
By Gintautas Dumcius
manaGinG EDitor
Dorchester’s Mary 

Whalen, who taught 
American history and 
constitutional law to 
Braintree students for 
40 years, always looked 
forward to Sunday after-
noon, because it meant 
Monday, and the oppor-
tunity to impart knowl-
edge, was at hand.

When she retired from 
teaching 20 years ago, the 
move left a hole in her 
schedule and she looked 
into becoming a guide 
at the State House. Sec-

retary of State William 
Galvin’s office, which 
runs the tours of the 
building, called her in for 
an interview.

She was quickly hired 
for the position and asked 
which day of the week she 
preferred. “Mondays,” 
Whalen answered imme-
diately. She remembered 
that her interviewer 
said, “Monday’s great. 
Nobody likes to work on 
Mondays, so come.”

That was more than 
5,000 Mondays ago. With 
the exception of the pan-

   Volume 40  Issue 27 Thursday, July 6, 2023               50¢

• First-Time Homebuyer Loans    • Affordable Loan Programs

Member FDIC   NMLS# 401447
1. Additional requirements may apply. Valid on properties in MA, RI or NH only. For approval, a completed application including all applicable income and asset documentation is required. 

From pre-approval to home sweet home, we’re here for you.

FIND 
YOUR 

NEAREST
LENDER

Rockland Trust’s pre-approval program1 will save you time and give you an advantage over other buyers, 
bringing you that much closer to an accepted offer – whether it's your vacation home or your forever home.

Our team of mortgage lending experts offers a full range of home loan solutions with local underwriting, 
including:

• Jumbo Loans• Fixed & Adjustable-Rate Loans       

To learn more, call 508.946.8400 or visit us 
online at RocklandTrust.com/MortgageLoan

“The News and Values Around the Neighborhood”

All contents 
© 2023 Boston
Neighborhood 

News, Inc.

Dot’s Mary Whalen, a State House guide,
has logged 5,000 hours of history lessons

(Continued on page 4)

Mary Whalen, a State House tour guide, shows two 
citations for her 5,000 hours as a volunteer “Doric 
Docent.”

By sEth DaniEl
nEws EDitor

One of two “gateway” statues in 
Mattapan Square that was knocked 
down and damaged last May by a 
reckless driver will be repaired and 
replaced in its original position, 
city officials told neighbors during 
a meeting late last month. But the 
long-term fate of the bronze stat-
ues— installed in 2005 as a salute 
to Mattapan’s history— remains 
a point of contention, as officials 
anticipate a likely relocation in 
future years to accommodate new 
traffic configurations along Blue 
Hill Avenue.

Sarah Rodrigo, a senior project 
manager with the Mayor’s Office 
of Arts & Culture, told attendees 
at a June 28 virtual meeting that 
the city has approved $45,000 to 
pay for the repair of the sculpture, 
which was damaged on May 18. 

“The good news is the bronze 
statue can be completely repaired,” 
Rodrigo said. “These are all repa-
rable damages to the art. … We’re 
looking at a three to four months 
out depending on some timelines…
They will subrogate the driver in 
this case and his insurance will 
pay for it.”

Question: 
Where to site
‘Gateway’
symbols? By Gintautas Dumcius

manaGinG EDitor
Mayor Wu’s $4.2 billion operating budget for fiscal 

year 2024, went into effect  on July 1 without any 
significant markups from the 12 members of the City 
Council who spent 7.5 hours deliberating, recessing, 
and chiding each other last Wednesday as they at-
tempted five times to override Wu’s various budget 
vetoes. Only one override cleared the two-thirds vote 
needed, and it was of dubious legality.

A Wu spokesperson said the budget, as it stands, 
funds core city services and public safety, invests in 
infrastructure, expands hours at libraries over the 
weekends, and adds senior programming at commu-
nity centers, among other investments, all aimed 
at making “Boston the best place in the country to 
raise a family.” 

The spokesperson added that the administration 
is “reviewing the legal validity of the override pro-
vision” – which seeks to set aside $584,000 to fund a 
salary increase for municipal security officers – “as 

Wu’s $4.2b budget 
is now in effect
A single override 
remains in dispute

(Continued on page 9)

By Gintautas Dumcius
manaGinG EDitor

A $50 billion-plus state budget. A push to electrify 
the Fairmount Line. A proposed commission to study 
reparations in Massachu-
setts. Six months into her job 
as a state senator, sitting in 
a seat of “Black power and 
Black community here in 
Boston,” Liz Miranda has a 
list of things she’s working 
on that contains more than 
those three agenda items. 

After winning last fall’s 
election to replace Sonia 
Chang-Diaz as the state 
senator for the Second Suffolk District (Roxbury, 
and parts of Dorchester, Mattapan, and Hyde Park), 
Miranda became one of 40 lawmakers in the Legis-
lature’s upper house. “Now as a freshman senator, I 
feel strongly I can make a big impact,” she told the 
Reporter in a recent interview.

Miranda, who serves on four times the number of 
committees she sat on as a state representative, when 

Six months in, Miranda 
discusses maternal health 
fund and reparations bill

(Continued on page 12)

Sen. Liz Miranda

STATUE DILEMMA IN MATTAPAN

The outreached arm of  this statue in Mattapan Square conveys the 
history of the neighborhood to another statue that represents the 
present and future.  Seth Daniel photo(Continued on page 10)
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New date for Neponset Day Fest—  The 
Neponset River Watershed Association 
(NepRWA) has set a new date for their 
annual Neponset Day Festival: Sunday, 
July 30 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at DCR 
Neponset II Park in Dorchester, at the 
corner of Hilltop Street and Granite 
Avenue. The public is invited to 
participate in the free, family-friendly 
event. Activities include free boating with 
Paddle Boston, kids’ crafts and games, 
music, food trucks, environmental 
exhibits, and more.
“We are very happy to be able to 
reschedule this fun celebration along 
the Neponset River,” said NepRWA 
Greenways Director, Andres Ripley. 
“Neponset Day celebrates our diverse 
communities and gives residents an 
opportunity to learn about the River, 
enjoy the waterfront park and Greenway 
Trail – and even try a free paddle on the 
water if they wish.” 
The original date for the event was June 3, 
but was rained out. For more information 
about Neponset Day, visit neponset.org/
neponsetday
The Dudley Jazz Fest returns to 
Dorchester’s Mary Hannon Playground, 

621 Dudley St. on Sat., July 22, 12-6 
p.m. Free. Featuring performances by 
the Beacon Bop from UMass Boston (12 
p.m.), Pat Loomis (1p.m.), Fred Woodard 
Collective (2:15 p.m.), James Kamal Jones 
and Other Tongues (3:30 p.m.), and Ron 
Mandi and Rightly Guided featuring 
Nadia Washington (4:45 p.m.). For more 
info, contact ccarts@comcast.net or 617-
631-9809.
Boston’s green thumbs have until 11:59 
p.m. on Wed., July 12, to submit their 
gardens for award contention in the 
27th annual Mayor’s Garden Contest. 
The contest recognizes gardeners who 
have landscaped, planted flowers, trees, 
shrubs, and, in the process, helped 
beautify Boston’s neighborhoods. 
Nomination forms may be found 
at boston.gov/mayors-garden-contest. 
Alternatively, contestants may request 
an application by emailing their name 
and address to gardencontest@boston.
gov. Paper applications are also available 
in English and ten additional languages. 
Judges will fan out across the city visiting 
finalists the week of July 24. Once the 
votes are tallied, first place winners will 
receive the coveted “Golden Trowel” 

award from Mayor Wu while second 
and third place winners will be awarded 
certificates. 
A public meeting will be held via Zoom 
on Thurs., July 13 at 6 p.m. about a 
proposed retail cannabis establishment 
at 1102A Blue Hill Ave. in Dorchester. See 
ad on page 13 for more details on joining 
the meeting. 
The Boston Little Saigon Cultural 
District’s Night Market (Cho Dem) event 
will be back again this year on Sat., July 
15, after a very successful inaugural event 
in Fields Corner last summer. Festivities 
will take place from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Sat., July 15, on blocked-off Dorchester 
Avenue between Park and Adams streets. 
For more information on the event, go to 
bostonlittlesaigon.org.
The Urban Farming Institute of Boston’s 
sixth annual Farm Stand is now open 
each Friday, 1-5 p.m. at the Fowler Clark 
Epstein Farm, 487 Norfolk St., Mattapan. 
For more info, call 617-989-9920. Or visit 
urbanfarminginstitute.org.
The JFK Library is hosting a series of 
late-night openings and programs this 
summer, including a July 21 Swing Era 
Music and Dance with the Beantown 

Swing Orchestra starting at 5 p.m. Go to 
jfklibrary.org for more info.
The Boston Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment’s 2023 ParkARTS Citywide Neigh-
borhood Concert Series will come to 
Dorchester Park and Hunt-Almont Park 
this summer. All shows begin at 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise noted. On Monday, July 
31, National Night Out at Hunt-Almont 
Park will be celebrated with Conscious 
Reggae, 40 Almont Street, Mattapan. On 
Wed., August 2, River of Dreams (Billy 
Joel tribute), come to Dorchester Park, 
Adams Street, Dorchester. For more in-
formation, call 617-635-4505 or visit bos-
ton.gov/parkarts. 
An employee job fair for Boston Public 
Schools, which is seeking part-time and 
full-time custodians, will be held on Wed., 
July 12, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Campbell 
Resource Center, 1216 Dorchester Ave. 
Boston residency required. Contact 
jmcintosh@bostonpublicschools.org or 
617-635-9162 for more info.

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO 
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM
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Police, Courts & Fire

FBI officials announced 
last week that they have 
brought indictments 
against 21 individuals 
for their involvement in a 
fentanyl and cocaine ring 
that operated in Man-
chester, N.H., and was 
led, they said, by a res-
ident of Shepton Street 
in Dorchester, located 
several blocks north of 
Ashmont Station.

The agency gave the 
following in a report on 
the indictments: Having 
identified 22 individuals 
as being involved in a 
longtime criminal opera-

tion, agents conducted a 
widespread raid on June 
6 and took 21 of the 22 
suspects into custody.

One of the raids oc-
curred at the 15 Shepton 
Street address, where 
agents and the Boston 
Police arrested three 
men, including the man 
they called the ringleader 
of the criminal enter-
prise, 53-year-old Juan 
Ramon ‘Ricky’ Soto Baez. 
The others were Osval-
do ‘Tony’ David Soto 
Jimenez, 29, of Dorches-
ter, and Brandon Rivera, 
21, of Boston. Five other 

defendants arrested that 
day also listed Boston 
addresses.

According to the indict-
ments, the 21 suspects 
trafficked large quanti-
ties of fentanyl and crack 
cocaine across state lines, 
utilizing a business mod-
el the FBI said mirrored 
a sophisticated drug 
trafficking operation by 
which customers would 
use dispatch telephone 
numbers to call in orders 
for drugs that runners 
would supply by meeting 
buyers at predetermined 
locations, often inside the 

runners’ vehicles.
During the raids, law 

enforcement seized 
approximately 1.6 ki-
lograms of suspected 
cocaine, 150 grams of 
suspected cocaine base, 
250 grams of suspected 
fentanyl, 100 bags of 
suspected controlled sub-
stances packaged for sale, 
$26,000 in cash, and four 
firearms. 

The defendants are 
scheduled to appear in 
federal court in Boston 
sometime this month.

– REPORTER STAFF

FBI nets 21 suspects in drug raids;
charges resident of Shepton Street
in Dot as N.H. enterprise’s leader

Waltham firm puts up $5.6 million
for Fields Corner’s O’Hearn building

By sEth DaniEl
nEws EDitor

A Waltham-based de-
velopment and man-
agement company, Marc 
Resnick and Beantown 
Properties, purchased 
the O’Hearn Building at 
1444 Dorchester Ave. in 
Fields Corner last month 
for $5.6 million under a 
realty trust that is con-
trolled by Resnick. 

The company has a 
long history of develop-
ment in Greater Boston, 
but nothing in Dorches-
ter, according to the 
company’s website. In 
March, a broker told 
the Reporter that the 
buyer’s offer was cho-
sen from several other 
offers, mostly because 
it said it will maintain 
the continuity of the 
historical pieces of the 
building, which houses 
the United States Postal 
Service’s 02122 office.

A phone call and email 
to the new owners were 
not returned in time for 
this edition. T

The property consists 
of three parcels – retail 
spaces, the four-story 
building, and a parking 

lot in the back behind 
that contains the his-
toric Fields House. The 
space  had been on the 
market for $6.2 million 
but it was under agree-
ment for the sale price 
since March.

The late Richie Jerrier 
owned the building for 

several years, and his 
niece, Lisa Theriault, 
had controlled it since 
Jerrier passed away a 
year ago. She was listed 
as the seller through 
Jerrier’s estate.

