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State and city officials joined children to cut the ribbon at the newly reopened playground inside Pope 
John Paul II Park in Neponset last Thursday.  Mayor’s Office photo/Isabel Leon

(Continued on page 17)

New insights on stances from Reporter mayoral survey

We asked, they an-
swered.

The Reporter last 
month sent question-
naires to the five ma-
jor mayoral candidates 
seeking to replace Marty 
Walsh. They are Act-
ing Mayor Kim Janey, 
former Walsh economic 
development chief John 
Barros and City Coun-
cillors Andrea Campbell, 
Annissa Essaibi George 
and Michelle Wu.

Walsh’s departure for 
the Biden administra-
tion catapulted Janey, 
the Boston City Council 
president, into the acting 
mayor’s chair, shaking 
up a race that already 
had two Walsh crit-
ics: Campbell, who rep-
resents Dorchester and 
Mattapan on the City 
Council, and Wu, who 
like Campbell launched 
her campaign last year, 
before Walsh’s promo-

Candidates grade Walsh, weigh 
in on role models, school board

tion to heading the U.S. 
Labor Department.

Essaibi George, a city 
councillor at-large and 
former teacher, and 
Barros, who served as 
Walsh’s economic de-
velopment chief, soon 

followed in announcing 
their own candidacies.

The Sept. 14 prelim-
inary will winnow the 
field to two candidates.

In order to help voters 
make a decision, the 
Reporter, much like we 

did in 2013, sent the 
questionnaires to their 
campaigns. We asked 
them to let us know 
who their political role 
models are, how they 
would manage the his-
toric Strand Theater in 

Uphams Corner, grades 
for Walsh and Janey, 
their take on returning 
to an elected school com-
mittee, and more.

Read what they had 
to say on Pages 12-13.

By Katie trojano 
reporter Staff

State and city elected officials gathered at Pope 
John Paul II Park in Neponset on Aug. 12 for a ribbon 
cutting ceremony to celebrate the completion of a 
$600,000 playground project that has transformed 
the state-owned outdated structure, built in 2001. 
Construction of the project began in April 2021 and 

was completed in July. 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 

Commissioner Jim Montgomery was joined by Kath-
leen Theoharides, Gov. Charlie Baker’s secretary 
of energy and environmental affairs, Acting Mayor 
Kim Janey, State Rep. Dan Hunt and District 3 City 
Councillor Frank Baker. 

Refurbished playground debuts in Neponset 

By Carrie jung
WBur reporter

Just before dinner on most weekdays, one can 
usually find 9-year old Isabella Kim playing an 
American Sign Language game with her 12 year 
old sister Madeline in their north end home.

“Who is this?” asks Madeline as she shows Isabella 
a photo of their father. She quickly signs the word 
for “Dad” by spreading out her fingers and putting 
her thumb on her forehead.

Both girls are in the Boston Public Schools sys-
tem. Isabella, who is hard of hearing, attends the 
Horace Mann School for the Deaf, and Madeline 

just got into the Boston Latin School, one of BPS’ 
three exam schools.

“In our family we have two very different things 
going on where the system is affecting the futures 
of our children and our family,” said Charlie Kim, 
the girls’ father.

Kim watched the debate over exam school admis-
sions, and which students had access to them, last 
year when his daughter was applying. But at the 
time, he was trying to deal with a more pressing 
issue in his eyes: the extensive water damage at 
the Horace Mann School for the Deaf.

For many, debates over exam school  
policy distract from larger issues

(Continued on page 15)

By Katie trojano
reporter Staff

A group of Bostonians are petitioning to get an 
advisory referendum on the November 2 ballot 
that would ask voters if they support a return to 
an elected Boston School Committee. The body is 
currently composed of appointed members chosen 
by the mayor, a system that has been in place since 
1991 when Boston sought and earned a Home Rule 
Petition to do-away with the elected school board.

If it gets on the ballot and is passed, the non-bind-
ing ballot question will heighten pressure on the 
City Council and the next mayor to support that 
change, which would require approval from the state 
Legislature and the governor to actually happen. 

The ballot question, as put forth by the Boston 
Coalition for Education Equity, would read: “Should 
the current appointed school committee structure 
be changed to a school committee elected by the 

Council hopefuls 
mostly support  
return to elected 
school committee

(Continued on page 20)

By gintautaS DumCiuS
managing eDitor

City employees must get vaccinated or submit 
to weekly coronavirus testing, Acting Mayor Kim 
Janey said on Aug. 12.

As Covid-19 transmission rises, an indoor mask 
policy could return to Boston. A policy for certain 
indoor settings is said to be under consideration by 
the Janey administration, according to a source.

Gov. Charlie Baker has resisted calls for a state-
wide mandate, pointing to Massachusetts having a 
high vaccination rate and a low hospitalization rate.

As for the vaccine mandate for municipal employ-
ees, Boston City Hall, which employs 18,000 people, 
expects to phase it in over two months. Employees 

City workers must 
get vaccine or test 
weekly, Janey says

(Continued on page 3)
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Police, Courts & Fire

The BPDA will host an Article 80 Public 
Meeting in connection with a proposed 
development project at 55 - 115 Hampden 
Street in the Newmarket area of Roxbury 
on Tues., Aug. 31 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. 
The proposed project contemplates the 
construction of an approximately 66,000 
sq. ft. F.W. Webb warehouse, distribution, 
and retail facility with approximately 
24,000 square feet of subsurface parking. 
Please register in advance for this meeting 
through the registration link provided 
on page 20. After registering, you will 
receive a confirmation email from Zoom 
with a link to join the meeting directly. 
The project manager for this proposal is 
Aisling Kerr, 617-918-4212, aisling.kerr@
Boston.gov. 
The Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department is teaming up with the 
Boston Bruins Foundation to host the 
Willie O’Ree Street Hockey Clinic Series 
for boys and girls ages 12 and under at 
five Boston parks in August, including 
Almont Park in Mattapan on Tues., Aug. 
31. Learn or hone your street hockey skills 

at these free clinics featuring giveaways 
with all equipment provided. All clinics 
begin at 3:00 p.m. To register, call Damien 
Margardo at 617-961-3083.
The mayor’s office will sponsor a movie 
night series in city parks this month, 
including a screening of “Raya and the Last 
Dragon” on Tues., Aug. 24 at Dorchester’s 
Ronan Park at dusk. See boston.gov for 
more details and other screening dates. 
The show starts at dusk.
We Sing Dorchester — a community 
singing event for families of all ages and 
skill levels— will take place on August 8 
from 2-3:30 p.m. at Town Field in Fields 
Corner. Presented by Friends of the Public 
Garden and Boston Childrens Choris 
in partnership with ADSL. Go to give.
bostonchildrenschorus.org to register. 
The Franklin Park Coalition and Boston’s 
Parks and Recreation Department hosts 
the Elma Lewis Playhouse in the Park 
— a series of free performances at the 
Playstead near the giraffe entrance of the 
zoo— on Tuesday mornings and evenings 
this summer. The children’s shows at 

11o’clock for summer campers, families, 
and child-care programs. Evening shows, 
starting at 6 p.m., will offer classic R&B, 
Motown, Jazz, and Reggae bands with 
popular local performers and bands. For 
more information, call 617-908-4002 or 
visit franklinparkcoalition.org.
Applications for the upcoming FY ’22 
round of Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) funds are now available through 
the city of Boston’s website. There is $28 
million available for eligible CPA projects 
under three categories: affordable 
housing, historic preservation and open 
space or recreation. Interested applicants 
must complete eligibility forms by Sept. 3. 
Candidates deemed eligible will then 
be invited to submit an application for 
their proposed projects. Once approved, 
applications will open on Oct. 4 by 
invitation only and close on Nov. 12.  
Applicants who would like to apply for 
affordable housing projects will need 
to respond to the joint request for 
proposals (RFP) released by the City of 
Boston Community Preservation Program 

and the Department of Neighborhood 
Development. This joint RFP must be 
submitted by September 24, 2021.
The last round of CPA awards in February 
2021 funded over $25.5 million to 
67 projects across the city, including 
affordable housing developments and 
programs, parks and open space, and 
historic preservation projects consistent 
with statewide guidelines. Examples 
of community projects that benefited 
from this investment include preserving 
historic elements on the Guild of Boston 
Artists building dating back to 1884, 
improving the tree canopy on the Charles 
River Esplanade, and adding 75 affordable 
housing units in Hyde Park.
Got to boston.gov/community-
preservation for more info.
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Federal prosecutors have charged a Dorchester 
man who operates residential sober homes with 
sexually harassing female tenants.

Peter McCarthy, 49, runs sober homes through 
Steps to Solutions Inc. A lawsuit filed in federal 
court by prosecutors alleges that between 2012 and 
2019, he “sexually harassed female residents of his 
sober homes by offering to reduce or forgive rent, 
granting extra house privileges, or waiving security 
deposits in exchange for engaging in sexual acts.”

The lawsuit also alleges that he asked for sexu-
ally explicit photographs, made “unwanted sexual 
comments” and lashed out at residents who reported 
his conduct.

“It is disappointing that a landlord who is supposed 
to be helping vulnerable women beat drug addiction 
was allegedly sexually harassing them and offering 
to reduce their rent in exchange for sex,” Acting U.S. 
Attorney Nathaniel Mendell said in a statement.

The lawsuit seeks to “prevent future discrimi-
natory conduct, monetary damages to compensate 
victims of McCarthy’s conduct and civil penalties,” 
federal prosecutors said in a release.

His attorney told the Associated Press that Mc-
Carthy denies the allegations. McCarthy, on the 
website for Steps to Solutions, said the sober homes 
offer a “second chance at life.” He wrote he founded 

Steps to Solutions “through my own struggles on the 
journey of recovery.”

According to the lawsuit, McCarthy was convicted 
of indecent assault and battery in 1992 and was on 
the state’s sex offender registry from 2004 through 
the end of 2015.

He created Steps to Solutions, with a business 
address at 51 Buttonwood St., in 2012. The sober 
homes, which are not licensed or funded by any state 
or city, rent out rooms by the month or for shorter 
periods of time, the lawsuit says.

There are seven existing homes with 85 beds, in-
cluding ones located at 27 Lithgow St. in Dorchester 
and 9 Kearsarge Ave. in Roxbury. The rest are in 
Lynn. All of the homes are rented from the owners 
and sublet to residents.

There were seven locations which previously had 
sober homes, including 513 Washington St., 8 Boyd 
St., and 28 Seaver St. in Dorchester, according to 
the suit.

As an example, the suit alleges that McCarthy 
sent sexually explicit text messages to a female 
resident. “The female resident stated that she did 
text him a sexually explicit photograph because she 
was behind on rent and feared McCarthy would 
kick her out of the sober home if she did not do so.” 
— REPORTER STAFF

Feds charge Dot sober home operator

Boston Police report a man was shot at 37 Almont 
Street in Mattapan shortly after 3 a.m. He was 
declared dead at the scene. Earlier this month, 
on Aug. 2, a man was charged with brandishing 
a gun during a football game at Almont Park. On 
July 19, someone was shot in the arm in the park. 
BPD detectives have asked for the public’s help in 
the case. Please call 617-343-4470 if you can assist.

                           •••
In a car jammed with eight people in Dorchester, 

two had loaded guns, police say, Boston Police re-
port arresting two of the eight people they had exit 
a vehicle on Whitfield Street in Dorchester on the 
afternoon of Aug. 12

Police say gang-unit officers stopped the vehicle 
for unspecified traffic infractions around 4:35 p.m.

“As Officers began to remove the vehicle’s occu-
pants one by one, an Officer observed [Treiquawn] 
Couch clutching a backpack in his lap,” Boston police 
said in a statement. “As officers requested Couch 
exit the car, he left the backpack in the vehicle. 
Officers removed the bag and conducted a pat-frisk. 
As officers conducted the pat-frisk, a firearm fell out 
of an already open compartment in the bag. Officers 
placed Couch into custody without incident.”

The officers saw the handle of a firearm in the 
waistband of one of the car’s occupants, a juvenile 
male. Officers removed the firearm and put the male 
into custody.

A Ruger 9-mm gun with five rounds and a Ruger .22 
caliber gun with nine rounds was seized. Couch, 18, 
was charged with unlawful possession of a firearm, 
unlawful possession of ammunition and unlawful 
possession of a loaded firearm, police say. The other 
teen, just 14, is too young to have his name released 
but was charged as delinquent for the same reasons 
as Couch, police say.

                                   •••
House shot at from behind on Stanwood Street in 

Dorchester— Police are looking for whoever fired 
a gun at the third floor of a house on Stanwood 
Street, from the rear of the house, a few doors in 
from Columbia Road, around 11:20 p.m. Sunday. 
One shell casing was found on Devon Street, which 
is behind the house.

Man murdered on 
Almont Street in 
Mattapan

The HBO Max series on famous chef Julia Child 
returned to Dorchester this week.

Adams Corner Cafe and Butcher Shop in Adams 
Village said it’s closed Monday, Aug. 16 through 
Thursday, August 19 due to filming inside.

Within that same timeframe, the series is also 
filming in Fields Corner, on Adams Street, Lincoln 
Street, Park Street, Greenwood Park and Gibson 
Street.

The series, named “Julia,” was in Dorchester in 
July, filming inside the Hall Space gallery at 950 
Dorchester Ave. in Savin Hill.

English actress Sarah Lancashire is playing Child, 
while David Hyde-Pierce plays her husband Paul.

The Cambridge-based series is focusing on her time 
as the host of the TV program, “The French Chef,” 
a cooking show produced by public broadcasting 
giant WGBH.

Child had other Massachusetts connections: She 
graduated from Northampton’s Smith College in 

1934. She later joined the Office of Strategic Services, 
the precursor to the CIA, and after World War II 
she graduated from the Cordon Bleu school in Paris. 
She died in California in 2004.

The HBO series runs eight episodes, according to 
Hollywood trade publication Deadline. 

The show has also filmed in Wellesley, Lynn, and 
of course, Cambridge.

“Julia” is the latest production to be filmed in 
Massachusetts. The “Black Panther” sequel, “Black 
Panther: Wakanda Forever,” is filming at MIT this 
week after a stint in Worcester, while Jon Hamm 
of “Mad Men” fame has been filming “Confess, 
Fletch” in Boston’s South End and the South Shore. 
The movie, featuring the same character played by 
Chevy Chase in the 1980s movie and based on the 
book series by the late Boston Globe reporter Greg-
ory Mcdonald, is about a journalist investigating a 
murder. — REPORTER STAFF

‘Julia,’ series on famous chef, films in Adams Village
The scene outside the Butcher Shop Market in Adams Corner on Tuesday morning. Ed Forry photo



August 19, 2021   THE REPORTER         Page 3dotnews.com

memberspluscu.org     781-905-1500

MEDFORD     NORWOOD     DORCHESTER     EVERETT     PLYMOUTH

We’re CRAZY 
for Our Community!
To Celebrate our 80th Anniversary, 

We’re Giving Away

*Entry restrictions apply.

To Enter To Win, Scan the Code               
or visit memberspluscu.org/celebrating

8 MONTHLY $88 CASH PRIZES 
PLUS ONE $888 CASH GRAND PRIZE

City employees to take vaccine or regular test, Janey says

Two with Dot roots join 
Mayor Janey’s office

Tiffani Caballero to 
focus on Jamaica Plain.

Caitlin Stapleton will 
cover Charlestown. 

Boston Mayor Kim Janey tapped Caitlin Stapleton 
to serve as the Office of Neighborhood Services’ new 
neighborhood liaison for Charlestown and Tiffani 
Caballero as its liaison for Jamaica Plain. Stapleton, 
who grew up in Dorchester’s Adams Village, worked 
at Monument Restaurant & Tavern in Charlestown, 
which she said helped her build relationships across 
the neighborhood that she will use in her new role. 
Caballero is also a Dorchester native who previously 
worked as a constituent service center representative 
for Boston’s 311 line. She is working on a psychology 
degree at the University of Massachusetts Boston. 
“I am confident that their love for the communities 
they represent, and Boston as a whole, will help 
them serve our residents,” Janey said in a statement.

who work in the schools, 
the centers for youth and 
families, and the public 
libraries are required to 
comply by Sept. 20.

Contractors and vol-
unteers who work with 
those city agencies and 
departments, as well 
as employees who work 
in public safety, parks, 
inspectional services, 
registry and parking de-
partments, must comply 
by Oct. 4. All other em-
ployees, contractors and 
volunteers must comply 
by Oct. 18.

The vaccine and test-
ing will be available for 
free and eligible city 
workers will have up to 
one hour of paid leave 
during a workday to get 
vaccinated or tested, 
according to the Janey 
administration.

“Our purpose is to pro-
tect our employees and 
the public,” Janey said 
during a City Hall press 
conference, which came 
days after mayoral rivals 
pressed her to make the 
move.

More than 400,000 
Boston residents are 
fully vaccinated, and the 
city has seen a 17 percent 
increase in the Black 
vaccination rate, and a 
23 percent increase in 
Latino vaccination rate, 
according to Janey. “We 
are making real prog-
ress,” she said.

The move drew an 

array of responses from 
her rivals, who include 
former city economic 
development chief John 
Barros and City Coun-
cillors Michelle Wu, and 
Andrea Campbell.

Campbell said Janey 
has moved too slowly 
as the infection rate in 
Boston rises. A vaccina-
tion mandate is “the type 
of decision that should 
take hours or days — not 
weeks,’ Campbell said in 
a statement.

Janey also drew criti-
cism for again refusing 
to institute a mandate 
for proof of vaccination, 
as New York has done. 
Noting the lower vac-
cination rate among 
Blacks, Janey said at 
the press conference, “To 
suggest that half of Black 
residents couldn’t go to 
a grocery store I think 
is insane.”

Campbell said Janey 
was “once again spread-
ing misinformation 

about the vaccine by 
saying that proof of 
vaccination would be 
required” at a grocery 
store.

“No one has suggested 
that for Boston,” Camp-
bell said. “Misinforma-
tion like this erodes 
trust in our public health 
system and will likely 
prevent people from 
getting vaccinated.”

