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BPS: Hold
off on test
for exam

schools

Allocate instead
for the next year

By Max LARKIN

WBUR REPORTER

Boston Public Schools’
three prestigious exam
schools will not use an
exam to select their next
incoming classes under
a recommendation by
Superintendent Bren-
da Cassellius. Under
the plan, 20 percent of
seats available next year
would be allocated to
students with the city’s
top grades. The remain-
ing 80 percent would be
admitted to the schools
based on their GPA
ranking within their
home ZIP code, with el-
igible students from the
lowest-income ZIP codes
given first choice.

Cassellius said last
Thursday afternoon
that she was “extreme-
ly pleased” with the
plan as developed by a
nine-member task force
this summer — espe-
cially its mechanism for
favoringthe city’sunder-
served precincts.

(Continued on page 4)

CULINARY ADVENTURE - The Ashmont Grill in Peabody Square, where bar
manager Andrew Visconti, above, prepared one of his signature cocktails last
week, is one of the restaurants participating in the 23rd annual Men of Boston
Cook for Women’s Health on Oct. 29. The event is virtual this year, but will
include a delivery and dine-at-home option. Story, Page 6.
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O’Bryant students lose on two counts:
A trip to Europe, inadequate refunds

By Katie TroJANO
REPORTER STAFF

For the students at the John
D. O’Bryant High School, a
school-sponsored trip to Europe
has become a rite of passage.

While it was bad enough that
last spring’s trip — set for April
vacation week— was cancelled
by BPS officials in March because
of the pandemic, what happened
to the 44 students and their fam-
ilies who saved and scrimped to
pay for the adventure was much
worse: They have yet to get most of
their money back, despite having
purchased insurance.

Mya Bent Monegro, an 11th
grader at the O’Bryant, was ex-
cited about the trip, which had
on the schedule visits for her and
her classmates to Rome, Geneva,

MyaBent Monegro and her moth-
er, Carolina Monegro De Bent,
decry the disruptive experience
for all the O’Bryant students.
Family photo

Paris, Caen, and London. It was
a costly venture: Each student
paid $3,600 to book it and $45
to insure the booking, no small
task for many of the kids from
working-class families in city
neighborhoods.

“When the trip was cancelled, I
thought it would be fine because
theinsurance should have covered
anything that happened,” said
Monegro. “There was a global
pandemic and nobody could con-
trol that.”

But, like her peers and their
families, Monegro is upset that
she has to date received only a
partial refund $899 or 25 percent
of the $3,600. Each family was
issued an initial payout of $818
in September and another $81

(Continued on page 14)

Baker, courts offer
$171m proposal to
deal with eviction,
landlord situation

By MicHAEL P. NorTON
StaTE HousE NEWS SERVICE

Expanded rental assistance, rapid rehousing
efforts, and streamlined application processes are
cornerstones of a $171 million plan announced Mon-
day by the Baker administration to keep tenants in
their homes and support landlords after the state’s
eviction moratorium expires on Oct. 17.

The plan represents an alternative to extending
the moratorium, which Baker is authorized to do
under a law passed earlier in the pandemic and is
a path that many community activists and some
lawmakers say is preferable for the safety of tenants
struggling due to job losses and other COVID-19

pandemic hardships.

Baker’s team said the plan was developed in co-
ordination with the Massachusetts Trial Court and
others “to manage the end of the moratorium” on
Saturday. It uses federal funds as well as existing

(Continued on page 16)

The search for
Sgt. Beard’s

remains (cont.)

A story on the front
page of the Reporter
on Sept. 9 posed the
question: “Have they
found Sgt. Joseph W.
Beard? The answer is
“no.” But there’s more to
the story about a soldier
from Dorchester who
was reportedly taken off
the infamous “Bataan
Death March” in the
Philippinesin April 1942

Sgt. Joseph W. Beard
The quest continues

and sent back to work in
Manila where he died
two months later.

See Page 3.

Electric power seen as
key boost for Fairmount

By KaTiE TrRoJANO
REPORTER STAFF

Transportation advo-
cates last week pointed
to a newly released
report on regional rail
improvements asaroad-
map to transforming the
Fairmount Line into an
electrified rail line with
far-more-frequent and
accessible service to the
city neighborhoods it
runs through.

The 18-page docu-
ment— titled “Plan for
Regional Rail Phase 1”
and prepared by the
advocacy group Transit
Matters— includes cost
estimates and timelines
for the several regional
rail lines— not just the
Fairmount. But a sig-
nificant section of the
report zeroes in on the
8-mile section of rail that
(Continued on page 10)
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Police, Courts & Fire

Man sought in at-
tack on woman near
JFK-UMass - Transit
Police are looking for a
man they say attacked
a woman near the JFK/
UMass MBTA station a
week ago Tuesday (Oct.
6) about 5:15 p.m. The
suspect, whowas dressed
in a gray puffy jacket
and black pants, trailed
behind a woman near
the fare gates where he
allegedly kicked and spat
at her. Police say that
when they catch up to
the man, they’ll charge
him with assault and
battery with a dangerous
weapon (a shod foot) on
a person over 60.

According to Tran-
sit Police, he may be
the same person who
punched an Uber driver
downtown last Friday
afternoon, according to
the driver’s passenger at
the time. The rider said
he had just gotten into
an Uber car outside 33
Arch St. when the guy
- dressed in the same
gray puffy jacket and
black pants as shown in
the MBTA surveillance
photos - walked up to the
driver’s side window, ac-
cused the driver of “look-
ing at him,” and wound
up toslugthedriver. The
passenger said the driver
had good reflexes and hit
the gas, but not before
the assailant connected
with the driver’s face.

The passenger added
that the driver was not
seriously hurt while that
the suspect managed to
also punch the car before
the driver got completely
away. If the assailant
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looks familiar, Transit
Police detectives ask
that individual(s) dial
617-222-1050 or send
an anonymous tip to
873873.

Two Dorchester resi-
dents were placed under
arrest last Saturday
night after Boston Police
noticed a “large bayonet”
in the backseat of their
car during a traffic stop
on Woodrow Avenue.
According to a BPD ac-
count, officers on patrol
along Blue Hill Avenue
pulled the vehicle over
because its license plate
was reported as sto-
len. After noticing the
bayonet, police officers
removed the driver and
passenger— and found
one was carrying a load-
ed .22 caliber gun.

That individual,
36-year-old Corey Hinds,
will be charged with a
gun offense. The driver,
40-year-old Carolena
Shephard, was also ar-
rested for allegedly driv-
ing on a suspended li-
cense. “The bayonet was
recovered and removed
from the vehicle,” police
reported. Both parties
were to be arraigned
in Dorchester District
Court.
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Mayor Walsh got a flu
shot at City Hall last
week as his administra-
tionurged all Bostonians
togetvaccinated “as soon
as possible” before the flu
season beginsin earnest.

“Bygetting vaccinated,
you will help us slow the
spread ofthe fluand ease
the strain on our health-
care system that con-
tinues to treat patients
battling Covid-19,” the
mayor said.

Boston typically expe-
riences a flu outbreak
between October and
March. Many of the
symptoms —fever,
cough, muscle aches,
headache, runny nose,
sore throat and general
weakness— are similar

October 15, 2020
After getting his shot, Walsh urges
Bostonians: Get vaccine for regular flu

Mayor Martin Walsh received his annual flu shot
on Oct. 9 at a clinic held at City Hall.
Isabel Leon photo/Mayor’s Office

to Covid, for which there
is no vaccine yet. The
duration of the annual
flu illness, however, is
usually much shorter.
“The flu is a serious

virus and it is possible
to have both the flu and
Covid-19 at the same
time,” said Jennifer Lo,
MD, the medical direc-
tor of the Boston Public

dotnews.com

Health Commission.
“While there may not
be a vaccine for Covid
yet, there is a vaccine for
the flu. That is why it is
critical that everyone six
months of age and older
get a flu vaccine as soon
as possible.”

Many pharmacies in
the city are offering flu
shots to anyone three
years old or older for
no fee. It is best to call
ahead. You may also
get vaccinated by your
own doctor at no cost
or co-pay. If you don’t
have insurance, you can
call the Mayor’s Health
Line at 617-534-5050 to
get a voucher for a free
flu shot.

—REPORTER STAFF

Rebuilding Together pitches in to help
projects in Dorchester and Mattapan

More than 50 volun-
teers will help improve
two outdoor spaces in
Dorchester and Mat-
tapan this weekend as
part of National Re-
building Day, which was
re-scheduled from its
original date in April.
The Boston effort is led
by Rebuilding Together
Boston, which helps
corporate sponsors and
volunteer partners focus
their energies on city
neighborhoods.

Saturday’s efforts will
provide improvements
to two outdoor areas at
the Mattahunt Elemen-
tary School in Mattapan
and the Ballou Farm in
Dorchester. All the work
is being planned and
executed according to
COVID-19 safety guide-
lines established by the
US CDC, the City of

Boston, and Rebuilding
Together.

“Rebuilding Togeth-
er Boston is the only
nonprofit in Boston to
do hands-on critical re-
pairs at no cost to the
homeowner or commu-
nity center,” said Karen
Clay, executive director
of RTB. “We're excit-
ed to be able to hold
these outdoor events with
additional COVID-19
safety guidelines as it
allows us to continue to
support our community
and provide an oppor-
tunity for volunteers
to help give back when
so many are in need.”
At the Mattahunt, a
pre-kindergarten
through grade three
elementary school
that houses Toussaint
L’Ouverture Academy, a
first-in-the-nation Hai-

tian-Creole pre-K dual
language program, the
work will focus on creat-
ing usable outdoor space
in an overgrown two-acre
wooded area and clear-
ing access for a nature
trail. The school was
awarded a landscape ex-
pansion grant in 2019 by
Cambridge, Mass.-based
COGdesign that provided
designers to work with
the Mattahunt communi-
ty to create an ideal plan
for an expanded outdoor
learning area. Thanks to
the sponsorship of Lowe’s
Home Improvement Cen-
ters, Inc., volunteers from
RTB’snetwork will spend
the day implementing
elements of this plan
including an outdoor
classroom.

In Dorchester, vol-
unteers will pitch in at
Opportunity Affirma-

tion-Sustainability-In-
spiration-Success (OA-
SIS), an urban farm run
by the Codman Square
Neighborhood Develop-
ment Corporation. Itislo-
cated at a formerly aban-
doned and neglected site
at 96-100 Ballou Ave. A
group of volunteers from
the site sponsor the Hu-
ber Family Action Fund
along with residents from
the Codman Square com-
munity will work safely
outdoors to prepare the
Farm for spring planting.
Work to be performed
includes preparing the
site for winter by clearing
weeds and debris, apply-
ing mulch, constructing
grow boxes, and painting
a tool shed and watering
station. To learn more,
see rebuildingtogether-
boston.org.

— REPORTER STAFF

Drawbridge to close for repairs

The drawbridge at Granite Avenue near Exit 11B
will be closed for the weekend from Fri., Oct. 23
through Mon., Oct. 26 as workers replace a steel
beam on the span over the Neponset River. The
emergency project will result in detours and the
closure of expressway on-and-off-ramps at exit 11.

The area will be closed off to all traffic at 8 p.m.
on Oct. 23. “All lanes will be open to traffic by
Monday, October 26 at 5 a.m.,” a statement from
the Massachusetts Department of Transportation
(MassDOT) said on Wednesday.

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Dorchester Bay City public meeting
on Oct. 19— The Boston Planning and
Development Agency will host a virtual
public meeting on Monday, Oct. 19 to kick
off the review process of Dorchester Bay
City, the proposed redevelopment of the
34-acre site at Bayside on Dorchester’s
Columbia Point. The meeting, which will
give an overview of the project, will start
at 6 p.m. Subsequent virtual meetings
will focus on specific topics. See page XX
for zoom link or call-in info.

McCormack Civic meets online on
Oct. 20 — The John W. McCormack Civic
Association will host its first virtual
membership meeting on Tuesday, Oct.
20 at 7 p.m. Polish Triangle residents
who would like to attend the meeting
should email mccormackcivic@gmail.
com or go to the Association’s web page
at mccormackcivic.org to request the
link no later than Sunday, October 18.
Because of the Pandemic, all members

whose dues were up-to-date as of January
21, 2020 will continue to maintain valid
membership status until January 19,
2021. All members whose dues expired
prior to January 21, 2020, and wish to
vote at the meeting are encouraged to
send dues (checks preferred) to: John W.
McCormack Civic Association, c/o Travis
Stuart, 8 Saint Margaret St., Dorchester,
MA, 02125. Dues for residents are S5 or
$10 per year, depending on the ability
to pay. Business dues are $25 per year.
Please make check payable to: John W.
McCormack Civic Association.

Virtual meeting on Willow Baker project
next to South Bay— the BPDA will host
a virtual public meeting on Thurs., Oct.
22 from 6-8 p.m. on a proposal to build
three new residential buildings at Willow,
Baker and Fields Court in Dorchester,
next to South Bay Mall. The buildings
would include approximately 236 units
of housing, commercial space (office and

retail) and 59 garage and on-street parking
spaces for vehicles. See dotnews.com for
info on joining the Zoom or phone call.
A proposal by Shipway Development,
LLC to build two, four-story buildings
at 1700-1710 Dorchester Ave. will be
the subject of a virtual public meeting
convened by the BPDA on Monday, Oct.
26 at 6 p.m. The proposal includes 36
units of housing and about 1,500 sq. ft.
of commercial space. The project is under
review and can be viewed in more detail
online at bostonplans.org. The Zoom link
for the meeting is bit.ly/3dbleDH or dial
in: 833-568-8864 with a meeting ID of
160 519 5561.

The Men of Boston Cook for Women'’s
Health gala to benefit the Codman
Square Health Center will be held
virtually on Thurs., Oct. 29 from 6-7 p.m.
Anyone can attend the virtual event free
of charge— or you can purchase a dinner
ticket and have a special event meal

delivered. You may also make a donation
to support the event. See codman.org for
more info.

DotHouse Health offers “community”
COVID-19 testing at no cost at its
headquarters, 1353 Dorchester Ave.
Please bring your insurance card and
photo ID, if available. No one will be
turned away and there is no appointment
necessary. The testing is conducted from
9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday; and from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on
Tuesday and Thursday. Call ahead to the
COVID Triage Line: 617-740-2292.

