
By Katie Trojano
Reporter Staff

With just a few days to go 
before the state’s general and 
presidential election on Nov. 
3, early voting continues to 
draw large numbers of ballots 
to select polling stations as city 
officials prep for in-person vot-
ing on Tuesday amid increased 
safety measures.

As of Monday this week, 
43,910 votes had been cast 
citywide in early voting, ac-
cording to the city’s Election 
Department. 

Early voting will continue in 
staggered fashion through the 
end of the week. City Hall will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
on Thursday and from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Friday.

The early voting sites in 
Dorchester and Mattapan – 
Florian Hall, 55 Hallet St., 
and the Mattapan Teen Center 
at 10 Hazelton St. –will finish 
up the balloting from noon to 
8 p.m. on Thursday.

“Every location will be pre-
pared with spacing guidelines, 
cleaning protocols, and PPE,” 
Mayor Walsh said in a press 
conference last week. “The 

By Ed Forry
Reporter Founder

James W. Hunt, Jr. of 
Dorchester, the executive 
director of the Massachu-
setts League of Community 
Health Centers, announced 
last Friday that he will retire 
in December after more than 
four decades working with and 
leading the health care group. 

Hunt, 71, will be succeeded 
by current deputy CEO and 
legal counsel Michael Curry.

Founded in 1972 with a mis-
sion to promote quality com-
munity health care, the Mass 
League was one of the  first 
Primary Care Associations 
(PCAs) in the country, set up 
under federal law promoting 
health center programs in 
medically underserved com-

munities nationwide. 
The organization supports 

52 health centers across Mas-
sachusetts, including eight in 
Dorchester and Mattapan.

Hunt first became active in 
the field while volunteering 

with his wife, Jean Costigan 
Hunt, RN, at the Neponset 
Health Center. He left a civil 
engineering job in City Hall to 
join the league as director of 
government and community 
affairs. He quickly became 
known as a leading expert in 
community health. 

“Jim Hunt is the chief archi-
tect of some of the most import-
ant health policy, regulatory, 
and funding initiatives im-
pacting the Commonwealth’s 
most underserved and un-
der-resourced communities 
over the last five decades,” 
said Elizabeth Browne, chair 
of the Mass League’s board.

Said his longtime friend, for-
mer state Sen. W. Paul White: 
“Jim’s remarkable skills and 

By Bill Forry
Reporter Editor

Tom Cifrino has pretty much seen it all in 
his 45-year-long career as the manager of 
Fields Corner’s shopping plaza. Since 1975, 
Cifrino has overseen the property for Superior 
Realty Trust, the family-owned business that 
includes holdings in Cambridge, Quincy, the 
South Shore, and Dorchester’s Adams Village 
neighborhood. 

But the Fields Corner shopping center— with 
its large parking lot along Geneva Avenue— 
has always been the marquee location. Tucked 
in between Town Field and the MBTA Red Line 
station, the shopping plaza houses an array 

of enterprises, from a McDonald’s restaurant 
and Bank of America ATM to a family-owned 
Black beauty supply house that just opened 
its doors next to the mall’s elder statesman of 
sorts, Supreme Liquors, which Cifrino’s trust 
owns and operates.

The newest big-name addition, however, is 
bringing renewed attention to Fields Corner: 
Target. It’s the second Dorchester location for 
the retail behemoth, which has been an anchor 
of the South Bay mall for more than a decade.

The Fields Corner Target, which opened 
its doors to customers on Oct. 21, is far 
smaller than its big-box sibling on our north-

By Katie Trojano
Reporter Staff

Qualified households in 
Boston can get up to $4,000 
per year in rental relief grants 
through a city of Boston fund 
that reopened for applicants 
a week ago Tuesday.  First 
launched in the spring, the 
fund had distributed more 
than $3 million to eligible 
Bostonians over six months.

In making $5 million in 
federal stimulus funds avail-
able to those most vulnerable 
to losing their rental units to 
eviction, Mayor Walsh said, 
“As we continue to face the 
Covid-19 pandemic, it’s vital 
that we provide residents with 
the resources and supports 

they need to stay housed, espe-
cially with the statewide mor-
atorium on evictions lifted.”

To qualify for assistance, 
tenants must earn less than 80 
percent Area Median Income 
(AMI) or $90,650 for a family 
of four; show that they’ve 
been financially impacted by 
COVID-19; have been renters 
in Boston as of March 1, 2020; 
certify they do not receive a 
rental subsidy or have funds 
to meet their needs; and must 
not be a full-time student.