The property has long 
been a key piece of real 
estate in Fields Corner, 

with the post office as an 
anchor and retail spaces 
and offices on the second 
floor. Other floors are 
largely vacant, and some 
haven’t been touched 
since the building served 
as a warehouse/storage 
facility.

The O’Hearn building in Fields Corner.

A 20-year-old South Boston man wanted for the 
February murder of a woman in Dorchester was ar-
rested by members of the BPD’s Fugitive Unit last 
Friday. Stepheon Wells was taken into custody in the 
Back Bay and arraigned that afternoon in Dorches-
ter court.  According to police, Wells shot and killed 
Diva Ayuso, 32, of Sharon on Feb. 18 at a building 
on Fermoy Heights near Franklin Field. According 
to news reports, the victim was an employee with the 
Massachusetts Environmental Police and the mother 
of a 12-year-old son. 

•••
Two men were found dead from apparent drug 

overdoses in a third-floor apartment at 29 Alpha 
Rd. in Dorchester’s Melville-Park neighborhood last 
Thursday (June 29). According to a Boston Police re-
port obtained by the Reporter, the victims were found 
unresponsive by EMS personnel around 12:30 p.m. 
The case has been classified as a death investigation, 
but no further details have been released.

•••
City Councillor Kendra Lara, whose district includes 

Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury, and Roslindale, is facing 
charges after crashing her car into a home in Jamaica 
Plain last Friday (June 30). A police report indicates 
that she was driving with a revoked license, in a car 
that was unregistered and uninsured. It also had an 
expired inspection sticker. The police report redacted 
Lara’s name, though her office confirmed the details 
of the incident.

A spokesperson for Lara claimed she was trying to 
avoid another car when she veered off the road and 
crashed into a house on Centre Street. She was trav-
eling with her young son, Zaire, who was transported 
to Boston Children’s Hospital for stitches. Police 
contacted the Department of Children and Families 
after the crash because Lara’s son was not secured in 
a proper booster seat, according to the police report.

Lara’s Massachusetts driving record, under her 
previously used name, Kendra Hicks, shows multiple 
violations and sanctions, including driving a vehicle 
in Dorchester without registration in 2010.

The report said Lara will be summonsed to appear 
at the Boston Municipal Court’s West Roxbury Divi-
sion to face charges of operating a motor vehicle after 
suspension, operating an unregistered motor vehicle, 
and operating an uninsured motor vehicle.

South Boston man charged
with Feb. 18 murder in Dot
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Red Line to feature buses in mid-July

Fraud charges for adult woman who posed as high school student

The rest of July will 
see service changes on 
the Red and Orange 
subway lines, as well as 
the Kingston, Middlebor-
ough, Greenbush, and 
Worcester commuter rail 
lines, so that crews can 
work on track upgrades.

Specifically as to the 
Red Line, the MBTA is 
planning on completing 
critical rail and tie re-
placement that will alle-

viate speed restrictions 
through what are known 
as “slow zones.”

Buses will substitute 
for the evening trains 
between JFK/UMass and 
North Quincy Stations, 
beginning around 8:45 
p.m. on July 11 to July 12, 
and on July 20. Similarly, 
shuttle buses will stand 
in for weekday trains 
between JFK/UMass 
and Braintree stations, 

starting at 8:45 p.m. on 
July 21 and during the 
weekend of July 22-23. 

Accessible shuttle bus 
services will also be of-
fered for the commuter 
rail lines running ad-
jacent to the Red Line 
– Kingston, Middlebor-
ough, and Greenbush 
Commuter Rail Lines – 
that stop at JFK/UMass. 
Evening weekday trains 
between South Station 

and Braintree will be 
replaced by buses after 
7:30 p.m. from June 10 
to June 14 and from July 
17 to July 21, as well as 
during the weekend of 
July 22-23. 

Additionally, there will 
be an express shuttle 
service operating be-
tween South Station and 
Braintree Station. 
– CASSIDY McNEELEY

By suEvon lEE
wBur rEportEr
An adult woman who 

allegedly used false iden-
tification and paperwork 
to enroll as a student in 
three Boston high schools 
this academic year has 
been charged with docu-
ment forgery and identity 
fraud, according to a copy 
of the criminal complaint 
obtained by WBUR.

The suspect has been 
identified as Shelby 
Hewitt, 32, of Canton. 
A warrant for her arrest 
was requested in the 
application for criminal 
complaint filed on Tues., 
June 29. 

The criminal com-
plaint, filed in the West 
Roxbury division of Bos-
ton Municipal Court, 
came a week after Boston 
school superintendent 
Mary Skipper notified 
families by letter that an 
adult woman had falsely 
registered as a student 
at three schools during 
various points in the 
2022-2023 school year.

Hewitt attended Jere-
miah Burke High School, 
Brighton High School, 
and English High School, 
“utilizing the student 
transfer process and 
enrolling under multiple 
pseudonyms,” Skipper 
said.

The complaint offered 
no motive for Hewitt’s 
actions. Max Baker, a 
spokesman for Boston 
Public Schools, said last 

Wednesday that the dis-
trict is “not commenting 
further.”

Hewitt was a social 
worker at the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Children and Families 
up until February, a 
DCF spokeswoman said 
last week. She was first 
employed by the agency 
in 2016.

At a Boston school 
committee meeting last 
week, Skipper said any 
additional updates would 
be provided “if relevant 
information becomes 
available.” Her letter 
to families assured that 
school staff had not 
“identified any incidents 
of harm to students or 
staff” as the result of 
Hewitt’s actions.

“I’m deeply troubled 
that an adult would 
breach the trust of our 
school communities by 
posing as a student,” 
the superintendent told 
school committee mem-
bers at a June 21 meeting. 
She commended BPS 
school staff for flagging 
the case to police as 
soon as they “identified 
irregularities with the 
student’s enrollment.

“With any major inci-
dent we will continue to 
review all of our systems 
and processes to make 
sure that what we did was 
correct,” Skipper said.

According to the com-
plaint, detectives execut-
ed a search warrant at 

an apartment in Jamaica 
Plain on June 15, the 
day after police were 
summoned to English 
High, the school Hewitt 
most recently attended 
and where irregularities 
in her enrollment paper-
work were first noticed.

During their search 
of the residence, police 
found several documents 
that consisted of “falsely 
made, altered, or forged” 
documents from Lowell 
Juvenile Court and the 
Department of Children 
and Families, according 
to the complaint. Hewitt 
apparently used two 
aliases to gain entry into 
the school system, the 
initials for which were 
“DBH” and “EAH.”

An individual inter-
viewed at Lowell Juvenile 
Court told detectives she 
did not know Hewitt and 
had not given her permis-
sion to use her name on 
a forged document, the 

complaint states. It’s not 
clear how this person is 
connected to the court 
system.

Hewitt also allegedly 
falsified DCF paperwork 
to represent that “DBH” 
and “EAH” were in DCF 
custody status. The docu-
ments were signed using 
the name of a non-ex-
istent DCF employee, 
according to the com-
plaint. Hewitt allegedly 
used these documents to 
help enroll her in Boston 
Public Schools.

At Engl ish High, 
Hewitt apparently went 
by the name “Ellie Ales-
sandra Blake,” according 
to the complaint. Head of 
school Caitlyn Murphy 
could not be reached for 
comment.

A DCF spokeswoman 
said last week that the 
agency is “working in col-
laboration with the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office in 
this matter” but declined 

to comment beyond that.
The case has made 

national headlines and 
led to speculation as to 
Hewitt’s reason for im-
personating a high school 
student. Students at the 
Jeremiah Burke shared 
with the Boston Globe 
some odd behaviors and 
remarks made by Hewitt 
during the time she was 
there.

“It’s extremely dis-
turbing,” Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu said Mon-
day on WBUR’s Radio 
Boston. “If someone told 
me that an adult, many 
decades removed from 
being in some of these 
age-appropriate settings 
was back in school, it’s 
concerning.”

Amilcar Silva, the head 
of school at the Burke — 
where Hewitt enrolled in 
September — declined 
to comment, citing the 
police investigation.

In the initial redacted 

incident report,  a box for 
“human trafficking” was 
checked off but no further 
detail was provided. The 
Boston Police Human 
Trafficking Unit, Boston 
Police Internet Crimes 
Against Children Unit, 
and the Massachusetts 
State Police High-Risk 
Victims Unit all took part 
in the June 15 search of 
the Jamaica Plain resi-
dence, according to the 
complaint.

In addition to Hewitt, 
two other individuals are 
named in the complaint: 
John A. Smith and Rebec-
ca L. Bernat, both 48, of 
Jamaica Plain. They were 
apparently involved in ef-
forts to withdraw Hewitt 
from English High, say-
ing she was bullied. That 
initially set off school 
administrators’ suspi-
cions and further digging 
into Hewitt’s enrollment 
paperwork, leading to the 
police investigation.
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Dot’s Mary Whalen, a State 
House guide, has logged 5,000 
hours of history lessons
demic timeout, which 
shut down public access 
to the building for rough-
ly two years, Whalen has 
been greeting and taking 
residents and tourists 
across the marble-floored 
State House for 18 years.

The capitol building 
hosts 90,000 visitors a 
year on tours that are 
free and last roughly 40 
minutes.

Ever the teacher, Wha-
len often ends the tour 
by noting that all the 

guests received an “A+” 
and there would be 

no homework to do. 
“I get a positive reac-
tion from that,” she 
quipped while sitting in 
the State House’s Great 
Hall, where Galvin’s 
office had put together 
a luncheon to honor her 
volunteering efforts.

Her favorite parts of 
Massachusetts history 
are the Revolutionary 
War and the early years of 
statehood that followed. 
“Because so much of our 
history fits into that par-
ticular area,” she said. “I 
am so awed. People will 
say, ‘My goodness, all 
the tours you’ve given, 
it must get so boring.’ 
Never. Never does it get 
boring.”\

Born in 1935, Whalen 
has lived on Dorchester 
Avenue in Fields Corner 
her whole life. A Reporter 
profile in 2015 noted that 
she has an illustrated 
alphabet board, framed 
and covered in glass, 
above her fireplace, with 
the “R” standing for 
“Revolutionary Soldier” 
and the “W” for “The 
Washington.” She is a 
graduate of Boston Col-
lege and Boston State 
College.

In the summertime, 
she hands over her duties 

to teenagers, who step in 
as volunteers. Whalen, 
who occupies her time 
helping to administer law 
school exams, returns 
to Beacon Hill with the 
other adult volunteers 
after Labor Day.

Galvin said the State 
House tours program 
“wouldn’t be possible 
without volunteers” like 
Whalen. He expressed 
gratitude for her “un-
heard of” 5,000 hours of 
service

“When the building 
was closed due to the 
pandemic, many of our 
Doric Docents chose to 
take a well-deserved 
retirement from their 
service as tour guides,” 
he said. “We were lucky 
to have Ms. Whalen re-
turn enthusiastically and 
selflessly give our visitors 
even more of her time.”

(Continued from  page 1)

 

 

 
 

 

Got Yearbooks?  
Got Photos? 
The Dorchester Historical Society 
welcomes donations of high school 
yearbooks and school photographs 
from Dorchester’s past.  
Tell us what you’ve got at 
info@dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org. 

NOTE: The 1661 James Blake House (735 
Columbia Road) and the 1806 William Clapp 
House (195 Boston Street) are now open for 
tours on the third Sunday of the month, from 
11am to 3pm. Come visit! 

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org 

In 2018 Mary Whelan 
was honored for her 
service as a State House 
volunteer.
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Register today to make  
a generational impact. 

What kind of future do you want to see? To get there, 

we must gather collectively, and build ideas to secure 

intergenerational justice. Commit to thriving together 

by registering for the 114th NAACP National Convention. 

REGISTER NOW AT NAACP.ORG/CONVENTION

NAACP National Convention  |  July 26-August 1 
Boston Convention & Exhibition Center

3WEEKS
TO GO!
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spEcial to thE rEportEr
Since the advent of pan-

demic, residents at the Boston 
Home, an assisted living facil-
ity on Dorchester Ave. at Gal-
livan Blvd., have struggled to 
participate in outings because 
of a lack of wheelchair trans-
portation options. But over the 
last year, the Home’s activities 
team has worked with vari-
ous Dorchester businesses to 
reconnect its residents to the 
local community.

“Prior to the pandemic we 
had a very popular outings pro-
gram where residents could go 
to concerts, restaurants, per-
formances, plays, things like 
that,” said Victoria Stevens, a 
spokesperson for the Boston 
Home. “Since the pandemic, 
transportation for people who 
use power wheelchairs has be-
come much more challenging.”