SEND UPDATES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM

SEE NEW EVENTS DAILY
AT DOTNEWS.COM
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The search for Sgt. Beard’s
remains (cont.): We’re still
looking, Defense Dept. says

By Tom MuLvoy
AssociaTE EpiTor

A story on the front page of the
Reporter on Sept. 9 posed the ques-
tion: “Have they found Sgt. Joseph
W. Beard? The answer is “no.” But
there’s more to the story about a soldier
from Dorchester who was reportedly
taken offthe infamous “Bataan Death
March”inthe Philippinesin April 1942
and sent back to work in Manila where
he died two months later, according to
US Army records.

Astohisremains and burial site, the
US Army told Staff Sgt. Beard’s mother
in 1950 that after an extensive half
decade of searching for that informa-
tion, it had determined that her son’s
remains had been irretrievably lost.

In late August, the Dorchester
Historical Society received a letter
from Jim Opolony, the curator of the
Bataan Project, which keeps track of
all manner of information related to
those who were forced on the march
a month before US Gen. Jonathan
Wainwright and the Filipino common-
wealth surrendered all their forces to
the Japanese.

In his letter, which the historical
society forwarded to the Reporter,
Opolony wrote that, as a Bataan spe-
cialist, he had been contacted by an
official with the US Defense Depart-
ment’s POW/MIA Accounting Agency
(DPAA) about Sgt. Beard, a native of
St. Peter’s parish. Opolony noted that
the case might be considered active by
the Department of Defense and that it
is doing research on him. This would
mean, he wrote, that officials will be
attempting to find family members
for DNA. “If you go to bataanproject.

com and search for Joseph W. Beard,
his page will come up,” he wrote. “Open
the page and you can read about him.”

He added: “All I am doing is at-
tempting to make his relatives aware
that DNA is wanted so his remains
will be identified and possibly returned
home. In particular, children or grand-
children of his sisters will be wanted
for DNA The family can initiate the
testing, but does have to wait for the
DPAA to contact them.”

A call to the DPAA offices in early
September elicited a reply saying that
the agency would respond after con-
ducting internal inquiries of its own.

Late last month, the Reporter re-
ceived the following from Sgt. First
Class Sean P. Everette, a Public Affairs
officer with the POW/MIA Accounting
Agency:

“DPAA’shistorians and analysts will
regularly review the cases of service
members who were declared unrecov-
erable back during their respective
wars to determine if we might be able
to identify them now. Greg Kupsky
[of DPAA] did contact Mr. Opolony
about his website, bataanproject.com,
to ask about his source material for
Sgt. Beard.

“As part of our historians’ review of
unknown remains from World War II,
we have been compiling information on
individuals who died in the vicinity of
Clark Field and Fort Stotsenburg, to
include Sgt. Beard. Thelong-term goal
is to see if we can initiate a disinter-
ment project for some ofthe unknowns
recovered from that area.

“Wearenot actively seeking DNA for
these individuals yet. However, family
members are welcome to contact the

ORTER
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Ascene from the Japanese-organized POW march on Bataan in the Philippines
in April 1942 that Joseph Beard, below, was forced into. AP/US Marinesphoto

Army to contribute a reference sample
so that we have it on file. I hope this
answers your questions.”

It seems that the “irretrievably lost”
message to Mrs. Beard in 1950 is be-
ing revisited by Defense Department
experts in MIA searches, with family
members being told they can play an
active role in helping the government
to do what it can, more than 78 years
after the fact, to certify the closure of
Joseph W. Beard’s life and death in
wartime service to his country.

Followingis how Beard family mem-
bers can contact the department:

Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency, 241 18th St. South, Suite 800
Arlington, VA 22202 (703)-699-1420

NEW LOW RATES
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By Max LARKIN
WBUR REPORTER

After Boston passed
a pandemic threshold,
BPS educators say a
district policy requir-
ing teachers to report
to work in person now
violates a prior formal
agreement.

According to Boston
Public Health Commis-
sion data published on
Oct. 8,4.1 percent of the
city’s tests for the coro-
navirus came back posi-
tiveinthe past week. The
Sept. 9 memorandum of
agreement signed by the
city’s school committee
and the BTU states
that the district “will
transition to full remote
learning for all students
and BTU bargaining
members will have the

THE REPORTER

BPS violating safety pact, teachers allege

option to be remote as
well” if the weekly city-
wide positivity rate rises
above 4 percent.

But BPS Superinten-
dent Brenda Casselli-
us wrote staff on Oct.
7 to say that number
was “conservative,” and
that educators currently
teaching the district’s
high-needs students
would “be expected to
report to their school
buildings” the next day.
Multiple school prin-
cipals have repeated
the message to their
own staff, saying that
failure to report for
work could result in
discipline.

District officials cite
the next sentence of the
Sept. 9 memorandum,
which reads: “When the

Boston Public Health
Commission or other
City or State authority
determines that the
school district can re-
open, BTU bargaining
unit members will be
expected to return to
BPS buildings.”

After the surge in
cases in Boston, Mayor
Marty Walsh postponed
the next phase of school
reopening, which would
have seen larger groups
of students return to the
classroom.

But BPHC officials told
BPS on Oct. 7 that they
and the city’s Covid-19
task force believe it is
“appropriate to contin-
ue offering in person
instruction for our high
needs students, and that
we are in compliance

October 15, 2020

with the MOU between
the parties.”

In a bulletin shared
on Oct. 8, BTU presi-
dent Jessica Tang ad-
vised members that their
in-person presence is
now optional under the
Sept. 9 agreement —
and that the union will
“support any educators
that may face undue
repercussions as aresult
of exercising their right
to work safely.”

Atthe Mather Elemen-
tary School in Dorches-
ter, Lea Serena, a sec-
ond-grade teacher and
BTU representative,
said that about 14 teach-
ers were absent last
Thursday, but didn’t
know how many were
out in response to pan-
demic-related concerns.

Serena said that the
building, normally home
to around 560 students,
welcomed just 35 chil-
dren last week, and
that roughly half of the
school’s 65 staff have
beeninthebuilding since
it reopened.

Serena — who con-
tracted COVID in the
spring — said the build-
ing felt reasonably safe.
But she added that “we
haven’treceived [person-
al protective equipment]
from the district,” that
staff struggle to open
the building’s windows,
and that they were given
“$20 Walmart box fans”
for ventilation. She noted
that the school has had
trouble with both mold
and rodents in the past.

At a press conference

BPS: Hold off on test for exam schools for next year

(Continued from page 1)

“Oftentimes, when
children come to us
with less, they get less,”
Cassellius said. “In this
instance, they’re getting
first access. ... That part
of it really warmed my
heart.”

Student demographics
at the three selective
schools — the O’Bryant
School of Mathematics
and Science, Boston
Latin Academy, and the
Boston Latin School, in
particular — don’t mir-
ror the district as a
whole.

For instance, 72.4
percent of all Boston
Public School students
were Black or Latino
in the last school year,
compared to just 21 per-
cent at the Boston Latin
School. Similar gaps —
again, especially wide at
BLS — appear among
the share of students
classed as “economically
disadvantaged.”

—
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Under the plan to be
presented to a remote
meeting of the school
committee Thursday
night, the district would
draw up a pool of eligi-
ble students who either
maintained a B average
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in school this academic
year or who “met or
exceeded expectations”
on the 2019 MCAS test.

The students’ schools
— whether public, char-
ter, or private — would
also need to certify that

those students arelearn-
ing at grade level under
the state’s curriculum
frameworkstobejudged
eligible.

If implemented, the
plan projects a rise of
15 percentage points in
the number of seats ap-
portioned to Black and
Latino students.

Tanisha Sullivan,
president of the Boston
branch of the NAACP,
satonthe task force that
developed the proposal
alongside BLS head-
master Rachel Skerritt
and her predecessor,
Michael Contompasis.

Sullivan said last
Thursday that these
measures reflect con-
cerns about adminis-
tering a test during a
pandemic that dispro-
portionately disrupted
the lives and learning of
thousands of students.

The data are “clear
about the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic on

COMMUNITY COVID-19
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communities of color
and, specifically, low-in-
come communities,” Sul-
livan said. “The final
decision of the group, as
aresult, was that it was
neither fair nor feasible
to administer an exam”
for the following school
year.

The School Com-
mittee is tentatively
scheduled to vote on the
proposal on Oct. 21.

Speaking for him-
self, school commit-
tee chair Michael Locon-
todescribed the proposal
as an “elegant” adjust-
ment to the difficult cir-
cumstances of this year.

Both Loconto and Sul-
livan confirmed that,
if approved, the plan
would only apply to stu-
dent candidates for the
2021-22 academic year,
for now. But Loconto
said the task force has
asked to continue its
work into the future in
search of a permanent

dotnews.com

in Government Center
on Oct. 7, Cassellius and
Mayor Marty Walsh an-
nounced that they would
delay the wider reopen-
ing of BPS’s buildings
by at least one week, to
Thurs., Oct. 22.

But alongside par-
ent-organizer Roxann
Harvey, they also made
an impassioned plea
that in-person learning
should continue to be
available for the 3,500 or
so “high in-person priori-
ty” studentsinvited in so
far — among them, stu-
dents with disabilities
and English learners.

This article was pub-
lished by WBUR 90.9FM
on Oct. 8. The Reporter
and WBUR share con-
tent through a media
partnership.

Superintendent of
Schools Brenda Cas-
sellius, above, said she
was “extremely pleased”
with the plan as devel-
oped by a nine-member
task force this summer
— especially its mech-
anism for favoring the
city’s underserved pre-
cincts.

Jesse Costa/

WBUR photo

solution that would also
foster equity.

past.

NOTICE

The Dorchester Historical
Society 1s always looking for
photographs and high school

yearbooks from Dorchester’s

Due to the pandemic, the Society is
closed to the public at this time.

Lemuel Clap House, 199 Boston Street
James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org
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Culinary feast is on tap for Oct. 29 as
Men of Boston Cook gala goes virtual

By DANIEL SHEEHAN
REPORTER STAFF

This year’s 23rd annu-
al Men of Boston Cook
for Women’s Health,
the signature fundrais-
ing event presented by
Codman Square Health
Center, will take place
in a virtual format on
Thurs., Oct. 29, at 6 p.m.

As in past years, the
event will feature food
prepared by a host of
local eateries and served
by local chefs, elected
officials, and business
leaders, with all proceeds
going directly to wom-
en’s health services and
initiatives at the health
center.

St. Matthew’s food pantry finds new home

By DANIEL SHEEHAN
REPORTER STAFF

When Rich Green, di-
rector of the food pantry
at St. Matthew’s church,
found out in early Sep-
tember that the church
building was closing in
a matter of weeks, the
news was shocking. It
sent him scrambling
to find a new home
for the pantry, which
many members of the
surrounding community
rely upon as a source of
food each week.

Initially, the archdio-
cese of Boston had ruled
out any chance for an ex-

While the normal
in-person tasting event
is not happening, those
interested in attending
or supporting are encour-
aged to still purchase
tickets and order take-
out from participating
restaurants.

Men of Boston will
offer three ticket options
this year: a general at-
tendance ticket, open to
any member of the public
who wishes to attend
the virtual event free of
charge; a $150 dinner
ticket, which includes a
salad, entree, and des-
sert delivered to your
home; or a direct dona-
tion benefitting Codman

Square Health Center.

This year’s event will
also feature recorded
messages from US Sen.
Elizabeth Warren, Gov.
Baker, Mayor Walsh,
and others; musical per-
formances; cooking and
cocktail demonstrations;
video visits from “Celeb-
rity Chefs”; and photos
of Codman’s COVID
Care in action. Channel
5 meteorologist Mike
Wankum will again be
the emcee for the occa-
sion.

In coordination with
the event, several local
restaurants will be offer-
ing a 10 percent discount
on October 29 with the

Bishop F.J. Wilson of Greater Faith Churchin Hyde

Park, Martha Langley of Wesley Child Care and
Rev. John Ahern, pastor of St. Gregory’s, were on
hand to re-dedicate the St. Matthew Food Pantry

on Oct. 9.

Rich Green photo

@ 9pca | Virtual Public Meeting

1700-1710
Dorchester Avenue

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3db1eDH

Monday, October 26

code MENOFBOSTON,
including Chill on Park,
DW Brewpub, Lower
Mills Tavern, Shanti,
Tavolo, and Yellow Door
Taqueria.

The deadline for or-
dering a dinner ticket
is October 23. Delivery
is available within the
Route 128 circle, includ-
ing Quincy.

If you are outside this
area, please contact
Nancy Petkunas at np-
etkunas@mpwi.org for
more information. To
register, view a full
menu, and learn more
about the event, visit
codman.org/menofbos-
toncook/.

tension while a possible
move to St. Angela’s in
Mattapan fell apart due
to a lack of space.

“All our volunteers
were set to hang up
their aprons, and I felt
a responsibility to do
anything I could to keep
it open,” said Green.
What happened next,
Green said, was “a mir-
acle.Iwasoutofoptions,
and in mid-September I
just happened to knock
on the door across the
driveway from St. Mat-
thew’s rectory.”

That encounter intro-
duced Green to Martha
Langley, executive direc-
tor of Wesley Child Care,
located in the building
on Stanton Street that
was the former site of
St. Matthew’s Elemen-
tary School. Langley
told Green that a room
in the basement filled

dotnews.com

Joseph Caruso, executive chef at Ashmont Grill
and Tavolo, on the job.
Photo courtesy Codman Square Health Center

on Stanton St.

with old school desks and
furniture could serve as
a space for a food pantry.

Langley’s son, a con-
tractor, agreed to help
retrofit the space. With
a “ticking clock” due to
thousands of pounds of
refrigerated and frozen
food in the old space, a
team of volunteers filled
two dumpsters worth of
junk from the basement
and retooled the room as
a food storage facility in
the span of two weeks.
Last Friday, Oct. 9, the
food pantry officially
reopened to clients, with
Langley posing front and
center alongside Rev.
Jack Ahern at the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony.
“She salvaged this busi-
ness,” said Green. “She
had aleap of faith and al-
lowed us to continue our
mission to feed the hun-
gryout ofher basement.”