Barros echoed Camp-
bell in Janey in calling 
the vaccination poli-
cy for city employees 
“overdue.” “This should 
have been implemented 
last month when Acting 
Mayor Janey required 
employees to come back 
to City Hall full time,” 
he said.

For her part, Wu said 
the city needs “more than 
half-measures.” She add-

ed: “City Hall must set 
out regulations on vac-
cination for high-risk 
indoor spaces like gyms, 
salons, and restaurants 
to ensure protections for 
all our communities.”

A n n i s s a  E s s a i b i 
George, a city councillor 
at-large, tacked to the 
other side of the vaccine 
mandate debate during 
an interview with GBH 
News.

“I’m certainly willing 
to explore it,” she told 
the public radio station, 
but would prefer to avoid 
a vaccine mandate.

The Boston Teachers 
Union voiced support for 
Janey’s move.

“We applaud Mayor 
Janey for proactively 
taking action to ensure 
the safety of students, 
the safety of educators 

and the safety of the 
public,” Jessica Tang, 
BTU president, said in 
a statement Thursday. 
“This policy feels con-
sistent with prior poli-
cies around vaccinating 
against other dangerous 
viruses and diseases.”

But another union, 
Local 718, the Dorches-
ter-based group repre-
senting the city’s fire-
fighters, which has a 
history warring with 
City Hall going back to at 
least the days of Mayor 
Thomas Menino, took 
a different stance. The 
union previously raised 
the prospect of a lawsuit 
over a vaccine mandate.

“Boston Firefighters 
understand the seri-
ousness of the COVID 
virus because of the 
personal nature of our 

work protecting the pub-
lic,” John Soares, the 
union’s leader, said in 
an email to members. 
“Our concerns regarding 
mandated vaccination 
should not in any way 
be misconstrued to be-
little the deadly effects 
of this virus. We have 
strived throughout this 
pandemic to maintain 
safe working conditions 
for our members, their 
families, and the public 
we serve.”

But the union deserves 
“opportunity to address 
our concerns with a 
meaningful dialogue on 
all sides of this issue,” 
he added. “As your Pres-
ident, I will continue to 
navigate this situation 
until a resolution can be 
reached.” 

(Continued from page 1)

Acting Mayor Janey: 
‘Purpose is to protect’
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‘Haiti can’t catch a break’: Expats seek to help after latest quake
By reBeCa periera

reporter  
CorreSponDent

With at least 1,400 
dead after a 7.2 magni-
tude earthquake struck 
Haiti early Saturday 
morning (Aug. 14), mem-
bers of Boston’s Haitian 
community are feeling 
the reverberations, in 
addition to gang vio-
lence, the fallout from a 
presidential assassina-
tion and heavy rainfall 
that have hit the nation 
in the past year.

Many prominent Hai-

tian expats have lept to 
mobilize relief efforts 
from abroad as they 
mourn the loss of friends 
and loved ones.

Robert Kraft, the bil-
lionaire owner of the 
New England Patriots, 
will lend his private 
plane to support ongoing 
disaster relief efforts in 
Haiti, according to sev-
eral people behind the 
efforts. Kraft’s offer of 
aid was arranged with 
help from the office of 
Gov. Charlie Baker.

“This is really about 

building a public and 
private partnership that 
will benefit the area 
and provide desperately 
needed relief,” said for-
mer state senator Linda 
Dorcena Forry, who is 
married to Reporter 
publisher Bill Forry.

The aircraft will de-
liver medical supplies 
to Saint Boniface Hospi-
tal in Fond-des-Blancs, 
Haiti with help from 
Massachusetts based 
organizations like Build 
Health International.

Haiti sits on the En-

riquillo-Plantain Gar-
den fault zone, a hotbed 
of seismic activity in the 
Caribbean. In 2010 the 
area was struck by a 
devastating quake. Its 
epicenter just 30 miles 
west of the capital, Port-
Au-Prince, exacerbated 
the death toll and a level 
of destruction the coun-
try was still struggling 
to repair 16 years later.

For a nation already 
enveloped in instability, 
said community activist 
Jean Claude Sanon, 
there is hope in the pos-

sibility of “mending what 
was lost.”  “We have to 
make relief reach Haiti 
in a more structured way 
and make sure that we 
are quickly answering 
people’s needs,” he said. 
“They are desperate for 
drinking water, second is 
food, and, of course, they 
need shelter if they have 
been displaced.”

“The needs are not 
few,” added Sanon, who 
works in radio broad-
casting and has previ-
ously run for City Coun-
cil. “But we can mend the 
area if we learn from the 
lessons of 2010. I believe 
we will do it.” 

In the aftermath of 
Saturday’s even more 
powerful earthquake, 
elected officials, con-
cerned community mem-
bers, and philanthro-
pists are scrambling 
to act with immediacy 
to help contain and 
ameliorate the damage 
sustained on the island. 

“People are crushed, 
it’s like Haiti can’t catch 
a break. The situation 
is horrible, it’s very sad, 
but we know the country 
is resilient,” said Forry, 
who is a member of the 
National Haitian Amer-
ican Elected Officials 
Network. “The Haitian 
community is mobiliz-
ing resources, but some 
things are still being 
rebuilt from 2010. There 
needs to be mobilization 

and there needs to be 
accountability.” 

Julio Midy, who is a 
Boston Public Schools 
teacher, echoed laments 
about mishandling of 
resources in 2010 but re-
mained optimistic about 
the latest relief efforts. 

An alliance of more 
than 60 local Hai-
tian-Americans have 
also joined with organi-
zations including Hai-
tian American United 
and Friends of Haiti to 
settle on an account to 
field and redistribute 
relief funds. 

In the aftermath of the 
2010 disaster, Boston 
philanthropists joined 
forces to create The Haiti 
Fund, which was housed 
through The Boston 
Foundation. The fund 
made grants to carefully 
selected non-profits with 
a mission to empower 
Haitian-led organiza-
tions closest to the need 
on the ground. After five 
years, the fund mor-
phed into what is now 
the Haiti Development 
Institute, which contin-
ues to work closely with 
organizations that are lo-
cated in the latest quake 
zone in the southwest 
region of Haiti.

Reporter executive ed-
itor/publisher Bill For-
ry contributed to this 
report.
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Dorchester Daloz Drycleaning  

Pamela Leins of Mat-
tapan is the new leader of 
the Boston Educational 
Development Fund, the 
fiscal and fundraising 
partner to the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
started at the group’s ex-
ecutive director on July 
19 after six years as the 
director of Planning and 
Development for Boston 
Centers for Youth & 
Families (BCYF).

A first-generation 
American-born Lati-
na, Pamela is a proud 
product of Boston Pub-
lic Schools and Boston 
Community Centers, 
now known as BCYF. 
In addition to her work 
for youth across the city, 
she is the owner of In the 
Cut Boston Barbershop 
and vice-president of the 
TAG Association, a non-
profit whose mission is to 

celebrate Latinx culture, 
educate our youth, and 
elevate our community. 
A graduate of North-
eastern University, she 
is the proud mother of 
two boys - one incoming 
BPS kindergartener, 
and caretaker of two 
recent BPS graduates.

“There is so much 
talent and innovation 
in our BPS community,” 
Leins said in a statement 
last week. “And in a re-
source-rich city like Bos-
ton, I am excited to lead 
a team that will make 
meaningful connections 
and partnerships to 
leverage all of our re-
sources for the greatest 
impact, particularly as 
we recover from dual 
pandemics.”

BEDF facilitates ac-
cess to philanthropic 
funding and adminis-

ters these resources 
to sustain and expand 
educational opportuni-
ties for students, edu-
cators, and families. In 
the last 10 years alone, 
BEDF has administered 
nearly $110 million in 
private external funding 
to support numerous ed-
ucational initiatives and 
programs across BPS.

Prior to her work 
with the City of Bos-
ton, Pamela was Senior 
Education Manager at 
Junior Achievement of 
Northern New England 
(JANNE). Her resume 
also boasts positions at 
ROCA and the Massa-
chusetts Executive Of-
fice of Health & Human 
Services (EOHHS).

“BEDF is thrilled to 
welcome Pamela Leins 
as its first Executive Di-
rector and greatly looks 

forward to Pamela’s 
work to strengthen and 
implement our organi-
zational vision, fund-
raising, and financial 
strategies, in further-
ance of our mission,” said 
Essence McGill Arzu, 
Esq., BEDF Board Pres-
ident and Partner at the 
Arzu Law Group LLC.  
“Her extraordinary en-
thusiasm and passion 
for supporting youth, 
education, diversity, 
and community, coupled 
with her strengths of 
engaging with people 
and building strategic 
partnerships will help 
drive BEDF forward into 
its next phase.” 

At right: Pamela Leins, 
executive director of 
Boston Educational De-
velopment Fund.
Image courtesy BEDF 
 

Mattapan’s Leins now leads key BPS funder

Daloz Cleansers start-
ed in Boston in the late 
19th century.  It had 
retail shops in Boston 
although the actual work 
facility was located else-
where, first in Roxbury, 
then South Boston,  then 
in 1900 in Dorchester 
at 11 Humphreys St.  
The Dorchester building 
later became the Hum-
phreys Street Studios.

 Today’s illustration 
comes from The Dorches-
ter Beacon May 5, 1900 
edition. In that issue, the 
paper published a couple 
of dozen puff pieces about 
various businesses in 
Dorchester.  Excerpts 
from the text of the ar-
ticle follows:

“One of the latest es-
tablishments to come to 
Dorchester for a perma-
nent location is the large 
dyeing establishment of 
Mr. L. H. Daloz.  This 

gentleman has followed 
the business in Boston 
for almost a quarter of a 
century and has become 
one of the leading and 
most prominent men in 
his line of business in 
the city.  For over thirty 
years he has been en-
gaged in the cleansing 
and dyeing trade and 
most of the time on a 
large scale.  

“He began business in 
1869 in New York City, 
and in 1877 he moved to 
Boston, opening a down 
town office and establish-
ing his works in Roxbury.  
In four years his business 
had grown so as to re-
quire larger and better 
quarters, and in 1883 
he moved his works to 
South Boston, locating 
on Dorchester Avenue 
and Rawson Street.  Here 
he remained for seven-
teen years, until recent 

changes and improve-
ments there forced him 
to move.  He then turned 
to Dorchester and soon 
began the erection of a 
large plant at 11 Hum-
phrey Street.  This he has 
but recently completed 
and is just getting fully 
established n his new 
quarters. 

“He has a large frame 
and brick building 130 
feet long and 40 feet 
wide, with three floors, 
giving him a total floor 
space over 15,000 square 
feet.  This larger building 
is completely equipped 
with all the machinery, 
apparatus and conve-
niences necessary for 
a thoroughly modern 
cleansing and dyeing 
plant, and Mr. Daloz is 
better prepared than 
ever to handle his large 
business.  He does cleans-
ing an dying of all kinds 

and his methods are the 
most modern and im-
prove, making it possible 
to treat the most delicate 
goods and colors success-
fully... At his Humphrey 
Street works, which are 
now in full operation, he 

employs thirty people.  
He maintains two stores 
in the city, one at 510 
Tremont Street another 
at 24 Bromfield Street.  
Mr. Daloz has been a 
resident of Dorchester 
for the last fifteen years 

and has many friends in 
the district who esteem 
highly as a business man 
and citizen.”

The archive of these 
historical posts can be 
read at dorchesterhistor-
icalsociety.org

The Massachusetts 
Port Authority (Mass-
port) recently celebrated 
the recipients of the 
2021 Diversity Science, 
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math (STEM) 
Scholarships, which in-
clude a young person 
from Mattapan among 
its recipients. 

Scho larships  are 
awarded to graduating 
high school students who 
have shown an interest 
in pursuing a degree that 
could be utilized in the 
transportation industry, 
have done community 
service, have been ac-
cepted to an accredited 
college or university and 
have submitted essays 
describing their career 
interests or how commu-
nity service has affected 
their outlook on life.

Two Boston students, 
Arianna Callender and 
Djackyna Celestin, are 
each receiving $3,000 

awards for college. 
“Everything we do 

here at Massport in-
volves STEM. There 
are countless career 
paths in the tech and 
science industries for 
students to explore, and 
so many opportunities 
here in Massachusetts,” 
said Massport CEO Lisa 
Wieland. “We wish Ari-
anna and Djackyna the 
best of luck at school, and 
hope these scholarships 
encourage even more 
students to take a serious 
look at the STEM disci-
plines when planning 
their career paths.

Callender, who grad-
uated from the Boston 
Community and Lead-
ership Academy in Hyde 
Park with a 4.37 GPAm 
will attend Bryn Mawr 
College of Pennsylvania. 
She volunteers with 
Boston Cares, preparing 
and distributing meals to 
children and adults. 

While participating in 
the Student Scholar of 
Success Link Program, 
she received college cred-
it and represented stu-
dents on the Boston Stu-
dent Advisory Council. 

In her words, she 
“wants to come back to 
her community and help 
shape higher path for 
learning, improve health 
care, and help underrep-
resented families all over 
the world.”

Djackyna Celestin 
of Jamaica Plain just 
graduated from Brigh-
ton High School with a 
3.70 GPA. She will be 
attending University of 
Massachusetts Amherst 
in the fall.

She has also completed 
ambitious and challeng-
ing internships that are 
deeply relevant to her ca-
reer aspirations and val-
ues: organizing protests 
and policy discussions 
for the Boston Teachers 

Union, and exploring the 
legal field by working at 
Burns & Levinson LLP. 

To be considered for 
the Diversity STEM 
Scholarship, graduating 
seniors must be a student 
of color, a resident or 
school attendee in the 
City of Boston or one of 
Massport’s neighboring 
communities, a high 
school senior with a min-
imum 3.0 GPA, accepted 
to an accredited college 
or university, involved in 
community service, and 
nterested in pursuing 
a degree that could be 
utilized in the Transpor-
tation Industry. 

The applications were 
judged by a committee 
of Massport employees. 
More information about 
the scholarship can be 
found at massport.com.

Arianna Callender and Tiffany Brown-Grier, Acting 
Director of Diversity & Inclusion/Compliance at 
Massport. Photo courtesy Massport
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By gintautaS DumCiuS
managing eDitor

Mayoral candidate 
John Barros released his 
first ad of the campaign, 
focusing on airing it on-
line and eventually on 
television.

Called “The Table,” it 
was filmed in the Barros 
family yard in Uphams 
Corner, with supporters 
seated around a table 
as Barros, who served 
as former mayor Marty 
Walsh’s economic devel-
opment chief, chats and 
shakes hands.

The campaign is put-
ting $100,000 behind the 
ad “to start,” a spokes-
man said Friday. The 
campaign declined to 
provide further details 
behind the spending.

“The ad will be posted 
all over social media, and 
hopefully on television,” 
according to a fundrais-
ing email to supporters.

“We hope it leaves you 
with the knowledge that 
you will always have a 
seat at the table when 
John is mayor,” the email 
adds.

Spotted in the ad: 
Walsh’s former tourism 
chief Ken Brissette; Dan 
Magoon, a Dorchester 
veteran who heads up 
a nonprofit focused on 
Gold Star families; and 
Rev. Jack Ahern, the 
pastor of St. Gregory’s 
Parish.

Barros ended July 
with $194,000 in cash 
on hand, having raised 
$48,604 that month and 
spent $173,570, with 
more than half of that 
going towards digital 
advertising, according to 
publicly available cam-
paign finance records.

Barros’ ad was re-
leased the same day a 
super PAC, calling itself 
“Unified Boston,” sur-
faced with the intent to 
spend outside money on 

his behalf.
The super PAC list-

ed Antonio Teixeira as 
chairman and treasurer. 
Teixeira, whose voice-
mail greeting identi-
fied him as working for 
Roxbury Latin School, 
did not respond to a 
voicemail and an email 
seeking comment. It has 
not filed any spending 
reports yet.

The super PAC’s entry 
now means every ma-
jor mayoral candidate 
has at least one su-
per PAC backing them. 
Super PACs can raise 
and spend unlimited 
amounts of funds, but 
they cannot coordinate 
with the campaigns they 
support.

The Sept. 14 prelim-
inary will winnow the 
field to two candidates.

Separately, a super 
PAC supporting City 
Councillor Michelle 
Wu’s mayoral campaign 
swung into action this 
week. A public campaign 
finance filing showed 
the group, tied to the 
Environmental League 
of Massachusetts, spend-
ing $47,000 on digital 
advertising in support 
of Wu.

Another pro-Wu super 
PAC, calling itself the 
“Boston Turnout Proj-
ect,” has not yet public-
ly filed any campaign 
finance reports.

A super PAC sup-
porting City Councillor 
Annissa Essaibi George, 
dubbed “Bostonians for 
Real Progress,” also 
hasn’t filed any reports.

Acting Mayor Kim 
Janey has two active 
super PACs supporting 
her, one backed by the 
hotel workers union 
UNITE HERE Local 
26, and one from liber-
al group known as the 
Right to the City Vote.

City Councillor An-

drea Campbell has the 
“Better Boston” super 
PAC, which has spent 
nearly $1 million on ads 
on her behalf. She and 
Essaibi George have re-
cently both gone up with 
their own TV ads.

Janey heads to 
Martha’s Vineyard 

for fundraisers
With a month to go 

before the Sept. 14 pre-
lim, Acting Mayor Janey 
headed to Martha’s Vine-
yard on Saturday after-
noon for a few fundrais-
ers. She was scheduled 
to return by ferry in the 
evening.

According to a copy 
of the invite obtained 
by the Reporter, the 
host committee includ-
ed Terrance Ankner, 
Alan Bilzerian, Joseph 
Carter, Denella Clark, 
Herby Duverne, Joyce 
Ferriabough Bolling, 
Greg Janey, Daryl Set-
tles, and Richard Taylor 
among others.

Further details about 
the other fundraiser 
were not immediately 
available. As of July 
31, her campaign had 
$624,911 in cash on 
hand.

Councillor Campbell 
also had an August 
fundraiser early in the 

month, hosted by Valerie 
Jarrett, a top adviser 
to President Obama, 
according to Politico 
Massachusetts.

Endorsement  
Corner

Roxbury state Rep. 
Chynah Tyler has en-
dorsed Campbell’s cam-
paign for mayor. Tyler, 
who also represents 
parts of Roxbury, Fen-
way and the South End, 
also chairs the Legisla-
ture’s Black and Latino 
caucus.

