...
It’s one of the hardest
businessestogointo.It’s
very highly regulated.”

Some in the neighbor-
hood were lukewarm to
the idea of a dispensary
in the Square — par-
ticularly since there is
another one proposed for
a site just two blocks up
Washington Street.

The Codman Square
Neighborhood Council
(CSNC) has in recent
history taken a stance
against most dispensa-
ries. [ts members feel the
business district could
become saturated with
them. The civic has also
stated they it would like

toseeinvestmentsin sit-
down restaurants and
other local businesses
before a proliferation of
cannabis stores.

Nichols and Similien
have strong ties to the
community. Both grew
up in Codman Square,
and professionally, they
have operated a residen-
tial and commercial real
estate business in the
area for a decade.

“We look at our dis-
pensary as a benefit to
the community,” said
Nichols. “It’s the first
of its kind here and will
bring in an upgrade
to this storefront. We
believe that will lead to
other investment and
business coming here.
It’saforgotten geminthe
city. We see our store as
acatalystthat will lever-
ageotherinvestmentsin
Codman Square.”

The partners are cur-
rently accepting propos-
als for a a mural con-
test for the dispensary’s
exterior adjacent to a
parking lot.

“The mural is a small
way for this to be for
the people here,” said
Similien. “It can’t be the
Rob and Jeff show and
us expect for Lowkey to
be a place people enjoy
coming to. By doing the

THE REPORTER
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A first effort to engage the community by Lowkey is a mural contest for their
building with submissions now being taken.

mural or the investment
drive, it gives people
partnership in what
we’re doing. In the case
ofthe mural,it’sthekind
of outward partnership
that everyone will see
for years to come.”

Lowkey’s space at
571B Washington St.
became available af-
ter Dunkin’ Donuts,
which was eyeing the
storefront, backed out.
Similien, who bought
the building, approached

Seth Daniel photo

Nichols to form a part-
nership.

Nichols had left a cor-
porate career with Stop
& Shop to pursue the
construction and real
estate business. After
(Continued on page 23)
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Belén Indhira Pereyra back in Boston with Ailey troupe

By SHIRA LAUCHAROEN
WBUR REPORTER

Dancer Belén Indhira
Pereyra learned at a
young age that dance is
a language of its own.
Born in the Dominican
Republic and raised in
Lawrence, Massachu-
setts, Pereyra got her
first taste of the art form
when she was seven
years old and joined a
traditional Peruvian
dance group, led by a
woman who just wanted
to share her culture.

From there, she joined
Lawrence Ballet Acade-
my, where she learned
the vocabulary behind
the steps and began to
learn hip-hop and jazz.
But once she enrolled at
Boston Arts Academy for
high school, her passion
for dance flourished, and
she discovered the style
that she most connects
to: modern.

“Ilovethe earthiness of
it,” said Pereyra. “Ballet
is absolutely stunning. I
grew up being mesmer-
ized by it and the magicof
it. But what I love about
modern danceisthebare
feet, the grounding of
the pelvis, the rawness.
There’s a humanness to
it. We’re not trying to be
perfect. We’re trying to
contort ourselves in all
the mysterious waysthat
our bodies are capable
of and expressing real-
ly deep emotions of all

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s Belén Indhira Pereyra dancesin Robert

Battle’s “For Four” premiere onstage.

ranges. In ballet, there’s
an element of perfection
that is aimed for. And in
modern dance, there’s
just so many more colors
thatIcanreach and that
I can express.”

It was also at Boston
Arts Academy that Pe-
reyra began to envision
herself as a dancer with
a professional life in the
arts.

“No one was going to
shake me out of this
dream,” said Pereyra.
“In high school, it be-
came very clear that it
was a possibility, that it
isacareer path. Growing
up, not just in the His-
panic community, but
just in general, the arts
is something that some-
times can be frowned
upon, as init’s not areal

Virtual Public Meeting

554-562 Columbia Road

Photo courtesy of Paul Kolnik

career and it won’t pay
the bills. A part of me
wasn’t sure how realistic
the path was. But when
I got influenced by all
the incoming teachers,
choreographers, and
guest speakers, it was
very obvious that many
people are leading fruit-
fullives on this path, and
why can’t I?”

Pereyra now dances

with the Alvin Ailey
American Dance The-
ater in New York. The
company will come to
Boston for the first time
since 2019, before the
start ofthe pandemic, as
part of Celebrity Series’
“The Movement Series”
(April 28-May 1), which
will center works cele-
brating Black culture.

Some of the dances
that she will perform in
include “Love Stories,” a
joyful ballet inspired by
the African concept of
“Sankofa,” which teach-
es that “we don’t know
where we’re going unless
we know where we have
been.”

She will also dance in
“For Four,” capturing
the energy of coronavi-
rus times, “Blues Suite”
and “BUSK,” a crowd
favorite. Pereyra will
alsobe a part of “Holding
Space” and the spiritual
“Revelations,” created by
Aileyin 1960 and known
as the choreographer’s
major masterpiece.

“The pandemic, for
me, was arebirth. It was
an opportunity to reca-
librate, recenter, and
recreate myself,” said
Pereyra. “Coming back
to Boston was a huge
celebration ofthat awak-
ening, that rebirth. It’s
an opportunity to share
all the growth I've expe-
rienced in the center of
my heart and share it in
a very powerful, potent

way, as generously as I
can. Boston hasgivenme
so much, and I have so
many people in Boston
whom I love, who have
shaped my career, who
have shaped my life in
ways that I can never
thank enough.”

While Alvin Ailey him-
self was a Black artist,
and “The Movement
Series” represents an
honoring of Black cul-
ture, Pereyra said that
she doesn’t “really think
of race, at all. I think of
the soul. Forme, it’s less
about Black excellence,
because I believe we're
all excellent, including
Black excellence. I think
Mr. Ailey was about all
people, and I think he
was about integrating
and merging, blending
the lines, completely
dismantling these seg-
regated ideas of putting
people into categories
and sectioning them off.

“I’'m aboutthat. Tome,
that’s my path, as well
as Mr. Ailey’s. I'm so
grateful and humbled to
be in this company, that
walks that path, that is
led by aman who wanted
to go beyond his skin, to
others.”

This article was first
published by WBUR on
April 21. The Reporter
and WBUR share con-
tent through a media
partnership.

Virtual Public Meeting

26 Coffey Street

Zoom Link: bit.ly/30kGxrh
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 576 8187

Thursday, May 5
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Tuesday, May 10
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3vAq7T5
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Project Description: Meeting ID: 161 205 6788
Proposal for a mixed-use residential/commercial development with 72 new
residential units including the four-story Fox Hall Building to be renovated
along with 5,524 sf of commercial space in combination with construction of a
six-story addition at the rear along with a 24 space parking garage and
associated open space and amenities. The Proponent envisions development
without displacement with 100% of the new residential units deed-restricted
for a variety of income levels in a true mixed-income program, with existing
SRO tenants at the Fox Hall Building upgraded to larger studio apartments in
the new building without displacement.

Project Proponent:
Midot LLC

Project Description:

Construction of a new 4-story building with a common roof deck
that will include twenty-five (25) total Dwelling Units, thirteen (13) of
which are two-bedroom residential units (four per floor + one at
grade/street level), six (6) one-bedroom residential units and six (6)
studio units, an Activity Room with a dedicated entrance from the
courtyard, a lobby/sitting area, plus a bicycle storage and repair area
off the common lobby. Twenty-five (25) vehicle parking spaces
accessed via a new curb cut on Coffee Street. The two (2) existing
curb cuts will be extinguished.

La informacién de esta reunion es crucial para usted como residente y parte
interesada de la ciudad de Boston. Se encuentra disponible el servicio gratuito
de interpretacion de la informacion brindada en estas reuniones. Si necesita
servicios de traduccién, contactese con: (Stephen.j.harvey@boston.gov) (617-
918-4418) La reunién esta programada para el 05/05/2022. Por favor, solicite
los servicios de interpretacién a mas tardar 5 dias antes de la fecha de la
reunion.

Enfomasyon ki nan reyinyon sa a enpotan anpil pou ou menm antanke rezidan
Vil Boston ak moun ki gen enteré nan vil sa. Sévis entépretasyon ki disponib
pou kominike enfomasyon yo nan reyinyon sa yo san okenn fré anplis pou ou.
Si ou bezwen sevis tradiksyon, pri tan kontak: (Stephen.j.harvey@boston.gov)
((617-918-4418) Reyinyon an pwograme pou 05/05/2022. Tanpri mande sévis
entépretasyon an 5 jou pou pita anvan dat reyinyon an.
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Gov. Charlie Baker; Frederica, president and CEO, Whittier Street Health
Center; and gala honoree Joseph Nolan, Jr., CEO, Eversource Energy.
Chris Aduama photo

Whittier Street Center salutes

Eversource CEO Joseph Nolan

Whittier Street Health
Centertoasted and roast-
ed Eversource Energy
CEOdJoseph Nolan, Jr. at
its annual gala on April
19 at the Boston Park
Plaza Hotel in a return
to an all-out in-person
event after a two-year
hiatus.

Continuing Whittier
Street Health Center’s
long tradition of shin-
ing a light on standout
business leaders and
philanthropists, Nolan
was lauded for “being a
staunch supporter and
one of the most caring
and passionate champi-
ons” for Boston’s most

vulnerable residents.

WCVB Channel 5
“CityLine” host and ex-
ecutive producer Karen
Holmes Ward emceed
the event, which attract-
ed 600 guests, including
Gov. Charlie Baker and
raised $1.2 million to
provide high quality
medical care and social
services for Boston resi-
dents, regardless of their
ability to pay.

“This year’s gala
was a true celebra-
tion,” said Frederica
M. Williams, president
and CEO of Whittier
Street Health Center,
which primarily serves

Dorchester and Roxbury
residents. “Under Joe’s
leadership, Eversource
has a bold vision to be a
catalyst for clean energy,
a beacon of sustain-
ability and a leader in
promoting racial equity
and social justice among
itsemployees, suppliers,
and the communities
served.

“In addition to paying
tribute to the remark-
ableJoe and Eversource,
we were honored to have
Gov. Baker in atten-
dance — and to have the
generous support of our
donors.”

Theatre marathon to include work
by Savin Hill’s O’Neill

Catherine O’Neill’s
latest play will be fea-
tured in the upcoming
Boston Theater Mara-
thon XXIV, which fea-
tures 50 ten-minute
plays written by New
England playwrights
and presented by local
theatre companies.

The event will take
place on the Boston Uni-
versity campus on Sun.,
May 1.

A Dorchester native
who has become a well-
known playwright over

the last several years,
O’Neill has written and
produced several Bos-
ton-themed plays, in-
cluding “The Fence,”
“Murph,” and “Sister
Anonymous.” Her lat-
est work, “The Shave,”
will be featured in the
festival.

Boston Theater Mar-
athon XXIV marks the
return to live, in-person
performances for the
event. Net proceeds will
go to the Theatre Com-
munity Benevolent Fund

Catherine O’Neill
(TCBF), which provides
financial relief to Bos-
ton-area theatre artists
in need.

Tickets can be pur-
chased online at bu.edu/
bpt/performances/
boston-theater-mara-
thon-xxiv.
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in and around our Neighborhoods

BGCD to honor three
at ’22 Women’s gala

The Boys & Girls Clubs
of Dorchester (BGCD) will
host its 29th Annual New
England Women’s Lead-
ership Awards (NEWLA)
in person on Mon., May
16, at the Seaport Hotel
in Boston in celebration
of remarkable women
who meet challenges with
confidence, persistence,
and compassion.

The event will be hosted
by WBZ-TV (Ch.4) anchor
Lisa Hughes.

BGCD said it is pleased
to have First Lady Lau-
ren Baker as Chair for
the 2022 awards. Her
generosity of her time,
donations, and endless
care have supported peo-
ple all across the Com-
monwealth. This year’s
honorees are:

e Dr. Kizzmekia S.
Corbett is an assistant

professor of immunology
and infectious diseases
at Harvard’s T.H. Chan
School of Public Health,
Shutzer Assistant Profes-
sor at Harvard’s Radcliff
Institute of Advanced
Study, and Associate
Member of the Phillip T.
and Susan M. Ragon Insti-
tute. Aleading COVID-19
vaccine, mRNA-1273,
was co-designed by Dr.
Corbett’s NIH team from
viral sequence and rap-
idly deployed to industry
partner, Moderna, Inc.,
for Phase 1 clinical trial.
It is a now used around
the world to prevent
COVID-19 disease.

e Jen Faigel is the exec-
utive director of Common-
Wealth Kitchen (CWK),
Greater Boston’s non-prof-
it food business incubator
and development center.

An innovative civic lead-
er, she lives by the motto
“It doesn’t matter how
fast you run or high you
jump, but how well you
bounce.” The CWK team
launched CommonTable,
a coordinated effort to put
its hard-hit food business
community to work feed-
ing neighbors in need.

e Silvia Lopez Chavez
is a Dominican-American
visual artist working at
the intersection of art,
design, and community.
A brilliant colorist, Sil-
via’s murals transform
architecture worldwide,
provoking collective con-
sciousness and inspiring
joint ownership of the art
through its place-keeping
process.