The stroke of fortune and
generosity means the St.
Matthew’s Food Pantry
can continue the mission
of Sister Mary Damian,
who founded the pantry
in the 1980s and passed
awayin May of this year.

Green said that more
than over 35 patrons at-
tended the event on Fri-
day, each of whom likely
fed up to four others at
home with food from
the pantry, for a total of
around 140 people fed.
“I'm so happy we could
continue serving the
community during this
pandemicbecause people
are so hungry, and it’s so
important to be able to
fill that need...we were
about a heartbeat away
from closing. I know not
as many people are reli-
gious these days, but I
think it was a miracle.”

AGT &P

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Meeting ID: 160 519 5561

Project Proponent:
Shipway Development, LLC

Project Description:

Shipway Development, LLC proposes to construct two four-story,
buildings that combined total approximately 49,710 square feet. One
building is a mixed-use development and one building is a
residential development. The proposed project will have a total of
thirty-six (36) housing units including five (5) IDP Units, twenty (20)
parking spaces total, and approximately 1,513 square feet of
commercial retail space.

mail to: John Campbell
Boston Planning & Development Agency Close of
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor Con.'lment
Boston, MA 02201 Period:
phone: 617.918.4282 11/6/2020
email: john.campbell@boston.gov

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

E! 617-265-3900

ANDERSON, GOLDMAN, TOBIN & PASCIUCCO, LLP

www.andersongoldman.com

Personal Injury Law e 617-265-3900

Located at Neponset Circle

Auto Accidents Premises Liability

Construction Accidents Liquor Liability
Dangerous Products Dog Bite

Medical Malpractice Criminal Defense

| Experience and Results Matter |

Sweet Life Bakery & Cafe
2243 Dorchester Ave.

We are now open for take - out
Menu available on-line

www.sweetlifelowermills.com

617.696.6510




dotnews.com

Reporter’s P =Y o) p I e

Dorchester’s Cefer-
ina Murrell has moved
from Sen. Nick Collins’
office, where she has
served as chiefof staff, to
Gov.Bakersoffice asthe
governors new deputy
director of legislative
affairs. Longtime Collins
aide Leo Stella, most
recently policy and com-
munications director,
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was promoted to succeed Fagif
her. Murrell also served
as chief of staff and com-
munications director
for Collins’ predecessor,
Sen. Linda Dorcena For-
ry. A Holy Cross gradu-
ate, Murrell was Greater
Boston field director
for Juliette Kayyem’s
campaign for governor
in 2013 and 2014.

Standish Village at Lower Mills held a food drive
for the Daniel Driscoll-Neponset Health Center
this month. Above, Amanda Mastrangelo (left)
from Daniel Driscoll-Neponset Health Center, and
Hillary Tarr (right), Director of Community Rela-
tions at Standish Village, are shown with some of
the donated items. Standish Village is an assisted
living community. Photo courtesy Sarah Georges

People walking around the Seaport on a beautiful
fall day can now experience the Boston Uncornered
Photo Project Exhibit, a series of 30 stunning, 5’x8’
black and white portraits of former gang members
and public figures. The exhibit, which was created
pro bono by PJA Advertising + Marketing in part-
nership with Boston Uncornered, Boston Seaport
by WS Development and renowned photographer
John Huet, highlights our shared humanity as we
work together to end systemic racism, gang violence
and urban poverty. The installation will be on view
from October 6-25 on Seaport Common located at
85 Northern Avenue in Boston.

(L-R) Yanni Tsipis, Senior Vice President, Devel-
opment, Seaport at WS Development; John Huet,
Photographer; Phil Johnson, Founder and CEOQO PJA
Advertising + Marketing; Ronald Hopkins, Boston
Uncornered College Readiness Advisor;InitaJones,
College Bound Dorchester Director of Operations;
Mark Culliton, Founder and CEO College Bound
Dorchester; Debra Brodsky, Director of Marketing,
Seaport at WS Development.

Pygmy hippo calf born
at the Franklm Park Zoo

MRS8K set for Nov. 14

The Martin Richard
Foundation, in partner-
ship with the Boston
Bruins Foundation, New
Balance and DMSE
Sports, will host the
third annual MR8K
virtually, providing a
live race experience
for runners to compete
on the course of their
choice. The starting gun
will sound at 9 a.m. on
Sat., Nov. 14. Runners
unable to participate
in the live event will be
able to compete and reg-
ister their time through
Sunday, Nov. 15. While
this year’s race will look
different, the virtual

)

I:_ﬁ_';ﬂ AN

race event will expand
the potential field of run-
ners even further, with
geography no longer re-
stricting runners’ ability
to participate. The event
isopentorunners, walk-
ers and para-athletes of
all abilities, as well as
families with small chil-
dren. Registrationis $40
for adults. Registration
is now open at http:/
mr8k.org/.

Cleopatra, a pygmy
hippopotamus, gave
birth to a 13-pound
male calfat Dorchester’s
Franklin Park Zoo a
week ago Monday (Oct.
5).

Itwasajoyousmoment
markingthe culmination
of years of work, careful
planning, and dedication
by the animal care and
veterinary teams. The
tiny male calfis the first
pygmy hippo born at Zoo
New England.

The mom, affectionate-
ly known as Cleo, gave
birth to stillborn calves
in 2018 and 2019 due
to prolonged labor. This
time, it all worked out.

“The calf was imme-
diately so bright, strong
and aware, and was
holdinghishead up right

thrilled by this success,”

Staff from Zoo New England cared for a newborn
baby pygmy hippo born last week at Franklin Park

00.

away. It was introduced
to Cleo soon after birth
and wasnursing within a
few hours,” said Dr. Eric
Baitchman, Zoo New
England Vice President

of Animal Health and
Conservation.

“Each new birth con-
tributes to the continued
survival of this endan-
gered species, and we are

he added.”

Pygmy hippos are na-
tive to West African
rainforests in the coun-
tries of Sierra Leone,
Guinea, the Ivory Coast,
and Liberia. The species
facesincreasing threats,
including shrinking nat-
ural habitat as the re-
sult of logging, farming,
mining, and human
settlement.

Because of theirreclu-
sive nature, the hippos
are difficult to count in
the wild. According tothe
International Union for
Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), it is estimated
that there arefewer than
2,500 individuals left in
their native habitat in
West Africa.

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE

DORCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Looking back: Parish of All Saints

All Saints’ Episcopal
Church began in 1867 as a
mission of St. Mary’s Church,
and in 1874 it became a sep-
arate parish in Dorchester’s
Lower Mills. In 1882, Col.
Oliver Peabody and his wife,
Mary Lothrop Peabody, paid
to have the chapel moved
along Dorchester Avenue
from Lower Mills to Ashmont.
The building was placed on
a lot that is now home to the
Ashmont T station. At that
time, therailroad stationwas |- = -
on the north side of Peabody [~ -
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of money. They contributed

Square, at the angle created

$80,000 toward the $115,000

by Dorchester Avenue and
Argyle Street, today’s Talbot
Avenue.

The building appears at

the left of the photograph
in its location near Peabody
Square. The detail from the
1884 atlas shows the location

of the Parish of All Saints as

well as Ashmont Station.
The Peabodys endowed

the parish with vast sums

budget needed to build, from
1892 to 1894, the new stone
church in Peabody Square at
209 Ashmont Street.

The archive of these histori-
cal posts can be viewed on the
blog at dorchesterhistorical-
society.org.
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Beacon Hill needs
to show urgency
1n eviction Crisis

As the expiration of the state’s eviction moratori-
um looms this weekend, there’s widespread anxiety
among both tenants and landlords about just how
hard the wave will crash, both personally, and for
the larger good.

Gov. Baker, though, has signaled an unwilling-
ness to extend the deadline protecting renters and
landlords. Instead, he offered up a $171 million plan
on Monday that will make monies available directly
to tenants to pay rent— and thus help landlords in
dire need of cash as well. Plus, Baker’s team reasons,
there is a federal moratorium in place through at
least December, which tenants who are eligible can
use as protection.

But the funding pitched by Baker on Monday falls
well short of the target that housing advocates have
saidisneeded. Of particular concern, the Baker plan
budgets only $65 million for the Residential Assis-
tance for Families in Transition (RAFT) program, a
key mechanism for those facing eviction. Advocates
had called for $200 million for the RAFT pot.

Dorchester’s Lew Finfer, a longtime tenant orga-
nizer who has lobbied for more relief from Beacon
Hill, said Tuesday that Baker’s plans will not meet
the need. As an alternative, he urged lawmakers to
speed up their work on an existing bill that would
keep the state moratorium in place for one year
after the state of emergency ends.

Finfer also proposes a fund that would help small
landlords get through that time span. The bill
passed a key Beacon Hill committee, but has not
yet been taken up for a vote by Democrat leaders
in the Legislature.

As we await action from the state, Mayor Walsh
rolled out more stop-gap measures from City Hall
last week, noting: “As a city, we must use the power
of what we have to provide whatever we can do to
help.”

Walsh said the city will begin accepting new
applications to the city’s Rental Relief Fund for
up to $4,000 in assistance for eligible tenants. He
also filed an ordinance with the City Council that
would force landlords trying to evict tenants to also
provide information on tenants’rights and available
resources. The city has sent out pamphlets to 46,000
households, targeting people who might be at risk.

“It tells them clearly that they don’t have to
leave their homes if they receive a notice to quit,”
Walsh said.

The real onus for finding a statewide solution
rests on Beacon Hill. By some estimates, there will
be as many as 100,000 renters and landlords who
won’t be able to pay once the moratorium is lifted,
effective Oct. 19.

Baker sounds open to the idea that his current
plan might not be sufficient. “If it turns out it’s
more than we need, that’s great. If it turns out it’s
less than we need, we'll figure it out,” Baker said,
according to the State House News Service.

The situation is a recipe for high anxiety and a
halting recovery. Massachusetts should not let its
most vulnerable residents — including many people
who own property and don’t want to displace people
in the middle of a crisis— dangle with uncertainty
right now.

The better course would be to adopt the more
aggressive plan moving through the Legislature.
Amid a deadly virus and national election crisis
that still lurches to and fro, we should give people
in this Commonwealth at least one sure-footed path
forward into economic stability and recoveryin 2021.

—Bill Forry

The Reporter

“The News & Values Around the Neighborhood”
A publication of Boston Neighborhood News Inc.

150 Mt. Vernon St., Dorchester, MA 02125
Worldwide at dotnews.com
Mary Casey Forry, Publisher (1983-2004)
William P. Forry, Publisher/Editor
Edward W. Forry, Associate Publisher
Thomas F. Mulvoy, Jr., Associate Editor
Barbara Langis, Production Manager
Jack Conboy, Advertising Manager
Maureen Forry-Sorrell, Advertising Sales
News Room Phone: 617-436-1222, ext. 17
Advertising: 617-436-1222 x14  E-mail: newseditor@dotnews.com
The Reporter is not liable for errors appearing in
advertisements beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error.
The right is reserved by The Reporter to edit, reject, or cut any copy without notice.
Member: Dorchester Board of Trade, Mattapan Board of Trade
Next Issue: Thursday, October 22, 2020
Next week’s Deadline: Monday, October 19 at 4 p.m.
Published weekly on Thursday mornings
All contents © Copyright 2020 Boston Neighborhood News, Inc.

THE REPORTER

October 15, 2020

dotnews.com

We must help those on ‘Methadone Mile’

By FrRANK BAKER

There is a very alarming trend growing in Boston.
We have the famous “Methadone Mile” in our city
and the conditions in this area — known as “Mass
and Cass” — are worsening.

As a lifelong resident of this amazing city, I find
myself saddened. The conditions in this area are
terrible, but at the same time, I find myself moti-
vated and driven to help fix this before it turns into
the same situation affecting some West Coast cities.

For years, “Mass and Cass” has been home to a
great deal of vagrancy and drug use — and residents
there say it has only gotten worse, leading to recent
protests over the continued devolution in the area
and our own legislative inaction.

To enact the right solution, we have to open our
eyestothefactthissituation was polluting our streets
and endangering our children well before anyone on
the “Methadone Mile” knew what Covid was.

As more people are coming in, there are, however,
fewer people seeking treatment; they are, instead,
seeking a safe harbor for their addiction. This goes
beyond just drugs and addiction. This situation is
not due to Covid, but it has in some way been exac-
erbated by it. We can blame a lot on the coronavirus:
There are more people out of work and more people
out on the street.

So, what do we do?

Mayor Walsh believes the situation at “Mass and
Cass” is one of the biggest challenges the city faces.
I agree with him. We have acted, but we need to do
more. We have a dedicated “Mass and Cass” working
group that has taken substantive steps to provide

mobile bathrooms and cleanup crews around the
area. We need to implement a command center to
respond more quickly and efficiently to the needs
and concerns of the people on the street and to the
peoplelivingin the nearby neighborhoods threatened
by the sprawl of the problem.

We need a more robust Section 35 program and
we need to educate as many people as possible about
the availability of these programs and resources. If
we utilize civil holds and get courts involved in this
process, we can complement the hard-working re-
covery coaches out there trying to help these people
get treatment.

We have approximately 1,000 units of homeless
housing in the pipeline, but we cannot just house the
people in them. Taking the problem out of our sight
and tucking it into subsidized housing will not fix
the problem. It will not deliver the help that people
need the most.

We need real recovery campuses, like the ones
Mayor Walsh has been pushing for on Long Island
and at the Shattuck site. Long Island had been used
as a home for people who were homeless or battling
addiction, but the mayor is meeting resistance at
every step in his effort to bring this type of resource
back into the fold.

In an environment where Covid-19is still afflicting
the very highest levels of our government, we need
actions and legislation that make things better...
not worse. Our future depends on it.

Frank Baker represents District 3 on the Boston
City Council.

A historian on why history matters

Boston College history professor Heather Cox
Richardson, who writes a daily online newsletter
titled “Letters from an American,” felt obliged this
Columbus Day week to say something the role of the
historian in society.

“Historians are not denigrating the nation when
they uncover sordid parts of our past. Historians
study how and why societies change. As we dig
into the past we see patterns that never entirely
foreshadow the present, but that give usideas about
how people have dealt with circumstances in the
past that look similar to circumstances today. With
luck, seeing those patterns will help us make better
decisions about our own lives, our communities,
and our nation in the present. As they say, history
doesn’t repeat itself, but it often rhymes.