“Whether it was es-
tablishing pathways for 
workforce development, 
or ensuring public safety 
measures for our neigh-
borhoods, Andrea has 
gone above and beyond 
for her constituents -- 
refusing to simply main-
tain the status quo,” 
said Tyler, who was first 
elected in 2016.

Campbell, a Roxbury 
native and Mattapan 
resident, said they were 
both “daughters of Rox-
bury.”

She asked voters to 
“do your homework” on 
distinctions between the 
people on the historic 
slate of mayoral candi-
dates. All are people of 
color, and four out of five 
candidates are women.

Barros releases ad as super PAC forms to help his campaign
Campbell pointed to 

her personal narrative, 
a public school student 
who went to Princeton 
while her twin brother 
Andre landed on a dif-
ferent path, and died in 
custody while awaiting 
trial.

Meanwhile, Wu picked 
up two Allston-Brigh-
ton area endorsements. 
Mike Moran, a Democrat 
who serves as the state 
House’s assistant major-
ity leader, and Councillor 
Liz Breadon said they’re 
backing Wu at a Tuesday 
event.

Other campaigns also 
rolled out their respec-
tive endorsements. Julia 
Mejia, an incumbent 
city councillor at-large 
running for reelection, 
endorsed fellow at-large 
candidate Carla Mon-
teiro. There are a total 
of 17 candidates run-
ning for four slots. The 
Sept. 14 preliminary will 
narrow the field of 17 to 
eight.

“Like many Bosto-
nians, Julia and I share 
the lived experiences of 
being single mothers, 
growing up around gun 
violence, and struggling 
to get by,” Monteiro said 

in a statement. “I look 
forward to working with 
her on the Boston City 
Council to make sure the 
needs of our residents are 
put first.”

Separately, Evandro 
Carvalho, the former 
state representative 
looking to win the Dis-
trict 4 seat Campbell is 
giving up in her mayoral 
run, announced a slew of 
labor endorsements.

The unions include 
UNITE HERE Local 
26, Laborers Local 223, 
IBEW Local 103, United 
Auto Workers Region 9A, 
North Atlantic States 
Regional Council of Car-
penters, The Roofers and 
Waterproofers Local 33, 
The Bricklayers and Al-
lied Craftsmen Local 3, 
and The Mass Retirees.

There are a total of 
nine candidates running 
for District 4. Two will 
emerge from the Sept. 14 
preliminary and head to 
the Nov. 2 final election.

A clip from the Barros campaign ad “The Table,” 
shot in the candidate’s backyard. 

Roxbury state Rep. Chynah Tyler, left, endorsed 
Andrea Campbell’s bid for mayor last week.
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East West Mortgage is the only mortgage company headquartered in Dorchester, owned and operated by a Dorchester native. He saw a need to provide

an honest and locally grown option for mortgage lending in our community and that is what we are doing. We understand Boston and when there is a

need we are here to help. That is why we developed the East West Mortgage Spotlight to help give a voice to local organizations doing good in our

community everyday. For every mortgage refinance or purchase you do with East West Mortgage we will donate $500 to an East West Spotlight

organization of your choice. Use Code SPOTLIGHT

Build up your community when you
Borrow from East West Mortgage
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Editorial

By Seth Daniel
reporter ContriButor

Just down the street this summer has been a great 
introduction of music into the neighborhood – kind 
of a continuation of something good that happened 
late last summer during the 2020 pandemic.

The organization Mad Music Mill has been laying 
the groundwork for a summer of laid-back outdoor 
music, and what a joy it’s been. This is significant 
because I can’t recall a neighborhood concert on this 
side of Washington Street, that wasn’t connected to 
a church gathering, in as long as I’ve been around. 

Most of the outdoor concerts in Dorchester are 
in other places, and our family has always had to 
load up the car and drive to the other side of the 
neighborhood to enjoy those kinds of things. What 
a pleasure it is to walk down the street, hang a left, 
and find a group of young musicians playing their 
hearts out for anyone willing to lend an ear.

Neighbor Adonis Martin is the owner and director 
of the Mill – which got its start a few years ago in a 
church on the Glenway as a place to rent rehears-
al space, and more importantly, for a weekly jam 
session. I’ve seen him walking the dog often in the 
neighborhood for some time, but it’s funny that you 
can see someone doing something like that year in 
and year out – yet not know they’re a great musician, 
writer, or whatever other good thing. The Mill, by 
my measuring stick, is a really talented group of 
musicians and singers from the area, and last Sep-
tember when everyone was looking for something to 
do outside – they brought the show to the Norwell 
Street lot (soon to be a park) for a laid-back open 
mic concert. A lot of credit goes to Laquisa Burke 
of the West Of Washington (WOW) Neighborhood 
Association for getting the engine revved up on this 
for a repeat performance in 2021.

This summer, they’ve returned for what’s being 
called “Sunday Service – Off the Cuff,” another 
open mic jam session on Norwell Street that hap-
pens every second Sunday. I attended the first one 
with my wife and neighbors, and it was just what 
the doctor ordered on a Sunday night before going 
back to the awful grind of a pandemic workweek. 
I didn’t contribute musically, thankfully, but I did 
provide the lawn mower to cut the grass – if that 
counts for anything.

This, of course, is how all good things start – just 
for fun – and with a group of very talented people. 
So it is, if you can play anything, recite poetry or 
rhymes, or carry a tune, stop by Sunday Service with 
the Mad Music Mill this summer. They’ll be altering 
the schedule to be at the WOW BBQ on Saturday, 
Aug. 21(1-4 p.m.), but then it’s back to the routine. 
I know I’m looking forward to it.

 KICKING IT OFF WITH COFFEE
Acting Mayor Kim Janey kicked off her Coffee 

Hour series – a staple of Boston summer mayoral 
activities for decades – in Four Corners late last 
month at Mother’s Rest Park.

There was a spoken word artist, iced Dunks, the 
usual potted plant giveaway and Janey spoke about 
the importance of open spaces in her life, and the 
lives of all of us in the city. 

The visit made me think a lot about the mayoral 
race before us, which is coming quickly. I happen 
to live in probably the lowest voter-turnout precinct 
in all of Boston, 17-1. That means there are never 
lines to vote, no matter how big the election might 
be. However, it also means that when you hear and 
see pictures of the mayoral candidates “canvassing” 

the neighborhoods, they aren’t canvassing this 
neighborhood. It’s an economy of scale type of thing. 

To date, I don’t believe we’ve had any of the five 
major candidates come up the front steps to pay us 
a visit, nor did any mayoral candidates in any of the 
previous races. Being all super-voters in our house-
hold, what we do get is the surrogate visit, which 
in Boston means a vast array of printed fliers that 
come in the mail at a clip one cannot imagine. Note 
to candidates:  I toss those right in the recycling, 
and I know they’re expensive. 

For my money, if I were running, I’d take out a 
series of regular ads in this and other newspapers 
around Boston – but hey, I’m biased.

Some people like not getting “canvassed” by the 
candidates. I tend to enjoy having the candidates 
come to the door and ask for my vote. It’s kind of 
like Halloween. They come up to the porch, knock 
on the door and – as it goes – they have to ask for 
candy, or in the case of politicians, for your vote. It’s 
the pageantry and the dance of it all that makes it 
fun in both instances. Then again, like the state of 
voting here, there also aren’t many kids that come 
around for Halloween to trick-or-treat either – leav-
ing a giant bowl of unclaimed candy at our house.

That leads to why the day after Halloween is my 
second favorite day of the year. There’s a huge bowl 
of unclaimed candy left over, and somebody’s gotta’ 
eat it. With the final mayoral election on Nov. 2, just 
two days after Halloween, that might make waddling 
up to the voting booth a bit more challenging.

For anyone that’s interested, the WOW group 
and eight other Associations from the west side of 
Dorchester are having a mayoral forum on online on 
Aug. 30, 6:30 p.m. Anyone interested in the Council 
at-Large race can catch the same coalition with the 
candidates at an online forum on Aug. 23, 6:30 p.m.

PAYCHECK IN THE ATTIC
I was chasing some squirrels out of the eaves in 

the attic of my house earlier this summer, which has 
become quite a task with how aggressive those little 
monsters have become. After the dust had settled 
and they ran outside, I saw an envelope that fell to 
the ground below and it contained a pay stub from 
a former owner of the home – who, incidentally, I do 
know. The stub was from the Hyatt Regency Hotel 
downtown, and from November 1982. Shockingly, the 
total earnings on that holiday week (Thanksgiving) 
for 44.5 hours was $114.40. In today’s dollars, that’s 
about $323.64 – still way too low. 

But the story only gets worse. I scanned the de-
ductions for health insurance, dental, retirement, 
federal tax, state tax, this, and that – and by the 
time it was all done – the guy had only made $33 
bucks. Can you imagine? Some people nowadays 
spend that on lunch at a food truck. 
TREASURING THOSE QUIET MORNINGS
Someone who moved to the neighborhood from 

another part of Dorchester noted to me that the 
afternoons, evenings and nights on the west side 
of Dorchester are just too loud. And after some 
thought, he’s right. 

Too many loud backyard parties, too many ATVs 
ripping up and down the street, too much loud dra-
ma, too much loud fighting, and too many fireworks. 
Everything is loud and obnoxious, I now realize.

But morning, on the other hand, that’s God’s oasis. 
Crisp skies, no cars, and the sound of nature. I woke 
up the other morning quite early and you couldn’t 
hear anything outside. There was no sound. It was 
so quiet that I think I could hear the sun rising.

Best things in life are just down the street

To the Editor:
As states across this country work to roll back 

voting rights and make it more difficult for many - 
but especially for people of color - to vote, we have a 
responsibility to standup against voter suppression.

Which is why the Boston City Council meeting 
on July 21 was a revealing moment in city politics 
when the council voted 11-1 in favor of a resolution 
supporting election day voter registration.

The lone no vote? District 3 City Councilor Frank 
Baker. With no fanfare, no explanation, and no part 
in the hearings leading up to the vote, Councilor 
Baker cast a declarative “Nay”, cementing his po-
sition on the wrong side of history.

Councilor Baker’s lone opposition should not come 
as a surprise. He is, after all, ‘Councilor No’ and the 
voice responsible for the colorful language heard at 
a council meeting earlier this year.

At the beginning of the pandemic, he was also 
the only councilor to vote against a resolution for a 
moratorium on mortgage payments, evictions, and 
foreclosures and he has advocated for us to “take 
the cuffs off police, so to speak” regarding the crises 
we face at Mass and Cass.

Actions such as these are why I am running to 

represent District 3 this November. The proposal was 
not particularly controversial. The council worked 
with the Elections Department to ensure that the 
bill would be feasible in Boston and that on election 
day, they would have adequate resources to validate 
voter registrations and changes. There was ample 
time to raise concerns or questions, as many other 
councilors did, but Baker remained quiet.

There is strong evidence that election day voter 
registration increases voter turnout, with states 
and municipalities often seeing an increase after 
implementation. The practice simply makes it easier 
for individuals to cast their votes and any effort to 
stand in the way of this should not go unquestioned.

Every Bostonian’s voice deserves to be heard. 
We should allow 16- and 17-year-olds as well as 
non-citizens the opportunity to vote. 

I am a “Yes” on this resolution and I urge our 
representatives on Beacon Hill to act swiftly on 
the home rule petition in front of them. And I am 
committed to listening to and standing up for the 
voices across District 3 and look forward to the op-
portunity to represent them in City Hall.

Stephen McBride
Dorchester

West Side Stories

Letter to 
the Editor D-3 candidate challenges Baker vote

Did you know that Dorchester’s Strand Theatre is 
the only (non-school) theatre space in the city that’s 
actually owned by the city of Boston? It’s been the 
case since the mid-1970s when Kevin White twirled 
the keys to the mayor’s office. White saved it from 
the wrecking ball. Since then, tens of millions of tax 
dollars have been pumped in to keep the lights on 
and to spruce up the old movie house that opened 
at the height of the last global pandemic in 1918.

It’s sort of surprising, then, that the Strand doesn’t 
factor into most of the platforms of the people who 
want to be elected this fall.  We’ve been asking the 
question for many years: What do we want to do 
with the Strand? We asked it of the candidates who 
ran for mayor in 2013. Marty Walsh— who won 
that race— kicked off his campaign for mayor in 
the Strand— and held a big election eve rally there. 
But his team never quite nailed the landing when 
it came to revitalizing the landmark.

This summer, we’ve asked all the candidates for 
mayor and city council what they would do next.
Everyone who responded agrees that the Strand 
is a “jewel” that we should preserve and improve 
upon. But, we’ve been hearing that song-and-dance 
since the 70s. What does that mean in practical 
terms, particularly in 2021 as we stumble still 
through Covid, which has been particularly unkind 
to indoor venues?

John Barros is clearly the most conversant per-
son on the city ballot in this regard. He can see 
the Strand from his house. He’s the only candidate 
who name checks the Strand as an important city 
asset on his website. And his interest showed in his 
detailed response to our questionnaire this month. 

In his role as Marty Walsh’s economic develop-
ment chief, Barros was charged with “reimagining” 
Uphams Corner as an “Arts Innovation District.” 
Since 2015, there’s been a too-long series of meetings, 
some with a focus on creating an “RFP” to pick an 
outside operator to take over the Strand’s operations. 
That’s been tried before— and flopped— under the 
Menino administration. But Barros is committed 
to trying again if he wins. And, from this vantage 
point, it’s worth one more shot.

“A separate operator will have the staffing and 
budget to help the Strand fulfill its potential, while 
the City of Boston can focus on marketing the asset 
and attracting more patrons,” Barros said in part. 

Michelle Wu called the Strand a “community trea-
sure” that “should be the anchor for a thriving arts 
district right at Uphams Corner as well as integrated 
into a citywide elevation of arts and culture.” But 
there’s not much “there” there. Wu’s arts platform 
as outlined on her very comprehensive site never 
even mentions the Dorchester theatre.

Frank Baker, the city councillor whose District 3 
seat includes the Strand, has clearly been paying 
attention. He urgently wants to link plans to build 
a new library in Uphams Corner to the theatre’s re-
use and worries that if we don’t, we’ll face another 
“missed opportunity.”

“By connecting the library, with the senior hous-
ing above, onto the Strand Theater, we can create 
a hub in Uphams Corner that will ultimately be 
an economic driving force for the neighborhood,” 
Baker said,

None of the candidates for mayor or council should 
be judged solely on one issue in one corner of the city. 
But the Strand is a citywide asset — or, to some, a 
liability—that merits a more thoughtful approach.

The next mayor and council need to make a hard 
call on whether or not we want the Strand on the 
city’s balance sheets moving forward. And if we do, 
let’s start to see more action and less platitudes 
from the next administration.

         -Bill Forry

What might this election 
mean for the Strand?
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To the editor:
I often drive along Gallivan Blvd. and lament 

that those trees and other shrubs have either not 
been maintained or else lost to road salt and other 
road hazards. I also thought that over the years 
they would transform the island into a structure 
more like planters than what we initially did.   
In Quincy along Bergin Parkway heading to Brain-
tree & Rte 3 you can see that the planters installed 
along that stretch of road are in great shape. 

 The City of Quincy under Mayor Koch’s leadership 
has just newly constructed two parkways to honor 
generals, including two with Quincy/Dorchester 
roots.  The dedication is September 11.  

The dedication of the roads and a bridge from 
Burgin Parkway will be the focus of a new Generals 
Park dedicated to several who came from Quincy.

William J. Geary, Esq.
Quincy

(The writer, as MDC Commissioner in the Dukakis 
administration, was in charge of planting the trees 
along Gallivan Blvd.)

To the editor:
I, too, have noticed the condition of the few remain-

ing trees on the median on Gallivan Blvd., so I zoned 
in on Ed Forry’s editorial in last week’s Reporter.

As a resident of Uphams Corner with a desire 
to see some semblance of the Emerald Necklace 
brought back to Columbia Road, I once had an 
enlightening conversation with the City’s arborist 
about the challenges of planting and maintaining 
street trees. It started with my comment that the 
VFW Parkway has thriving, mature trees, so why 
can’t we have them in Dorchester?

Here’s what I learned: To survive, street trees need 
protection against road salt. On the VFW Parkway, 
the curbs are set really high so that salt is cast 
back onto the roadway, and not onto the median. 
This isn’t the case on either Columbia Road or on 
Gallivan Blvd. 

Trees also need a certain amount of space, so the 
median needs to be wide enough to support them. 
Most of Columbia Road has a wide enough median 
but Gallivan Blvd. really doesn’t. Short of widening 
the median by narrowing the roadway, trees are 
likely to fail there. A more practical approach might 
be to install rectangular planters and consider trees 
along the sidewalks where there’s more space. 

 Maintenance is a separate but related issue. As 

I understand it, the contractors who are hired by 
the City to plant trees are supposed to water the 
trees for the first year. If a tree dies within that 
year, they are required to replace it. The watering 
rarely happens (I would have said “never happens,” 
but I did hear one report recently of a tree actually 
being watered.)

More commonly, the contractor installs a water 
bag on the tree and that’s the end of it. It appears 
that it may be less costly for a contractor to replace 
a tree than to water it – assuming of course, that 
someone even notices the tree is dead and reports 
it to the City. After one replacement, they are off 
the hook. The incentives seem misaligned here.   
Then there is the problem of infighting between 
the City’s Parks and Public Works departments 
over who is responsible for what. Don’t even get 
me started about the community’s failed pleas to 
get some agency to maintain the planters the City 
installed at Uphams Corner. If that weren’t enough, 
there is the division of turf between the City and 
DCR. Columbia Road Belongs to DCR for part of its 
length and to the City for the remainder. Go figure. 
Anyone who drives through Franklin Park and over 
to Forest Hills has probably noticed that roughly 
two-thirds of the trees planted where the overpass 
used to be are either dead or dying. The garden beds 
are choked with weeds along the entire stretch. This 
one belongs to the State – or at least I think it does. 
Or maybe only part of it does. How does anyone 
ever know for sure?