Most long-term care facilities 
stopped doing outings as Covid 
limitations were put in place, 
so without a steady demand 
for transportation, contractors 
went looking for other work. 

The facility, founded in 1881 
for adults with advanced multi-
ple sclerosis and other progres-
sive neurological disorders, 
aims to help its 96 residents, 
all of whom use manual or 
motorized wheelchairs, live 
as independently as possible.  
They have full access to the 
building and campus grounds, 
including bedrooms, a wheel-
chair enhancement center, a 
rehabilitation program, and 

an art gallery. 
Also located on campus are 

the Harmon Apartments, 
which are affordable, fully 
accessible settings for disabled 
adults who are welcomed to 
participate in activities within 
the home and in group outings.

While Stevens and staff 
members hope to see Covid-af-
fected programs resume, there 
are also looking to set up out-
ings on their own. But without 
vans, residents are left to rely 
on their wheelchairs, which are 
battery-operated and only go a 
few miles per hour, so any lo-
cations they hope to visit must 
be nearby. Luckily, several local 
businesses such as the Bow-
ery, Navarra, Bread, Tavolo, 
and American Provisions, are 
restaurants that are accessible 
and welcoming. 

Boston Home resident Anne 
Betschart appreciates the work 
that these businesses and the 
activity staff have put into 
scheduling outings. “They 
take advance planning and the 
activity department has made 
sure that the restaurant can 
handle the group. These are 
big wheelchairs, so we need 
physical space and room to 
move around the restaurant.” 

Even if a restaurant building 
is wheelchair accessible, that 
does not necessarily mean it 
is practical for larger power 
wheelchairs, said the Home’s 
Stevens.  “A wheelchair might 
be able to get into that building 
but can it navigate between the 
tables? Can you easily pull up 

and position yourself so that 
you can reach everything at 
the table? Are you able to order 
the food to be brought to you 
the way you need it?” 

She explained that accessibil-
ity is also about having servers 
who can properly position food 
and drinks for the residents to 
enjoy. For example, appetizers 
are served on individual plates 
so that the residents can reach 
them without difficulty.  

Kerry Donahue, the Boston 
Home’s activities director, 
has noticed that visiting these 
restaurants has had a posi-
tive impact on the resident’s 
mental health. “Their quality 
of life has just improved, they 
become more social, and they 
become more confident,” said 
Donahue. “Being able to do this 
just gives them that extra free-
dom. You go out with friends 
and socialize; it’s something 
that we just take for granted.” 

Brian Costello is another 
Boston Home resident who 
loves to hit the streets of 
Dorchester. He visits the 
Dunkin’ at Carney Hospital 
every Sunday and says that 
the Lower Mills Tavern “bends 
over backward just to make 
sure we’re comfortable.”

While experiences within 
these restaurants have been 
great, the travel to and from 
them in their chairs presents 
another challenge: the con-
ditions of the sidewalks in 
Dorchester, many of which are 
scarred with cracks and divots, 
and the weather. 

When visiting local restau-
rants, residents work their way 
down toward the Bowery in 
Lower Mills or up the avenue 
to Ashmont Station. “The side-
walks are paved but the tree 
roots are dislodging them,” 
said Betschart. “It’s pretty 
treacherous –‘the mean streets 
of Dot Ave’ is what we call it.”

Those issues make it difficult 
for residents to go out on their 

own without an activity assis-
tant. “It makes it easier if we 
go,” said Donahue, “because if 
they need to be repositioned or 
something happens with their 
chair, we can help them. It be-
comes painful if they’re going 
over those bumps.” 

Donahue and Stevens noted 
that they plan to speak with 
city lawmakers and ask for 
fixes to sidewalk conditions.

Residents at the Boston Home
take on challenges of eating out

Boston Home resident Brian Costello, center, with the director 
of communication Victoria Stevens, left, and activity director 
Kerry Donahue.  Cassidy McNeeley photo 

2023 CITY OF BOSTON UPDATED
YARD WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE
Due to the state’s closure of the Sumner Tunnel, yard waste will be
collected on Saturdays only during July and August in all Boston
neighborhoods. The regular collection schedule will resume in
September. To learn more please visit boston.gov/yard-waste
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Fairfield University 
announces local 2023 
graduates

The following Fairfield 
University students from 
Dorchester graduated 
from Fairfield University 
this past May, 2023. 

• H a i l e y  J o h n -
s t o n ,  D o r c h e s t e r 
•Devin Kelley, Dorches-
ter

At the time of grad-
uation, a student must 
have earned a minimum 
of 120 credits and com-
pleted at least 38 three- or 
four-credit courses, de-
pending on the course of 
study, and have an overall 
grade point average of 

2.0 or better at the con-
clusion of the senior year. 

Fairfield University 
Congratulates Spring 
2023 Dean’s List 

The following Fairfield 
University student(s) 
from Dorchester received 
Dean’s List Honors for 
the Spring 2023 semes-
ter. 

•Hailey Johnston 
•Brianna Gomez Pena 
•Kaitlyn E. Murphy 
•Rylie A. Kelley

Students must have 
completed a minimum 
of 12 credit hours in a 
semester, have no out-
standing or incomplete 

grades for that semes-
ter, and have attained 
a semester grade point 
average of 3.50 or better.

Vicktor Gabriel Wil-
liams Barros named to 
Husson University’s 
Honors List

Dorchester resident 
Vicktor Gabriel Williams 
Barros has been named 
to Husson University’s 
(Maine) Honors List 
for the Spring 2023 se-
mester.

During the spring se-
mester, Williams Bar-
ros was enrolled in 

Husson’s  Bache lor 
of Science in sport 
management program.

Students who make 
the Honors List must be 
enrolled as an under-
graduate student, carry 
a full-time load of 12 
credit hours, complete 
all attempted cours-
es in the time allotted 
for the semester, and 
achieve a 3.40 to 3.59 
semester grade-point 
average. Credits from 
pass/fail classes do not 
qualify toward meeting 
the minimum credit hour 
requirement.

Dustin C. Sarnoski has 
been named the new chair 
of the board of trustees 
for St. Mary’s Center 
for Women and Children 

on Dorchester’s Jones 
Hill. The multi-service, 
nonprofit organization 
works collaboratively 
with hundreds of families 
experiencing homeless-
ness and poverty.

Sarnoski is the head 
of Global Realty at State 
Street Corp. and presi-
dent of SSB Realty, LLC. 
He joined State Street in 
2007 and is responsible 
for the organization’s 
6 million-square-foot 
operational real estate 
portfolio, consisting of 
office space and data 
centers.  Sarnoski’s real 

estate team operates in 
25 countries and con-
sists of approximately 
70 direct staff and more 
than 3,000 contractors 
worldwide. 

“Dustin brings firm 
leadership to our board of 
trustees, and the commit-
ment and compassion he 
has shown for St. Mary’s 
Center’s families in his 18 
months as a board mem-
ber is remarkable,” said 
Alexis Steel, the center’s 
president. “As we embark 
on a transformative new 
chapter, Dustin’s proven 
expertise in real estate 
and law, as well as his 
passion for social justice 
for families, will be crit-
ical in guiding us toward 
the future of the agency.”

For his part, Sarnoski 
called the center’s mis-
sion “deeply meaningful 
to me, and to be selected 
to serve as the board chair 
is an incredible honor. It 
is an exciting time to be 
leading the board,” he 
said.”

Sarnoski, a Melrose 
resident, received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in 
Chemistry from Amherst 
College and a JD with 
a concentration in En-
vironmental Law from 
Vermont Law School.  

  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

Collegiate Girls Softball
The Boston Collegiate Charter School Girls’ Softball team won the MCSAO Championships this year, 
something the squad hasn’t done since 2017. The team also earned a spot in the Division 5 State Tour-
nament, but lost in the opening round to McCann Tech.Girl Scouts of Eastern 

Massachusetts (GSE-
MA) has elected Pamela 
O’Leary of Dorchester to 
the Board Nominating 
and Development Com-
mittee.

O’Leary is a lead 
account manager for 
National Grid and has 
worked in the utility 
industry for 33 years, 
with responsibilities for 
scheduling and delivery 
on construction installa-
tions, infrastructure relo-
cations, and related work 
required to provide safe, 
affordable, clean, and 
reliable energy to larger 
commercial/ industrial 

customers within the 
Boston territory.  

She received her bach-
elor’s in management 
and teaching degree from 
Regis College.

Eastern Mass. 
Girl Scouts tap Dot’s 
O’Leary for board

Pamela O’Leary
National Grid manager

Nazaire Nzikoba, a 
nurse practioner at Whit-
ter Street Health Center, 
will be presented with the 
2023 President’s Award 

during a June 23 ceremo-
ny. A member of the Whit-
tier team since December 
of 2010, Nzikoba recently 
completed his graduate 

degree in nursing and 
subsequently passed the 
Nurse Practitioner Board 
examinations.

“Throughout his 13 
years of service at Whitter, 
Nazaire has consistently 
exemplified the core val-
ues of our organization 
and a deep commitment 
to our vision and mis-
sion,” said Frederica M. 
Williams, president and 
CEO of Whittier Street 
Health Center. “He is a 
calm, competent, com-
passionate, and caring 
provider whose service 
and accomplishments 
are highly regarded by 
staff, patients, and the 
communities we serve.”

Nazaire Nzikoba 
Reflects “core values”

The Yesteryear Archive feature will return next week.

A new board chair 
for St. Mary’s Center

A capital campaign is 
underway to build the 
African Experience at 
Franklin Park Zoo by 
updating the African 
Penguin Coast and the 
African Savanna habi-
tats.

The $16 million proj-
ect, when completed, will 
be a feature of the con-
tinuing transformation 
of Franklin Park Zoo as 
the habitats – marking 
the return of these tem-
perate climate living 
species to the zoo for the 
first time in more than 
50 years – will connect 
guests with Zoo New 
England’s conservation 
mission as they enter 
the park. To date, $13.5 
million has been raised 
in the campaign for this 
project, which is expected 
to open in summer 2025. 

“This experience is un-
like any other at Franklin 
Park Zoo, and I could 
not be more excited to 
provide an opportunity 
for guests to better appre-
ciate, and understand, 
these iconic birds,” said 
John Linehan, Zoo New 

England’s president and 
CEO. “With the rapid loss 
of biodiversity across our 
planet, our conservation 
mission is more import-
ant than ever before. 
These new experiences 
will connect guests of all 
ages to incredible wildlife 
and to the critical role 
we all play in preserving 
and maintaining healthy 
ecosystems.”

African penguins are 

found in large colonies 
along the rocky south-
western coast of Africa 
from Namibia to Port 
Elizabeth in South Afri-
ca. The African Savan-
nah habitat, home to 
Hartmann’s mountain 
zebras, wildebeests, and 
ostriches will undergo a 
dramatic expansion. A 
watering hole, a place 
where different species 
would naturally congre-

gate and share space in 
the wild, will be added. 
New containment moats 
will allow for unobstruct-
ed viewing of these fasci-
nating animals and their 
social interactions.

Torre Design Consor-
tium is the lead architect 
and design firm for this 
project. 

— REPORTER STAFF

Dustin C. Sarnoski
Expertise cited

Franklin Park Zoo in fund drive
to update African Penguin habitats

A rendering of the African Penguin Coast exhibit that is planned to open in 
Franklin Park Zoo in 2025. The African Penguins have not been in the Zoo for 
more than 50 years.  Rendering courtesy Torre Design Consortium

Students in the News
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Mukiya Baker-Gomez, who played pivotal roles in 
Boston political campaigns for five decades, died of a 

heart attack on June 10 at age 
74. She was mourned during a 
memorial service and wake held 
on June 21 in Roxbury at the 
Twelfth Baptist Church.

In recent years, Mrs. Bak-
er-Gomez lived in Hyde Park, 
but she was a past resident of 
Roxbury and Mattapan. She was 
active in the campaigns of many 
leaders over the years, including 
her close friend, former State 
Sen. Dianne Wilkerson, former 
City Councillor Charles Yancey, 

the late Councillor Chuck Turner, and the late state 
Rep. Mel King, among others.

She was a Boston Public School graduate and BPS 
parent who was a strong proponent of reform within 
the public school system. Last February, she wrote 
an op-ed in the Reporter calling for an immediate 
return to an elected school committee, noting that 
a large majority of Boston voters had supported a 
resolution on the 2021 municipal ballot to do just 
that. “It’s time to move on from the 30-year failed 
experiment,” she asserted.  The school board has 
been appointed by the mayor since 1991.

Mrs. Baker-Gomez leaves her husband, Kevin 
Gomez, their children Talisha and Kenyatta; her 
five siblings and four grandchildren.