“If we are going to get an accurate picture of
how a society works, historians must examine it
honestly. That means seeing the bad as well as
the good, because, after all, any human society is
going to have both. Sometimes good human actions
change society; sometimes bad ones do. George
Washington’s heroic refusal to be a king is no truer
than his enslavement of other human beings, and
both changed our nation in ways that we need to
understand if we are to make good decisions about

Letters to the Editor

how to take care of our own society.

“History, though, is different than commemora-
tion. History is about what happened in the past
while commemoration is about the present. We put
up statues and celebrate holidays to honor figures
from the past who embody some quality we admire.
But as society changes, the qualities we care about
shift. In the 1920s, Columbus mattered to Amer-
icans who opposed the Ku Klux Klan because he
represented a multicultural society. Now, though,
he represents the devastation of America’s indig-
enous people at the hands of European colonists
who brought to North America and South America
germs and a fever for gold and God. It is not “radical
activism” to want to commemorate a different set
of values than we held in the 1920s.

“What is radical activism, though, is the attempt
to skew history to serve a modern-day political
narrative. Rejecting an honest account of the past
makes it impossible to see accurate patterns. The
lessons we learn about how society changes will be
false, and the decisions we make based on those false
patterns will not be grounded in reality.

“And a nation grounded in fiction, rather than
reality, cannot function.”

- TOM MULVOY

An unfair take on Ashmont-Adams civic

To the Editor:

A recent editorial in the Dorchester Reporter
stated that “the knee-jerk NIMBYism afoot at the
Ashmont-Adams meeting” concerning a proposed
cannabis retail store in Adams Village “carried
shades of earlier iterations of opposition in and
around Adams Village.” The writer was reaching
back some 25 years to controversies in the 1990s
that were instigated largely by residents outside
the Ashmont-Adams neighborhood. Not only was
the editorial’s accusation unfair and premature, it
was offensive to residents of Ashmont Adams and
its civic association, which hosted the meeting.

The Ashmont Adams Neighborhood Association
takes pride in its 20-year history of presenting in-
formation on proposals of interest to our members.
From streetlights to major real estate developments
to social events, we look at issues, large and small,
that may have an impact on our quality of life.

This was an informational meeting. For most in
attendance, it was the first they had heard of the
proposal from CNA Stores Inc. to open a cannabis
dispensary and many expressed dismay at that
fact. As is often the case when people feel left out
or overlooked, their voices were loud in asserting
their opposition. We considered it only fair to let
them express their views and there is no argument
that the opponents dominated the dialogue before
the sunset forced our meeting to adjourn. However,
the views and opinions of those few should not be
taken as the consensus of the entire neighborhood.

It is much too early in the process for most people
to take a position on the proposal. The editorial im-
plied that people with closed minds had closed the
door. Thatis aninsulting and premature conclusion.

The thoughtful people of Ashmont Adams are open

to new ideas and are weighing the proposal with

care. Please give them credit for taking the time and

interest to review such projects with consideration
for all points of view. That is not NYMBYism.

Respectfully yours,

Ashmont Adams Neighborhood Association

Cindie Faddan, president

Maribeth Diener, vice president

Gail Ravgiala, secretary

Mary Kelly, treasurer

Push-back on cannabis

shop is a merited action

To the Editor:

Regarding the editorial “NIMBYs should be chal-
lenged”: Hardly an accurate observation as school
children gather at College Hype for uniforms or
club gear, as seniors gather for tea and a scone at
Green Hills side by side at a cannabis shop with an
armed guard and 24-hour surveillance cameras. Do
as they have done in Brookline. Put this proposed
shop in a non-residential neighborhood. Maybe
Morrissey Blvd?

The attendees at the Ashmont Adams Neighbor-
hood were thoughtful and gave their opinions and
alternativeideas for Mr. DeFazio. Pitting neighbor-
hood associations against one anotheris so 2020 and
the Dorchester Reporter fuels the ongoing dead-end
partisan fire that is destroying our country.

Brianne Fitzgerald RN, NP, MPH
Van Winkle Street
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Our polarized country needs changes
in the way our elections are conducted

By BiLL WaLczak
REPORTER COLUMNIST

These are scary times. One thing
that the 2020 election season has
determined is that our “democracy”
is a mess. Voting has been called
into question by the president, who
also says that he won’t necessarily
step down if he loses. Many states
seem to see success as limiting the
number of people who can vote. Fewer
and fewer congressional districts are
competitive due to gerrymandering,
leading to a polarization of the two
major political parties that is broadly
felt among Americans.

A poll cited by USA Today indicates
that nearly half of Americans (47
percent) do not expect the election to
“be fair and honest.” More than half
say that they expect they won’t “gen-
erally agree on whois thelegitimately
elected president,” and 56 percent said
that they expect to see “an increase
in violence as a result of the election.”

Many blame social media and the in-
fluence of money in politics, but these
aremere symptoms of the disease. The
United States has fundamental flaws
inhow elections are constituted. Let’s
be clear: The United States is not a
democracy. When President Trump
said at the beginning of the recent
presidential debate in answer to a
question on choosing a jurist for the
Supreme Court that “I tell you very
simply that we won the election, elec-
tions have consequences, we have the
Senate, we have the White House,” he
was not talking about the ballots cast
by the people of the United States, who
cast 3,000,000 more votes for Hillary

Clinton than for him.

He was talking about the Elec-
toral College, a group of 538 people
representing the 50 states, of whom
304 voted for Trump. The Electoral
College was established by the 1787
Constitutional Convention to give
more power to states than people in
the election of the president as a way
to ensure that southern slave states
would support the Constitution.

The US Senate is alsoundemocratic
in its elections. Democratic candi-
dates together outpoll Republicans
by millions of votes in the aggregate.
Pundits dispute how many millions of
votes, as California has had general
elections for the US Senate that did
not have Republican candidates®,
but even without California, there
are millions more votes for the Dem-
ocraticcandidates. Inthe 2018 Senate
elections, Democrats lost two seats
despite outpolling Republicans by at
least six million votes.

So Democrats have reasons to be
angry. A Senate and a president,
“elected” by a minority of voters, has
moved the country in a radical direc-
tion. Republicans are angry because
they perceive that the election may be
rigged by the deep state, the media,
and/or mail-in ballots.

If our country is to survive in a less
polarized milieu, we need to make
changes. A good starting point would
be to take a look at the recommen-
dations by the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences Commission on the
Practice of Democratic Citizenship.
The Academy spent thelasttwo years
working with a national group of ex-

GET A JOB IN A RAPIDLY GROWING FIELD

-

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT ONLINE CLASSES START OCTOBER 19

Computer Technology Support
6-9 PM, Monday-Friday
10/19/20 - 1/25/21, Non-Credit Program

Join a growing field of IT experts who
are equipped to handle the technical
issues facing modern businesses

and organizations. According to the
United States Department of Labor's
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the
continued adoption of cloud computing
by both large and small businesses,
and an increasing use of IT services
in healthcare settings is expected to
increase demand for these workers.

CompTIA Security+® Exam Prep
6-9 PM, Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10/19/20 - 2/26/21, Non-Credit Program

CompTIA Security+® is an essential
Information Technology (IT) certification
for starting your career in cybersecurity.
As an entry-level credential, Security+ is
frequently one of the first certifications
obtained by aspiring IT security
professionals. Security analyst skills are
in high demand, and cybersecurity is a
fast-growing industry.

Questions? Contact Kate Lopci at klopci@quincycollege.edu

PREPARE FOR YOUR NURSING PROGRAM APPLICATION

617-984-1710 | ADMISSIONS@QUINCYCOLLEGE.EDU

Sign up for your TEAS Test Prep,
Starting October 20

Passing the TEAS exam is a key
component of applying and being
accepted into nursing and allied health
programs. Take our TEAS exam prep
courses designed to prepare you in all
four subject areas: English, Reading,
Math, and Science.

Questions? Contact Lindsay Peckham
at Ipeckham@quincycollege.edu
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perts and conducted many “listening
sessions” with people around the coun-
try to come up with an analysis of the
problems with our electoral processes,
and possible solutions. I will give a
short summary, but you can read the
entire report at amacad.org/ourcom-
monpurpose/recommendations.

They are:

¢ Enlarge the House of Representa-
tives and make larger districts with
multiple representatives per district.
Congressional representatives used
to grow in number with increased
population until that was stopped by
Congress in 1929. Repealing this law
would allow the Congress to expand,
creating greater opportunity for more
people to know their congressional
representatives. Repealinga 1967 law
would allow multiple representatives
in larger districts.

¢ Establish ranked-choice voting in
all federal elections as a way to force
winning candidates to appeal to a
broader population.

¢ Establish independent citizen-re-
districting commissions to draw
congressional districts, eliminating
gerrymandered districts, such as in
North Carolina, where Republicans
won the congressional popular vote
by two percent but won ten of the
state’s 13 seats.

¢ Amend the Constitution to au-
thorize the regulation of election
contributions, and pass campaign
finance disclosure laws so that there
is transparency in all political dona-
tions.

¢ Pass clean election laws that en-
hance the power of small donations,

All
of US

RESEARCH PROGRAM

e

Bill Walczak
Something has to give

such as democracy vouchers and
public matching donations.

¢ Establish 18-year terms for Su-
preme Court justices in staggered
fashion.

All but the constitutional amend-
ment for regulating election contri-
butions can be done by the Congress
and/or state legislatures. All we
need is to elect people who have the
political will.

*California primary elections place
all candidates from all parties on one
ballot, with the two highest vote get-
ters advancing to the final election.
Both final candidates for the US
Senatein 2018 were Democrats, there-
fore both candidates’ votes would be
considered Democratic votes, greatly
increasing the aggregate Democratic
vote. As aresult, California’s Senate
votes were removed from the total
vote count.

Bill Walczak lives in Dorchester
and is a columnist for the Reporter.
He is the co-founder and past presi-
dent/CEO of Codman Square Health
Center.

-
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Electric power seen as key boost for Fairmount

(Continued from page 1)

carves through Hyde Park,
Mattapan, and Dorchester on
its route between Readville
and South Station.

It is the latest push in a
decades-long campaign from
advocates who say the com-
muter rail should be convert-
ed into a subway line, with
frequency similar to the Red
and Orange lines. The MBTA
this year launched a pilot
plan to improve service on the
Fairmount Line — eight addi-
tional weekday trips, bringing
service up to 24 trips per
weekday. But advocates say a
far more dramatic and costly
shift is needed— a sentiment
amplified in this new report.

Electrifying the rail corri-
dor and buying new electric
vehicles toreplace the current
fleet of diesel-powered locomo-
tives would save commuters
valuable time and improve
air quality, the report argues.
Changing the power source
is the key plank of the Fair-
mount section of the report,
along with buying new “rolling
stock” cars or Electric Multiple
Unit (EMUs) and adding high
level platforms at all stations.
The report lays out more than
$2.6 billion in investments
regionally over the next de-
cade, including hundreds of
millions for the Fairmount
Line specifically.

“A lot of the stuff that we're
pushing for on the Fairmount
line are things that advocates
on that corridor have been
pushing for a long time,” said
Jarred Johnson, executive
director of TransitMatters,
during a virtual meeting to dis-
cuss the reportlast Thursday.
“We'rereally excited tobe here
and be echoing the work that
has already been happening.”

In addition to electrifying
the rail line in three segments
over the next six years, the
report calls for the installa-
tion of high-level platforms
at Fairmount and Readville

Electrifying the Fairmount Line will “save commuters valuable time and improve air quality,”

argues a new report by advocacy group Transit Matters.

stations by 2026. It also en-
visions major infrastructure
fixes to relieve bottlenecks,
free transfers, and lower fares
overall.

Johnson said that the over-
haul would also aid the region’s
economic recovery from the
pandemic. “Wehad a transpor-
tation crisis before Covid-19,
but now the pandemic has
exacerbated a lot of existing
inequities and brought in new
ones,” hesaid, citing adecrease
in commuter rail ridership
system wide.

“Service has decreased to
7 percent at peak a.m. rush
hour, and the all-day average
is around 11 percent. The bus
service is trying to cope with
both the rising number of peo-
ple coming back but also trying
tokeep distancingin effect and
keep crowding low,” he said.

“The only sort of silver lining
from these terrible numbersis
that it emphasizes the point
that we’ve thought for a long
time— which is that the com-
muter rail, as a model, is not
very sustainable and is some-
what obsolete,” he added. “It’s

avery expensive system thatis
designed for a relatively small
band of workers and then even
within that, really limiting as
far as the hours they’re able
to travel.”

Ethan Finlan, a planner who
works for TransitMatters, said
the Fairmount Line, “along
with the line from Brock-
ton to Middleborough, has
maintained most of its riders
throughout the pandemic.
Whereas thelinesthat entirely
rely on suburban commuters
have not done well, the Fair-
mount, contrary to what we’ve
heard for years from skeptics
—that it would never maintain
ridership —in fact it has really
been an asset throughout this
time,” he said.

Finlan argued that adding
overhead electrification along
the line would speed up the
modernization plans and was
“essential” to meeting the
state’s goal of zero emissions
by 2050.

“Not only by making the rail
lines more environmentally
sound but also by improving
reliability and speed, it can

lead to a shift away from sin-
gle occupancy vehicles that
cause pollution along I-93 that
permeates into Dorchester,”
Finlan said.

Fareequityisalsodiscussed
at length in the report.

“The whole line should really
be in the same fare zone as
the subway, and Readville is
about equidistance to Brain-
tree which is in Zone 1A,” said
Finlan. “There’snoreason why
riders should have to pay up
to $5 more to get anywhere on
the corridor.”

Johnson said the group hopes
to get a firm commitment from
the Baker administration, the
MBTA, and state legislators to
move improvements forward.

“We've gotten the board to
commit to modernization, but
we haven’t necessarily gotten
the Secretary [of Transpor-
tation Stephanie Pollack] or
the State House,” he said.
“We really need to have a firm
commitment there in terms of
a bond bill being passed and a
clear planlaid out for how we’re
going to get there.”

He added: “The next thing

dotnews.com

we’ve got to do is almost im-
mediately start the process
of buying these new trains
because unfortunately these
procurements take three to
four years,and we need to start
that process now.”

State Rep. Liz Miranda said
that a lot of the concerns she’s
heard from constituents arere-
flected in the report’s findings.