Marti Glynn
Payson Avenue

 
To the editor:

My gosh your editorial & Kilmer!  I’m just staring 
at the probable site of Neponset Wharf on the front 
page.  For a long time, I look, and I repeat over and 
over: “trees, trees, trees, trees, build a forest, not 
buildings.”  I get to your editorial: “...a poem as 
lovely as a tree.”  But it’s not about the Wharf or 
should Wharf be “Barf”?    

What went wrong with humankind?  Every tree 
destroyed for pavement, glass, steel, or concrete 
represents the destruction of earth by humans. 
Truly a stupid lifeform.

John J. Madden
Mashpee

Laments follow Reporter’s editorial on 
Gallivan Boulevard’s scruffy trees

Above and right: 
Three views of the 
current state of trees 
that line the median 
on Gallivan Boule-
vard in Dorchester 
this summer. In an 
editorial last week, 
Reporter co-founder 
and associate editor 
called on state offi-
cials to do something 
about the trees. 
Photos by Ed Forry

By john BarroS
Everybody agrees that public education is a 

right, a pathway out of poverty, and a great equal-
izing force. In Boston, we are failing thousands of 
children and families by not providing them with 
high-quality options in their own neighborhoods. 
It doesn’t have to be this way. Right now, Boston 
has an opportunity to lead the nation once again 
in educational excellence in the post-COVID era. 

As families prepare for back-to-school, my cam-
paign this week has been releasing plans, five over 
five days, that address some of our most pervasive 
challenges, and form the basis for a comprehensive, 
aspirational, and realistic proposal for fulfilling our 
obligation to the city’s children. 

On Monday, I announced a $4 billion invest-
ment in school buildings. In a city as wealthy as 
Boston, there’s no excuse that so many students 
attend school in aging, crumbling buildings with 
inadequate educational facilities. By leveraging the 
city’s bonding capacity, and the AAA rating that 
the administration I worked for earned because 
of strong fiscal management, we will rebuild our 
schools, starting with those that have been most 
overlooked. We can’t expect our children to learn 
science without labs and arts without theaters, or to 
excel in classrooms that are too hot or too cold. We 
began this work with the Dearborn STEM Academy, 
Boston Arts Academy and others, but I have a plan 
to expedite the process, in partnership with private 
developers, with plans for utilizing swing space and 
listening to community input.

On Tuesday, I shared my vision for what should 
be the crown jewel of our system: Madison Park 
Technical Vocational High School. My plan calls for 
an independent school board and budget, which will 
work in collaboration with the Superintendent and 
Friends of Madison Park. This structural change 
will catalyze the modernization of the school’s pro-
grams to prepare students for the jobs of today and 
the future. In addition, I will implement the Career 
Champions Network’s Madison Park Technical 
Institute concept, and establish an adult education 
and certification program. 

On Wednesday, I detailed my plans to create a 
Guaranteed Minimum Income (GMI) pilot for our 
city’s early childhood educators. These low-income 
workers, the majority of whom are women of color 
and immigrants, provide a priceless service in caring 
for our children while teaching in the important 
early childhood development learning stages. Data 
from other GMI pilots around the country have 
shown promising early results, and my pilot will 
augment the early education and childcare plan I 
released this spring.

On Thursday, I will discuss my plan for estab-
lishing Education Innovation Districts in neigh-
borhoods that have the infrastructure to support 
a cradle-to-career pathway. I will start in Roxbury 
along the Dudley Street corridor in an effort to 
scale existing partnerships and coordinate efforts 
between local educational institutions and human 
development agencies serving our students and 
families, and then engage communities in Charles-
town, East Boston, and every neighborhood to find 
the right partnerships to support learning. And 
finally, on Friday, I will announce a plan to develop 
a City College system that knits together Boston’s 
designated Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs) to 
provide open doors to free post-secondary education 
and industry-informed programming that will help 
them build the skills they need for jobs of the future. 
Through investment in this system, I want to create 
sustaining resources for a set of colleges in the city 
that have already proven their commitments to 
Black and Brown youth, and have demonstrated 
their abilities to connect them to career opportunities 
and prepare them for civic leadership.

This is an ambitious agenda, but I have a prov-
en record of implementing ambitious agendas. 
Throughout my career, I’ve helped design, build, 
and open new state-of-the-art schools like the Or-
chard Gardens K-8 Pilot School and the Dearborn 
STEM Academy. And I believe in the transforma-
tive power of public education. If we want to see 
dramatic improvements for our students, close the 
opportunity and achievement gaps, and build a 
prosperous and just future for Boston, it’s not just 
curriculum, instruction, and student support that 
needs to change. I have a plan to build world-class 
schools in every neighborhood, fully fund them, 
and deliver opportunities for the next generation in 
every corner of our city. We owe our city’s children 
the very best education we can give. 

John Barros is former economic development chief 
under Mayor Marty Walsh. The Reporter has invited 
each of the five major candidates running for mayor 
to submit a commentary in August.

A five-pronged plan to 
improve our schools

Commentary
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bostonsouthbay.com  @bostonsouthbay

DISCOVER YOUR
FAVORITE FLAVORS

IT’s still Patio season!

For a full directory, visit bostonsouthbay.com

The Cannabis Control Commission’s
Social Equity Program

Which track is right for you?

Entrepreneur CoreAncillary Entry

MassCannabisControl.com/EquityPrograms

Visit our website to learn more and apply!

Are you from a community that has been impacted by the War on Drugs and 
want to work for a licensed marijuana business, but have less than two years’ 

experience? Our free training program can help.

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG

CODMAN SQUARE 
HEALTH CENTER

JOIN US!
SOCIAL SATURDAY

IN CELEBRATION OF
wNATIONAL HEALTH CENTER WEEKw

WHEN 
Saturday, 
August 14

11 AM – 1 PM

WHERE
Codman Square 
Park (corner of 
Talbot Ave. & 

Washington St.)

HOW
Visit Codman.org  

for more 
information

COVID-19 vaccines, behavioral health screenings, blood 
pressure screenings, nutrition demonstrations, and more!

Tuesday, Sept. 14th
#7   on the ballot!

Proud to be endorsed by: 
Former State Representative Charlotte Golar Richie | Ward 15 Democratic Committee

UNITE HERE Local 26 | North Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters 
Bricklayers & Allied Craftsmen Union Local 3 | SEIU 32BJ | IBEW 103 

United Auto Workers Union Region 9A | Massachusetts Nurses Association 
Boston Plasterers' & Cement Masons Local 534 | Sierra Club of MA | Sunrise Boston

Together, we won't just build
the Boston we want, but 

the Boston we all deserve.

Learn more at David4Boston.com 
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*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic health 
records, answer health surveys, and have their measurements 
taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give blood 
and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Medical research has
gender, racial, and age gaps. 
Help us close them.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 414-3300

Join the All of Us Research Program and 
help speed up medical breakthroughs. 
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MY

CY

CMY

K
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In-Person Or Online Classes 
The Choice Is Yours!

Enroll Now!
Visit www.rcc.mass.edu
Call 857-701-1200

College Could 
Be Free!
Scholarships Available To All Applicants

Mike Kennealy, Gov. Charlie Baker’s economic development chief, shakes hands at the Blarney Stone 
in Fields Corner. He swung through Dorchester and Mattapan last week to pitch the Baker adminis-
tration’s $2.9 billion spending proposal for recovering from coronavirus. Courtesy EOHED

By gintautaS DumCiuS
managing eDitor

Gov. Charlie Baker’s 
economic development 
chief last week stopped 
in Dorchester and Matta-
pan as part of an effort to 
tout the administration’s 
$2.9 billion proposal 
aimed at helping the 
state recover from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Mike Kennealy, who 
oversees housing and 
economic development, 
is taking the tour to 
small businesses and 
downtowns across the 
Bay State.

The funds are avail-
able to Massachusetts 
through the federal 
American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA). Baker is 
seeking to spend $350 
million on downtown de-
velopment and reinvest-
ment. Roughly a billion 
dollars is earmarked for 
housing. 

“It doesn’t mean people 
are completely out of the 
woods,” he said of the 
pandemic. “If you want 
to see economic damage, 
look at our downtowns.”

In Dorchester, Ken-
nealy swung through 
50Kitchen on Dorchester 
Ave. before a roundtable 
discussion at the Blarney 
Stone in Fields Cor-
ner. Earlier on Tuesday 
(Aug. 10), he stopped at 
America’s Food Basket 
on Cummins Highway 
in Mattapan, as well 
as Frugal Furniture on 
Blue Hill Ave.

“We’re here to listen 
and learn,” he said.

The federal govern-
ment handed Massachu-
setts nearly $5.3 billion 
in pandemic relief, and 
state lawmakers have 
formed committees to de-
termine how to spend it.

They’re having their 
own listening sessions, 
including some this fall, 
and they’re pushing 
for a slower timeline 
than Baker. The federal 
government wants the 
money spent by the end 
of 2026.

Dorchester state Rep. 
Dan Hunt, chair of the 
House Committee on 
Federal Stimulus and 
Census Oversight, said 
he was glad to see Baker 
administration officials 
seeking input from mem-
bers of the public.

“The House is commit-
ted to a robust public 
process,” he said.

Kennealy said he’s 
heard from business 
owners about concerns 
whether they can con-
tinue to operate. “These 
small businesses make 
up the fabric of our 
communities,” he said. 
“These are key employ-
ers, they employ our 
citizens, they serve their 
customers.”

During the pandemic, 
the financial support 
from the government 
focused on survival and 
protecting employee pay-
checks. A year later, 
issues that previously 

Baker economic chief  touts federal funds in Dot, Mattapan stops

surfaced before the pan-
demic are coming up 
again, according to Ken-
nealy. “There’s always 
been an issue around 
access to capital for small 
companies. So we’re 
thinking about how we 

can fill some of those 
gaps.”

Companies also want 
to do more online, with 
businesses on main 
streets seeking to boost 
their capability for inter-
net purchases, he added.

That’s the kind of 
new perspective that 
the tour is going to give 
the administration, he 
said. “We’re going to 
get a refined sense of 
what the needs are,” he 
said. “Halfway into this, 

some of these needs are 
urgent.”

Material from State 
House News Service was 
used in this report.

Gov. Charlie Baker on Tuesday warned that the 
government’s collapse in Afghanistan had “need-
lessly endangered Americans and our allies” and 
pledged that the Bay State is prepared to help refu-
gees fleeing the country now under Taliban control. 

In a pair of morning tweets, Baker criticized “mis-
management” in the buildup to the crisis that has 
unfolded in recent days, when the Taliban seized 
cities in Afghanistan and evacuation flights depart-
ed Kabul. Baker, a Republican, did not specifically 
name who he believes is at fault for the situation. 

“The mismanagement that led to the catastrophe 

unfolding in Afghanistan has needlessly endangered 
Americans and our allies,” Baker said. “I am deeply 
thankful for the men and women who have fought 
to protect the homeland and pray for the safety of 
all those now serving.” 

“Massachusetts is ready to assist Afghan refugees 
seeking safety and peace in America,” he added. 
Dozens of state lawmakers have signed onto a 
letter  urging their federal counterparts to make 
every effort possible to help Afghan allies evacuate 
the country. 

                                 - CHRIS LISINSKI, SHNS

Baker says state ‘ready to assist’ Afghan refugees
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JOHN BARROS
47, Dorchester resident
Boston chief of economic develop-

ment, 2014-2021; executive director 
of the Dudley Street Neighborhood 
Initiative, 1999-2013.

Political role models
Gus Newport, former mayor of 

Berkeley, California, and former 
executive director of Dudley Street 
Neighborhood Initiative. An advisor 
and mentor on community engage-
ment, sustainable housing and neigh-
borhood development and investment 
Mel King, mentor and advisor. Stacey 
Abrams, voting rights activist.

Top priority
To urgently provide more safe, sta-

ble, high-quality affordable homes for 
Bostonians in every neighborhood and 
every income level. From an early age, I 
appreciated how much it meant for my 
parents, who immigrated from Cabo 
Verde, to purchase their own home and 
build a stable financial foundation that 
allows us to stay in our neighborhood 
surrounded by family.

How would you seek to program, 
market and utilize the historic 
city-owned Strand Theater in 
Uphams Corner?

The Strand should be a performance 
venue for the region, but also have 
art and music studio space that can 
be rented out to local artists and per-
formers. A separate operator will have 
the staffing and budget to help the 
Strand fulfill its potential, while the 

City of Boston can focus on marketing 
the asset and attracting more patrons, 
and work with the neighborhood to con-
tinue plans to create more affordable 
artist and commercial space, as well 
as more mixed housing and neighbor-
hood amenities. Once the redesign is 
complete we can begin to build more 
housing on top of the Strand.

Do you favor a return to an 
elected School Committee?

As a former School Committee 
member, I know how important it 
is to have diverse voices at the table 
when critical decisions are being made 
about our schools and our children. As 
Mayor, I will lead an inclusive discus-
sion with all stakeholders to consider 
how a hybrid Committee could ensure 
geographic and racial representation of 
the BPS community. I will support the 
appointment of at least one additional 
student seat.

What is your assessment of the 
Walsh administration’s overall 
performance? Please offer a letter 
grade or pass/fail as part of your 
answer.

I’m proud to have served in the 
Walsh administration for seven 
years as Boston’s first-ever Chief of 
Economic Development, and believe 
we deserve a high grade. We helped 
to create 140,000 new jobs, increased 
revenue by millions for job training 
for local residents, and created real 
opportunities for women, people of 
color, immigrants, and veterans.

What is your assessment of 
acting Mayor Kim Janey’s perfor-
mance since taking office in March 
2021? Please offer a letter grade or 
pass/fail as part of your answer.

I give a grade of “needs serious 
improvement.” That being said, I am 
pleased that acting Mayor Janey is 
continuing a number of the programs 
I created and implemented, from pro-
curement to workforce development 
to small business support, and am 
flattered that she plans to pilot a new 
approach to police and public safety 
that I proposed earlier in my campaign.

What in your experience to date 
will most help you to be an effec-
tive leader? 

As a teenage organizer involved in 

DSNI, then later as its Executive Di-
rector for more than a decade, I learned 
a lot about how to be both an effective 
leader and a grassroots organizer. To 
me, the biggest lesson I learned from 
DSNI was the importance and value 
of having a diverse set of community 
voices at the decision making table. 
Members of a community are best 
positioned to know the issues impact-
ing their neighborhood and potential 
solutions to each issue. I have taken 
that lesson and those values with me 
into every role I have held, and I would 
continue to bring community voices to 
the table--and listen to these voices--as 
mayor of the City of Boston.

ANDREA CAMPBELL
39, Mattapan resident
District 4 Councillor, former deputy 

legal counsel under Gov. Patrick
Political role models
Vice President Kamala Harris, who 

spoke at my law school graduation 
while DA in San Francisco.

Voting rights activist Stacey Abrams, 
who has modeled what it means to turn 
pain into purpose.

Top priority
If elected, I will lead through an 

equity lens and prioritize executing an 

equitable Covid-19 recovery to ensure 
our public health and economic recov-
ery reaches all our neighborhoods. 
I will also ensure every student has 
access to a quality, public education 
in the city of Boston.

How would you seek to program, 
market and utilize the historic 
city-owned Strand Theater in 
Uphams Corner?

I will work in partnership with com-
munity organizations in Dorchester 
and Roxbury to plan meaningful pro-
gramming for the cultural community 

that will also make the Strand and 
Uphams Corner a destination for res-
idents across our city. I will prioritize 
and protect artist and performance 
spaces being threatened by displace-
ment, promote the expansion of public 
art, and connect our arts and cultural 
institutions to our public schools, se-
niors and business community.

Do you favor a return to an elect-
ed School Committee?

The current all-appointed structure 
is not working. I believe a hybrid 
system is the way to get to a more 
equitable BPS system, with some 
elected and some appointed members. 
We should also empower our student 
representative(s) with voting power on 
the committee and the same stipend 
the adult members receive.

What is your assessment of the 
Walsh administration’s overall 
performance? Please offer a letter 
grade or pass/fail as part of your 
answer.

It’s no secret that I felt Mayor Walsh 
should have done more to tackle sys-
temic inequity in Boston, particularly 
in our public schools, and more to ad-
dress the public health crisis at Mass. 
and Cass. However, the Mayor led 
the city steadily through the worst of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, for which he 
deserves enormous credit. Grade: C.

What is your assessment of 
acting Mayor Kim Janey’s perfor-
mance since taking office in March 

2021? Please offer a letter grade or 
pass/fail as part of your answer.

Like many other Bostonians, I 
celebrated the historic transition of 
power to Acting Mayor Janey. How-
ever, since that moment, we have not 
seen concrete action from her on our 
most pressing issues, and her recent 
comments comparing requiring proof of 
vaccination to slavery and birtherism 
and her reluctance to implement these 
measures even for City employees is 
troubling and a failure of leadership. 
Grade: C.

What will make you an effective 
leader?

First, the work of being a public ser-
vant has always been purpose-driven 
by my own experience growing up in 
Boston and losing my twin brother 
Andre, who passed away in a state 
prison as a pre-trial detainee at the 
age of 29. I’ve experienced the possi-
bilities in the City of Boston but also 
the pain of when our city doesn’t work 
for everyone, which allows me to work 
for systemic change with a sense of 
purpose, urgency, and clarity that 
makes my leadership distinct from 
any candidate in this race.

I also have a proven track record of 
delivering results to create more af-
fordable housing, to make our streets 
safer, to reform our police and criminal 
legal systems, and to increase access 
to quality public education and youth 
programs for every student.

The Dorchester Reporter is 
partnering with NBC10 Boston 
and its affiliates, as well as the 
Bay State Banner, for a televised 
mayoral debate set for Wednes-
day, Sept. 8, days before the 
preliminary election.

The hour-long live debate will be 
broadcast beginning at 7 p.m. on 
NBC10 and New England Cable 
News (NECN) and Telemundo’s 
website. The debate will air in 
Spanish on Telemundo Boston at 
a later date. 

The preliminary election is set 
for Tuesday, Sept. 14. The five 

major candidates running for 
mayor are Acting Mayor Kim 
Janey, former city economic devel-
opment official John Barros, and 
City Councillors Andrea Camp-
bell, Annissa Essaibi George and 
Michelle Wu.

