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Church leaders ask for merger
of St. Ann-St. Brendan parishes

By BiLL Forry
EpiTorR

Warning that “time is run-
ning out” as they face an
“insurmountable debt,” two
Catholic priests who lead St.
Brendan and St. Ann parishes
have asked Cardinal Sean
O’Malley to merge the two
Neponset parishes, while pre-

serving both churches, under
a new name.

In aletter dated May 10, Fr.
Brian Clary and Fr. Bob Con-
nors wrote that “we are asking
the Cardinal to merge St. Ann
and St. Brendan Parishesinto
one new parish retaining the
two worship sites.”

“This letter is to inform you

that we are in a high-risk fi-
nancial situation threatening
our sustainability and causing
us to make a difficult decision
regarding the relationship be-
tween the two parishes — the
same challenge being faced by
many parishes in the Arch-
diocese,” Clary and Connors
wrote. “For the future of the

Catholic presence in the area

this action must be taken.
There havebeen clear warn-

ing signs that such a merger

S0 Ann Church on Neponset Avenae, loft, avd St Brendan on Gallivan Boulevard

mightbeinevitable. Clary and
Connors have worked with
lay leaders over the past two

(Continued on page 18)

5th Suffolk Rep. Liz Miranda, shown above with her parents Alberto Pires and Maria Miranda
Pires, is recovering from COVID-19. Her father was hospitalized, but is on the mend, along
with other members of her family who were also infected. Photo courtesy Rep. Miranda

Rep. Miranda talks of her bout with

the virus; 15 in family were infected
Community testing a must, she says

By Katie TroJaNO
REPORTER STAFF

State Rep. Liz Miranda
is on the mend after testing
positive for COVID-19 on May
1. The 39-year-old lawmaker,
who has represented the 5th
Suffolk District since Jan.
2019, talked to the Reporter
this week about her experi-
ence with the virus, health
disparities in Roxbury and
Dorchester, and the impor-
tance of community testing.

Ofthe 20 ofher family mem-
bers who have been tested,
15 tested positive for the
coronavirus, she said. In the

two weeks after her diagnosis,
Miranda said, she had some
scary days, but feels that she
is “on the upswing. I'm feeling
much, much, better.”

Most of her family who came
down with the disease are also
recovering well, she added.
“My father is home out of the
hospital, and back as close
to normal as possible. We're
taking it day by day and fol-
lowing protocols. Thankfully,
pretty much all of us are on the
upswing. I've checked in daily,
and only about two family
members are still at the point
where they’re experiencing

some body aches or fever.”

In March, while she was
working to support residents
duringthe state ofemergency,
some of her family members
began experiencing illness,
Miranda said. Her father and
grandmother were both sick,
but tested negative for the
virus. Shortly after return-
ing home from the hospital,
her grandmother, 85-year-old
Maria Alves Miranda, fell ill
and was given hospice care.
She died on April 17.

“As a state rep, I was work-
ing hard every day, mostly
dealing with unemployment
issues, SNAP benefits, and

(Continued on page 15)

Walsh says

Boston

will move slowly as
it begins reopening

By StateE HoUSE
NEWS SERVICE

With the state’s economy
beginning to wake up on
Tuesday, Boston Mayor Marty
Walsh stressed theimportance
of moving slowly in the capital,
stating that he has no plans
right now to lift the city’s cur-
few and that he worries that
allowing offices to reopen at
a quarter of normal capacity
might be “too much” to start.

The mayor also outlined
a more deliberate approach
to resuming construction ac-
tivities, and said the city was
working on a plan that could
be ready in the next week or
two revolving around outdoor

dining once restaurants are
allowed to reopen.

Walsh spoke outside City
Hall on Tuesday for the first
time since Gov. Charlie Baker
on Monday detailed his four-
phase strategy to reopen
the Massachusetts economy
after two months of being
shut down due to fears over
the spread of COVID-19. The
mayor said he thought Baker
took a “thoughtful approach”
but differed with the governor
over the reopening of offices
downtown.

Baker said offices can bring
25 percent of their workforce
back startingnext Monday ev-

(Continued on page 16)

Is keeping seniors locked in
the best that society can do?

By BiLL WaALczAK
REPORTER CONTRIBUTOR
Hints on how the governor was going to approach the “reopen-
ing” of the economy were mounting last week. On Thursday,

a Boston Globe article by staff members
Shirley Leung and Larry Edelman noted

that “a growing number of scientists, economists, and business
leaders” have come up with reopening strategies balancing health
and economic needs that include “maintain[ing] a stay-at-home
advisory for seniors.”

The article continued: “A group of MIT economists” looked at
the “stark choice between saving lives and saving the economy,”
and concluded that “combining a protective lockdown of those
65 and older with lesser restrictions on younger adults could

(Continued on page 9)

There is relief, confusion, and disappointment as
business owners react to Baket’s reopening plan

By ApriaN Ma
WBUR REPORTER
Eight weeks after the state
first ordered the shutdown of
all non-essential businesses
to slow the spread of the
coronavirus, the governor on

Monday released a timeline
for gradually reopening over
the coming weeks. Among
small local small business
owners, it was an announce-
ment that was greeted with
a mix of relief, cautious opti-

mism, confusion, and disap-
pointment.

Myriame Pierre, co-owner
of Unique Cuts in Lower
Mills, was surprised to learn
that barbershops and salons
would be included in Phase

1 of the state’s four-phase
reopening plan.

“Working so close to people
and the body-to-body contact,”
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she said, “I did not think we All contents © 2020
would gounderthe first round.” Boston Neighborhood
(Continued on page 18) News, Inc.

Who's looking after
your health?

Choose Your Doctor Today.

Call 617-696-8809 for help selecting a Beth Israel Deaconess
Hospital-Milton primary care physician or specialist.

Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital
Milton




Photo courtesy Chris Stockbridge
Mike ‘Backin’
Mackan is home

Mike Mackan, who battled COVID-19 for weeks
and was on a ventilator for part of his bout with the
illness, wasreleased from the hospital last Saturday
and returned to his Lower Mills home and his wife,
Joyce, shown above driving him home. That day, a
parade of well-wishers organized by the Lower Mills
Civic Association drove by his Bearse Avenue house
towelcome Mackan back to the neighborhood. Many
ofthe signs referred to Mike’s campaign slogan from
past bids for political office: “I'm Backin’ Mackan.”
His brother Chris Stockbridge and Mackan were
both infected with the virus and lost their mother, Jo
Spencer, to COVID-19in April. Mackan’s symptoms
becamelife-threatening and he was hospitalized and
treated at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center in Brigh-
ton. There, he was given a plasma donation from
someone who recovered from COVID-19. Mackan
credits that infusion with saving his life and hopes
to donate his own blood to assist others battling the
disease. He urges those who have had the illness
and recovered to call the American Red Cross at
833-225-8017 to arrange for a donation.

— BILL FORRY
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A park, a playground, and a steeple
among Dot projects to get CPA help

By Katie TrRoJANO
REPORTER STAFF

A new park next to
Talbot Avenue station, a
playground adjacent to
the Henderson School,
and extensive repairs to
the steeple at Codman
Square’s Second Church
lead the latest round of
Community Preservation
Act grants awarded by
the City of Boston.

A total of $24.3 mil-
lion in CPA funds was
approved during a vir-
tual hearing of the City
Council’s Community
Preservation Committee
on May 5. In Dorchester,
$2.3 million will be dis-
tributed to support 40
applications, including
six historic preservation
and open space projects.

The largest sum -
$800,000 — is directed
toward the construction
of anew park on four par-
cels of open space on Nor-
well Street alongside the
MBTA’s Talbot Avenue
station on the Fairmount
Line. The next largest
figure— $730,000— will
support the building of
a new, fully accessible
playground and school
yard at the lower campus
of the Henderson Inclu-
sion School (formerly
the Woodrow Wilson

Two dead in separate shootings

Two men were shot to
death in Dorchester in
the last week in separate
incidents on Saturday
and Monday.

Paul Richards, 56, of
Dorchester, was found
shot multiple timesin the
area of 45 Bellevue St.
on Saturday just before
8 p.m. The victim later
died at a local hospital.
No arrests have been re-
ported and Boston Police
are asking anyone with
information to contact
detectives at 617-343-
4470.

On Monday,aman was

school) on Alicia Road in
Dorchester.

The Second Church
in Dorchester, built in
1806, will get $400,000
to restore its steeple,
which has been been in
worsening condition for
decades. The church on
Washington Street is
one of the oldest wooden
churchesstill standingin
the city.

First Parish Dorches-
ter on Meetinghouse Hill,
which restoredits steeple
over the last decade, will
also get $20,000 in CPA
money to remove and re-
store a Palladian window.

The Council panel rec-
ommended that CPA
funds be used to support
40 projects across the
city, including: $15.7
million to support nine af-
fordable housing projects;
$3.4 million for historic
preservation; and $5.1
million for the creation
and preservation of rec-
reational use and open
space projects.

The open space targets
include $250,000 for
the creation of a com-
munity garden at the
Franklin Field Homes,
and $150,000 for a com-
munity garden in a now-
vacant lot on Magnolia
Street.

shot to death at 45 Ber-
nard St., near Browning
Avenue, around noon-
time. The victim’s name
hasnotyetbeenreleased
by Boston Police. Police
say the man was pro-
nounced dead at the
scene.

Anybody with infor-
mation can also call an
anonymous tip line at
(800) 494-TIPS or text
TIP to CRIME (27463).
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A 46-year-old Dorches-
ter man was arrested on
gun charges last Satur-
day night after a violent
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The Second Church of Dorchesterin Codman Square
will get $400,000 in Community Preservation Act
funds to help pay for repairs to its steeple, which

dates to 1806.

In Mattapan, CPA
money will be used to
transform a vacant cor-
ner lot into the Morton
Street Community “food
forest” with open space
and a community farm.
Funds will also go to
transform the Chittick
Elementary School play-
lot into a multi-purpose
park that serves both the
school and neighborhood.

“These historic preser-
vation projects will help
keep our communities
connected to the rich his-
tories of Dorchester and
allow people to continue
to gather and enjoy these
places,” said Councillor
Michael Flaherty, who
chairsthe committee that
oversees the funding.
“The open space projects
will similarly provide the

altercation on Hancock
Street led police to his
apartment. The suspect,
Keith Howell, was one
of four men who went to
the hospital with knife
wounds following a fight
in the parking lot of the
Fernandes liquor store
around 8:45 p.m. on
May 16. Police obtained
a search warrant and
went into his apartment
at 69 Hancock St. where
they reported finding
three weapons. The cache
included “a 5.56 caliber
Bushmaster rifle with
large capacity feeding

Resonant Energy photo

community with placesto
gather, play, and connect
with one another and
nature.”

Added District 4 Coun-
cillor Andrea Campbell:
“I am grateful to all the
residents and organiza-
tionsthat submitted their
creative ideas and am
excited to join Councilor
Flaherty in moving this
next round of CPA proj-
ectsforward, particularly
those that will transform
vacant lots in Dorchester
and Mattapan into parks,
community gardens, and
other spaces for commu-
nity use.”

In three rounds of CPA
funding, more than $67
million hasbeen awarded
to 131 projects spanning
every neighborhood in
Boston.

device, a .22 caliber
Remington long rifle, a
.32 caliber Cobra semi-
automatic handgun and
42 rounds of 5.56 caliber
ammunition.”

Boston Police later
determined that the
Bushmaster rifle had
been reported stolen in
New Hampshire. In ad-
dition to the illegal-am-
munition charge, Howell
now faces three counts
of unlawful possession
of a firearm, possession
of a large capacity feed-
ing device and receiving
stolen property.

Taste of Dorchester, the neighborhood’s annual culinary
celebration and fundraiser hosted by the Massachusetts
Affordable Housing Alliance (MAHA), will take place in a
virtual format on Thurs., May 28 from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
In lieu of an in-person tasting event— which had been
scheduled for April 30— Taste of Dorchester “At Home” will
take place over Zoom and feature chef demonstrations, live
interviews with special guests, and a silent auction. Tickets
are $25 per household, with 50 percent of all proceeds
going to a Dorchester restaurant relief fund This year’s event
will support a long list of local establishments including
50Kitchen, 224 Boston, American Provisions, Ashmont Grill,
Bahn Mi Ba Le, Blarney Stone, Bobby Fish Market, Boston
Harbor Distillery, The Bowery Bar, Bred, Chill on Park, Clarke’s
Cakes and Cookies, Dorchester Brewing, DW Brewpub, El
Barrio Mexican Grill, Family Affair Restaurant & Catering,
Ghost Pepper Taco & Tequila Bar, Homestead Bakery & Cafe,
Ice Creamsmith, The Industry, Irie Jamaican Style Restaurant,
Lower Mills Tavern, Lucy’s American Tavern, McKenna’s Cafe,
Murl’s Kitchen, Oasis Vegan Veggie Parlor, One Family Diner,
Pat’s Pizza, Phillips Chocolates, Restaurante Cesaria, Shanti
Indian Cuisine, Sweet Life Bakery and Cafe, Sweet Teez
Bakery, Tavolo Ristorante, and Zia Gianna Caffe. For more
information or to purchase tickets, visit mahahome.org/
tasteofdorchester.