“We've all been committed
to pushing the T, and if this is
another thing we could get an
early win on, I'm committing
to help fight for that,” she said.

Sue Sullivan, executive
director of the Newmarket
Business Association, backed
the report’s finding that many
essential employees are using
the Fairmount Line— and
havebeen doing so throughout
the pandemic.

“Newmarket never closed
throughthe pandemicand most
of our businesses have been
working straight through,” she
said. “And so we've had a lot
of our workers continuing to
ride it, and 52 percent of our
employees come from within a
few miles of where they work.
A lot of them are along the
Fairmount Line.”

As the meeting wrapped up,
Johnson said working toward
the goals outlined in the report
would be “an all-hands-on-deck
thing”— arming neighborhood
activists with information to
“pushback on some ofthe argu-
ments like: ‘Oh, the ridership
is too low.”

He doesn’t buy that, he said.
“It’s having those things so
when people are talking to
the media or elected officials
they can really say ‘Isn’t the
fact that the Fairmount corri-
dor has some of the worst air
quality in the city enough to
justify the fact that we should
electrify? Thereportishereto
underscore a lot of the points
that folks sometimes use to
throw at why we shouldn’t
transform the Fairmount
Line.”

Morgan Chase Bank to fund $5m for Fairmount corridor jobs

By MicHAEL P. NoRTON
StaTE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

A Boston-based col-
laborative has snagged

a $5 million award from

JPMorgan Chase to cre-

ate affordable housing

in Dorchester, Roxbury,
and Mattapan and alsoto
train and connect atleast
500 Black and Latinx
residents with full-time
jobs in the health care,
technology, and biotech
industries.

The funds stem from

the company’s Advanc-
ingCities Challenge,
which drew more than
150 proposals from 79
communities across 35
states. Only seven cities
won awards, which the
bank says are part of its
$500 million, five-year

initiative to advance an
“inclusive recovery” and
economic opportunities
in cities.

Boston Medical Center
(BMC) is the lead entity
in the eight-organiza-
tion Boston Opportunity
System Collaborative.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS INVITES YOU TO
MATTAPAN COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER'S

ANNUAL MEETING
OCTOBER 21, 2020
6:30 PM TO 7:30 PM

VIRTUAL INVITE AT

Go to: http://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 940 5358 7556

The Public is Welcome

oo

1575 Blue Hill Avenue e Mattapan, MA 02126 e (617) 296-0061

The collaborative “can
bring new vitality to
neighborhoods that have
suffered through gener-
ations of inequity and
disinvestment,” said
BMC Presidentand CEO
Kate Walsh.

“At Boston Medical
Center, we see the con-
sequences of unstable
housing and a lack of
economic opportunity
reflected in the health
of our patients on a daily
basis,” Walsh said. “The
Covid-19 pandemic is
only making these dis-
parities worse.”

According to JPMor-
gan Chase, the collabora-
tive over three years will
train 1,100 individuals
with plans to place at
least 500 in full-time
jobs, while also creating
100 affordable housing
units and preserving
another 150 affordable
units. Housing construc-
tion and rehabilitation
is expected to begin in
2021.

The other collabora-
tive partners are Bos-
ton Children’s Hospital,
Brigham and Women’s
Hospital, and Health
Resources in Action,

teaming up with the City
of Boston and four com-
munity partners - the
Dudley Street Neighbor-
hood Initiative, BlueHub
Loan Fund, Action for
Equity, and Jewish Vo-
cational Services.

“Safe, affordable
housing and access to
well-paying jobs are
foundational to thriving
communities, yet both
are out of reach for many
Bostonians,” said Peter
Scher, head of corporate
responsibility at JPMor-
gan Chase, who predict-
ed the collaborative will
make a difference in the
underserved communi-
ties.

“I'm proud Boston is
one of the cities being
recognized as we work to
champion equity across
our neighborhoods,” said
Boston Mayor Marty
Walsh. “The BOS Col-
laborative receiving this
grant from JPMorgan
Chase will support the
City’s work in advanc-
ing opportunities and
creating resources for
those who live and work
along the Fairmount
Corridor.”
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Walsh: ‘I endorse’ each of BPD task force’s recommendations

By KaTiE TROJANO
REPORTER STAFF

Mayor Martin Walsh on Tuesday
embraced a punch-list of “bold and
comprehensive” policies intended to
reform the Boston Police Department.
Standing alongside members of a
task force he appointed last summer,
Walsh pledged toimplement their plan
quickly.

“T accept and endorse each of these
principles and today I can announce
that T will use every tool at my dis-
posal to make this a reality,” said the
mayor. “In the coming weeks I will
take the necessary actions to create
the office of police accountability and
transparency that will house a civilian
review board with subpoena powers to

conductinvestigations and aninternal
affairs oversight panel that builds on
and strengthens the existing co-op
board.”

Led by former US Attorney Wayne
Budd, the task force was charged with
reviewing current BPD policies and
procedures. They focused on Use of
Force policies; Implicit Bias Training;
the Body-worn Camera Program; and
the Community Ombudsman Over-
sight Panel (CO-OP), which has been
the subject of scrutiny for years.

“There may be some who say we went
too far with our recommendations, oth-
ers who say we didn’t go far enough,”
said Budd. “In my view, however, we
have more than met expectations and
have no doubt that our work will prove

Locally owned,
locally focused.

to be of great value to the mayor, the
citizens of the city of Boston, and per-
haps the communities well beyond.”

The task force called for the creation
of an independent Office of Police
Accountability and Transparency
(“OPAT”), with full investigatory and
subpoena powers and an independent
diversity and inclusion unit. It also told
Walsh he should expand the body-worn
camera program and a continue an
existing ban of biometrics and facial
recognition software. The task force
calls for implementation no later than
80 days.

Walsh said that his administration is
in the process of creating a job posting
for Administrator of the Office of Police
Accountability and Transparency, and

that he will “immediately direct Chief
of Equity Dr. Karilyn Crockett and a
cross cabinet team ofleaders to support
the BPD in creating the diversity and
inclusion unit.”

Walsh added that on Monday he will
file a home rule petition with the City
Council and ultimately with the Legis-
lature to amend the civil service rules
that govern police department hirings.

“This position will establish a pref-
erence for graduates of Boston Public
Schools, METCO, or any schools in
the Boston Compact, which includes
charter and parochial schools,” he said.

This will build on the success of our
police cadet program by developing a
new pipeline for diverse Boston resi-
dents into law enforcement careers.”
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Cummins

BY REPORTER STAFF

A city pilot project
aimed at making Cum-
mins Highway safer by
reducing the number of
lanes from four to two
and adding dedicated
bicycle paths will be
extended from Wood
Avenue in Mattapan to
American Legion High-
way in Roslindale by the
end of the month. The
move comes as the city
looks at more permanent
changes along the thor-
oughfare, according to a
city official in charge of
the project.

In a video presen-
tation posted on Oct.
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safety measures to include more bike lanes
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A city of Boston graphic shows the scope of an
existing Cummins Highway public safety project.
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8, Cummins Highway
project manager Jeffrey
Alexis said the city hopes
to begin construction
next year on permanent
changes to the road, in-

¢ cluding the elimination

of the median strip, the
installation of perma-
nent bike lanes, wider
sidewalks, intersection
bump outs, better bus
stops, new traffic signals,
and better signal timing.

The ultimate goal is
to reduce both crashes
and the severity of the
ones that still happen
by slowing traffic along
the roadway and by
providing bicyclists and

pedestrians - always
the most vulnerable in
crashes - safer ways to
travel along and across
the road. The highway
is currently in the top
3 percent of all Boston
roads for crashes, Alexis
said.

He added that by
month’s end, workers
will begin replacing the
construction-style barri-
ers erected earlier this
year with flex-posts and
markings that should
make the road less con-
fusing for motorists.
Also, the Boston Traf-
fic Division (BTD) and
police will begin issu-
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ing warnings —but not
tickets — to motorists
who use the bike lanes
for parking. And a pub-
lic-works crew will pa-
trol the area to remove
trash and debris from
the lanes.

Alexis said data col-
lected during the pilot
to date showed that
narrowing Cummins has
slowed traffic. Average
speeds are down 14
percent between Wood
and Brockton, but up 6
percent on the stretches
outside the pilot area, al-
though he added there’s
still asignificant number
of people exceeding 30
mph when the official
speed limit is 25 mph.
Even with the slowdown,
it now only takes about
30 seconds longer to
get between Wood and
Brockton, he said.

But the 11 crashes
between July 24 and
Sept. 20 - two involving
pedestrians - show the
city still has more work
to make the road safer
long term. He added
that comparisons be-
tween a pilot run during
a pandemic and earlier
years is valid, because
total traffic volumes on
the road have dropped
only about 15 percent
from pre-Covid-19 days,
which he said is not
statistically significant
for traffic-planning pur-
poses.

Alexis acknowledged
concerns from residents
that few bicyclists seem
to be using the new bike
lanes, but said that’s
typical for new bike lanes
usage. He predicted it
will pick up once the
lanes are made more
permanent, and once
bicyclists realize that
the debris now being
dumped in the lanes will
be picked up.

Schedule for:

Passcode: 617201

Passcode: 617201

Attention: Community Meeting

Boston Urban Dispensary LLC is hosting
a virtual* Community Outreach Meeting
for a Retail Cannabis license.

Date: Thursday, October 29th, 2020
Time: 06:30 PM Eastern Time

Online: bit.ly/Budcares365

Meeting ID: 87204325581

Call in: +1 (646) 876-9923
Meeting ID: 87204325581

(This meeting is hosted online via ZOOM
for COVID-19 safety accommodations)

The proposed location address:
1114-1118 Blue Hill Avenue
Dorchester MA 02124
The public is encouraged to ask questions.

If you have any questions about this meeting or

have comments about the proposal, feel free to

contact: Boston Urban Dispensary at:
BUDcares365@gmail.com

distributed this flyer.

Please note, the City of Boston does not represent the own-
er(s)/developer(s)/attorney(s) The purpose of this meeting
is to get community input and listen to the community’s
positions on this proposal. The proponents of the project
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By SnannoN DooLiNG

WBUR REPORTER

CongresswomanAyan-
na Pressley is asking US
Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE)
for more information
about an incident last
Tuesday afternoon (Oct.
6) involving a Black man
who was stopped by ICE
officers while jogging in
West Roxbury.

Bena Apreala, a Bos-
ton native, said he was
jogging on VFW Park-
way when two SUVs
with tinted windows
approached, one block-
ing the sidewalk in front
of him and the other
pulling up next to him
along the street. He
said the officers did not
identify themselves as
law enforcement before
questioning him about
his identity.

“These guys just
hopped out in full cam-
ouflage uniforms with
masks over their faces,
and stopped me, and
told me to immediately
identify [myself],” he
said. “I was confused as
to whether or not they
were even legitimate
authority.”

“When I saw the badge
and asked them if they
were ICE officers, and
theysaid yes, Iexplained
that I wasn’t an im-
migrant, I'm born and
raised in Boston, and
that I have no idea what
they’re stopping me for.

October 15, 2020

THE REPORTER
Pols want answers about ICE’s unlawful’ stop of a Black jogger

Guy with walkie-talkie and two associates, from the jogger's video.
ICE officers are shown in images captured by a jogger, who was approached
by the men last Tuesday while he jogged in his neighborhood.

Image courtesy Universal Hub

They said that immigra-
tion isn’t the only thing
that theyinvestigate and
proceeded to question
me,” Apreala said.
ABoston police spokes-
man said the officers “are
not members of BPD.”
Apreala said he was
not carrying identifica-
tion while running but
he did provide the men
with his full name and
address. “There was a
number of families walk-
ing down the street, peo-
ple who were not Black,
and they singled me out
to stop me,” he added.
Intheletter addressed
to Tony Pham, ICE se-
nior official performing
the duties of director,
Pressley expressed her
concerns over what she
callsthe Trump adminis-
tration’s efforts to terror-
ize immigrants and im-
plement its “xenophobic
agenda.” Pressley says

i Adam Gaftn A £lad

‘3_ Matt o'Mulhy 8

GptatTOMallny

Just finished up a great run around our neighborhood.

9047 AM - Oct 12, 3020 « Tiwitt

& far iPhons

City Councillor Matt O’Malley posted a photo on
Oct.12showing him and Bena Apreala, a Bostonian
who was accosted by ICE officers while jogging last
week in West Roxbury, which O’Malley represents

on the City Council.

Photo courtesy Twitter/Councillor O’Malley’s office

theunlawful questioning
of Bena Apreala is the
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281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester

latest troubling example
of Trump’s approach.

“This incident has un-
derstandably left many
in our community fear-
ful of a potential uptick
in ICE presence and
a possible increase in
ICE agents’enforcement
activities in unmarked
vehicles,” she wrote in
theletter. “Mr. Apreala’s
encounter also raises
serious questions about
whether ICE officers are
using enforcement inves-
tigations to engage in
racial profiling and stop
and frisk policing in our
communities.”

Citing the deploy-
ment of federal US
Customs and Border
Protection tactical teams
into cities like Boston,
Pressley called Trump’s
actions a pattern of “es-
calated hostilities tar-
geting cities throughout
the country who uphold
the safety and humanity
of our immigrant neigh-
bors.”

After confirmingitwas
indeed ICE officers who
stopped Apreala, the
ICE Enforcement and
Removal Operations of-
ficereleased a statement
on Oct. 7, saying the
officers believed Apreala
matched the description
of a previously deported
Haitian national who
ICE says is wanted on
criminal drug trafficking
charges.

The ICE statement did
dispute one part of Apre-
ala’s version of events,
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claiming the officers
did identify themselves
when they approached
him.

US Senators Ed Mar-
key and Elizabeth War-
ren, along with US rep-
resentatives Stephen
Lynch and Pressley, sent
a separate letter to ICE
leadership expressing
concerns over the le-
gality of ICE’s actions
in West Roxbury and
asking for more details
about ICE’s interaction
with Apreala, and data
on ICE stops in the Bos-
ton area, by Oct. 15.

Apreala said he plans
tofile aformal complaint
with US Immigration
and Customs Enforce-
ment.

Boston City Councillor
Matt O’Malley, who rep-
resents West Roxbury,
called the stop “unlaw-
ful” and said he would
address the issue with
federal representatives.