– BILL FORRY
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Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Mayor Wu recently said that crime in Boston 
mostly occurs in five percent of selected street tracks 
in the city. She went on to say that the city would 
focus its crime strategy around the five percent with 
events being planned by faith-based organizations 
and nonprofits. This feel-good strategy does not 
do anything to change the needs of the people who 
commit the crimes. 

The criminals are not going to church or the YMCA 
or Boys/Girls clubs. They’re hanging on the corners 
and in the parks and getting high and trying to figure 
out a way to get money because most do not have a 
trade or education to secure employment and have 
given up. They cannot afford the high rents, cannot 
live in public housing, and have become used to living 
on the fringes on couches and out of sight.

One out of four households in this country have 
no father in the home. In communities of color, that 
figure is dramatically higher. Most young men of color 
learn manhood in the streets and in our prisons. Our 
prisons teach them how to survive with no morals, 
just that the strong survive.

Mayor Wu must address this lack of fatherhood 
learning if she hopes to change behavior. Faith 
leaders and nonprofit leaders already know that the 
criminals are not coming to them for direction. They 
want them but have no attraction. Parole officers 
and other controlling authorities cannot force them 
to participate in most programs, so they wait until 
they violate some rule or other and then return them 
to prison or they pick up a new charge and return 
based on bad decisions, most often ones based on the 
need for food and shelter and drugs.

This is why a Learning Academy is needed. We have 
to teach, train, and mentor. In each of the selected 
areas where the five percent is located there are in-
fluencers who live there and who young people look 
to out of fear or respect. When they see these influ-
encers changing behavior, they notice and sometimes 
emulate what they see. The former drug dealers and 
stickup men are the ones younger people try to be 
like. These are the people who change communities.

Benjamin Thompson
Codman Square

Bostonians need more than
a feel-good strategy on crime

By clEmEntina m. chéry
spEcial to thE rEportEr

Are those fireworks or gunshots? As Independence 
Day approaches, the nights are filled with noises that 
leave the city on edge. For me and many survivors 
of homicide victims, those sounds re-traumatize us.

Recently, while discussing the narrative that there 
is an uptick in violence during the summer, I thought 
about the years that I’ve heard the phrase: “Watch 
out! It’s going to be a “hot summer,” an implication 
that violence and homicide spike dramatically during 
those months, with no prescription for peace.

This narrative saddens and angers me and re-trig-
gers many of us in the survivor community. 

From January to May 2022, the Louis D. Brown 
Peace Institute’s Survivor Outreach Services (SOS) 
assisted 11 families in the city of Boston. During the 
summer months (June - August 2022), the SOS team 
assisted 10 families. Yet, during the post-summer 
months (September - December 2022), we assisted 
21 families.

Where were the headlines about the resources and 
support for families in the winter, which were statis-
tically more violent in the city? We are a culture that 
responds crisis by crisis, not by what people actually 
need. Violence must be

addressed all year long, not just during the summer. 
Every single life taken by violence is a major loss, 

and with every homicide, there are at least ten peo-

ple directly impacted. Survivorship is ongoing and 
grows exponentially, and survivors’ needs for support 
change year-round. It’s important that we face this 
issue even when rates seem “down” - by instilling 
the value of peace and investing in the tools and 
responses that we know work. 

To survivors of homicide victims and their families: 
during the upcoming holiday and summer months, 
remember that healing is a journey, not a destination. 
At the Louis D. Brown Peace Institute, we encour-
age mindfulness practices and Peace Play in Urban 
Settings to take care of yourselves. Understand your 
triggers and tap into the tools you have to help you 
regain control. Some things we recommend:

Write your feelings in a journal every day. Writing 
about your experiences allows you to release some 
of your emotions.

Give your mind a break and release from thoughts 
and emotions through stillness. At night, when those 
fireworks cause me to swell with rage and fear, I’ve 
learned to turn on the sounds of rain and breathe 
slowly and deeply. I meditate on the Principles of 
Peace until I fall asleep.

Stay connected to the people and communities 
that keep you grounded and calm, and remember 
that you’re the architect of your own inner healing.

Chaplain Clementina M. Chéry is the President and 
CEO of the Louis D. Brown Peace Institute.

Challenging the ‘hot summer’
chapter in the city narrative

To the Editor:
Our fundamental freedoms are being attacked by 

the Supreme Court. The partisan right-wing ma-
jority on the bench has gutted voting rights, opened 
the floodgates to unlimited corporate money in our 
elections, struck down gun safety laws and affirma-
tive action in university admissions, and limited the 
government’s ability to protect our air and water.  
In the year since the majority justices they over-
turned Roe v. Wade, abortion has been effective-
ly banned (with extremely limited exceptions) 
in fourteen states, meaning that nearly 1 in 3 
Americans have lost access to abortion care.  

This year, the court overturned access to clean water 
and student debt relief for millions of middle and 
low-income borrowers. They’ve set the precedent 
of overturning policies simply because they were 
enacted by Democratic presidents. 

This can’t go on. We need to move away 
from these types of extremely partisan rul-
ings and restore the legitimacy of the court. 
Congress has a constitutional duty to serve as a 
check on the Supreme Court and restore faith in our 
judicial system. It’s time they act before it’s too late. 

Anthony Curioso 
Dorchester

Congress must check radical top court

Longtime political aide, activist
Mukiya Baker-Gomez dead at 74

Mukiya 
Baker-Gomez

When NAACP delegates from all over the country 
arrive in Boston for the 114th annual convention in 
late July, the theme will be “Thriving Together,” but 
the vibe will be all-inclusive. Most events will take 
place from July 26 to Aug. 1 in the Seaport at the 
Boston Convention and Exhibition Center (BCEC), 
but officials at a kick-off press conference on June 27 
stressed that the conference is for everybody.

“We need to have Boston show up,” said Michael 
Curry, former director of the NAACP Boston branch. 
“If people show up it’s because today you walk out of 
here and decide to bring people with you…Let there 
not be one aspect of this city that does not get an 
invitation to come to the Seaport to be part of this 
convention.”

Dorchester’s The Davis Systems will coordinate a 
large community Day of Action project in Dorchester 
and Mattapan on July 22. That will be in coordination 
with leaders from the NAACP, Main Streets Districts, 
community organizations, and the city’s Office of 
Neighborhood Services.

During the convention, the Hub in the Seaport’s 
BCEC will function as an open door to these com-
munities and businesses in Boston, according to 
Tanisha Sullivan, the current NAACP Boston branch 
president. She noted they have received nearly $4 
million in support from government and corporate 
leadership locally – with a $2 million state budget 
earmark ushered in by Mattapan state Rep. Russell 
Holmes and pushed through by House Speaker Ron 
Mariano and Ways and Means Chair Aaron Michle-
witz, all of whom attended last Tuesday’s kick-off.

“We’re just getting started,” Sullivan said. “This 
convention will make a difference in this city. We will 
be changed forever for the better. There are too many 
folks counting on us…I want to echo the invitation 
and invite everyone to join us.”

The Hub will be host to a career summit on July 
28, and a concert that Friday night by DJ Jazzy Jeff, 
as well as GospelFest held on Sunday headlined by 
Fred Hammond. 

Martha Sheridan, head of the private sector com-
pany that markets the city, Meet Boston, said they 
predict “well in excess of $10 million in direct spend-
ing” from the convention being held here.

The NAACP held its second annual convention at 
Boston’s Park Street Church in 1911. Boston hosted 
another convention in 1982.

Curry noted that for some time he had been calling 
on the organization to come back to Boston where 
the first “chartered” branch of the organization still 
stands strong. While the leadership had been dis-
cussing Nashville as the destination in 2020, Curry 
made a convincing case, and others stepped up to 
make sure subsidies were available to make hotels 
and amenities affordable. Once the affordability 
aspect was solved by local leadership, he said, his 
other reason for pushing the convention here could 
be revealed.

“I think when conventions come to cities and 
states, they require us to dig into our history,” he 
said. “We need to now revisit that history to give us 
momentum for all the conversations we’re having 
about reparations, about criminal justice, housing, 
education, and you get a sense of pride…Courage 
will not skip this generation.”

– Seth Daniel

Come one, come all
to our convention,
say NAACP leaders
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“I AM IN 
 CONTROL  

637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 
(617) 822-8271  |  CODMAN.ORG/XCLINIC

DO YOU WANT  
EASY ACCESS  
TO WALK-INWALK-IN  
STD TESTING?
Codman Square  
Health Center’s 
X-Clinic makes 
taking care of 
your sexual health 
simple. Just walk 
in, call, or scan 
to request an 
appointment.

OF MY OWN 
SEXUAL HEALTH.  
PERIOD. FULL STOP.” 

$275 
21 ¼ X 36 ¼ 

21 ¼x40¼ 

18 ¼x44 ¼ 19 ¼x44¼ 21 ¼ x44¼ 

19 ¼ X 48 ¼ 21 ¼ x48 ¼ 

18 ¼ X 52 ¼ 19 ¼ X 52 ¼ 21 ¼ X 52 ¼ 

18 ¼ X 56 ¼ 21 ¼ X 56 ¼ 

18 ¼ X 60 ¼ 21 ¼ X 60 ¼ 

18 ¼ X 64 ¼ 21 ¼ X 64 ¼ 

1555 Series Vinyl 
Replacement Windows  

each! $275 each!
23 ¼ X 36 ¼ 27 ¼x 36 ¼ 30 ¼ X 36 ¼ 33 ¼ X 36 ¼ 

23 ¼x40 ¼ 27 ¼x40¼ 30¼ x40 ¼ 33 ¼ X 40 ¼ 

23 ¼x44 ¼ 27 ¼x44¼ 30¼ x44¼ 33 ¼ X 44 ¼ 35 ¼x44¼ 

23 ¼ x48 ¼ 27 ¼x48 ¼ 30¼ x48 ¼ 33 ¼ X 48 ¼ 35 ¼ X 48 ¼ 

23 ¼ X 52 ¼ 27 ¼ X 52 ¼ 30 ¼ X 52 ¼ 33 ¼ X 52 ¼ 39 ¼ X 52 ¼ 

23 ¼ X 56 ¼ 27 ¼x 56 ¼ 30 ¼ X 56 ¼ 33 ¼ X 56 ¼ 35 ¼ X 56 ¼ 39 ¼ X 56 ¼ 

23 ¼ X 60 ¼ 27 ¼x 60¼ 30 ¼ X 60 ¼ 31 ¼ X 60 ¼ 33 ¼ X 60 ¼ 35 ¼ X 60 ¼ 39 ¼ X 60 ¼ 

23 ¼ X 64 ¼ 27 ¼x 64¼ 30¼ X 64¼ 33 ¼ X 64 ¼ 39 ¼ X 64 ¼ 

41 Hallet Street, Dorchester (617) 282-6900 

Education nonprofit sends 
grants aimed at literacy to 
Dorchester, Mattapan schools

the Boston City Charter 
places the authority to 
contract with municipal 
unions solely with the 
Administration, and not 
in the purview of the 
Council.” 

At a related event last 
week in West Roxbury, 
Wu told reporters that 
her administration is ne-
gotiating a contract with 
the municipal security 
officers, noting  that the 
budget isn’t the venue 
to determine salary in-
creases. 

During the  Wednesday 
debate, which stretched 
into the evening hours, 
Roxbury Councillor Ta-
nia Fernandes Anderson, 
chair of the Council’s 
budget-writing Ways and 
Means Committee, pro-
posed that the money for 
municipal officers come 
from the Boston Police 
Department’s budget.

T h a t  p r o m p t e d 
Dorchester Councillor 
Frank Baker to sug-
gest a rewrite, with the 
$584,000 coming from 
municipal officers’ over-
time budget instead. 
Earlier in the meeting, he 
angrily protested against 
the money coming from 
the BPD, and said coun-
cillors were acting like 
pigs.

After proposing his 
rewrite, he added, “I’m 

not a lawyer, I’m not 
whatever.”

Fernandes Anderson, 
who ultimately agreed 
to Baker’s amendment, 
defended her work and 
noted that Baker was 
not reprimanded by City 
Council President Ed 
Flynn for calling coun-
cillors “pigs.” She also 
said that she has received 
verbal abuse and death 
threats in the last few 
weeks after proposing to 
cut the police budget by 
tens of millions of dollars.

The other overrides 
failed because they did 
not get the eight votes 
required, as progressives 
were divided over the 
proposals, and moderates 
and conservatives were 
united in opposition.

Before the 2021 expan-
sion of their budgetary 

powers, councillors could 
only approve, reject, or 
reduce whatever the 
mayor proposed. Now 
they can amend the 
budget, but any addi-
tions must be offset by 
a reduction somewhere 
else. Vast swathes remain 
untouchable, including 
$1.4 billion for public 
schools and fixed costs 
such as pensions and 
debt service, according 
to independent budget 
analysts. That left $1.8 
billion in accounts for 
councillors to amend 
in the fiscal year 2024 
budget, according to the 
Boston Municipal Re-
search Bureau.

