
By Cassidy MCNeeley
RepoRteR staff

Peterson Desir has been riding 
the Red Line since he was a kid, 
and for the last several months, the 
33-year-old Dorchester native has 
had the best seat on the train – the 
driver’s chair. He is one of 23 new 
heavy rail drivers who have been 
hired and trained by the MBTA as 
part of a larger push to fill open 
jobs throughout the agency.

“Once I saw there was an open 
house, I just shot my shot,” Desir 
told the Reporter. “About three to 
four months later I got the email 
and I thought, it’s an opening, 
why not take a chance. The T has 
always been in the back of my mind 
because I always knew there were 
great opportunities here,” he said. 
“A big move why I wanted to come 
here was for more security for the 
future.” 

Desir officially entered the 
program last fall after spending 
ten years working with the De-
partment of Youth Services. He 

received classroom instruction, 
hands-on experience, and engaged 
in extensive safety protocols 
alongside 22 other drivers who 
completed the program, the largest 
class in 18 years. 

Phillip Eng, the general manager 
of the T, points to Desir and his 
classmates as signs of progress as 
the agency seeks to staff up across 
the board.

“The skills and expertise that 
these motor persons have gained at 
the Training School will contribute 
to the MBTA’s mission of providing 
safe and reliable service,” he said. 
“We can see from their enthusiasm 
that they embrace public service 
and they’re excited to be part of 
our team.” 

While job opportunities with 
the MBTA are considerable, De-
sir was looking for a specific role. 
“Choosing the Red Line was fairly 
easy because I rode the Red Line 
my whole life. It’s what I know,” 
he said. What he didn’t know was 
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Two new MBTA train and bus operators
talk about their trips to the driver’s seat

By seth daNiel
News editoR

Halina Nguyen was eight years 
old when her mother first drove 
her from Fields Corner over to Blue 
Hill Avenue’s Sportsmen’s Tennis 
and Enrichment Center (STEC) 
for a Friday night clinic known 
as Volley Against Violence. Inside, 
everything was new and unknown, 
and coaches told Nguyen to stand 
on the baseline of the tennis court. 

“It was my first time even hold-
ing my racquet,” said Nguyen, a 
16-year-old sophomore at Boston 
Latin School (BLS). “I remember 
the coaches told us to stand on 
the baseline and I didn’t even 
know what the baseline was. I 
was really scared. Everyone here 
was so experienced and I felt like I 

was the only one that didn’t know 
anything.”

STEC has since become a second 
home to Nguyen, who has risen to 
be one of the best high school play-
ers in the state and among the most 
promising young tennis talents 
in New England. She has played 
first singles for the last two years 
on the top ranked BLS girls’ team 
that includes her sister, Lilian, and 
other friends from STEC as well.

Looking back on those first days, 
she said, makes her glad that her 
mother and father – Hai and Linh 
– encouraged her to play the game, 
even if it has become the game she 
loves to hate.

“I feel like I really like tennis 
no matter what I say when I’m 

Fields Corner’s Halina Nguyen serves
up victories on and off the tennis court

(Continued on page 12)

Landmarks panel
challenges Wu on
city’s ‘interference’
in its official duties
Sends letter; director later fired

‘Defenders’ press 
White Stadium  
legal challenge

Halina Nguyen

Obed Ferdinand on board an Ash-
mont-bound bus that he drives.

Cassidy McNeeley photo

By seth daNiel
News editoR

In a communication addressed to Mayor Wu that 
is rife with potential consequences for development 
in Boston, including the controversial renovations 
proposal at White Stadium in Franklin Park for part-
time use by a professional soccer team, members of 
a city commission charged with overseeing historic 
preservation in Boston took sharp issue with her ad-
ministration’s approach to a number of controversial 
projects, including the stadium plan, and warned 
that the city’s “disregard” for state laws governing 
the commission threatens to undermine its work.

The remarkable show of dissent by all 16 current 
volunteer members of the mayorally appointed Boston 
Landmarks Commission (BLC) board was followed 
days later by the abrupt dismissal of the executive 
director of the panel, Rosanne Foley, a Dorchester 
woman who has led the group since 2015.

Foley, who was appointed to the post by former 
mayor Marty Walsh, was terminated last Friday, 12 
days after the commissioners sent their letter.

Foley’s dismissal came a week before her boss, 
Rev. Mariama White-Hammond, the city’s Chief of 
Environment, Energy and Open Space, had been set 
to step down. In a move last week foreshadowing 
an administrative shakeup in the department, Wu 
announced that White-Hammond, a Dorchester 

(Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 11)

Peterson Desir behind the controls of a Red Line car near Ashmont station. The 33-year-old motorman 
is one of 23 new heavy rail drivers who have taken jobs at the agency in recent months. 
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Jean Maguire spoke at 
a Tuesday press confer-
ence next to Renee Sta-
cey Welch. Seth Daniel 
photo

By seth daNiel
News editoR

Taking on the title of 
Franklin Park “Defend-
ers,” 20 citizens and 
the Emerald Necklace 
Conservancy (ENC) an-
nounced Tuesday they 
plan to move ahead with 
a lawsuit challenging the 
re-development of White 
Stadium in Franklin 
Park for part-time use by 
a women’s professional 
soccer team.

The lawsuit, which 
includes long-time ac-
tivists Louis Elisa and 
Dr. Jean Maguire, was 
dealt a defeat in March 
when Judge Sarah Ellis 
denied their request 
for injunction and temporary restraining order to 
prevent the city of Boston from moving forward or 
starting construction work at the stadium. However, 
the Franklin Park Defenders, who gathered in front 
of the North Gate at White Stadium on Tuesday af-
ternoon, say they will continue with the underlying 
legal challenge on the grounds it violates the Public 
Lands Protection Act (Article 97) and the George 
Robert White Fund Trust.
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A Massachusetts dele-
gation led by Gov. Healey, 
Mayor Wu, and UMa-
ss Boston Chancellor 
Marcelo Suárez-Orozco 
will travel to the Vatican 
next month to attend an 
international climate 
summit assembled by 
Pope Francis.

The international con-
ference, set for May 
15-17, is organized by 
a committee co-led by 
Suárez-Orozco.  Massa-
chusetts Climate Chief 
Melissa Hoffer is also 
scheduled to speak, along 
with Healey and Wu. 

Hoffer will report 
“from the front lines,” 
with the governor sched-
uled to discuss “Govern-
ing in the Age of Climate 
Change” and the mayor 
“Governance, Health and 
Energy,” according to a 
statement released by 
UMass Boston.

 “It is an immense hon-
or to be invited to address 
the Vatican Climate Sum-
mit alongside incredible 
Massachusetts leaders 
like Climate Chief Hoffer, 
Mayor Wu, and Chan-
cellor Suárez-Orozco,” 
Healey said in the state-
ment. “Massachusetts is 
a global leader in the fight 

against climate change 
and the transition to a 
clean energy economy, 
and that’s in large part 
thanks to our innova-
tive elected leaders and 
universities like UMass 
Boston. 

“This is a global prob-
lem that cannot be solved 
by any one nation alone, 

and we look forward to 
collaborating with the 
mayors, governors, aca-
demic institutions, and 
scientists on solutions 
at the summit. We are 
deeply grateful to His 
Holiness, Pope Francis, 
for hosting this import-
ant gathering and for 
his leadership in bring-
ing people together to 
address climate change.”

Wu added: “As a coastal 
city known for our cli-
mate leadership, Boston 
serves as proof of what’s 
possible through focused 
planning and determined 
coordination. I’m grate-
ful for the opportunity to 
share Boston’s progress 
on climate action and 
learn from other may-
ors and leaders taking 
needed action for our 
brightest future.”

– REPORTER STAFF

Police, Courts & Fire

City of Boston and DCR host a site walk 
from 10 a.m. to noon this Saturday (April 
27) at Moakley Park to discuss coastal re-
siliency plans. Gather at McCormack Bath 
House, Carson Beach. A virtual workshop 
is planned for April 30 from 6 to-7:30 
p.m. Register at bit.ly/CRB_MC. See edi-
torial, Page 8.
Eighteen restaurants will serve all kinds 
of food for a good cause at the 16th 
annual Taste of Dorchester event on 
Thurs., April 25, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at the IBEW 103 Local headquarters 
at 256 Freeport St. Hosted by the 
Massachusetts Affordable Housing 
Alliance, the event raises money to help 
more people access homeownership.  
This year, the restaurants involved are 
Chill on Park, Clarke’s Cakes and Cookies, 

DW Brewpub, El Barrio Mexican Grill, 
Family Affair, Fresh Food Generation, 
Irie Jamaican Style Restaurant, Kapow 
Thai Cuisine, Lower Mills Tavern, Lucy’s 
American Tavern, Murl’s Kitchen, Shanti 
Taste of India, Sweet Teez Bakery, Tavolo 
Ristorante, The Bowery Bar, The Ice 
Creamsmith, Top Shelf Cookies, and 
Yellow Door Taqueria. You can buy tickets 
at the early bird price before April 12 at 
mahahome.org.
MeetBoston hosts a Regional Career 
Fair on Tues., April 30, from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
Boston. Jobseekers interested in the 
hotel, restaurant, casino, and hospitality 
industries are encouraged to attend. See 
meetboston.com/career-fair for more 
info and to register.

The Morrissey Boulevard Commission will 
meet in-person next Thursday (May 2) at 
6 p.m at a location to be determined, 
with virtual participation available via 
Zoom. This meeting was originally set 
for April 23, but was re-scheduled due to 
“building maintenance” at the Cristo Rey 
School. At the meeting, MassDOT says, 
“the study team will present a summary 
of background information being used 
to develop alternatives for future mo-
bility and climate resiliency in the Mor-
rissey Boulevard corridor.” See DotNews.
com for more info or visit the study mass.
gov/k-circle-morrissey-study.
The Boston Home Center will host a 
Housing Resource Fair on Sat., April 27, 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Berk-
shire Partners Blue Hills Boys and Girls 

Club, 15 Talbot Ave., Dorchester. Pro-
spective homebuyers and current home-
owners can meet with lenders, agents, 
city staff, and nonprofit partners. Register 
at bi.ly/2024BHCFair.
The BPDA will host a virtual public meet-
ing on recommendations for changes to 
the Citywide Additional Dwelling Unit 
(ADU) zoning policies on Wed., May 8, 
at 6 p.m. See Page 3 for details on how to 
join the meeting. 
A BPDA virtual meeting on the Zero Net 
Carbon zoning proposal will be held on 
Monday, April 29 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
See page 3 for meeting details.
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Wu, Healey to join UMass Boston leader
at Vatican summit about climate change

Life, no parole for murderer
of teen at ’21 Carnival scene

A Suffolk Superior Court jury on Monday convicted 
Omara Shears, 46, of first-degree murder in the death 
of Javare Sommerville-Adams, 17, as the teenager 
was standing at Blue Hill Avenue and Columbia Road 
enjoying the Carnival celebration on the morning of 
Aug. 28, 2021, the Suffolk County District Attorney’s 
office reported.

The verdict means a sentence of life without parole.
According to prosecutors, Shears and Sommer-

ville-Adams didn’t know each other and had no 
connection save that the two wound up standing in 
front of Stash’s for a few moments before Shears 
plunged a knife into the teen’s neck.

As Sommerville-Adams crumpled to the sidewalk, 
Shears put on a ball cap and sauntered away toward 
Seaver Street: “Video then showed Shears interacting 
with members of his family while holding a knife in 
his hand.”

Sommerville-Adams was rushed to Boston Medical 
Center, where he was pronounced dead, the DA’s 
office reports.

In a statement, DA Kevin Hayden, who attended 
the reading of the verdict, said: “What guilty ver-
dicts can do is bring survivors of homicide victims 
the knowledge that justice has been served and an 
offender has been held accountable for their actions. 
But what verdicts can never do is erase the pain and 
loss and grief of losing a loved one.  

“I’m grateful for the jury’s service and verdict in 
this tragic and inexplicable act of violence - which 
ended the life of a young man enjoying a city festival 
- and my office will remain at the service of Javare’s 
family as they continue to process their terrible loss.” 

•••
Boston Police who initially stopped a driver for 

speeding in the area of Washington and Erie streets 
last Friday night wound up arresting him for the gun 
with the “extended magazine” and the 22 bullets 
loaded into it they found in his car. Police say that on 
approaching the car around 10:15 p.m., they noticed 
that Tynigel Belgrave, 26, also wasn’t wearing a seat 
belt. And then, police say, they “observed in plain 
view what they believed to be the grip of a firearm.”

The officers ordered Belgrave and his passenger 
out of the car. “Officers recovered a firearm from 
inside the vehicle, and placed both occupants into 
handcuffs,” the report says. The firearm was later 
determined to be a Glock 26 with one round in the 
chamber and twenty-one rounds in an extended 
magazine.” After further investigation, the second 
occupant was released from the scene.

Belgrave was charged with illegal possession of a 
firearm, illegal possession of ammunition and illegal 
possession of a high-capacity feeding device, police say.

In 2019, a Suffolk Superior Court jury acquitted Bel-
grave of shooting a man on Vesta Road in Dorchester 
but convicted him of illegal possession of a firearm 
and ammunition. Five days after his acquittal on the 
shooting charge, before he was sentenced on the gun 
charges, he pleaded guilty to being an armed career 
criminal when he was arrested and was sentenced 
to 4 1/2 years to 6 years in state prison.

Mattapan assembly 
planned for this weekend

Mayor Wu with UMass Boston Chancellor Marcelo 
Suárez-Orozco during a press event in Dorchester 
last month.  Seth Daniel photo

The non-profit Boston 
Ujima Project is hosting 
a slate of events from 
this Friday (April 26) to 
Sunday that is aimed at 
unifying, give a voice to, 
the Mattapan neighbor-
hood. 

Participants will learn 
how the project inspires 
collective power and 
responsibility through 
its work while also high-
lighting local institu-

tions, like the Mattapan 
Library, Urban Farm-
ing Institute, and Mass 
Audubon.  They can also 
take a tour by bike with 
the Mattapan Food and 
Fitness Coalition to “ex-
plore the vibrant commu-
nity and scenic routes” of 
the neighborhood. 

To RSVP, visit bit.ly/
Mattapan-Assembly. 

–TAYLOR BROKESH

The city’s Open Streets 
series— the half-day, 
car-free events launched 
in 2022— will start its 
third season in Dorches-
ter next month. Mayor 
Wu said that the first of 
six Open Streets events 

this year will be held on 
Dorchester Avenue on 
Sun., May 5, from 10:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

This year, streets will 
close to vehicular traffic 
at 9 a.m. and reopen 
at 6 p.m. The 1.1-mile 

section of Dot Ave closed 
to vehicles will stretch 
from Ashmont Street to 
Linden Street. 