As Apreala was walk-
ing away, one of the men
is heard on the video
asking him whether he
has tattoos on his arms,
requesting that Apreala
roll up his sleeves. “Am I
free to go?” he asked. “Do
Thavetoshowyou? If 'm
free to go, then I'm not
showing you anything.”

This story was first
published by WBUR
90.9FM on Oct. 7. The
Reporter and WBUR
share content through a
media partnership.
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(Continued from page 1)
in October, the result
of months of discussion
involving the school
district, the state attor-
ney general’s office, and
Augusta Musico, owner
of All My World Travel,
the Boston agency that
booked the trip.

When Musico filed a
group insurance claim
on behalf of the families
with Halsbury Travel,
the agency based in the
United Kingdom that
she partnered with to
book the trip, Halsbury
denied the claim.

Carolina Monegro De
Bent, Mya’s mother,
then filed a complaint
with Attorney General
Maura Healey’s office in
an effort torecover some
of their money.

“Even if we can’t get
anything back from the
international portion,
Ms. Musico should be
held liable,” said Bent.
“It’s her travel agency
that the school went
through.”

According to the Sec-
retary of State’s corpo-
rate database, Musico
dissolved her East Bos-
ton-based travel com-
pany on Sept. 8. She
also hired an attorney,
Jeffrey Ment, a man-
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O’Bryant students lose on two counts:

A trip to Europe, and inadequate refunds

aging partner at Ment
Law Group, to help her
negotiate with Halsbury
Travel.

“From what we know,
the insurance company
is taking the position
that for a few reasons
they don’t have to cover
the claim,” Ment ex-
plained in a phone call
with the Reporter.

“First, they claim that
they only provide in-
surance for residents
of the United Kingdom.
Second, they claim that
they don’t cover claims
for trips that were can-
celled for disinclination
to travel at a time when
the world hadn’t com-
pletely shut down yet.
So, it seems to have to
do with the timing of
the cancellation, and the
decision by the school
district to cancel the trip
rather than have the
travel company cancel
it.”

In an interview last
week with the Report-
er, Musico said: “I tried
everything to get the
refund from my corre-
spondent in England,
Halsbury Travel. Also,
my lawyer tried to get
all of the refunds from
airline companies, ho-
tels, etc. But I didn’t
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have success because
they don’t want to give
me the refund. I gave
the students and the
families what I had in
my pockets and then I
closed everything be-
cause I don’t have any
more money. What more
can I do?

“I'm really sorry, I'm
so frustrated, and I've
suffered too much,” said
Musico, who says she is
now on unemployment.
“I closed everything
because I don’t have
any more money. Now
we are trying to speak
with the mayor to try
to help them. ButIcan’t
do anything more,” said
Musico, sounding dis-
tressed.

Sally Johnson, whose
daughter also signed up
for the trip, paid the full
cost, something most
of the other families
weren’t able to do.

“The biggest thing for
me is that this is not a
school of rich kids,” said
Johnson. “A lot of them
saved themselves and
worked their own jobs
to get the money and
buytheinsurance. From
my perspective, we were
working with a travel
agent based in Boston.
I don’t know what the
technicality is there
that they’'ve managed
to work out. It’s just so
unfortunate that every-
thing went wrong.”

Robert Carr, the fa-
ther of an 11th grader,
said that the insurance
policy secured for the
trip “had so many differ-
ent holes in it, basically

October 15, 2020

absolving them from
any potential trip can-
cellation, that it wasn’t
even worth the $40 that
we paid for it.” At this
point, he said, the only
option the families may
have to recoup funds
from Halsbury would
be to individually hire
attorneys in the United
Kingdom.

Meanwhile, Johnson
has taken up the task
of drafting a GoFund-
Me page, which cannot
be associated with the
O’Bryant School for
legal reasons and has
not gone live yet, in the
hopes of raising money
to help students and
families regain some of
what they have lost.

“If there is some mon-
ey in a fund somewhere
that’s meant to help out
underprivileged kids,
this would be one of
many good ways to
use that money,” said
Carr. “That’s really not
something that anybody
has the financial capa-
bility or will to do and
at this point it looks to
melike the avenue we go
iseithermedia attention
that lights a fire under
the mayor’s office or we
do a GoFundMe Cam-
paign and try to raise
money from donors.”

He added: “Moving
forward, if BPS does
decide to run anymore
trips, every trip should
be bonded and insured
at a million dollars to
ensure that this never
happens again.”

When asked about the
cancellation and the re-

dotnews.com

The John D. O’'Bryant School of Mathematics and
Science on Malcolm X Boulevard in Roxbury.

sulting issues, a spokes-
person for the Boston
Public Schools said the
department “has been
exploring various ways
in which these families
might recover some or
all of the expenses.
“We are also work-
ing to create a more
centralized process for
reviewing and vetting
travel providers for
future domestic and
international trips,” the
spokesperson said.
Beyond that, Healey’s
office confirmed that it
has logged nine com-
plaints about All My
World Travel’s role in
the O’Bryant trip, but
did not say if the staff
will pursue the issue.
A spokesperson said
that Healey’s office has
received more than
4,000 complaints re-
lated to travel agencies
and the pandemic and
noted that the attorney
has prioritized securing
refunds and mediating
complaints with domes-
tic travel companies,
resulting in roughly
$5.8 million recovered
for consumers with com-

plaints related to other
travel companies.

Mya Bent Monegro
said that the ordeal has
been a tough lesson for
her and her classmates.
“I would be more cau-
tious and read the fine
lines of all the policies to
see what exactly the in-
surance covers to decide
if I really want to go on
atrip in the future,” she
said. “My family doesn’t
have $3,600 to spare,
but we were working
hard this year. My mom
had to take extra shifts.
We stopped going out or
buying things that we
didn’t really need — like
clothes or fast food.”

Her mom says the
experience hasbeen dis-
ruptive for her daughter
during an already chal-
lenging time.

“Everyone is upset.
Mya is upset because
she felt like it’s her
fault that I am losing
the money. She’s still
fighting hard at school
to keep up her grades
withoutlettingit bother
her too much— but it
does bother her. We can
see it.”
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By DR. EDWARD
SCHETTINO

As any animal lov-
er knows, the annual
calendar is peppered
with dozens of national
animal-themed holi-
days, such as Adopt a
Rescue Dog Day and
Dress-up Your Pet Day.
For me, however, the
mostinteresting of these
animal holidays is Na-
tional Feral Cat Day on
Oct. 16, primarily be-
causeit’s a subjectthat’s
commonly overlooked.
It starts with the term
“feral,” a word that is
considered synonymous
with calling a cat “bad.”
In years past, any cat
living on the streets or
roaming freely around
our community would be
labeled as feral.

Biologically, feral cats
are just like house cats,
the only difference being
that they have not been
properly socialized with
humans. Feral cats do
not turn to humans for
food, shelter, or comfort,
and are survivors - in
every sense of the word.

Feral cats also make
up a larger population
known as “community
cats.” Community cats
consist of feral, shy,
owned indoor/outdoor
cats, as well as friend-
ly strays. In Massa-
chusetts, there are an
estimated 700,000 com-
munity cats, many of
whichlivein established
colonies—areasthat pro-
vide protection, shelter,
and have an abundant
food source. Despite
living on the streets,
these animals deserve
compassion and care.

The figure 700,000
may seem overwhelm-
ing; however, there are a
number of proven ways
to assist these cats to

help reduce this number
drastically.

One of the greatest
measures to mitigate
community cat popula-
tions is by Trap, Neuter,
Return, or TNR. The
Animal Rescue League of
Boston (ARL), along with
a number of other or-
ganizations throughout
Massachusetts, safely
trap community cats
and spay or neuter
them so that they can no
longer reproduce, before
returning them back to
their habitats. In addi-
tion, ARL also provides
community cats with
routine veterinary care
and vaccinations.

TNR services also pro-
vide an opportunity to
evaluate these animals
behaviorally. In many
cases, community cats
are friendly and deemed
to be adoptable. In 2019,
ARL took in nearly 600
community cats and of
those more than 60 per-
cent were adopted into
loving homes!

So what can you do
as an individual to care
for the animals that are
living in community cat
colonies?

First and foremost, you
canreportthese animals
to your local animal wel-
fare organization (like
ARL) or animal control
officer to make them
aware of these animals
and tokeep tabs onthem.

You can also join a
group in your area that
takes an interest in
community cats. These
groups take on the task
of keeping these cats fed,
assisting in TNR, and
also monitoring their
condition and numbers.

Finally, you can help
ensure that these cats
are protected by pro-
viding outdoor shelters.
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While shelters can be
purchased, many animal
lovers find it more grat-
ifying to build a simple
structure themselves,
with the help of online
instructional videos!

If you have an indoor/
outdoor cat who may
mingle with community
cats, you can keep them

THE REPORTER
How you can help support our ‘community cats’

safe and secure and also
help protect wildlife by
building a catio—a space
off your home that gives
cats the outdoor expe-
rience, but keep them
safeinside. Like outdoor
shelters, a catio can be
purchased, or if you're
adventurous, you can
tackleit asa DIY project!

Without proper shelter
and care, cats who are a
part of our communities
are vulnerable to illness
and injury. It is up to all
of us to care for these
animals, and to make
sure they are safe and
healthy as we face the
onset of another New
England winter.
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Dr. Edward Schettino
isthepresident and CEO
of the Animal Rescue
League of Boston, and
has a doctorate in Vet-
erinary Medicine from
the Cummings School
of Veterinary Medicine
at Tufts University. Pet
questions? Email ARL
at press@arlboston.org.

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
UNDER M.G.L. c. 183A:6

By virtue of a Judgment and Order of the Suffolk
Superior Court (Civil Action No. 1884 CV 1838),
in favor of Myrna Santana and Juan Quezadas,
Managers of the Blue Hill Place Condominium
Association against Hershey Briscoe, et al,
establishing a lien pursuant to M.G.L. c. 183A:6 on
the real estate known as Unit 10 of the Blue Hill Place
Condominium with a street address of 352R Blue Hill
Avenue, Dorchester, Suffolk County, Massachusetts
for the purposes of satisfying such lien, the real
estate is scheduled for Public Auction commencing
at 10:00 a.m. on October 27, 2020 at 352R Blue Hill
Avenue, Unit 10, Dorchester, Massachusetts. The
premises to be sold are more particularly described
as follows:

DESCRIPTION:

The Unit designated as 352R Blue Hill Avenue, Unit
10 (the “Unit”) in Blue Hill Place Condominium (the
“Condominium”) created pursuant to Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 183A by Maser Deed dated
May 1, 2006, recorded with Suffolk County Registry
of Deeds in Book 39532, Page 130, as amended by
First Amendment to Master Deed dated January 12,
2007 and recorded at Book 41143, Page 135, as
further amended by Second Amendment to Master
Deed dated December 18, 2007 and recorded at
Book 42871, Page 209, as further amended by Third
Amendment to Master Deed dated May 18, 2009 and
recorded at Book 44960, Page 210, and as further
amended by Fourth Amendment to Master Deed
dated April 29, 2010 and recorded at Book 46340,
Page 106 (the “Master Deed”). Capitalized terms
used in this Unit Deed which are not defined shall
have the meanings ascribed to them in the Master
Deed.

The Post Office address of the Unit is: 352R Blue Hill
Avenue, Unit 10, Dorchester, MA 02121.

The Unit is shown on a plan recorded with the Master
Deed, to which is affixed a verified statement in the
form provided by M.G.L. Chapter 183A section 9,
and is conveyed subject to and with the benefit of
the obligations, restrictions, rights and liabilities
contained in M.G.L. Chapter 183A, the Master Deed,
the documents establishing the organization of unit
owners and the By-Laws as amended of record. The
Unit is conveyed subject to, and with the benefit of, all
easements, restrictions and encumbrances of record
insofar as the same are ow in force and applicable.

Each of the units in the Condominium is intended for
residential purposes as set forth in the Master Deed.

The undivided percentage interest of the Unit
in the Common Elements is Four percent (4%).
Notwithstanding the foregoing, Grantee, and
Grantee’s successors in title, take title to the Unit
subject to the rights of Grantor, as Declarant under
the Master Deed, to add additional phases and
additional units to the Condominium. The Unit’s
undivided percentage interest is subject to reduction
in case of the addition to the Condominium of
additional phases and additional units.

If Grantee intends to sell or otherwise transfer any
interest in the Unit, including without limitation, the
granting of a mortgage interest therein, Grantee shall
so notify grantor in writing, describing the details of
the proposed transfer. Within sixty (60) days after
receipt of such notice (the “Notice Date”), Grantor
may elect, by notice to such Grantee sent by certified
or registered mail, to purchase such Unit at the then
fair market value thereof, which shall be determined
by an independent third party appraisal. If Grantor
elects to purchase the Unit, the transfer shall take
place on the business day specified in Grantor’s
notice of election (which day shall be not more than
ninety (90) days after the Notice Date), at the Suffolk
County Registry of Deeds. Grantee shall convey the
Unit to Grantor by quitclaim deed, with all tax and
documentary stamps affixed and paid for by Grantee.
Grantee shall pay all other taxes arising out of such
sale. If Grantor shall fail to make such election within
such 60-day period, then Grantee shall be free to sell

or transfer the Unit or any interest therein at any time
within one hundred twenty (120) days after the Notice
Date. If such sale or transfer is not consummated
within such 120-day period, then Grantee shall not
sell his or her Unit or transfer any interest therein
unless s/he first complies again with the provisions
of this paragraph. Grantor may release or waive its
rights under this paragraph, either before or after
receipt of notice from Grantee, in which event the
Unit may be sold or conveyed free and clear of the
provisions of the paragraph. A certificate, executed
and acknowledged by Grantor, stating that the rights
under this paragraph have been duly waived or
terminated, shall be conclusive upon Grantor in favor
of all persons who rely thereon in good faith. Such
certificate shall be furnished upon request to any
Grantee who has in fact complied with the provisions
of this paragraph.

For title, see Deed to Hershey Briscoe dated April 29,
2010 and recorded with the Suffolk County Registry
of Deeds in Book 46340, Page 117.

In the event of a typographical error or omission
contained in this publication, the description of the
premises contained in said Unit Deed shall control.