Fernandes Anderson 
first proposed cutting 
$75 million in amend-
ments, with more than 
$40 million coming from 
Boston Police accounts. 
That eventually shrank 
to $53 million, with a 
$31 million cut to police, 
before councillors voted 
to send their changes to 
Wu’s desk. The proposal 
also cut from accounts 
for public libraries and 
veterans.

Days later, Wu rejected 
many of the changes, 
calling the cut to police 
“illusory” because city 
officials are “obligated to 
cover salary and overtime 
expenses incurred by the 
department.” The ad-

ministration has pursued 
reforms through police 
contract negotiations, 
but public safety unions 
have historically resisted 
attempts at reform and 
continue to do so.

A similar budget fight 
played out in 2022, the 
first year that councillors 
had the expanded pow-
ers, when they sought 
to cut police overtime 
despite the law calling 

for it to be paid out. Wu 
vetoed that effort as well, 
saying it was a “false 
reduction.”

On Wednesday, as the 
debate was getting un-
derway, Fernandes An-
derson asked colleagues 
and constituents to re-
frain from using violent 
language and coordinat-
ing with police officers in 
response to the proposed 
cuts.

“I’d like to remind 
the public I am just a 
regular person,” said the 
Council’s first Muslim 
American.

Referring to the vari-
ous disagreements coun-
cillors have had over the 
last two years, she said, 
“some people are more 
conservative and some 
are more progressive, 
that’s all.”

Wu’s $4.2b budget now in effect; one override remains in dispute
(Continued from  page 1)

The Boston Schools 
Fund, a non-profit or-
ganization that seeks 
to advance educational 
equity in Boston, has an-
nounced a second round 
of funding as part of 
its $2.3 million PEAK 
Grants (Partnering with 
Educators to Accelerate 
Knowledge) partnership 
with the Boston Public 
Schools (BPS). 

This allotment is fo-
cused on supporting 
high-quality literacy in-
struction and improving 
student reading out-
comes in support of BPS’s 
Equitable Literacy Ini-
tiative.

The second cohort of 
Peak schools for the 2023-
24 school year will in-
clude three local schools:  
the Mather Elementary 
in Dorchester; the Mil-
dred Avenue K-8 School 
in Mattapan; and the 
Russell Elementary in 
Dorchester.

In the upcoming school 
year, BPS will maintain 
the instructional focus 
on Equitable Literacy 
across all content areas 
to strengthen its multi-
tiered systems of support 
via strong tier 1 instruc-
tion– laying a strong Tier 
1 infrastructure to be-
come a fully inclusive dis-
trict and expand access 
to bilingual/native lan-
guage instruction. This 
work includes a focus on 
the implementation of 
high-quality instruction-

al materials and curricula 
that provide students 
with research-based, 
s t a n d a r d s - a l i g n e d , 
grade-level content that 
includes culturally and 
linguistically sustaining 
practices.

“Improving literacy in-
struction is key to unlock-
ing our students’ full po-
tential,” said Mather Ele-
mentary School Principal 
Hai Son. “The grants will 
enable us to implement 

evidence-based practices 
and enhance our stu-
dents’ reading abilities. 
We are excited about the 
positive impact this will 
have on their educational 
journeys.”

The five aforemen-
tioned schools will join 
the first group, which 
includes Conservatory 
Lab Charter School in 
Dorchester. 

– REPORTER STAFF

Tania Fernandes An-
derson
Cites death threats
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Karin Goodfellow, the city’s 
director of Public Art, con-
firmed that the statue will be 
restored to its former home at 
the intersection of Blue Hill 
Avenue and River Street – at 
least for now.

The intent of the artists, 
Fern Cunningham and Karen 
Eutemey, was to create an 
invisible archway between the 
two statues where Mattapan’s 
past was relaying its history to 
the present and future of Mat-
tapan – which is conveyed with 
a child holding a book and each 
statue having outstretched 
arms toward the other.

The idea of moving them to 
an alternate site nearby— clos-
er to the MBTA station— has 
become a hot potato issue. 
Leading the movement against 
the relocation has been Barba-
ra Crichlow, who was on the 
committee that commissioned 
the statues. While they were 
installed in 2005, the planning 
had gone on for 25 years before, 
she said. 

“I’m hearing the statue is 
going back into place, and I 
hope it does,” said Crichlow. 
“These two statues mean a lot 
to the people on the committee 
and if you look at the history, 
you’ll understand. We really 
had a hard time when the stat-
ue was hit and knocked down, 
and people said they want to 
move it.”

Donna Young, the daughter 
of the owner of a Brigham’s Ice 
Cream store that once occupied 

a retail space in the square, 
said her family did not want 
the statues moved.

“I know moving them would 
not be an option we would be 
happy with given all the hard 
work they put into bringing 
these to life where they’re at,” 
she said.

The Office of Arts and Cul-
ture said there is an opportu-
nity in the interim to replace 
the statue and install lighting 
and landscaping – making 
them more noticeable for now. 
Lighting, protective bollards, 
historical interpretation, and 
other extras were originally 
intended to be included in the 
statue project, but they didn’t 
materialize with the finished 
product.

However, the Boston Trans-
portation Department (BTD) 
wants to convene a serious 
conversation about moving 
the statues – preferably stay-
ing in the Square but sited 
on the commuter plaza long 
River Street, said Charlotte 
Fleetwood of BTD. That would 
happen within the upcoming 
Mattapan Square Re-Design 
that runs in tandem with the 
Blue Hill Avenue Transporta-
tion Action Plan and is several 
years away from construction. 

Part of the issue is that the 
statues are in the way of a new 
left turn for buses, and in the 
way of new pedestrian cross-
ings – as well as multi-modal 
accommodations for bicyclists 
and public transit.

“We are looking at ways to 

make the new intersection 
more pedestrian-friendly and 
more accessible,” Fleetwood 
said, adding that her agency 
believes there is an opportunity 
for a “win-win” where they can 
make the intersection more pe-
destrian friendly, more transit 
friendly, and keep the statues 
in the Square.

“We would not do that 
without discussions with the 
committee and the communi-
ty,” she said. “We want to have 
these discussions and share 
rough ideas.”

She is not alone with that 
thinking. Advocates for moving 
the statues aren’t newcomers 
or out-of-towners, as is some-
times suggested.

Kenya Beaman, a life-long 
resident of Mattapan and a 
city employee with the Boston 
Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA), said she has 
seen the statues but never 
knew anything about the his-
tory. She said she appreciates 
the artists’ intent but would 
like to see them in a more 
accessible placed.

“My personal opinion as 
a resident is I would like to 
see it in a space that’s safe 
where folks can learn about 
the committee, and kids can 
take pictures of them, and field 
trips can learn about them,” 
she said. “My main objective is 
to make sure everyone knows 
about the statue and its mean-
ing. You can’t do that if it’s 
sitting on that small island.”

Mattapan’s Vivian Ortiz 

agreed, saying she has passed 
by the statues on her bicycle 
for years, but never knew about 
them. “I would like to see them 
closer and in a space people can 
enjoy them,” she said, noting 
that it would be great to be able 
to take pictures with them and 
stop to look at them.

Conversely, Muriel Leonard 
said many people use the stat-
ues as landmarks. 

“They are the first things 
you see when you arrive in 
Boston,” she asserted. “I agree 
they should stay because they 
have a kind of presence…If 
they’re moved, you’re going 
to lose the gateway.”

Eutemey, who created one 
of the statues, said if they are 
moved, they must be situated 
to make sure the artist-intent 
is preserved. “That’s part of the 
intention of them,” she said. 
“It’s to convey the passing of 
the history of Mattapan and it 
being received by the present 
and the future.”

She said there is a little girl 
holding a book on one statue, 
and the book contains all the in-

formation generated through-
out the history of Mattapan by 
all of the different peoples who 
lived there. 

She said the history is passed 
on in the sculptures “so we 
don’t forget that history and 
we have that information when 
we make decisions today.”

Crichlow noted that there 
were supposed to be interpre-
tive materials that the state 
never produced. She said the 
misunderstanding about the 
statues is part of the story of 
Mattapan. “We get the short 
end of the stick on a lot of 
projects,” she said. “If they 
were lit up you would have 
all paid attention to them. 
You drive through in the dark 
now and you see nothing…We 
thought we were getting things 
we needed and wanted, and we 
didn’t. Consider that in your 
thoughts when you make these 
decisions.”

A BTD meeting to discuss 
the statues, lighting, and other 
parts of the Mattapan Square 
Re-Design will take place on-
line on July 18.

Mattapan Sq. ‘gateway’ statue to be
repaired; relocation of pair on the table
(Continued from  page 1)

Nếu bạn hoặc người thân đang sa ngã vào cờ bạc, 
hãy truy cập trang mass.gov/Dont-Miss-Out để 
nhận dịch vụ hỗ trợ cá nhân, gia đình và cộng đồng.

Nghiện cờ bạc
có thể khiến bạn bỏ lỡ cơ hội 
trải nghiệm cuộc sống.

One of the statues in Mattapan Square was toppled by a reck-
less driver on May 18. The city is going to repair it and put it 
back on its current site, a decision that has stoked an ongoing 
conversation about moving the statues to a different location 
in the future.  Fatima Ali Salaam photo
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she was one of 160 mem-
bers of the House – chairs 
the Joint Committee on 
Racial Equity and Civil 

and is a member of 
the budget-writing Joint 
Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

In the interview, she 
touted several items that 
she worked to get into 
the Senate version of the 
budget that House and 
Senate lawmakers are 
currently hashing out to 
send as a final version 
to Gov. Healey’s desk, 
though it will be late; the 
new fiscal year started on 
July 1. Lawmakers have 

approved a minibud-
get that funds services 
through the end of July 
as a stopgap measure.

Miranda pointed to a 
$1 million fund now in 
the Senate version that 
is aimed at helping the 
development of nonprofit 
birth centers at a time 
when Massachusetts 
has just one birth center 
in operation. The fund’s 
money would prioritize 
centers that serve areas 
with high rates of mater-
nal and infant mortality. 
Miranda, who pushed 
through the amendment, 
said Black women are 
three times more likely 

to die from pregnancy 
complications than white 
women.

Separately, a bill that 
she filed with East Bos-
ton state Sen. Lydia 
Edwards to spur the 
electrification of the 
Fairmount commuter rail 
line cleared the Trans-
portation Committee in 
June and has moved on 
to the Ways and Means 
Committee. The bill also 
calls for “frequent and 
affordable” service on the 
line, which runs between 
South Station and Read-
ville and has multiple 
stops in Dorchester and 
Mattapan.

Miranda noted that 
with the “slow zones” 
plaguing the Red Line 
and other parts of the 
MBTA, the commuter 
rail lines are seeing an 
increase in passengers, 
since it’s a quick ride to 
where the jobs are down-
town. Electrification of 
the line would shorten 
the commute even fur-
ther, she said, and would 
also reduce air pollution, 
since the current engines 
run on diesel.

Another Miranda bill 
that is in the early stag-
es of making its way 
through Beacon Hill calls 
for a nine-member com-

mission to study repara-
tions in Massachusetts. 
Filed jointly with Mat-
tapan state Rep. Brandy 
Fluker Oakley, the bill 
notes that reparations 
can take multiple forms, 
including compensation, 
care, and services beyond 
monetary payments, and 
public apologies for slav-
ery and racism.

Miranda said that 
while Massachusetts of-
ten touts its abolitionist 
history, the Bay State 
profited from the transat-
lantic slave trade. Higher 
education institutions, 
locally and nationally, 
including Harvard Uni-
versity, have started to 
look into into their ties 
to the slave trade, she 
added. 

“I believe Black people 

are owed at least the 
telling of truth but also 
the reparative justice to 
right the wrongs,” said 
Miranda, who is Cape 
Verdean.

The city of Boston has 
a reparations task force 
underway, with members 
appointed last February 
and recommendations 
to be released next year. 
The town of Amherst, in 
Western Massachusetts, 
has its own panel.

“I believe strongly 
that when we help and 
address issues of systemic 
barriers, it impacts all 
of us,” Miranda said. “It 
helps all of us.”

Material from State 
House News Service was 
used in this report.

(Continued from page 1)

Six months in, Sen. Miranda discusses
maternal health fund, reparations bill

Short circuit cited in ’22 Red Line fatality when door trapped rider
By chris lisinski 

statE housE
nEws sErvicE

A short circuit on a Red 
Line train prevented a 
failsafe from triggering 
and allowed the vehi-
cle to leave the station 
while a passenger was 
trapped in a door, federal 
investigators concluded 
while describing a pair 
of other missteps in the 
fatal incident.