Other Open Streets 
dates are Sat., June 22, 
on Blue Hill Avenue in 
Roxbury;  Sun., July 21 

in Jamaica Plain; Sunday, 
Aug.11 in Hyde Park;

Sun., Sept. 15, in East 
Boston; and Sun., Oct. 
20, in Allston-Brighton. 

For more information, 
go to boston.gov/open-
streets.

Dot Ave. ‘Open Streets’ set for May 5
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6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

M AY

08

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Virtual Public Meeting

Mail to: Adriana Lasso-Harrier
     Boston Planning & Development Agency
     One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
     Boston, MA 02201
Phone:  617.918.4367
Email:     Adriana.lasso-harrier@boston.gov

Zoom Link: 
bit.ly/ADUZoningUpdates
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 641 2312

Project Description:

Please join the BPDA Planning team for a 
conversation on zoning for Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADUs)! In this meeting, we’ll discuss the 
zoning and design analysis that will inform 
future draft zoning recommendations to allow 
for the development of ADUs on owner-
occupied residential parcels. We hope to see 
you there!

Citywide ADU Zoning

Scan QR Code 
to Register

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Virtual Public Meeting

mail to:  Astrid Walker-Stewart
    Boston Planning & Development Agency
    One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
    Boston, MA 02201
phone:   617.918.4496
email:    astrid.walker-stewart@boston.gov

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3xmYTUq

Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Meeting ID: 160 352 45946:00 PM - 7:30 PM

A P R I L

29

Zero Net Carbon 
Zoning Proposal

Scan QR Code 
to Register

Please join the BPDA and Boston's Environment Department 
to discuss the newly released draft proposal (April 29) for 
Zero Net Carbon Zoning. The NZC team will walk through the 
draft proposal and invite questions and comments. Come 
learn about one of the City’s sustainability initiatives. 

Monday 4/29 from 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
To attend the public meeting, please visit the 2024 Net Zero 
Carbon Zoning webpage to find the Zoom link: bit.ly/3xmYTUq

Please be advised that the Zero Net Carbon Zoning public 
meeting has been rescheduled to Monday, April 29.

E-vehicles, super-cleaner truck
added to Water and Sewer fleet

By Cassidy MCNeeley
RepoRteR staff

The Boston Water and 
Sewer Commission on 
Monday unveiled a fleet 
of 37 environmentally 
friendly electric vehicles 
and a state-of-the-art 
sewer system cleaner at 
an Earth Day-themed 
event at their headquar-
ters in Roxbury. 

“Our goal is to make 
sure all the residents and 
businesses in Boston get 
nice clean water, no is-
sues,” said Dolores Ran-
dolph, BWSC’s director 
of communications. “We 
have a crew 24/7 to make 
sure that happens.”

The 37 electric ve-
hicles and the sewer 
system cleaner, called 
the Genesis, will make 
the agency’s work more 
environmentally friend-
ly, Randolph said.

Stephen Mulloney, a 
spokesman for the pseu-
do-public agency that was 
established in 1977, said 
the new fleet is already 
in service.

“We have a thousand 
daily tasks of all kinds, 
from emergency repairs 
to an endorsement team 
that goes out and enforc-
es our environmental 
laws,” said Mulloney. 
“It’s exciting that 37 
are now electric. The 
chargers are also quite 

compact and it’s a good 
footprint for our garage.” 

Sixteen of the new 
vehicles are Ford F-150 
Pickup Trucks and 21 
are Ford Mach-E Hatch-
backs. The vehicles are 
powered in the BWSC 
garage by 40 chargers, in-
cluding two fast chargers, 
resulting in an average of 
1,485 gallons of unleaded 
gas and $4,800 saved per 
month. 

Peter Hunt, the agen-
cy’s chief information 
officer, explained that 
electrically charged ve-
hicles don’t just save 
money but also directly 
contribute to the planet’s 
health. 

“A lot of the savings 
aren’t just financial; its 
environmental cost,” 
said Hunt. 

The Genesis is a spe-
cialized truck that uses 

pressurized water and 
suction power to clear 
blockages and pipes. 
It’s the first of its kind 
in Boston and will help 
clean approximately 
1,538 linear miles in the 
city’s collection system 
while saving water and 
ratepayer dollars. This 
includes 710 miles of 
sanitary sewer, 670 miles 
of storm drain, 155 miles 
of combined sewer, and 3 
miles of combined sewer 
overflow pipe. 

Sekou Brown, the su-
perintendent of Boston 
Water and Sewer, was 
excited to demonstrate 
how the Genesis truck 
works. While the older 
trucks got the job done, 
the task was much more 
complex and used around 
60 to 80 gallons of water 
a minute. 

Instead, the Genesis 

claims the preexisting 
water in the sewer and 
then uses it to clean the 
system. This means that, 
unlike older vehicles, the 
Genesis does not have 
to leave the work site to 
refill its water supply. 

Not only does this fea-
ture save water but being 
able to keep the truck on 
site throughout the job 
directly reduces carbon 
emissions. 

“Recycling is the name 
of the game with this 
machine. We don’t have 
to hook up to the hydrant, 
we don’t have to go back 
and forth,” said Brown. 

The Genesis will use 
90 gallons of water a 
minute, all of which will 

be recycled and reused. 
This improvement will 
save 96,000 gallons of 
water a week and almost 
five million gallons a 
year valued at around 
$100,000. 

Like other sewer clean-
ers, the main goal of the 
Genesis will be to prevent 
sanitary sewer overflows 
(SSOs), which can be haz-
ardous to people’s health 
and the environment. 

“We can get anywhere 
in Boston that we need 
to,” the superintendent 
said about the truck, 
which also has 4 axles and 
weighs approximately 
86,000 pounds. “You give 
me your street name and 
I’ll come to you.” 

Part of what makes 
the truck accessible to all 
areas, including narrow 
Dorchester streets, is the 
remote-control system. 

“The operator could 
be standing where you 
are and operating every 
system on the truck,” ex-
plained Brown. This also 
keeps BWSC employees 
safe when on the job, he 
said. 

Industry experts pre-
dict that with its unique 
features then Genesis 
will be a game-changer 
in the water and sewer 
world. BWSC members 
hope to see more vehicles 
like this introduced to the 
city in years to come.

The Genesis, a specialized truck acquired by the Boston Water and Sewer 
Commission, will help clean the city’s sewer and storm drains while saving 
water and money, according to agency officials. At right: Part of the BWSC’s 
new fleet of electric vehicles get charged up at a Roxbury garage. 

Cassidy McNeeley photos
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DORCHESTER AVE.
Between: Ashmont St. and Linden St.

Questions? Email us at info@openstreetsboston.org or call 311

LIVE ART &
ENTERTAINMENT

FAMILY
FUN ZONE

HEALTH &
WELLNESS

1.1 MILES OF CAR 
FREE ENGAGEMENT

BOSTON.GOV/OPEN-STREETS

Experience Dorchester in a whole new way 
through Open Streets! Grab your friends and 
family and join us for a fun-filled day of walking, 
skating, biking and activities on a car-free 
Dorchester Ave.

Street closed at 9am   Activities start at 10:30am

SUNDAY

MAY

5
10:30 am - 5 pm

BOSTON.GOV/OPEN-STREETS
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By tayloR BRokesh
RepoRteR CoRRespoNdeNt

A quiet transformation is 
happening on some of Bos-
ton’smany   vacant lots with the 
help of hardworking neighbors 
and the Boston Food Forest 
Coalition, a nonprofit commu-
nity land trust that is working 
to turn empty patches of land 
into vibrant gardens, primarily 
in Dorchester, Mattapan, and 
Roxbury. 

One of the city’s newest food 
forests can be found on Everett 
Avenue on the side of Jones Hill 
near Uphams Corner.

Hope Kelley, a member of 
the coalition, said that food 
forests are meant to mimic 
the functions of a natural 
ecosystem, just on a smaller 
scale. “They are inspired by 
this style of land management 
called permaculture, which 
focuses on viewing the whole 
ecosystem rather than its indi-
vidual parts,” she said. “It also 
focuses on – especially at our 
sites – growing perennials and 
specifically edible perennials, 
as opposed to just annual crops 
that you would find in public 
parks or urban farms.”

Kit Binns, a Dorchester res-
ident and one of the stewards 
who has been working on the 
Uphams Corner Food Forest 
since the beginning in 2016, 
explained that the Everett 
Avenue project came to be with 
a lot of grassroots organizing.

“Somebody invited Orion 
[Kriegman, founder and exec-
utive director of BFFC] to the 
Jones Hill Association to talk 
about food forests, and the 

problem was, the lot was owned 
by the city,” Binns said. “The 
problem with these kinds of 
vacant lots is, will they be used 
for income-restricted housing, 
or open space? Both of these 
are laudable causes. But in 
this case, we don’t have much 
open space in the Uphams 
Corner area.”

Binns explained how a pro 
bono architecture company, 
COG Design, helped to draw 
up the blueprints for the site, 
and a nonprofit called Restor-
ing Roots helped to actually 

landscape the area. And during 
that time, BFFC became a land 
trust, meaning the city could 
officially transfer the land di-
rectly to the non-profit. 

“So, by 2021, we actually had 
the first summer of plantings,” 
he said.

Kelley said the contents of 
each food forest – of which 
there are ten in the Boston 
area, with an 11th on the 
way – are determined by what 
each community wants. For 
example, she said, the Savin 
Hill Wildlife Garden contains 
plants that mostly serve in-
sects, birds, and pollinators. 
The Everett Avenue lot, on the 
other hand, grows lots of fruits, 
such as pears, strawberries, 

blueberries, honeyberries, and 
Concord grapes, but also herbs 
such as thyme and chives. 

“Another thing about food 
forests is that they’re built with 
longevity in mind,” Kelley said. 
“So, some of the species we 
plant on these sites, Uphams or 
otherwise, might not produce 
for a few years, or five years, 
or longer.”

Kelley explained that food 
forests serve three distinct 
purposes all at once.

“Environmentally, these 
spaces provide green space 
that has climate impacts, 
specifically in parts of Boston 
that have been underinvested 
in,” Kelley said. “You know, 
Boston has a history of racist 
mortgage lending practices, 
which has made it so that 
certain neighborhoods, specifi-
cally Dorchester and Mattapan 
and Roxbury, have not had 
the same investment in pub-
lic green space, which means 
that those neighborhoods are 
measurably warmer in the 
summer. So, we’re trying to 
build 30 food forests by 2030 
with the idea being that, al-
though these parks are small, 
as we build more and more of 
them, collectively, they’ll form 
this kind of green corridor, 
and this will have the effect 
of a broader ecosystem with 
beneficial climate impacts.”

The other purposes, Kelley 
said, include the very basic one 
of access to food, and equally 
as crucial, creating a sense 
of social connection among 
residents.

“Neighbors who collaborate 

on these parks are folks who 
often have lived in the area for 
decades and didn’t know their 
neighbors. And now they do,” 
Kelley said. “And now they 
have this kind of third space 
that they’re able to come to-
gether in.”

Binns said working as a 
steward requires some effort, 
but that the payoff is wonder-
ful: knowing that this space 
belongs to you and your com-
munity truly does bring people 
together.

“It requires some effort, at-
tention, and concern,” Binns 
said, “but if people think in 
general the idea of parks or 
open spaces in particular are 
good places to support, and 
they really enjoy that, or be-
yond that, if they want to learn 
about how plants feed off each 
other and help each other, then 
there’s really an opportunity to 
understand that better.”

Kelley said there are a num-
ber of ways to get involved with 
the Food Forest mission. Resi-
dents can sign up to volunteer 
at any food forest in the city, 
request a food forest in your 
neighborhood, or sign up for 
the newsletter at bostonfood-
forest.org. You can also follow 
BFFC on Facebook or Insta-
gram at @bostonfoodforest. 

“I don’t think people are 
all necessarily on their own 
when they do this,” Binns said. 
“Some effort is required, but on 
the other hand, there is a lot 
of support, and they’re a kind 
of unusual type of space that I 
think people are beginning to 
learn about.”

A food forest takes root on a Jones Hill side street

This photo shows the food 
forest on Everett Avenue on 
Jones Hill under construction. 
It is one of Boston’s several 
food forests, which are a kind 
of urban garden that provides 
a host of environmental and 
social benefits across the city 
and its neighborhoods. 

Boston Food Forest 
Coalition photo

May 2-5
BOCH CENTER
WANG THEATRE

Tickets starting at $20
celebrityseries.org/ailey
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By seth daNiel
News editoR

Leaders of a new 
Dorchester-based or-
ganization are hoping 
to unite local Caribbe-
an-connected commu-
nities that have existed 
on islands – literally 
and figuratively – with 
a focus on keeping its 
constituencies engaged 
year-round in political 
and civic advocacy.

Members of the Boston 
Caribbean American 
Association (BCAA) an-
nounced the group’s 
formation on April 18 at 
an event held in an empty 
storefront on Dorchester 
Avenue near St. Mark’s 
Church. 

Robert Wint, the presi-
dent of BCAA, was joined 
by about a dozen other 
members all hailing from 
or holding strong ties 
to Dorchester. He said 
they have been meeting 
to discuss the idea since 
2020.

“For the Caribbean 
community, we’re al-
ways trending in the 
spring and summer, in 
the warm months,” said 
Wint. “When Carnival is 
here or Caribbean Her-
itage Month [in June] 
we’re a hot topic and 
everyone wants to know 
about us. Then it comes 
around and it passes 
and then they put us 
away. That’s not going 
to happen anymore. 
We’re going to be here 

year-round to engage 
culturally and politically 
and civically.”

Other members and 
officers include Kwame 
Elias (communications), 
Cassandra Mayhew 
(secretary), Michelle 
Plummer, Syvlan Cede-
no, Samuel Cedeno, 
and promoters Markell 
Graham (Clean Crew 
Entertainment), and 
Gary Kerr (Scoops Way 
Promotions). 

Elias said there are 
major projects in the 
community – like the 
Blue Hill Avenue chang-
es and the White Stadi-
um renovation proposal 
– that they would like 
to address, while not-
ing that they want to 
have Town Hall forums 

during election season 
to discuss the Caribbean 
community’s concerns.