Where to go for food resources in Dot, Mattapan— In
response to spikes in food insecurity coinciding with the
COVID-19 crisis, the city of Boston has created a map of food
resources compiled from information on free breakfast and
lunch sites for Boston students, meal sites for adults, and
locations of food pantries and soup kitchens across the city.
Following is a list of designated food resource locations in
Dorchester and Mattapan:

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Dorchester Youth Meal Sites: McCormack Middle School,
315 Mt. Vernon St.; Lilla G. Frederick Pilot Middle School, 270
Columbia Rd.; BCYF Holland, 85 Olney St.; BCYF Marshall, 35
Westville St.; VietAID, 42 Charles St.; Community Academy
of Science and Health, 11 Charles St.; Faith Christian Church,
301 Harvard St.; Joseph Lee K-8 School, 155 Talbot Ave.;
Dorchester YMCA, 776 Washington St.;

Dorchester Food Pantries: USCCB/Blessed Mother Teresa
Parish, 800 Columbia Rd.; Salvation Army/Kroc Center
Emergency Food Pantry, 650 Dudley St.; St. Mary’s Food
Pantry, 14 Cushing Ave.; Pilgrim Church Community Lunch,
540 Columbia Rd.; Holy Tabernacle Church, 70 Washington
St.; CCAB/Yawkey Center, 185 Columbia Rd.; Dot House,
1353 Dorchester Ave.; Greater Anointing Church Pantry,
20 Charlotte St.; Bethel Tabernacle Pentecostal Church,
12 Bicknell St.; Codman Square Health Center, 378-A
Washington St.; Eglise Baptiste Haitienne, 1 Dix St.; BCYF
Leahy Holloran* (Adult Meal Site), 1 Worrell St.; CSNDC/
Franklin Hill Food Pantry, 1 Shandon Rd.; Faith Pentecostal
Church, 301 Harvard St.; Harvard Street Neighborhood
Health Center, 895 Blue Hill Ave.; USCC/ St. Matthew’s
Church Food Pantry, 33 Stanton St.; HHS/Neponset Health
Center Food Pantry, 398 Neponset Ave.

Mattapan Youth Meal Sites: BCYF Gallivan, 61 Woodruff
Way; Mildred Ave. Community Center, 5 Mildred Ave.
Mattapan Food Pantries: BCYF Mattahunt* (Adult Meal Site),
100 Hebron St.; Glad Tidings Food Pantry, 573 Norfolk St.;
BMC/Healthy Baby, Healthy Child, 213 River St.; Greater
Boston Nazarene Compassion Center, 130 River St.

For more information regarding hours of operation,
visit boston.gov.

Suspension of large events through Labor Day—
On May 8th, Mayor Walsh announced that parades and
festivals will not take place in the City of Boston this summer,

up to and including Labor Day on Sept. 7, 2020. No permit
will be issued “for events that bring crowds together in
close contact, like a road race, concert, or flag raising,” he
said. The Boston Symphony Orchestra will not be holding a
live performance of the Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacular
on July 4. Instead it will present, on television and online,
A Boston Pops Salute to Our Heroes, in honor of front-line
workers and all those who have lost their lives to the health
crisis. City of Boston events that will move to a virtual option
include the Donna Summer Disco and Gospelfest.

City Hall guidance on operations— All essential City of
Boston services such as public safety, public health and
maintenance operations including street cleaning, parks
maintenance, trash and recycling pick up, etc will continue
to be in operation. City Hall is open to the public only on
Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. Public access to
1010 Massachusetts Avenue is limited to the Boston Public
Health Commission on the 2nd Floor and residents must be
accompanied when entering the building.

Everyone entering City Hall, including employees and
members of the public, will be required to complete a
self-screening for COVID-19 symptoms, including elevated
temperature. Residents are required to make appointments
if they need to visit any of the essential services offered
out of City Hall, and can learn more about the status of
city departments and hours of operation at boston.gov.
All COVID-19 questions should be directed to the Mayor’s
Health Line at 617-534-5050 or 311.

SEND UPDATESTO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM
SEE NEW EVENTS DAILY AT DOTNEWS.COM
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By Katie TroJANO
REPORTER STAFF
Bostonians could soon
see widened sidewalks
and other traffic-calm-
ing changes in vari-
ous neighborhoods with
municipal officials and
local legislators hav-
ing serious discussions
about how to implement
a“safe streets” approach
as businesses begin to
reopen across the city.
Washington Street
in Codman Square has
already been identified
as a suitable site for an
early pilot program.
Possibilities for new
installations were laid
out last week (May 11)
at aremote hearing held
by At-large City Coun-
cillor Michelle Wu and
District 9 Councillor Liz
Breadon, who led their
colleagues, city planners,
Boston Transportation
Department (BTD) staff,
and community advo-
cates in considering a
number of options.
Jacob Wessel, director
ofthe city’s Public Realm
office, which has as its fo-
custhe “implementation
of people-oriented inter-
ventions on streets and
sidewalks,” outlined four
strategies that the city
is contemplating that
would reallocate street
space to expand side-
walks, eliminate push
“beg-buttons” for pedes-
trian crossing signals,
and ensure adequate
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frequency of public tran-
sit so riders can physical
distance on buses and
trains.

Possibilties include
“open curbs” in small
business districts and
downtown, which Wessel
explained as “expanding
what is typically a park-
ing lane so that there’s
extra space for people
looking to enter busi-
nesses.” He identified
Washington Street in
Codman Square, Centre
Street in Jamaica Plain,
and Meridian Street in
East Boston as potential
program pilots.

The shared/slow
streets model, which
would develop routes for
residents to use while
socially distancing, could
include simple barriers
and traffic control sig-
nage in areas like some
streetsin Roxbury, north
of Franklin Park.

“This type of approach
is something that could
be done in a lot of differ-
entneighborhoods, butit
won’t allow for the same
transportation access
that cities with a grid
system would have,” said
Wessel.

A third option, he said,
is pop-up bike lanes
that would serve as core
transportation avenues
in areas that already
have substantial bike
corridors, like Common-
wealth Ave., Malcolm
X Blvd., and Columbus

Ave. in the South End.

“These provide key
connections to job cen-
ters but also hospitals
where many essential
workers are travelling
to today,” Wessel said.

A final option would
see expanded bus stops
and lanes for key routes,
which would increase
space for people waiting
at bus stops by utilizing
travel and parking lanes
and bus priority to ac-
commodate additional
service. This model could
be suitable for the Silver
Line bus lane on Wash-
ington and Essex streets
downtown, he said.

Added Vincent Gupta,
the BTD’s director of
planning: “First we have
to think about the con-
text of what the city is
doing. We want to focus
on public health, envi-
ronmental benefits, and
economic vitality and
[ensure] that projects we
do today line up with our
future goals.”

Noting the obvious
— that the city’s small
businesses have taken
a tremendous economic
hit— Gupta said that the
BYDF would the assess
how certain changes
could work for them. He
added that residents
need more space to walk
and exercise, and that
seniors need safer walk-
ing spaces.

“As we move forward,
hesaid, “we’ve adopted a

THE REPORTER
Crisis stirs officials, activists to discuss ‘safe streets’ hopes

few approaches relative
to how we are going to
repurpose space that is
available or currently
underutilized.”

In a press conference
last week, Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh spoke about
the importance of mak-
ing sure the city takes
measures to provide
residents enough space
for social distancing.

“As we prepare for a
phased reopening, we
want to make sure that
we have enough space for
safe distancing,” he said.
“We want to make sure
our small businesses
can get the support they

need, and we want to
make sure everyone has
safe and healthy trans-
portation options.”
Themayortook to Twit-
ter with his thoughts on
the day of the council
hearing, saying, among
other things: “Expand-
ing sidewalks in busi-
ness districts could help
with physical distancing,
especially where people
wait in line for business-
esthat are followingnew
capacity guidelines.”
Jeff Speck, a city plan-
ner and principal at the
urban design and consul-
tancy firm Speck & As-
sociates, provided some
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context on best practices
for rolling out similar
“safe streets” programs
to enable social distanc-
ing across the country.
“A number of mayors
around the world are
talking about what we
want our cities to look
like when this is over.
This is a conversation
we need to have,” he
said. “What we face at
presentis a physical and
mental health crisisthat
is at its heart a spatial
crisis. Put simply, the
way that space has been
allocated in our commu-
nities is increasing the
spread of the disease.”

WE'RE HERE
FOR YOU

STOCK UP ON GROCERIES + ESSENTIALS, ORDER IN,
OR PICK UP FROM YOUR SOUTH BAY FAVORITES.

f © @BostonSouthBay
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Pay only

Members Plus
Credit Union

To us, banking is personal.

Medford Norwood Dorchester

To apply for a loan, just visit memberspluscu.org.

As your community’s credit union, we’re always here to help you get through the
challenging times.

Everett

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Payments for 2.00% APR for 12 months are approximately $84.38 per month per $1,000.00 borrowed. Payment does not reflect disability and/or credit
life insurance and may differ slightly due to rounding. Terms up to 12 months for repayment. There will be no required payment during the initial 60 days, payments will then continue

over a 12-month period. Minimum loan amount of $500.00 and maximum loan amount of $2,000.00. Rates effective March 25, 2020 and subject to change without notice. Requires a
$25.00 deposit in a share/savings account.

Plymouth

&




Page 4

By DANIEL SHEEHAN
REPORTER STAFF

A new type of technol-
ogyishelping physicians
and health care provid-
ers at Codman Square
Health Center (CSHC)
test patients for CO-
VID-19 infections more
safely while lessening
the pressure caused by
shortages of personal
protection equipment
(PPE). The Walk Up
Doc, a plexiglass struc-
ture akin to a telephone
booth with holes cut out
for arm-length rubber
gloves, allows testers to
administer tests for the
virus without the need
for masks or gowns.

The apparatus was
donated to the health
care center last Monday
by Trigger House, a cre-
ative design company
based in Portsmouth,
NH, and joins a similar
structure that the center
acquired earlier this
month with the help of
Partners HealthCare.
Currently, both are in
useinthe outdoortesting
tent outside of Codman
Square Health Center,
where between 30 and
70 walk-in patients are
being tested each day.

CSHC CEO Sandra
Cotterell told the Re-
porter that in addition
to preserving PPE re-
sources, the booths pro-
vide a “critical” level of

THE REPORTER
Testing and safety match up well when

Walk Up Doc’s on the job in Codman Sq.

comfort for healthcare
providers. “When CO-
VID hit, it was apparent
right out of the gate that
people were concerned
with their own personal
safety, especially with
supplies and materials
being limited and safety
equipment beinglimited.
So when an opportunity
presented itself, it was a
no brainer to look at this
as a great way to make
people feel safe.”

Lindsay Soares White,
a nurse practitioner
and clinical lead for the
community testing tent
initiative at CSHC, said
the new testing booth
will save 3-6 masks and
gowns per day, abigboon
for efforts to preserve
scarce stockpiles of PPE,
particularly N-95 masks,
which continue to be
“challenging to come by.

“It completely encloses
the tester on the sides
that face the patient so
any particlesthat are put
into the air during the
testing procedure, like
coughing or sneezing,
that tester is protected,”
explained Soares White.
“Masks help filter those
particles, and gowns
help keep them off your
clothes, but actual plas-
tic booths completely
block them, so it’s a
higher level of safety for
the tester.”

The Mass League of

Community Health Cen-
ters, known as Mass
League or simply “The
League,” worked with
Trigger House to arrange
the placements of the
donated Walk Up Docs,
which are now in use in
Codman Square as well
as at a health center in
Brockton. Jim Hunt,
president and CEO of
Mass League, said he
was “impressed from the
get-go” by the initiative
and “social conscience”
shown by the company.

Trigger House, a ver-
satile creative design
agency thatbuildsevery-
thing from mall displays
to concertrigs and televi-
sion sets, has pivoted in
recent weeks to making
testing booths for those
on the front lines of the
pandemic. Hunt said
he only found out about
the company a week ago
through a family friend.

“Their CEO, Josh
Sheets, called me up
and said they want to
donate one ofthese Walk
Up Docs to Codman, and
that theyre delivering
it today. I told him we’d
look at arranging trans-
portation, delivery, et
cetera, and he said, ‘Oh,
no, we’ll do all that. I
came away from that
conversation really im-
pressed.”

Hunt, a lifelong
Dorchester resident,
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added that he was fur-
ther impressed after
personally testing out
the booth in Codman
Square last Monday.

“It has an excellent
intercom system that
allows the health care
providertocommunicate
with the patient safely,
and it’s very clear and
understandable; I could
hearpeopletalkinginthe
parkinglot 15feet away.”

Testing boothslike the
ones created by Trigger
House are quickly be-
coming commonplace; a
similar model dubbed the
“Hexapod”is currentlyin
use at Mass General and
Brigham and Women’s
testing centers, and
Hunt says other compa-
nies around the country
are looking into pur-
chasing and developing
models of their own. He
sees the Walk Up Docs
and otherunitsbecoming
standard at health cen-
ters and hospitals as the
healthcare world adjusts
to the long-term reality
of the pandemic era.

“This ‘new normal’
is going to have us do-
ing testing for a long
time; testing and retest-
ing,” said Hunt. “We
may end up formulat-
ing partnerships with
small businesses to have
people with symptoms
tested and people with-
out symptoms on the
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Dr. Stephen Tringale performing atest on a patient
in the Walk Up Doc outside of Codman Square
Health Center.

front lines tested and
retested...I don’t think
we’re back to normal in
three months, so I could
see uses of the booths
being multifaceted in the
long run for other types
of treatment.”

Huntnoted that dueto
the size of the booths, he
wasn’t sureifthey would
be “a right fit” for all
health centers. Most cur-
rently in use are located
in outside tented loca-
tions, like at Codman,
or in designated spaces
inside some of the more
spacious centers.

However, Hunt said,
Mass League is consid-
ering purchasing more
booths from Trigger
House and developing
that relationship in the
future. Ballparked at
around $5,000 each, the
units are being made
available for “by far the
lowest price on the mar-
ket,” he added.