The National Trans-
portation Safety Board 
(NTSB) last Tuesday 
(June 27) deemed the 
short circuit the “proba-
ble cause” of the April 10, 
2022 tragedy that killed 
a man named Robinson 
Lalin.

Red Line trains like 
the one involved in the 
accident are equipped 
with interlock circuits 
that disable propulsion 
if any passenger door 
is open, including if the 
door is blocked. But an 
NTSB investigation of 

the vehicle in question 
found that protruding 
wire strands touching a 
mounting screw created 
a short circuit, effective-
ly allowing the train to 
move before its doors 
fully closed.

“Under normal op-
erating conditions, the 
passenger door interlock 
circuit would have pre-
vented train propulsion 
if a door obstruction was 
detected or the doors 
were open,” the agency 
wrote in a 10-page re-
port. “However, the short 
circuit that bypassed the 
passenger door interlock 
circuit allowed the train 
to proceed even with the 
passenger’s upper body 
obstructing the ... railcar 
doors.”

The agency tested its 
entire Red Line fleet 
within 72 hours of Lalin’s 
death and found no sim-
ilar issues, according to 
the NTSB. An MBTA 
spokesperson said similar 

tests performed on all 
Orange, Blue, and Green 
Line vehicles did not 
identify another  prob-
lem.

Investigators deter-
mined the short circuit 
occurred at some point 
after the master control-
ler was rebuilt in 2017. 
The NTSB said that at 
the time of the accident, 
the MBTA’s preventative 
maintenance did not 
include an inspection 
procedure to examine the 
door interlock circuit’s 
functionality.

After the incident, the 
T updated its mainte-
nance process to include 
testing to ensure trains 
could not begin travel 
while doors were open. 
The agency also imple-
mented a new electrical 
isolation method on the 
relevant terminal boards 
to ensure that “protrud-
ing wires do not uninten-
tionally complete a short 
circuit,” the NTSB wrote.

The report, which 
builds on the NTSB’s pre-
liminary findings issued 
in May 2022, noted that 
Lalin and several other 
passengers boarded a Red 
Line train at Broadway 
Station just before 12:30 
a.m. on April 10, 2022. 
Lalin attempted to disem-
bark while the train was 
departing when the doors 
closed on his “upper body 
on his right side.” He ran 
alongside the train while 
trapped in the door, then 
collided with a wall at the 
end of the platform and 
was killed, the NTSB 
said.

MBTA departure policy 
requires operators to 
stick their heads outside 
of the operating cab and 
make sure the platform 
is clear before departing 
and to check that pilot 
lights are off, which in-
dicates that passenger 
doors have closed, accord-
ing to the report.

The NTSB found that 

the operator of the train 
conducted a visual in-
spection of the platform 
but pulled her head back 
into the cab before the 
pilot lights above the mal-
functioning door turned 
off, “contrary to MBTA 
departure procedures.”

An MBTA spokesper-
son said the operator 
no longer works for the 
T but did not say if the 
operator had resigned or 
was terminated.

The NTSB also found 
a 19-foot “blind spot” 
in a camera view of the 
station platform, which 
blocked sight of the door 
in which Lalin became 
trapped. If the operator 
was using a monitor with 
that camera feed to check 
the platform, “it was 
unlikely that she would 
have seen Lalin stuck in 
the doors,” investigators 
said.

In the wake of the 
accident, MBTA officials 
began conducting regular 

audits of those cameras 
and monitors, referred to 
as single-person train op-
eration (SPTO) cameras. 
T spokesperson Lisa Bat-
tiston said the agency has 
upgraded and replaced 31 
of 55 monitors with “larg-
er, brighter, and easier to 
clean” versions, focusing 
first on those in “the most 
critical locations.”

“This includes upgrad-
ing and replacing both 
SPTO monitors at Broad-
way station,” Battiston 
said. “The MBTA has 
also been implementing a 
Legacy Camera Replace-
ment project, funded by a 
Department of Homeland 
Security grant, to phase 
out aging equipment. Ad-
ditionally, the MBTA has 
also improved communi-
cations between motor 
persons and the team 
responsible for main-
taining the cameras and 
monitors to ensure that 
any issues are resolved 
quickly.”
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Notice is hereby given by Always Open Towing at 18 Talbot Avenue, Dorchester, 
MA 02124 in pursuant to M.G.L. c.225,section 39A, that the following vehicles 
will be for sale at a private auction on  July 20, 2023 at 8 am to satisfy the 
garage keeper’s lien for towing, storage and notice of sale:

2010 Subaru Impreza - Vin: JF1GE6B60AH510202
2014 Infiniti Q50 - VIN: JN1BV7AP6EM683209

2012 Toyota Prius V - VIN: JTDZN3EU2C3046745
2010 Honda Civic - Vin: 2HGFG1B66AH516780

2014 Chrysler 300C - Vin: 2C3CCAET8EH117748
2008 Nissan Altima - Vin: 1N4AL21E18N536557
2009 Chevrolet Impala - 2G1WB57N091131636
2002 Mazda Tribute - Vin: 4F2YU08162KM45841
2009 Subaru Legacy - Vin: 4S3BL616997218514
2001 Honda Accord - Vin: 1HGCG22591A011248

2005 Acura MDX - Vin: 2HNYD18695H556794
2009 Honda Acoord - Vin: 1HGCP26439A034795
2004 Nissan Murano  - Vin: JN8AZ08T24W219848

2004 Toyota Matrix - Vin: 2T1LR32E04C253067
2007 Chrysler PT Cruiser - Vin: 3A4FY58B37T612612

Notice of Public Meeting 
 

Notice is hereby given that a Community Outreach Meeting for a 
Proposed Cannabis Establishment is scheduled for… 

 
Date:    Thursday, July 20, 2023 
Time:    6:00 pm 
Location:  Online (Zoom) / Live at 1102A Blue Hill 

Avenue, Dorchester MA 02124 
 

Three ways you can join the Zoom meeting… 
 

1. Go to https://tinyurl.com/1102ABlueHillAve 
 

2. Go to www.zoom.us/join 
Enter this Meeting ID when prompted:  

Meeting ID: 931 932 7392 
Click “join.” 
Enter Meeting Passcode: 1102BLUE 

 
3. Go to Zoom link: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9319327392?pwd=VUo5UjVXUl
NGL3VXR0d6MEsxQTY5dz09 

 
The proposed retail cannabis establishment will be located at: 
 

1102A Blue Hill Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02124 
 
There will be an opportunity for the public to ask questions and share 
comments. 
 
If you have any questions about this meeting or have comments about the proposal please contact:  
Cleon Byron, CEO/Owner of the retail establishment, at cleonmbyron@gmail.com. 
 

By sEth DaniEl
nEws EDitor

A well-known Roxbury 
development corporation 
last month purchased a 
large vacant lot in Grove 
Hall that sits next to the 
post office and includes 
1 Crawford St. and 639 
Warren St. for $3.2 mil-
lion.

Leslie Reid, the CEO 
of Madison Park De-
velopment Corporation 
(MPDC), said her team 
envisions a new building 

with affordable housing 
and the possibility of 
retail space.

“We were approached 
by a broker and that’s 
how the parcel came to 
our attention,” she said. 
“We have already had 
over a dozen community 
meetings with stake-
holders and elected offi-
cials. We did that while 
the property was under 
agreement and before 
we purchased it…We felt 
that good people appreci-

ated we came early in the 
process and that was good 
because we could have 
walked away if people 
had ripped and tore into 
us, and our project didn’t 
maximize community 
benefit.”

Reid said the consensus 
in those meetings was to 
have affordable housing 
units, which could be 
rental or ownership, and 
a non-residential space, 
likely on the ground 
floor. “We got great feed-
back,” she said. “We felt 
pretty confident people 
wouldn’t be totally op-
posed to it,” she said.

Reid is now busy assem-
bling a team of architects, 
engineers, accountants, 
and others – with a mind 
to hiring women-owned 
or BIPOC-owned firms. 
Once they have the team 
assembled and have spe-
cific plans, they will come 
back to the community.

She predicts it could be 

two years before a shovel 
hits the ground, but in 
the interim, MPDC has 
joined the Roxbury Sun-
flower Project led by art-

ist Ekua Holmes. While 
it awaits development, 
that project will activate 
the vacant lot, aiming “to 
bring nature, beauty, and 

color through community 
wide Sunflower plantings 
particularly on the Grove 
Hall line,” according to 
project’s website.

Madison Park Development buys Grove Hall lot, eyes mixed-use

This key vacant lot in Grove Hall on Warren Street 
has been purchased by Madison Park Development 
Corporation for $3.2 million.   Seth Daniel photo



dotnews.comPage 14  THE REPORTER         July 6, 2023

By Gintautas Dumcius
manaGinG EDitor
There are three issues 

top of mind for Boston 

residents, according to 
Mayor Wu, and they 
are “housing, housing, 
housing,” she told a 

large crowd gathered 
at Temple Israel in the 
city’s Longwood area last 
week, adding, “housing, 
and how expensive it is, 
how unaffordably out of 
reach it is.”

Housing was the focus 
of the gathering, put 
together by the Dorches-
ter-based Greater Boston 
Interfaith Organization 
(GBIO). The event drew 
a mix of politicians, 
clergy, and private sector 
leaders: Lt. Gov. Kim 

Driscoll, who wore the 
title of acting governor 
because Maura Healey 
was traveling in Ireland; 
newly appointed Healey 
housing chief Ed Augus-
tus, Worcester’s former 
city manager; Mattapan 
state Rep. Brandy Fluker 
Oakley; and Cape Cod 
state Sen. Julian Cyr, 
among others. Rev. Burns 
Stanfield, who heads a 
Presbyterian congrega-
tion in South Boston, 
serves as the GBIO’s 

chair.
“Housing is what de-

termines the safety of 
our communities, the 
vibrancy of our commu-
nities, the solidarity of 
our communities,” Wu 
said. “And I’m so excited 
that you all are taking 
this on because there is 
power in this room.”

A key goal of the event 
was building support for 
a real estate transfer 
fee, which is backed by 
the Wu administration. 
Legislation on Beacon 
Hill calls for a fee ranging 
between 0.5 percent and 
2 percent on transactions 
above $1 million, with the 
money going to an afford-
able housing trust fund. 
Municipalities would be 
able to opt into such a 
fee, and under the latest 
version, cities and towns 
can create exemptions if 
they choose.

Realtors oppose the 
fee, which is also called 
a tax.

The concept has drawn 
support from Thomas 
O’Brien, a developer with 
the HYM Investment 
Group and a former di-
rector of the Boston Re-
development Authority. 

His company is behind 
the creation of 12,000 
units of housing, 2,200 
of them affordable. 

“But it’s not enough,” 
he said in a statement 
issued after the GBIO’s 
gathering. “We must 
build more, and I agree 
with the GBIO that we 
must all work together 
to solve this problem. If a 
transfer fee can be creat-
ed that does not adversely 
affect current homeown-
ers, has an upper limit on 
commercial transactions, 
and in which the proceeds 
are dedicated to housing 
production and preserva-
tion, I would be for it.”

Another piece of leg-
islation that GBIO sup-
ports is a bill allowing 
inmates released from 
incarceration to have pri-
ority access to state-fund-
ed housing and vouchers.

Fluker Oakley said the 
bill “will not only remove 
a major barrier to access-
ing resources that can 
connect our neighbors 
to housing opportunities, 
but it also has the poten-
tial to reduce recidivism 
and make our communi-
ties more vibrant places 
where we all can thrive.” 

DUFFY
AsPhALt shiNgLes • RubbeR RooFiNg

• coPPeR woRK • sLAte • gutteRs  
• chimNeYs

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

   HANDY HANDS
       MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES

                     Telephone: 857-800-2333
24 HOUR 24 HOUR 

VOICEMAILVOICEMAIL

Free Estimates
• Friendly Service

We aim to work within your budget
No job too small

Grass Cutting & Hedge Trimming
Gutter & Downspout Cleaning
A/C Installation
Light Bulb Replacement
Minor Interior & Exterior Painting
Minor Plumbing
Minor Inerior Carpentry
Minor Assembly Work
Odd Jobs
Electrical Work by Referral
Door Lock or Handle Replacement
Minor Furniture & Household Rearrangement Assistance

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL -  TODDLER  

7:30-5:30

617-265-2665
email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester   Lic. #291031

VINH’S TV
1409 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, MA 02122

617-282-7189
We repair: Televisions (all models)

Computers (Laptops, Desktops)
Games Consoles: PS3, PS4, PS5 & XBox 

(special HDMI port replacement. Same day service.
DVD transfer from video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape)

Open Mon.-Sat. - 9-5. Closed Sunday
Transfer video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD

Mass State License #9963  34 years service in town

Carpentry, Roofing, Gutters  

 

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

Decks & Porches
Windows & Doors

Snow Plowing
Sanding & Salting

DRIVEWAYS
MATHIAS ASPHALT PAVING

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
Bonded • Fully Insured

Driveways • Parking Lots
Roadways • Athletic Courts

Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372

Full licensed and Insured
Call Today!  