“We are the biggest 
population group and 
have grown in number 
since 1980, but we seem 
to always be number 
three when it comes to 
upward mobility and op-
portunities,” said Elias. 
“Many of us came here 
and stayed and we’re 
raising children in these 
communities. I’ve seen 
the arc of advancement, 
but that arc hasn’t risen 
high enough, and we’d 
like to change that.”

Later in the formal 
speaking program, he 
said: “We’re not in com-
petition with anyone 
else, but where there is 
an opportunity that can 

help our community, we 
will be the vehicle that 
brings the message to 
the community with our 
political officials.”

Wint cited demograph-
ic statistics showing 
that Caribbean Amer-
icans make up nearly 
9 percent of Boston’s 
population, including 
Spanish-speaking people 
from the Dominican Re-
public and Puerto Rico 
and French-and-Kreyol-
speaking Haitians. While 
those groups have been 
invited to the table, 
BCAA officials said they 
are already better orga-
nized as a community and 
those from the diaspora 
of Jamaica, Barbados, 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
Grenada, Monserrat, 
and other islands have 
been less organized and 
unified. 

Historically, while 
there are great similari-
ties among all Caribbean 
communities, those like 
Jamaica and Barbados 
and others share a Brit-
ish, English-speaking co-
lonial past that formed a 
unique culture and took a 
different migration route 
to the United States.

Gary Kerr, owner of 
Scoops Way, a well-known 
promoter in the com-
munity, is a welder and 
a 27-year Local 7 Iron-
workers member. He and 
Graham, another well-
known promoter, are con-
cerned about difficulties 
in bringing that unique 
heritage to Boston as it 
has become hard to se-
cure performance spaces. 
Both worry about the 
future for their children 
in Dorchester and Mat-
tapan for their children.

“We first came togeth-
er during the pandemic 
to do something for the 
community and try to 
find places to have prop-

er events the right way 
with permits and police 
presence and security,” 
Kerr said. “It’s a fight 
now to bring our culture 
to our people. We don’t 
want to use people’s 
backyards and we don’t 
want shootings; we want 
things done the right way 
to showcase our culture.”

Kerr, who came from 
Trinidad in 1993, said 
he is taking a big step on 
May 26 to host Trinidad’s 
top performer, Kes the 
Band, on City Hall Pla-
za – a “legit,” permitted 
event they hope will kick 
off a series of summer 
events and civic engage-
ments under the BCAA 
umbrella.

Graham, who came 
from Jamaica as a youth, 
grew up in Dorchester 
and lives in Mattapan 
with his family. He said 
the BCAA group was 
formed by the frustra-
tions of promoters like 
them. They noticed that 
as venues like Three C’s, 
Cavalier, and Conway 
Cricket Club have closed, 
their culture, music, and 
prominence have also 
faded. It’s not some-
thing they want their 
Boston-born children to 
experience.

Because promoters 
have such a large reach 
and popularity in the 
Caribbean community, 
many joined BCAA to 
help broaden the orga-
nization to being about 
more than events. 

Last Thursday night’s 
kick-off was the coming 
out of the new, evolved 
organization one year in 
the making. Already, City 
Councillor Brian Worrell 
has backed the group, 
and said he was partic-
ularly excited, given his 
Jamaican and Badian 
background.

“I’m inspired by what 

I’m seeing going on here 
and it warms my heart,” 
he said during the event. 
“I grew up in the Caribbe-
an culture, so this organi-
zation is very important 
to me…What I often 
don’t see at City Hall or 
the State House is the 
Caribbean community 
showing up about the 
budget, White Stadium, 
education, or housing. 
This is the role I’m hear-
ing that this organization 
wants to play…It’s music 
to my ears.”

Wint said the priority 
list includes quality of 
life issues, more oppor-
tunities for Caribbean 
restaurants to operate 
with liquor licenses, and 
increased political atten-
tion focused their way. 
He said they are inter-
ested in things like White 
Stadium, and Council 
elections. However, he 
acknowledged that while 
many in the Caribbean 
community come out for 
national elections, they 
don’t pay enough atten-
tion to local and state 
elections.

That, he said, will also 
change.

“Since 1980 we’ve seen 
our numbers grow as a 
people, but while we’ve 
come far, our impact 
could be a lot more and 
I’m hoping this group can 
change that,” he said over 
the microphone. “We 
can’t compete with each 
other…All of our stories 
are singular, but our 
destinies are shared…
We must, must embrace 
unity. Individually we 
might face challenge, but 
collectively no one can 
break us.”

Some of the follow-up 
events planned for Carib-
bean Heritage Month and 
beyond by BCAA include:

• ‘Salute’ by Scoops 
Way Promotions on City 
Hall Plaza, May 26, with 
Kes the Band (Trinidad).

• June Block Party 
by BCAA in Dorchester, 
(TBD).

• Caribbean Comedy 
Show in the Seaport, 
(TBD)

• Clean Crew Produc-
tions Breakfast event, 
June 16 (Rhode Island)

• Family Picnic in the 
Park – Dorchester (TBD)

• Caribbean Heritage 
Breakfast – July 1 at the 
State House.

• BCAA Civic Town 
Hall – this fall (TBD)

New coalition seeks to unite Caribbean communities

Members of the new BCAA group include Councillor Brian Worrell, President Robert Wint, Samuel Cedeno, Gary Kerr, Michelle 
Plummer, Cassandra Mayhew, Markell Graham, Kwame Elias, and Syvlan Cedeno.

BCAA founding members Cassandra Mayhew and 
Michelle Plummer.  Seth Daniel photos
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By tayloR BRokesh
RepoRteR CoRRespoNdeNt

The Pulitzer Prize- 
and two-time Tony 
Award-winning musical 
“A Strange Loop” is 
starting its Boston run 
this Friday (April 26) 
with a cast that includes 
Dorchester actor Kai 
Clifton in the lead role 
of “Usher.” The char-
acter is described as “a 
young artist grappling 
with desires, identity, 
and instincts he loves 
and loathes in equal mea-
sure” while dealing with 
“a grinding job guiding 
families in and out of 
theater performances.” 

The musical runs 
through May 25 at the 
Calderwood Pavilion at 
527 Tremont St. 

The show focuses on 
“the Black queer writer’s 
inner thoughts [turning] 
to an artistic endeavor: 
writing a musical about 
a Black, queer writer 
writing a musical about 
a Black, queer writer.” 
Most of the show involves 
Usher wrestling with 
his thoughts, which are 
portrayed by other cast 
members: Grant Evan, 
De’Lon Grant, Jonathan 
Melo, Zion Middleton, 

Davron S. Monroe and 
Aaron Michael Ray. 

The production is 
directed by Maurice 
Emmanuel Parent, the 
co-producing artistic di-
rector for the Front Porch 
Arts Collective.

The New York Times 
described it recently as 
“a show that allows a 
Black gay man to be vul-
nerable onstage without 
dismissing or fetishizing 
his trauma, desires and 
creative ambitions.” 

Tickets start at $25, 
and there are discounts 
for students, seniors, 
veterans, and people 
under 35. It runs for an 
hour and 40 minutes 
with no intermission. 
More information is at 
bostontheatrescene.com. 

Boston Police Depart-
ment Sgt. Det. John 
Burrows and Officer 
Awan Freeman, shown 
with Fire Commissioner 
Paul Burke and Police 
Commissioner Michael 
Cox, were named Red 
Cross Heroes during the 
recent 2024 Boston He-
roes breakfast, an annual 
fundraiser for the Red 
Cross of Massachusetts.

Both Burrows and 
Awan served as medics 
in the military before 
joining BPD and have 

since witnessed gunshot 
or stab wound victims 
whose lives could have 
been saved with imme-
diate care prior to first 
responder arrival. 

They began training 
fellow officers on con-
trolling life-threaten-
ing bleeding by packing 
wounds and applying 
tourniquets. Now, they 
have taken that training 
to the public, teaching 
Stop the Bleed courses in 
community centers and 
offices around Mattapan 

and Dorchester.
“The Red Cross is 

incredibly grateful to 
everyone who donates 
their time, energy and 
funds to make this event 
a success,” said Holly 
Grant, CEO of the Red 
Cross of Massachusetts. 
“We would not be here 
without the support of 
our corporate partners 
like State Street, not to 
mention the business and 
community leaders that 
serve on our Leadership 
and Heroes Councils.”

George N. Douse was 
a well-known builder of 
housing in Dorchester 
during the first three 
decades of the 20th 
century. He is pictured 
at the right in today’s 
illustration.

In 1912, he developed 
a series of three-deckers 
on Monadnock Street. 
In 1915, he acquired 51 
lots of land on Whitten, 
Redwood, Althea, Clem-
atis, and Center streets 
and Dorchester Avenue, 
where he built single 
and two-family homes. 
He bought 10 more lots 
in the same area the 
following year. On Sept. 
10, 1916, the Boston 
Globe stated, “The de-
velopment of the Whit-
ten estate by George N. 
Douse is proving one 
of the most important 
undertakings that has 
been experienced in the 
Dorchester District.”  

Douse indulged him-
self at the dinner table 
and became proud of his 
stature. He was pictured 
in the media eating with 
other members of a US 
Fat Men’s Club. A story 
on the New England His-

torical Society website 
notes that to join the 
New England Fat Men’s 
Club you had to weigh 
at least 200 pounds. An 
article in the Globe on 
July 15, 1929, reported 
Douse’s weight as 480 
pounds and his shirt 
collar at 36 inches in 
circumference. It is prob-
ably not surprising that 

George died two years 
later at the age of 53.

These posts can be 
viewed on the blog at 
dorchesterhistoricalso-
ciety.org. The Society’s 
William Clapp and 
James Blake Houses 
are open to the public on 
the third Sunday of the 
month from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 
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Dorchester Historical Society
The developer George Douse

Marking 65 years and 
its status as one of the 
world’s most popular 
dance companies, the 
Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater returns 
to Boston’s Boch Cen-
ter Wang Theatre  next 
week for a five-show run 
featuring three distinct 
programs, including two 
Boston premiere and a 
performance highlight-
ing Alvin Ailey’s vibrant 
choreographic genius 
through excerpts of his 
best dances. 

As part of the com-
pany’s visit, Celebrity 
Series will host “Reve-
lations for Everyone,” 
a free, public workshop, 
where company dancers 
will teach excerpts of 
Alvin Ailey’s signature 
work as well as his pop-
ular dance, “Night Crea-
ture.” The Revelations 
event takes place on 

Wed., May 1, at 7 p.m. at 
the Reggie Lewis Track 
and Athletic Center, 1350 
Tremont St., Roxbury. 

Performances at the 

Wang start on May 2 at 
8 p.m. with the master-
piece Revelations closing 
every show. Go to celebri-
tyseries.org for more info.

A prominent Jew-
ish-led labor group hon-
ored IBEW Local 103’s 
Lou Antonellis at its 
annual Labor Seder on 
Sun., April 7. The union’s 
business manager and 
financial secretary was 
recognized for his dedica-
tion “in diversifying the 
building trades and his 
pursuit of improving the 
wages and working condi-
tions of electrical workers 
in New England.”

Antonellis exemplifies 
the new generation of 
labor leadership in the 

Boston area,” said Stuart 
Applebaum, president of 
the New England Jewish 
Labor Committee, which 
is just one part of a na-
tional nonprofit organi-
zation that brings Jewish 
community leaders, labor 
leaders, elected officials, 
and community activists 
together to promote so-
cial justice. 

For the last 90 years, 
the Committee has en-
couraged collaboration 
between the trade union 
and the Jewish commu-
nity. 

This year’s Labor Sed-
er was held at the Temple 
Israel in Boston.

“My heartfelt thanks 
to the Committee for this 
tremendous honor,” said 
Antonellis. “Our union 
is deeply committed to 
building the most inclu-
sive workplaces that we 
can, where every person 
has the opportunity to 
build a family-sustaining 
career as a highly skilled 
electrician.”

– CASSIDY McNEELEY

Two Red Cross ‘Heroes’ hailed at agency’s fundraiser breakfast

Alvin Ailey Dance Theater
due back in town on May 1

Chalvar Monteiro and Jacquelin Harris in Amy Hall 
Garner’s CENTURY.  Paul Kolnik photo

IBEW’s Antonellis honored 
by Jewish labor committee

Dot actor has the lead role in
award-winning ‘A Strange Loop’

Kai Clifton



dotnews.comPage 8  THE REPORTER         April 25, 2024

Editorial

The Reporter
“The News & Values Around the Neighborhood”
A publication of Boston Neighborhood News Inc.

150 Mt. Vernon St., Dorchester, MA 02125
Worldwide at dotnews.com

Mary Casey Forry, Publisher (1983-2004) 
Edward W. Forry, Associate Publisher

William P. Forry, Publisher/Executive Editor 
Linda Dorcena Forry, Associate Publisher
Thomas F. Mulvoy, Jr., Associate Editor

Seth Daniel, News Editor
Barbara Langis, Production Manager

Jack Conboy, Marketing Manager
Maureen Forry-Sorrell, Advertising Sales 
News Room Phone: 617-436-1222, ext. 17 

Advertising: 617-436-1222 x14    
E-mail: newseditor@dotnews.com

The Reporter is not liable for errors appearing in advertisements 
beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. The right is 
reserved by The Reporter to edit, reject, or cut any copy without notice. 

Next Issue: Thursday, May 2, 2024
Next week’s Deadline: Monday,  April 29 at 12 p.m. 

Published weekly on Thursday mornings
All contents © Copyright 2024 Boston Neighborhood News, Inc.

To the Editor:
The state has queued up planning on two separate 

but connected projects in Dorchester: Morrissey 
Boulevard and Kosciuszko Circle. Both require imag-
inative solutions. Let’s talk about K Circle and the 
nearby ramps at Columbia Road and I-93.

K Circle is a nightmare for 
motorists, pedestrians, and 
cyclists. A critical (but partial) 
solution is to divert traffic from 

K Circle to lessen the congestion. One way to do this 
is to re-institute the left-hand turn directly off east-
bound Columbia Road traffic onto 93 north. 

The first step should be to calculate the percentage 
of vehicles travelling east on Columbia Road who 
must make a U-turn around K Circle to get on I-93 
north. Next, the traffic engineers should investigate 
a traffic signal/lane configuration that would allow 
for a left turn signal from Columbia Road to I-93 
north at the existing traffic signal. 

There are three east-bound Columbia Road lanes 
at this point. The right lane is a dedicated right-turn 
entry to I-93 south. The middle lane can remain for 
traffic headed to K Circle, aiming only for South Bos-
ton or Morrissey Boulevard, not I-93. The left lane 
could have a left-turn signal for entry to I-93 north. 
Alternatively, the left lane could be a combination 
left-turn to I-93 north and also be used by traffic 
headed to K Circle. This would depend on how the 
traffic studies determined the need for accommodat-
ing two lanes of traffic going east to K Circle as well 
as how allowing the mixed left-turn/straight-ahead 
traffic would affect the west-bound traffic coming 
from K Circle.