The Rental Relief Funds 
may be used for short-term 
rental assistance for up to 
three months and to supple-
ment partial payments of rent. 
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Early vote is heavy
as city sets up for
Tuesday; alert on
for ballot security

In Fields Corner, shopping plaza
steward is seeing a ‘renaissance’ 

Hunt steps away from pioneer 
role in nurturing health centers
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Tenants can again
seek ‘rent relief ’
from Boston fund

Dorchester’s Jim Hunt, Jr. 
retired from his post as pres-
ident and CEO of the Mass 
League of Community Health 
Centers last week. 

Photo courtesy BMRB

Target opened its doors to customers on Oct. 21 in Fields Corner’s shopping plaza, located at 
500 Geneva Ave. It is the second Target in Dorchester, but far smaller than its big-box sibling 
at South Bay. 	 Bill Forry photo

A drop-box for mail-in ballots 
for the Nov. 3 election has 
been put in place outside of 
the Fields Corner BPL branch 
at the corner of Dorchester 
Avenue and Park Street. 

Bill Forry photo
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The early voting scene: an update – Drop 
boxes are now available around the city 
for Boston residents to vote by mail in 
the Nov. 3 election. Registered voters can 
put their completed ballots in one of the 
17 drop boxes, which will be available 24 
hours a day through 8 p.m. on Election 
Day. 
Voters may also return their completed 
ballots at any early voting location during 
the scheduled voting hours.  If residents 
choose to return their ballots by mail, 
they must be postmarked by Nov. 3 and 
received by the Election Department by 
Nov. 6 to be counted.  As a reminder, 
the last day to  register to vote  in the 
November 3 State Election is October 24.  
Drop box locations in downtown Boston 
and Dorchester:
• Boston City Hall, 1 City Hall Square, 
Boston (City Hall Plaza entrance, third 
floor)
• Fields Corner Branch of the Boston 
Public Library, 1520 Dorchester Ave, 

Dorchester
• Mattapan Branch of the Boston Public 
Library, 1350 Blue Hill Ave, Mattapan
• Grove Hall Branch of the Boston Public 
Library, 41 Geneva Ave, Dorchester
Polling locations will be open from 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tues., Nov. 3.  For more 
information on how to participate in this 
year’s elections, please visit boston.gov/
election.
Hancock Street project subject of BPDA 
meeting— A virtual public meeting will 
be held on Thurs., Nov. 19 to review 
a proposed mixed-income, 15-unit 
residential building at 120-122 Hancock 
St., Dorchester. For more information, 
contact Aisling Kerr at 617-918-
4212 or aisling.kerr@boston.gov. See 
bostonplans.org/ projects/development-
projects/120-122-hancock-street for 
more details.
Moakley Park planning— The Boston 
Parks & Recreation launched a series of 
virtual discussions called “Moakley Talks” 

which will focus on key aspects of the 
city’s planning process for Moakley Park 
in South Boston.  The planning series 
will build on the city’s vision for adding 
climate resilience and new programs to 
the park. The Moakley Park of the future 
would include a new berm to protect 
against coastal flooding, the elimination 
of the section of Day Boulevard that runs 
along Carson Beach, and the creation of 
a new track and football stadium under a 
conceptual plan unveiled by city of Boston 
officials and presented by representatives 
of its design team last March.  The 
remaining series dates include subjects 
like Sports and Stadium on Tues., Nov. 
10, 6-7:30 p.m.; Community and Play on 
Tues., Nov. 17, 6-7:30 p.m.; Public Health 
and Environment on Tues., Nov. 24, 6-7:30 
p.m.  All virtual events and materials will 
be available through the project website 
at boston.gov/parks/moakleypark.
The Men of Boston Cook for Women’s 
Health gala to benefit the Codman Square 

Health Center will be held virtually on 
Thurs., Oct. 29 from 6-7 p.m. Anyone can 
attend the virtual event free of charge— 
or you can purchase a dinner ticket and 
have a special event meal delivered. You 
may also make a donation to support the 
event. See codman.org for more info.
DotHouse Health offers “community” 
COVID-19 testing at no cost at its 
headquarters, 1353 Dorchester Ave. 
Please bring your insurance card and 
photo ID, if available. No one will be 
turned away and there is no appointment 
necessary. The testing is conducted from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday; and from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
Tuesday and Thursday. Call ahead to the 
COVID Triage Line: 617-740-2292.