“My sense is that big
companies that want to
protect employees and
big insurers who want
to lower the total cost of
care are going to have
real interest in devices
like this, and that even-
tually they’ll be looked
at for commercial use,
as well.”

The immediate im-
pact at Codman Square
Health Centeris already
being felt, noted Hunt,
who suggested that the
technology could help
boost testingnumbersin
vulnerable communities
like Dorchester.

“We worry about the
equity equation a lot
at The League, and in
communities of color,
communities where lan-
guages other than Eng-
lish are spoken, and
communities where fear
haspeoplenot wantingto
gotohospitals, this could
make a real impact.”

The Team at Mattapan Community Health Center is committed

to keeping our patients, community and staff
safe and healthy during these most challenging times.

We Care for the Whole You

Primary Care - Telehealth Visits

Behavioral Health — Telehealth Visits
Dental — Emergency Visits

Please call 617-296-0061 before coming to the health center
or if you have any questions.

We remain open with reduced hours:
Monday- Thursday
Friday
Saturday

It is during these challenging times that we come together.

-_— =

9:00am —
8:30am —

Closed

6:00pm
5:00pm

MATTAPAN COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
1575 Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan, MA 02126
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e’ve never accepted the idea of ordinary.
We’'ve always chosen our own path.
We support each other through challenging times.

When life is hard, we work harder.

Life is a little different lately.
We’'re choosing to shine light on our strengths.

Overcoming challenges by staying focused on
our goals and dreams.

We're doubling down on our future.

Helping to guide our neighbors and inspire each other.

Bringing our communities to safe harbor.

We are Beacons.

UMASS
BOSTON

umb.edu/beacons

20.528sw
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COVID-19
TESTING

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER
IS OFFERING COVID-19 TESTING
FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS

WHO HAVE FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS

HOURS:
Mon.—Fri. 9am-5pm
Sat. 9am-3pm

CALL AHEAD AT

(617) 822-8271

BEFORE COMING TO
THE HEALTH CENTER

Pl

Codman Square Health Center

&
&

'

&

637 Washington Street, Dorchester, MA 02124 | 617-822-8271 | codman.org

Contact tracers can
close the gap on uninsured

By Senator Nick Collins

2019 study by the Blue Cross Blue
AShield of Massachusetts Founda-
tion identified that over 25,000
Bostonians and over 200,000 Massachusetts
residents did not have health insurance. This
o, was despite the 2006
universal health care
law that was passed
in Massachusetts
making health care
aright statewide and
the 2009 affordable
careact that brought
universal health care
access nationwide.
What was incredibly important as part of
these laws were provisions that dropped the
most significant barrier to accessing health
care- pre-existing conditions. Prior to these
laws, health insurance companies could deny
coverage to someone based on a pre-existing
condition like chronic illnesses such as
asthma, diabetes, hypertension, and obesity.
With higher rates of asthma and diabetes
prevalent in communities of color, and the
denial of those with preexisting conditions,
access to health insurance was yet another
barrier for communities of color. Think of
health care redlining.

Despite these transformative laws being
passed by the Romney and Obama Admin-
istrations, respectively, lack of access and
mistrust in the system still persist. However
this crisis presents us with an opportunity
to remove mistrust, and bring families and
individuals into the healthcare system by
getting them insured while they’re receiving
COVID-19 testing.

The City of Boston’s Food Access program
has delivered food and meals to over 25,000
families weekly since the state of emergency
began in early March. With correlation be-
tween food insecurity, poverty,and chronicill-
ness. Data suggests correlation between these
familiesand the 25,000 uninsured population
in Boston. This makes closing the gap on the

uninsured even more critical as these fami-
lies are more susceptible to contracting the
coronavirus and with the presence of chronic
illness more vulnerable to worst outcomes.

Since the city of Boston’s Resiliency Fund
has helped increase Covid-19 testing at com-
munity health centers across Boston, more
accessing to testing is available. In addition,
in partnership with the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, Partners in Health is leading
a groundbreaking contact tracing initiative,
with over 1,000 tracers who will follow up with
patients who have tested positive with the goal
of containing the virus. It is unprecedented.
But in order to go a step even further, the
Department of Public Health should autho-
rize contact tracers to sign up the uninsured
through MassHealth.

For the uninsured, like many of the pa-
tientsbeing offered testing at Codman Square
and Whittier Street Community Health Cen-
ters, and hopefully more broadly if the state
adopts our call to allow the Massachusetts
National Guard to blanket test senior, low
income and public housing, taking the step to
enroll into health insurance plan will change
theirinteraction with healthcare for the better.

While dedicating our efforts to address
this historic crisis, there is an opportunity to
address other systemic issues like healthcare
reform - by scaling up the system to cover
everyone, cutting wasteful spending, manag-
ing chronic illness and shifting the focus to
preventive care, which will improve future
outcomes and ultimately lead to higher life
expectancy. A reinvigorated commitment to
expanding access to health insurance hope-
fully will prevent the disparities we are seeing
play out the next time our society is faced
with a public health crisis of epic proportion.

State Senator Nick Collins represents the
First Suffolk District which includes Dorchester,
Mattapan, Hyde Park and South Boston. He
is Also the Vice Chair of Public Health in the
Massachusetts Legislature.

CONGRATULATIONS
Class of 2020
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BPS seniors surprised with full, four-year scholarships

By Katie TrR0oJANO
REPORTER STAFF

Two Boston Public
School seniors who are
activeinthe Scholar Ath-
letes program were sur-
prised with full four-year
college scholarships last
week. Ainsley Pefia, a
student at English High
School in Jamaica Plain
was awarded a scholar-
ship to Curry College;
and Janelys Delvalle,
Snowden International
High School senior, re-
ceived a scholarship to
Regis College.

Scholar Athletes, a
non-profit launched by
Suffolk’s John Fish, sup-
ports academic achieve-
ment through athletics
and college and work-
force preparation. The
program will pay the full
four-year tuition cost for
both students.

Pena earned a 3.02
cumulative GPA and
played multiple sports
at English High and was
the only female to play
on the football team.
Delvalle earned a 3.6
cumulative GPA while
playing varsity basket-
ball and interning at a
hospital. Both applied
for the scholarships and
were recommended by
Scholar Athletes based
on academic perfor-
mance, participation,
and financial need.

Theylearned the news
last Tuesday during a
Zoom call with Fish and
Scholar Athletesinterim
director Cara Gould.

“Leave your video on,
and go ahead outside
for a surprise,” Gould
told Pefia, who lives in
Roxbury. Once outside,
a drone approached her
house from above, lower-
ing a Curry College back-
pack. When she opened

Above: Ainsley Peiia, a
student at English High
School, learned about
her full scholarship
to Curry College from
Scholar Athletes last
week via drone. Right:
Janelys Delvalle

the backpack, she found
a letter detailing her
four-year scholarship to
Curry College.

“Ainsley, I just want
to congratulate you,”
John Fish said. “When I
think about the Ameri-
can dream, I think about
people really believing
in themselves and hav-
ing an opportunity, and
you’ve taken full advan-
tage of that opportunity.
You should be very well
congratulated. As an ex-
football player, I really
admired it when I heard
you were playing football
for English.”

Caitlin Murphy, a
Dorchester resident and
headmaster at English
High School, called Ains-
ley “an absolutely incred-
ible young woman.”

“When she approached
me last year about go-

ing out for the football
team — to be the first
female football player
that we’ve ever had at
English High School—
we knew that she would
be not only accepted by
her teammates but also
celebrated because she
gives 100 percent of
herself at all times. She
inspires all of us.”

“To everybody in the
Scholar Athletes foun-
dation, you should be
so proud of yourselves.
Thank you for what you
do,” said Ken Quigley,
president of Curry Col-
lege, who was also part
of the presentation.

“Most importantly,
Ainsley, thank you for
who you’re going to

become, what you’ll do
on our campus and the
impact that youll make.”

Pefia was shocked
by the surprise — and
a drive-by parade that
followed it.

“I don’t know how you
all did it,” she said. “This
was a great set-up and a
great surprise because
I was never going to
know,” she said. “I'm
speechless, I'm excited.
This was definitely my
number one choice school
to go to. I really appreci-
ate and value this, and
I'm never going to forget
it.”

She added: “Thank
you, this is going to be
so much fun, and I can’t
wait to get on campus.”

A few hours later, the
Scholar Athletes team
readied themselves for
another surprise virtual
scholarship announce-
ment. Janelys Delvalle
was waiting for what she
thought would be an ad-
missions interview with
Laura Bertonazzi, dean
ofundergraduate enroll-
ment and retention at
Regis College.

“We are so impressed
by your academic
achievement and your
passion aboutimproving
the world. We believe
that you are exactly who
the world needs now
more than ever,” said
Bertonazzi. “On behalf
of President [Antoinette]
Toni Hayes and the en-
tire Regis College com-
munity we are proud to
award you with the 2020
Regis College Scholar
Athletes Scholarship.”

Added Bertonazzi:
“There is no doubt in
my mind that you are
going to become a doctor
but that you are going
to make this world such

an amazing place. You
are going to help those
who need your level of
expertise the most.”

GeneRoundtree, head-
master at Snowden, said
keeping the surprise un-
der wraps was difficult,
but worth it.

“We've been keeping
this secret for a couple
of weeks. I was so ex-
cited when I heard you’d
been selected for this
honor,” said Roundtree,
“Because it’s been such
a great honor to be your
headmaster and to see
your growth and develop-
ment through academ-
ics, sports, and more.”

Linda Dorcena Forry,
a vice-president at Suf-
folk and board member
of Scholar Athletes, also
joined in to congratulate

Delvalle.

“Look at all the amaz-
ing teachers and sup-
port that you have at
Snowden. It’s incred-
ible,” said Forry. “We
hope that you come
back and speak to the
students at Snowden and
elevate them with the
supportand courage that
you’ve had to get through
to your senior year. The
whole Scholar Athletes
team is so proud of you.”

Looking happy,
shocked, and humbled,
Delvalle gave thanks to
her support system at
Snowden and Scholar
Athletes saying: “Thank
you to the whole com-
munity and my teachers
at Snowden, you really
helped me a lot.”

I it e

Dorchester’s Marquis Roderique, a sophomore
at Anna Maria College, was named Most Valu-
able Player for his performance and leadership
on the school’s football team last year.

John Danforth/

Maria Cummins House

The Rev. John Danforth
House, built in 1712, was
located on Bowdoin Street at
the site now occupied by the
St. Peter’s parochial school
building.

The Rev. John Danforth
(1660-1730) graduated from
Harvard College in 1677 and
was ordained as minister of
the First Church in Dorches-
ter in 1681. He served 48
years, the longest tenure in
the history of the Church, but
asonelocal observer has sug-
gested, “in all this time noth-
ing of consequence occurred.”
In1712hegaveuphisright to
livein the ministry house and
built the house on Bowdoin
Street, and lived there until
his death in 1730.

In 1732 the house was con-
verted to use as the Turk’s
Head Tavern. Stagecoaches
from Boston and Roxbury
stopped there. The coaches
would stop again at Robin-
son’s Tavern on Washington

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
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Street before continuing
along to the bridge at Lower
Mills and on toward Plym-
outh.

In the 19th century the
building was again a private
home, and Judge David Cum-
mins, who sat in the Court
of Common Pleas in Norfolk
County, and his daughter,
Maria Cummins, lived here.

Born in Salem in 1827 to a
family of some social standing
and relative affluence, Maria
Susanna Cummins moved,
while still quite young, with
her family to Dorchester, at

that time still a rural sub-
urb separate from Boston.
Her mother was the judge’s
third wife. He already had
four children prior to this
marriage, and three more
followed Maria, making eight
children in the family.
Maria attended Mrs.
Charles Sedgwick’s Young
Ladies’ School in Lenox,
Massachusetts. Later, in
1854 when she was 27, she
published “The Lamplighter,”
which sold 40,000 copies in
the first month and 100,000
by the end of a year. It is

the story, as described in
the Dictionary of American
Biography, of a child lost in
infancy, rescued from a cruel
woman by an old lamplighter,
adopted by a blind woman,
and later discovered by her
well-to-do father. It tells a
woman’s story: a young girl,
without financial resources
or family support, must find
herown way. The plot focuses
on the development and use
of the main character’s own
talents, and the book is in-
tended in this manner to be
useful and instructive. The
characters in the book are
mainly people from the coun-
try who have come to Boston
from small towns and farms
of New England, a trend re-
flective of society at the time.

Maria became seriously ill
ten years later and died in
1866 of abdominal disease.
She wrote three other books:
“Mabel Vaughan” (1857), “El
Fureidis”(1860) and “Haunt-
ed Hearts” (1864). None of
them achieved great success.

L XX ]

Editor’s Note: The
Dorchester Historical Soci-
ety has a collection of bricks
collected by Edward Hue-
bener at the end of the 19th
century. Huebener was a
board member of the Society.
The bricks have portraits of
Dorchester buildings, and
the story is that each brick
came from the building
whose portrait it carries.

Thearchiveof these histori-
cal posts can be viewed on the
blog at dorchesterhistorical-
society.org. The Dorchester
Historical Society’s historic
houses are open on differ-
ent dates. The Lemuel Clap
House (1712 and remodeled
1765) at 199 Boston Street is
open on the third Saturday
of each month. The James
Blake House, 735 Columbia
Road (1661) and the Wil-
liam Clap House, 195 Boston
Street (1806) are open on the
third Sunday of each month.
Open hours are 11 a.m. to
4 p.m.
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To church or not?
A mix of choices

The first phase of Gov. Charlie Baker’s statewide
reopening protocols allows for houses of worship to
open right away.But in Boston, that doesn’t mean
that churches are ready— or willing— to swing open
their doors. At least, not yet.