“The Reporter is pleased to 
partner with our colleagues at 
NBC10 Boston, NECN, Tele-
mundo Boston and the Bay State 
Banner for this debate,” said Bill 
Forry, executive editor and pub-
lisher of the Reporter. “We intend 
to engage our readership to help 
bring a unique neighborhood lens 

to the event, which could well be a 
decisive moment in this competi-
tive election for the most powerful 
position in city government.” 

The debate will take place at 
the NBCUniversal Boston Media 
Center in Needham. Morning 
news anchor Latoyia Edwards, a 
Dorchester native, will moderate.

Viewer questions will be solic-
ited through social media and 
from readers of the Reporter and 
the Banner. Those who submit a 
question chosen for the program 
may be asked to pre-record a 
question on video.

Mayoral debate set for Sept. 8 

CAMPBELL— ‘ A PROVEN TRACK RECORD OF DELIVERING RESULTS’

ELECTION 2021— MAYOR OF BOSTON

BARROS— ‘DIVERSE COMMUNITY VOICES MUST BE AT THE TABLE’
Read the candidates’ responses to the Reporter’s 2021 mayoral questionnaire in their entirety at DotNews.com.

The Reporter last month sent questionnaires to 
the five major mayoral candidates running for mayor 
of Boston.  We asked them a range of questions, 
including the topics printed here in short excerpts. 
We also asked them about other major policy deci-
sions, ranging from gun violence, choosing a new 
Boston police commissioner, housing, reforming 
the city’s zoning board of appeal, residency for city 
workers, admissions to city exam schools and how 
to best prepare Boston for issues relayed to climate 
change.We also sent the same questionnaire to 
candidates for district city council seats in Districts 
3,4 and 7 and to at-large candidates, which will be 
summarized in next week’s edition.

Read the full responses online  
at DotNews.com

About this section
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MICHELLE WU, 36, Roslindale 
resident; City Councillor At-Large 
since 2014, constituency director for 
Elizabeth Warren campaign, special 
assistant to Mayor Tom Menino

Political role models
Mayor Menino. I saw up close how 

Mayor Menino knew every inch of 
the city and was always focused on 
people. Congresswoman Pressley. 
I’m so proud to be represented by 
our Congresswoman as a fearless 
advocate for equity and justice. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren. Our Senator fights 
for working people and focuses on 
tackling root causes of inequity.

Top priority
My top issue is keeping families in 

Boston. We are in a housing crisis, 
and residents all across the city face 
an urgent need for affordability.

How would you seek to program, 
market and utilize the historic 
city-owned Strand Theater?

I’m eager to work with community 
organizations to bring new arts pro-
gramming through connecting local 
artists and organizations, opening up 
affordable performances, and stabi-
lizing neighborhood organizations in 
the space. I would look to maximize 
the Strand’s impact on surrounding 

communities and citywide.
Do you favor a return to an 

elected School Committee?
I support a majority-elected school 

committee, with elected members 
for democratic accountability and 
additional appointed members to 
ensure representation of Boston’s 
diversity and expertise, and mayoral 
accountability. I also support giving 
full voting power to the student rep-
resentative. I would appoint members 
with expertise and lived experience in 
early childhood, school facilities and 
vocational education.

What is your assessment of the 
Walsh administration’s overall 
performance? In recent years, Bos-
ton has seen higher housing costs than 
at any other time in our history, ex-
acerbating the racial wealth gap and 
fueling a displacement crisis. To meet 
the moment, we need transformative 
city leadership that works to reshape 
what’s possible and make Boston a 
city for everyone.

What is your assessment of 
acting Mayor Kim Janey’s per-
formance since taking office in 
March 2021? I celebrate this historic 
moment for Boston with the barriers 
that Mayor Janey has broken. I was 

ANNISSA ESSAIBI GEORGE
47. Dorchester resident
City Councillor At-Large, owner of 

Stitch House and former teacher
Political role models
My father who immigrated to Boston 

from Tunisia and, despite the challeng-
es he faced, loved this city with every 
part of his being.

My maternal grandmother, who 
at a young age was taken from her 
home in Poland to work in a labor 
camp in Germany. My grandmother’s 
spirit, determination and focus on her 
family and building a better life for 
them reminds me how important this 
opportunity is for me to lead for her, 
and because of her sacrifice.

Top priority
As a BPS grad and former teacher, 

mom to four BPS students, one of my 
top priorities will be supporting and 
empowering our students, teachers, 
and families. This includes rebuilding 
trust, closing the achievement and 
opportunity gap and making sure we 
focus on literacy programs — especially 
in the early years.

How would you seek to program, 
market and utilize the historic 
city-owned Strand Theater? As 
Mayor, I’ll forge partnerships with 
local nonprofits and arts organizations 
to activate and utilize the Strand. I 

also believe the Strand provides us 
with a unique opportunity and space 
for our BPS students — whether that’s 
hands-on experience with set design 
or lighting or a performing arts stage.

Do you favor a return to an elect-
ed School Committee?

No. I believe that its members need 
to be empowered to make the best de-
cisions for students and families with-
out the influence of politics or money, 
and that is impossible with an elected 
School Committee. Instead, I believe 
that the best model is a nine-member 
Committee with five people appointed 
by the Mayor and four appointed in 
partnership with the City Council.

What is your assessment of the 
Walsh administration’s overall 
performance? B+. Mayor Walsh 
laid a solid foundation for many of 
the policies and initiatives that I plan, 
as Mayor, to build upon. He was also 
extremely engaged. He was always 
willing to have tough conversations, 
even if we did not always agree, and 
as a result, I and many others were 
able to work with him to make real 
progress.

What is your assessment of 
acting Mayor Kim Janey’s perfor-
mance? D. Acting Mayor Janey has 
failed to meet our expectations and 
has demonstrated that she is more 

willing to celebrate her time in office 
than to work alongside others to get 
things done.

What will make you an effective 
leader? As an At-Large City Council-
or, I represent the entire city. I have 
worked on issues ranging from hous-
ing and homelessness to education to 
mental health. While I am proud of 
my legislative accomplishments, I am 
most proud of the relationships that I 
have built throughout my time on the 
Council. I take the responsibility of 
representing every resident in the City 
of Boston very seriously. More than any 

other experience or accomplishment, I 
believe the fact that I show up in all of 
our neighborhoods is what has made 
me an effective City Councilor, and it 
is what will make me an effective May-
or. I know that I wouldn’t have been 
able to accomplish half of the things 
I have on the Council if I didn’t show 
up, have the tough conversations, and 
give everyone a seat at the table. I take 
pride in the fact that I bring residents’ 
experiences to the table just as much 
as I bring my own, and that is what I 
will continue to do as Mayor.

KIM JANEY, 56, Roxbury resident
Acting Mayor since March 2021, 

Boston City Council President
Political role models
President Obama. His 2008 elec-

tion was such an important victory 
for people all across the world, but 
especially for children, like my own 
two grandsons, who could finally see 
themselves represented in the highest 
office in America. Ayanna Pressley. 
I worked with her over the years as 
a community leader and education 

advocate and then in 2018, I worked 
alongside her as we served together 
on the City Council. Mel King. As 
one of the architects of the Rainbow 
Coalition, he brought people together 
from all walks of life. I had the oppor-
tunity to learn from him first-hand and 
pass out flyers when he ran for Mayor 
decades ago.

Top priority
My top priority will be to continue 

the fight against Covid-19 in Boston 
and to lead the City in its recovery, 

reopening and renewal.
How would you seek to program, 

market and utilize the historic 
city-owned Strand Theater? It 
should be an arts and cultural hub 
for the city and economic booster for 
the Uphams Corner and Grove Hall 
communities. Its programming must 
reflect the cultural diversity and ar-
tistic talents of Dorchester.

Do you favor a return to an elect-
ed School Committee? I support 
exploring a hybrid moel, to include 
appointed, elected, and additional 
youth members with voting power. It 
is long past time to give residents more 
of a voice in our schools. 

What is your assessment of the 
Walsh administration’s overall 
performance? It’s no secret I’ve 
inherited a number of controversial 
issues, whether the Patrick Rose case, 
former police commissioner Dennis 
White, or the School Committee. As 
Mayor of Boston, I am focused on cre-
ating a hopeful, equitable future for 
our city, so we can’t afford to spend 
our time looking back. I will say that 
the former mayor worked tirelessly on 
behalf of this city he so loves and he has 
been a champion for labor and working 

people in Boston and nationally.
What is your assessment of 

acting Mayor Kim Janey’s perfor-
mance since taking office in March 
2021? I think the only grades that 
matter are the ones that come from the 
residents of Boston, and since I have 
become Mayor I have been so humbled 
and appreciative of the support they 
have shown me. In the four most recent 
public polls, I’ve been in the lead or in 
a statistical dead heat.

What will make you an effective 
leader? I am uniquely equipped to lead 
as the only person in this race that has 
actual experience being a mayor and 
leading a major urban city with more 
than 680,000 residents, 18,000 employ-
ees, and a $3.75 billion budget. As the 
first woman and first Black Mayor of 
Boston, I bring to City Hall, and to this 
race, a life experience like none of my 
predecessors. As a daughter of Roxbury 
and the South End, I understand the 
challenges so many of our residents are 
facing – from structural racism, food 
and housing insecurity, failing schools, 
and faltering public transportation, 
hurdles to home ownership, and fear 
for Black and Brown people’s safety 
in our communities. 

the first candidate to announce my 
mayoral campaign, back in September 
2020, because this was never about 
any assessment of political opportu-
nity, but about bringing the citywide 
leadership, vision and experience to 
deliver for Boston families.

What will make you an effective 
leader? I’m a mom with two kids in the 
Boston public schools, a regular MBTA 
rider, and I live in a multigenerational 
two-family home in Roslindale with 
my husband and boys upstairs, and 
my mom downstairs. I’ve raised my 
sisters in this city when my mom was 

struggling with mental illness, so I’m 
living the stakes of policy and know the 
gaps our families face. After nearly a 
decade in City Hall, first working for 
the Menino administration, and now 
in my eighth year on the City Council, 
I know how to move the levers of gov-
ernment to close gaps and make our 
systems work for our neighborhoods 
and families. Through building coali-
tions and reshaping what’s possible in 
our city, we’ve taken on big challenges 
and transformed policies and politics 
to be more responsive, urgent, and 
inclusive of all our communities’ needs.

ESSAIBI GEORGE— ‘ I SHOW UP IN ALL OF OUR NEIGHBORHOODS’

JANEY— ‘ ONLY PERSON IN FIELD WITH MAYORAL EXPERIENCE’

WU— ‘ I KNOW HOW TO MOVE THE LEVERS OF GOVERNMENT’
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Each ERA® Office is Independently Owned & Operated

GREATSPACESERA.COM

5 Savin Hill Avenue  •  Dorchester, MA 02125 

info@greatspacesera.com    Locally owned,  
        locally focused. 
  CONTACT ONE OF OUR AGENTS TODAY:

  617.932.7020  •  info@greatspacesera.com

 Buyer  Seller  Address   Date  Price

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

Pimentel, Julie G      Garrette, Christine J     20 Dix St #25 Dorchester 07/27/21  345000 
Pandian, Anushya V      Sweeney, Robert E  Sweeney, Alissa M  171 Walnut St #13 Dorchester 07/26/21  600000
55 Mount Vernon LLC      Marciniak, Teresa  Marciniak, Amy  55 Mount Vernon St Dorchester 07/28/21  1448000
Taormina, Nicolo  Taormina, Jessie   Fernandes, Lucindo B  Fernandes, Maria S  45 Humphreys St Dorchester 07/27/21  590000
Taormina, Nicolo  Taormina, Jessie   Fernandes, Lucindo B  Fernandes, Maria S  47 Humphreys St Dorchester 07/27/21  590000
Polanco, Steven  Alves, Alexandra   Burns, Anastasia S     27 Richfield St Dorchester 07/27/21  820000
Valentine, Robin      CSNDC Heritage Homes LLC    63 Colonial Ave Dorchester 07/30/21  284000
Pina-Barros, Rita M      Bynoe, Sonya D     71 Whitfield St Dorchester 07/30/21  514274
Cleggett, Thomas J      Flex Investments LLC     4 Westville Ter Dorchester 07/27/21  550000
Cropper, Clarrissa L  Egerton, Leonard E   Berry Mary L Est  Alleyne, Teresa  22 Oakley St Dorchester 07/30/21  540000
Gomez-Rustrian, Jorge Gomez-Rustrian, Maunel A  Holt, Frederick  Holt, Elaine  13 Centre Ave Dorchester 07/28/21  910000 
Relm RT   Kaplan, Marc A   Vega, Julian     101 Pleasant St Dorchester 07/26/21  1300000
Charles G Brown 4th LT Brown, Charles G   Schwartz, Robert     19 Salcombe St Dorchester 07/26/21  1675000
Le, Son T       Oconnor, Gerard     79 Edwin St Dorchester 07/28/21  1145000
Victory Human Svcs Inc     24 26 28 Borwing RT  Taylor, Donald F  24 Browning Ave Dorchester 07/28/21  1300000
Ortega, Cesar      Corcoran, John R     21 Eastman St Dorchester 07/30/21  300000
Freeman, Brittany B  Freeman, Michelle C   Gilpin, Mary  Gilpin, George  24 Lenoxdale Ave Dorchester 07/30/21  945000
Campot, Joseph D  Campot, Taylor B   Betty Jean Conway IRT Conway, Betty J  42 Cedar Grove St Dorchester 07/28/21  750000
Milton, Troi      Townsend, Stecey P     11 Leston St Mattapan  07/26/21  975000
Turbyfill, Matthew  Dupuis, Genevieve   Holland, Patrick R  Holland, Hannah L  166 Boston St #2 Dorchester 07/28/21  640000
Castellanos, Justin      Perry, Scott  Perry, Lindsay  7 Granville St #2 Dorchester 07/29/21  485000
Joyce, Steven M      Kavanagh, Kenneth C     91 Dix St #3 Dorchester 07/28/21  495000
Rice, Edward P  Rice, Elizabeth A   Forino, Jason  Jaenicke, Leah  15 Edison Grn #1 Dorchester 07/30/21  515000
Graziano, Brian      Thomhill, David A  Thomhill, Chilser C  74 Sawyer Ave #1 Dorchester 07/30/21  605000
Stella, Leo M      Downey, Michael  Downey, Marissa L  20 Mellen St #3 Dorchester 07/29/21  610000

BUILDING A HEALTHIERCOMMUNITY ONE PATIENT AT A TIME

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
COVID-19 VACCINATIONS
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 2021
632 Blue Hill Avenue 
8:30AM – 2PM
• All Ages 12+ are Eligible

• All are welcome, regardless of  
immigration status or insurance

• Vaccine is Free

• Welcome Gift for All New Patients

• Free Zoo New England Passes (With COVID-19 Vaccine)

• $25 Door Dash Gift Card (With COVID-19 Vaccine)

WELCOMING  

NEW  

PATIENTS!

Your Community, Your Healthcare

617-825-3400 
www.harvardstreet.org

632 Blue Hill Avenue 
Dorchester, MA 02121

895 Blue Hill Avenue 
Dorchester, MA 02124

By Katie trojano
reporter Staff

Ashmont Hill Chamber Music will host Safaafir 
with Hamid Al-Saadi, a US-based ensemble that 
performs classic Iraqi maqam on Sun., Sept. 12 at 
4 p.m. at Dorchester’s Peabody Hall on Ashmont 
Street. 

The group is led by Amir ElSaffar and his sister, 
Dena, two American siblings of Iraqi descent, who 
trained in Western music but eventually found their 
way into Iraqi music.

Born in Iraq in 1958, Hamid Al-Saadi’s artistic, 
musical and educational journey with the Iraqi 
maqam began from childhood, inspired by his love 
of the Iraqi and Baghdadi culture, the Arabic lan-
guage, music and poetry. 

He studied, practiced, and performed the maqam 
for several years and is now considered to be one of 
the most highly acclaimed musicians and scholars 
on this subject, having learned the art of singing 
and performing the Iraqi maqam from the Yusuf 
Omar (1918-1987), who pronounced Al-Saadi as 
his successor.

Found primarily in the cities of Baghdad, Mosul, 
Kirkuk, and Basra, the maqam repertoire draws 
upon musical styles of the many populations in 
Iraq, such as the Bedouins, rural Arabs, Kurds, 
and Turkmen.

Ashmont Hill Chamber Music grew out of infor-
mally organized house concerts in the neighborhood 
starting in the 1970s and now hosts concerts of 
world-class chamber music in Peabody Hall and at 
All Saints’ Church in Dorchester.  Recent concerts 
have included the Borromeo, Harlem, Armida, Omar 
and Aeolus string quartets; the Claremont Trio; 
violinists Tessa Lark, Randall Goosby and Daniel 
Bernard Roumain; and members of Yo Yo Ma’s Silk 
Road Ensemble. 

Concerts for the remaining season, which extends 
into 2022, include: Oct. 10, Parker Quartet; Nov. 14: 
Sterling Elliott, cello with Wynona Yinuo Wang, 
piano; Feb. 13: Randall Goosby, violin; March 13: An 
Tran, Vietnamese classical guitarist; April 17: Nina 
C. Young + Hub New music; May 15: Bach Project, 
featuring Fiona Last, oboe d’ arnore with soloists, 
Ashmont Boys Choir, and instrumental ensemble.

All shows are on Sundays at 4 p.m. Tickets cost $25 
for adults, $18 for students, $3 for EBT cardholders, 
and children under 18 are admitted free. For more 
information visit ahchambermusic.org.

Ashmont Hill Chamber 
Music kicks off  concert 
season on Sept. 12
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(Continued from page 1)
Water damage has been an issue at the school for 

years. When WBUR toured the building in 2019 the 
district had recently announced plans to close the 
building at the end of the 2022 school year, citing 
major structural issues.

“There are sharp rusty things coming out of the 
walls,” explains Kim of the current conditions inside 
the school. “You see water leaking in on electrical 
things like overhead projectors.”

It frustrates Kim that the Horace Mann School 
— at the brink of a building closure — hardly gets 
noticed. And yet, the exam schools get an abundance 
of attention from the school committee and the public.