SEND UPDATES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM

SEE NEW EVENTS DAILY 
AT DOTNEWS.COM

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

“The BC High of to-
day isn’t the BC High I 
attended in the 1970s,” 
said Jack Shields. “It’s 
stronger, more flexible 
and more diverse. I’m 
looking forward to help-
ing my alma mater carry 
on the Jesuit tradition of 
building community and 
educational foundation 
inside and outside the 
classroom.” 

With that in mind, 
school President Grace 
Cotter  Regan and 
Board Chair Rev. Mi-
chael McFarland, SJ, 
announced late last 
week that Shields, the 
founder and chairman of 
Stoughton-based Shields 
Health Solutions, will be 
investing $5 million to 
establish the Shields In-
novation Center, aimed 
at prioritizing entrepre-

neurial thinking while 
preparing students for 
the rapidly evolving in-
novation economy. 

“I’ve spent my career 
working in organizations 
that sought to innovate 
on behalf of patients in 
Massachusetts and be-
yond,” said Shields. “The 
path to my accomplish-
ments started in the hall-
ways of BC High. It’s an 

honor to be able to help 
enable other young men 
to go down a similar path. 
The curriculum, faculty, 
and programming of this 
center will help drive 
the next generation of 
innovators for our com-
munity. I look forward 
to seeing a future that is 
brighter, thanks to being 
lit by innovative gradu-
ates from BC High.” 

Said Regan: “Like the 
many organizations sur-
rounding us, we reacted 
quickly and embraced 
change when COVID-19 
hit. That’s what fu-
ture leaders need to do, 
and that’s exactly what 
Jack’s investment will 
continue to promote at 
BC High.”

Shields’s gift comes 
at a time when BC 
High is enjoying strong 

enrollment, new and 
innovative learning 
programs and centers, 
and growing diversity. 
This year’s freshman 
class is 36 percent non-
white and comes from 
every neighborhood in 
Boston and more than 
140 communities in the 
Commonwealth. 

The Shields family has 
a history of supporting 
BC High emotionally and 
financially. Decades ago, 
Jack’s mother and father, 
Tom and Mary Shields, 
set up the Shields Merit 
Scholarship program. 
More recently,  the 
school has been honor-
ing its benefactors with 
the Shields Medal, an 
acknowledgment of “ 
service, dedication, and 
generosity to BC High.”

– REPORTER STAFF

Alumnus gives BC High $5 million 
for ‘Innovation Center’ initiative

Jack Shields

In an inauspicious 
early fall turn for hockey 
and skating enthusiasts, 
Massachusetts residents 
awoke last Friday morn-
ing to news that state 
officials overnight had 
ordered skating rinks 
to close. 

The order went into 
effect on Oct. 23 at 5 
p.m. and is currently 

scheduled to last until 
12:01 a.m. on Nov. 7, due 
to multiple COVID-19 
clusters “connected to 
indoor hockey.” State 
public health officials 
said there have been at 
least 30 clusters “at rinks 
throughout the state fol-
lowing games, practices 
and tournaments.”

The clusters involve 

residents from more 
than 50 communities, 
with two or more con-
firmed cases in each 
and 108 total confirmed 
cases, according to the 
Department of Public 
Health, which issued the 
order that included an 
exemption for college and 
professional programs. 

“This pause will allow 

for the development of 
stronger Covid-19 pro-
tocols to further protect 
players, families, coach-
es, arena staff, and other 
participants, as well as 
communities surround-
ing hockey rinks,” the 
DPH said.

– STATE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

Skating rinks shuttered
for two weeks amid clusters

The Challenger soccer 
program, part of Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Dorches-
ter’s Inclusive Services 
created in partnership 
with the Martin Richard 
Foundation, welcomed 
back a small group 
of athletes to play at 
Dorchester’s  McConnell 
Park on Sunday. Youth 
with developmental and 
physical disabilities en-
joyed soccer in a safe 
environment structured 
to their abilities. Each 
player is paired with 
a “buddy,” who acts as 
a helper to the player 
on the field and also 
develops a meaningful 
bond with a player that 
can help them feel more 
connected to the commu-
nity. Buddies are usually 
BGCD teen members 
who wish to “give back.”

Photo courtesy 
BGCD/Nora Baston

Three teens who al-
legedly stole a car at gun-
point on Browning Ave-
nue on Sunday morning 
faced carjacking charges 
after they were arrested 
by Boston Police. The in-
cident happened just af-
ter midnight, according 
to a BPD account, which 
noted that an 18-year-old 
from Brockton would be 
charged with illegal gun 
possession.