The use of carefully planned traffic signals is the 
key. The old left-turn directly to I-93 north from 
Columbia Road east-bound consisted of vehicles 
simply queuing up in the underpass, which caused 
a backup that blocked vehicles exiting I-93 south-

bound and attempting to turn left onto Columbia 
Road east-bound when they had the light. Likely, 
another reason for prohibiting that turn was the 
belief that two lanes were required going east to K 
Circle, and that there was not enough space to create 
another lane. Both of these assumptions need to be 
challenged. Are two lanes needed under I-93 toward 
K Circle? If so, is there not room to create another 
east-bound lane by eliminating the underutilized 
pull-over on the right under I-93? 

Finally, if the relatively modest changes I suggest 
are not workable or would not substantially lessen 
the load on K Circle, could we not boldly plan for a 
serious re-engineering of the entire I-93-ramps-and-K 
Circle mess, one that would eliminate the structural 
pillars dividing the east/west Columbia Road traffic 
under the expressway to give more space at this 
intersection? 

Above all, we need to think broadly and imagina-
tively about dealing with traffic in this critical area 
as Dorchester Bay City is developed.

Christopher Binns 
Upham Avenue

Traffic signals and turn options could 
improve the everyday chaos at K-Circle

By Meg CaMpBell
speCial to the RepoRteR

The recent Alabama Supreme Court decision that 
ruled frozen embryos to be children is shocking.  
The decision has shut down or jeopardized in-vitro 
fertilization (IVF) treatments for Alabama women 
and brought back vivid memories of the fight for IVF 
coverage in Massachusetts. 

I happened to be present 35 years ago at the cre-
ation of “An Act Providing a Medical Definition of 
Infertility,” the state law that requires health insur-
ers to cover all aspects and diagnosis of infertility, 
including IVF treatment.  Massachusetts was the 
first state to offer such comprehensive coverage. In 
2021, 5.4 percent of babies born in Massachusetts 
were via IVF treatment compared to the national 
average of 2.3 percent. 

In 1987, I was research director for the Joint 
Massachusetts Health Care Committee, working for 
Sen. Edward Burke, a Framingham Democrat who 
chaired the committee. The senator and I discussed 
the backlash he was subject to from anti-abortion 
activists who spread themselves on the floor in the 
hall outside his office underneath oversized placards 
of bloody fetuses.  A practicing Catholic, Sen. Burke 
was a reliable pro-choice vote who told me, “I really 
see myself as pro-family, not the way the people in 
the hallway paint me. Keep an eye out for legislation 
I could sponsor that might help there.”

Karen Sweet and Catlin Donnelly, volunteers with 
RESOLVE, a peer support organization for persons 
experiencing infertility, pitched the legislation that 
Sen. Burke would sponsor. They explained that health 
insurers viewed infertility akin to elective cosmetic 
surgery, and they wanted to change that. I had a 
flashback to my own experience with health insur-
ance denying me coverage and I was primed to help.

A decade before, while living in Dallas, I made 
my first pre-natal appointment. I was working as a 
community organizer where I was one of few women 
on staff and the first to need pregnancy coverage.  
My obstetrician told me that insurance would not 
cover my pregnancy.  

I had assumed that if I had health insurance, 
then it would cover my prenatal and delivery care. I 
telephoned the company and was informed that preg-
nancy is “elective” and therefore not covered except 
through a separate rider, which was not mentioned 
in any of the materials provided by the insurance 
agent when I signed up.  

When I said I would like to buy that coverage, I 
was told I couldn’t, because now my pregnancy was 
a pre-existing condition.  The hospital alerted me 
that the baby and I would not be discharged unless 

the bill was fully paid on a credit card. 
During my long labor at Dallas Presbyterian Hos-

pital, I lay exhausted in the delivery room, when I 
heard my doctor say, “There’s fetal distress.  Heart 
rate dropping.  We need to do a c-section.” He sounded 
alarmed.

“We don’t have insurance,” my then husband 
blurted out. “Then we’ll wait,” said my doctor.    

I was panicked that my baby was in distress, so 
with the might parents summon to lift cars when 
their children are pinned underneath, I pushed out 
my child.  I went home within 24 hours so as not to 
incur costs for a second day. The nurses discouraged 
breastfeeding and loaded me up with cans of free 
formula.

Ten years later, while meeting with the RESOLVE 
representatives at the Massachusetts State House, 
they did not need to convince me. I suggested they 
buy Judy Meredith’s “Lobbying on a Shoestring,” 
which they did, then followed its strategy.

The advent of new technology – mail merge – meant 
that Bob Sweet was able to send personalized letters 
to each state senator and representative. «A man 
who needs back surgery because his golf game may 
be compromised can get that covered, but a woman 
who needs fertility treatments in order to have a 
family has to pay for it herself,” the letters argued.  

Sen. Burke championed the bill, calling it pro-life 
legislation.  Constituents spoke passionately about 
how IVF offered them hope, overcoming the opposi-
tion of lobbyists from the health insurance industry 
and the Catholic Church, many of whose members 
were already comfortable bypassing the church’s 
position against any form of contraceptive or birth 
control. They had reconciled their faith with the need 
to have some control over the size of their families. 

Despite a high percentage of legislators identify-
ing as Catholic, including Senate President William 
Bulger, the bill moved forward through multiple 
committee readings and was passed without floor 
debate in the Senate or House. In October 1987, the 
legislation landed on Gov. Michael Dukakis’s desk. 
Only six years after the first IVF baby was born, 
Massachusetts residents had gained access to this new 
medical technology through their health insurance. 
No one could block the dreams of those who wanted 
to start a family in Massachusetts.  

But in Alabama, and in many other states restrict-
ing women’s access to reproductive rights through 
judicial or legislative means, access to IVF has become 
precarious or shut down.  Infertility is a medical 
condition, and health insurance ought to cover its 
diagnosis and treatment for everyone. 

Meg Campbell is a Dorchester resident. 

Recalling a decades-old campaign
to gain fertility rights in our state

Letter to 
the Editor

Approaching K-Circle from Day Boulevard.
Reporter file photo

Officials in charge of a city-led project aimed at 
protecting Dorchester and South Boston from flood 
waters associated with rising sea levels will host 
a pair of public meetings, including an in-person 
tour, over the next week. And while the two events 
are focused on the coast along Day Boulevard, they 
offer an ideal opportunity for city residents to plug 
into urgent improvements all along our waterfront.

On Saturday, the public is invited to tour the area 
around Carson Beach and Moakley Park, where city 
and state officials will offer on-the-spot guidance 
about the possible infrastructure safeguards that 
could be built out to keep high-water events from 
inundating amenities – like Moakley Park – and 
nearby apartments, homes, and businesses. 

The event will kick off from the McCormack Bath-
house at Carson Beach and include four stops along 
the beach and Day Boulevard between the MWRA 
facility in South Boston (next to a popular “bark 
park”) and the State Police barracks by Kosciuszko 
Circle.

“We’ve set it up as a bit of a self-guided tour with 
four tables that folks can visit on their own time and 
get a stamp at each table,” said Hannah Wagner, who 
is the project manager for the “Resilient Moakley 
Park Connectors” effort. “There might be prizes 
and refreshments as well.”

There will also be a follow-up virtual meeting 
held via Zoom next Tuesday, April 30, at 6 p.m. for 
folks who cannot make it on Saturday, or to follow 
up with questions.

All of this is part of a $2.1 million engineering 
study that is funded mainly by grant dollars steered 
to Boston by Congress and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). With a smaller match-
ing amount from City Hall, the Wu administration is 
leading the effort and looping in counterparts from 
the state’s Dept. of Conservation and Recreation 
and the Mass Water Resources Authority (MWRA), 
which own critical land along the “flood pathway.”

The scope of this planning effort is around Moakley 
Park— and points directly north and south— thus 
the “connectors” name. Wagner says various options 
to contain flood waters— from berms and retaining 
walls to other landscaping features— are all on the 
table, but not yet finalized. That’s the point of this 
exercise, she says.

“These two meetings are intended to give context 
and introduce the project and get some high-level 
feedback,” she said. 

The city hopes to nail down its engineering plans 
by 2026, and have a shovel-ready project that will 
then need to be funded for a far bigger sum. This 
“connectors” project is one, relatively small piece in a 
complex system of climate resiliency plans underway 
in this section of the city. Part of the urgency is driven 
by the reality of climate change and more frequent 
and disruptive flooding events. But it’s also driven 
by the imminent explosion in development growth 
in this area, with Dorchester Bay City – a massive 
complex of buildings and related road improvements 
– now approved next door. Other projects include 
the sluggish but still-ongoing state-led Morrissey 
Boulevard Commission, which is also having a meet-
ing next week. The third in a series of commission 
meetings was moved from this week to Thurs., May 
2, at a site to be named later.

Now is the time for local stakeholders to get active 
and vocal on the coastal front. This weekend’s city-
led workshop at Carson Beach offers a helpful and 
welcome place to get connected.

–Bill Forry 

A chance to plug into
coastal resiliency plans
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By MeNeN CRawlle
speCial to the RepoRteR

More than 100,000 people in the United States are 
currently on the national organ transplant waitlist. 
Patients anxiously await the phone call to inform 
them that a stranger made a decision to donate and 
will save their lives through organ donations. 

However, amid these noble 
intentions, misconceptions 
often cloud public perception 
about such donations. These 
myths hinder informed deci-
sion-making and lead individ-
uals to say “no” to donations 
based on false information. 
Combating these widespread 
inaccuracies and debunking 
them with facts is critical if 
we are to build a culture where 

the decision to donate is considered a fundamental 
human responsibility.

April is National Donate Life Month. I am the mul-
ticultural community outreach coordinator for one 
of the nation’s largest organ procurement organi-
zations, which recognizes that this as an important 
time to celebrate and remember the thousands of 
organ donors across the country and throughout 
New England who have made so many life-saving 
transplants possible. During this month, we take 
special care to build awareness of and educate the 
community about donations and dispel the falsehoods 
that can stand in the way of the gift of life.

Myth #1 “Lots of people die every day so there should 
be plenty of organ donors. I’ll let someone else donate.” 
Fact: The primary reason for the nation’s long 
transplant waitlist is that very few people die in a 
manner suitable for organ donation. It is estimated 
that only one percent of all US deaths, and under 
three percent of all US hospital deaths, meet the 
stringent medical requirements for potential donors. 
A potential donor must have suffered a devastating 
brain injury and been declared dead in a hospital ICU 
while on mechanical ventilator support. The potential 
donor must also be free of cancer, infection, and have 
had good organ function. Because the opportunity 
to be a donor after death is so rare, it is especially 
important that as many of us as possible say “yes” 
to donation. 

 Myth #2 “If doctors know I am a registered donor, 
they won’t try as hard to save me.” 

Fact: The reality is that a patient’s donation 
status is never considered by medical professionals 
when they are trying to save lives. Their focus is on 
providing the best possible care to a patient. To be 
considered as donors, brain-injured patients must 
have received excellent medical intervention in 
attempts to save their lives. Because patients must 
be ventilated, stabilized, and in a hospital ICU at 
the time of death to be considered as donors, any 
medical professional who does not appropriately 
treat a patient to the fullest extent possible prior to 
his or her death would be putting the opportunity 
for a donation at risk. 

Myth #3 “I’m too old or have too many medical 
problems to be an organ donor.”

Looking Up Longfellow Street

By ed Cook
speCial to the RepoRteR

Gluten intolerance is a condition common through-
out northern Europe, but especially common in 
Ireland. Anyone who visits Ireland will notice that 
every restaurant menu specifically indicates items 
that contain gluten as a warning to customers. So, it 
is not surprising that South Boston, long associated 
with Boston’s Irish population, has a restaurant, 
Capo Restaurant and Supper Club, that features 
“gluten free Tuesday.” 

A disastrous illness landed me in the hospital for 
most of a week a few years ago. The ailment, which 
was never given a name or diagnosis, caused terrible 
trauma to my lower gastro-intestinal body parts. It 
seems to have caused the onset of gluten intolerance 
for me as a follow-on result. Gluten is protein found 
in wheat, barley, and rye. People who do not have the 
affliction of gluten intolerance sometimes dismiss it 
as a peripheral condition for others, or as “woke” 
medicine. They do not know that even a tiny amount 
of gluten can take someone out of action for a day, 
and that more than a little can cause intestinal pain, 
diarrhea, and vomiting, sometimes to horrendous 
degrees. 

Socially, alerting dinner hosts to your intolerance 
can become an extension of your paranoia. Did you 
know that soy sauce is thickened with wheat flour, 
as are clam chowder, most commercial soups, some 
recipes for mashed potatoes, many commercial ice 
creams, and many other foods that have no apparent 
need for flour? Accepting a dinner invitation requires 
asking the host to read every label, buy GF flour, be 
watchful of every recipe. 

To avoid this imposition, to avoid causing a fuss, 
many times I have not raised my gluten concern and 
attended dinners where I ate only the salad and side 
vegetables.

At first, the elimination of gluten was a great 
disruption to my lifestyle and that of my family. An 
individual does not become gluten paranoid, whole 
families become gluten paranoid. GF-affected families 
learn to read every food label and the meaning of 
“cross contamination:” McDonald’s french fries fried 
in the same oil as gluten-coated fish, hash browns 
cooked on the same grill as gluten pancakes, etc.

For many years before gluten paranoia invaded my 
life, I made my own bread: whole wheat, Irish soda 
bread, no-rise bread, baguettes, banana, corn and 
zucchini breads, etc. Since barley is a main ingredient 
in beer, this took away a favorite beverage as well. 
Over the years, a host of gluten free food items have 
appeared on store shelves: pastas, breads, pastries, 
etc. There are even some decent gluten-free beers. 
In addition, many restaurants have begun adding 
gluten free menu options.

Some restaurants, like Venezia, in Dorchester’s 
Port Norfolk neighborhood, will provide GF pasta in 
place of regular pasta. Downtown, upscale Davio’s 
has a wide selection of GF-identified menu items on 
the regular menu. All Legal Seafoods restaurants 
serve all of their fried food gluten free, along with 
GF bread. Even Dorchester’s little Via Cannuccia 
on Dot Ave. has a selection of menu items identified 
as gluten free.