“I think it’s wrong, the amount of time and effort 
and political capitol that is placed into an exam 
school,” he says. “We understand it’s a jewel, but it 
should be a model of what should happen throughout 
the rest of the district.”

While the district’s three exam schools don’t get 
more city funding than other district schools, Kim 
believes that all the attention they receive comes 
at the expense of other issues at BPS. Most district 
buildings lack air conditioning and 40% don’t have 
a functioning library.

City councilor Lydia Edwards believes the exam 
schools’ long, storied history, especially the Boston 
Latin School, is a major reason why it attracts so 
much consideration.

“You’re dealing with institutions that have exist-
ed for hundreds of years and there’s a whole rich 
history that comes with that — good, bad or what-
ever,” Edwards says. “It’s almost like asking ‘Why 
is Harvard an elite institution’... It’s unfair to say 
‘Why are you guys focused on this now.’ It’s never 
not been focused on.”

But Edwards adds a lot of pressure around exam 
school policy also comes from parents.

“Families believe that that’s a golden ticket in 
some cases,” she said. That golden ticket mentality 
cuts through socioeconomic circles, from poor to 
affluent families.

“I was with one of my friend’s daughters when she 
found out she got into Boston Latin School, and she 
was crying because she knew that her kid’s entire 
life changed by getting into that school,” remembers 
Back Bay resident and former chair of the Massa-
chusetts Republican Party Jennifer Nassour.

Barbara Fields, a public education advocate and 
retired BPS office of equity director, adds that parents 
in lower income households feel the same way about 

getting into the exam schools too, especially Boston 
Latin School. “It opens doors,” explains Fields. “You 
become a part of an exclusive club and also a club 
that has many many benefits ... People who have 
attended Boston Latin sit in high places.”

Superintendent Brenda Cassellius concedes that 
discussions around the district’s three exam schools 
take up a lot of oxygen, especially considering only 
one in eight Boston Public Schools students are 
enrolled there.

“I do agree that we do spend a disproportionate 
amount of time talking about exam schools overall 
when we really need to be talking about the overall 
health and wellness and opportunity and access for 
all of our students in BPS,” said Cassellius.

But she defends the amount of time and effort the 
district spent on the exam school entrance policy this 
year, which will now consider socioeconomic factors 
in addition to grades and test scores. She says it was 
a huge step toward improving diversity, especially 
at the Boston Latin School.

“I think it was time well spent,” says Cassellius. 
“I think it was an important equity decision for our 
district. It was very symbolic.”

The five major candidates for mayor have weighed 
in on the exam school admissions policy debate and 
they’ve also promised to invest equal time on bigger 
issues like updating district buildings and expanding 

access to rigorous material. UMASS Boston political 
science professor Paul Watanabe said these promises 
tend to surface every election.

“I think it’s a perennial accompaniment of every 
mayor’s race that I can remember that people have 
claimed, candidates on both sides, that one of their 
number one priorities is the success of the Boston 
schools,” he explained.

But Watanabe argues that Boston voters don’t 
usually end up holding mayors accountable for the 
promises they make about schools. Which is why he 
believes elected officials in Boston almost always end 
up shifting their focus to exam school policy more 
than the success of the whole system.

For parent Charlie Kim that’s a frustrating cycle, 
because it leaves parents fighting for resources.

“You don’t want to be the squeaky wheel that 
gets everything,” he says. “Because you look at all 
of Boston Public Schools and realize that there are 
so many other schools, so many other students, that 
are not getting that type of advocacy.”

The effort to improve his daughter’s school building 
ends up feeling like a competition, he said. That’s 
not something he feels great about.

WBUR 90.9FM published this story on August 16. 
The Reporter and WBUR share content through a 
media partnership.

Madeline Kim, 12, shows her younger sister Isabella, 9, flash cards as they play the American Sign Lan-
guage vocabulary game in the kitchen at their home in the North End. Jesse Costa/WBUR photo

Some voters want broader focus on BPS beyond exam schools

W E L C W
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CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Hosts BeachFest 2021 with 
Save the Harbor/Save the Bay: 
During the last week of our summer 
program, in partnership with Save the 
Harbor/Save the Bay, BGCD hosted 
BeachFest 2021 as part of the Better 
Beaches program. Youth from BGCD 
and the Leahy Holloran Community 
Center enjoyed a variety of onsite 
games, interactive activities, food and 
a fun day at Malibu Beach. 

Many thanks to our friends at 
Save the Harbor Save the Bay, the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, the 
Boston Police Department, Fresh Food 
Generation, GreenCrab.org and the 
Boston Circus Guild for their support of 
the event.

For more information on BGCD 
Partnerships, please contact Mike 
Joyce at mjoyce@bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Safe Summer Streets 
Program Holds Exciting Activities 
All Summer Long: During the Safe 
Summer Streets Program, BGCD 
offered a variety of activities for our 
teen members including basketball, 
swimming, art classes, music lessons, 
career exploration, field trips and more. 
One of the highlights was an outdoor 
water balloon fight which took place on 
one of the hottest nights this summer! 
Safe Summer Streets provides our 
teens with a productive place to spend 
their summer. We were so happy to 
be able to host our Safe Summer 
Streets Program this year, as it is 
more important than ever to be here 
for our youth. Thank you to the teen 
members and staff who participated 
to make this summer so fun and 
memorable. As well as a big thank 
you to Massachusetts Department 
of Conservation and Recreation for 
helping to fund this program!

DID YOU KNOW: 
Win an XBox at BGCD & Upham’s 
Corner Health Center COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinics On Thursdays: 
BGCD is in the midst of hosting a 
6-week COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
in partnership with the Upham’s 
Corner Health Center. Vaccines will 
be offered on Thursdays through 
August 26 from 3-5pm on our outdoor 
court. The team from UCHC will be 
on hand to accept registrants and 
administer the shot for those ages 12 
and older. Please note, all 3 vaccines 
will be available. Another exciting 
opportunity is that each participant in 
the vaccine clinic will be entered into 
a raffle to win an XBox game. There 
will be three winners drawn at each 
Clinic. To pre-register please go to 
https:// uphamscornerhealthcenter.
org/ covidpatient/. To find our location 
site please select “Other” as a site 
and enter BGCD. For more info, please 
contact mjoyce@bgcdorchester.org.

BGCD Safe Summer Streets Program Holds Exciting Activities All 
Summer Long: See details below. 

BGCD Hosts BeachFest 2021 with Save the Harbor / Save the Bay: See 
details below.

            BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER   

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics
July 15 - August 26 @ 3-5pm

Rodman Ride for Kids
September 25 

 
*Please note, events will be following all 

COVID-19 restrictions while meeting.
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(617) 436-8828 DAYS
(617) 282-3469

Steinbach’s Service

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Station Inc.

321 Adams St., Dorchester 02122
Corner of  Gibson Street
State Inspection Center

DUCTLESS MInI-SPLIT A/C & hEAT PUMP
InSTALLATIOn, SALES & SERVICE

DUFFY
ASPHALT SHINGLES • RUBBER ROOFING

• COPPER WORK • SLATE • GUTTERS  
• CHIMNEYS

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

AUTO BODY REPAIRS  (617) 825-1760
  (617) 825-2594
  FAX (617) 825-7937

150 Centre Street
Dorchester, MA 02124

Free Pick-Up & Delivery Service

DRIVEWAYS
MAThIAS ASPhALT PAVInG

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
Bonded • Fully Insured

Driveways • Parking Lots
Roadways • Athletic Courts

Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372
BOSTON

Carpentry, Roofing, Painting 
  Gutters, Masonry 
  Decks & Porches
  Windows & Doors

Kerry CoNstruCtioN, iNC.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

At Bunker Hill Community College,  
we understand the past year and a 
half has been difficult to further your 
education and pursue college goals. 
With hundreds of courses and tuition 
that is among the lowest in the state, 
BHCC is helping thousands of students 
get ahead, stay ahead, and save money. 
 

Fall Classes Start September 7

Diverse Course Selection
BHCC offers 100+ academic programs 
and a diverse selection of fall courses 
are available. Chances are we have  
the course you need to continue or 
complete your degree or certificate.

Flexible and Convenient
In-person and remote classes are  
available for the fall semester. Full-time 
or part-time programs and day, evening,
guided and self-study courses are  
also available.

Affordable
BHCC courses cost only $220 per credit 
for Massachusetts residents. Plus, financial 
aid, paid internships and nearly a half a 
million dollars in annual scholarships are 
also available.
 

There is still time to register  
for the fall semester.

Register now at bhcc.edu

the trailblazer  
the explorer  
the social changer  
the skill builder

Build your future at BHCC

YOUR  
OPPORTUNITY  
IS HERE

COMMOnWEALTh OF
MASSAChUSETTS
ThE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 nEW ChARDOn STREET
BOSTOn, MA 02114

CITATIOn GIVInG nOTICE 
OF PETITIOn FOR 

APPOInTMEnT OF COnSERVATOR 
OR OThER PROTECTIVE ORDER 

PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304, & §5-405

Docket No. SU21P1173PM
In ThE MATTER OF 

JAMES JORDAn
of DORChESTER, MA

RESPONDENT 
(Person to be Protected/Minor)

To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been filed 
by Stephen Jordan of Jamaica Plain, MA 
in the above captioned matter alleging that 
James Jordan is in need of a Conservator 
or other protective order and requesting 
that (or some other suitable person) be 
appointed as Conservator to serve With 
out Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is disabled, 
that a protective order or appointment  of 
a Conservator is necessary, and that the 
proposed conservator is appropriate. The 
petition is on file with this court.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 09/09/2021. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTAnT nOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 

limit or completely take away the above-
named person’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: August 06, 2021

Published: August 19, 2021

COMMOnWEALTh OF 
MASSAChUSETTS
ThE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AnD FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATIOn On PETITIOn FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATIOn
Docket No. SU21P0367EA

ESTATE OF:
MARY BELL MARShALL

A/K/A: MARY B. MARSHALL
DATE OF DEATh: 12/03/2020

To all interested persons: 
Kenneth Moore of Randolph, MA and Cor-
nelius Marshall of Appling, GA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order  and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. The Petitioner requests 
that Kenneth Moore of Randolph, MA 
and Cornelius Marshall of Appling, GA be 
appointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTAnT nOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 09/17/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an inventory or 
annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from 
the Personal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,   First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: August 06, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate

Published: August 19, 2021

By ally jarmanning
WBur reporter

Attorney General 
Maura Healey on Aug. 
12 sued the Boston 
Police Department 
over the agency’s re-
fusal to release docu-
ments about fired police 
commissioner Dennis 

White. It’s only the 
second time in memory 
the attorney general’s 
office has gone to court 
to enforce the state’s 
public records law.

“Our state’s public 
records law is in place 
to ensure an open, acces-
sible, and accountable 

government, especially 
important when it comes 
to promoting public con-
fidence in law enforce-
ment,” said Jillian Fen-
nimore, a spokesperson 
for Healey, said in a 
statement. “Following 
repeated failures by the 
Boston Police Depart-
ment to produce these 
records, we are seeking 
an order from the court 
that they must be turned 
over.”

The suit stems from a 
public records request 
NBC10 made in March 
for internal affairs re-
cords concerning Dennis 
White. At the time, White 
was on administrative 
leave while the city in-
vestigated decades-old 
domestic violence allega-
tions against him.

Boston police refused 
to provide any informa-
tion about two investi-
gations into White. They 
cited both laws intended 
to restrict records in the 
state’s criminal offender 
database and safeguard 
reports of rape and do-

mestic violence filed by 
victims.

The attorney general’s 
office argues the depart-
ment could provide the 
records by simply re-
dacting any confidential 
information.

“The Police Depart-
ment has made no show-
ing that the requested re-
cords cannot be redacted 
to conceal the identity of 
any victims, enabling the 
release of the remaining 
portions of the records,” 
the suit states.

In a statement, Acting 
Mayor Kim Janey said 
she instructed the city’s 
law department and di-
rector of public records 
to determine what can 
be released from the 
White files.

“I thank Attorney Gen-
eral Healey for taking 
this step. I greatly value 
the public’s right to know 
the actions of its govern-
ment, and I recognize the 
need to protect the right 
to privacy for survivors 
of domestic violence and 
sexual assault,” she said.

AG sues for records about BPD’s White
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DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL  TODDLER 

Secure Play Area – 4000 sq. ft.

617-265-2665
email:dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

Lic. #291031

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester

7:30-5:3015 months - 6 years

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org

William Clapp house, 195 Boston Street  
Lemuel Clap house, 199 Boston Street  

James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

The Dorchester Historical 
Society is always looking for 
photographs and high school 
yearbooks from Dorchester’s 
past.  

Due to the pandemic, the Society is 
closed to the public at this time.

NOTICE

“Parks play a criti-
cal role in making our 
communities more sus-
tainable and resilient 
against climate change. 
These open spaces are 
an example of how we 
can create opportunities 
despite the challenges 
that we face from climate 
change. I am so excited to 
add another place where 
our children can play 
freely and parents can 
feel safe,” said Janey. 

The playground is 
now equipped with new 
state-of-the art play ar-
eas and surfacing, new 
fencing and entrance 
gates, installation of 
fencing and two gate en-
trances, upgraded rubber 
safety surfaces, new bike 
racks, fully-accessible 
pathways, repaired curb 
ramps and other accessi-
bility features, and fresh 
landscaping. 

“A household name in 
the neighborhood, the 
Pope John Paul II Play-
ground at the Neponset 
River Greenway is an 
important urban rec-
reational area for all of 
Dorchester,” said Mont-
gomery. 

“Importantly, the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
remains committed to 
enhancing the Common-
wealth’s invaluable envi-
ronmental, cultural, and 
recreational resources, 
and today’s ribbon cut-
ting serves as a great 

example of these efforts.”
“Local parks such 

as neighborhood play-
grounds provide import-
ant opportunities for 
children and their fam-
ilies to get outside and 
socialize, play, and live a 
healthy, active lifestyle,” 
added Theoharides. 

“Pope John Paul II 
Reservation and this 
new playground serves 
as an important space 
for the local neighbor-
hood, and investing in 
these resources advanc-
es critical priorities for 
the Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration, including 

improving community 
resources and expanding 
access to outdoor recre-
ational assets.” 

The original Pope John 
Paul II Playground was 
built by the Metropolitan 
District Commission 
(MDC) in 2001. After 
hearing safety concerns 
from community mem-
bers and local elected 
officials, DCR kicked-
off a public outreach 
campaign in fall 2019, 
incorporating feedback 
from neighbors in the 
new playground’s design 
process. 

“I am grateful for the 

DCR’s investment of a 
brand new playground 
at the Pope John Paul 
II Park,” said Hunt 
(D-Dorchester). 

“After a trying year 
and a half, much of it 
spent cooped up indoors, 
it is more important 
than ever to have clean 
and safe space for our 
children, families and 
residents to enjoy out-
doors.”

“This brand-new chil-
dren’s playground at 
Pope John Paul II Park is 
a welcome addition and 
will bring enormous val-
ue to our neighborhood,” 

said Baker. 
“I am grateful to DCR 

and to our leaders at the 
state level for working 
together on this signif-
icant investment and I 
am looking forward to 
seeing the playground 

utilized for many years 
to come by the residents 
and children of Dorches-
ter and beyond.” 

HOORAY FOR PRE-K!

Boston Universal Pre-K provides every 4-year-old living in the 
City of Boston with a free, high quality preschool education.

Registration is ongoing for prekindergarten in community 
based settings across Boston for the 2021-22 school year. 

bostonpublicschools.org/upk

Refurbished playground debuts in Neponset’s Pope Park
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By reBeCa pereira 
reporter CorreSponDent

From coast to coast, rent control, or rent stabili-
zation, has taken many forms, and now interest is 
swelling among candidates and constituents alike 
in restoring a municipal version of the law. Almost 
thirty years after a statewide referendum repealed 
rent control in Massachusetts, a Dorchester Report-
er/WBUR/The Boston Foundation poll shows more 
than three-quarters of Boston voters support the 
measure, which advocates say would ameliorate 
housing unaffordability for tenants. 

The same survey demonstrates 72 percent of 
respondents view the cost of housing in Boston as 
either somewhat unaffordable or very unaffordable. 

Against the backdrop of the pandemic’s broader 
economic downturn, homelessness and a tidal wave 
of evictions have roused support for rent stabilization 
from current At-Large Councillor Michelle Wu and 
Acting Mayor Kim Janey, who is endorsed by Right 
to the City VOTE, a displacement and housing justice 
advocacy organization.

Its implementation has also drawn a lukewarm 
rebuke from Councillor Andrea Campbell, who, 
in her response to a Progressive Massachusetts 
questionnaire in April, said that the city should 
prioritize “tools in our current toolbox” in pursuing 
housing stabilization. 

But discussion around rent control has also begun 
filtering into more localized races. 

The Reporter spoke to candidates vying to rep-
resent District 4 and District 7, two areas that 
encompass Dorchester along with parts of Matta-
pan, Roxbury, Roslindale, and Fenway, about rent 
control and the pathway towards more affordable 
and accessible housing. 

In District 7, the issue hits home for candidate 
Tania Anderson, who overcame homelessness in her 
youth, when her family faced forced eviction from a 
Roxbury housing project. 

Anderson cautioned against implementing rent 
control without expanding affordable housing avail-
ability, a delicate balance she said rent control risks 
disrupting by pushing developers to prioritize luxury 
condos, resulting in “working families being squeezed 
out by a shrinking supply of affordable units.” 

Said Anderson: “We must take stabilizing actions 
like building more affordable housing and equity 
building actions like expanding rent-to-own pro-

grams before considering rent control.”
Similarly, in the abutting race, District 4 candi-

date Leonard Lee said he fears that deploying rent 
control could misfire. 

Lee has walked back his previous support for 
rent control after “looking into it more.” As a small 
landlord who owns a three-decker in Roxbury, he 
said his priority is creating incentives for landlords 
to treat tenants ethically, noting that he hasn’t in-
creased the rent on his property during nine years. 

“Housing, as a principle, is very simple, because, 
you know, everyone deserves a home. The cost of 
housing is extremely high and only increasing,” he 
said. “It’s about stabilizing the market so people can 
afford to buy and can afford to live.” 