None of the Dorchester or Mattapan Catholic
churches will open for Mass until Sat., May 30. “No
one is prepared for this weekend,” said Fr. Jack
Ahern of St. Gregory’s parish.

Deep cleaning the churches and implementing
specific guidelines laid out by the archdiocese on
Monday will require more planning, Ahern said.
Also, there is concern that if one or two of the
neighborhood’s Catholic churches were to open
ahead of the others, it could lead to overcrowding.
The governor’s order issued on Monday allows for
only a 40 percent capacity.

At St. Brendan, the first Mass will be at 4 p.m. on
May 30. At St. Ann, the first liturgy will be at 10:30
the next morning. In a letter to parishioners, the
pastoral team asked for volunteers to help.

“Without enough volunteerstohelp ateachliturgy
with welcoming and cleaning after each Mass, we
can’t have Mass. This is a time to step up and help
everyone,” the team wrote.

Everyone, of course, will have to wear a mask.
There will be no singing. Families can sit together,
but parishioners are asked to “use the front seats
first and fully, so we minimize the cleaning after
Mass,” the team said, adding, “Communion will be
unique and safe for all. Baskets at the entrance will
be for your offertory. No collections will take place.”

Other congregations in the neighborhood are
approaching the notion of re-opening with even
more caution.

Bishop John Borders at Morningstar Baptist
Church on Blue Hill Avenue, thinks it may be two
to four weeks before the church is prepared to open
its sanctuary. They will continue to worship online
until then. Funerals, he thinks, will begin sooner.

“I plan on approaching this very thoroughly and
gradually, because if we open up and one person is
affected, I'm going to be devastated,” Borders said.

When regular services do resume, Borders has
already decided to “recreate” the liturgical calendar
that was missed in March, April and May— includ-
ing Palm Sunday and Easter.

Rev. Terry Sweetser, interim minister at First
Parish Dorchester on Meetinghouse Hill, said the
parish intends to continue online worship this
Sunday at 11 a.m. He referenced a comment from
his colleague, Rev. Eric Cherry, saying he “speaks
for me and many Unitarian Universalists” when he
called the new Massachusetts guidelines for worship
in congregations “perilous.”

“Though gathering physicallyis so very tempting,
this won’t be like returning to what we all miss so
much. And itis undoubtedly and unnecessarily dan-
gerous to self, family, and neighbor,” said Cherry.

This position is most in harmony with that of your
mayor. Boston is the third most densely populated
major city in the US, Marty Walsh noted in a cau-
tionary press conference on Tuesday. “So, we have
unique concerns and situations that affect how we
prepare and what we prepare for,” he said.

And for his part, he advised senior citizens not to
attend church services in person — not yet. “I know
that for many of you, your place of worship is the
heart of your community, and you are missing it,”
he said. “I want you to hold off going back to your
services at this point.”

To pastors and other faith leaders, Walsh said:
“I encourage you to take every precaution. If you
have any doubts about the ability to re-open and
maintain strict guidelines, I urge you not to.”

It’s sound advice.

-Bill Forry
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Confronting the other epidemic:
Violence on the streets of our city

By REp. Liz MiraNDA AND TiNA CHERY

Today, our community is gripped by the national
emergency of COVID-19. There is no one the virus
will not affect. Even those who are less likely to
become ill are facing job loss, decreased access to
basic life necessities, or the mental struggle of
social isolation. The long-lasting trauma from this
crisis may be immeasurable.

If these words sound familiar, it’s because they
should. We use some of these same phrases to
describe the grief and trauma left behind in the
wake of another national emergency: epidemic
levels of violence in our neighborhoods.

Younever truly get overthe sudden, violent death
of someone you love. The grief ebbs and flows, but
at its best, that grief becomes a driver for good
during a time when everything feels awful. That
motivation — that channeling of grief — is at the
very heart of the Louis D. Brown Peace Institute.
It drives ustoday as Survivors of Homicide Victims
ourselves.

I, Liz, ran for state representative of the Fifth
Suffolk district because of the murder of my young-
est brother Michael, who was a random victim
of violence in Boston’s club district. I became a
community activist, determined to make sure that
everyone knew that one loss is too many.

I, Tina, started the Peace Institute in 1993
after the murder of my 15-year-old son Louis,
who got caught in crossfire on his way to a Teens
Against Gang Violence meeting. We know this
fight requires us to call out violence for what it is,
a cyclical injustice and symptom of generational
trauma, inequity, and poverty. We know the voices
of victims deserve to be amplified.

A trademark of the work at the Peace Institute
is the training provided, focused on creating a co-
ordinated, consistent, and compassionate response
in the aftermath of a homicide. Every agency in
response — law enforcement and beyond — should
be collaborating to ensure equitable and effective
protocols. We must strengthen our survivors’
network and victim compensation, and foster
cultural competence to help a diverse population,
particularly in Boston.

The Peace Institute and the Legislature have
worked toreach these goals together. We are grate-
ful for the ongoing support from ourlegislators who

have shown the same passion for the work that
we do in the name of our lost loved ones. Locally,
the City of Boston is recognized for its innovative
approach, developing a survivor-centered protocol
based on best practices.

Over the last 25 years, the Peace Institute has
become a changemaker in Boston, starting with
the recognition of Survivors of Homicide Victims
Awareness Month (observed in Massachusetts
from Nov. 20 to Dec. 20). We have provided grants
for memorials for homicide victims, instituted a
complete protocol with the City of Boston, and
provided resources and support for families of
victims that grow stronger in impact each year.
This work locally has become a national model for
other communities, which the Peace Institute will
reach through our strategic growth plan to expand
our programs and services nationwide.

The Peace Institute is a pioneer to the City of
Boston through the many partnerships it holds
with the Boston Police Department, Boston trauma
hospitals, Neighborhood Trauma Team Network,
and more. Our mission extends beyond Boston.
We've worked and are continuing to work with
providers and institutional stakeholders across
the state to develop their own coordinated and
consistent response to homicide.

Few can comprehend the aftermath of murder:
the confusion, the anger, the deep sadness. The
grief we feel drives us to make change.

Just 20 years ago, it was not unusual on the day
their loved one was murdered for family members
to walk out of a hospital with no resources or sup-
port system. Gun violence remains as prevalent
today, growing to epidemic levels in the wake of
mass shootings and gunfire in our own neighbor-
hoods. But our response has evolved, bolstered
by a new sense of humanity and compassion.
Together, we seek to create a national movement
of waging peace - a solution we can reach for the
other epidemic we already face.

Elizabeth “Liz” Mirandais the state representative
for the Fifth Suffolk District. Her brother, Michael
A. Miranda, was killedin 2017. Clementina “Tina”
Chéry is the president and CEO of the Louis D.
Brown Peace Institute. Her son, Louis D. Brown,
was killed in 1993.

A prescription for a faster, fairer recovery

By SEN. Sonia CHaNG-Diaz

On the night of May 1, reports emerged from
the Bristol County jail that an incident involving
coronavirus testinghad turned violent. Guards had
used pepper spray and K9 dogs against detainees
in ICE custody, three of whom ended up in the
hospital. Meanwhile, the sheriff’s office said it was
detainees who attacked guards first and destroyed
propertyin the unit. The following morning, I drove
the hour from Boston to Bristol, determined to do
my job as a state legislator and investigate. My
goal was to talk with staff and detainees about
what had happened.

I didn’t get any farther than the parking lot.
There, I was turned away, even though Massa-
chusetts law empowers legislators to enter the
state’s correctional facilities at any time to provide
exactly this type of oversight. Nor was I the only
one kept out; lawyers and family members said
that in the wake of the incident, they were un-
able to reach their clients and loved ones. Their
outpouring of concern, and the three independent
investigations that have since been opened, have
kept the spotlight on the Bristol County jail. But
inside, detainees’ health and safety are still at
risk. Twenty-six of those involved in the incident
have since been placed in solitary confinement.
Last week, a federal judge ruled that the sheriff
has been deliberately reckless with the health of
ICE detainees throughout the coronavirus crisis.
That Saturday morning, I drove down to Bristol
County for one simple reason: The people inside
were intensely vulnerable. Two weeks later, that
hasn’t changed.

But it’s not just immigrants in ICE custody, or
the disproportionately black and brown popula-
tion in Massachusetts prisons and jails who are
shouldering risks that are far too high.

Chelsea, a city with a 45 percent immigrant
population, has become the epicenter of the CO-
VID-19 outbreak in Massachusetts. The virus has
spread rapidly there; infection rates are nearly six
times higher than the state’s average. Language
barriers, high levels of air pollution, and significant
numbers of essential workers who don’t have the
option to stay home have combined to make the
disease even more dangerous than elsewhere.

In Dorchester, similar factors are in play, giving
the neighborhood one of the highest infection rates
in Boston. Around onein three Dorchesterresidents
are immigrants and 45 percent of the populationis
black. Many residents work low-wage essential jobs
that can’t be done from home. Dorchester also has
the highest asthma rate in Boston; the underlying
condition increases the risk that the virus will be
fatal. This combination of health, environmental,
and economic vulnerabilities is foisting dispropor-
tionate loss onto black and brown communities—
immigrant and non-immigrant—alike.

It’s a daunting picture, and a deeply unjust one.
But it’s not one we have to accept, either. There’s
a lot we can do right now to make sure that black,
brown, and immigrant communities in Bristol, in
Chelsea, right here in Dorchester, and throughout
Massachusetts are safer and healthier, with the
resources they need to care for themselves and
their families.

We can pass a strong and substantial safety net
by expanding benefits for housing and cash as-
sistance and increasing funding for Lifeline—the
program that provides free or low-cost data and
phone service. We can institute state-level stimulus
checks to get cash directly into the hands of those
who need it most. We can release people who pose
little to no threat to public safety from our jails
and prisons. We can pass meaningful environmen-
tal justice legislation to clean up the toxic air in
communities like Dorchester and Chelsea, where
decades of accumulated air pollution are now linked
to a higher risk of dying from COVID-19. And we
can make drivers licenses available to all qualified
state residents, regardless of immigrant status, so
residents who have access to a car can get to and
from their front-line service jobs, the doctor, and
the grocery store without having to fear infection
on public transit.

If we do these things—if we act swiftly and de-
liberately to tackle COVID-19 health disparities at
their source —we will enable low-income families
to be agents of solution in this crisis, rather than
victims. And that, in turn, means a faster track
to recovery for everyone.

Sonia Chang-Diaz represents the Second Suffolk
District in the state Senate.
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(Continued from page 1)
decreaseboth deaths and
economic harm.”

Then, on Saturday, an
opinion piece offered to
the Globe by two men who
have been advising the
governor on reopening
strategies, Christopher
Anderson, president of
the Massachusetts High
Technology Council, and
Steve Pagliuca, co-chair-
man of Bain Capital and
co-owner of the Boston
Celtics, spoke of the
“difficult decisions” that
will need to be made to
reopen the economy, by
“doling] what’s doable
and temper expectations
on testing and vaccine
development,” and that
“current testing options
are severely constrained,
and the cost of deploying
them at scale is prohibi-
tive.”

For the past month,
we've heard that mas-
sive testing is the only
way out of a continuous
cycle of caseload spikes
followed by crackdowns.
Countries that have put
a lid on COVID-19 have
done this. The effect is to
allow residents ofall ages
in those countries to feel
safe enough to re-engage
with society.

But I guess our “grow-
ing number of scientists,
economists, and business
leaders” have come tothe
conclusion that massive
testing isn’t possible
to do in Massachusetts
at this time. We need
6-to-7 times the number
of daily tests that we're
currently doing to get
to the minimum neces-
sary for residents not to
be driving blind. What
happened to large-scale
testing?

Here are the problems
with reopening the state
without massive, accu-
rate testing:

e Studies indicate that
as many as 25 percent of
those with the virus are
asymptomatic. We're all
at risk because a huge
number of people who
are carriers of the virus
do not know it.

e We are nowhere near
so-called herd immunity.
An MGH/Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission
study suggests that 90
percent of Bostonians
have not been exposed to
the virus, and scientists
believe that 50 percent
to 70 percent exposure
is necessary for herd im-
munity.

e We are still in the
dark about the different
manifestations of the
coronavirus. People who
did not have fevers and
coughs were routinely
prevented from being
tested in March and
April, but now we know
thatthere are many other
symptoms that indicate
an infection, including
loss of taste and smell,
skin inflammations, and
lower GI issues.

e We don’t have medi-
cal treatments that have
been proven to work.

e Although there are
hundreds of efforts to cre-
ateavaccine,itisunclear
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whether there will be a
vaccine in the next year,
or ever, for that matter.

The governorhas decid-
ed to reopen the economy
in phases, with no uni-
versal testing, which he
says is “constrained and
cost prohibitive.” The
plan is to test those with
symptoms, those who
havebeen in contact with
people whohave the virus
but don’thave symptoms,
those who work in fields
that are in contact with
people with COVID-19,
and those in vulnerable
populations.

While this is certainly
a smarter way to restart
the economy than the

“justreopen and see what
happens” decisions by a
number of governors, for
those in risk categories
(peopleofcolor, those over
60, those who areimmune
compromised), partici-
pating in the reopening
will be a bit like stepping
out into the square to see
if the sniper is still in the
nearby tower.

Which explains the rec-
ommendation by the MIT
scientists to continue the
stay-at-home/lockdown
for seniors. Keep us in
our houses and we won’t
get the virus, and that
will keep the death rate
down. So much for our
“golden years.”