But living in Dorchester, it is wonderful to have 
Capo twenty minutes away on Broadway in Southie 
for a Gluten Free Night every Tuesday. For those of 
us who have celiac disease or gluten intolerance their 
menu is a chance for freedom. Pizza that doesn’t have 
a crust like cardboard! Freshly baked focaccia and 
garlic bread! GF fried calamari, eggplant parmesan, 
gnocchi, ten homemade pasta dishes. The whole typ-
ical Italian restaurant menu, gluten free guaranteed 
every Tuesday. For those of us in Dorchester with 
gluten issues, “Southie is my hometown!”

Gluten Free in Southie

By BaRBaRa aNthoNy
Recently the Healey administration’s Department 

of Public Health (DPH) announced it was host-
ing five invitation-only virtual meetings with hospi-
tals, community health centers, and others in com-
munities where Steward hospitals are located.  The 
meetings, as reported in the Boston Globe, will “focus 
on meeting the needs of the patients and providers 
in our communities.”  Presumably, the focus will be 
on continuity of patient care in these communities.

None of the five meetings about Steward will be 
open to the public or the media.  

Both the Massachusetts Hospital Association 
and the Massachusetts League of Community 
Health Centers appear to be joining DPH in 
co-sponsoring these virtual community meetings.  
The Globe reported that the “hosts said they are 
trying to limit the size of the sessions to encourage 
frank and open discussions.”

While even virtual meetings can’t accommodate 
every member of the public, there are technical means 
to livestream such gatherings so interested and 
affected residents can at least listen to the proceed-
ings.  Given the potentially enormous consequences 
of the Steward situation on health care across the 
state, the closed nature of these meetings and the 
exclusion of media are unfathomable.  

Why doesn’t state government trust the public to 
learn about potentially critical events that will af-
fect where and how they receive healthcare.  The 
decision to exclude the public is a poor policy decision 
and should be revisited. 

It is worth noting that there was another invi-
tation-only committee, chaired by high-level state 
officials, that met during the early days of COVID 
around nursing home issues.  Those meetings were 
also not open to the public and the media were 
excluded.

During the meetings, some non-government 
attendees called on state officials to make nursing 
homes a top priority as those officials grappled 
with the pandemic.  Nursing homes were not a top 

priority early, though that changed once deaths 
among residents escalated.  And because those 
invitation-only meetings were not public and there 
were no media reports about them, Massachusetts 
residents were unaware that such impactful decisions 
were being made.

While news of the Steward crisis has only become 
widely known in the past several months, we know 
that behind the scenes that DPH had been moni-
toring Steward and trying to obtain financial infor-
mation for a number of years.  Questions remain re-
garding what state regulators knew about Steward’s 
situation and whether those regulators had the tools 
to adequately address mounting concerns.  What is 
clear is that the time for secrecy around Steward has 
long passed and serves no public benefit.

The public at large in cities and towns around the 
state that are impacted by the threat of Steward 
hospital closures or sales have a right to know how 
officials are planning to address continuity of patient 
care in their communities.  Yet the public – which 
will ultimately experience the fallout from any hos-
pital closures or sales – is not going to be allowed to 
witness these state-sponsored proceedings. 

There is no reason to shield these meetings from 
public view.  Organizers should reverse their deci-
sions and allow the public and the media access to 
these proceedings.

Barbara Anthony is a senior fellow in healthcare 
at Pioneer Institute, a Boston-based public policy 
think tank.

State’s Steward meetings should be open to the public

Debunking the myths about organ donations
Fact: Each potential donor is evaluated on a case-

by-case basis. When someone dies in a hospital on 
a ventilator, medical professionals will factor in the 
overall health of organs, medical history, and the 
specific needs of the possible transplant recipient. 
Except for certain cancers, there are no automatic 
disqualifying health conditions or ages for donation. 
Individuals with chronic illnesses and those of ad-
vanced age routinely become organ donors and save 
the lives of others. 

Myth #4 “Only the rich and famous can get an 
organ transplant.”

Fact: Last year, there were nearly 40,000 
transplants in the US resulting from deceased 
individuals who became donors, the 13th straight 
record year for donation and transplants in a row. 
Over 55 percent of those receiving transplants had 
coverage through public insurance programs and 
over 50 percent of all transplant recipients were 
non-white, representing a wide range of diversity, 
races, and ethnicities. 

The computerized system that allocates every 
available organ to the listed transplant patient 
considers factors such as time waiting on the list, 
medical urgency, distance from the donor, body, and 
blood type. The computer does not know how much 
money patients have, or how famous they might be.

Being well informed of the facts of how donation and 
transplant occurs is a necessary first step in making 
the decision to donate life. Unlike other aspects of 
health care, transplants can only occur when some-
one says yes to the life-affirming donation question. 

It is easy to register your decision to be a donor 
either through a state driver’s license renewal pro-
cess, the Apple iPhone health app, or at RegisterMe.
org. The old saying still holds true, “To the world 
you may be one person; but to one person you may 
be the world.”

Menen Crawlle works at New England Donor 
Services (NEDS), a leading non-profit organization 
that coordinates organ and tissue donation across 
Massachusetts and New England.

Menen Crawlle

Carney Hospital President Stan McLaren spoke 
before the Lower Mills Civic Association on March 
21,2023 in St. Gregory’s gymnasium. The Massachu-
setts Nurses Association is planning a community 
forum in this same gymnasium on Thurs., April 25 
at 6 p.m. to discuss the crisis facing Steward Health 
Care and Carney.  Bill Forry photo
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resident, would leave 
office on April 26 and be 
replaced by Brian Swett, 
who had worked as Bos-
ton’s climate chief from 
2012 to 2015.

As to the BLC letter 
sent to the mayor, it was 
dated April 9, and signed 
by chairman Bradford 
Walker, vice-chairman 
Justine Orlando and 14 
other members, includ-
ing Dorchester residents 
Jeffrey Gonyeau and 
John Amodeo.

“The Commission was 
created to protect the 
City’s historic resources 
and advance recognition, 
understanding and enjoy-
ment of those resources,” 
the three-page missive 
stated. “We, the under-
signed Boston Landmark 
Commissioners, have 
observed in recent years 
a disregard by the City 
of Boston administration 
for the Commission’s 
legislative mandate and 
established procedures 
and guidelines.

“We are concerned 
that this disregard may 
impact the Commission’s 
ability to fulfill its legisla-
tively defined objectives 
and could create a pub-
lic impression that the 
Commission’s mandates 
and processes do not 
apply equally across all 
districts and properties.”

The letter points to 
six specific concerns 
but leads that section 
with the city’s efforts 
to re-purpose White 
Stadium for use by the 

professional soccer team 
franchise. The commis-
sioners say they have 
been presented with half 
of the $80 million reno-
vation project’s scope, 
the part proposed by 
Boston Unity Soccer 
Partners for the stadi-
um’s west grandstand 
and note that the Wu 
administration has tak-
en the view that the 
city’s renovations to the 
east grandstand are not 
within the “purview” of 
the BLC.

“The Commission’s 
enabling legislation and 
established regulations 
expressly requires Com-
mission approval of all 
alterations to Boston 
Landmarks,” the mem-
bers wrote, noting that 
all changes to Franklin 
Park, including White 
Stadium, need BLC ap-
provals under state law. 
“The Commission is 
legislatively required to 
review the entirety of the 
proposed project and the 
Commission’s enabling 
legislation prevents ISD 
from issuing a permit 
for any project that is a 
Boston Landmark prior 
to approval by the Com-
mission,” they asserted.

Two other specific 
cases, including the Ho-
tel Buckminster in the 
Fenway and City Hall 
downtown, were also 
cited in the letter as in-
stances of “interference” 
from the administration.

In the case of the 
Buckminster, the com-
missioners complained 
that a 2023 petition to 
designate the Kenmore 
Square property as a 
historic landmark was 
going through the nor-
mal review process until 
someone from the city ad-
ministration “instructed 
Commission staff to pull 
the Hotel Buckminster’s 
designation from the 
Commission’s agenda on 
July 25, 2023.”

The letter said the 
panelists were not given 
a reason for the instruc-
tion but noted that the 
“public impression” was 
that the owner of the 
property – who has pro-
posed to demolish most 
of it and redevelop it into 
a 215-foot lab building – 
had made the request.

“The City administra-
tion lacks the authority 
to pull any item from the 
Commission’s agenda 
or insert itself in the 
Landmark designation 
process,” the members 
maintain.

The issues with land-
marking Boston City 
Hall also involved admin-
istration “interference,” 
the letter asserted, with 
a study report that was 
crafted by the landmarks 
panel. The members 
indicated the adminis-
tration had told them 
to extend the comment 
period for the study 
report, which they did 
out of deference to the 
administration.

However, things took 

a wrong turn when the 
report was headed for a 
vote, they said.

“After the extended 
period of public comment 
closed, members of the 
administration directed 
Landmarks staff to not 
place the item on an 
agenda, and to make 
changes to the report, 
and wrongly claimed that 
the process of drafting a 
study report for City Hall 
was flawed,” the panel 
group told the mayor in 
their letter.

“The process with re-
spect to Boston City Hall 
should not have deviated 
from the Commission’s 
standard practice,” they 
noted.

Other cases cited in-
clude the redesign of 
the Arborway roadway, 
adherence to the Article 
85 demolition delay legis-
lation, and appointments 
to the Landmarks Com-
mission itself.

The members closed 
their communication 
to the mayor with this 
comment: “We do not 
believe that historic or 
cultural priorities should 
take precedence over the 
City’s other priorities, 
just that historic and 
cultural resources should 
be considered in line with 
applicable law, includ-
ing the Commission’s 
enabling legislation and 
Article 85.”

Wu’s office, asked for 
comment on the letter 
by the Reporter, said a 
meeting between Mayor 
Wu and the chair of the 
Landmarks Commission 
was being scheduled.

“The shared work of 
the City and the Land-
marks Commission in 
preserving and promot-
ing the vibrant history 
and culture of Boston’s 
neighborhoods is part of 
what makes the City such 
a wonderful place for res-
idents and visitors,” said 
a spokesperson for the 
mayor. “We are reviewing 
the letter and believe 
it highlights areas to 
improve communication 

and collaboration.”
Alison Frazee, director 

of the Boston Preserva-
tion Alliance (BPA), said 
her organization received 
the letter and included it 
in its weekly newsletter, 
noting it “very much 
supports the contents of 
that letter and the con-
cerns of the Landmarks 
Commission.”

“I think we have had 
concerns with other ad-
ministrations in the city 
that did not prioritize 
historic preservation,” 
she said. “We are really 
seeing here unprece-
dented actions of this 
administration trying to 
interfere with existing 
processes or avoid them 
altogether and that is 
troubling.

“We have a lot of con-
cerns about White Stadi-
um and making sure the 
Landmarks Commission 
process is followed and 
adhered to as legally 
required,” she said.

Foley, who previously 
headed-up the Fields Cor-
ner Main Street program, 
has worked on historic 
preservation issues in 
the city since the 1970s 
and has been a leading 
voice in Dorchester’s arts 
and culture community 
for many years. In her 
Landmarks Commission 
role, she directed the 
city’s review of permits 
to demolish or preserve 
properties in Boston. 
The commission is also 
charged with identifying 
and protecting historic 
districts and select prop-
erties deemed historic by 
its members. Although it 
is funded and housed at 
City Hall, its rules are 
governed by the state 
law that authorized its 
creation in 1975.

Commissioners who 
signed the letter were 
not aware of Foley’s 
firing until contacted by 
the Reporter on Monday.

Reporter executive ed-
itor Bill Forry and asso-
ciate editor Tom Mulvoy 
contributed to this report.

(Continued from page 1)
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Landmarks panel challenges Wu on 
city’s ‘interference’ in its official duties

Rosanne Foley being administered the oath of office 
in 2015.  Mayor’s Office photo

An excerpt from Landmark Commission members’ letter to Mayor Wu.
Mariama White-Hammond, the city’s Chief of Envi-
ronment, Energy and Open Space, is leaving office 
on Friday of this week and Brian Swett, who had 
worked as Boston’s climate chief from 2012 to 2015, 
will succeed her.
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Franklin Park ‘Defenders’ press legal challenge to stadium plan
(Continued from page 1)

“This park is a symbol 
of what is right about 
Boston,” said Maguire, 
who was attacked and 
stabbed by an unknown 
suspect in 2023 only 
yards away from the spot 
where she spoke Tues-
day. “We need to keep 
the things that are right 
about Boston in place. 
These trees breathe…
This place needs to be 
kept for all of us forever.”

Elisa, who is president 
of the Garrison-Trotter 
Neighborhood Associ-
ation, noted there is a 
great deal of distrust of 
the plan because import-
ant details have yet to 
be shared. In the face of 
that, he said the commu-
nity is rallying to defend 
the park as they did when 
the city abandoned it in 
the 1980s.

“I’m a member of the 
defenders of Franklin 
Park and not just White 
Stadium, but the whole 
park because all of Frank-
lin Park is under siege by 
them because they want 
to slip all kinds of things 
here and there from the 
west to the north to the 
east side of this park,” 
he said.

“We have the city’s 
word, but we also have 
35 years of their willful 
neglect as well,” he said.

Jamaica Plain activ-
ist Renee Stacey Welch 
said she grew up near 
the park on Montebello 
Road and continues to 
find peace and solace 
there – something she 
fears will be taken away 
by the professional sports 
franchise and, perhaps, 
other events.

“Today we fight to 
preserve our lives and 
our memories we’ve had 
here,” she said, leading 
off the press confer-
ence and getting a little 
emotional. “We are not 
saying we don’t want an 
improved Franklin Park 
and renovated White Sta-
dium. We do. But not with 
a for-profit professional 
soccer team…The city 
has a long history of leav-
ing our children behind 
and this is another way 

of doing that.”
Roxbury’s Derrick Ev-

ans, also a plaintiff in the 
lawsuit, said they are 
standing up for school-
children, residents, and 
those who have tried 
to review the project – 
including the Boston 
Landmarks Commission 
(BLC) whose concerns 
about White Stadium 
were made public this 
week by the Reporter 
through an letter to the 
mayor about not follow-
ing the state laws gov-
erning the commission.

“I’m here to stand up 
against Wu tyranny,” he 
said. “I’m here to stand 
up for the Boston Land-
marks Commission and 
their director who just 
on Friday was fired as 
the director.”

ENC President Karen 
Mauney-Brodek said the 
next steps in the lawsuit 
will probably be discov-
ery and fact-finding.