For more information
please visit secure.qgoiv.
com/for/newla22.

Nunez drafted to play ball
in the Dominican Republic

Dorchester’s Kevin
Nunez, a senior on the
Lasell University basket-
ball team, was selected as
the 16th pick by Indios
de San Francisco, a pro-
fessional team in the Do-
minican Republic, during
the 2022 Liga Nacionalde
Baloncesto draft.

Nunez is a 6-foot-
1 guard for the New-
ton-based Lasers, who
compete in the Great
Northeast Athletic
Conference. Last De-
cember, he reached the
1,000-point mark during
a game against Wheaton
College.

An alumnus of New
Mission High School in
Hyde Park, Nunez told
the Reporter recently
that he enjoys attending
college close to home.

“It’s great because I
get to have my childhood

o (ETET
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Kevin Nunez

friends and my mom
and my stepdad come to
most of my games and
support me,” he said.
“I've been through a lot
as a ballplayer—Ilots of
injuries and stuff. For
them to always be there
supporting me through
ups and downs is great.

“As far as being a
Dorchester native kid,
it’s an amazing feeling,
because a lot of people
didn’t really know me or
expect me to be this good.
I just put in the work.”

After averaging 16.1
points and 6.0 rebounds
per game during the
2021-22 season, Nunez
earned GNAC All-Con-
ference second-team rec-
ognition. He shot 47.4
percent from the field
(167 for 352) on the
season.

During an 86-71 tri-
umph at Rivier on Dec.
4, he finished with ca-
reer-highs of 34 points
and 15 of 25 from the
field. The field goals tied
him for the fourth mostin
asingle gamein program
history. He also pulled
down a season-high 14
boards.

Nunez recorded three
double-doubles during
the 2021-22 season, scor-
ing in double figures 19
times, including 22 or
more on seven occasions.

—REPORTER STAFF

Illustration and text from a
clipping from some unknown,
undated publication from
the second half of the 19th
century.

“Of all the women who
devoted themselves to the
soldiers in our late war, per-
haps none had a more varied
experience than Elida B.
Rumsey—a girl soyoung that
Miss Dix would not receive
her as a nurse. Undaunted
by seeming difficulties, she
persisted in ‘doing the next
thing,” and so fulfilled her
great desire to do something
for the soldiers, for wherever
she saw a soldier in need
her ready sympathies were
enlisted, little caring if the
heart beats stirred a coat of
blue or gray.

“She was engaged to Mr.

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE

DORCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

John A. Fowle, of Jamaica
Plain, Mass., who was em-
ployed in the Navy Dept in

Washington but who devoted
all his spare time to philan-
thropic enterprises, and their
work was supplementary
from the first. In Nov.’61, she
began to visit the hospitals
and sing to the soldiers, and
theknowledge ofhow little the
boys had to look forward to
from day to day, while under
such depressing influences,
first inspired the thought of
supplying them with pictures
and books.

“One of the first things
established was a Sunday
evening prayer meeting in
Columbia College Hospital,
in an upper room in Auntie
Pomroy’s ward. That room
was crowded night after night,
and overflow meetings were
heldin agrove nearby. Thein-
terest steadily increased, and
the enthusiasm ofthe soldiers

Miss Elida Rumsey Fowle

could not be repressed, when
Miss Rumsey’s sweet voice
stirred their souls, and rekin-
dled the noble self-sacrificing
spirit that had brought them
to such a place. The soldiers
planned what they wanted her
tosing from week to week, and
she threw into the songs all
her great desire to bring the
boystotheirbetter selves and
help them to feel they were not
forgotten and alone.

“Miss Rumsey was the
means of founding a Soldier’s
Free Library, the first one
hundred dollars was given by
Mrs. Walter Baker, a greater
part of the remainder was
earned by Miss Rumsey and
Mr. Fowle, giving concerts. On
March 1,1863, Mr. Fowle and
Miss Rumsey were married in
the Hall of Representatives,
about 4,000 being present.

The ceremony was performed
according to the rights of
the Episcopal Church by the
Rev. Mr. Quint, pastor of
the church which Mr. Fowle
attended in Jamaica Plain,
and Chaplain of the 2nd
Mass. Reg.

“Mr. and Mrs. Fowle now
reside in Dorchester, Mass.”

The archive of these histori-
cal posts can be viewed on the
blog at dorchesterhistorical-
society.org.

[ X X ]

Reminder: A house history
from the Dorchester Histor-
ical Society would make a
great gift to a homeowner in
Dorchester or Mattapan. Take
alook at some of the completed
histories on the Dorchester
Historical Society website.
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Muralist wants to bring sense of ‘peace’ to Peabody Square

By SETH DANIEL
News EpiTor

Sometime next month,
the brick-clad Peabody/
Englewood senior hous-
ing building at the cross-
roads of Peabody Square
will be dressed up with a
1,500-square-foot mural
created by a 30-year-old
artist who grew up in
Dorchester and Brigh-
ton.

Mattaya Fitts, who
moved to Brooklyn in
December 2019 and
works there for a profes-
sional mural company,
will return in mid-May
to paint a little peace-
fulness in her former
neighborhood.

“It’s definitely going
to be one of the larger
murals I've created,”
Fittssaidin aninterview
last week. “Overall, I'd
say the encompassing
themes are personal
transformation, self-
care, healing, and the
relationship between
us and nature...I just
really wanted to tap into
themes of growth and
how we can look at na-
ture and find commonal-
itiesbetween the natural
world and ourselves.”

Fitts said the mural,
which will be titled “Joy
of Growing,” will be
about acknowledging
one’s personal journey,
knowing one is going
throughthatjourney and
may not be at the end.
The central figure will be
alarge personinthe ‘tree
pose,’ borrowing a stance
from yoga — though she
said the theme is not
about yoga.

The existing trees in
front of the large wall on
the Dorchester Avenue
side of the building will
play into the mural as
well, giving it a three-di-
mensional quality. Fi-
nally, a theme of butter-
flies and caterpillars and
their journey of change
will be reflected in the
mural.

However, she said
it won’t be something
that will overpower the
urbanscape.

“Since it’s about self-
care and healing, I want-
edittobereally soothing
to look at — some blues
and purple and tones you
would say are pastel,”
said Fitts. “Idon’t wantit
tooverwhelm that space.
The intersection there is
really busy and loud, and
I hope people will look at
itin this context and feel
at peace.”

The mural onthe BHA
propertyis partofalarg-
er program by the agency
to add some extra life to
many of their buildings
citywide. Last year, a
mural was added to the
Patricia White develop-
mentin Brighton and an-
other projectisjust about
tostart at Franklin Field
on Stratton Street.

The Peabody/Engle-
wood mural will be the
largest and most visible
within the program to
date, according to BHA
Administrator Kate Ben-
nett.

Mattaya Fitts, original-
ly from Dorchester, is
ready to begin work on
a a mural on the side of
the Peabody/Englewood
senior housing building
in Peabody Square.
Jared Charney photo

“We are thrilled to
have so many local art-
ists bring new color and
beauty to our public
housing communities,”
Bennettsaid. “These mu-
rals will be an awesome
reminder that our resi-
dents and communities
are central to the urban
fabric of this city.”

Fitts spent most of her
life living in Dorchester
and Brighton before
moving to Brooklyn.
She attended the Haley
School on American
Legion Highway in Mat-
tapan, and then Boston
Latin Academy. During
her school years, she
said, she was very in-
volved in the Artists for
Humanity program, now
located in South Boston,
and that really shaped
her desire tobe an artist.

“We are all artists in
some capacity as chil-
dren and we draw and
paint and create things,”
she said. “Many of us
leave that behind as we
get older. It started the
same way for me, but
I never left it behind...
Drawing, painting, and
communicating a vision
have always been part of
my life since elementary
school.”

Fitts enrolled at the
Massachusetts College
of Art (Mass Art) in
Mission Hill, and orig-
inally chose to pursue
photography. Eventual-
ly, though, she landed
in painting and worked
at canvas paintings.
However, unsure that
this was a career path,
she stepped away from
painting after college. It
wasn’tlong, though, that
she knew she needed to
revisit things.

“I had to step away
from it after college for
a while to know that I
needed todoit,” shesaid.

In 2017, she said she
beganlookinginto mural
painting.

“The scale of the work
and it being outdoors
and in the community —
making it so accessible
to everyone — there’s
something about that
which really clicked for
me,” she said.

Fitts has collaborat-
ed on other murals in
Boston recently, par-
ticularly one done last

year with Artists for
Humanity on the side of
the Sportsman’s Tennis
Club along Blue Hill
Avenue. She said she
has been inspired by the
many artists working in
Boston on community
murals and noted that
there is a home-grown
movement afoot here.
“There is so much
talent in Boston,” she
said. “The people that
do murals in Boston are
very open to other artists
and it’s not snooty or like
you can’t talk to them.
People here are doing
beautiful work. There’s
always a commitment
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to community in them.
You can see that and
see that so much time
and thought went into
the work...The artists
in Boston doing murals
here have a connection
to Boston or are from
Boston...Theyhave their
hand on the pulse of the
community.”

This year, upon hear-
ing about the new Joy
Agenda that started
under former Acting
Mayor Kim Janey, and
continued under Mayor
Michelle Wu, Fitts ap-
plied to see if she could
be a part of it. Within
the Joy Agenda was a

budget for murals on
city buildings. Fitts said
she was contacted by the
city and accepted into the
program.

She was given a choice
of two different walls,
and eventually chose
the Peabody/Englewood
site. Her proposal was
approved by the Boston
Arts Commission earlier
this month.

So far, she said, she
has met with residents
of the building a few
times and gathered input
from them. She has also
been sharing ideas with
building administrators.
More times than not,

though, she said, people
wonder about how she’ll
handle the overall size of
the piece.

“It’s not completely
new to me anymore, but
when you’re in front of
that big wall, it can still
sometimes be a little
overwhelming,” she said.
“It doesn’t seem as big to
me anymore, but my first
mural was 8x8andIwas
intimidated by it. Now,
I see 30 feet, or 50 feet,
and I can handle that.”

Fitts said she plans
to start in mid-May and
work every day for about
three weeks to complete
the artwork.

ries of Boston
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BOCH CENTER WANG THEATRE

ALVIN AILEY AMERIGAN DANGE THEATER
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_______ Editorial
For Essaibi George,

a time to pay back

Annissa Essaibi George’s mother Barbara was
born in a refugee camp in Germany just after World
War II. Her parents, displaced by the fighting be-
tween the Hitler’s army and Stalin’s Russians, never
made it back to their homeland in Poland.

This month, the former Boston city councillor and
mayoral contender journeyed to Poland, accompa-
nied by her sister Sonia and 26 hockey bags filled
with supplies for Ukrainians who continue to pour
overtheborder seeking refuge from Vladimir Putin’s
murderous assault on their country.

On their eight-day
visit, the Essaibi sis-
ters made their way
to a border crossing
near Przemysi to as-
sist arriving Ukrai-
nians, most of them
pedestrians carrying
whatever they could
with their hands.

“My big take-
away— and I'm still
reflecting on it— is
that one person can
actually make a dif-
ference in this situ-
ation,” said Essaibi
George. “I was very
surprised to not see
as visible a presence
as I expected from some of the international hu-
manitarian organizations like the United Nations
or the Red Cross.”

She added: “I saw people like us just there doing
the work.”

In addition to the hockey bags stuffed with sup-
plies— donated by Dorchester Youth Hockey, BU,
Boston Fire, the Bruins, and other leagues in the
Boston area— the Essaibi sisters brought along
about $25,000 that they had raised before their trip
tobuy necessities like diapers, hygiene products, and
medicine to send into Ukraine. They even crossed
the border into Ukraine to give the supplies they
had purchased at the Polish equivalent of Costco
to a contact who ferried the goods deeper into the
stricken nation.

Essaibi George is careful to emphasize that her
excursion into Ukraine wasn’t a long one, nor very
far over the border. “Other people are taking tre-
mendous risks,” she said. “The Polish people have
really stepped up as a country.”

But, she added: “The mood is one of concern and of
worry, really. Polish people know what this means
for the Ukrainian people, but also for the Polish
people and their sovereignty. The implications are
that democracy is very much at risk.”

Herinstincts tohelp and willingness to take action
aren’t new to the Dorchester-born councillor, who
has been working as a substitute teacher, answer-
ing an urgent call for reinforcements in the Boston
Public Schools.

Essaibi George plans to return to the Po-
land-Ukraine border again soon, this time with a
better understanding of the needs and with better
contacts to make a difference. She and Sonia met
people who run orphanages and others who are
focused on caring for family pets who have been
abandoned.