Police say that a stolen, 
loaded 9mm firearm was 
found in the car when 
police pulled the driver 
over on Browning Ave-
nue. The other teenag-
ers were described as a 
17-year-old from Boston 
and a 14-year-old from 
Dedham. 

Police say that around 
the same time, two vic-
tims “self-applied to 
a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening in-
juries. The victims re-
ported being involved 
in an incident that took 
place at 30 Browning 
Avenue, Dorchester.”

•••
A 49-year-old Dorches-

ter man was arrested on 
illegal gun charges last 
Friday (Oct. 23) after 
police were called to a 
Geneva Avenue home 
for a report of a person 
with a gun.

Police say that Shane 
Whitsey was standing 
near a rear porch when 
they arrived and then 
fled to the third floor of 
a residence at 503 Ge-

neva Ave. when they ap-
proached him. Police say 
they found a loaded 9mm 
gun when they searched 
the third-floor landing. 
Whitsey was charged 
with trespassing and 
illegal gun possession.

•••
Police on Area B-3 ar-

rested two men for illegal 
gun possession after a 
traffic stop on Blue Hill 
Avenue in Dorchester 
last Friday night. Police 
say a car with cancelled 
registration and occupied 
by two men was spotted 
by officers on patrol on 
Livingstone Street.

After the stop, police 
found that the driver, 
26-year-old Sebastian 
Gassant, had a suspend-
ed license and had an 
active warrant for his 
arrest on drug charges. 
The passenger, 19-year-
old Jaire Bagby, was 
found to be carrying a 
loaded gun. Both men 
were arrested.

•••
Last Saturday (Oct. 

24), police arrested a 
19 year old from Rox-
bury who was speeding 
without headlights after 
midnight on Blue Hill 
Avenue. Police say the 
driver was suspected to 
be operating the vehicle 
while high. A .22 caliber 
gun was found during a 
search of the car. The sus-
pect— named as Nazavi-
en Davis— was arrested 
and charged with illegal 
gun possession.

Carjacking thwarted; 
three teens arrested
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Baker warns about holiday plans as Covid cases continue to rise

Walsh advises no ‘direct contact’ with trick-or-treaters
By Daniel Sheehan

Reporter Staff
Mayor Walsh and the 

Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) are 
urging residents to cele-
brate Halloween safely 
this coming Saturday 
evening by avoiding tra-
ditional activities such 
as trick-or-treating, 
costume parties, and 
crowded, confined spac-
es like haunted houses, 
which raise the risk of 

spreading viruses.
“Halloween is one of 

the best nights, and 
what’s most important 
this year is that any 
person participating in 
activities does so in a 
way that is safe for not 
only themselves, but 
also their neighbors and 
community,” said the 
mayor.

 “We’re asking people 
to take the extra precau-
tions that are necessary 

this year, including 
avoiding direct contact 
with trick-or-treaters, 
wearing masks at all 
times, washing hands 
before eating any treats, 
and avoiding attending 
or hosting gatherings.” 

The guidance offered 
tips for safe trick-or-
treating, including keep-
ing the activity within 
the immediate family, 
setting up stations out-
doors with individually 

wrapped goodie bags, 
and wearing masks, not-
ing that costume masks 
are not substitutes for 
cloth face coverings.

Some risk-free activ-
ities encouraged by the 
BPHC include: carving 
pumpkins, virtual cos-
tume contests, a family 
Halloween movie night, 
or a trick-or-treat scav-
enger hunt at home. 

The safety notice con-
cluded with a caution 

about the risk of viral 
spread that comes with 
fright night.

“Keep in mind, if any 
Halloween activities 
may lead to screaming, 
make sure everyone is 
wearing a face cover-
ing and staying more 
than six feet apart. The 
greater the distance, the 
lower the risk of spread-
ing a respiratory virus.”

By State House
News Service

The safest way to cele-
brate Thanksgiving this 
year is with household 
members only, or vir-
tually with others, Gov. 
Baker and Health and 
Human Services Secre-
tary Marylou Sudders 
said on Tuesday. Their 
counsel came as state 
health officials  con-
firmed more than 1,000 
new infections for the 
fourth consecutive day 
and as the latest report 
shows all four of the 
state’s primary corona-
virus metrics trending 
in the wrong direction. 