Also unequivocal in his rejection of rent control is 
Joao DePina, who said his priority is implementing 
a municipal AMI — or Area Median Income — for-
mula with the aim of promoting a more accurate 
and precise calculation of the cost of affordable 
housing in the city. 

“I don’t support rent control, it has negative effects 
on people who’ve worked hard to purchase their 
homes and on small landlords, too,” said DePina. 

He also suggested increasing the Inclusionary 
Development Policy from 13 percent to 25 percent. 
The IDP dictates the threshold requirement of af-
fordable housing units in new housing developments.

Of the candidates populating the field of city council 
hopefuls, Santiago Leon Rivera has pitched perhaps 
the sharpest increase, a leap from 13 percent to 40 
percent.

Rivera said he’s currently exploring different 
models for rent control implemented in other ma-
jor American cities. “We should be looking at the 
AMI, reassessing the IDP, creating incentives for 
100 percent affordable housing,” he said. “That’s 
not something we’re seeing in Boston, yet – and we 
should eliminate parking minimums, too.”

He added: “We need to look at options that we 
know will work for everyone in the long term.” 

Another candidate, Angelina “Angie” Camacho 
made a staunch declaration before delving into 
alternatives to creating “structural safety for [the 
elderly] and homeowners.” 

Said Camacho: “I have been vocal in stating that 
we can be more creative than the rent control that 
we abandoned in the early 90’s. We cannot hang our 
cap on that model as a blanket solution.”

Instead, Camacho advocated for “solutions that 
help everyone, from early entrants into the housing 
market to our elders.”

On the other end of the spectrum, rent control 
has drawn unequivocal support from District 4 
candidates like Joel Richards and Deeqo Jibril, 
as well as former state representative Evandro 
Carvalho, who outlined a three-prong approach to 
housing stabilization that also includes an increase 
to the IDP and subsidies of rents, mortgages, and 
affordable housing developments that utilize federal 
pandemic-relief funds. 

Boston is poised to receive approximately $500 
million in American Rescue Plan funds with anoth-
er $400 million disbursement set aside for Boston 
Public Schools. 

“I support rent control because no one deserves to 
be forced out of their home,” said Jibril in a state-
ment. “I know first-hand how difficult it is to find 
and keep affordable housing in Boston. We cannot 
allow Bostonians to move outside the City of Bos-
ton because they cannot 
find an affordable place 
to live.”

In expressing his sup-
port for rent control, 
Richards said: “Dorches-
ter and Mattapan are fac-
ing an affordable housing 
crisis. An increasing 
share of our community 
is paying 50 percent or 
more of their income on 
rent, pricing out many of 
our neighbors that have 
built this city.

            •••
For more detailed in-

formation on the candi-
dates for city council and 
mayor who will appear 
on the Sept. 14 prelim-
inary ballot in Boston, 
go to DotNews.com. The 
Reporter is posting the 
full answers of all candi-
dates who responded to a 
Reporter questionnaire.

District council candidates weigh in on merits of  rent control

COMMOnWEALTh OF
MASSAChUSETTS
ThE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISIOn

24 nEW ChARDOn STREET
BOSTOn, MA 02114

Docket No. SU20D1234DR
DIVORCE SUMMOnS 

BY PUBLICATIOn and MAILInG
AIChA ABUBARDAR

vs.
RAhEEM ABUBARDAR

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for irretrievable breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Stephanie Marie 
Duggan-Lykes, Esq., Casa Myrna, 451 
Blue Hill Ave., Boston, MA 02120 your 
answer, if any, on or before 09/23/2021. 
If you fail to do so, the court will proceed 
to the hearing and adjudication of this 
action. You are also required to file a 
copy of your answer, if any, in the office 
of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: June 25, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: August 19, 2021
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COMMOnWEALTh OF 
MASSAChUSETTS
ThE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AnD FAMILY COURT
InFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATIOn nOTICE

Docket No. SU21P1376EA
ESTATE OF:

DOROTHY A. KEVENY
A/K/A: DOROThY KEVEnY

DATE OF DEATH: March 25, 2021
SUFFOLK DIVISIOn

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Kristin O’Keefe Neal of LaVergne, TN, a 
Will has been admitted to informal probate. 
Kristin O’Keefe Neal of LaVergne, TN has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the administration from 
Personal Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.

Published: August 19, 2021

COMMOnWEALTh OF
MASSAChUSETTS
ThE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE AnD FAMILY COURT

24 nEW ChARDOn STREET
BOSTOn, MA 02114

617-788-8300
CITATIOn On PETITIOn 

TO ChAnGE nAME
Docket No. SU21C0297CA

In ThE MATTER OF: 
AnA MIA TORRES CACERES

A petition to Change name of 
Adult has been filed by Ana Mia 
Torres Caceres of Dorchester, MA 
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to:

Leo Elias Torres
IMPORTAnT nOTICE

Any person may appear for pur-
poses of objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance at: Suffolk 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
09/29/2021. This is not a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. 
DUNN, First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 12, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate

Published: August 19, 2021

COMMOnWEALTh OF
MASSAChUSETTS
ThE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 nEW ChARDOn STREET
BOSTOn, MA 02114

CITATIOn GIVInG nOTICE 
OF PETITIOn FOR 

APPOInTMEnT OF COnSERVATOR 
OR OThER PROTECTIVE ORDER 

PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304, & §5-405

Docket No. SU21P1164PM
In ThE MATTER OF: 
REGINA M. JORDAN
of DORChESTER, MA

RESPONDENT 
(Person to be Protected/Minor)

To the named Respondent and all 
other interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by Stephen Jordan of Jamaica 
Plain, MA and Shelley Oakes of Quincy, 
MA in the above captioned matter alleging 
that Regina M. Jordan is in need of a 
Conservator or other protective order and 
requesting that Shelley Oakes of Quincy, 
MA (or some other suitable person) be 
appointed as Conservator to serve With 
out Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is disabled, 
that a protective order or appointment  of 
a Conservator is necessary, and that the 
proposed conservator is appropriate. The 
petition is on file with this court.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 09/09/2021. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTAnT nOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 

limit or completely take away the above-
named person’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: August 06, 2021

Published: August 19, 2021

residents of Boston?” 
The question is meant to 
support a proposed home 
rule petition filed by Dis-
trict 5 Councillor Ricar-
do Arroyo and at-large 
councillor Julia Mejia 
that would re-structure 
the committee. 

In recent weeks, the 
Reporter asked candi-
dates for mayor and 
for Boston City Council 
at-large, as well as for 
Districts 3, 4 and 7 to 
share whether or not 
they would support the 
return to an elected 
school committee. 

All five of the mayoral 
candidates favor some 
form of change to the 
current appointment 
system, but none favor 
a return to a fully elect-
ed school committee as 
pitched in this petition. 
Most— including acting 
Mayor Kim Janey, Coun-
cillors Michelle Wu and 
Andrea Campbell and 
John Barros— are open 
to a hybrid of majori-
ty-elected with appoint-
ed members and expand-
ed roles for student rep-
resentatives. Councillor 
Annissa Essaibi-George 
said she would seek to 
give the city council more 
oversight to appoint 
four members of the 
nine-member board “in 
partnership” with the 
mayor.

But, many candidates 
for district and at-large 
seats— including two 

incumbents running 
for re-election—  are 
far more supportive of 
making the composition 
of the school board total-
ly up to the will of city 
voters. 

Of the 12 at-large can-
didates who responded 
to Reporter inquiries— 
17 will appear on the 
Sept. 14 ballot—  the 
majority are in favor of 
a fully- elected school 
committee, or would at 
least be open to a hybrid 
model.  Incumbent at-
large councillors Mejia 
and Michael Flaherty, 
Carla Monteiro, Ruthzee 
Louijeune, Kelly Bates, 
Nick Vance and Brigid 
Nee-Walsh all support 
a fully elected school 
committee. 

Flaherty, who was 
first elected to the coun-
cil in 1997, said that 
a hybrid model won’t 
go far enough to enact 
change, adding that com-
mittee members should 
be “held accountable to 
our school system’s end 
users: Boston’s school 
children and their par-
ents/guardians.” 

“While a hybrid com-
mittee may appeal to 
some as a compromise 
measure, I believe Bos-
ton voters can and should 
be trusted to exercise 
good judgement in the 
best interests of their 
children and grandchil-
dren,” said Flaherty, a 
South Boston native who 
challenged the late Tom 
Menino for the mayor’s 

job in 2009.
Mejia, who is running 

for re-election to an at-
large seat, agrees.

“We’ve seen over the 
past year how a sole-
ly-appointed school com-
mittee is dramatically 
unrepresentative and 
unaccountable to the 
needs of their constitu-
ents,” said Mejia.  “An 
elected school committee 
gives greater voice to the 
parents, students, and 
teachers of our school 
district to see the future 
of BPS placed in the 
hands of the people who 
are living the day-to-day 
realities. 

“I believe that the 
members of the school 
committee should be 
accountable to people 
in Boston rather than 
the Mayor, whoever it 
might be,” said Bates, a 
first-time candidate who 
lives in Hyde Park. 

Nee-Walsh, a South 
Boston resident and 
union Ironworker, said 
that “an elected School 
Committee will allow 
more parent and com-
munity input into the 
BPS decision making 
process.”

Flaherty, Colimon, 
Halbert and Monteiro 
said they would support 
reserving at least one 
seat on the committee 
for a student represen-
tative, with full voting 
rights and stipends. 

Monteiro, a Dorches-
ter resident, called the 
appointed structure 

“archaic and anti-dem-
ocratic.” 

“I support a fully elect-
ed school committee 
complete with two seats 
for student members 
who are given full voting 
rights and a stipend,” she 
said, “Student voice on 
the council for too long 
has gone undervalued 
and under-appreciated, 
these young leaders de-
serve better and adding 
an additional seat for our 
student members will 
empower them to be even 
more vocal advocates for 
their needs. 

Other at-large can-
didates David Halbert, 
Said Abdikarim, Erin 
Murphy, Alex Gray, and 
James “Reggie” Colimon 
favor a hybrid model—  a 
mix of elected and ap-
pointed seats. Spillane 
said that the council 
should be responsible for 
reviewing and approving 
the mayor’s appoint-
ments. 

“I am open to an elect-
ed school committee if 
at least we try a hybrid 
model that includes 
accountability on both 
sides; those appointed 
and those elected,” said 
Abdikarim.

Louijeuene, who sup-
ports either a hybrid or 
fully-elected committee, 
said a “hybrid struc-
ture allows for pow-
er-sharing and greater 
accountability, while 
accounting for the issue 
of low name-recognition 
in municipal elections.”

Murphy, a Dorchester 
resident and longtime 
public school teacher, 
said that a hybrid makes 
the most sense. 

“There is value in hav-
ing the mayor appoint 
some members, but I also 
see value in having some 
be elected… Elected 
members have to answer 
to the public more,” said 

Murphy.
Gray said he would 

support half of the mem-
bers being appointed by 
the mayor, but “open to a 
conversation on whether 
the second half should be 
elected directly by voters 
or should be voted on by 
specific groups such as 
the City Council, stu-
dents, teachers, etc.” 

“My fear is that if all of 
the positions are elected, 
certain community voic-
es will be left out and not 
have a seat at the table,” 
he added.  

Rather than returning 
to a fully elected body, 
Spillane said: “The City 
Council needs to be given 
the responsibility to ap-
prove all appointments 
and reappointments to 
the School Committee.” 

District 3 City Coun-
cillor Frank Baker from 
Dorchester, who is run-
ning for re-election, said 
he’s been advocating for 
a hybrid committee since 
his first election in 2011. 

“The school commit-
tee needs to be held 
accountable, not just by 
the mayor or the school 
department but also by 
the people of Boston, 
who trust them with 
their children,” said 
Baker. “A hybrid school 
committee seems like a 
fair way to do that. At 
a bare minimum, City 
Councillors should  have 
confirmation powers on 
the school committee 
members. 

Stephen McBride, 
Baker’s challenger in 
November, also supports 
a hybrid model. 

“I favor having over 
50 percent be elected so 
that a majority of the 
committee is responsible 
to the people. To ensure 
that partisan politics 
aren’t the only factor, 
retaining an appointed 
component will keep the 
committee grounded,” 
said McBride. 

Out of the eight can-
didates qualified to ap-
pear on the ballot in 
the Sept. 14 primary for 
District 4, the seat that 
will be vacated by may-
oral candidate Andrea 
Campbell, six said they 
would support a fully 
elected school commit-
tee: Evandro Carvalho, 

Joel Richards, Brain 
Worrell, Leonard Lee, 
Josette Williams, and 
Deeqo Jibril. 

“I believe community 
leaders, residents, and 
youth should be able 
to nominate potential 
committee members 
and those nominations 
must be  reflective of the 
BPS student and family 
body,” said Williams. 

“Once members have 
been nominated by their 
community, then a board 
consisting of the Mayor, 
sitting council president, 
BSAC and Mayor’s youth 
leadership, BPS parents, 
community leaders and 
school committee alumni 
should be assembled as 
a board, to discuss and 
come up with the final 
decision.” 

The City Council seat 
in District 7 now held 
by Acting Mayor Kim 
Janey, which includes 
parts of Dorchester, 
Roxbury and the South 
End, is sought after by a 
field of eight candidates: 
Brandy Brooks, Marisa 
Luse, Joao Depina, Lor-
raine Payne Wheelerm, 
Santiago Leon Rivera, 
Angelina Camacho, Roy 
Owens Sr., and Tania 
Anderson.  

Anderson is on record 
supporting an elect-
ed school committee,  
saying that “residents 
deserve to have their 
voices heard.”

Brooks supports a 
fully elected committee, 
saying that “opponents 
of an elected School Com-
mittee have a tendency 
to conflate the old totally 
at-large elected Commit-
tee with the at-large and 
District School Commit-
tee that Boston voters 
approved in 1983.” 

Camacho, who serves 
as a member of the Citi-
zens Nominating Panel, 
said she sees “first-hand 
how the appointed pro-
cess can serve as an ex-
ample of the access that 
many residents demand 
for everyday people to 
have a strong voice in 
leadership,” and thinks 
the process should be 
left as-is.  

Read full responses to 
the Reporter’s Election 
2021 questionnaire at 
DotNews.com.

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/HampdenStreet831
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 194 0274

Tuesday, August 31
7:00 PM 

Hampden Street 
Development Project

Project Description:
BPDA-hosted Article 80 Public Meeting in connection with the 
proposed Hampden Street Development Project at 55 - 115 
Hampden Street in the Newmarket area of Roxbury.  

Please register in advance for this meeting through the 
registration link provided above. After registering, you will 
receive a confirmation email from Zoom with a link to join the 
meeting directly.  

Please be advised Spanish interpretation will be provided for 
this Public Meeting. Should you require interpretation in a 
language other than Spanish, please contact Aisling Kerr 
through the email address/phone number available below to 
submit your request.

mail to:Aisling Kerr
  Boston Planning & Development Agency
  One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
  Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.4212
email:  Aisling.Kerr@Boston.gov

More council candidates signal support for elected school board
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By Colin a. young
State houSe neWS ServiCe

After months of pandemic-induced delays, the U.S. 
Census Bureau on Aug. 12 released the local-level 
population and demographic data from the 2020 
count of the nation’s population, triggering a sprint 
to redraw the boundaries of the state’s legislative 
and Congressional districts over the coming months.

The 2020 Census counted 7,029,917 people living 
in Massachusetts, a 482,288-person or 7.4 percent 
increase over the last decade that outpaced the 4.1 
percent average in the Northeast and equaled the 
growth rate of the country as a whole. The state’s 
growth has been uneven, likely requiring the west-
ern Massachusetts districts represented by U.S. 
Rep Richard Neal and U.S. Rep. Jim McGovern’s 
western/central district to be expanded in size to 
meet the 781,497-constituent target set by Census 
officials, while the footprint of eastern districts close 
to Boston may need to shrink or shift west.

Armed with the detailed local data showing 
population gains in all 10 of the largest Bay State 
cities -- Boston (+58,053), Worcester (+25,473), 
Springfield (+2,869), Lowell (+9,035), Cambridge 
(+13,241), New Bedford (+6,007), Brockton (+11,833), 
Quincy (+9,365), Lynn (+10,924) and Fall River 
(+5,143) -- and decreases in Holyoke (-1,642), 
Pittsfield (-810), North Adams (-747) and Westfield 
(-260), the Legislature can truly begin the process 
of reshaping voting districts to account for shifting 
population centers with a few sometimes-conflicting 
priorities in mind, like maximizing minority 
representation and protecting incumbents.

Outside the 10 most populous cities, Lawrence saw 
the greatest population growth (+12,766) followed 
by Revere (+10,431), Everett (+7,408), Haverhill 
(+6,908) and Malden (+6,813). Secretary of State Bill 
Galvin said Thursday afternoon that Massachusetts 
now has nine cities with more than 100,000 residents 
and Worcester, the state’s second-largest city, has 
surpassed 200,000 residents for the first time.

“We’ve had significant changes within our state. 
We’ve seen cities grow dramatically ... Many of 
the suburban communities grow as well,» Galvin, 
the state›s liaison to the Census, said. He added, 
«Particularly gratifying was seeing some of the 
communities that we were most concerned about, 
where we knew there were significant populations 
of non-native born persons, being fully counted. So, 
for instance, the city of Lawrence is now at 89,000, 
a dramatic gain. The city of Revere had the greatest 
percentage gain. The city of Chelsea, one of the 
concerns we constantly expressed, is now at 40,000 
people. The city of New Bedford is at 102,000 people. 
These are all communities that, even to the last days 
of the Census, we were constantly struggling to make 
sure people were counted in those communities.»

The only two counties in Massachusetts to shed 
residents over the last decade were Berkshire (-2,193) 
and Franklin (-343). Every other county saw popu-
lation growth, led by the gains of 128,917 people in 
Middlesex County, 75,913 people in Suffolk County 
and 66,670 people in Essex County. By growth per-
centage, Nantucket County led the way with a 40.1 
percent gain (an increase of 4,083 people).