781-963-5055

MICHAEL F. NASH 
         & SONS, INC.

Roofing 
Siding • Gutters 

Carpentry •  Painting

State Inspection  | Brakes | Alignment  |  Exhaust  |  Suspension    
Engines  |  Tires  |  Electrical and Electronic Diagnostics

HANNIBAL 
Auto 
Repair

2 LOCATIONS

21 Victory Rd.   |  617-825-1325
321 Adams St.  |  617-436-8828

HannibalAuto@hotmail.com

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

Big Dot Rt Resnick, Marc Jerrier Richard M Est Theriault, Lisa P 1444-1446 Dorchester Ave Dorchester 06/06/23 $5,600,000
7 Payson Avenue LLC  Etienne Regis Ft Regis, Jean R 7 Payson Ave Dorchester 06/07/23 900,000
Lai, Tuoi T Huynh, Tan Q Rodenmacher Shaheen Ft Shaheen, Douglas P 19-21 Cheverus Rd Dorchester 06/05/23 1,012,000
Mlodzianoski, Steven J Nguyen, Hanh Freedom Ventures Iii LLC  365 Centre St Dorchester 06/08/23 1,280,000
Mendoza, Edgar A Mendoza, Alejandra Cama Investments LLC  68-70 Codman Hill Ave Dorchester 06/06/23 850,000
Casimir-Nicolas, A N Nicolas, Junior Glenn, Jacqueline Glenn, Windsor 41 Ballou Ave Dorchester 06/07/23 780,000
Le, Phuoc C Nguyen, Thi T Woods, Thomas E Woods, John 452 Gallivan Blvd Dorchester 06/09/23 870,000
Jakaus, Kenneth P  Noyes, Anthony Jakaus, Kenneth P 36 Saranac St Dorchester 06/09/23 103,011
Sheet Metal Workers Local  1161 Adams Street Rt Harris, Miriam P 1161 Adams St Dorchester 06/09/23 1,650,000
Sheet Metal Workers Local  1161 Adams Street Rt Harris, Miriam P 1169 Adams St Dorchester 06/09/23 600,000
Archer, Sharlene Archer, Shane Anderson Rosie E Est Anderson, Gary 49 Wellington Hill St Mattapan 06/09/23 660,000
Jackson-Wilson, S C Wilson, Kenneth Bridge Loan Vent V T 2017 Wilmington TNa Tr 64 Woolson St Mattapan 06/09/23 700,000
Bare, Alket  366 Centre Street Dev LLC  366 Centre St Dorchester 06/08/23 1,280,000
Shields, Anthony  Clover Ventures Ii LLC  48 Coffey St #10D Dorchester 06/05/23 185,000
1910 Ten Rt Northeast Private Trs Ltd Davis, Tim H  1906-1918 Dorchester Ave #601 Dorchester 06/09/23 629,000
Howard, Russell Seeve, Brian Decaprio, Peter Decaprio, Linda 1245 Adams St #B609 Dorchester 06/07/23 1,450,000
Big Dot Rt Resnick, Marc Jerrier Richard M Est Theriault, Lisa P 218-222 Adams St Dorchester 06/06/23 5,600,000
Big Dot Rt Resnick, Marc Jerrier Richard M Est Theriault, Lisa P 2-6 Leonard St Dorchester 06/06/23 5,600,000
639 Warren LLC  Immobilaire Rt Israel, Shear Y 1 Crawford St Dorchester 06/07/23 3,200,000
Lee, Nedra  Buffer, Melissa Trenouth, Jason W 151 Centre St #151A Dorchester 06/07/23 423,000

 Buyer  Seller  Address   Date  Price

Local Real Estate Transactions  

Dot-based interfaith group seeking support
for housing measures pending on Beacon Hill
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FIND A SITE:

Projectbread.org/SummerEats 1-800-645-8333

LOCAL SPONSOR:

THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER

  

SCHOOL IS 

FREE MEALS 
 

SUMMER IS



dotnews.comPage 16  THE REPORTER         July 6, 2023

By sEth DaniEl
nEws EDitor

When Rose Dolin and 
her two sisters, Hans and 
Lynda, signed up for the 
one-year commitment to 
the Clemente Course in 
the Humanities at the 
Codman Square Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
Adult Education pro-
gram, they had no idea 
how many doors it would 
open to them intellectu-
ally. They thought they 
would simply be practic-
ing English speaking and 
writing. 

While they did do that, 
they also got a tutorial 
in the finer points of art 
history, among other 
studies. During a gradu-
ation program this spring 
in the Great Hall, Rose 
Dolin took note of how 
the program has changed 
the course of her life:

“Coming to this coun-
try six years ago has 
been very hard,” said the 
native of Haiti. “Feeling 
a sense of belonging in 
the US has always been 
challenging for me. Ad-
justing has been a really 
long journey. A lot of 
times I have felt very 
lonely, especially during 
the Covid-19 quarantine. 
I often asked, ‘What will I 
do with my life?’ I was on 
the verge of really giving 
up before Clemente. For 
me, Clemente opened up 
my eyes to so many things 
with American history, 
writing, art history and 
English. I feel enlight-
ened.”

The Clemente Course 
in the Humanities has 
been in operation at the 
Health Center for 22 
years. It is sponsored 
there by the Mass Cul-

tural Council as one of 
five Clemente Course 
sites around the state 
that provide low-income 
adults with college-level 
introductory humanities 
courses, free of charge, 
for credit that is awarded 
by Bard College.

Co-Directors Tim Mc-
Carthy and Jack Cheng 
took the lead on the 
course in the fall of 2001 
in the Great Hall and 
have taught hundreds of 
students since then. They 
collaborate with other 
teachers and instructors, 
but in the end, the reward 
is the lightbulb that goes 
off when students invest 
in studying the human-
ities and the world of arts.

“The best definition 
we’ve come up with of 
the humanities is it is the 
study together of what 
it means to be human so 
we can all become more 
humane,” said McCarthy, 
a Dorchester resident. 
“This course was born 
just after the 9/11 ter-
rorist attack with just 
a little bit of money. We 
started here and people 
came, and they have 
continued to come for 
the past 22 years for this 
joyous work.”

Added Cheng, direct-
ing his comments to the 
graduates at the Great 
Hall ceremony: “I hope 
you’ll take with you all 
we learned and the trips 
we took with each oth-
er and the talks about 
what is right and wrong 
in the world and what 
happened in the past 
to make it the way it is. 
I hope when you’re in 
Dorchester or elsewhere, 
you’ll visit an art gallery 
or notice a building’s ar-

chitecture outside – and 
that you don’t do those 
things alone, but with 
others.”

Sharon Howell ,  a 
60-year-old Lower Mills 
native and member of 
Morningstar Baptist 

Church, said she com-
mitted to the one-year 
Clemente Course after 
feeling burnt out from 

the pandemic. She said 
she had never in her life 
watched television until 
the pandemic set in, and 
then, after watching too 
much, she said, her brain 
“needed some exercise.” 

Her interests were phi-
losophy, African Ameri-
can history, art history, 
but more than that, they 
were about herself.

“I want to say I learned 
truth,” she said. “They 
have the saying, ‘To thine 
own self be true.’ This 
class taught me a lot more 
about that. I learned how 
much further I’m ready 
and willing to take the 
truth and honesty in 
life.”

The 2023 graduates 
of the Clemente Course 
in Dorchester includ-
ed:  Rose Sherley Dolin, 
Hans Dolin, Lynda Dolin, 
Sharon Howell, Hazel 
Hutcherson, Pierre Jere-
mie, Gwendolyn McLean 
Kirkland, Sandra Means, 
and Dianna Miles.

For more informa-
tion on the next course, 
contact Michelle Rue 
at 617-740-2531, or by 
email at michelle.rue@
dorchesterhouse.org.

Graduates hail the mind-opening values
of the Clemente Course in the Humanities
Codman Sq. Health Center
hosts cultural programming

Co-Academic Director Jack Cheng handed a di-
ploma to Sharon Howell during the graduation 
ceremony at the Great Hall in Codman Square.

Tim McCarthy, Co-Ac-
ademic Director for 
the Codman Square 
location.

Gina Ocasion, Clemente 
Course statewide coor-
dinator.

Sisters Hans Dolin, Rose Dolin, and Lynda Dolin graduated from the Clem-
ente Course in the Humanities at the Dorchester location and celebrated at 
a ceremony last month in the Great Hall in Codman Square.

Clemente Course graduates from 2023 included Pierre Jeremie, Hazel Hutcherson, Lynda Dolin, Rose Dolin, Gwendolyn McLean Kirkland, Hans Dolin, and 
Sharon Howell.  Seth Daniel photos
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Upham’s Community Care PACE 
has been providing exceptional care for over 25 years

617-740-8007
UphamsPACE.org

We provide individualized, patient-driven care for 
older adults and seniors with chronic care needs. 

97% of caregivers feel their loved one gets the care 
they need.
91% of participants surveyed are extremely satisfied.

Are you looking for help for yourself or a family member?
 • Do you live in Boston?
 • Are you 55 years old or older?
 • Do you live at home and need assistance?

Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly

Vital Research 2022 Patient Satisfaction Survey

We’re here to help!

W E L C W

\

CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Member Deshawn V. 
Represents Massachusetts in 
Northeast Youth of the Year Event: 
Congratulations to BGCD Member 
Deshawn V. who participated in Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America’s Northeast 
Regional Youth of the Year event held 
last week in New York City. Deshawn 
was selected as BGCD’s 2023 Youth of 
the Year and then went on to represent 
our Club at the Massachusetts Youth of 
the Year event where he was selected 
to represent the State. While in New 
York City, the candidates representing 
the 11 states of the Northeast enjoyed 
the opportunity to connect with one 
another and enjoy the sights of New 
York City prior to taking part in the 
competition which was held at Major 
League Baseball Headquarters. 
Congratulations to Deshawn who did a 
great job representing Massachusetts 
and BGCD. We are so proud of your 
accomplishments!

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Holds Awards Ceremony for 
End of School Year Programming: 
During the final week of our school 
year programming at Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Dorchester, the Club hosted 
an awards ceremony to recognize 
outstanding participation in our 
core programs. The awards were to 
recognize individual achievement 
and leadership within their respective 
programs. Our members received 
award certificates for their efforts 
and were treated to a fun after party. 
Congratulations to all the members 
who were selected to take part and 
for making this school year so fun at 
BGCD! The current 2022-2023 school 
year enrichment programming has 
concluded, but we are excited to be 
offering a new array of enrichment 
programming in the Fall. To learn 
more about BGCD Programming, 
please contact Brendan McDonald at 
bmcdonald@bgcdorchester.org.

DID YOU KNOW: 
BGCD Onboards 100+ Teens for 
Summer Jobs: Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester is hard at work onboarding 
100+ teens for Summer positions 
within all three of our Clubhouse 
locations. In partnership with the 
City of Boston’s Office of Youth 
Employment & Opportunity, the hiring 
process has begun and included a 
recent enrollment mixer for teens to 
get to know one another. The new 
hires will now go through a two week 
training and safety program before 
beginning to work with members on 
July 11th.

The summer program will include 
opportunities to learn about 
financial literacy, careers in Biotech, 
Medicine and the Trades as well as 
a College Night Cruise as part of the 
Power Forward program. For more 
information, please contact Chad 
Hassey at chassey@bgcdorchester.org.

 

BGCD Holds Awards Ceremony for End of School Year Programming: 
See details below.

Team BGCD Crosses the Finish Line at 2023 Boston Marathon: See details 
below.

 

BGCD Member Deshawn V. Represents Massachusetts in Northeast 
Youth of the Year Event: See details below.

                      BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTERBOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER      

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Summer Program Begins
July 10

*Pre-Registration Required

Safe Summer Streets Begins
July 10

*For teens, from 5-10pm
Contact chassey@bgcdorchester.org  

to register!

BGCD Dance Team Competition
July 15

Elevate Youth Week
July 24 - July 27
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BARROW,  Delores 
Irene, 92 of Dorchester 
formerly of Barbados. 
Wife of the late Whitfield 
DaCosta Barrow.  Mother 
of Glendon D. Barrow and 
Betty Barrow of Boston.  
Mother in-law of Gaynell 
Barrow of Hartford, CT. 
Grandmother of 9 and 
great-grandmother of 6.  
She is also survived by a 
host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins, other relatives 
and friends.