All of it, she says, is inspired by her own family’s
long-ago experience. “It’s what pulled me to do it,”
she said. “When I think about that experience [my
mother] lived through... for me, it was an opportu-
nity to pay back the people who helped my mother
in her time as a displaced person.” —Bill Forry

e L RS y
Fromleft, justinside Ukraine:
Annissa Essaibi-George, her
sister Sonia and Yuri Kos-
myna.
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United States Attorney
Rachael Rollins took
the oath of office on
April 22 during an in-
vestiture ceremony at
the John Joseph Moak-
ley Federal Courthouse
in Boston.
Rollins was flanked
by her niece Victoria
Nunes, left, and her
daughter Peyton, right.
The oath was adminis-
tered by the Honorable
O.Rogeriee Thompson.
Mayor’s Office photo
by John Wilcox

About the promise home equity loans offer

By BoB CREDLE AND NATALIA LivA
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Home ownership represents the “American
Dream” for many of us, and we must do all we can
to help make that dream a reality by increasing
opportunities for underserved communities. As we
move out of the pandemicinto the recovery stage, fi-
nancial institutions and not-for-profit organizations
offer a variety of resources to help people determine
if home ownership is attainable and accessible by
securing a loan to fit their budget. Given the cost
of housing, it’s important for consumers to gather
information and make informed decisions.

Median home prices are at a record high in the
Bay State, pushed by increased demand, and limited
inventory. In Massachusetts, the median price of a
single-family home has risen by 27.4 percent in just
the last two years while the housing affordability
index dropped by 15.4 percent.

Still, thereis asilverlining ashome values contin-
ue to rise. An improving economy and low interest
rates have spurred a resurgence in home equity
borrowing in Greater Boston. In the past several
years, we have seen significant increases in home
equity loans across the region. Local homeowners
arein aunique position to use equity in new ways to
fund important life goals efficiently and confidently
while also prioritizing financial responsibility. By
leveraging programs like a Home Equity Line of
Credit (HELOC) — with borrowing based on the
value of their homes minus any mortgages they may
have - home buyers are using their property’s value
as a source of cash to pay for kitchen renovations,
college education, or car purchases, in addition to
gaining an edge when making offers on anew home.

Typically, home equity lines of credit carry lower
rates than other loans because they are secured by
the property. Potential borrowers should take ad-
vantage of low fixed interest rates that can also be
taken as tax deductions and shop around forlenders
that provide an easy digital experience, fast access
to funds, and personalized expert advice.

In Massachusetts, financial institutions such

as Citizens are proud to offer financial education
resources, allowing residents to manage their mon-
ey and make sound decisions; in 2021 we offered
nearly 90 no-cost financial education sessions for
low and moderate community members across the
Commonwealth, including education courses on
mortgages and the value of home equity products.
Our programs focus on commonsense advice on the
ways customers interested in financial tools should
partner to make smart financing options to tackle
short-or long-term expenses. They should also find
a lender who will help them determine the path
forward to pay down their HELOC and minimize
risk, in a manageable and cost-effective way that’s
tailored to improve their credit score and open up
future financing opportunities.

For the last several years, Citizens and Urban
Edge have worked together to ensure safe, afford-
able, and equitable housing to community mem-
bers, providing hundreds of potential homebuyers
with sound financial advice, helping them realize
their dream of homeownership. In Jamaica Plain,
Mattapan, Dorchester, and Roxbury alone, Urban
Edge hashelped more than 3,000 families purchase
homes over the last several decades. And tools like
the recently launched Goal Builder Home Equity
Line of Credit offer customers financial flexibility
to maintain savings, while enabling access to the
funds needed to meet their responsibilities and
ensure their quality of life.

No one can predict the future. However, with
the right tools, we can plan for it. With the right
guidance, HELOCs can provide Greater Boston
families with the financial flexibility needed to
address a range of possibilities. Whether you reside
in Roxbury, Jamaica Plan, or in another Massachu-
setts city or town, local homeowners will be equipped
to take advantage of the best opportunities and
minimize the stress that life often throws at us.

Bob Credleis the director of community programs
at Urban Edge. Natalia Lima is a vice president
and Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) officer
for Citizens.

Real estate analysts: Rising prices mean
housing affordability is ‘rapidly waning’

Sales of both single-family houses and condomini-
ums in Massachusetts declined in March as housing
prices rose even further, continuing a pattern that
real estate market analysts at The Warren Group
said is pushing homeownership further away for
many residents.

There were 3,591 single-family home sales in
Massachusetts last month, a 6.9 percent decrease
from March 2021. Meanwhile, the median home sale
price increased 12 percent on a year-over-year basis
to $515,000, up from $460,000 in March 2021, The
Warren Group said on April 20. The 1,826 condo
sales in March were down 19.5 percent compared
to 2,268 condo sales in March 2021 and the median
sale price climbed 4.1 percent year-over-year to a
new March record high of $460,000.

“Low inventory continues to plague the real estate
market in Massachusetts. The number of homes for
sale has been declining for a decade or more and
that trend has led to a lower sales volume and is
pushing prices higher. Couple this with rising mort-
gage rates — which recently hit 5 percent for the
first time since 2011 — and housing affordability is
rapidly waning,” Tim Warren, CEO of The Warren
Group, said. “First-time homebuyers are flocking
to rural communities and blue-collar cities to take
advantage of attractive purchase prices.”

Because inventory in the condo market is not
quite as depleted as for single-family homes, some
would-be homebuyers might think about turning
their attention in the coming months to condos,
though Warren said it likely won’t be enough to
significantly boost the condo market.

“Condos are perfect for a lot of people as city life
picks up and with restaurants and cultural events
and socialize becoming more popular, more people
will consider them as a home. But I think people
pretty much know what they want. It will be hard
for someone who had been shopping aggressively
for a single-family home to suddenly switch and to
decide to start looking for a condo,” he said. “So, I
don’t think we’re going to see a big increase in condo
sales this year.”

So farin 2022 there have been 9,711 single-family
home sales in Massachusetts, a 9.7 percent drop
from the first three months of 2021. At the same
time, the year-to-date median single-family home
price has increased 10.9 percent to $499,000. There
have been 4,490 condo sales so far this year, a 17.2
percent decrease from the first three months of 2021
with a median sale price of $450,000, a 5.9 percent
increase over the same period in 2021.

— COLIN A. YOUNG
SHNS
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In Late February of 2022, Conor Olsen age 14, son of Phil and Deb Olsen, was diagnosed with
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and is currently undergoing treatment. Shockingly, a few weeks later
the Olsen Family was dealt another blow when mom Deb was diagnosed with Breast Cancer.
Let’s come together to support the Olsens who are an integral part of The Dorchester
Community!!

Olsens' Crush Cancer Family Benefit
Thursday June 9%, 2022
Florian Hall

6:30pm-11:30pm

Ticket are Available Online:
https://conorcrushescancer.eventbrite.com
Tickets also available by contacting the below list:

Cara Snyder — 617-645-1975 Jeff Hampton - 617-347-1757

Tommy Noto — 617-590-4615 Stephanie Hampton - 617-650-9377

Sally Donahue - 617-224-6215 Diana Loschiavo — 617-293-5665

Shaun O’Sullivan - 617-797-4644 Peter O’Sullivan — 617-201-6026

Julie O’Sullivan - 617-694-9133 Kathy Mahoney - 617-970-2128

Tom Murphy — 857-998-0162 Briana Pugliese — 857-753-0470

For Additional Info & Sponsorship Opportunities, please contact Tim Rogers 617-633-5144 or Trog42780@gmail.com.
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Bunker Hill

Community College

imagine the possibilities

Make Your
Summer
Count at
Bunker Hill
Community
College

Bunker Hill Community College offers
two Summer Sessions that allow you to
start and finish a course in six weeks.

With a wide range of subjects, and
day, evening, and weekend schedules,
BHCC Summer Sessions make it easy
for students to catch up on classes
they've missed, begin a new degree,
or learn a new skill.

2022 Summer Sessions
Summer | — June 6 — July 16
Summer Il = July 18 — August 28

Diverse Course Selection

BHCC offers 100+ academic programs
and a diverse selection of summer
courses are available. Chances are

we have the course you need.

Flexible and Convenient

Start and finish a course in six weeks.
Day, evening, and weekend schedules,
as well as in-person, online, remote and
hybrid courses are available.

Affordable

BHCC courses cost only $220 per credit
for Massachusetts residents.

You don't have to be a current BHCC
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Wu’s $3.6b budget targets projects in Dot, Mattapan

(Continued from page 1)

Improvements make the list, including a still-
to-be-scheduled $200,000 study at the Dever and
McCormack Schools on Columbia Point “to deter-
mine outdoor improvements.” Interior changes to
the McCormack School — converting to a 7-12 grade
facility — are under construction with an allocation
of $3 million.

The CASH and Winthrop schools are in line for roof
repairs, with $2.15 million proposed for CASH School
work and $1.7 million asked for replacing the roof at
the Winthrop School. And a plumbing overhaul at
the Holmes School is earmarked for $288,000. And
about $10 million is set aside toward new school
bathrooms and upgrades to existing fixtures.

Upgrades to the Mattahunt Elementary School,
still to be scheduled, would total some $3.6 million.
This budget cycle includes a new $492,000 project
to replace the school’s air handling unit.

In other areas, Norwell Street Square is in line for
a $140,000 project that would develop a “dead-end
section of Park Street into a plaza in conjunction
with the development of a park in the adjacent lots.”

As for cross-neighborhood and citywide projects,
the Blue Hill Avenue Multimodal Corridor carries a
proposed $39 million price tag across five years. The
project is described in the budget as “the creation
of center-running dedicated bus lanes, redesigned
Mattapan Square for improved bus connection to the
MBTA station, protected bike lanes, signal changes,
and sidewalks.”

A $250,000 study for improvements to JFK/UMa-
ss station is still to be scheduled, according to the
budget data. It would assess areas forimprovements
to the site and “create a transportation action plan”
for the area.

Other projects are still in the pipeline, with their
funding initially approved in earlier budget cycles.

The budget includes $250,000 for a “study to
assess the capital needs at the Strand Theatre.”
While the city resubmitted Requests for Proposals
for Uphams Corner buildings earlier this year in
line with an arts district revitalization plan, the
Strand’s operation has been cordoned off for now.
The study is still to be scheduled, according to the
city’s data portal of all budget proposals.

Existing studies are underway at three new li-

WITH YOU

Schools 1in line
for good funding

brary sites, including the new $18 million Uphams
Corner library and the $21 million Fields Corner
library. Further south, the $18.3 million Adams
Streetlibrary renovationis still ongoing. The budget
allocates an additional $3 million to the design and
construction of a new branch library in Codman
Square, for which a $100,000 study is already in
progress.

A Mattapan item approved last year would set
aside $250,000 to “fabricate and install a bronze
sculpture of books for the entrance of the Mattapan
Branch Library.”

Along with Byrne Park, projects abound, many of
them multi-year renovations.

Mattapan’s $870,000 Walker Playground play lot
upgradeis under construction, as is the $5.4 million
Garvey Playground renovation, the $7.8 million
McConnell Park renovation, and the $1.2 million
Doherty-Gibson Playground rehab.

The budget also proposes $400,000 for rehabbing
the Byrne Playground in Dorchester, “including play
lots, courts, and passive areas.”

Other park and open space projects are in design,
such as the $1.5 park improvement to Coppens
Square that will include replacing the Mayor The-
odore Lyman fountain that was removed in 1951.

The Odom Serenity Garden, near the border of
Dorchester and Mattapan, is still slated for $550,000
and is in design. Also in design — Codman Square
Park, which is budgeted for $1.8 million, and the
$1.6 million improvements to Mother’s Rest at Four
Corners park and play areas.

The Parks Department’s $1.82 million plan to
repave existing Dorchester Park walkways is “to be
scheduled,” according to the data portal.

The budget continues funding for annual envi-
ronmental programs like the $750,000 Mattahunt
Woods preservation and $2 million Urban Wilds
citywide project. Another $350,000 is proposed to
develop an Urban Wilds conservation and land
management plan.
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The City Council holds hearings on parts of the
budget between April and June, before taking action
onthe documentin early June, with the mayor’s final
approval expected in late June. Unlike prior years
when city councillors were limited to up or down
votes on both the general and school budgets, this
year could see more back and forth between coun-
cillors and the mayor. A ballot measure approved
by voters last November changed the city’s charter
to give the councillors power to adjust or overrule
the mayor’s budget, with some limitations.

In the background of the normal budget process
looms the substantial remainder of some $560 mil-
lion in American Rescue Plan Act Funds. For that
pot of money, Mayor Wu has previewed some major
investments in affordable housing, launched a free
bus pilot program on three key Boston bus routes,
and teased tailored programs like a three-decker
energy retrofit program expected to be fleshed out
in the coming weeks.

A $106m plan for
housing initiatives
(Continued from page 1)

Offerings like ONE+Boston, an income-restricted
mortgage program, are tools that “we know work,”
Crawford said. About 5,200 people have graduated
from MAHA'’s first time homebuyer courses in the
past two years, she said.

These investments are particularly targeted at
historically marginalized homebuyers. According to
the city, of the 150 households in the ONE+Boston
program last year, about 60 percent were people
of color.