“There still isn’t infor-
mation about whether 
there are events in addi-
tion to the soccer games 
that would take place and 
even how profits would be 
shared,” she said. “In the 
end, though, this case is 
about self-determination 
and the community being 
able to decide what they 
want.”

She added that a key 
part of the suit revolves 
around Article 97, which 
she maintained applies 
to the project since the 
beginning of review 
meetings in January 
– something the city 
disagrees with. She also 
said they believe the city 
needs to go through state 
environmental reviews, 
known as MEPA. She 
also said she believes a 
full BLC process needs 
to be followed. The suit is 
pending in Suffolk Supe-
rior Court’s civil division.

Above:  Louis Elisa, a co-founder of the Franklin Park 
Coalition, said the city has given them their word, 
but that word isn’t worth much after 35 years of 
willful neglect of Franklin Park and White Stadium.

Right: Dr. Jean Maguire and Karen Mauney-Brodek, 
president of the ENC, begin a walking tour of Frank-
lin Park and White Stadium on Tuesday.

    Seth Daniel photos

Renee Stacy Welch, of Jamaica Plain, said the Franklin Park Defenders will 
proceed with a lawsuit that seeks to stop the re-development of White Stadium.
       Seth Daniel photo
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Fields Corner’s Halina Nguyen serves
up victories on and off the tennis court
really mad at tennis,” 
she said with a laugh. “I 
feel a lot of people can 
relate to being frustrated 
with how they play, but 
still really like the sport. 
With a sport like this, I’ve 
devoted so much time to 
it, it has become part of 
who I am.”

Two of her coaches at 
STEC, Marton Balla and 
Harshana Godamanna, 
have been working with 
Nguyen since the begin-
ning and she said she is 
still learning from them 
daily. Balla said he ad-
mires how Halina balanc-
es a rigorous academic 
load at BLS, where her 
interests are math and 
science, and a high-level 
commitment to tennis. 
He said that balance has 
formed an intensity that 

plays out on the court, 
even during practices.

“Halina can get intense 
on the court, but she 
also has a great sense of 
humor,” he said. “It is 
so much evident when 
Halina, her two sisters, 
and their tennis friends 
practice on their own 
next to the court that I’m 
teaching on. They com-
pete hard and they com-
ment on each other even 
harder. Sometimes it’s 
impossible not to watch 
the intense rallies or 
to tune out the funny 
comments to one anoth-
er. I hope one day when 
she thinks back to her 
teenage years, she’ll re-
member those practices 
and smile.”

Nguyen  at tended 
Neighborhood House 
Charter School until the 

fifth grade, then spent 
a year at the Murphy 
School before landing at 
BLS. She said her parents 
have devoted a great deal 
of time and money to her 
tennis pursuits over the 
years – sometimes driv-
ing to United States Ten-
nis Association (USTA) 
tournaments that are 
four hours away and 
staying all day. 

“I could be there for 
hours – sometimes eight 
or nine hours in a day. 
It’s a lot,” she said. “But 
I still remember the first 
tournament I won with 
the USTA playing ‘green 
ball.’ I really loved the 
feeling of winning, and 
that feeling is still my 
inner drive to get better 
and keep winning.”

While in spring sports 
season with BLS, Nguyen 

can spend up to eight 
hours practicing per 
week for her high school, 
and then playing in the 
evening at STEC, and 
competing at tourna-
ments around the region 
on the weekends. That 
devotion has paid off 
in that BLS has been 
one of the best teams in 
Division 1 girls’ tennis 
behind Nguyen the past 
two years. 

Last year, they went 
undefeated and finished 
at the top of the state 
power rankings – only 
to lose a heartbreaker 
in the semi-finals of the 
state tournament. They 
hope to avenge that loss 
this year.

Outside of high school 
competitions, Nguyen 
was chosen this past De-
cember by STEC to play 

in their second college 
showcase – where she 
competed alongside some 
of the best high school 
and college players from 
New England and Wash-
ington, D.C., as college 
coaches looked on. It was 
a rare opportunity, but 
one that she took full ad-
vantage of, Nguyen said.

“I think I played really 
well in the showcase,” she 
said. “I got a lot of sleep 
and felt really fresh and 
energetic. There were so 
many people watching 
and so I loved the adren-
aline jolt, and it was a 
thrilling event.”

While still too young to 
be contacted directly by 
college coaches, she said 
she got plenty of affirma-
tion when the coaches 
talked to her parents. “It 
was very nice to get that 
kind of attention. It lets 
me know I’m on the right 
path to be able to play 
college tennis,” she said.

But of all the opponents 
she’s played over the 
years, her most worthy 
adversary has been her 
father. A recreational 

tennis player with a good 
serve and strong volley, 
Linh Nguyen said he was 
the one who helped her 
hone her game and sharp-
en her mental focus.

“Every time we played, 
he would ask me if I 
thought I could beat him 
and I said I could, and 
then he’d beat me and 
I’d go really crazy,” his 
daughter recalled with 
a laugh. “I watched him 
play and he looked so easy 
to beat but wasn’t. I had 
better technique, but he 
had so much more expe-
rience. It always felt like 
I was one point away and 
then he would win, make 
fun of me, and make the 
loss ten times worse.”

Now, when she’s on the 
court and facing down a 
challenge, she said she 
thinks of those matches 
with her father on the 
courts in Dorchester. 
“He definitely helped me 
with my mental game,” 
she noted. “I still get 
frustrated a lot playing 
others, but after playing 
my dad, it can’t get much 
worse.”

(Continued from page 1)

Halina Nguyen practices up to eight hours a week 
during the spring sports season with BLS and STEC 

coaches. while also participating in USTA tourna-
ments on the weekends. She said it’s a lot, but the 

drive to win is her inner motivation.
Seth Daniel photos

Halina Nguyen, 16, of Fields Corner, has surged 
to be one of the best young tennis players in New 
England, and a top singles star for the top-ranked 
Boston Latin School (BLS) girls team. 
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 Milton 617.696.8141
 Dorchester 617.506.7210
 Hingham 781.875.1913
 Easton/Brockton 508.559.5108
 North Attleboro 508.316.0559

BE EMPOWERED.

www.elliottphysicaltherapy.com
F A M I L Y  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

Enjoy The Outdoors This Spring
Our goal is to empower you to actively mange your pain without the

need for more costly, invasive & potentially harmful treatments

For Your Safety, We Now 
Offer Telehealth Physical 
Therapy via Computer,
Tablet or SmartPhone.

Two new MBTA train 
and bus operators
talk about their trips 
to the driver’s seat

that, unlike the new Or-
ange Line trains, the Red 
Line is made up of five 
different car models, all 
of which he would have 
to master. 

Desire just saw that as 
another opportunity. “I 
appreciate that because I 
feel like it will make me a 
better motor person and, 
hopefully, an inspector 
because of all the trains 
I have to learn,” he said, 
adding that learning how 
to drive and maintain 
five train types proved 
to be manageable with 
the leadership of the 
program’s instructors. 

“The trainers were 
amazing,” he said. I 
trained with about six 
different instructors, and 
I took a little piece from 
every single one of them 
to soak into my repertoire 
of what I’m going to bring 
to the Red Line. Every 
single one was patient, 
and showed me what I 
would be facing.”

After the weeks of 
training, when the time 
came for Desir to make 
his debut trip out of Ash-
mont Station, the “first 
ride jitters” came as ex-
pected, the confidence his 
trainers had instilled in 
him quickly took over and 
smoothed his transition 
from student to driver.  

He now works the night 
shift but has dreams of 
advancing in his role at 
the T as an inspector, 
guard master, and, one 
day, an instructor. 

There are other bene-
fits to taking a job on the 
T now, he said, including 
free public transporta-
tion, competitive wages, 
insurance, education 
benefits, and a signing 
bonus of up to $7,500. 

Obed Ferdinand is 
another new T man who 
was intrigued enough by 
the recruitment postings 
to sign on as a trainee. 

“The MBTA has a lot of 
training and the opportu-
nity to grow within,” said 
the 47-year-old Mattapan 
resident.. “Starting off 
coming in was a little 
intense because I didn’t 
know what to expect. Go-
ing through the program 
ended up giving me more 
confidence.” 

Ferdinand has now 
been a bus driver for over 
eight months. Learning 
how to drive the bus was 
the easy part, he said. 
Learning how to deal 
with the public proved 
to be much more chal-
lenging. 

“With the public, you 
have to be ready for all 
types of scenarios or any 
issues that come up,” he 
said. They include work-
ing to de-escalate issues 
that may arise among 
the riders behind as well 
as providing assistance 
to people with various 
disabilities as they come 
aboard and exit, ideally 
after a comfortable ride.

“When I was going 
through training it was 
like why do I need to 
know this? Am I ever 
going to use this? All that 

I’m supposed to be doing 
is driving a bus,” Ferdi-
nand said. But he soon 
learned that his job was 
much more than that; he 
had an integral role in the 
life of the neighborhood. 
“A lot of people don’t 
have vehicles but at the 
same time, we all need 
to feed our families. Me 
getting them from point 
A to point B is helping 
the community.” 

His routes differ daily 
but he enjoys getting to 
serve all parts of the city. 
In some neighborhoods, 
he gets to utilize center 
lane bus lanes — which 
the City of Boston and the 
MBTA plan to implement 
along a three-mile stretch 
of Blue Hill Ave. into 
Mattapan Square .

The plan has been 
controversial but count 
Ferdinand among those 
who favor the idea. “The 
lane contributes to people 
getting to their destina-
tion a little quicker,” he 
said. 

Like Desir, Ferdinand 
credits his success thus 
far to the MBTA in-
structors, saying that 
they prepared him for 
just about anything that 
could happen while he 
was on the road. 

Both men encourage 
other Bostonians to ex-
plore job opportunities on 
the T. Desir said that the 
program is for “anyone 
who’s in a state where 
they don’t know what 
they are doing and want 

to find something that’s 
secure and build a ca-
reer.” He added: “There’s 
a certain pride that comes 

with knowing that you’re 
the one getting people 
to and from where they 
need to go every day.”

Those interested in 
working at the T should 
visit mbta.com/careers.

(Continued from page 1)

Obed Ferdinand of Mattapan is now driving buses on 
various MBTA routes in the system. “Going through 
the [training] program ended up giving me more 
confidence,” he says. 

Peterson Desir grew up riding the Red Line rails 
and now he’s maneuvering trains through his home 
neighborhood. “I just shot my shot,” Desir told the 
Reporter.  Cassidy McNeeley photos
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The Dorchester Pee Wee Division (11–12-year-olds) 
put together a Street Hockey team during vacation 
week and then went out and won the Mayor’s Cup. 
The team was put together by Nate Robbins and 
coached by teenager James Linnehan. 

The first-round game, which the Dot team won, 
9-5, against South Boston, was closer than it read 
on the scoreboard. In the final, also against Southie, 
Dorchester came back from 1-0 to dominate, 12-1, 
and take home the Cup.

All Dot mite teams joined Cup competition
Five teams participated in the annual Street Hockey 

Mayor’s Cup at Garvey Park during school vacation. 
For many, it was their last Mite-level event, as they 
move up next year. The Gold team took home the 
Street Hockey championship in a 3-2 thriller over 
Hyde Park in a game that was decided in the fourth 
round of a shootout after regulation and overtime 

ended in a tie. Cam Holmes scored the game-winner 
in the shootout after Goalie Danny Ryan saved all 
four Hyde Park attempts. Special shoutout to the 
Lady Chiefs who made it all the way to the semifinals.

Don’t miss a week of 
The Reporter.

Get the newspaper delivered to your door.

Here’s the deal: 
$50 for 52 weeks.

Call 617-436-1222 to subscribe.

Carpentry, Roofing, Gutters  

 

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

Decks & Porches
Windows & Doors

Snow Plowing
Sanding & Salting

State Inspection  | Brakes | Alignment  |  Exhaust  |  Suspension    
Engines  |  Tires  |  Electrical and Electronic Diagnostics

HANNIBAL 
Auto 
Repair

2 LOCATIONS

21 Victory Rd.   |  617-825-1325
321 Adams St.  |  617-436-8828

HannibalAuto@hotmail.com

SPRING SERVICES
Grass Cutting & Hedge Trimming
Minor Tree Limb & Branch Cutting
Minor Interior & Exterior Painting
Minor Carpentry & Minor Plumbing
Electrical Work by Referral
Minor Furniture & 
   Household Rearrangement Assistance
Hardwood Floors: Sanding, Buffing,
   Refinishing by Referral
Minor Assembly Work

     HANDY HANDS
               MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES

                                   Telephone: 857-800-2333

24 HOUR 24 HOUR 
VOICEMAILVOICEMAIL

Free Estimates
• Friendly Service

We aim to work within your budget
No job too small 

 

 Residential and Commercial Contract and Service 
There is a right way…the Narrow Way 

 

          Excellence is second only to Integrity 
617-435-5229  217 Norfolk St., 02124 
Master Lic. #10801 service@narrowway.com                                

DUFFY
AsPhALt shiNgLes • RubbeR RooFiNg

• coPPeR woRK • sLAte • gutteRs  
• chimNeYs

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

DRIVEWAYS
MATHIAS ASPHALT PAVING

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
Bonded • Fully Insured

Driveways • Parking Lots
Roadways • Athletic Courts

Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372
BOSTON

D Development Group LLC  Thompson, Gwendolyn J Newrez LLC 28-30 Ferndale St #3 Dorchester 04/03/24 $230,000
Santangelo, Renzo  Koda Pup Rt Martin, Richard A 7 Elm St Dorchester 04/05/24 830,000
Maison Rouge LLC  Phoenix Jr Edwin Est Brown-Phoenix, Denise 31 Alexander St Dorchester 04/05/24 650,000
Maison Rouge LLC  Phoenix Jr Edwin Est Brown-Phoenix, Denise 33 Alexander St Dorchester 04/05/24 650,000
B T Holland Dev LLC  12 Ashland St LLC  12 Ashland St Dorchester 04/04/24 2,100,000
Ayele, Alzar Temesgen, Ayantu Estrada, Connie  5 Semont Rd Dorchester 04/05/24 950,000
Waggoner, Brandon Laurain-Waggoner, Hope Huynh, Hoa  41 Welles Ave Dorchester 04/03/24 805,000
Nogueira, Luis Nogueira, Ann Saenz, Karen J Saenz, Maria S 139 Fairmount St Dorchester 04/05/24 910,000
Carpenter, Lewis G Karal, Ezgi M Su, Xin R  367 Savin Hill Ave Dorchester 04/01/24 1,230,000
Juice, Michael  Guilfoyle Julia M Est Warn, Nancy C 35-37 Magdala St Dorchester 04/05/24 870,000
Josephs, David A Josephs, Charmine R Williams, Rov Williams, Patricia M 24 Wellington Hill St Mattapan 04/03/24 230,000
Brooks, Arlen  48 Hosmer LLC  48 Hosmer St #2 Mattapan 04/02/24 385,000
Cortinas, Abel B Caban, Cristina C Thayer, Abigail E  98 Pleasant St #1 Dorchester 04/01/24 560,000
Lakes, Audrey  Magnolia St Rlty Invs LLC  176 Magnolia St #B Dorchester 04/03/24 232,000
Palmieri, Valentino Palmieri, Nicholas Lakes, Audrey  176 Magnolia St #B Dorchester 04/03/24 485,000
Klecinman, Noam  Rooslyakov, Maksim  944 Dorchester Ave #18 Dorchester 04/01/24 590,000
A Work In Progress LLC  Burton, Lafrancine J  80 Elm Hill Ave Dorchester 04/01/24 1,250,000
Harold, Justin  19-23 Clapps St LLC  19-23 Clapp St #7 Dorchester 04/01/24 815,000
Das, Anuka Durand, Nicholson 29 Edwin St LLC  24 Bradshaw St #4 Dorchester 04/03/24 650,000
Gonzalez, Brian Mehanna, Elie Dp Homes LLC  3 Melville Ave #6 Dorchester 04/03/24 700,000
Cunnigham, Sean R  5 Rice St LLC  5 Rice St #4 Dorchester 04/03/24 649,000
Halesworth, Peter  182 Sydney St LLC  182 Sydney St #3 Dorchester 04/04/24 975,000
Casey, Anton  84 Granite Ave LLC  84 Granite Ave #3 Dorchester 04/05/24 635,000

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

 Buyer  Seller  Address   Date  Price

Local Real Estate Transactions

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

For Dot Pee Wees, a Street Hockey Mayor’s Cup

The Pee Wee’s – Back row, from left: Brendan 
Pugsley, Colin Byrne, Will Miller, Brady Robbins, 
Owen Higgins, Johnny Ryan, Matthew Stock, Liam 
Yandle, Aidan Hartman, and Coach James Linnehan.