TERMS OF SALE:

1. A non-refundable deposit payable in cash,
certified or bank check in the amount of
$5,000.00 for the unit shall be payable at the
Auction.

2. The balance of the purchase price is to be paid
within thirty (30) days of the auction.

3. An Auctioneer’s Release Deed will be issued to
the purchaser, upon payment of the
balance of the purchase price, within thirty (30)
days of the auction. The Deed shall convey
the premises subject to, and with the benefit
of, all restrictions, easements, improvements,
outstanding tax titles, municipal or other public
taxes, assessments, liens, or claims in the nature
of liens, and existing encumbrances of record
senior to the lien hereby being satisfied, whether
or not reference to such restrictions, easements,
improvements, outstanding tax titles, municipal
or other public taxes, assessments, liens or
claims in the nature of liens or encumbrances is
made in the deed.

4. Additionally, and not by way of limitation, the
sale shall be subject to and with the benefit of
any and all tenants, tenancies, and occupants,
if any.

5. No representation is or shall be made as to any
amount of taxes due and outstanding.

6. The successful bidder shall pay the future
condominium common charges commencing
with the date of the auction.

7. No representation is or shall be made as to any
other mortgages, liens, or encumbrances of
record.

8. No representation is or shall be made as to the
condition of the Premises or the Condominium.
The Premises shall be sold “as is.”

9. Other items, if any, shall be announced at the
sale.

10. The sale is subject to and in accordance with
the Judgment and Order, a copy of which may
be obtained from the seller’s counsel, Attorney
Dean T. Lennon, Marcus, Errico, Emmer &
Brooks, P.C., 45 Braintree Hill Park, Suite 107,
Braintree, MA 02184, (781) 843-5000.

BLUE HILL PLACE
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION,
By its Board

Run Dates: Oct. 1, Oct. 8, Oct. 15, 2020
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By State HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

More than 1,900 new
people in Massachusetts
were confirmed to have
Covid-19 over the three-
day holiday weekend
as single-day positivity
rates remained above
3 percent, continuing a
trend that began in late
September.

InBoston, Mayor Walsh
said that Dorchester’s zip
codes 02121 and 02125
still have the highest
positivity rate, although
the rate citywide has
remained fairly stable at
roughly 4.1 percent for
two weeks.

The state’s Department
of Public Health report-
ed 587 new cases of the
coronavirus on Saturday,

THE REPORTER

COVID rates are stable, but Dot still highest in city

570 additional cases on
Sunday and 765 fresh
cases on Monday, though
the agency said Monday’s
total included “data from
anational laboratory that
had adelayinreporting.”
Along with the 1,922
new cases, DPH reported
39recent Covid-19 deaths
since Friday, bringing the
deathtollto 9,617 people.
Since Feb. 1, 136,933
people in Massachusetts
have become infected
with the virus.
Although the DPH
said on Monday that the
seven-day average of the
positive test rate of all
testsconducted remained
at 1.1 percent,the agency
also reported that 4.2
percent of people tested
for the first time Friday

were found to be positive
for Covid-19, 3.4 percent
of people first tested
Saturday had the virus,
and 3.2 percent of people
first tested Sunday were
confirmed to have the
coronavirus.

The single-day positiv-
ity percentage has been
above 3 percent sincelate
September, according to
DPH.

As of midday Monday,
there were 501 people
with Covid-19 hospi-
talized in Massachu-
setts. That’s down by 30
patients from midday
Saturday, but DPH said
the three-day average
number of hospitalized
patients is up 70 percent
from the low of about 300
patients in late August.
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Also as of midday Mon-
day, 82 people were being
treated in an intensive
care unit including 32
patients on ventilators.

Dr. David Rosman,
president of the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society,
took to Twitter each
evening this weekend to
call attention to trend
lines that he said “are
still pointing up” and
to encourage people to
remain vigilant about
social distancing and
mask-wearing.

Gov. Bakeron Tuesday
outlined progress the
state has made over the
past several months and
to prepare for a fall uptick
in virus activity.

“Over the past few
weeks we started to see

an increase in the num-
ber of Covid cases here
and across the country
and in many other coun-
tries,” Baker said at a
State House press confer-
ence. “For months, public
health experts have fore-
casted this increase.”
Massachusetts has
built a “massive infra-
structure to respond to
this pandemic,” Baker
said, leaving the state
“in a strong position to be
prepared for what comes
next.” Baker added that
the state will be able to
rapidly expand hospital
capacity if necessary,
and that there are suffi-
cient personal protective
equipment supplies to
meet the needs of health
care and human service
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providers.

The preparations, Bak-
er said, “are of little use
without the people of
Massachusetts continu-
ing to do their part.”

He urged continued
vigilance against the
virus, “especially as we
all move from our back-
yards to our living rooms
and our family rooms” as
the weather gets colder.
“Household spread. In-
tergenerational spread.
Expect to hear these
terms a lot this fall,”
Baker said. “We all have
a role to play here, and
it doesn’t end when we
come home from work or
the supermarket.”

Dorchester Reporter
staff contributed to this
report.

Baker and courts outline $171m plan to prevent evictions

(Continued from page 1)

authorizations under a
Covid-19 supplemental
budget and does not
require any additional
legislative appropriation.
The plan wouldn’t be
possible, according to
the administration, if
lawmakers hadn’t grant-
ed flexibility for the
Residential Assistance
for Families in Transi-
tion program, which is
assigned a $100 million
commitment this fiscal
year to expand capacity.
The plan’s other major
pot of funding is $48.7
million for HomeBASE
and other rapid rehous-
ing programs that aim to
put peoplein new housing
afterthey’vebeen evicted
and prevent long periods
of homelessness.
Anewtemporary emer-
gency program will pro-

vide funds to households
for up to 12 months to
assist with moving ex-
penses, rents, and secu-
rity deposits.

“This strategy has
been designed to be user
friendly and easily ac-
cessible for tenants and
landlords in need, and
is comprised of new or
expanded programs to
help people stay in their
homes,” Baker, who had
authorized one extension
of the moratorium, said
in a statement.

The maximum benefit
available through the
RAFT program will rise
from $4,000 to $10,000
per household, which
the administration says
will help more families
stabilize their housing
for six months, or until
the end of June if there
are school-age children

in the household.
Inastatementreleased
by the governor’s office,
Trial Court Chief Justice
Paula Carey said that
court “has modified its
procedures to provide
for a two-tier process
that will enable tenants
and landlords to access
resources and mediate
their disputes in order to
preserve tenancies.”
The Trial Court, which
includes the state’s
housing courts, has also
“worked to increase its
technological capacity
to handle these cases
safely when parties come
into court and to provide
those without assistance
with information and ac-
cess to technology where
needed,” Carey said.
Lew Finfer, a Dorches-
ter resident who is co-di-
rector of the Massa-

Pumpkin Decorating Contest
and Harvest Festivities

o

YOU COULD BE A WINNER!
Drop off your pre-decorated sugar pumpkin

before Friday, October 23 for voting. On
Fri. the 25th From 12-3pm we will have
upper- face painting-and trick or treating.
Costumes are encouraged but face masks
are required.
For complete details read our latest blog
post or call the shop.

CEDAR (GROVE (GARDENS

Unigue FLORALS & GIFTS

WY .CEDARGROVEGARDENS . COM

617-825-8582

911 ADAMS STREET

DorcHesTER, MA 02124

chusetts Communities
Action Network, said on
Monday that the plan
falls far short of meeting
the financial needs iden-
tified for tenants at risk of
eviction and called on the
Legislature to “step up”
and pass a bill (H 5018
/'S 2918) that he said is
cosponsored by 90 legisla-
torsand would guarantee
housing stability during
the state of emergency

That bill, which the
Housing Committee ad-
vanced on Sept. 30, would
keep a moratorium in
place for one year after
the state of emergency
ends, freeze rents during
that span, and create a
fund to help financially
distressed small land-
lords.

Rep. Mike Connolly,
a Cambridge Democrat
who has been active in
the housing debate, took
to Twitter after the gov-
ernor announced his plan
to promote the housing
stability bill and plans
to hold a demonstration
at the governor’s house
this week.

“If you think it’s outra-
geous that we could allow
100,000 or more house-
holds to be displaced in
the middle of a #COVID
winter, then join our
housing justice organiz-
ersforademonstration at
the governor’s house this
Wednesday at 5 p.m.,”
Connolly tweeted.

“I'm certainly letting
people know about it,”
Connolly said about the
demonstration in an in-
terview. He said he was
not sure if he would at-
tend because his first pri-
ority is legislative busi-
ness and he continues to
push for advancement of
the housing stability bill
despite the Legislature
being on recess from
formal business.

“At this stage it has
come down to: Do leg-
islative leaders want to
play an active role in
crafting housing policy
or not?” Connolly said.
“And in this situation, it
appears that the Legisla-
ture has really ceded its
policymaking role to the
governor.”

Connolly said the gov-
ernor’s plan was put to-

getherbehind the scenes,
and with only a few
days for feedback before
the moratorium expires,
he’s worried about the
state’s ability to effec-
tively stand up assistance
programs so quickly and
whether tenants will
engage in the programs,
orjustleave their homes.

The plan also includes
$12.3 million to provide
tenants and landlords
with access to legal rep-
resentation and services
prior to and during the
eviction process, as well
as a new community
mediation process to help
tenants and landlords
resolve cases outside of
court.

It features $6.5 mil-
lion for nine Housing
Consumer Education
Centers, which the ad-
ministration described
as the “front door” for
those facing a housing
emergency, and $3.8
million for the Tenancy
Preservation Program
(TPP), which provides
case management sup-
port and is meant “to act
as aneutral party to help
tenants and landlords
come to agreement.”

At least 80,000 house-
holds in Massachusetts,
including both renters
and homeowners, will
struggle to cover the
costs of both housing and
basic needs this month,
the Metropolitan Area
Planning Council con-
cluded last week after
studying unemployment
and Census Bureau data.

The administration
said its plan will provide
direct financial support
to 18,000 households,
access to legal support or
community mediation for
up to 25,000 households,
and access to Housing
and Consumer Education
Center services for up to
50,000 households.

Also, an unspecified
amount of money will
be provided to the trial
courts to bring back
judges to help handle
caseloads once the mor-
atorium ends and to
add housing specialists
to help mediate agree-
ments. The Tenancy
Preservation Program
(TPP) will also be ex-

panded to serve more
vulnerable households.

“We are pleased to
provide new options for
tenants and landlords
to come together prior
to an eviction and to
quickly find a new home
if a resolution is not
reached,” said Lt. Gov.
Karyn Polito. “These new
and expanded resources
will meet residents where
they are and provide
enhanced assistance in
navigating a complex
process, which has been
made even more difficult
by this pandemic.”

When the state mor-
atorium expires on Sat-
urday, a moratorium
established by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC)
will become effective
in Massachusetts, ac-
cording to the Baker
administration, and the
CDC moratorium that
runs through December
will prevent evictions for
non-payment “for quali-
fied tenants who submit
a written declaration to
their landlord.”

“Courts will accept
filings and process cases,
and may enter judgments
butwill notissue anorder
of execution (the court or-
derthatallows alandlord
to evict a tenant) until
after the expiration ofthe
CDC order,” according
to the governor’s office.
“Protection is limited to
households who meet
certain income and vul-
nerability criteria.”

Greg Vasil, president
and CEO of the Great-
er Boston Real Estate
Board, issued a state-
ment supporting the
governor’s plan “to help
people pay rent and stay
in their homes without
destabilizing the econo-
my and forcing more own-
erstosell their property.”

“Building owners have
worked tirelessly to en-
sure people can stay safe
in their homes through
the COVID pandemic
and we need leaders to
continue to find new and
significant ways to sup-
port struggling tenants
and property owners who
can’t keep up with their
bills as federal support
runs out,” Vasil said.
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BGCD Begins Fall Body + Fuel Fitness Partnership: See details beI.

BGCD “Learning Hubs”
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ee details below.

or Members During Remote SchoolLearning:

CONNECT THE DOT:

BGCD Begins Fall Body + Fuel
Fitness Partnership: As part of the
Fall programming, we have resumed
our fithess classes at Body + Fuel
gym. Following all the recommended
COVID-19 protocols, a small group
of members have been meeting on
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons to
take part in the classes.

A huge thanks to our friends at Body
+ Fuel for hosting our members. Your
continuous partnership and support
of Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester is
greatly appreciated by our members,
staff and community. Also, a special

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE:
BGCD “Learning Hubs” for Members
During Remote School Learning:
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester

is providing safe, supportive and
supervised space to assist families

in our community during the time
children are learning remotely. Our
newly developed Learning Hubs
support cohorts of k-8 students during
typical “school day” hours.

During the day we are incorporating
enrichment activities and getting
outside as often as possible! With a
focus on supporting children’s social-
emotional well-being, BGCD staff are

DIDYOU KNOW:

Calling all High School Students for
BGCD College Fellows and Career
Prep Programming: Boys & Girls
Clubs of Dorchester’s College Fellows
and Career Prep programming is
preparing to kick off for the Fall. We're
calling all high school students to join
us in our upcoming events to help with
their journeys to college. Join BGCD

on October 17th from 1 - 2 pm for our
Kick Off Event. The event will take
place outside at our Marr Clubhouse
located at 35 Deer Street, Dorchester,
MA 02125. There will be food, music
and fun while connecting with friends.
Don'’t forget to mark your calendars

thanks to The New Balance Foundation
for supporting our fitness activities and
encouraging health and wellness of our
members.

providing opportunities for children
to engage in the arts, fitness and
other health and wellness activities
throughout the day.

for upcoming college tours to Mass
Maritime Academy on October 20th
and Wentworth Institute of Technology
on October 27th.

For more information please contact
Brendan McDonald at bmcdonald@
bgcdorchester.org.

For more information, please contact
Brendan McDonald at bmcdonald@
bgcdorchester.org.

For more information please
contact Tricia Chapple at pchapple@
bgcdorchester.org.