The proposed operating budget also bolsters sim-
ilar programming, planning for $10.2 million over
the next three years toward homebuyer assistance
programs.

“Homeownership is crucial to building genera-
tional wealth and long-term stability for families,”
Wu said in a statement. “We have an opportunity
to transform what homeownership looks like in

Boston.”
JENNIFER SMITH

CityOfBostonCU.com | 617.635.4545

You can choose CBCU for all your financial needs if you live, work or
attend school in a community of Middlesex, Norfolk or Suffolk County

All loans are subject to credit approval. Annual Percentage Rate (APR) based on downpayment,
term and credit score. Must be eligible for City of Boston Credit Union membership to apply.
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City coming to grips with overhauls of IDP, linkage programs

By JENNIFER SMITH
SPECIAL T0 THE REPORTER

Boston has selected two
consulting firms and set up
an advisory panel committee
of policy experts, affordable
housing advocates including
Dorchester-based groups, and
developers to guide changes
to its linkage and Inclusion-
ary Development, Mayor Wu
announced last week.

The California-based firm
David Paul Rosen & Asso-
ciates, which oversaw the
study leading to Cambridge’s
affordable housing standards,
will conduct a similar study in
Boston. Karl Seidman Con-
sulting Services and Consult-
Econ, Inc. will study the city’s
linkage program, focusing
particularly on lab space.

The city’s Inclusionary De-
velopment Policy (IDP) was
established through Mayor
Thomas Menino’s executive
order in 2000. It sets require-
ments for building a certain
number of affordable units
in or near developments of
a certain size — currently 10
units or greater. With city
approval, developers can alter-
natively pay into an affordable
housing fund. Linkage funds
are extracted from large scale
commercial developments and
routed into city housing and
job trusts.

Since its inception, Menino
and his successors updated the
IDP terms within Boston, all
ofthem limited by city powers
to applying affordable unit
requirements to projects that
required variances from the
Zoning Board of Appeal. The
IDP was last overhauled in

Sheila Dillon, chief of Housing for the city of Boston, spoke at
a City Hall event to discuss Mayor Wu’s FY23 budget on April

13.

2015 by Mayor Martin Walsh,
an iteration that introduced
three city zones with slightly
different rates of affordability
requirements that limited
how far away from a market
rate building a developer
could build affordable off-site
housing.

Home Rule petitions ap-
proved by the Legislature in
2021 toadd IDP and linkage to
Boston’s enabling legislation
now gives the city greater lee-
way in amending and applying
these affordable housing tools.
With that change, former
Mayor Walsh upped the city’s
linkage exaction to $15.39 per
square foot and the city redou-
bled efforts to reevaluate IDP.

According to the Office of
Housing, the IDP study “will
look at a range of options to
update the policy, including
increasing the proportion
of units that are income-re-
stricted to at least 20 per-
cent, deepening affordability
requirements, increasing

THIS SPACE
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contribution fees to the IDP
Fund, and other reforms so
as to better meet Boston’s
housing needs.”

On the linkage front, the
study will evaluate the cur-
rent balance between new
commercial development and
the city’s affordable housing
needs. Recommendations may
includeincreasing thelinkage
fees, lowering the square foot-
age that triggers linkage fees,
and differentiating between
different development types,
according to the city.

In an interview last month
as the city was assessing re-
sponses to their Requests for
Proposals for the consultant
positions, housing chief Sheila
Dillon said the city’s focus on
lab space in the linkage com-
ponent reflected increasing
demand for life sciences.

The consultant would be
asked to evaluate “what can
we extract from commercial
development,” Dillon said,
crucially whether the “the

economic conditions of lab
space” would allow the city to
“extract an even higher rate.”

The Requests for Propos-
als received responses from
consultants in late February,
according to Dillon. After an-
alyzing the respondents, the
city selected David Paul Rosen
and Karl Seidman.

“We have committed to a
process that has community
input, technical advisory,” Dil-
lon said. “We have very much
committed to making the
consultant’sfindings available
to the public and make them
transparent.”

The technical advisory com-
mittee, announced on April
20, includes Donna Brown,
executive director ofthe South
Boston Neighborhood Devel-
opment Corporation; Jesse
Kanson-Benanav, executive
director of Abundant Housing
Massachusetts; George Lee
of the Coalition for a Truly
Affordable Boston/Keep It 100
for Real Affordable Housing &
Racial Justice; Abe Menzin,
principal and executive vice
president of development at
Samuels & Associates; Greg
Minott, managing principal
of the DREAM Collaborative;
Markeisha Moore of the Coa-
lition for a Truly Affordable
Boston and Dorchester Not
For Sale; Leslie Reid, CEO of
Madison Park Development
Corporation; Erica Schwarz,
board member of the Boston
Neighborhood Community
Land Trust; Tamara Small,
CEO of NAIOP Massachu-
setts; Peter Spellios, principal
of Transom Real Estate; and
Justin Steil, associate profes-

esfian listings once every month

sor of law and urban planning
at MIT.

Both the IDP and linkage
studies should be completed
over the next several months,
according to the city, and
consultants will make poli-
cy recommendations to the
Mayor’s Office of Housing in
September.

“We want certainly to hear
from people along the way, in-
terested parties — developers,
certainly affordable housing
advocates. But we also want
to move the process along, be-
cause every day that we don’t
move the process along, we
could be foregoing resources.”

Those resources are sub-
stantial. Though the city has
a few new pipelines for afford-
able housing money, including
Community Preservation Act
funds and a sudden influx from
the American Rescue Plan
Act, linkage funds and IDP
requirements offer dedicated
long-term pots of money and
pledged affordable units.

Linkage funds are managed
by the housing office’s Neigh-
borhood Housing Trust, which
hascollected $102 million over
the last 10 years, according to
the city. Since its start in the
early 1980s, Boston’s linkage
program has funded some
7,149 new income-restricted
units and preserved 5,795 ex-
istingincome-restricted units.

IDP, similarly, has created
almost 3,600 on-site and off-
site income-restricted units
with another 2,500 additional
income-restricted units creat-
ed or preserved through the
fund, according to the city.
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Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper. It is reprinted with permission from the publisher, The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com
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(Continued from page 1)

college for two daughters. But
Mr. Lee was an authority who
commanded respect.

“It was almost like listening
to a drill sergeant, and also a
Black male figure,” said Bell.
“It showed me an image, and
I responded well to that.”

L X ]

In Boston, responding well
and going to one of its three
exam schools is to beat the
odds. As I prepare to mark the
50t anniversary of my class
at Boston Latin—delayed one
year by the pandemic—the
number of those choice options
remains unchanged. Some
students who fail to make the
cut have other options that
allow them to succeed, but the
exam school mystique is only
heightened by a rationing of
opportunity that forces many
other capable students to
settle for less. And in Boston’s
public high schools, at least
21%fail to finish in four years.

At its best, the steep gra-
dient of opportunity has
inspired exam school alumni
to pursue a public mission, a
feature dating back to 1635,
when Boston Latin was found-
ed. While extending British
dominance over indigenous
land, the founders wanted to
groom champions of Puritan
religious orthodoxy. That
meant expanding literacy for
study of the English Bible, but
also exposure to the secular
poetry and republican oratory
of ancient Rome and Greece.
The school’s earliest notables
included theologians, but
there were also other kinds
ofleaders with other agendas,
including five signers of the
Declaration of Independence
and, eventually, two of Bos-
ton’s newest office holders,
state Rep. Brandy Fluker
Oakley and City Councilor
At-Large Ruthzee Louijeune.

If anything, the built-in
conflict over the mission of
a public exam schools has
become more intense, driven
by demands for competitive-
ness with inclusion and fierce
debate over the meaning of
merit. Grades can be inflated,
while a qualifying exam can be
skewed by race or how much it
aligns with earlier curricula.
An index of individual talent
might also reflect more test
preparation and tutoring, or
placement in advanced work
classes—factors that have
loomed larger in recent years.

But, if an admissions pro-
cess can be a barrier separat-
ing winners and losers, the
schools themselves can alsobe
thought of as the sum of their
students as they interact with
each other and the outside
world.

L X ]

Even before applying to
Girls’ Latin, Suzanne Lee had
a lesson about the difference
between sorting and ability.
Arriving from Guangdong
Province in China when she
was 11 years old, she lived
with her parents in Grove
Hall, where her family had
moved after being displaced
from Boston’s Chinatown. Just
before she arrived, Lee had
been a sixth-grade student.
Atthe William Lloyd Garrison
School, she was back in grade
four, sitting at the front of the
classroom and struggling to
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Unpacking the Exam School Mystique
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Boston Latin School students are shown in the school’s Black Box theatre during the annual Moth Story Day in which students
and faculty present 10-minute stories in a day-long series of sessions. Boston Latin’s second cohort of Topol fellows initiated

the Moth Story Day in 2018 to share their personal stories with the community as a whole.

improve her English. It was
her sixth-grade teacher who
noticed her strong math skills
and encouraged her totake the
entrance exam.

L XX ]

The outgoing Head of School
at Boston Latin, Rachel Sker-
ritt, took her exam after being
placed in an advanced work
classbased on her third-grade
test scores. She had an older
cousin who graduated from
Boston Latin in 1987, but
her mother, who came to the
United States from Antigua
as a middle-schooler, had had
a different experience. She
was placed on the non-college
track at Jeremiah Burke High
School, graduating in 1965,
when fellow students included
the future recording star and
“Disco Queen” who would be
known as Donna Summer.

In that same year, I was a
sixth graderin Hyde Park and
attending a Catholic school,
like more than one-quarter
of my class at Boston Latin.
Exam schools were not on
my mind when Sister Gerard
Maria suspended our daily
routine for long, tiring math
drills. The material wasn’t
new, but the pace was almost
frantic. [t was around this time
that she took me aside in the
hallway and told me to take
the test. Out of fifty studentsin
the class, three were accepted,
less than half the number at
each of the two parish schools
in West Roxbury. If nothing
else, the math drills signaled
there was no single measure
of academic merit.

Our pressure to compete
was tempered by messages
about equality and tolerance.
But our world was also config-
ured in the weekly children’s
Mass, where students from our
school were sorted by gender
and gradelevel, with students
from public schoolsin the pews
farther back.

On Fridays, we got out early
for “release time,” making way
for public school students to
getreligiousinstruction. Look-
ing out from our classroom on
one of those Fridays, I could
see them extend in a squirm-
ing column, waiting their
turn out on the sidewalk. To
most people, they would have
looked just like us. When Sis-
ter Gerard Maria saw them,
she paused for a moment. In
a voice that seemed abstract-
ed, and maybe less to us than
to herself, she said, “Those

Photo courtesy Rachel Skerritt

A view of one of the entrances to Boston Latin School in the city’s Longwood section.

public-school kids, they even
smell different.”

While I was in grade six
at a three-year-old building,
Jonathan Kozol wasteachinga
predominantly Black student
body at an overcrowded school
in the Mount Bowdoin section
of Dorchester. In “Death at
an Early Age,” he described
how students were harmed by
building conditions, outdated
materials, and educators who
treated them, not as potential
leaders, but with “standard-
ized condescension.” Where
Kozol saw racial inequality
in education, Boston School
Committee members saw
inequalities in people or in
circumstances beyond the
control of educators.

That same year, the Boston
NAACPfiled a federal lawsuit
against the Boston School
Committee, alleging racial
segregation. That was the
issue two days later, when
Martin Luther King, Jr. led a
march from Roxbury to Boston
Common. From there, he went
up Beacon Hill to address state
legislators, calling de facto
segregation in the north “a
new form of slavery.”

L X ]

Boston’s exam schools can
boast of students who go on
to become leaders, but their
sense of public mission might
not emerge until years after
graduation. For Suzanne
Lee, that process began after
she went from Girls’ Latin to
Brandeis University.

“I remember in college that
I feltlike I knew how to study,
but that’s about it,” said Lee.
“I didn’t have any other skill,
like discussing about current

events, or how to think about
something. The critical think-
ing wasn’t there.”

But going to student meet-
ings at Brandeis led to her
being recruited as an English
teacher in Chinatown for
recent immigrants, as Lee
described them, “mostly com-
mon workers, like my mother’s
friends.” She later went on to
become the principal at two
Boston public schools. The
most recent, until 2009, was
the Josiah Quincy Elementa-
ry School in Chinatown, with
large numbers of English Lan-
guage Learners and special
education students.

L X ]

At Boston Latin, Bell played
basketball and football, along
with three different brass
instruments. His leadership
moment came a few years
after graduation from col-
lege, in 1989, with the Stuart
case. Stuart’s accusation that
a Black man had shot him
and his wife in the Mission
Hill neighborhood would be
revealed as a hoax more than
two months later. But the
immediate aftermath of the
shooting was the widespread
and aggressiveracial profiling
in ablitz of stop-and-search by
Boston Police.