In front: Assistants Declan Cellucci, Kyle Ruddy 
and Connor McBride, player Landon Healy and 
Assistant Coaches Dylan Noto and Anthony Noto. 
Not pictured: Noah Flynn, who played both games 
on Monday.

The Mites – Shown from left:  Coach Rob Picari-
ello, Rocco Mullane, Desi McLaughlin, Danny Ryan, 
Mason McDonagh, Thomas Picariello, Sean Lucas, 
Colin Flynn, Aidan Hartnett, and Cam Holmes.

Photos courtesy Boston Parks & Recreation
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By MiChael p. NoRtoN
state house
News seRviCe

Fearing hospital clo-
sures and service re-
ductions, a coalition is 
plannings standouts over 
the next week at Steward 
Health Care hospitals in 
Massachusetts and is call-
ing on elected officials to 
help secure new hospital 
owners, saying “failure is 
not an option.”

A rally is planned for 
Thursday afternoon 
(April 26)  outside of 
Carney Hospital. Orga-
nizers are also planning a 
“community forum” that 
same evening at 6:30 p.m. 
at St. Gregory’s auditori-
um, 2214 Dorchester Ave. 
in Lower Mills.

According to the Mas-
sachusetts Nurses As-
sociation (MNA), the 
“Our Community | Our 
Hospital” coalition is also 

promoting a petition call-
ing for the transition of 
Steward hospitals to new 
nonprofit ownership and 
a commitment to ensure 
the continuation of care 
services for 200,000 peo-
ple in Steward zones. 
Other rallies are planned 
outside Steward hospitals 
in Taunton, Brockton, 
Methuen, Haverhill, Fall 
River, and Brighton.

“The loss of any of these 
facilities will deliver a dev-
astating blow to the entire 
health care infrastructure 
in the Commonwealth, 
particularly to some of 
the most vulnerable and 
marginalized patients 
and families,” the petition 
says. “Patients will be 
subjected to dangerous 
delays in care, be forced to 
travel longer distances for 
care, and for many, to go 
without care altogether.”

The coalition says it in-

cludes labor, community 
and faith-based groups, 
but a complete list of 
member groups was not 
immediately available. 
The MNA has been in-
volved with outreach and 
the union 1199 SEIU is 
also listed as a contact 
on the coalition’s website.

State officials have 
sharply criticized Stew-
ard’s management and 
say they are working 
behind the scenes on 
contingency plans to safe-
guard health care. But the 
coalition, citing an April 
30 Steward loan agree-
ment deadline, says that 
“communities remain in 
the dark on long-term 
solutions to protect the 
future of care across the 
Commonwealth.”

Last week, nearly every 
member of the Massa-

chusetts Congressional 
delegation — including 
Reps. Stephen Lynch 
and Ayanna Pressley— 
signed onto a letter sent 
on April 19 to the heads 
of Steward Health Care, 
UnitedHealth Group, and 
Optum Health casting 
serious skepticism that 
Optum’s purchase of the 
floundering Steward’s 
physician network will 
benefit the Bay State.

A slew of state and fed-
eral lawmakers has raised 
concerns with a poten-
tial sale of Stewardship 
Health to for-profit insur-
er Optum since it was an-
nounced about four weeks 
ago. But in Friday’s letter 
spearheaded by Rep. Lori 
Trahan, lawmakers said 
they are worried that 
UnitedHealth is seeking 
to acquire Steward’s 

physicians to offset low-
er operating margins at 
Optum, “potentially com-
promising the autonomy 
of physicians who may be 
pressured to prioritize ef-
ficiency over personalized 
care.”

“The absorption of 
doctor practices is part 
of a vast, accelerating 
consolidation of medical 
care, leaving patients in 
the hands of a shrinking 
number of giant compa-
nies or hospital groups,” 
the letter, signed by every 
member of the delegation 
except U.S. Rep. Richard 

Neal of Springfield, said. 
It later added, “There is 
also a worry that Optum 
may direct patients from 
the expanded physician 
network to its own urgent 
care or surgery centers, 
potentially disregarding 
what is best for patients.”

A Steward spokesper-
son did not have a re-
sponse Friday afternoon 
and Optum’s spokespeo-
ple did not immediately 
respond to News Service 
outreach.

Reporter staff contrib-
uted to this report.

Televisions (all models)

Computers (Laptops, Desktops)

Game Consoles: PS3, PS4, PS5 & XBox

Bose Radio & CD systems

(special HDMI port replacement.) Same day service.

DVD transfer from video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape)

Transfer video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD, USB

LEGAL NOTICES

Seeking RAMON 
son of Violet Mendez, 

born in 1936 in Panama.

Last known address was 
15 Boyden St Dorchester.

If you are Violet’s son 
or know where he is, 

please contact
Mary Kate Egan Tel: 

781 917 3971

mkegan@publicguardianservices.org

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
Docket No. SU24C0147CA

IN THE MATTER OF: 
DOMEL DANIEL FRANCISCO

A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by Domel 
Daniel Francisco of Boston, MA  
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to:

Domel Daniel Francisco
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance at: Suffolk 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
05/02/2024. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: April 18, 2024 
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: April 25, 2024 

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
10 Pre-School Spots Opening

2 yr, 9 mo. - 5 yr. olds
Spanish-Speaking Teacher

Secure Play Area – 4000 sq. ft.

617-265-2665
email:dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

Lic. #291031

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester

7:30-4:3015 months - 6 years

Vouchers 

Accepted

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU22D2153DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
JOSE M. ZAPATA VILLAR

vs.
YAJAIRA A. RODRIGUEZ

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Jose M. Zapata 
Villar, 55 Lawrence Ave., Boston, MA 
02121 your answer, if any, on or before 
05/20/2024. If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 18, 2024 
Stephanie L. Everett, Esquire

Register of Probate
Published: April 25, 2024

Carney crisis prompts Thursday rally, meeting at St. Gregory’s
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By vaNessa lee
speCial to the RepoRteR
Traditional Vietnam-

ese music filled a dimly 
lit room at Dorchester’s 
VietAID Community 
Center last Saturday 
as hundreds of people 
entered the space. Blue 
waves were cast onto 
the ceiling while candles 
flickered at every seat in 
remembrance of the sol-
diers who lost their lives 
during the Vietnam War.

The 1975 Vietnamese 
Diaspora Commemora-
tion Initiative hosted the 
event, called the “Inter-
generational Cultural 
Commemoration Event” 
(‘Chương Trình Tưởng 
Niệm, Liên Thế Hệ’). It 
featured art performanc-
es, visual exhibitions, 
traditional cuisine, and 
speeches from elected 
officials and community 
leaders. 

The gathering paid 
homage to “Black April,” 
a reference to the fall of 
Saigon on April 30, 1975, 
which marked the end 
of the US involvement 
in the war. The capture 
of Saigon by communist 
forces of North Vietnam 
triggered a mass mi-
gration of Vietnamese 
people, a large number of 
whom settled in Dorches-
ter.

The initiative, led by 
Dorchester-based art-
ist Trân Vũ and mental 
health clinician Linh-
Phương Vũ, aims to honor 
the legacies of families 
affected by the war. They 
are planning to create 
a permanent memorial 
within Boston’s Little 
Saigon district in Fields 
Corner. 

“We want to create a 
space for Vietnamese 

people where we can 
respect and honor our 
journey here, as well as 
acknowledge how much 
we have made a name 
for ourselves in the New 
England area,” Linh said 
in an interview with the 
Reporter.

Saturday’s event was 
intergenerational and 
inclusive, welcoming 
individuals from dif-
ferent generations and 
accommodating bilingual 
attendees.

It started off with a lion 
dance performance by 

young students from the 
Vovinam Quang Trung, 
a non-profit martial arts 
school and training cen-
ter in Boston.  After 
that event, Vietnamese 
veterans led the flag salu-
tations for both Vietnam-
ese and American flags, 
followed by a moment 
of silence to honor the 
soldiers who fought in the 
war. Many lifted candles 
from their seats, eyes 
closed in a moment of re-
spect.  As the Vietnamese 

national anthem began 
playing, everyone in the 
room stood up, with many 
citizens offering salutes 
to the soldiers.

The finale featured 
speeches by Trân, Linh, 
and other notable figures 
such as Rep. Tram Nguy-
en (D-Essex), the first 
Vietnamese American 
woman to serve in the 
Massachusetts Legisla-
ture. She arrived in the 
US at age 5.

“It has been 49 years, 

almost half a century, 
since the communists 
forced many of us out 
of the country,” Nguyen 
told the crowd. “But 
they never extinguish 
our desire for democracy, 
liberty, and freedom.

Nguyen delivered con-
gratulations to the ini-
tiative in recognition of 
their “dedicated work, 
bringing together all 
generations of the Viet-
namese diaspora to com-
memorate the impact and 
legacies of war.”

Other attendees in-
cluded state Sen. Nick 
Collins, and City Coun-
cillor John FitzGerald.

Tammy Ho, who is 
partly of Vietnamese 
descent, attended the 
event to further explore 
his cultural heritage and 
to honor the elders who 
have played significant 
roles in his life. 

“It’s always inspir-
ing to meet experienced 
people that come from 
similar roots as mine,” 
he said. 

Tran, one of the two 
chief organizers, said she 
and Linh aimed to create 
interactions between dif-
ferent Vietnamese gen-
erations, given that the 
Vietnamese community 
is “very complex.” Kevin 
Tran, who also spoke at 
the event, said it is “very 
difficult for the younger 
generation to compre-
hend and sympathize 
with what our parents 
went through.”

To bridge gaps be-
tween the generations, 
Linh wants to be able 
to preserve and archive 
these stories through 
her initiative. She hopes 
to honor and hear every-
one’s collective stories. 

“Because then, we can 
use that to educate,” 
Linh said. 

The initiative is or-
ganizing a Givebutter 
campaign. The goal is to 
raise $100,000, contrib-
uting to a larger budget 
of $500,000 for the con-
struction of a permanent 
memorial in Boston’s 
Little Saigon Cultural 
District by 2025.

Learn more about the 
campaign at givebutter.
com/1975VietMemorial.

FRE E ADM ISSION •  6PM TH U RSDAYS
Celebrating Boston’s vibrant music scene!

LONG LIVE BREWERY & TAPROOM
152 Hampden St, Boston MA

free parking onsite!

MORE INFO AT: longlivebeerworks.com/boston  ///  @longliveroxbury

Fields Corner gathering recalls Vietnam’s ‘Black April’ 

for 5th Grade

NOW
ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

EASY REGISTRATION VIA THE WEBSITE
https://www.epiphanyschool.com/admissions

HIGHLIGHT

Scholarships for all
students
Extended day (7:30am-5pm)
Extended school year 
Small classroom ratio 4:1
Scholarships for day &
overnight summer camps
Access to family services
High school placement
services

Grade: Entering 5th grade
for the upcoming school
year
Income: Must qualify for
free or reduced lunch
from the state of
Massachusetts
Residency: Must live in
one of Boston’s
neighborhoods

APPLY HERE

FOR MORE
INFORMATION CONTACT 

617-326-0425

admissions@epiphanyschool.com

QUALIFICATION

At right, the attendees 
included many men and 
women who fled the 
communist regime in 
Vietnam and re-settled 
in Dorchester. 

State Rep. Tram Nguyen addressed a packed room at the VietAID Community Center last Saturday as 
hundreds of people attended a commemorative event marking the anniversary of the fall of Saigon in 
1975.  Vanessa Lee photos
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UPHAM’S COMMUNITY CARE

Our pharmacy is new and improved
to better serve you. We are proud to
provide the Dorchester community
with personalized, quality care. 

UPHAMS.ORG
617-265-1310

Health is just around the corner! 

415 Columbia Rd, 02125

W E L C W

\

CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Partners with Elevate Youth 
for April Vacation Bird Watching: 
During the April School Vacation week, 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester 
partnered with our friends at Elevate 
Youth to enjoy a day trip to the Cape 
to explore the marshes and beaches 
while also taking some time to bird 
watch. Elevate Youth’s vision is to 
spark a lifelong love of the outdoors 
through equitable access and routine 
immersion in nature as a way to foster 
agency and lead holistic, healthy 
lifestyles. Our members enjoyed 
this special day and are now looking 
forward to an upcoming fishing trip in 
May and to Thompsons Island in June. 
Thanks to our friends at Elevate Youth 
for making these outings possible and 
for fostering an appreciation and love 
of nature and outdoor exploration. For 
more information on partnerships with 
BGCD, please contact Mike Joyce at 
mjoyce@bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Hosts New Inclusion Floor 
Ball Program with MA Special 
Olympics: Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester is excited to share 
highlights from the new Floor Ball 
program being offered in partnership 
with Massachusetts Special Olympics 
and supported by the Boston Police 
Department’s Bureau of Community 
Engagement. 