The Dorchester Historical
Society’s historic houses
are closed at this time due
COVID-19 corona

to the
virus.

We will announce when the
houses will be once again
open to the public.

For now our programs have
been suspended.

William Clapp House, 195 Boston Street
Lemuel Clap House, 199 Boston Street
James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org

THE REPORTER
Keeping seniors locked down? Is that the best we can do?

We know that we'’re
likely to see more out-
breaks of the virus, and
we are fearful that the
fall will be worse than
this spring. South Korea,
which had clamped a lid
on the virus due to mas-
sive testing and contact
tracing, told its people
to go out and socialize.
Four days later, Seoul
shut down many of its
socializing places after a
new surge, and the coun-
try retrenched to a more
gradual reopening.

The over-65 population

makes up a sizable part
ofthe American populace
— some 40 million, and
millions of them are still
in the workforce. Can
the economy successfully
reopen with many ofthose
40 million people missing
from the effort?

We seniors may be
declining, but to insinu-
ate that we need to be
segregated from the rest
of society or we will go
gentle into that good
nightisunwarranted and
unnecessary.

Our federal govern-
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ment found a trillion dol-
lars to make rich people
even richer via tax cuts,
and hundreds of billions
to bail out corporations
harmed by the pandemic.

How about funding to
create a coronavirus test
that works, daily testing
of those who are out in
public, and a quarantin-
ing and contact tracing
system so that all Ameri-
cans, including seniors,
are able to be safe enough
to continue to be part of
our society.

ey e
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Now Offering Telehealth Services

Elliott Physical Therapy is owned by a Milton family with
over 25 years of physical therapy experience.
We provide orthopedic physical therapy
by licensed physical therapists to children, teens and adults.
To schedule an appointment please call 617-696-8141!
Worried about a nagging injury? Call for free injury screen today.

elliott

PHYSICAL THERAPY

)

475 Adams Street
480 Adams Street
Milton, MA 02186

617-696-8141
Fax: 617-322-1079

www.elliottphysicaltherapy.com

Take Advantage of Today’s
Low Mortgage Rates.

With a variety of rates, terms and
down payment options, Bank of
Canton can meet the financing
(and refinancing) needs of first-
time homebuyers and longtime
homeowners alike.

Call 888-828-1690 today, while
rates are still extremely low, and
discover what Bank of Canton can

do for you.

NMLS #408169.

BANIKorCANTON

888.828.1690
www.ibankcanton.com
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ROXBURY COMMUNITY COLLEGE CLASS OF 2020

Ede Jackie Amadin
Health Careers

Bilen Kebede Adamu
Health Careers

Fisayo Favour Akinpitan
Health Careers
Rita Amoh Ako
Health Careers
Kamala Areesamarn
wea/th Careers
amiliah Ballkishun

Business Administration
Marc Landon Banks
Physical Science

ebrena Kazani Barrett
Health Careers
Samantha Rose Bergeron
Health Careers =
Guy Bertrand
Health Careers
Camita Boucicaut
Health Careers

aith Angella Boyd-Mutinga
Biological Science
Liliane Bresilla
Health Careers
Darryl Lee Brown
Social Science
Mona Brutus
Health Careers
Lisa M Burton
Business Administration
Christina Cadet
Health Careers
Haracy Barros Cardosa
Health Careers
Taylor-Marie M. Carr
Biological Science
Shakeitha L. Clarke
Health Careers
Solomon Nze Clarke
Social Science

Vanessa Cooper
Health Careers

Desirae Dancy
Health Careers

Jeanna Marie Difazio
Health Careers

Glendalis Dominquez
Health Careers

Carmen Gherghina Dumitru
Liberal Arts

Thalina F Echeverria-Martinez
Social Science

Aviania Tyese Edwards
Business Administration

Kingsley Egbujie
Health Careers

Patrick Elvariste
Business Administration

Karina England-Que
Business Administration

Faldora Faldor
Liberal Arts

Hajmeena Feroz
Business Administration

Francisca Figueroa
Health Careers

Stephanie Florant
Health Careers

Rajdel Claude Francois
Health Careers

Jennifer Garcia
Health Careers

Guyano Gaston
Liberal Arts

Konstantina Georgiopoulos
Health Careers

Tijuana Green
Health Careers

Shanntone T Green
Social Science

Michael Stephen Gregorka
Biological Science

Kimberly Guerrero 4
Bus/nesidm/n/strat/on

Shewit uesh
Biologi€al Science

AY.

Feven Afera Adhana
Biotechnology

Praise David Aiya
Nursing

Omotoyosi R. Ajanaku
Nursing

Hetsron Nepheg Alexandre
Criminal Justice

Sylvia Alexis
Early Childhood Education

Brittany M Appleberry
Accounting

Nelson David Arias
Radiologic Technology

Jennifer Augustin
Early Childhood Education

Patricia Baker
Early Childhood Education

Bria Baker
Accounting

Aicha Baki
Nursing

Princess Baptiste-Maloney
Criminal Justice

Stephanie Barreau
Business Management

Soraya Kimberly Beaubrun
Nursing

Heika Lynn Bergmann
Nursing

Kiana Marie Bishop-Londy
Business Management

Suzanne Bordenave
Nursing

Kimberly A. Bradshaw
Early Childhood Education

eaundra Broglin
rly Childhood Education

yley Esther Calderon
riminal Justice

ohn Casilla Peguero
Information System Tech aqy

Daryl Dauphin

Information System Technology
Olimpia F DeAndrade

Nursing -
Jimmy Dorielan

Engineering

Shataura Jeanine Driver
Early Childhood Education

Kammica Leonora Ellison
Criminal Justice

Clive Morace Emmanuel
Accounting

Yoelkin Fabian Pimentel
Information System Technology

Nicole Marie Florence
Criminal Justice

Angelica Faviola Flores
Criminal Justice

Catherine Ambo Fomuki
Nursing

Tatyana Foote

Criminal Justice

Chanel Frammartino
Nursing

Sarah Lynn Hanson
Nursing

Lanisha Kenyetta Harrison
Nursing

Kimberly Natasha Headley-

Jeffrey
Criminal Justice

Rhyheemma Burns
Licensed Practical Nursing

John Casilla Peguero
nformation System Technology

Mercy Ukhah Enyong
Licensed Practical Nursing

Audilia R. Fernandes-Depina
Licensed Practical Nursing

Pascale Guillaume
Biological Science
A ELENGE

Liberal Arts

Lleyan Hashim
Biological Science
Latina V. Holloman
Social Science

Anthony A Isehenrien
Health Careers

Sandra E Isokpenhi
Health Careers

Carlos Jaramillo
Biological Science

Ketty Hector Jn Charles
Health Careers

e Darese Jones
logical Science

aquille Joseph
alth Careers

arie R Joseph
ealth Careers

Kelsey Juarbe
Health Careers
Nikita Julien
Social Science
MoAnn Kamara
Health Careers

Bernard Francis Kelley
Health Careers

Wanna Leconte
Health Careers

Marie Leyisne
Biological Science
Jaysa Malone

Social Science

Sarah Fina de Rodriguez Mardy
Health Careers

Joann Danielle Martin
Health Careers
Deborah Martinez
Health Careers

Tasha T Hope

Nursing

Minouche Jacques
Nursing

Magdala M Jeannite
Nursing

Samuel Barber Kanu
Nursing

Claire Majorie LaBeach
Nursing

Jaceli Lara Baez

Nursing

Sokvana Lee

Early Childhood Education
Kacey Marie Linehan
Nursing

Robert G. Linton
Information System Technology
Grace Lynn Lopez
Radiologieslechnology
Cheyla Martinez

Early Childhood Education
Breyanna Pauletta
MartinRobinson

Early Childhood Education
Sladhy M Mazara Nova
Early Childhood Education
Samantha Nwamaka Mbawuike
IS gle]

Chani Tatiana Middleton-Rowe
Criminal Justice

Marie Danielle Monestime
Nursing

Jocelyn Morris

Criminal Justice

Evelyn Mukiibi
Nursing

Michael R. Joseph
Accounting Certificate

Valentine Wanjama
Licensed Practical Nursing

Victorine Florence Mballa-
Ngono

Health Careers
Cameron McCormick
Liberal Arts

Adria J Mcfarlane
Health Careers

Benita Chiamaka Mmaju
Uwaoma

Health Careers S8
Ammalla Mooris-Bey
Health Careers

Natasha A. Morales
Biological Science
Jocelyn Morris

Liberal Arts

Jamaal Morris-Adams
Business Administration
Mohamad Mtet
Biological Science

Ahmad NurAldeen Mtet
Business Administration
Arun Murali

Health Careers
Nekaybaw Ahti Nelson
Business Administration

amar Noble
eral Arts

Wne Olumese
ealth Careers

Nwamaka Marie Onyeocha
Health Careers

Albena Valentinova Orlova
Health Careers

Taiwo A. Owoyemi

Health Careers

Monique Flora Phillip
Health Careers

Candi M. Pilet
Health Careers

Cruz Jamill Pizarro
Health Careers
Will-Angee Raymond
Health Careers

Thomas Redwood
Business Administration
Desmond Roy Reid
Health Careers

Jacquline S Reynolds
Health Careers

Ashley Evens Saint Hilaire
Liberal Arts

Lucie Sanon
Health Careers
Milan B Saunders
Health Careers
Raquel L. Silveira
Health Careers
Jackerson St Jean
Liberal Arts
Patricia Stephens
Business Administration
Melanie Tavares-Rodrigues
Business Administration

Reuel Teesdale

Mathematics

Dion Sharon Teesdale

Health Careers

Cristhy Yosandry Tejada
Business Administration
Christina A Thompson

Health Careers

Yessenia lvone Toro

Business Administration
Aracelis Lynette Trinidad
Health Careers

Manephon J. Vannasy-Daolusay
Health Careers

Hamilton Varela

Social Science

Melvyn Xavier Walker
Broadcast Media Technology
Tyler E Washington

Health Careers

Vera D Zavier
Social Science

Fatimah Amelia Mulrain
Nursing

Joshua Napier
Biotechnology

Yarimar Navarro
Radliologic Technology

Kala Nguyen
Nursing

Joshua Terrance Oquendo
Information System Technology
Diya Ortega

Criminal Justice

Joao Manuel Pereira
Criminal Justice

Liliana H Perez

Nursing

Laura Marie Perez
Information System Technology
Ashley Mone’t Pope

Early Childhood Education
Martin Ramos

Early Childhood Education
Annemerline Ravix
Nursing

Francelina Resende
Nursing

Stephanie Resende

WS lel

Nicole Rivera

Early Childhood Education
Colin Ruggiero

Nursing

Nato Rusia

Nursing

Lauren E Rutkauskas
Nursing

Mia Lamonte Sanders
Criminal Justice

Christine L Silva
Biotechnology

Tanisha Smith

Criminal Justice

Robin ElizabethChaulk Smith
Nursing

Yashene Souroy
Nursing

Rhode St. Georges
Radiologic Technology
Amanda Brooke Steinfeld
Nursing

Sandi Sullivan
Radiologic Technology
Hayley Sweeney
Nursing

Kiona Thomas

Criminal Justice
Kimberly Thomas
Criminal Justice

Audrey M Thomas
Criminal Justice
Jeriesha Tyler

Nursing

Josue Viciere

Nursing

Indea Washington
Nursing

Scott Edward Winer
Nursing

Ermias Woldeghiorghis
Information System Technology

Ashley Nikita Young
Early Childhood Education

Meseret Woldeyes
Licensed Practical Nursing
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Harbor Health Services s

By DANIEL SHEEHAN
REPORTER STAFF

For elderly COVID-19
patients who require
specialized care, the
transition out of in-
hospital care can befilled
with complexities and
obstacles.

Upon being dis-
charged, many encoun-
ter situations in which
family members are
sick or unable to care for
them, while others find
themselves not allowed
to reenter their assisted
living or nursing homes
because they had tested
positive for the virus.

With the aim of filling
this gap in care, Harbor
Health Services in Mat-
tapan launched a new
approachlast week atits
facility on Morton Street.

The 10-bed Program
of All-Inclusive Care
for the Elderly Respite
Center, which has admit-
ted five patients since
opening on May 11, will
be a temporary home for
patients as they fight the
latter stages of the vi-
rus, explained Gretchen
Reynard, senior vice
president and executive
director of the Harbor
Health Elder Service
Plan.

“It’s generally for
people that have been
hospitalized and live
at assisted living or
nursing homes, and
becausethey are COVID-
positive, they don’t have
anywhere to go,” said
Reynard. “It made sense

May 21, 2020

Gretchen Reynard, NP,
executive director of
Harbor Health Elder
Service Plan.
from a quality-of-care
standpoint and a finan-
cial standpoint to open
up our own facility and
give them a place to stay
until they’re negative.”
Reynard said the task
of creating the new facil-
ity involved emptying
out the facility’s day

Harbor Health Elder Service Plan’s medical direc-

hifts foc

THE REPORTER

tor Susan Hardy, MD and Mardi McMahon, RN, the

clinical director.

center and transform-
ing it into the new space
by bringing in hospital
beds, building partitions
to give each patient his
or her own space, and
sealing off the second
floor to eliminate access
to any other parts of the
building.

OUR GARDEN
CENTER IS OPEN!
$5. DELIVERIES

MOM-FRI -5 SAT 10-3
Crnar Grone GARDENS
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150 Mt. Vernon Street, Dorcheste-f, MA 02125
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The center also had
to make adjustments in
staffing to accommodate
its 24/7 operation. Previ-
ously, the facility had

been open from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Over the course of
their stay, patients in
the center will be tested
regularly until the result
is negative, said Rey-
nard. Harbor Health has
been using test equip-
ment supplied by Quest
Diagnostics.