At the time, Bell was an
administrator with the com-
munity center in Mission Hill
and the Boston Neighborhood
Basketball League. He decid-
ed to channel the community
outrage over police tacticsinto
political action. He tried reg-
istering voters at store fronts
but gotlittle response. Thenhe
organized a basketball tourna-
ment with voter registration

Chris Lovett photo

and otherinformation tailored
for Black men and boys. The
response to “Dunk the Vote”
led to more registration efforts
and political campaign work.

Bell said the drive also
required him to face his own
discomfort and unfamiliarity
with the voting process, an
effort that drew on his exam
school background.

“It helped me be bold enough
to ask a question,” he said.
“Some people are afraid to ask
questions.”

[ X N ]

Before majoring in English
at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, Skerritt had been a
seventh grader putting off a
reading assignment. By tenth
grade, she was in Honors
English. More importantly,
Skerritt said, she had a teach-
er “whoreally pushed me, who
was really tough on me in a
very loving way and insisted
that I rise to a level of excel-
lence and not necessarily ride
on my naturally good English
talents.”

Skerritt’s favorite book from
the class wasthenovel by Zora
Neale Hurston, “Their Eyes
Were Watching God.” She
later came back to her school,
at first as an English teacher,
and she still knew the book’s
opening by heart, starting
with “Ships at a distance have
every man’s wish on board.”

I didn’t read the book until
early 2005, when I was capti-
vated by the opening sentenc-
es. The disastrous hurricane
near the end seemed some-
what contrived —that is, until
afewmonthslater, when New
Orleans was overwhelmed by
Hurricane Katrina and the
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terribly inadequate response from
the federal government.

Among those responding to Katrina
from afar was Ron Bell, helping with
relocation in the Boston area for 21
displaced families. That led to an of-
fer of help from another Boston Latin
graduate, the late Sidney Topol. A
Dorchesternative, Topol went on to be-
come well known as a communications
innovator, philanthropist, and active
supporter of the Democratic Party.

Topol and Bell also worked together
in 2005 on a march from Roxbury to
the State House, retracing the steps
in the march led by King forty years
earlier. If the march was a reminder
of persistent inequality in education,
Bell and Topol were one more example
of a school tie, connecting people of dif-
ferent backgrounds and generations.

Because of her musical activities at
Boston Latin, Skerritt found herself
performing with a school choir at an
alumni dinner, then sitting at a table
next toRaytheon’s chairman and CEO,
Thomas L. Phillips, which led to her
receiving a scholarship of $5,000 a
year. And that led to more encounters
at alumni events, even after Phillips
had retired in 1991.

Because of experiences like that,
said Skerritt, going to Boston Latin
“absolutely changed the trajectory of
my life, both in terms of what it exposed
me to from an academic perspective,
but also the network that you become
a part of.”

As Bell put it: “It’s not just what you
know, but who you know.”

But Skerritt also emphasized the
value of connections among students
themselves. “A school of 2,400 kids
across all socioeconomicranges, speak-
ing close to 50 languages, just different
religions, different relationships with
Boston,” she said. “It’s hard to get that
in schools that might have similar
academic outcomes.”

L XN ]

When I was a seventh grader, my
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classmates and teachers were less
diverse, but our headmaster, Wilfred
O’Leary, dubbed us the “aristocracy
of the intellect.” That reinforced the
barrier of elitism, butit could have also
meant that excellence wasn’t always
determined by genes. If we could feel
flattered, we could eventually dare to
snicker when a student, hearing the
master’s voice on a new P.A. system,
dubbed him as “The Wiz.”

Because Boston Latin was surround-
ed by places oflearning and culture, we
crossed paths with college students five
days a week. A short trolley ride after
school would take me to the library in
Copley Square, where I could be one
of the figures arched under the green
lampshades and vaulted ceiling of
Bates Hall. Once I left, another trolley
ride would let me blend in with people
heading back from work. I was an
adolescent impersonating a grownup.

[ XN ]

Suzanne Lee compared the environ-
ment of Girls’ Latin to a “cocoon,” with
its fabric of conversation—wishful or
promotional--about students getting
into prestigious schools.

“You’re surrounded with that kind of
talk all the time, not just from teachers,
but from other kids, too,” Lee recalled.
“And then,” she added, “you always
look at that list when they publish
who got into what school, and it’snever
about who didn’t get in.”

By the time she was the principal
at the Quincy Elementary School, Lee
was asking teachers to pay more atten-
tion to students who were struggling.

That’s also a strategy built on by
Skerritt at Boston Latin. Unlike in the
past, when educators took pride in a
high rate of failures, Skerritt boasts
about a high rate of students who
remain and graduate. She talks about
support forlearning and mental health
needs, and platforms for students’
cultures, but she admits that workload
tolerance remains a struggle.

“I also think that Latin schools—or

s ELIGIBLE UP TO m—

1,000

IN CHILDCARE PER STUDENT PER MONTH

We help students pay
their child support.

CCAMPIS is a federally funded program from the U.S.
Department of Education to assist eligible student parents
with their childcare costs while completing their degree.

For any questions please contact
Program Director Judy Benson

jbenson@quincycollege.edu
(617) 984-1753

EST. 1958

QUINCY COLLEGE

QUINCY | PLYMOUTH | ONLINE
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exam schools,” she said, “shouldn’t
be the only option if families just
want a rigorous and safe and positive
experience.”

As an educator, Lee said, she felt
it was her job to prepare students
for whatever qualifying exam was
required, despite reservations about
its fairness. Though she agrees with
the need for some kind of “gateway”
for admission, she acknowledged that
still leaves students at the mercy of
circumstances.

“As you think historically about the
role that race plays in public schools,”
said Lee, “that if the only way you get
[into an exam school] is some teacher
recommending you or pushing you,
that’s a story, too.”

With her own grooming for exam
school in advanced classes, Skerrit
acknowledged that “pathways feel
like they have to be really precise to
end up in the place where many want
to go, and it shouldn’t have to be that
precise.”

AndRon Bell says educators like Mr.
Lee are in short supply. “I think that’s
one of the major issues,” he said, “not
having alot of Black male role models.”

L XN ]

After my graduationin 1971, the two
Latin Schools became coeducational.
That was the first in a series of policy
changes that would have altered my
odds ofadmission, maybe placing me on
the other side of a gateway. As things
were in 1965, I had two older brothers
already in college, along with aunts
and uncles who were helped through
college by the GI Bill. At home, there
were a couple of small shelves with
books, some better than others, but
all within reach. I had my own room
with my own desk. Distractions were
easily tuned out.

It would take almost twenty more
years to realize that another thing I
took for granted — riding the trolley —
was a luxury that Ray Bolger couldn’t
afford while he was growing up more

\
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than one century ago in Dorchester. I
managed to interview him because my
student years led to being a substitute
teacherin Boston, and then to working
in Dorchester on a weekly newspaper.

Bolger was acclaimed for dance roles
on Broadway and best known as the
Scarecrow in the 1939 film version
of the “Wizard of Oz”—the same role
highlighted in the 1978 film, “The Wiz,”
by Michael Jackson’s number, “You
Can’t Win.” Inthe older version, Bolger
was the tattered, almost gracefully
disjointed figure without credentials,
dehumanized yet wanting to pass for
human:

With the thoughts that you’ll be
thinkin’

You could be another Lincoln
If you only had a brain.

We met as two people equalized
by connections with Dorchester and,
thanks to free musiclessons at Boston
Latin, I could even boast of having,
like Bolger, performed at the Strand
Theatre. What I didn’t realize, until
he brought it up, was how much he
wanted to me to know his grades at
the Oliver Wendell Homes Elementary
School were good enough for getting
into Boston Latin. Since there was
no qualifying exam at the time, he
explained, the only admissions bar-
rier was that his parents didn’t have
enough money for his carfare.

When I showed up for the interview
and Bolger opened the door to his hotel
room, I saw the rags and straw had
morphedintosomethingelse: atravel-
ing entertainer between acts, dressed
in a smoking jacket. But he was still
playing his cherished character and
bold enough to ask the first question:
“Did you go to Boston Latin?”

Chris Lovett is the former news
director of BNN-TV’s Neighborhood
Network News and a longtime com-
munity journalist with a particular
focus on Dorchester. He is a regular
contributortothe Dorchester Reporter.
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AT WHITTIER STREET HEALTH CENTER
OFFERING

COVID-19 THERAPEUTICS

COVID-19 MONOCLONAL ANTIBODY

INJECTION/EVUSHIELD

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

BOOSTER DOSES

Located at 1290 Tremeont St,
Boston MA 02120 - 5th Fleor.

* We are no longer offering COVID-12 PCR Testing.

* Accepting Evusheld referrals from providers. If you
are a provider, please call 617-858-2444.

* To schedule an appointment, go to
vaxfinder.mass.gov and enter “Whittier Street
Hedlth Center” under Filter by Site Name.

» 5th floor Clinic hours are Monday-Friday 8:30 to

5:00pm

Whittier Street Health Center Pharmacy Whittier Street Health Center
Frederica M. Williams Building (617) 606-3777 Blue Hill Satellite Clinic
1280 Tremont Street Monday—Friday 278 Blue Hill Avenue
Roxbury, M& 02120 B:30am—&:00pm Roxbury, MA 02119
(617) 427-1000 Saturday (617) B58-2550
Monday—Friday B:30am—5:00pm Monday—Friday
8:20am—=8:00pm 8:30am—>5:00pm
Saturday Accepting New Patientsl!
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*Lease Loyalty: Must be returning Chrysler lessee. Conquest Lease Assist. available to current lessees of competitive non-Chrysler vehicles. See dealer for details. All lessees: $3995 down, 10K miles/yr. Tax, title, acqg., sec. reg &
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QUIRK SERVICE CENTER

$59.95 FULL-SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
A SERVICE UP TO 5 QTS.

- -‘; § & COMPLIMENTARY MULTI-POINT INSPECTION.

e CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS < EARLY BIRD HOURS
e FREE ESTIMATES e STATE INSPECTION
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Quirk Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Boston —eee Jeep 40 Hallet St., Dorchester, MA
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With emergency rental aid window now closed, advocates
warn of negative impacts with Covid-19 still in active

e
Tk |

By CHRis LiSINSKI
StATE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

Without the crutch
of pandemic-era emer-
gency rental assistance,
Antonia De Leon of Lynn
worries that she and her
family might not have
been able to remain in
their home.

They had never fallen
behind on rent before
the pandemic, De Leon
said, but once Covid-19
hit, her husband lost his
restaurant work and she
had to change to a new,
lower-paying job.

De Leon and her family
turned to the Emergency
Rental Assistance Pro-
gram, or ERAP, which
offered up to 18 months’
worth of aid available to
cover rental arrears and
future rent for tenants
impacted financially by
the pandemic.

“Ifthis programhadn’t
existed, I could’ve gone to
the streets homeless with
my family,” De Leon,
speakingin Spanish with
an English interpreter,
told a crowd of advocates
and reporters outside the
State House on April 12.
“There arelots of families
whoneed this assistance,
but sometimes their sto-
ries aren’t heard.”

Beginning April 16,
Massachusetts resi-
dents became ineligible
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Massachusetts Law Reform Institute Director of Community Based Advocacy
Andrea Park (left) joins other housing advocates outside the State House on
April 12 calling for lawmakers to tap into remaining federal aid to keep an
emergency rental assistance program afloat beyond its April 15 expiration.

Chris Lisinski/SHNS photo

to apply for housing aid
covered by the federal
Emergency Rental Assis-
tance Program (ERAP)
funding, which the Baker
administration says is
dwindling and likely to
run out before June 30.
Families in need
can still turn to the
state-funded Residential
Assistance for Families

¢ | use PrEP
because | am
in control of my
sexual health.?

PrEP is available at a
community health center
in your neighborhood.
Know your status! If you're
sexually active or use injectable
drugs, get tested or treated for
HIV and learn about PrEP, a
medication to prevent HIV.

in Transition (RAFT)
program — which will re-
ceivea $100 million boost
under a supplemental
budget Gov. Charlie Bak-
er signed April 1 — but
housing advocates warn
that the alternative will
be insufficient to match
the scope of need with
Covid threats still lin-
gering.

— JODI

Tt

ERAP offered more
extensive benefits with
looser eligibility require-
ments, allowing house-
holds earning up to
80 percent of the area
median income to apply
compared to the 50 per-
cent threshold in RAFT.

Pointing to De Leon
as an example, Massa-
chusetts Law Reform
Institute Director of

Community Based Ad-
vocacy Andrea Park said
the Lynn family would
not be eligible for RAFT
even though they still
struggle to make ends
meet.

“As she will not be
eligible for any rental
assistance after April
18,” Park said. “What is
going to happen to Anto-
nia and many like her?”

“A lot of us were sick
with Covid asrecently as
February, and so I think
as much as we want this
to be in the rearview
mirror — and we are
making a lot of progress
toward that — weneed to
remember there are still
people who are really
struggling to get back on
their feet,” Park added.
“This is an emergency
program. There’s emer-
gency money we still
have available.”