CARVALHO, Cecilia 
S.  (Baptista) of Bridge-
water, originally of Cabo 
Verde. Wife of the late 
Fidelio Carvalho. Mother 

of Eugenia Monteiro of 
Taunton, Lionor Pires of 
Dorchester, Pedro Carval-
ho of Stoughton, Teodora 
Carvalho of Cabo Verde, 
Celina Carvalho of Bridge-
water, Antonio Carvalho of 
Foxboro, Jose Carvalho of 
Milton, Fatima Carvalho 
of Dorchester, and Toty 
Carvalho of Bridgewater. 
She is survived by 32 
grandchildren and many 
great-grandchildren.   
Please donate to Casa 
Madre Teresa cvseedsof-
hope.org

CLOONEY, Michael 
“Budzo,” 59, of Braintree, 

formerly of Savin Hill.  
Son of the late Arthur J. 
and Teresa J. (Skehan) 
Clooney.  “Budzo” of 

Daniel and Dorothy Ryan 
of Braintree, formerly of 
Savin Hill, and their fam-
ily, Melissa and Barrett 
Kelly, and their 2 children 
of Milton, Danielle and 
John Tierney and their 
3 children of Savin Hill, 
Shannon and Brian He-
garty and their 3 children 
of Milton, and his “special 
girlfriend” Kasey Ryan 
of Savin Hill.  Brother of 
Marie Connell of Quin-
cy, Patricia Clooney of 
Dorchester, Robert and his 
wife Christine Clooney of 
Weymouth, John Clooney 
and his late wife June of 
Weymouth, and the late 
Kathleen Dewitt, and 
Arthur and his wife Jac-
queline Clooney. Brother-
in-law of Robert Dewitt of 
Braintree.  Michael is also 

survived by many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces, 
great-nephews, six god-
children, many cousins, 
and his longtime dear 
friend Rev. John J. Unni.  
Donations in Michael’s 
memory may be made to 
the Inclusion Program 
at The Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Dorchester, 1135 
Dorchester Ave., Dorches-
ter, MA 02125. 

DUNN, Robert Em-
met of Quincy, formerly 
of Savin Hill. U. Marine 
Corps veteran and a re-
tired Lt. Colonel of the 
MA State Police. Bob 
was predeceased by his 
parents, James and Mary 
(Hughes); and his siblings, 
Sr. Therese Dunn CSJ, 
James Dunn and Virgin-
ia McGrath. Husband of 
Mary (Driscoll) Dunn; 
and father to Robert E. 
Dunn, Jr. (Jean), Brian 
Dunn (Meredyth), Colleen 
Maimaron (David) and 
Kristin Freeman (Don-
ald). Grandfather to 4. 
Please consider making a 
donation to Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Boston.

HOYT, Winnifred, of 
Dorchester. Wife to Carlos 

Hoyt Sr., mother of San-
dra Hoyt, Carlos Hoyt Jr. 
(daughter-in-love, Leslie 
Hoyt), and Kevin Hoyt. 
Grandmother of 2, aunt 
of several nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and a dear and 
devoted friend to many. 
Please consider a donation 
to any of these deserving 
sources that were signif-
icant to Winnie: Special 
Olympics, Boston Higashi 
School, 800 N Main St., 
Randolph, MA 02368, or 
Agassiz Village Summer 
Camp, West Poland, ME. 

O’BRIEN, Marion V. 
(Donovan), 79, of Oxnard 
CA, formerly of Dorches-
ter. Survivors include son 
Jeremiah II (Rowena); 
3 grandchildren; sister 
Therese Furfey (Leo); 
and brother James Don-
ovan (Maureen); along 
with many nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and friends. 
Preceded in death by 
daughters Coleen and Kim 
O’Brien Swaim; parents 
Helen and William “Baba” 
Donovan; and sister Helen 
Donovan. Donations may 
be made in Marion’s mem-
ory to the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation, 6025 Santa 
Monica Blvd.,Suite 204, 
Los Angeles, CA 90038.

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN
15 Broad Street, Ste. 800

Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

RECENT OBITUARIES

LEGAL NOTICES

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office for information on the cost of 
burial needs, memorial benches and memorial 
trees.
The Cemetery office is open Monday – Friday  
8:00 to 4:00, and Saturday 8:00 to noon. The 
Cemetery grounds are open year round 7:00 am 
to sunset – weather permitting.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

LEGAL NOTICES

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P1335EA

ESTATE OF:
DONALD R. BODDIE

DATE OF DEATH: 02/24/2023
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Carole Furr of Roxbury, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. The Petitioner 
requests that: Carole Furr of Roxbury, MA  
be appointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 08/04/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: June 23, 2023
Vincent Procopio

Register of Probate
Published: July 6, 2023 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Docket No. SU23P1348EA
ESTATE OF:

JOHNNIE MAE FREEMAN
DATE OF DEATH: April 19, 2023

SUFFOLK DIVISION
To all persons interested in the 
above captioned estate, by Petition 
of Petitioner Sackie M. Freeman 
of Dorchester, MA. Sackie M. 
Freeman of Dorchester, MA has 
been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety on 
the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure by 
the Personal Representative under 
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating or 
restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under 
informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner.

Published: July 6, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Docket No. SU23P1325EA
ESTATE OF:

MARGIE LEAK
a/k/a: MARGIE LEE LEAK
DATE OF DEATH: 04/11/2023

SUFFOLK DIVISION
To all persons interested in the 
above captioned estate, by Petition 
of Petitioner Roshanda Leak of 
Dorchester, MA; Natasha Leak of 
Dorchester, MA, a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate.  
Roshanda Leak of Dorchester, 
MA; Natasha Leak of Dorchester, 
MA has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure by 
the Personal Representative under 
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating or 
restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under 
informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner.

Published: July 6, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS 
PROBATE COURT 

SUFFOLK, ss.
Case No. SU22P2038

To all persons interested in the matter 
of David M. Smith of Dorchester in 
said County of Suffolk - a person under 
conservatorship. 

A  petition has been presented to said 
Court, for license to sell a private sale 
certain real estate of David M. Smith, 
345 Ashmont St., Unit 2, Dorchester, 
MA  02124 in the County of Suffolk, 
for maintenance and praying that the 
petitioner, Jonathan M. Spirn, Esq.,   may 
become the seller of said real estate. 

Exhibit A
In re: Conservatorship of David M. 

Smith (SU22P2038PM)
Petition for Sale of Real Estate 

(located at 345 Ashmont Street, Unit 2, 
Dorchester (Boston) MA 02124) 
Unit #2, in the 345 Ashmont Street 
Condominium situated at 345 Ash-
mont Street (Dorchester) Boston, MA 
02124, a condominium established, 
pursuant to Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 183A, by Master 
Deed dated September 16, 1987 
and filed with Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds, Book 14088, Page 338. 
The Unit is shown on the floor plans 
of the building filed simultaneously 
with said Master Deed and on the 
copy of the portion of said plans 
attached to the Unit Deed, to which 
is affixed a verified statement in the 
form required by Section 9 of said 
Chapter 183A. 
Said Unit is conveyed together with, 
subject to, and with the benefit of the 
provisions of said Chapter 183A, the 
Master Deed, Condominium Trust 
and Unit Deed, and all rights, ease-
ments and agreements described 
therein. 
Said Unit is conveyed together with 
an undivided 36.14 percent interest 
in the Common Elements described 
in the Master Deed. 
Said Unit is also subject to any ease-
ments, restrictions, and agreements 
of record, insofar as any of the same 
are in force and applicable. 
For the title reference see deed dated 
May 25, 2006 and recorded with the 
Suffolk Registry of Deeds in Book 
39796, Page 264. 

IF YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT 
THERETO, YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
SHOULD FILE A WRITTEN APPEAR-
ANCE IN SAID COURT AT BOSTON 
BEFORE TEN O’CLOCK IN THE FORE-
NOON ON the 2nd  day of August, 2023, 
the return day of this citation.

Witness, BRIAN J. DUNN, ESQUIRE, 
First Judge of said Court, this 21st day 
of June, 2023.

Vincent Procopio
Register of Probate

Published: July 6, 2023 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P1320EA

ESTATE OF:
GLORIA MARIE CIARMATARO

a/k/a: GLORIA M. CIARMATARO
DATE OF DEATH: 01/31/2023

To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Donna M. McLaughlin 
of Stoughton, MA and Karen I. Tracey of 
Dorchester, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: Donna M. 
McLaughlin of Stoughton, MA and Karen I. 
Tracey of Dorchester, MA  be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 08/03/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: June 22, 2023
Vincent Procopio 

Register of Probate
Published: July 6, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU23D116DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
OSCAR BULLARD

vs.
PAULA ALEXANDRA 

ALVES BULLARD
To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 
Divorce requesting that the Court grant a 
divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. The 
Complaint is on file at the Court. An  Auto-
matic Restraining Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing you from taking 
any action which would negatively impact 
the current financial status of either party. 
SEE Supplemental Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and required 
to serve upon: Ifeanyi M. Okeke, Esq., IMO 
LEGAL, LLC, 294 Pleasant St., Ste. 202B, 
Stoughton, MA 02072 your answer, if any, 
on or before 08/17/2023. If you fail to do so, 
the court will proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: June 21, 2023 
Vincent Procopio

Register of Probate
Published: July 6, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
Docket No. SU23C0316CA

IN THE MATTER OF: 
ELIZABETH PLAISIMON

A Petition to Change Name of 
Adult has been filed by Elizabeth 
Plaisimon of Boston, MA request-
ing that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:

Elizabeth Joseph Ortega
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the pe-
tition by filing an appearance at: 
Suffolk Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 07/27/2023. This is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written 
appearance if you object to this 
proceeding.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. 
DUNN, First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 22, 2023 
Vincent Procopio

Register of Probate
Published: July 6, 2023 

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

ST. JUDE’S NOVENA
May the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 
and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus pray for us, St. 
Jude, Worker of Miracles, 
pray for us. St. Jude 
Helper of the Hopeless, 
pray for us.

Say this prayer 9 times 
a day. By the 8th day your 
prayer will be answered. 
It has never been known 
to fail. Publication must 
be promised. My prayers 
have been answered.

M.F.

Judith Anne (Butts) Tuttle
Judith Anne (Butts) Tuttle, 

71 of Dorchester, died Friday, 
June 30, 2023.

Beloved wife of Charles 
F. Tuttle. Loving mother of 
Cara Tuttle and her husband 
Matthew Payette and Charles 
William Tuttle. Adoring grand-
mother of Elsa Payette and 

Cassio Payette.
Visiting hours will be held at the Dolan Funeral 

Home, 1140 Washington Street, DORCHESTER 
LOWER MILLS on Sunday July 9th from 4-6PM. 
Celebration of Life Service will be held at the 
funeral home on Monday, July 10th at 11am. In-
terment at Cedar Grove Cemetery. Relatives and 
friends invited.
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DotHouse Health  
1353 Dorchester Avenue  
Dorchester, MA, 02122 
617-288-3230 
www.DotHouseHealth.org

Call Us Today!   
- Adult Medicine  
- Behavioral Health  
- Pediatrics  
- Urgent Care  
- Women’s Health  
- Dental Care  
- Vision  
- Case Management  
- Pool/ Swimming Lessons  
- & many other health  
and community 
services available  
at DotHouse Health  
  

Scan for 
more 
information

Arts & Culture 
throughout 
the summer 

kicking off with 
“Live Music with 
Urban Up Beat”

We accept 
Cash, Credit, 
EBT/SNAP, HIP, 
WIC and Farmers 
Market Coupons. 
.

■ Bromley 
  Charitable 
   Trust  

For more information call: 617-989-9920

Sponsored 
by:

The Urban Farming Institute of Boston, Inc.
487 Norfolk Street, Mattapan, MA 02126
email: info@urbanfarminginstitute.org 

urbanfarminginstitute.org

Follow us on Social Media 
@ufiboston  

The Urban Farming Institute of Boston

Sixth Annual

 2
0

2
3

2
0

2
33

 Farm 
Stand

Shop Here for the Freshest, Locally Grown 
Vegetables, Herbs & Fruit in the Community!

Opening Friday,  June 30
Every Friday 1:00 – 5:00 PM
At Historic
Fowler Clark Epstein Farm 
487 Norfolk Street, 
Mattapan, MA 02126
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Visit WePlugYouIn.org to find a contractor today!

Ready to  
go electric?

As the demand for electric vehicles surges,  
so does the need for efficient and reliable charging 
infrastructure. We have the expertise and training to 
install and maintain the complex electrical system.  

NECA contractors and IBEW Local 103 
members are ready to plug you in!

By working with our contractors,  
you’ll benefit from:

Competitive pricing and  
reliable service

Access to the latest technology  
and equipment 

High-quality workmanship and   
attention to detail

Expertise in EV infrastructure

Best trained and  
highly-skilled workforce