“It’s been a little bit
challenging; there’s not
an overabundant supply
of tests,” said Reynard.
“The process is one of
those things that is
going to evolve as we
figure it out, but we an-
ticipate testing people
at least once a week,
with patients having to
test negative twice to be

Page 13

us to infected elders in need

released.”

Reynard added that
the crisis has rallied
her coworkers and care
providers around a com-
mon goal.

“While this COVID
pandemic has been a
challenge, I think we’ve
also seen an amazing
ability for the team at
Harbor Health Services
tocometogetherinaway
we otherwise wouldn’t
have been able to expe-
rience,” said Reynard.
“They’re coming togeth-
er for each other, and
they’re coming together
for the community, so
that part of it has been
a phenomenal experi-
ence.”

Sweet Life Bakery & Cafe

2243 Dorchester Ave.

We are now open for take - out

Menu available on-line

Breakfast and lunch items available

all day. Please note our hours

and days are subject to change

617.696.6510

sweetlifelowermills.com

Dorchester Reporter
& WWW.DOTNEWS.COM Present
A Special Dorchester Day Edition

DORCHESTER DAY

Salute your patrons!

Advertise your goods/services!

Support your local journalism!

Or just wish the community a

Happy Dorchester Day!

A guide to celebrating Dot Day

Call or email for more information

AdDesk@dotnews.com

436-1222 x14
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CARSON,

Kath-
erine “Kathleen”
(O’Sullivan),100, of
Weymouth. Wife of the
late Walter “Kit” Car-
son. Daughter of the
late Timothy and Ellen
(O’Leary) O’Sullivan,
sister of the late Eileen
Hawes and the late
Joan Fagan. Kathleen
was raised in Dorches-
ter. Kathleen enlisted
in the US Coast Guard
and served from 1944 to

1946. She married her
childhood sweetheart
Walter, in 1948 and

moved to Weymouth.
Kathleen is survived by
her children, Maureen
Carson of Weymouth,
Neil Carson of South
Hadley, James Carson
and his wife Kathleen
of Abington, and Dennis
Carson and his wife Lisa
of Hanson, her 5 grand-
children. She is also sur-
vived by a great-grand-

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN
FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON
PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket No. SU20P0261GD
IN THE MATTER OF:
CHRISTOPHER J. OWENS
of BOSTON, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been
filed by Pamela Coakley-Harold of Boston,
MA in the above captioned matter alleging
that Christopher J. Owens is in need of a
Guardian and requesting that Trod Harold of
Boston, MA (or some other suitable person)
be appointed as Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is
appropriate. The petition is on file with this
court and may contain a request for certain
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appearance
at this court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 05/12/2020. This day is NOT
ahearing date, but a deadline date by which
you have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you falil to file
the written appearance by the return date,
action may be taken in this matter without
further notice to you. In addition to filing the
written appearance, you or your attorney
must file a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection within
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit

daughter. A Memorial

Mass and Celebration
of Life will be held at St.
Francis Xavier Church
in Weymouth at a later
date.

COSTAS, Theodora
M. (Barlas) “Teddy”
of Melrose, 82. Wife of
the late Spiro Peter Cos-
tas. Mother of Joan M.
Costas of Melrose, and
John A. Costas and his
wife Patricia of Med-
ford. Aunt of Michael
Dwelley of Dorchester.
Sister of the late Irene
Dwelley and Louis Bar-
las. Also survived by
one niece and several
nephews. Gifts to honor
Teddy may be made to
the Shriners Hospitals
for Children, 51 Blossom
St., Boston, MA 02114 or
via shrinershospitalsfor-
children.org

DOYLE, Joseph

R. of Weymouth. Hus-
band of Lee (Fitzgerald)
Doyle. He was an active
and respected member
of Sacred Heart Par-
ish in Weymouth for 64
years. Joe was born in
South Boston. He was
a graduate of Boston
College High School
Class of 1945, and af-
ter serving in the Navy,
he graduated from Bos-
ton College in 1952. His
is survived by his wife
Lee (Fitzgerald) Doyle
and their children Mary
and John Keohane of
Abington, Kathleen and
Stephen Puleo of South
Weymouth, Tim and
Lisa Doyle of Brewster,
Pat Doyle and Tom of
Weymouth, Joe and Ja-
net Doyle of Pembroke,
Michael and Mary-
beth Doyle of Norwood,
Jane and Nate Roach of
Dorchester, Nancy and

Mark Logan of West-
field, Megan and Tim
Forti of Whitman, Eliza-
beth Pflaumer of Kings-
ton, Maureen Doyle of
Weymouth, Christopher
Doyle of Dorchester, and
Daniel Doyle of Wey-
mouth. He is the Papa to
35. He is also Papa to his
6 great-grandchildren.
Joe was predeceased by
his parents Norman and
Dolly (Gallagher) Doyle,
his siblings Mary, Mar-
garet and Joe Luecas,
Helen, Agnes and Lar-
ry Hurley, Frank and
Marilyn Wellock, and
many Clancy, Glancy,
and Gallagher cousins.
Joe will be remembered
by his sisters-in-law
Jenna Fitzgerald, Cathy
Fitzgerald and Nancy
Hurley, as well as his
many nieces and neph-
ews and their families.
In honor of Joe, dona-
tions may be made to
Sacred Heart Church,
75 Commercial Street,
Weymouth, MA 02188,
or Boston College High
School, 150 Morrissey
Boulevard, Dorchester,
MA 02125.

COVID-19 restrictions WI|| be in place

remains. Plant a tree program.

Cedar Grove Ceetery

GREENHOUSE NOW OPEN
for your home gardening and cemetery needs

A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Chapel available for: Weddings, memorial services, and celebra-
tory masses. Indoor Services available for winter burials. Green-
house on premises for fresh flowers. Columbarium for cremated

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124 o
Consecrated in 1868. Non-Sectarian.

617-825-1360
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FERNANDEZ,
Lauretta (Kolb), 85,
passed away from com-
plications related to
Covid-19. Lauretta was
born in Roxbury to Jo-
seph and Ethel Kolb.
She spent most of her
life in Dorchester, where
she married and raised
6 children. She is prede-
ceased by her husband,
Herbert T. Fernandez,
and her siblings, Joseph,
Ethel and Helen Kolb.
Lauretta is survived

by her brother, John
Kolb, daughters, Lau-
rie McKinley of Rock-
land, MA, Paula Sea-
man of Middleboro, sons,
Herbert and Stephen
Fernandez of Dorches-
ter, Erik Fernandez
and Paul Fernandez of
Bridgewater, as well as
grandchildren. Lauretta
also leaves behind sev-
eral nieces and nephews.
A Celebration of Lauret-
ta’s Life will be held at a
later date.

GRACE, Michael J.
of Hyde Park, formerly
of Dorchester. Husband
of Joan L. (Laurenti).
Father of Lauren and
her husband Joseph Ke-
aveney of Westwood and
Timothy and his wife
Amanda Grace of TN.
Grandfather of 3. Broth-
er of the late Gertrude
Fein. Remembrances
may be made in memory
of Michael to the Hyde
Park Food Pantry. For-
mer director of Human
Resources, City of Bos-
ton Inspectional Services
Dept. Founding member
of the 27th Lancers of
Revere and active mem-
ber of the Boston Cru-
saders Alumni Corps.
Retired Major in the MA
National Guard. A Cel-
ebration of Life will be
held at a later date.

LEVIN, Eliot of Sand-
wich, 73, due to compli-
cations from COVID-19,
leaving behind sons Eric
Levin of Mashpee and
Scott Levin with Erin
(Martin) Levin of Fal-
mouth. Grandchildren
Ava, Moira and Samuel.
Also, sister Irene (Levin)

Cemetery Lettering

Monuments

DeCola with Alan De-
Cola of Randolph. He
was born in Brookline
and raised in Dorchester
by his parents Anna and
Saul Levin. Please make
a donation to Cape Cod
Healthcare Foundation.

MULKERN, Edward
Thomas, 83, of Frank-
lin. Husband of Ann T.
(Skahan) Mulkern. Fa-
ther of MaryAnn Rufo
and her husband Paul
Rufo of West Roxbury,
Diane Walsh and her
husband James Walsh
of Franklin, and Julie
Jones and her husband
Greg Jones of South Bos-
ton. Grandfather of 11.
Brother of the late John
and Martin Mulkern,
and Mary Crosby. Do-
nations may be made to
the Campaign for Catho-
lic Schools, Edward T.
Mulkern Scholarship
Fund, 66 Brooks Dr.,

Braintree, MA 02184.

NOWACKI, John
Peter, 89, of Dorches-
ter. John was married
to Patricia Ann Nowacki
(Walsh). In addition,
John is survived by his
seven children, Linda
Nowacki-Bowen and
husband Arthur of Es-
tero, FL, Thaddeus
Nowacki and friend Ann

|5 Broad Street
Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

or completely take away the above-named
person’s right to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial affairs or both.
The above-named personhas the rightto ask
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named person. If the
above-named person cannot afford alawyer,
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. BrianJ. Dunn, First Justice
of this Court.

Marie Cosgrove of Ran-
dolph, Christine Calter
Andrea and husband
Ralph of Middleboro,
Catherine Nowacki and
wife Trina Alexknovitch
of Brockton, Michael
Nowacki and wife Mau-
reen of W. Bridgewa-
ter, Paul Nowacki and
wife Diane of Taunton,

617.592.2209

Attorneys at Law
www.tevhan.com
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3 great-grandchildren,
many nieces and neph-
ews, and the rest of his
relatives and friends.
He served as an usher
at Our Lady of Czesto-
chowa for many years.
A Celebration of Life
will be announced at a
later date. Korean War
Veteran. Memorial do-
nations may be made to:
South Shore Hospital,
55 Fogg Street, South
Weymouth, MA 02190,
southshorehealth.org/
give or to BCAN (Blad-
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Pre Need Opening Arrangements
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in West Roxbury
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617-325-6830 info@bcca.comcast.net

740 Adams Straet, Dorcheshr, MA 02122
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(Continued from page 1)
food access,” said Miran-
da, “People were scared
about not being able to
payrent, and some small
businesses were clos-
ing. Basic needs were
my priority, but at the
same time I was work-
ing 12 to 16 hours a day.
Then my grandmother
passed away and had to
be buried.

“It was kind of a real-
ity check. We followed
all of the protocols that
were in place.” Miranda
explained, “We used
Dolan’s Funeral homein
Dorchester. We couldn’t
have a priest,and only 10
people were allowed in
the funeral home. That
really is a moment that
for most people is very
disheartening: Youcan’t
bury your loved one in a
normal way.”

Miranda’s grandmoth-
er was not re-tested for
COVID-19 after her
first negative test,”
she said, “so the fam-
ily went to the burial,
and everyone thought
they would be okay.”
In the midst of her
family’s loss, Miranda
became focused on ad-
vocating for more testing
at Community Health
Centers (CHCs), espe-
cially in communities
that were seeing high
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Rep. Miranda talks of her bout with
the virus; 15 in family were infected

infection rates.

“Inmid-April I started
to see that Dorchester
and Roxbury, along with
Mattapan and Hyde
Park, had really high
rates of infections,” she
said. “However, there
wasn’t testing available
yetin our communities.”

Shortly after her
grandmother’s funeral,
Miranda’s father was
hospitalized a second
time for a minor injury.
On the way to the hos-
pital, EMTs examined
him.

“They said that they
heard what sounded like
fluid in his lungs,” said
Miranda. “When he got
to the hospital, he was
tested for COVID-19,
and the next day we
found out that it was
positive.”

By that time, sev-
eral health centers in
Dorchester, including
Bowdoin Street Health
Center, DotHouse
Health, and Uphams
Street Health Center,
were offering coronavi-
rus testing. “In amatter
ofhours, each of my fam-
ily members that were
in contact with my dad
were able to get appoint-
ments,” said Miranda.
“There were about 20 of
us, so we spread across a
bunch of different hospi-

tals and health centers.”

The most significant
symptom that Miranda
experienced was fatigue,
although she had almost
every other sign of the
disease except shortness
of breath.

“It was very scary, a
fatigue that I had never
felt before. I couldn’t
get out of bed. Then, I
hadheadaches, stomach
achesprettybadly.Ionly
had a fever for one day
and it went quickly into
chills,” she said.

“I really want to point
outhowimportantitisto
have community testing,
also to have information
in different languages,”
Miranda said. “Many
peoplein our community
of Dorchester speak a
multitude of languages.
It was really important
that our health centers
had testing because they
know our people best.”

She received testing
at the Bowdoin Street
Health Center, and
called the experience
“safe and easy.” She
added: “Honestly, ifthey
had never tested my dad
again, I don’t think that
any of us would have
gotten tested because we
didn’t have any symp-
toms.”

While she’s looking
forward to feeling bet-
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ter and getting back to
work, Miranda said, she
hasfeltthe need toshare
her family’s experience
so that people don’t feel
“stigmatized. We’re in
this together.

“The reason why I was
ableto speak tothe Globe
and other outlets like
the Reporter after I got a
little bitbetterisbecause
I didn’t want people to
be ... shamed and not
getting tested,” she said.
“Weallneed help. Iwant
my community to know
that just because I'm a
staterepresentative, my
family wasn’t immune to
COVID-19 and neither
was I. I'm a resourced
person. I followed all
the protocols, and I still
got sick.”

While resting, Mi-
randa has had some
time to reflect, and said
her experience has rein-
forced to her the impor-
tance of taking care of
seniors, the immigrant
community, and other
vulnerable populations.