Since the start of the
ERAP programin March
2021, the Baker admin-
istration has distributed
more than $600 million
to 74,200 households,
according toa spokesper-
son. Officials projected
last month that the state
had about $200 million
inunspent federal rental
aid funds, all of which
the administration an-
ticipates exhausting
by the end of the fiscal
year at the current rate
of applications and pay-

WE'RE HIRING
NAP ANBOCHE
ESTAMOS CONTRATANDO

Meals on Wheels

DRIVERS NEEDED

stage

ments.

The supplemental
budget that boosted
RAFT funding by $100
million also extended
through next March 31
pandemic-era eviction
protections that require
courts to pause any pro-
ceedings for failure to
pay rent if a tenant has
a pending application
for aid.

Rally attendees on
April 12 renewed their
call forlawmakerstotap
into state government’s
roughly $2.3 billion in
remaining federal Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act
funds or a developing tax
revenue surplus to keep
expanded emergency
housing aid flowing.

“All those words we
heard about the impor-
tance of front-line work-
ers, about people finally
recognizing the connec-
tion between health and
housing, about racial
disparities and economic
disparities -- we heard
lots of nice statements
from the governor and
from the Legislature,”
said Lynn United for
Change Empowerment
Project Director Isaac
Simon Hodes.

“This is where the
rubber hits the road.
Cutting a program like
thisisjust going to exac-
erbate those exact same
divides.”

HELP YOUR COMMUNITY

DUCTORES

[ 25 WA
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15 HRS/WK
MON-FRI

$16-19/HR
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617.477.6694 | WWW.ETHOCARE.ORG
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Boarding your pet? First thing: Do your research

By DRr. EDWARD
SCHETTINO

Did you know that
there are no statewide
regulations that govern
boarding kennels and
pet daycare facilities in
Massachusetts?

This means that,
throughout the Com-
monwealth, not all
boarding facilities are
created equal. While
many offer excellent
accommodations and a

nurturing environment,
other kennels or daycar-
esmaynotbeon parwith
your expected standard
of care.

In fact, the Animal
Rescue League of Boston
(ARL)has sadly seen nu-
merous instances where
a dog was injured, in
some cases fatally, due
to improper protocol or
supervision during play
groups.

If you're planning a

vacation, or simply look-
ing for an opportunity to
socialize your dog during
the workday, ARL en-
courages pet owners to
do their own research
before leaving their dog
or cat in the care of a
boarding kennel or day-
care facility.

Not sure where to
start? ARLrecommends
taking these three steps
to get set to board your
pet:

OUR VISION 8 T0
PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOLISTIC WELLNESS
SOLUTION FOR THE
[0 T COMMUNITY. E OFFER

e
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Jellybean

¢ Find out safety
protocols and licens-
ing. What is the pro-
cedure in the event
of a natural disaster
or medical emergency?
Are there vaccination
requirements to ensure
the health of all boarded
animals? Does the facili-
ty have a current kennel
license?

e Ask for details
aboutsupervisionand
interaction. Whatisthe

Everyone’s House Has a History
Curious to know about yours?

Request a House History from the
Dorchester Historical Society!

Our volunteer researchers use extensive online resources
to look for information about the original owner, year of
construction, previous occupants, and more, for houses
in Dorchester and Mattapan. A written report documents
their findings for you.

Go to www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org and click
House History dropdown to request individual house
research and see completed histories.

experience-level of the
person supervising your
pet, and are they always
on the premises? Are
dogs allowed to interact
with one another, and
are they separated by
size/temperament?

e Download the
Board Safely™ check-
list at arlboston.org/
board-safely. When
researching potential
boarding kennels or
daycare facilities for
your pet, ask all of the
questionsonthislistand
take notes.

While pet owners now
have the tools to help
them assess their own
comfort level before they
board their pets, there
are bigger changes on
the horizon. ARL, along
with many other animal

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

ROOFING CO., INC.

ASPHALT SHINGLES - RUBBER ROOFING
* COPPER WORK - SLATE - GUTTERS
+ CHIMNEYS

617-296-0300

welfare organizations
across the state, is ac-
tively seekinglegislation
that would establish reg-
ulations within the oper-
ation of boarding kennels
and daycare facilities.
Theseregulations would
create statewide stan-
dards for emergency re-
sponse training, facility
accommodations, pet
supervision, and more.

To learn how you can
advocate for kennel reg-
ulations, visit arlboston.
org/board-safely.

Dr. Edward Schettino
isthepresidentand CEO
of the Animal Rescue
League of Boston. He
has a doctorate of Vet-
erinary Medicine from
the Cummings School
of Veterinary Medicine
at Tufts University.

State Reg.
#100253

duffyroofing.com

HANDY HANDS

MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES
Telephone: 857-800-23

Minor Interior Painting

Minor Carpentry

Minor Plumbing

Electrical work by Referral

Minor Assembly Work Free Estimates
Trash Removal * Friendly Service
Minor House & Garage Clean Out hbind b
Tree Services by Referral No job too small

Hardwood Floor Sandinglnuﬂinulnetinisl;inu by referral

Flynn Roofing Co.

ASPHAIT SHINGLES | RUBBER ROOFS
Commercial | Residential | Licensed | Fully Insured | MA Reg #134410

&) 6174793431
FREE ESTIMATES

FLYNNROOFING.COM

911 ADAMS STREET

CEDAR GROVE (GARDENS

UNIQUE FLoraLs & GIFTS

WWW. CEDARGROVEGARDENS. COM

617-825-8582

DorcHESTER, MA 02124

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Carpentry, Roofing, Painting
Fully Gutters, Masonry
Licensed Decks & Porches
& Insured -
Windows & Doors

;_' b_i:l,,M..l—-N N - Plumbing

ol
* Fuel Oil

&P ———10., INC. . Air Conditioning

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

Water Heaters * General Repairs * Gas & Oil Heating
Installation & Repairs « Gas Fitting & Appliance
Installations « Bath &;(itchen + Remodeling
« Senior Discounts

617-282-4300 1146 Dorchester Avenue

Master Lic. #12430
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BGCD Takes Part in New Balance Jamboree During April Break: See

details below.
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CONNECTTHE DOT:
BGCD Takes Part in New Balance

Jamboree During April Break: During

the April school vacation week, Boys
& Girls Clubs of Dorchester had the
pleasure of taking part in the 1st
Annual 1906 New Balance Invitational
Basketball Tournament held at the
brand new Track & Field Complex at
New Balance Headquarters.

Nine Boys & Girls Clubs in total

took part in the all-day Jamboree.
Participating members enjoyed a fun
day of basketball tournaments, pizza,
viewing the new facility, and more.

Thanks to our friends at New Balance
for hosting us, and for all their
continued support of BGCD, and
supporting our Fit DOT programming.
To learn more about BGCD
partnerships, please contact Mike
Joyce at mjoyce@bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE:
BGCD Closes Out April Vacation
Week Fun with Carnival for
Members: After an exciting April
Vacation week at Boys & Girls

Clubs of Dorchdester, we closed out
programming with an exciting carnival
for all members to enjoy.

Members were thrilled to be able to
jump around and race in multiple
different inflatables, compete in some
interactive games, enjoy delicious
carnival snacks such as popcorn &
cotton candy, and so much more.
BGCD would like to thank our friends
from Lydonia Technologies, who sent
a team of volunteers to help out with
the event. We're grateful for all the
volunteers who helped to create such
a memorable and fun day for our
members.To learn more about BGCD
volunteering, please contact Amy
Gately at agately@bgcdorchester.org.

DID YOU KNOW:

BGCD Teens Take Tour of New Dot
Block Construction with Samuels &
Associates: Teen members of Boys &
Girls Clubs of Dorchester’s Career Prep
Program had the amazing opportunity
to tour the Dot Block site which is
currently under construction during this
past school vacation week. Dot Block
is going to include the construction of
residential units, a parking garage, and
retail locations.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Elevate Youth Hike
May 14

IBEW Local 103 Red Sox
Bullpen Buddies Game
May 17

New England Women's
Leadership Awards
May 16

The exclusive tour included dinner, S IR 2 L T

a chance to view spaces under
construction, and an opportunity to
ask questions and learn more about
construction and the trades involved.

Ron Burton Boys Training Village
May 21

Ron Burton Girls Training Village

June 11
Thanks to our friends at Samuels

& Associates who are currently
overseeing the project for hosting
our members and giving them this
opportunity.

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave. | www.bgcdorchester.org
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150 Mt. Vernon Street, Dorchester, MA 02125

DORCHESTER DAY

Salute your patrons!

Advertise your goods/services!
Support your local journalism!
Or just wish the community a
Happy Dorchester Day!

o celebrating Dot Day

Parade Roster
Special Historical Section
And Much More!

Call or email

for more information
AdDesk@dotnews.com
617-436-1222
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BARBOSA,LindaC.,
54, of Roxbury. Wife of
Gabriel Zabala. Mother
of Jovani Barbosa of
Roxbury, Natasha Bar-
bosa of Randolph, and
Stephanie Barbosa of
Randolph. Step-mother
of Amanda and Gabriel
Zabala. “Mama” of 4.
Sister of Manuel Barros
of Pawtucket, RI, Michael
and his wife Leopoldina
Barbosa of Randolph,

Antonio and his wife
Celeste Barbosa of Ran-
dolph, Emmanuel Barbo-
sa of Roxbury, Caroline
Barbosa of Brockton,
Joseph Barbosa of Rox-
bury, Teresa Barbosa of
Dorchester, and the late
Marcelino Barbosa. Sis-
ter-in-law of Stella Bar-
bosa of Rockland. Linda
is also survived by many
nieces and nephews.
BENN, Minniebel
Elizabeth (Allen), 98,
of Dorchester, formerly of
Connecticut. Minniebel
was preceded in death
by her husband, Dr.
Reginald E. Benn and
her eldest son Reginald,
Jr. She is survived by
her daughter, Beverly
Benn, her son, Joseph,
four generations of nieces
and nephews and a host

Cedar

7:30am to sunset.

p——

rove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office for information on the cost of burial
needs; our spring planting program; our memorial
benches and memorial trees.

The Cemetery office is open 8:30am-4:00pm Monday
— Friday. Cemetery office is open 8:30 am to noon on
Saturday mornings. The Cemetery grounds are open

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124
Consecrated in 1868. Non-Sectarian.

617-825-1360

TEVNAN|TEVNAN

15 Broad Street, Ste. 800 | 415 Neponset Avenue
Boston, MA 02109 | Dorchester, MA 02124
617-423-4100 | 617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevhan.com

“Caring for your life’s journey...

DOLAN

77

o
o<
o
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o

1140 WASHINGTON STREET
DORCHESTER, MA 02124

617~298~8011

FUNERAL SERVICES

Funerals
> Cremations
< Pre-Arrangements

Service times and directions at:
www.dolanfuneral.com

460 GRANITE AVENUE
MILTON, MA 02186

617~698~6264

Mary Anne (McMahon) Murphy

Mary Anne (McMahon) Murphy, of Dorchester,
died Saturday April 23, 2022.

Saint Gregory Church, 2215 Dorchester Avenue,
Dorchester, Wednesday April 27 at 10:00 AM.
Interment Saint Joseph Cemetery, West Roxbury.

Beloved wife of the
late Patrick Joseph
“P.J.” Murphy. Mary
Anne is survived by her
sisters Peggy Quinlivan
of Lissycasey, Co. Clare,
Ireland and Evelyn
Harris of Riverside,
CA and several cousins
and extended family
in Ireland, England
and Boston and many
friends.

A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated in

of new and longtime
friends.Please make do-
nations to United Negro
College Fund or the Alz-
heimer’s Foundation of
America.
GUNDERSEN, Wil-
liam F. “Bill,”66, of

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU22P0373EA
ESTATE OF:
JESSIE L. STOKES
DATE OF DEATH: 11/13/2021
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of
Personal Representative has been filed by
Patricia Stokes of Boston, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as requested
in the Petition. The Petitioner requests that:
Patricia Stokes of Boston, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the bond in an
unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 06/02/2022.
Thisis NOT a hearing date, butadeadline by
which you mustfile a written appearance and
objection if you object to this proceeding. If
you failtofile atimely written appearance and
objectionfollowed by an affidavit of objections
withinthirty (30) days of the return day, action
may be taken without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
APersonal Representative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration
is not required to file an inventory or annual
accounts with the Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding
the administration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate, including
the distribution of assets and expenses of
administration.
Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 21, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Published: April 28, 2022

Brockton, formerly of
Dorchester. Husband of
Trisha “Pat” L. (Smith)
Gundersen. Father of
Amanda Workman of
Florida, Jason Hurley
of Rockland, and Wil-
liam and his wife Sa-
mantha Gundersen of
Newton. “Grandpa” of 8.
Great-grandfather of 3.
Brother of Mark and his
wife Donna Gundersen
of NH, Frank Gundersen
of Milton, and the late
Edward Gundersen and
Katherine Jones. Bill is
also survived by several

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK DIVISION
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
Docket No. SU21D2109DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
JASON CENTEIO
vs.
CARLA CENTEIO
To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint
for Divorce requesting that the Court
grant a divorce for IRRETRIEVABLE
BREAKDOWN. The Complaint is on file
at the Court. An Automatic Restraining
Order has been entered in this matter
preventing you from taking any action
which would negatively impact the cur-
rent financial status of either party. SEE
Supplemental Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and
required to serve upon: Jason Cen-
teio, 1Maple St., Apt. 11, Malden, MA
02148 your answer, if any, on or before
06/20/2022. If you fail to do so, the court
will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required
to file a copy of your answer, if any, in
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: March 17, 2022

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Published: April 28, 2022

nieces and nephews. US
AirForce veteran. He was
aretired custodian of the
Boston Public Schools for
over 20 years. Donations
in Bill’s memory may be
made to the American
Heart Association at
heart.org.