That’s at odds with the national trend, the U.S. 
Census Bureau said Thursday. Across the country, 
less than half (47 percent) of the nation’s 3,143 
counties gained population over the last decade.

Galvin said the new numbers from the Census 
mean that Congressional districts will include 
781,000 people, state Senate districts will include 
more than 175,000 people and state House of Repre-
sentative districts will include almost 44,000 people.

“So, all of these districts are going to have to 
change. And there’s going to have to be some signif-
icant adjustment made,” Galvin said. “Just to take 
Boston because it’s the largest city as an example, 
Boston appears to have gained -- did gain -- 58,000 
people. That means it probably would gain an addi-
tional, potentially an additional, seat in the House 
of Representatives.”

The Special Joint Committee on Redistricting, led 
by Assistant House Majority Michael Moran and 
Senate President Pro Tempore William Brownsberg-
er, has already held more than 18 hearings on the 
redistricting process and is expected to hold more 
public hearings once its proposed district maps are 
available.

Moran told the News Service that the committee’s 
third-party vendor is working now to put the latest 
Census data into a format that meets the commit-
tee’s parameters. Once it is, lawmakers will begin 
diving into the numbers and digesting it with the 
testimony from redistricting hearings.

But he is also mindful of the Census Bureau’s 
plan for another data release — the Census says 
it will be the same data but presented in different 
formats— by Sept. 30. Moran said the committee 
has to use official Census data and “given the Cen-
sus’ credibility in the last year and a half,” he is 

not considering the data 
released Thursday to be 
the official numbers.

“My job isn’t to be first 
on this stuff, my job is to 
be correct,” Moran, who 
led the last round of re-
districting for the House, 
said. He added, “As far 
as I’m concerned and 
the House is concerned 
— and I think you’ll see 
Senator Brownsberger is 
in a similar position — 
our job is to get it right. 
And we’re going to look 
at these numbers when 
they’re in a safe space for 
us to look at them.”

There could be other 
proposed maps in the mix 
as well. Senate Minority 
Leader Bruce Tarr and 
Republican Sen. Ryan 
Fattman plan to oversee 
the redistricting process for the Senate minority 
caucus and are leaving their options open as they 
scrutinize the fresh data, a Tarr spokesman said. 
For the House Republicans, Rep. Paul Frost will 
serve as the redistricting point person.

“Whether the caucus produces its own proposal 
will be dictated in large part by what the preliminary 
maps look like, but we certainly plan to offer our 
input throughout this important undertaking and 
will be working to ensure that the entire process 
remains open and transparent,” House Minority 
Leader Brad Jones said.

Shortly after the data was made available, advo-
cates with the Drawing Democracy Coalition said 
they plan to use it to produce the organization’s own 
“unity map” that would keep communities togeth-
er and ensure equitable representation for Black, 
Indigenous, Latinx, and Asian-American commu-
nities, people of color, immigrants, and low-income 
communities. The group said it plans to eventually 
submit its map to the Special Joint Committee on 
Redistricting.

“Redistricting is a once-in-a-decade opportunity 
to better ensure authentic representation and open 
new opportunities for building power for BIPOC, 
immigrant and low-income communities,” the co-
alition said in a statement. “Especially as efforts 
are underway across the country to restrict access 
to voting, it is more important than ever to ensure 
that voters can elect representatives of their choice. 
While today’s release of the redistricting data is 
several months delayed, the Drawing Democracy 
Coalition is confident that, along with the Special 
Joint Committee on Redistricting, we have a strong 
plan in place to ensure that the process remains fair 
and transparent and that the new district maps are 
approved by the November 8, 2021 deadline.”

State representatives planning to seek reelection 
in 2022 must reside within their district boundaries 
for at least one year ahead of time, making Nov. 8, 
2021 a soft deadline for the new maps that would 
give candidates a chance to ensure they can be eli-
gible for next year’s election.

Drawing Democracy said it has already received 
and shared with the Special Redistricting Commit-
tee 99 “community of interest” map submissions 
“providing valuable insight from local residents into 
what areas of their communities are most important 
to keep together.”

Once the group’s unity map is drafted, it will go 
through “extensive legal review” to make sure that 
it is in compliance with the Voting Rights Act, the 
Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment, 
the Massachusetts Constitution and state laws. 
Drawing Democracy plans to solicit input from its 
coalition members at five virtual listening sessions, 
make any necessary tweaks and then present it to 
the legislative committee for consideration.

“During redistricting in 2011, the final maps 
approved by the legislature closely resembled the 
unity map presented by Drawing Democracy,” the 
group pointed out Thursday in its announcement.

Thursday’s data release from the U.S. Census 
Bureau follows its April release of congressional 
apportionment data, which provided total state 
headcounts to be used to determine each state’s 
number of U.S. House of Representatives seats and 
in funding formulas. Massachusetts added 482,288 
people since the last Census in 2010, ensuring that 
its delegation to the U.S. House will remain the same 
size rather than shrinking by one as happened after 
the 2010 count.

But that April data was not enough to draw maps 
of voting districts within states because it did not 
get into the granular details like where in a state 
people live, or their age, race and ethnicity.

The redistricting data released Thursday gets 
down to the individual Census block, counts only 
residents (the apportionment data also includes 
“federally-affiliated” people living overseas), and in-
cludes race, ethnicity and some housing information. 
It became available Thursday in what the Census 
called a “legacy format” that states, redistricting 
software vendors and groups like the National 
Conference of State Legislatures are familiar with.

The Census plans to release the same data in 
manners more accessible to the public by the end 
of September, including through the data census.
gov platform. 

Governors, state legislative leaders and any 
redistricting commissions around the country will 
get DVDs and flash drives with an integrated data 
browsing software by the end of next month.

But by then, the Brennan Center for Justice at 
NYU School of Law said, “many states are expect-
ed to start and potentially even complete their 
map-drawing processes.”

Secretary of State William Galvin gestures to a county-level map showing the 2020 Census results while 
offering his first take on the local-level population and demographic data released by the U.S. Census 
Bureau. Sam Doran/SHNS

Population surge points to “significant” district changes
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RECENT OBITUARIES

nEW CALVARY CEMETERY
Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian

Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.
Grave pricing starting at $1,200

Package pricing from $3,800  (includes grave purchase, first 
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches 
starting at $1,400 (Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening 

& Inscription)
617-296-2339

12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases, 
Pre need Opening Arrangements

Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.

Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery 

in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at: 

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and  maps available online at:

www.BostonCemetery.org
617-325-6830             info@bcca.comcast.net

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office for information on the cost of burial 
needs; our spring planting program; our memorial 
benches and memorial trees.

The Cemetery office is open 8:30am-4:00pm Monday 
– Friday. Cemetery office is open 8:30 am to noon on 
Saturday mornings. The Cemetery grounds are open 
7:30am to sunset.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN
15 Broad Street, Ste. 800

Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

CALLAHAN, Michael 
Patrick of Dorchester, 68 
passed unexpectantly, 
loving son of the late 
Donald D. (MSP) and 
Genevieve M. (Gillis) 
Callahan of Dorchester/
Florida. Survived by his 
siblings Donald D. Calla-
han (BPD) and his wife 
Jean, Donna J., Stephen 
J., Daniel J. Callahan 
and his wife Irina all 
of Dorchester. Father 
of James F. Callahan, 
his wife Jess and their 
daughters Zoe and Pip-
er of Arlington. Loving 
uncle of Danielle, Nicole, 
Melissa, Elizabeth, Ele-
na and Boris Callahan. 
Mike was a good athlete 
and exceptional carpen-
ter. He was a true crafts-
man who was most proud 
of his work in Florida and 
the Carolinas, rebuilding 
houses due to flood and 
hurricane damage. He 
loved the woods and 
the beach where he was 
always with one of his 
many dogs. 

CAMPBELL, Claire 
T. (Yeager) Age 88, a 
resident of Avon for the 
past 50 years, August 
5, native of Dorchester, 
daughter of the late 
Edward & Catherine 
(Feeney) Yeager; devot-
ed to her family & home, 
Claire loved thrifting. 
She enjoyed day trips, 
visiting Maine, Carson 
Beach, her old Dorches-
ter neighborhood, & the 
ocean. Claire was the 
wife of the late Joseph 
E. Campbell; mother 
of the late Catherine 
L. Campbell; beloved 
grandmother of Joseph 

Hannan (& Meredith 
Fields) of Avon; loving 
mother-in-law of Jerry 
Hannan; longtime com-
panion of the late Carl 
Buckner; sister of the 
late Robert & Edward 
Yeager. Private burial.

DIGGIN, Gerard M. 
“Bubba” Of Holbrook, 
formerly of Norwood and 
Braintree, and originally 
from Dorchester (OFD), 
passed away unexpect-
edly on August 11 at 
the age of 67. Born and 
bred in Dorchester, he 
graduated from So. Bos-
ton High School. He had 
worked for many years 
as a computer technician 
for Sun Life Insurance 
company, prior to his 
retirement. Bubba was 
an avid Boston sports fan 
who had season tickets 
to the Patriots for many 
years. Bubba had many 
lifelong friends, along 
with his family who 
were blessed to know 
him and will sorely miss 
him. Bubba was the son 
of the late Edward and 
Alice (Thornton) Dig-
gin. Devoted brother of 
Michael Diggin and his 
wife Charlotte of Scitu-
ate, Kathleen Cahalane 
and her husband James 
of Walpole, John Diggin 
of Holbrook and the late 
Joseph Diggin and Ed-
ward Diggin. Dear “Un-
cle Bubba” to Jennifer, 
Paul, Melissa, Kristina, 
Elizabeth, Jessica, Erin, 
Greg, Edward, Daniel 
and Sean. 

LENANE, Michael Of 
Dorchester, died sud-
denly on August 10, 
2021. Beloved father 

of Micayla M. and her 
husband Ryan Bicker-
ton of Dorchester and 
Michael Lenane and 
his fiance Casey Gover 
of Dorchester. Devoted 
“Papa” of Mallory, Jack, 
and Graham Bickerton. 
Son of the late Gerald F. 
Lenane, Sr. and Joan E. 
(Coughlin) Lenane. Lov-
ing brother of Deborah 
and her husband Wil-
liam O’Neill of Cohasset, 
Robert Lenane of South 
Boston, Jay and his wife 
DeeDee Lenane of Ded-
ham, Joanne and her 
husband James Moore 
of South Carolina, Karen 
and her husband John 
Admirand of Marshfield, 
and the late Gerald F. 
Lenane, Jr. and Donna 
Marie Lenane. Michael 
is also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. He 
was a pressman at the 
Boston Globe for over 
30 years, and especially 
enjoyed playing golf, 
watching movies, and 
spending time with his 
family. 

SULLIVAN, Patricia 
A. (McGuinness) Of Mil-
ton, formerly of Dorches-
ter and Plympton, died 
August 7.  Beloved wife 
of the late John “Franny” 
Sullivan. Loving mother 
of Kevin M. and his wife 
Jeanine A. Sullivan of 
Canton, Kathleen M. 
Sullivan of Hawaii, and 
Daniel F. and his wife 
Allison L. Sullivan of 
New Hampshire. Devot-
ed “Grammy” of Olivia 
Katherine Sullivan, Ka-
lili Rose Sullivan Kin-
ney, and the late Declan 
Harrison Sullivan. Sis-
ter Bernice McGuinness 
of Medford and the late 
Marion Patch. Sister-in-
law of Nancy Cronin of 
Quincy, and the late Paul 
Sullivan, Eleanor Rota, 
and Thomas Sullivan. 
Survived by many nieces 
and nephews. Patricia 
was a retired employee 
of State Street Bank for 

over 20 years and Ryder 
Bus Company for over 15 
years, and a volunteer 
advocate for learning 
disabled children and 
participated in the senior 
Olympics in the swim 
competition. 

WALSH, Joseph J. 
Of Plymouth, Massa-
chusetts and Palm Har-
bor, Florida, formerly of 
Dorchester, died peace-
fully surrounded by his 
loving family on August 
10. Beloved son of the 
late Dudley and Mary 
(McDonnell) Walsh. De-
voted husband to Pa-
tricia (Murphy) Walsh. 
Dear brother of Mary 
Collins of Weymouth 
and her late husband, 
James. Loving father of 
Tara and her husband 
Jonathan Russell and 
Fiona and her husband 
Frank Grosso, both of 
North Wales, Pennsyl-
vania. Cherished “Gran-
dad” of Sean, Mollie, 
Declan and Clare. Joe is 
also survived by nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and 
dear friends. Joe was an 
avid Boston sports fan 
and particularly loved 
the Boston Red Sox. 
He enjoyed following 
the stock market, Irish 
music, telling jokes and 
spending his winters in 
Florida. 

COLEMAN, Lorraine 
M. Of Plymouth and for-
merly of Dorchester and 
Milton, died peacefully 
at the Dr. Ruth McLain 
Hospice in Braintree, 
MA on Friday, August 
13. Lorraine was born in 
Boston, the third child of 
Margaret (McLaughlin) 

and Joseph F. Coleman, 
a Boston Fireman. She 
used to say that she was 
a sickly child, but she 
lived to be 97 years old—
longer than her three 
siblings. She went to 
Dorchester schools and 
lived in Dorchester most 
of her life. She was the 
kindest most generous 
person, always asking 
if she could help with 
anything, and would give 
you $5 if she only had $5, 
if she thought you needed 
it more. After completing 
high school, she worked 
at the Federal Reserve 
Bank, Estabrook & Co, 
Burlington Industries, 
Wilson CO, Thurman 
Wool Co, and Channel 5. 
She retired from the local 
UAW office. She traveled 
throughout the Unit-
ed States and Europe 
with her two friends, 
Kaye Rehs and Barbara 
Welch who both prede-
ceased her. Her siblings 
who predeceased her 
were Joseph F. Coleman 
of Holbrook, Virginia 
M. Kennedy of Milton, 
& Stephanie Novell of 
Woodstock, GA. When 
Lorraine retired, she 
went to live with her 
sister Virginia Kenne-
dy in Milton. A devout 
Catholic, she attended 
St. Agatha Church from 
1986 through 2019 when 
she and her niece Jeanne 
moved to Plymouth. She 
leaves many nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces 
and nephews in Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island, 
Georgia, North Carolina, 
and West Palm Beach, 
Florida. A Private Mass 
of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated at Saint 
Agatha Church. Burial 
Milton Cemetery. Do-
nations in Lorraine’s 
memory can be made to: 
Old Colony Hospice, 321 
Manley St., West Bridge-
water, MA 02379 or via 
oldcolonyhospice.org For 
further information or to 
leave the Coleman fami-
ly a condolence message, 
please visit dolanfuner-
al.com.

LIND, Catherine D. 
“Kay” Of Hingham, for-
merly of Cotuit, died 
peacefully on Wednes-
day, August 11, 2021. 
She was 99. Born in 
Dorchester on February 
7, 1922, she was the 

daughter of the late 
Michael and Theresa 
O’Hare, both formerly of 
Co. Clare, Ireland, and 
was raised in Belmont. 
She graduated from 
Regis College, Class of 
1943, where she made 
lifelong friends. Kay was 
a fifth grade teacher with 
Billerica Public Schools 
for many years, retiring 
in 1984 to spend more 
time with her family.  
In her early years, Kay 
loved summers at Hamp-
ton Beach, being captain 
of the girls’ basketball 
team at Belmont High, 
and skiing at Mt. Cran-
more. She continued an 
active life while raising 
her family. In later years, 
Kay volunteered at her 
church and library, en-
joyed winters in Naples, 
FL, and traveled abroad. 
Throughout her life, Kay 
had an immense love 
for her family, her Irish 
heritage, and her many, 
many friends. She was 
full of gratitude for her 
full and beautiful life. 
Kay was the beloved wife 
of the late Frank A. Lind, 
who died in 2003. They 
shared 57 loving years 
of marriage. She was the 
devoted mother of Amy 
L. Corbett (William) of 
Winchester, Anne L. 
Marcks (Kent) of Hing-
ham, Betsy Mellors (Rob-
ert) of Hingham, Robert 
J. Lind (Barbara Hough) 
of Dorchester, Paula 
Bitner (John) of Boston, 
and the late Susan J. 
Lind (KC Mitkevicius) 
of Newton. Kay was the 
loving grandmother of 14 
and great-grandmother 
of 17. She was the dear 
sister of Ann O. Smith of 
Watertown, the late Sis-
ter Jeanne d’Arc O’Hare, 
CSJ, the late Margaret 
B. O’Hare, and the late 
John F. O’Hare. Kay 
is also survived by her 
her brother-in-law, Rev. 
Msgr. Joseph G. Lind 
of Boston, and her dear 
nieces and nephews.  
Visiting hours were held 
on Monday, August 16 in 
Hingham.  

A Funeral Mass was 
celebrated on Monday, 
August 16 at St. Paul’s 
Church, Hingham at 10 
AM.  private interment 
will be at a later date.  
Memorial contributions 
may be sent to: St. Vin-
cent de Paul Center - 
Christ the King Parish, 
4463 Falmouth Rd., 
Cotuit, MA 02635. See 
www.Keohane.com for 
directions and online 
condolences. 
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With me
Through diagnosis
Through care

To wellness

Some people still whisper the word 
cancer, but we should speak up. Today, 
you can survive, even thrive, after cancer.

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute can help. 
They offer mammography screening, right 
in the community. And should you need it, 
they provide world-class cancer treatment.

They were with me through a diagnosis, 
through cancer care, and helped me stay 
well. And they can help you, too. Visit 
dana-farber.org/community to see how.

Every step of the way.
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SCAN THE CODE
TO TURN ON
MASSNOTIFY

Help MA reopen safely. Add your phone to the fight.

You and your 
phone can keep 
things moving 
in the right
direction. 

Activate 
MassNotify.
Reopening plans continue to expand: vaccinated grandparents are once again hugging 
grandchildren, and things are moving in the right direction. But whether you’re vaccinated 
or not, it’s important to remember that COVID-19 is still out there. By activating MassNotify 
on your phone, you’ll be alerted about possible exposures to COVID-19, helping you take 
action and keep you and your loved ones safe. MassNotify is an added layer of protection, 
which helps us safely return to the activities we love. To find out more about MassNotify, 
visit Mass.gov/MassNotify