“Honestly, I feel like
the rest of the com-
monwealth has finally
understood whatit’slike
to live on the fringe of
society. For many people
in the commonwealth
who weren’t doing well
before COVID, in a mat-
ter of days their lives
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Rep.LizMirandais pictured with her g‘randmother

Ana “Olinda” Rosa, who died at age 97 on April 28.

She was known lovingly by all as Tia Olinda.
Photo courtesy Rep. Miranda

evaporated,” she said.
“It was really hard to
see how many families
had never had to go on
unemployment, to use
SNAP benefits, or to
need free food calling our
offices for help.”

Miranda also high-
lighted the importance
of collecting racial data,
saying, “it’s important
to know who is dying
of COVID-19 and who’s
being impacted so that
we can figure out how to
stop the spread and get
people help.

“I just want to say
thank you to the commu-
nity for the outpouring
and sympathy of love
and care that I've got-

ten,” she said. “Dorches-
terisonebig community
of people that help each
other. I'm very thank-
ful and honored that I
get to represent the 5th
Suffolk.”

Miranda added, “I
want to stress the se-
riousness and the con-
tagious nature of this
disease and that people
should be very careful.
It’s nice out, so I see alot
of people out and some of
them are not practicing
social distancing and
not wearing masks. We
want to make sure that
people are protecting
themselves and their
families.”

(Continued from page 14)
der Cancer Advocacy
Network), 4520 East
West Highway, Suite
610, Bethesda, MD
20814, BCAN.org
PENDERGAST,
Catherine E. (Mur-
phy) of Dorchester.
Wife of the late William
J. Pendergast. Mother
of Carol J. Pendergast,
John F. Pendergast,
and Gregory M. Pender-
gast, all of Dorchester,
and the late Catherine
M. Spencer and Wil-
liam J. Pendergast. Sis-
ter of Walter Murphy
of FI. Also survived by
9 grandchildren and 4
oreat-grandchildren.

PHILBIN,
Christine
of West Roxbury and

Nora
(Frazer)

Dorchester, 88. Nora
was the daughter of
Patrick and Theresa
(Hastings) Frazer. She
was the wife of the late
James L. Philbin, and
mother to Mary and Ste-
phen Kelly of Natick,
Kathleen LaShoto of
Waltham, Lorraine and
Joseph Trapuzzano of
Washington, PA, James
and Elizabeth  Phil-
bin of Foxborough, and
Anne Johnson of South-
borough. Grandma to
9. Nora was the sister
of Patrick Frazer of
County Mayo, Theresa
and James Corrigan of
Burnley, England, and
the late John, Martin,

Michael Frazer and
Mary Clarke. Sister-in-
law to Joseph and Patri-
cia Philbin, Yarmouth.
A formal Celebration of
Nora’s Life will be held
at a future date. Dona-
tions in Nora’s memory
are gratefully accepted
by: My Brother’s Keep-
er, PO Box 338, Easton,
MA 02356-0338, or AT-
Children’s Project, 6810
State Road 7, Suite

125, Coconut Creek, FL
33073

URCIUOLI, Sabino
A.“Sammy” retired Suf-
folk County Courthouse
Employee, of Rockland,
formerly of Dorchester,
92. Son of Antonio and
Antonietta in the small
town of Taurasi, Italy.
In Boston, he met Dil-
etta (Della) Cavallini,
they married and raised
3 children, Anthony, Jo-
anna and Bianca, who
still reside in MA. Sabi-
no, or Sammy, as he was
affectionately known in
Savin Hill. He worked
at the Suffolk County
Courthouse for 25 years.
He worked at St. Wil-
liam’s Parish for de-
cades. In later years, he
moved from Savin Hill
to Rockland. On May 14,
Sabino succumbed to Co-
vid-19. Sabino was the
husband of Diletta (Ca-
vallini) Urciuoli. He was
the father of Anthony S.
and his wife Janice Urci-

uoli of Harwich, Joanna
and her husband John
Fulford of Rockland,
and Bianca Urciuoli and
her longtime companion
Michael Casey of Rock-
land. He was “Papa” to
Joseph Fulford. Broth-
er of Alfredo and his
wife Filomena Urciuoli,
Marciano and his wife
Franca Urciuoli, Orazio
“Jimmy” and his wife
Anna Urciuoli, and the
late Maddalena “Lena”
and her husband Mi-
chael Pensavalle, Maria
and her husband Luigi
Laquinto, and Giovanni
Urciuoli. He was also
survived by many niec-
es and nephews in the
United States, Italy,
Canada, and England.
Please consider making
a donation to your local
food bank to help those
struggling to purchase
groceries or consider

supporting the many he-
roes who are selflessly
serving so many ill peo-
ple.

WRIGHT, Mary
L.. long time member
of New Hope Baptist
Church. Mary par-
ticipated in the Senior
Choir, Gospel Chorus,
Sunday School, Wom-
en’s Ministry, Christian
Institute (worship lead-
er), Bible Class, Nurtur-
ing for Baptist Church-
es, Senior Missionary

Ministry and she was a
strong supporter of Pine
Street Inn. Preceeding
her in death are Jes-
sie and Carrie Smith
(parents) and Anne
Mae French (sister).
She leaves to cherish
her memories her hus-
band Richard Wright;
Burnetta Rice (sister-
in-law); Cleveland Kes-
hawn White “Pooh” all
of Boston, MA; Thounda

(Willie Dean) Craig (sis-
ter and brother-in-law)
of Selma, AL; Clear-
ance Strong (brother)
of Selma, AL; Marilyn
Wallace(niece); Dore-
mus Walace II of Sug-
arland, TX; Deric Craig
of Hoover, AL; and Va-
lencia (Cory) Jackson
(neice) of Baltimore,
MD. Mary Wright’s
Boston family who were
committed and loved

her: Minister Virginia
(Hugh) Bates, Marion
(Ellis) Wilson, Letitia

(James) Harris, Latrice
Bates, Shanara Rice,
Cavell (Kendra) Rice,
Burnetta and Little
Jelena Bates. There
are a host of nieces and
nephews as well as
her New Hope Baptist
Church family that will
miss and remember her.
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(Continued from page 1)
erywhere except Boston,
and ondJune linthecity.

“I’'m personally not
comfortable with the
25 percent, to be quite
honest with you, and
we’re looking at it now,”
said Walsh. “I just had
a conversation before I
came down about what
the number would be,
but I think 25 percent
on the first day would be
too much.”

Walsh said that large
companies like State
Street have said they
won’t reopen offices right
away. He noted that
Boston is unique in
that it is the third most
densely populated major
city in the country, that
it doubles in population
sizeevery day as workers
commute into the city,
and that it is a diverse
hub of tourism, higher
education and health
care.

“Overall, the data tell
us that we’re moving in
the right direction on
new cases, on positive
tests, and in hospital-
izations for about three
weeks herenow, and that
is good news,” Walsh
said. “But every day
the trend also gives us
reason for caution in the
terms of how gradual it
is, in how necessary our
precautions have been,
and how much potential
there is for new out-
breaks if we don’t keep
doing the right thing.”

THE REPORTER
Walsh says Boston will move slowly as it begins reopening

Employers that do
revive operations face
a range of mandatory
protocols to mitigate
the risks of COVID-19
transmission and an ad-
ministration that wants
them to keep employees
at home or on staggered
shifts. Workers and cus-
tomers will take on new
watchdog roles; they are
being urged toreport any
unsafe practices to trig-
ger enforcement. Child-
care and public transit
will operate with reduced
capacity for at least sev-
eral weeks longer.

As he unveiled his
administration’s phased
reopening plan, Baker
stressed that key
features ofthe pandemic
response — wearing face
coverings in public, fre-
quent hand-washing,
and social distancing —
will remain a necessity
to stave off a rebound in
cases of a virus that has
alreadykilled more than
5,700 Massachusetts
residents.

He described the pro-
cessof shuttering almost
every facet of the econo-
my and then reopening
with new practices as
“something no one’s
ever done before. This
guidance asks people to
change behaviors, and
it changes the way some
of our favorite places
look and feel. This is
not permanent. At some
point, there will be treat-
ments and, ultimately, a

vaccine. But for the fore-
seeable future, everyone
needs to continue to do
the right things to bring
the fight to the virus so
that we can continue to
move forward.”

The four-phase re-
opening process began
with construction and
manufacturing indus-
tries as well as houses
of worship, which will be
restricted to 40 percent
capacity and encour-
aged to make changes to
services, such as using
pre-packaged commu-
nion. More businesses,
including laboratory
space, hair salons, and
car washes, can reopen
with additional restric-
tions starting May 25.

Under the adminis-
tration’s outline, ev-
ery business in Mas-
sachusetts will need to
draft a written plan in
the next week for how
it intends to operate
without spreading the
coronavirus.

Businessesdonotneed
to submit the plan for
approval to reopen, but
they must keep a copy
at the physical location
for inspection at any
time. Employers must
visibly post fliers de-
scribing rules for social
distancing, hygiene, and
cleaningthatapplytoall
workers and customers.

State officials expect
employees and patrons
to lead the charge in
maintaining safety re-

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE

COVID-19

IS common in Boston
right now

EVERYONE IS AT RISK!
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quirements. Enforce-
ment actions, Lt. Gov.
Karyn Polito said, will
be triggered by worker
and customer complaints
about possible violations
of the new restrictions.
Local boards of health,
the state Department of
Public Health, and the
Department of Labor
Standards will share re-
sponsibility for enforcing
the requirements. Em-
ployers who do not com-
ply will receive verbal
consultation and redirec-
tion for a first offense,
written redirection for
a second offense, fines
up to $300 for the three
subsequent offenses and
then a cease and desist
letter as the strictest
punishment, according
to the administration.
“It’s about developing
confidence for workers to
feel safe in returning to
their jobs,” Polito said.
“And as part of that stan-
dard, the employer needs
toaddress[the question]
‘Whatif my employee be-
comes sick with COVID
while working?’ and to
develop a plan around
that as part of the re-
opening strategy.”
Some of the rules,
including a require-
ment that all employees
wear face-coverings,
will apply to every busi-
ness in Massachusetts.
The administration also
plans industry-specific
guidances to dictate
further restrictions.
John Pourbaix, ex-
ecutive director of the
Construction Industries
of Massachusetts, which
represents tens of thou-
sands of workers, said
in an interview that

he views the reopening
proposal as a “great
plan.” The industry-
specific guidelines will
change conditions onthe
ground, he said, point-
ing to practices already
implemented by essen-
tial construction projects
that were not halted.

“It will definitely be
different, but I think our
industry has proved it’s
doable and workable,”
said Pouirbaix. “We've
been doing it for the last
two months.”

Housing and Economic
Development Secretary
Mike Kennealy, who co-
chaired the reopening
advisoryboard alongside
Polito, said the adminis-
tration has launched an
online portal to connect
businesses with Massa-
chusetts manufacturers
that are producing PPE
and other important
supplies.

While Polito said that
childcare and public
transportation are “key
components” to reviving
economic activity, both
fields will remain altered
for weeks to come.

Most childcare facili-
ties in Massachusetts
had been ordered to
close until June 29 un-
der a previous Baker
executive order. The
reopening plan does not
bring those back online
immediately. During the
Phase One reopening
that began Monday, the
emergency child care
system originally set up
for essential workers will
stay in place, and still
has about 65 percent of
its 10,000-child capacity
available “to serve more
families, to provide care
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options, as more workers
head back to work and
sectors become active
again,” Polito said.

K-12 schools will re-
main physically closed
through the end of the
academic year.

The Department of
Public Health and the
Department of Early
Education and Care are
working to plan guide-
lines to reopen summer
camps, potentially as
soon as Phase Two, if
the state observes posi-
tive trends in key public
health metrics.

The MBTA will not
return to a full schedule
until the third phase,
which won’t come until
sometime in July at the
earliest. Once that hits,
commuting will still look
different.

Social distancing “will
limit effective capacity
on vehicles even after
full service schedules are
restored,” according to
the plan, and riders will
berequired to wear face-
coverings on buses and
trains, though MBTA
General Manager Steve
Poftak said last week
that the T “will not be
refusing service to people
who are not wearing face
masks.”

Initsinitial reactionto
the reopening plan, the
Greater Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce praised
the administration forits
work but said employers
across the region need
clearer information on
childcare, particularly
how Massachusetts will
use $45 million in fed-
eral childcare funding
in the CARES Act, and
on transportation.
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at 617-825-3400 \l

and ask to speak with a medical professional

.J L Harvard Street
MNeighborhood
r Health Centeri

Financial aid available for
qualified students.

NBSS.EDU/PROGRAMS

NORTH
BENNET ST

SCHGOL

This campaign is sponsored in part by the Boston Resiliency Fund



May 21, 2020 THE REPORTER

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER 50w

dotnews.com

N

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF DORCHESTER

g
BGCD Equy Education & Care Teacher Parade to Deliver Activity Kits: Boston Celtic Center Tacko Fall joins BGCD “DotTalks”

U S, OW

CONNECT THE DOT:

BGCD Early Education & Care
Teacher Parade to Deliver Activity
Kits: Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester’s
Early Education & Care preschool
teachers made special activity kits
for their students and had their own
teacher parade to deliver them to

all their families. We hope visits to
our members deliver hope, love and
inspiration to families and help them
through this pandemic.

BGCD is so appreciative and thankful
for all of our Early Education & Care
staff for what they are doing to stay
in touch with, provide online content,
and much more during these difficult
times.