MAGINNIS, Helen L.
(Lyons) of South Bos-
ton. Mother of Courtney
Kinney and her husband
Edward of Dorchester.
Grandmother of 2. Sis-
ter of Thomas Lyons
and his wife Jean of
Wakefield, Claire Ly-
ons of South Boston,
John Lyons and his wife
Robin of South Boston,
Paul Lyons and his wife
Denise of South Boston
and Kenneth Lyons of
Dracut. Daughter of the
late Thomas and Evelyn
(Ryan) Lyons. Also sur-
vived by many nieces,
nephews, great-nieces
and great-nephews. Do-
nations in memory of
Helen may be made to
New England Center
and Home for Veterans,
17 Court Street, Boston,
MA 02108.

MURPHY, Bridget
P. “Breda” (Wilson) of
Weymouth, formerly of
Dorchester. Mother of
Brittany Wilhelm and
herhusband Jared ofHol-
brook, Bridget Cogliano
and her husband John
of Canton, and Kristen
Dauwer and her husband
Michael of South Boston.
“Mimi” of 3. Sister of Ar-
thur Wilson, Danny Wil-
son and his wife Connie,
and the late Margaret

ST. JUDE’S NOVENA

May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved
throughoutthe world, now
and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus pray for us, St.
Jude, Worker of Miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude
Helper of the Hopeless,
pray for us.

Say this prayer for 9
days. By the 8th day your
prayer will be answered.
It has never been known
to fail. Publication must
be promised. My prayers
have been answered.

E.W.F

Notice is hereby given by Always Open Towing at 18 Talbot Avenue, Dorchester,
MA 02124 in pursuant to M.G.L. ¢.225,section 39A, that the following vehicles
will be for sale at a private auction on May 13, 2022 at 8 am to satisfy the
garage keepeer’s lien for towing, storage and notice of sale:

2004 Infiniti G35 — Vin: JNKCV54E34M814089
2013 Mercedes Benz C Class — Vin: WDDGF8AB7DG 138228
2011 Dodge Grand Caravan — Vin: 2D4RN5DG2BR608241
2012 Nissan Sentra — Vin: 3SN1AB6AP6CL624196
2011 Jeep Grand Cherokee — Vin: 1J4RR5GG1BC556052
2012 Ford Fusion — Vin: BFAHPOHAOCR424056
2004 Ford F-250 Super Duty — Vin: 1TFTNF21L24ED78595
2007 BMW 3 Series — Vin: WBAVC73547KP36447
2014 Honda Accord — Vin: 1THGCR2F39EA117840
2012 Nissan Altima — Vin: 1IN4AL2AP0CC240497

Wilson and her surviving
husband Jack, and the
late Eileen Desmond and
her surviving husband
Ruairi. Daughter to the
late Bridget Lynch (Wil-
son) and David Wilson.
Former spouse of Richard
E. Murphy, and former
longtime partner of Brian
Henderson. Breda is also
survived by many nieces,
nephews, and friends.
Please consider making
a donation in memory
of Bridget to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association.
O’TOOLE, Dorothy
F. of South Boston. Sur-
vived by her sister Mary
Mullen of Dorchester,
many nieces, nephews,
great-nieces, great-neph-
ews and many friends.
Predeceased by her par-
ents, Lawrence and Mar-
garet (Boland) O’Toole;
and sisters Joan Dunphy
and Margaret Connelly.

SCARBOROUGH,
David G. “Scarby” of
Dorchester. Husband of
Diana. Father of Jade.
Grandfather of 1. Broth-
er of Linda Collins and
her husband Kevin of
Quincy, and Christopher
Scarborough of Quincy.
Son ofthelate Mary Scar-
borough. David is also
survived by many family
members and friends.
Please consider making
a donation in memory of
David to the Colon and
Rectal Cancer Center at
the Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute.

THANKSGIVING NOVENA
TO ST. JUDE

O Holy St. Jude, Apostle, and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich
in miracles, near kinsman of
Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor
of all who invoke your special
patronage intime of need, to you
| have recourse from the depth
of my heart and humbly beg to
whom god has given such great
power to come to my assistance.
Help meinmy presentandurgent
petition. In return, | promise to
make your name known, and
cause you to be invoked. Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys and Glorias. Publication
must be promised. St. Jude pray
forusandallwhoinvoke your aid,
Amen. This Novena has never
been known to fail. | have had
my request granted. Publication

promised.
TFEM
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Cannabis store owners are
looking to spark change

in Codman Square

(Continued from page 7)
successfully launching
that business, and hav-
ing 50 agents under his
flag, Nichols’s approach
was a surprise.

“I don’t consume can-
nabis first and foremost,
and it wasn’t on my
radar as a business at
all,” said Nichols. “I was
skeptical, but Jeff was
persistent. We wanted to
bring more investment
to the community we
grew up in with our real
estate business, and I
realized we could do that
with cannabis also.”

They decided on the
Codman Squarelocation
after attending several
other early cannabis
community meetings in
2017 and 2018. Owning
their building cut down
on the rental payments
that are necessary to
hold the space during

the long permitting
process.

“Wewent toameeting
in the Bowdoin area
to see what it was like
and the man proposing
it was getting yelled at
somuch,” said Similien.
“He wasn’t from here
and he had no rapport
with the community. He
didn’t know anyone and
didn’t know what the
community wanted. We
saw that if you’re going
to do this, you need rap-
port with the community
and you need people to
know you before you
walk into a room.”

For them, what bet-
ter place than Codman
Square?

Earlier this week,
the new recreational
dispensary facility had
been framed out and
concrete floors — now
ADA accessible — were

MBTA joins crowd:
No mask requirement;
choice is up to riders

Masks will no longer
be required on MBTA
vehicles and properties,
Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation
officials announced last
Tuesday, a day after a
federal judge in Florida
struck down a nation-
wide masking mandate
on public transportation
systems.

“The Commonwealth
has followed federal
guidance in terms of
face coverings and to
be consistent with that,
we are lifting the face
covering mandate at the
transportation hubs and
onmost publictranspor-
tation vehicles,” Trans-
portation Secretary
Jamey Tesler said in a
statement.

The day before, US
District Court Judge
Kathryn Kimball
Mizelle voided a Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention masking
requirement for public
transportation, ruling
the mandate “exceeds
the CDC’s statutory
authority and violates
procedures required for
agency rulemaking.”

As a result of the
ruling, the Transpor-
tation Security Admin-
istration said it would
no longer enforce an
order requiring masks
on public transportation
and in transportation
hubs. Mass transit sys-
tems across the United
States can now decide
for themselves whether
to keep or shed masking
requirements.

MBTA General Man-
ager Steve Poftak said
while masks are no lon-
germandatory on trains,
buses and ferries, riders
can still cover their faces
if it makes them feel
more comfortable.

“The MBTA remains
committed to safety and
will continue adhering
to all CDC and Massa-
chusetts’ public health
guidance,” Poftak said
in a statement. “The T
is continuing to clean
vehicles and stations
regularly and upgrade
air filtration systems.”

Massachusetts Port
Authority officialsbegan
removing signs asso-
ciated with masking
requirements at Logan
Airport earlier Tuesday
morning, a Massport
spokesperson told the
News Service.

“Inline with the TSA’s
guidance, mask wearing
will now be optional
within our airport fa-
cilities and on Logan
Express buses,” Mass-
port CEO Lisa Wieland
said in a statement.
Massport also oversees
the Worcester Regional
Airport and Hanscom
Field in Bedford.

Speaking to report-
ers at the State House
Tuesday afternoon
about masking on the
MBTA, Gov. Charlie
Baker pointed to high
vaccination rates in
Massachusetts and the
increased availability of
COVID-19 treatments.

He said 80 percent of
peoplein Massachusetts
arefully vaccinated, and
among those over the
age of 65, “it’s more like
95 percent of people are
fully vaccinated.”

“We also continue to
have other kinds of ther-
apeutics available. None
ofthat existed when this
pandemic began,” Bak-
er said. “Those are big
changes in terms of how
we should be thinking
about the way we deal
with it going forward.”

— SHNS
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being polished to a
bright shine. The look
was a departure from
anything that had been
there in the past, and as
the progress continues,
they hope it will become
a needed spark to light
up the aging Square.

“Weboth grew up here
and we’ve been in busi-
ness in this neighbor-
hood,” said Nichols. “We
take pride in our work,
and we’re determined
to bring something here
this summer that is top-
notch.”

\.

Lowkey Dispensary’s Jeff Similien and Robert Nichols both grew up in Codman
Square and entered the cannabis industry many years ago while managing a
successful real estate business. Seth Daniel photo

Thinking of selling?

We've got buyers who want to own in your neighborhood!

Get a FREE comparative marketing analysis—find out what
your home is really worth in today’'s market! mention this cord.

— - = AL

BOSTON BAYSIDE

PROPERTIES

o real estale company

“This ploce is AWESOME! They really iztened to what | hod
to soy and stood with me unti | found the perfect ploce! | went
through so mony different reol estate offices untd | found these
guys who reolly mode me feel comfortoble, | recommend their

services to anyone!” = Judy 5., Boston

HELP WANTED

JOB POSTING:

Project Coordinator,
Healthy Bowdoin Geneva
Community Collective

Family Nurturing Center of Massachusetts (FNC) seeks
Project Coordinator for the implementation of Healthy Bowdoin
Geneva Community Collective’s social cohesion initiative. The
Project Coordinator will facilitate resource-sharing, bridging
social ties among community members, and development of
community leadership infrastructure in the Bowdoin Geneva
neighborhood of Dorchester. The Project Coordinator will devel-
op, maintain, and lead a coalition of community stakeholders to
work together to support families. The Project Coordinator will
be responsible for building relationships with community mem-
bers, local businesses, and relevant government and communi-
ty leaders to advance health and racial equity.

Key Responsibilities

* Develop productive collaborative relationships with comm-
unity residents, business owners, government officials, and
Collective agencies

* Build upon existing resources and programs to ensure
families have the support needed to raise healthy children

* Participate in designing projects and community events
in collaboration with community members

* Participate in ensuring the sustainability of the Collective’s
activities by identifing and pursuing potential funding sources

¢ 3-5 years of experience in community organizing, leadership
development and/or experience initiating community partici-
pation and programming

¢ Willingness and availability to work evenings, and weekends

Interested candidates should send a cover letter and current
resume in PDF format to FNC’s Judelys Del Carmen (jdelcar-
men @ familynurturing.org) by Friday, May 6 in order to be con-
sidered.

To read the full job description,
visit www.familynurturing.org

Data Scientist sought to collaborate on research
projects to support scientific research objectives
of lab focused on biological research. Utilize
programming skills to design and implement tools
directly related to biological research. Analyzes
experimental data, addresses methodological
problems in experimental protocols and results.
Uses discretion in prioritizing and organizing
workflow and in optimizing methodologies and
results.

Responsibilities Include:

» Write and create new custom code for analysis
of big datasets (>10TB)

» Adapt analytical methods to perform on binary
data formats

* Increase speed and efficiency of big data
analysis

+ Utilize statistical approaches such as
regression, PCA and permutation-based
analysis to study genetic data

+ Collaborate with lab members on machine
learning and big data projects

» Perform data analysis on new experiments and
make conclusions based on data

+ Other tasks as required or assigned; potential
for exploratory projects

QUALIFICATIONS

Required:

» Bachelor’s degree in data science, computer
science, machine learning, big data or a field
directly related to the work.

» Must have 1+ years of experience in computer
programming field.

» Knowledge of Python required

Send resumes to HR, Whitehead Institute for
Biomedical Research, 455 Main St, Cambridge
MA 02142 or resumes@wi.mit.edu
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As EVs take over the roads,
issues over charging sites are
stirring equity concerns

(Continued from page 1)

McGee and many Dorchester resi-
dents maybe unknowingly live near
Electrify America’s first electric “gas
station-like” experience in Boston,
which is set in an underutilized cor-
ner of the Bank of America’s Gallivan
Boulevard parking lot.

Last Monday, she stopped at the pri-
vate Electrify America facility, which
offers four fast-charging outlets. She
said she uses the station frequently
as one of several charging options.
In about 30 minutes, and for around
$12, she can get an 80 percent charge,
she said.

“It’s far more convenient than I
thought it would be,” she said. “I can
come here to charge it fast, and other
times I can just plug it in at work and
head into the hospital for my shift.
It’s charged when I leave. There are
a lot of options and I like this station
because it’s fast and I live very close
by.” Normally, she said, she catches
up on e-mails or makes phone calls
while she waits — occasionally, she
runs errands.