The Floor Ball program is part of the 
Martin Richard Challenger Sports 
program which also includes Soccer, 
Basketball, Swimming, Rugby and the 
upcoming Baseball season. Floor ball 
is being held every other Sunday at 
10am.

For more information on BGCD’s 
Inclusion programming or the Martin 
Richard Challenger Sports program, 
please contact Erin Ferrara at 
eferrara@bgcdorchester.org.

DID YOU KNOW: 
2024 New England Women’s 
Leadership Awards: BGCD will 
host the 31st Annual New England 
Women’s Leadership Awards 
(NEWLA) on May 20th at the Seaport 
Hotel, Boston. This year the Club 
will recognize Cara Belvin, Founder 
& CEO of Empower; Allison Feaster, 
VP of Team Ops & Org Growth for 
the Boston Celtics; and Huong Vu, 
Family Engagement Specialist for 
BGCD. Each of our honorees were 
carefully selected among dozens of 
candidates and chosen on their merits 
and accomplishments. The event will 
be emceed by award winning WBZ 
news anchor, Lisa Hughes and chaired 
by BGCD Alumna Carline Durocher 
alongside Honorary Chair Chantel 
Mayo. This is a great way to support 
BGCD and to be inspired by the work 
and generosity of so many. Visit 
bgcdorchester.org/newla to learn 
more about sponsorships.

 

BGCD Hosts New Inclusion Floor Ball Program with MA Special 
Olympics: See details below.

Team BGCD Crosses the Finish Line at 2023 Boston Marathon: See details 
below.

 

BGCD Partners with Elevate Youth for April Vacation Bird Watching: See 
details below.

                      BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTERBOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER      

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Keystone Judge Baker Center 5k
May 4

Elevate Youth Fishing Trip
May 11

NEWLA 2024
May 20

*More info: bgcdorchester.org/newla

Alumni Reunion
June 1 

*Scan the QR Code to Register:
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CONLEY, Marion 
Louise, 97, of Duxbury, 
originally from Dorches-
ter. Daughter of the late 
Patrick J. and Mary 
(Farrell) Conley, she was 
the youngest of six sib-
lings and is predeceased 

by all of them. She grad-
uated from Boston Uni-
versity’s Sargent Col-
lege at the age of 20 and 
worked as a gym teacher 
in West Hartford, CT, 
for three years before 
returning to Boston. 
She was a teacher, ref-
eree and coach of girls’ 
sports for many years at 
Dorchester High School 
before becoming a guid-
ance counselor there 
in 1968. She retired 
from the Boston Pub-
lic Schools in 1989. She 
is survived by her five 
nieces: Mary Colburn 
and her late husband, 
John, of Columbia, MD; 

Eileen and Dave Murley 
of Barnstead, NH; Mar-
garet and Frank Schadt 
of Wilmington, DE; 
Elaine Conley Pierce 
and Michael Pierce, of 
Chestnut Hill; and Jean 
Conley and Stephen 
Tripoli, of South Dart-
mouth. She was prede-
ceased by a niece, Joan 
Conley, of Woburn, and 
a nephew, Edward Con-
ley Jr., of Reseda, CA. 
She is also survived by 
several grandnieces and 
nephews.

CURRAN, Rita L. 
(Skamarakas), 76, 
originally from Dorches-
ter. Rita was the wife 
of the late Francis K. 
Curran; and was the 
daughter of the late 
Anthony E. and Rita 
(Murphy) Skamarakas. 
She worked at Harley 
Hospital in Dorchester. 
She also worked as a 
secretary for Teradyne 
Corporation in Boston. 
She is survived by two 
brothers, John Ska-
marakas and his wife 
Susann of Everett and 
Edward Skamarakas 
and his wife Leone; an 
aunt, Betty Ingram; 
many nieces, nephews, 
extended family mem-
bers, and friends. Rita 
was the sister of the late 
Irene DeVivo. Donations 
in Rita’s memory may 
be sent to Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, PO 
Box 849168, Boston, MA 
02284 or via dana-far-
ber.org/gift

HARRINGTON, Ve-
ronica J., 90, of Milton, 
formerly of Dorches-
ter. Sister of Geraldine 
(Harrington) Brogna 
and her late brother-in-

law, Alexander J. Brogna 
of Milton; and her niece, 
Helen Brogna of Canton 
and her partner, Ed-
ward Goodwin. She was 
the daughter of the late 
Jeremiah, J. Harrington 
and the late Helen W. 
Harrington of Milton; 
and the sister of the late 
Helen W. Harrington, Jr.

LYNCH, Dean J. of 
Weymouth, formerly of 
Milton and Dorchester. 
Born in Reading to the 
late James Lynch and 
Jean (Mullen) Lynch. 
Dean was a graduate of 
the Culinary Institute 
of America. His career 
included the famed 
Lock Ober’s restaurant 
where he was Chef, Food 
and Beverage Director. 
When he left Lock Ober, 
he started Schroeder’s 
Restaurant on High 
Street in Boston which 
he operated for 16 years. 
He was also proprietor 
of Mass Video Partners / 
Blockbuster Video, L&L 
Products, and Boston 
Chicken. He held culi-
nary and management 
positions at King’s Bay 
Yacht & Country Club, 
Chez Vendome, The 
Eden Roc in Miami as 
well as the Bay Tower 
Room in Boston. Later 
on, he worked as an ad-
junct professor of Culi-
nary Arts at Newbury 
College. Surviving Dean 
is his wife Joan of Wey-
mouth, son’s Clinton of 
Stoughton and Jordan 

of Quincy. His brother 
Wayne Lynch and wife 
Nina of South Carolina, 
his sisters Sandra and 
husband Gerbin Swart 
of Florida and Jill and 
Thomas Tucker of Ando-
ver, MA. He was prede-
ceased by his son Grant 
Lynch. Expressions of 
sympathy may be made 
to MSPCA - Angel, Attn: 
Donations, 350 South 
Huntington Avenue, 
Boston, MA 02130.

MacDONALD Ruth 
Carriebelle (Cog-
swell), of Medford, 
formerly of Dorchester. 
Wife of the late James B. 
MacDonaldDaughter of 
the late William R. and 
Fay Madeline (Bourgios) 
Cogswell. Mother of  
Dennis R. MacDonald 
and his wife Kathy of 
Thornton, NH, Daniel 
J. MacDonald and his 
wife Connie of Stone-
ham, Cindy Thomas 
and her husband Joseph 
of Cape Coral, Florida 
and Julie MacDonald. 
Grandmother of 10. 
Great grandmother of 
17. Aunt of many niec-
es and nephews. Ruth is 
predeceased by all of her 
siblings. Ruth leaves her 
dear friend and, Charlie 
MacMillan.

M c D O N O U G H , 
James J., 81, of 
Dorchester and Mil-
ton. Survived by his 
wife Celia M. (Con-
nell) McDonough; and 
their five children and 
spouses, James W. Mc-
Donough (Suzie), Brian 
P. McDonough (Ann), 
Brendan P. McDonough 
(Luisa), Matthew M. 
McDonough (Tricia) 
and Anni G. Zukaus-
kas (Thomas). Son of 
the late James W. and 
Mildred J. (Rice) Mc-
Donough. He was pre-
deceased by his sister, 
Rita T. McDonough 
and brother, Robert G. 
McDonough and sur-
vived by his sister, Jean 
L. Costa and brother, 
Richard B. McDonough 
(Joan). Grandfather of 
12. Great-grandfather 
of 1. Also survived by 
many nieces, nephews 
and dear friends. A grad-
uate of Northeastern 
University and Suffolk 
University Law School, 
Jim worked in the state 
legislature and private 

practice, before becom-
ing a counselor in the 
Suffolk County House of 
Correction. Please con-
sider making a donation 
in memory of James to 
Project DEEP, project-
deep.org

PALANO, Dominic 
J., 74, of Easton, orig-
inally of Dorchester. 
He was the husband of 
Mildred “Millie” (Jar-
vis) Palano. Son of the 
late Joseph and Jose-
phine (Spadaro) Pala-
no. US Army veteran. 
He was the proprietor 
of Jayro Auto Parts in 
Whitman. After retiring 
he took a position with 
Easton Middle School as 
a custodian from 2004 to 
2011. He was a member 
of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, Council 238 of 
Easton. He is survived 
by his three children, 
Joseph A. Palano and his 
fiancée, Jillian Hobart 
of Weymouth, Jason 
J. Palano and his wife, 
Gina of Cranston, RI 
and Jennifer C. Wartski 
of North Caldwell, NJ; 
seven grandchildren; 
and a goddaughter. He 
is also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. He 
was the brother of the 
late Dolores Gibbs and 
Rose Palano of Easton. 
Donations in his name 
may be made to Bea-
con Hospice, 182 North 
Main St., Fall River, MA 
02720. 

WILLIAMS, Mary 
(Flaherty) of Dorches-
ter, formerly of An 
Cheathrú Rua, Co., 
Galway, Ireland. Wife 
of the late Thomas Wil-
liams. Mother of Mi-
chael Williams and his 
wife, Pamela of Burl-
ington, Maura Abreu 
and husband, Peter of 
Braintree, Kevin Wil-
liams BFD and his wife, 
Maureen of Dorchester 
and Deirdre Williams of 
Dorchester. “Grandma” 
of 8. Sister of Matt Fla-
herty of England, Helen 
Conneely of Dorchester, 
Padraic Flaherty and 
Delia Garvey, both of 
Ireland and the late Mi-
chael and John Flaherty. 
Also survived by many 
nieces, nephews and 
friends. Donations in 
Mary’s memory may be 
made to the Irish Pasto-
ral Centre, 540 Gallivan 
Blvd., Boston, MA 02124 
or at ipcboston.com

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN
15 Broad Street, Ste. 800

Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

RECENT OBITUARIES

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office for information on the cost of 
burial needs, memorial benches and memorial trees.
The Cemetery office is open Monday – Friday  8:00 
to 5:00, and Saturday 8:00 to noon. The Cemetery 
grounds are open year round 7:00 am to sunset – 
weather permitting.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR REMOVAL
Docket No. SU22P0333EA

ESTATE OF:
GERALD ALSTON, SR.

Date of Death: 11/04/2021
To all interested persons:

A Petition has been filed by: Gail McKen-
zie of Boston, MA requesting that Marshall 
Alston of Boston, MA be removed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said estate. Also 
requesting that: Gail McKenzie of Boston, 
MA be appointed as Successor Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 05/24/2024.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: April 8, 2024 
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: April 25, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL APPOINTMENT 
OF SUCCESSOR 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
Docket No. SU22P0333EA

ESTATE OF:
GERALD ALSTON, SR.

Date of Death: 11/04/2021
To all interested persons:

A Petition has been filed by: Gail McKen-
zie of Boston, MA requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree and Order that Gail 
McKenzie of Boston, MA be appointed as 
Successor Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without Surety on the 
bond and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 05/24/2024.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
The estate is being administered under 
formal procedure by the Personal Rep-
resentative under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with the Court, but 
recipients are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: April 8, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: April 25, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE

Bertha (Benedetta) Julia Glavin, 97, beloved 
wife of the late Martin E. Glavin, died peacefully 
in her sleep in the early hours of Thursday morn-
ing, April 11th, 2024.

Born in June of 1926 at her 
home on Meeting House Hill in 
Dorchester, she matriculated from 
the Mather School, America’s first 
free public school, in its tercente-
nary year. Mrs. Glavin went on to 
study at the Jeremiah E. Burke 
High School and was graduated 
early at the age of sixteen in 1943 

to aid more quickly in the war effort. She served 
as President of the Mather’s Home and School 
Association and did much to enhance the school, 
including establishing a needed library.  She 
served as Secretary of the Dorchester Historical 
Society alongside her husband Martin, who was 
its President, where they strived to make it a 
much more welcoming space for the community. 
They also worked together on Boston’s 1976 
Bicentennial Committee, which included their 
meeting Queen Elizabeth II during her visit to 
Boston. They enjoyed volunteering as tour guides 
at the Massachusetts State House, and they once 
served as co-chairpersons for the Dorchester Day 
Celebration. 

Mrs. Glavin’s full obituary can be read at Alfred 
Thomas Funeral Home website; https://www.
alfreddthomas.com.

The Dorchester Reporter mistakenly mis-
spelled Mrs. Glavin’s name in our previous edition, 
and regrets the error.

Bertha J. (Pascucci) Glavin
June 28, 1926 ~ April 11, 2024 

(age 97)
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To learn more, please visit:

DotFest.Org

DotFest  05.16.2024  

DOTFEST 2024 

May 16th, 2024
A Community Carnival

WE CAN HELP PAY
YOUR HEATING BILLS.
You may qualify for ABCD’s Fuel Assistance 
program and be eligible for as much as $1,950 
towards your heating costs (oil, gas, or electric).

bostonabcd.org/heat

  Income-Eligibility Requirements
• Household of 1 = $45,392
• Household of 2 = $59,359
• Household of 3 = $73,326
• Household of 4 = $87,294

Maximum benefit is $1,950

 Residents of Boston, Brookline
and Newton: 
178 Tremont Street, Boston MA 02111
617.357.6012

 Residents of Malden, Medford, Everett, Melrose, 
Stoneham, Winchester and Woburn: 
18 Dartmouth Street, Malden MA 02148
781.322.6284

Applications must be submitted by May 10th
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REGIONAL 
CAREER 
FAIR

Meet Boston

Hosted by

Looking for an exciting 
new career in the 
hospitality industry?

Tues. April 30, 2024
11AM–4PM

The Hyatt Regency Hotel
1 Ave de Lafayette, Boston, MA 02111

REGISTER AT

meetboston.com/career-fair

HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY EMPLOYERS   
Visit us online to become a vendor.

Boston’s hospitality industry is booming and employers 
are looking to fill hundreds of open positions! 

Not familiar with the industry? No worries! You will have 
an opportunity to build professional connections, 
network with employers, and hear from industry 
experts.

Industries include hotels, restaurants, casinos, 
entertainment, sports & venue management, tourism, 
attractions, meetings & conventions, travel & 
transportation and more.

Job seekers of all levels, full-time or 
part-time work, Internships, entry-level 
positions, trade school or certificate 
program graduates