We can’t wait to see all of our
members and families back at our
Clubs soon! Stay safe and stay healthy.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE:
BGCD Continues Friday Night “Grab
& Go” Food Pick-Up Sessions for
Families in Need: On Friday

night, Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester
hosted another successful “Grab &
Go” Session for BGCD families in

need during these times. Families
were able to pick up bags of groceries
at the Club. We would like to thank
Coppersmith’s in South Boston, Metro
Boston Building Trades, Community
Servings, Boston Resiliency Fund, and
Mayor Martin J. Walsh for supporting
our COVID-19 efforts. Thanks to

our friends, we are able to continue
supporting our members and families
during this time.

Your kindness and generosity have
helped us continue our efforts of
supporting our children and families.
We could not do this without all of you.

d below

DIDYOU KNOW:

Boston Celtic center Tacko Fall
joins BGCD “DotTalks” Speaker
Series: Boys & Girls Clubs of
Dorchester continues to engage teens
with our “DotTalks” speaker series.
Members are excitedto participate

in these Zoom panels to ask their
questions with prominent people in our
community.

We were honored to welcome our hew
friend and Boston Celtics Center, Tacko
Fall. The Q & A session is now available
to watch online: tune in to hear about
how Tacko’s quarantine is going, his
training, cultural background and his
rise to become a beloved member of
the Celtics. Episodes air on Thursday
evenings at 7 pm on our social
channels. Our next guest, Boston Police
Commissioner William Gross, where he
will talk about his career and how he
and his department have been dealing
with the outbreak.

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave. | www.bgcdorchester.org

WE'RE HEREFOR'Y

City of Boston Credit Union has been here for our
members since 1915. Today we continue to be a
trusted financial partner providing safe and secure

financial services.

Visit CityofBostonCU.com to learn more about how
City of Boston Credit Union can help you and your family.

City of Boston Credit Union is open for membership if you live, work or
attend school in any community of Suffolk, Norfolk or Middlesex County.

CityOfBostonCU.com | 617.635.4545

Federally insured by NCUA

#Pay

UPDATES

Due to the COVID-19 Cirisis, all 3 of our
Clubhouses will remain closed. For the
most up to date information on Club
activities and resources or to make a
donation to our Clubs, please go to our
website at bgcdorchester.org.

For those in need of assistance, please
call our Club Community Hotline @
617-288-7120 ext. (4444) or email us
at info@bgcdorchester.org.
Thank you to our community and
friends, we will get through this
together!

#WeAreDorchester

 FIND OUT

INSDE

CITY OF
BOSTON

CREDIT UNION
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There is relief, confusion, and disappointment as

business owners react to Baker S reopemng plan

(Continued from page 1)

As early as Monday,
May 25, shops like hers
— along with car washes,
drive-in theaters, pet-
groomers, and laborato-
ries— will be allowed to
welcomeback customers.

Luckily, Myriame
and her husband Serge
Pierre, a barber, has
been thinking about how
toreopen for weeks. They
haveorderedfaceshields,
gloves, and masks for the
staff. She’s gotten signs
to remind people to stay
six feet apart. Still, she’s
not sure when she’ll start
taking appointments,
because the state’s list
of mandatory safety
requirements and proto-
cols is pretty extensive.

“It is nerve wracking,
because we want to ad-
heretoeverything and so
thateveryoneissafeand
iskepthealthy,” shesaid.

In order to assist
businesses in finding
the necessary safety
supplies and personal
protective equipment

Church leaders seek merger of St. Ann-St.

(Continued from page 1)
years to confront a grow-
ing debt and deferred
maintenance problems.
“It’s projected each
parish willlose $7K-$8K

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

At Unique Cuts, a barber shop located on Dorches-
ter Avenue in Lower Mills, co-owners Myriame and
Serge Pierre are preparing to re-open next week.

OB o e,

ASPHALT SHINGLES - RUBBER ROOFING
+ COPPER WORK - SLATE - GUTTERS
+ CHIMNEYS

617-296-0300

duffyroofing.com

WBUR photo by Jesse Costa

(PPE), the state has
provided guidelines and
a list of Massachusetts
vendors. In addition, all
businesses reopening
must develop a writ-
ten “COVID-19 control
plan” outlining how the
business will comply
with mandatory safety
standards. The state
has made a template
control plan available
at its Reopening Mas-
sachusetts website.

a month and could run
out of savings within a
year or so,” the priests
wrote. “We need to pre-
pare for where we ex-
pect to be a year and a

State Reg.
#100253

AUTO BODY REPAIRS

150 Centre Street

Eﬂttzpatmh Ernthprﬁ

R a T |

Free Pick-Up & Delivery Service g2, 52

Dorchester, MA 02124

(617) 825-1760
(617) 825-2594
FAX (617) 825-7937

(617) 282-3469

Steinbach’s Service

Station Inc.

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
321 Adams St., Dorchester 02122

Corner of Gibson Street
State Inspection Center

(617) 436-8828 DAYS

&

FrynnRooEING.COM

Flynn Roofing Co.

ASPHALT SHINGLES | RUBBER ROOFS
Commercial | Residential | Licensed | Fully Insured | MA Reg #134410

017-479-3431

FREE ESTIMATES

Health and safety is
one of the reasons the
state decided tolimit the
reopening of retail shops.
Starting next week pre-
viously closed retail
shops — such as those
that sell clothing, toys,
jewelry, recreational
cannabis — can begin
fulfilling curbside pickup
and delivery orders.

Three weeks from this
Monday, May 18, is the
earliest phase two of the

half from now, because
the deficit in finances
and the deterioration
of buildings continues.
Asking the Cardinal to
approve amergeris mov-
ing forward in a positive
and proactive way.

“Wewere not sent here
to close the parishes, but
just the opposite, to do
what we could do to keep
that presence,” Clary
and Connors added.
“Finances were strained,;
repairs increasing; most
of all, participation was
dropping.”

“We feared that a ma-
jor unforeseen expense

reopemng plan could
kick in, although state
ofﬁcials say that could
take longer if data show
the outbreak is worsen-
ing.

Other businesses that
will have to wait until
phase 2 include ca-
sinos, many personal
services, such as nail
salons, day spas, mas-
sage therapists, tattoo
parlors, electrolysis.
Phase three businesses
tend to veer towards
indoor recreation such
as gyms, movie theaters,
museums, concert halls.
Larger venues, such as
arenas, stadiums, night-
clubs, and race tracks
will have to wait until
phase four.

InJamaica Plain, Kim
Mitchell, owner of Bo-
ing! Toy Shop, is not
quite as eager to throw
open her doors to the
public yet. For weeks,
she said she has been
scraping by, taking or-
dersonline and shipping
them out to customers.

would be a problem.
Who would have ever ex-
pected that a pandemic
would force us to this
hard decision?”

The merger will mean
a new parish name that
hasyettobe determined,
the priests say. The
request for a merger is
“critical” to St. Bren-
dan’s school, they say,
since if the parish were
to shutter, the parish
school — which operates
independently of the
St. John Paul II Catho-
lic Academy system—
would also close.

“Ifthe parishes merge,

Master Lic. #12430

A —— NN
HOH._c:.::M:CO-a INC.. Air Conditioning

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

Water Heaters + General Repairs + Gas & Qil Heating
Installation & Repairs + Gas Fitting & Appliance
Installations « Bath & Kitchen « Remodeling
« Senior Discounts

617-282-4300

1
-

. Plumbing
+ Heating
* Fuel Oil

1146 Dorchester Avenue

“My retail store has
basically turned into a
warehouse,” she said.
It’s not ideal, but she
said she appreciates the
gradual approach to re-
opening. “The business
side of me says, ‘Sure, I
would love to be open,’
“ she said. “But I don’t
really think that we’re
ready.”

Until phase two be-
gins, restaurants will
also have to wait to ac-
cept sit-down patrons.
Which is actually fine
with Bessie King, who
runs Villa Mexico Cafe
inthe Financial District.

“I think overall we
need to be very conser-
vative in our steps to
reopening,” King said.
“And I think that is the
smartest way to go about
this.”

The safety guidelines
the state put out on
Monday were pretty
confusing, she said, and
it’ll take time figure out
how toimplement them.
Plus, while they’re at it,

dotnews.com

customers can take the
time to educate them-
selves.

“I'm concerned about
what customers are
going to come back.
Whether customers are
tired of being home and
they don’t want to wear
a mask and they don’t
want to follow these
guidelines, and when
they walk into my res-
taurant they’re going
to hear, ‘OK, only this
amount of people are
permitted in at a time.
Only people with masks
are going to be permitted
in.” Are they going to get
mad? Are they going to
understand?”

If they don’t, and the
outbreak gets worse,
she says we could be
having this “reopening”
conversation again in a
few months.

WBUR 90.9 FM pub-
lished this story on May
19. The Reporter and
WBUR share content
through a media part-
nership.

Brendan parishes

the new parish assumes
the responsibility for
the school,” Clary and
Connors wrote, adding:
“The new parish can sell
propertiestoaddressthe
debt and deferred main-
tenance.”

“We are aware there
will be negative reac-
tions to this change.
We know the emotional
depth of both communi-
ties for their parish. We
fully appreciate that
mergingis difficult to ac-
cept,” they wrote. “Above
all, we are very sorry to
bring this matter to you
during the COVID-19

Carpentry, Roofing, Painting
Fully Gutters, Masonry
;‘-i::::;:: Ilt_ecl(s & Porches
Windows & Doors

crisis. It is not the best
time, but we have no
choice. Time is running
out.”

The request for the
merger has not yet been
brought to Cardinal
O’Malley. It will first be
vetted by athe Archdioce
of Boston’s Presbyteral
Council, abody of priests
who counsel the cardinal
ongoverningissues. Rev.
Paul R. Soper, one of the
priests on the council,
said that he expects the
group will make a recom-
mendation to the cardi-
nal “sometime soon.”

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC

617823 0592

617-288-2680

OrricE Hours
By APPOINTMENT
EvENING HoURS AVAILABLE

WILLIAM LEE, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

DORCHESTER, MA 02122

617-288-2681

383 NEPONSET AVE.

DRIVEWAYS
MATHIAS ASPHALT PAVING

Commercial * Residential  Industrial
Bonded e Fully Insured

Driveways ® Parking Lots
Roadways * Athletic Courts

Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372 fams {/" ‘

BOSTON

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL

PRESCHOOL -
7:30-5:30

Waiting list slots and voucher slots available

617-265-2665
email: dorchesterpreschool @yahoo.com

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester

TODDLER

Lic. #291031

Licensed

Affordable Roofiy,

Call Now 781-312-5846 g
Best Prices Around on ALL Types of Roofing

LOTS OF LOCAL REFERENCES!
; Residential & Commercial 3

In Business for Over 24 Years! = S

= CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE

Windows, Siding and General Maintenance

Insured

Slate/Rubber/Asphalt Repairs Starting at $50
New Roofs Starting at $3,000
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™
MEDIA HARBOR HEALTH
GRUUP ELDER SERVICE PLAN

Inspired communication. Stronger results.

Now, more than ever, 617MediaGroup is proud
Virtual tours
and program

enroliment now

We offer a variety of communication available!

to support the Dorchester Reporter.

services, including advertising, branding,
content strategy, graphic design, marketing,
video production, print production,

public relations, translation, and more!

Livg sonileEniy il :
To contact us about your next project, P e VSIS R
or to get further details of our services, LEARN MORE about the PACE program,

an exceptional alternative to a nursing home.
Offering personalized healthcare and
all-inclusive services to aging individuals
to keep them independent and at home.

~ Visit ElderServicePlan.Org ~

email info@617MediaGroup.com
or call (617) 275-2349x700.

617MediaGroup.com

1135 Morton Street, Mattapan

CORCORAN
IENNISON

Companies

Corcoran Jennison's portfolio includes, residential housing, hotels, resorts,
health facilities, academic campuses, retail centers, and golf courses.

corcoranjennison.com | cjapts.com

Millbrook Square Apartments, Arlingron, MA
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2 Months of Free
High-Speed Internet
fromm Comcast

Per Month + Tax

after promotional pricing

Internet Essentials from Comcast brings you affordable, high-speed No Term Contract
No Credit Check

No Installation Fee
Up To 25/3 Mbps

Internet. We want to make it easier for low-income households to get
connected so they can more easily work from home, access educational
resources, and stay in contact with friends and family. You may be

eligible for 2 months of free Internet Essentials service. Available

Apply Now!

for new Internet Essentials customers only. Apply by June 30, 2020.

InternetEssentials.com

1-855-8-INTERNET
0 Are eligible for public assistance o Have not subscribed to Comcast (1-855-846-8376)

programs like the National School Internet within the last 90 days.

Lunch Program, housing assistance,
Medicaid, SNAP, SSI, and others. °

You may qualify if you:

Have no outstanding debt to
Comcast that is less than one
Live in an area where Comcast year old.*

Internet Service is available. *Due to the Coronavirus emergency,

households with outstanding debt may
still be eligible if approved by 6/30/2020.

Internet>» J
essentials

FROM COMCAST

Offer ends June 30, 2020. Restrictions apply. Limited to Internet Essentials (“IE”) service from Comcast for new residential customers meeting certain eligibility criteria. Offer limited
to 2 months of complimentary Internet Essentials service. Taxes extra. After promotion, regular rates apply. Comcast’s current rate is $9.95/mo. (subject to change). Advertised price
applies to a single outlet. Actual speeds may vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. If a customer is determined to be
no longer eligible for the |IE program, regular rates will apply to the selected Internet service. Subject to Internet Essentials program terms and conditions. May not be combined with
other offers. Call 1-855-846-8376 for restrictions and complete details or visit InternetEssentials.com. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. FLY-ILL-BIL-2MO-0320