But most of the time, she charges at
work where there’s a $1 fee to plug in.
She said she also uses an adapter at
her home overnight, but she isn’t as
happy with the results.

A typical week of “fuel” can be either
$1 at work, or around $12 at the fast
charger. That, shenoted, isin contrast
tothe price of gasoline down the boule-
vard at several gas stations where it’s
over $4 per gallon. “It’s not like I don’t
have any power in this thing; it’s like
480horsepower,” she said with alaugh.

According to the Ford Mustang
website, her model goes for just over
$60,000 — if a model can be found. It
can go from 0 to 60 mph in 3.2 seconds.

Charging sites vs. equity

When it comestocharging EVs, most
people with one have grown used to
the city providing free electric char-
gers and other such infrastructure.
That, of course, brings up issues of
siting and equity into most conver-
sations about the vehicles. According
to Boston’s Chief of Streets Jascha
Franklin-Hodge, the city is thinking
about such things. However, the more
complete answer is that the city hopes
theymaynothavetodosointhefuture.

Franklin-Hodge said the city has “no
doubt” that many EVs will be on the
streets in the next few years, noting
the strong advertising push during this
year’s Super Bowl. “We are headed into
an electric vehicle future very, very
rapidly if for no other reason than the
auto makers have plowed all of their
[research and development) money
into electric vehicles,” he said. “If the
electric vehicles don’t come onto the
market the way they think, they will
honestly have nothing to sell you...
The change probably happens slowly,
and then it happens all at once. I think
we’re probably close to that tipping
point in the next year or two.”

So, while the city is “all in” on EVs,
hesaid, officials have a different view of
how things will shake out for residents.

“I think the challenge with EV is
everyone is really thinking about this
in the same way that we think about
fueling up our cars with gas and the
paradigm about where gas stations
are located,” said Franklin-Hodge.
“But how we will fuel our EVs will be
fundamentally different.”

Forthe most part, he said, those look-
ing down the road believe that those
with access to garages, driveways, or
work chargers will “fill up” their vehi-
cles overnight or, like Pamela McGee,
while at work. That will provide access
for most ofthe charging public, he said.
Most home chargers are sold as adapt-
ers for regular plug-ins and are of the

slow-charge variety — taking seven or
eight hours to fully charge a vehicle.

The trouble, however, comesin plac-
es like Dorchester or Mattapan where
parkingis onthe street, and very often
not in front of drivers’ homes.

“We don’t want you running ex-
tension cords across the sidewalk for
obvious reasons,” Franklin-Hodge
said. “This is where public charging
infrastructure comesin. It’s a problem
where there is a tremendous amount
of technological change happening
now that will really change how public
charging infrastructure emerges over
the next few years.”

Private firms, fast chargers

The city and many EV advocates see
afuture where private businesses and
work chargers will provide for most
people, and the city will fill in gaps
with its chargers.

That future has already arrived at
Electrify America’s Dorchester facil-
ity. As the technology has developed
rapidly over the last six months, new
EVs have come out with fast-charging
capabilities — with 150kW or 350kW
charge capabilities known as a “fast
charge.” Electrify America officials
said that for a paid fee at the “pump,”
their 150kW chargers on Gallivan
Boulevard can offer 7.5 miles of charge
per minute, or about 150 miles in 20
minutes, meaning a driver could drop
off the car for a charge while hitting
nearby pharmacy or grabbing a cup
of coffee.

Franklin-Hodge said the Dorchester
location is a sign that private compa-
nies are finally starting to see charging
as a good business, much in the same
way that owning a gas station in the
early 1900s was a good business.

“They have essentially created a gas
station for electric cars in part of the
parking lot that the bank didn’t use
very often,” he said. “That becomes
probably the best option for people
who can’t charge at home or at work.
That’s the model we see as coming
to dominate the charging options for
people who don’t have at-home or
at-work charging capabilities...My
hope is that long term, you will see
this become enough of a business that
the city won’t have to be the driver in
getting charging stationsinlocations.”

Officials from Electrify America
said the station, one of 800 it now has
placed nationwide, was located there
to be close to an urban center in a busy
neighborhood next toamajor highway.

“Electrify America uses a data-driv-
en process to determine where to
install charging stations - looking for
convenient, easily accessible locations
across a variety of businesses,” said
spokesperson Gabby Jurkiewicz. “We
know the Dorchester Bank of America
location is in a high-traffic area near
a major highway [[-93] and allows EV
drivers to charge while completing
everyday tasks like banking.”

And for city officials? “Right now,
we see ourselves as the catalyzer for
people to feel comfortable going with
EVs,” Franklin-Hodge said. “We want
people to look at a map and see there
isacharging station around the corner
from their house and feel like they can
buy an electric vehicle. In the future,
though, Ithink[charging services] will
be a broad mix of public and private.”

The role of public charging

When it comes to city charging sta-
tions, though, some, like Meg Camp-
bell of Jones Hill, wonder if the city
is thinking enough about equity in
locating chargers. She said she worries
it might not be on their radar.

“A major consideration when pur-
chasingan EVisyourplan for charging
the battery,” said Campbell. “Easy ac-
cess and proximity to electric charging
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City charging stations aren’t often as fast yet as private stations but are free
of any fees. This charger is a medium-speed charger located in the municipal
parking lot in Fields Corner. Several city-owned chargers are in Dorchester
and Mattapan, with others coming within 12 months. City officials see their
charging stations as a way to fill in the gaps for EVs, and not to be the main

source for the charging public.

stations means the difference between
purchasing an EV or not...If you live
downtown,Jamaica Plain, Roslindale,
South Boston, Brighton, or in the
South End, you have good accesstoEV
charging stations. If you live in West
Roxbury, you likely have a driveway
where you can install your own EV
charger. But if you live in Dorchester,
Roxbury, or Mattapan, you’re out of
luck,” she said, noting that it’s unlikely
your three-decker or older apartment
building has access to on-site parking
with an EV charging station.

Campbell said she hopes the city
will consider implementing charging
stations at public school parking lots
to serve the school community during
the day, and the general community
in off-hours.

“Staff could charge cars while at
work, and neighborhood residents
could charge their electric vehicles
after school hours and on weekends,”
shesaid. “Whatifthe city not only made
this a priority, but also publicized the
rapid timeline for installation? This
ideais a perfect example of aninitiative
City Hall —not the School Department
—shouldlaunch, implement, and main-
tain as integral to climate mitigation
as rapidly moving to a fleet of electric
school buses.”

Franklin-Hodge said there is a ton
of thinking going on ought about this
issue, even if it might not be herald-
ed from the top of City Hall just yet.
He said the city implemented an EV
Readiness policy in 2020 requiring all
new projects going through the Article
80 development process (mostly large
projects with parking) to provide char-
ger plugs at 25 percent of all parking
spaces, and to equip the remaining 75
percent of spaces to be charger ready.

Because most large projects are in
the downtown neighborhoods, the new

Seth Daniel photo

policy can seem to skew availability
on charging maps — though Frank-
lin-Hodge said they haven’t forgotten
about Dorchester, Mattapan, and
other dense neighborhoods. While he
doesn’t believe most EV owners will
rely on the city chargers, he said they
do see them as a way to fill gaps within
charging deserts.

“One thing we're looking to address
first and foremost...will be locations
where we have space. That means
municipal parking lots,” he said. “The
good news is most of those are in neigh-
borhoods. They're also in business
districts...Ithinkifyoulook atthe map
of city lots, they’re not on highways or
big shopping centers. That means the
city will try to step in and fill the gaps
no matter what the neighborhood.”

The city has 13 charging locations
with 66 plugs (many locations have
multiple plugs). In Dorchester, the
city has medium speed chargers in
municipal lots on Hamlet Street in
Uphams Corner, on River Street in
Mattapan Square, and on Adams
Street in Fields Corner. Later this
year, 18 medium-speed charger plugs
will be installed on Bowdoin Street and
another set in Codman Square. Four
fast-charging stations will be installed
in the Hamlet Street lot next year.

Franklin-Hodge said he encourages
anyone looking to replace a car to go
with EVs. He said the city does push
alternate transportation, butit doesn’t
expect that drivers will go away.

“EVsare critical piece of the work we
needtodoto addressclimate changein
Boston,” he said. “We want to reduce
the driving that happens...but we
know there are people who drive, will
drive, and need to drive...We're really
all in on this from the city perspective
in electrification of our own fleet, and
for residents and businesses, too.”
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¢¢ My recovery
team and
PrEP as HIV
prevention
saved
my life. %

— RICKIE

PrEP is available at a
community health center
in your neighborhood.
Know your status! If you’re
sexually active or use injectable
drugs, get tested or treated for
HIV and learn about PrEP, a
medication to prevent HIV.

BostonisPrEPared.com
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WE CAN HELP PAY YOUR
HEATING BILLS!

You may qualify for ABCD's Fuel Assistance
Program and be eligible for as much as $1,650
towards your heating costs (oil, gas, or electric).

Maximum benefit is $1,650
Household of 1 = $40,951
Household of 2 = $53,551 Cold days are coming.
Household of 3 = $66,151
Household of 4 = $78,751

ABCD’s got you covered.

APPLY TODAY!

Last day to apply is May 13, 2022

Residents of Boston, Brookline, and Newton:
178 Tremont Street, Boston, MA — 617.357.6012

Residents of Malden, Medford, Everett,
Melrose, Stoneham, Winchester and Woburn:
18 Dartmouth Street, Malden, MA — 781.322.6284

b c}d bostonabcd.org/fuel-assistance
a 178 Tremont Street Boston MA 02111
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ELECTRONIC
WASTE AND PAPER
SHREDDING EVENT

Saturday, May 7, 2022 | 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
1205 VEFW Pkwy, Boston MA

NOTE:
* Proof of Boston residency is required.

» We will shred up to 10 copy-sized boxes
of documents.

* We will not accept any waste from businesses.

* We will only accept electronic waste and
paper at this event.

To learn more, visit boston.gov/electronics

CITY of BOSTON )

Public Works
—

2256A-02

From pre-approval to
home sweet home,
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we're ners for you.
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Rockland Trust’s pre-approval program’ will save you time and give
you an advantage over other buyers, bringing you that much closer to an
accepted offer — whether it's your vacation home or your forever home.

Our team of mortgage lending experts offers a full range of home loan
solutions with local underwriting, including:

Fixed & Adjustable-Rate Loans

Jumbo Loans ] ) -y

First-Time Homebuyer Loans

Affordable Loan Programs k..

"""'_i“tf"%' NEAREST [~

S i,
ig;ftﬁi'; LENDER
Ol

To learn more, call 508.946.8400 or
visit us online at RocklandTrust.com/MortgageLoan

ROCKLAND
TRUST

BANK —

Where Each Relationship Matters®

Member FDIC NMLS# 401447 ' o o
oomme  1-Additional requirements may apply. Valid on properties in MA, Rl or NH only. For approval, a completed application including all
LENDER  applicable income and asset documentation is required.
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A Community Carnival
May 19th, 2022

To learn more, please visit:
DotFest.Org
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40 IS THE
NEW 30!

Whether you're purchasing a new home in today’s competitive
housing market or refinancing an existing mortgage, we can help
lower your monthly payments and provide you with more options.

REWARDING CAREER.
AMAZING BENEFITS. A

Signing bonus,

paid training &
development, and a
pathway to leadership

77 METRO

CREDIT UNION

$2000 signing bonus

for new hires® Chelsea | Boston | Burlington | Framingham | Lawrence | Lynn [w] b [m]

Melrose | Newton | Peabody | Reading | Salem | Tewksbury

MetroCU.org | 877.MY.METRO [=]{

4.25.. 4.29.

40 Year Fixed Rate Mortgage

JOIN US TODAY
BOSTONABCD.ORG/

d iJ Ilé-.l i JOINHEADSTART
By

T b 0}d HEAD START & * See website for details
/ * 0, i 0, i f !
n a CHILDREN'’S SERVICES Annual Percentage Rate of 4.29% and an interest rate of 4.25% as of 04.01.2022 for qualified borrowers and is subject to

change without notice, 40-year fixed rate with 480 payments of $4.34 per $1,000 borrowed, Payment does not include taxes
and insurance escrows, actual payment may be greater, Minimum loan amount $647,201, Available for purchases & rate/term
refinance transactions only on detached single family or condo, owner-occupied residential loans up to $970,800. Other
options available for 2-4 family units. Homeowners insurance required and flood insurance where necessary. Subject to credit
approval. Available for residences located in MA or southern NH. Other low rates and terms available. NMLS# 198524

Flie e
CEIET R

Harbar Point an the Bay
MA

ORCORAN
JENNISON

Companies

o,
o

Corcoran Jennison’s portfolio includes, residential housing, hotels, resorts,
health facilities, academic campuses, retail centers, and golf courses.

corcoranjennison.com | cjapts.com

Savin Hill Apartments, Dorchester, MA
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