Codman Square
Health Center

(Y)/[m 0 CBOAIOYL

Cook ForR WoMEN’s HEALTH
2020-STYLE VIRTUAL EVENT

WE’LL HAVE THE SAME GREAT VIBE, SAME GREAT
ENTERTAINMENT, AND YOUR FAVORITE CELEBRITY CHEFS!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29
FROM 6 PM 10 7 PM

BLACK
LIVES
MATTER

———— FOR TICKET AND DONATION INFORMATION, VISIT

CODMAN.ORG/MENOFBOSTONCOOK
CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER

STANDS WITH OUR COMMUNITY

IN FIGHTING RACIAL INJUSTICE 2020 VIRTUAL

VY len iBoston

Cood ron Wasmes's Heals

Pl

Codman Square Health Center
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COBURN, Sylves-
ter, 71, of Mattapan,
known as Wes. He is
preceded by his parents
John and Maggie Coburn,
two brothers Harry Lee
Coburn (Judy Coburn
of Boston, MA) and JB
Coburn of South Carolina.
He leaves his wife of 49
years Joyce A. Coburn,
children Sylvester Wayne
and Jason Ishan Coburn,
Jocelyn Tameka Coburn
Tirado all of Boston and
Twanda Coburn of New
York. Sisters Theresa
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Coburn, Hope Williams
(Jake) and Justine Ryan
all of South Carolina,
brothers Clyde Coburn
of Boston, MA, and Leroy
Coburn of South Carolina.
He had a special love for
his grandchildren, Dena-
isha, Sylvester A., Elijah,
Jaylan, Joy, Demiah, Is-
han, Jace, Marisol, Dana,
Dariez, Giovani, and
Dashawn aka Goober. A
host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, and friends.
GREEN, Jane B.
(Clougherty) at 75.
Retired Fire Prevention,
BFD, of Danvers, for-
merly of Charlestown,
Dorchester and West
Roxbury. Wife of 55 years
to James E. “Jim” Green.
Mother of Jane Mayo,
Karen Green, James E.
Green, Jr. and wife Lisa
and Kathleen “Katie”
DiBellaand husband Vin-
cent. Nana to Amanda,

Kasey, Mark, Olivia and
Brooke. Sister of Patricia
Roney, Joseph Clough-
erty (BFD), Leo Clough-
erty, Jean Harrington,
Mary McNelley and the
late Evelyn Hanf, Cecelia
Clougherty, John (BFD),
Robert (BFD), Paul, Ber-
nard, Charles (BFD) and
Peter Clougherty. Also
many loving nieces and
nephews. Kindly make
a memorial donation
in Jane’s name to The
Boston Fire Department
Relief Assoc., 115 S.
Hampton St., Boston, MA
02118.

Cedar Grove Cemetery

A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Chapel available for: Weddings, memorial services, and cel-
ebratory masses. Indoor Services available for winter burials.
Greenhouse on premises for fresh flowers. Columbarium for
cremated remains. Plant a tree program.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124
Consecrated in 1868. Non-Sectarian.

617-825-1360

TEVNAN|TEVNAN

100 City Hall Plaza
Boston, MA 02108
617-423-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevhan.com

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

“Caring for your life’s journey...”

DOLAN

1140 WASHINGTON STREET
DORCHESTER, MA 02124

617~298~8011

FUNERAL SERVICES

% Funerals
% Cremations
< Pre-Arrangements

Service times and directions at:
www.dolanfuneral.com

460 GRANITE AVENUE
MILTON, MA 02186

617~698~6264

NOWAK, Joseph F.
of Brookline, formerly
of Dorchester, 91. Born
in Boston, he was son of
the late Maryan Nowak
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and Caroline Stasiak. He
was predeceased by his
wife, Ann Bingham. He
is survived by his cousins
Geraldine McCarthy,
Bob McCarthy, Susan
Orlando, and Patrice
Litvay. Joe served in the
U.S. Army during the
Korean War. He was a
longtime member of the
Polish American Club
and leaves many friends
there, especially Stasia
Kacprzak and Terry and
Paul Mooers.
PUTNICKI, Claire
Marie (Riordan) of
Burlington. Wife of Paul.
Mother of Michael and
his wife Michele of Mon-
ument, CO, Ann Johnson
and her husband Duff of
Winchester, Brian and his
wife Monica of Phoenix,
AZ and Amy Heymans
and her husband John of
Hampstead, NH. Grand-
mother of Jacob, Michae-
la, Riley and Luke Put-
nicki, Eric, Matthew and
Nicholas Wollrath, and
Samuel, Maya and Diego
Cueva. Sister of Daniel
Riordan of Concord, Pau-
laSweeney of Centerville,
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COMMONWEALTH OF COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN
FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON
PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket No. SU20P1603GD
IN THE MATTER OF:

LUCIE CHARLES
of DORCHESTER, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been
filed by Boston M Center of Boston, MA in
the above captioned matter alleging that
Lucie Charles is in need of a Guardian
and requesting that Marie A. Timothee of
Malden, MA (or some other suitable person)
be appointed as Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is
appropriate. The petition is on file with this
court and may contain a request for certain
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appearance
at this court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 10/15/2020. This day is NOT
ahearing date, but a deadline date by which
you have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to file
the written appearance by the return date,
action may be taken in this matter without
further notice to you. In addition to filing the
written appearance, you or your attorney
mustfile awritten affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection within
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit
or completely take away the above-named
person’s right to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has the rightto ask
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named person. If the
above-named person cannot afford alawyer,
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice
of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Date: September 03, 2020

Published: October 15, 2020

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN
FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON
PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket No. SU20P1750GD
IN THE MATTER OF:

CHAU K. NGUYEN
of DORCHESTER, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been filed
by Massachusetts G Hospital of Boston, MA
in the above captioned matter alleging that
Chau K. Nguyen s in need of a Guardian
and requesting that Thien Truc K. Lam of
Dorchester, MA (or some other suitable
person) be appointed as Guardian to serve
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is
appropriate. The petition is on file with this
court and may contain a request for certain
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appearance
at this court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 11/05/2020. This day is NOT
ahearing date, but a deadline date by which
you have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you falil to file
the written appearance by the return date,
action may be taken in this matter without
further notice to you. In addition to filing the
written appearance, you or your attorney
must file a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection within
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit
or completely take away the above-named
person’s right to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person hasthe rightto ask
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named person. If the
above-named person cannot afford alawyer,
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. BrianJ. Dunn, First Justice
of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Date: September 23, 2020

Published: October 15, 2020

NEW CALVARY CEMETERY

617-325-6830

Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian
Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.

Grave pricing starting at $1,200
Package pricing from $3,800 (includes grave purchase, first
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches
starting at $1,400 (Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening
& Inscription)

617-296-2339
12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases,
Pre Need Opening Arrangements
Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.
Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery
in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at:

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and maps available online at:
www.BostonCemetery.org

info@bcca.comcast.net

Nancy O’Donnell of Hing-
ham, Catherine Swan
of Quincy, and the late
Jean Martel. Donations
can be made in her name
to An Orphan’s Dream,
www.anorphansdream.
org/howyoucanhelp/
claire-putnicki-memori-
al-fund

THOMAS, Alexander
(“Bruh”),dr., 79, of Mat-
tapan. He was born in
Catherine, Alabama, the
son of the late Alexander
Thomas and the late Ida
Mae (nee Crear) Thomas.
Alexmet and was married
to his future wife, (Elva
[nee, Moss]) and to this
union born 18 children.
He was precededin death
by three sisters—Elea-
nor, Elizabeth and Glen-
da Thomas—and three
brothers—Earl, Houston
and Jerry Thomas. His
beautiful life will forev-
er be cherished in the
lives of his 15 Children
- Daughters, Yvonne,
(NY) Sharon, (MD), Do-
reen, (Jacobie Williams),
Darnell, Juanita, Felisha,
Vegina, Deanna, all of
Massachusetts. Sons,
Alexander III, (Margaret
Credle-Thomas), David,
(Michelle), Anthony, Jer-
emy, Andrew, Jammar,
and Donte, all of Massa-
chusetts. 17 grandchil-
dren, two brothers—dJohn
(Sylvia) Thomas (Califor-
nia), and James Thomas
(Massachusetts); two
sisters—Carol (Philip)
Davis, Robin Thomas
(both of Massachusetts),
and one stepsister, San-
dra Fay Rogers (Texas).
Heleaves one special and
devoted aunt, Rosalee

LEGAL NOTICE
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Williams of Fairfield,
Alabama, a host of nieces
and nephews, cousins,
friends. Special mention
of the Angels waiting in
Heaven for him, Nina,
his baby girl, and two
baby sons, Timothy and
Nathaniel.

B s

VAN CLEVE-ROC-
CHIO, Margaret of
Dorchester, formerly of
New Jersey. Wife of Vin-
cent F. Rocchio. Mother
of Antonia, Giovanna,
and Dominic Rocchio.
Daughter of Eugene Van
Cleve and the late Ann
(Eltz) Van Cleve. Sister
of Gene Van Cleve, Mark
Van Cleve, Victoria (Van
Cleve)Johnson, Matthew
Van Cleve, Christine
(Van Cleve) McGrath
and Michael Van Cleve,
all of New dJersey, and
Nancy (Van Cleve) Ward
of Pennsylvania, and the
late Mary Van Cleve.
Survived by many nieces
and nephews. Margaret
worked as a school nurse
at the Samuel Monroe
Trotter school of the
Boston Public School
system before becoming
Senior Director of Health
Services. Prior to that,
she worked as a Visiting
Nurse for Catholic Char-
ities of Boston, a Nurse
Practitioner and Medi-
cal Site Director for the
Greater Lawrence Fam-
ily Health Center, and
a Visiting Nurse for the
Dominican Sisters Fam-
ily Health Service in the
Bronx, NY. Donations in
Margaret’s memory may
be made to Boston Health-
care for the Homeless at
bhchp.org/make-gift or
the Camp Tevya Scholar-
ship Fund at camptevya.
org/margaret

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P1784EA
ESTATE OF:
BEVERLY ANN ROCK
DATE OF DEATH: 04/21/2020
A petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by Edward
Chin Chan of Boston, MA requesting that
the Courtenter aformal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as requested in
the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and objection at
this Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of 11/13/2020.
Thisis NOT a hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail tofile atimely written
appearance and objection followed by an
Affidavit of Objections within thirty (30)
days of the return day, action may be taken
without further notice to you.
Unsupervised Administration
Under The Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code (MUPC)
APersonal Representative appointed un-
der the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
orannual accounts withthe Court. Persons
interested inthe estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may
petition the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including the distribution of
assets and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: October 02, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Published: October 15, 2020

ST. JUDE’S NOVENA

May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved
throughout the world, now
and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus pray for us, St.
Jude, Worker of Miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude
Helper of the Hopeless,
pray for us.

Say this prayer 9 times
aday. By the 8th day your
prayer will be answered.
It has never been known
to fail. Publication must
be promised. My prayers
have been answered.

- K.P.C.

ST. JUDE’S NOVENA

May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved
throughout the world, now
andforever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus pray for us, St.
Jude, Worker of Miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude
Helper of the Hopeless,
pray for us.

Say this prayer 9 times
aday. By the 8th day your
prayer will be answered.
It has never been known
to fail. Publication must
be promised. My prayers
have been answered.

- C.B.




dotnews.com October 15, 2020 THE REPORTER Page 19

3, ke Harvard Street THE. BAR. IS. BACK!

Neighborhood
r Health Center:

Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center’s
Dental Office Welcomes you back?

Concerned about your safety and that of your family when vising your dental office?

Dr. Mohommad Majeed ond dentol assistant use the HEPASSAS System on o HSNHC Potient

Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center's Dental Office has invested in a new mobile HEPA/SAS
System. Operating through a high grade air suction, which protects patients from aerosol air droplets -
this systern reduces the hazards to the patient and dental team as a result of the high grade air suction
mechanisrm.

s explained by Dr. Mohammad Majeed of HSNHC's Dental Department, “In June of 2020, we began
using this new HEPASSAS system for our surgical procedures and dental appointments to reduce the
hazards of aerosol through high grade air suction. Our number one goal is to provide patients with a
sense of security that makes it easier for them to return to the dentist and to know that their health i
our main concern. It's very important for people to maintain their dental hygiene,”

HSNHC is one of the first health centers in Boston to offer the HEPASSAS System which will soon be
required by the ADA, DPH and CDC in all dental offices. “The great aspect about this machine is that it's
portable which will also allow us to provide Mobile Dental care at each our operatory. We want
everyone to know that we are taking every precaution to keep patients safe and we encourage our
patients and others to schedule an appointment.”

w.tavolopizza.com « 1218 D eter Avenise * Dorg Vi
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Ocean Edge Resort & Golf Club
Brewster, Cape Cod, M4

CORCORAN
[JENNISON

Companies

[

Corcoran Jennison’s portfolio includes, residential housing, hotels, resorts,
health facilities, academic campuses, retail centers, and golf courses.

corcoranjennison.com | cjapts.com
King s Lynne, Lynn, MA

King's Lynne, Lynn, MA
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Apply Today for
Two Months of Free
Internet Essentials

Internet Essentials from Comcast brings you affordable,

high-speed Internet so your kids can learn from home. $9 95
°

When you're connected, you're ready for anything.
Per Month + Tax

Apply today if you qualify for programs like the National after promotional pricing

School Lunch Program, housing assistance, Medicaid,
e No Term Contract

e No Credit Check
e Free Self-Install Kit

SNAP, SSI, and others. Households who owe money to
Comcast may still qualify if approved by 12/31/20.

New Internet Essentials customers may be eligible for e Up to 25/3 Mbps

two months of free service. e Access to Xfinity
WiFi Hotspots

( Apply Now >

InternetEssentials.com
1-855-846-8376

Internet>»
essentials Apply now from

FROM COMCAST your phone

Offer ends December 31, 2020. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Limited to Internet Essentials (“IE”) service from Comcast for new residential customers meeting certain eligibility criteria. Offer limited to 2 months of complimentary
Internet Essentials service. Taxes, home drop-off, and professional install extra. After promotion, regular rates apply. Comcast's current rate is $9.95/mo. (subject to change). Advertised price applies to a single outlet. Actual speeds may vary
and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Access to Xfinity WiFi hotspots included with Xfinity post-pay Internet. Hotspots available in select areas. If a customer is determined to be no
longer eligible for the IE program, regular rates will apply to the selected Internet service. Subject to Internet Essentials program terms and conditions. May not be combined with other offers. Call 1-855-846-8376 for restrictions and complete
details or visit InternetEssentials.com. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved.