Pointing to rising case 
numbers among Massa-
chusetts residents under 
age 30, Baker again said 
people should stop host-
ing parties and other 
large social gatherings. 
He urged younger peo-
ple, who may not experi-
ence severe symptoms of 
the respiratory disease, 
to think about the rela-
tives they might infect, 
the health care workers 
gearing up for a second 
surge, and the children 
whose ability to attend 
in-person school hinges 
on virus transmission 
numbers.

“The science on this 
one’s pretty clear – gath-
ering in groups indoors 
for an extended period 
of time with family and 
friends is likely the 
worst possible scenario 

for spreading the virus,” 
Baker said, adding that 
his own Thanksgiving 
celebration this year 
will be “immediate fam-
ily, and that’s it.” All 
families should “think 
long and hard about the 
well-being of your loved 
ones before you make 
your plans,” he added.

“If people do mark 
the holiday with friends 
and family outside their 
household, Baker said, 
they should limit guests 
as much as possible, 
keeping it “to your limit-
ed social network, those 
that you’ve seen on a 
pretty regular basis.”

Sudders said people 
should wear masks while 
together as they prepare 
meals, plate each per-
son’s food rather than 
serving family-style, 
open doors and windows, 
and get tested for Covid 
if they do gather. She 
said the state is working 

with testing sites to in-
crease their hours before 
Thanksgiving.

“There’s just no way 
around it,” she said. “The 
holidays need to look 
and feel very different 
this year.” 

The Department of 
Public Health reported 
1,025 new coronavirus 
infections Tuesday and 
announced the recent 
deaths of seven Covid-in-
fected individuals.  The 
seven-day average of 
the positive test rate is 
now 1.7 percent — more 
than double its low-point 
value of 0.8 percent from 
just more than a month 
ago.

Despite the steady 
climb in the percentage 
of tests that come back 
positive, DPH said Tues-
day that it still sees a 
“positive trend” in that 
metric. 

There were 567 people 
hospitalized with the 

virus in Massachusetts 
as of midday Tuesday, up 
by 17 patients from mid-
day Monday. The three-
day average number of 
hospitalized patients is 
552, up about 83 percent 
from its low point of 302 
patients, DPH said. 

As with the positive 
test rate, DPH said 
Tuesday that it sees a 
“positive trend” in the 
number of people hos-
pitalized. There are two 
hospitals in the state us-
ing their surge capacity 
(compared to a low of 
zero) and the three-day 
average of coronavirus 
deaths stands at 16, com-
pared to a low of nine. 

DPH said on Tuesday 
that both hospital read-
iness and the number of 
people who die of infec-
tion are “in progress.” 

Since Feb. 1, 149,361 
people in Massachu-
setts have been infected 
with the coronavirus. 

Since mid-March, 9,888 
people have died with 
confirmed or probable 
cases of Covid-19. A total 
of 2,665,975 people have 
been tested for the high-
ly contagious disease. 

Sudders said people 
should wear masks 
while together and as 
they prepare meals, 
plate each person’s food 
rather than serving fam-
ily-style, spend time out-
side and open doors and 
windows for ventilation 
when indoors, and get 
tested for Covid-19. She 
said the state is working 
with testing sites to in-
crease their hours before 
Thanksgiving.

“There’s just no way 
around it,” she said. “The 
holidays need to look 
and feel very different 
this year.”The Depart-
ment of Public Health 
suggests keeping visits 
short and dropping off 
meals made from tradi-

tional family recipes for 
relatives or neighbors. 
For those who do plan 
to celebrate with people 
they do not live with, the 
DPH says they should 
avoid hugging, shaking 
hands, singing, dancing, 
shouting or sharing food, 
and should not gather 
in-person with older 
adults, people with cer-
tain medical conditions 
or others at higher risk 
for severe illness from 
Covid-19.

The department’s hol-
iday  recommenda-
tions also include seat-
ing people with plenty 
of space instead of at one 
large table, minimizing 
contact with others and 
trips outside the home 
for 14 days before and 
after the celebration, 
and encouraging guests 
to bring food and drinks 
for themselves and their 
household only.
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Early vote heavy; city preps for Tuesday; alert on for ballot security

By Katie Trojano 
Reporter Staff

Joe Biden endorsed 
Rep. Ayanna Pressley 
this week, days ahead 
of her first re-election 
bid for the 7th District 
seat that she won in an 
upset victory over former 
Congressman Michael 
Capuano in 2018.

In a statement shared 
with the Reporter, Biden 
said: “Ayanna Pressley 
is a bold and committed 
advocate for the people 
of the Massachusetts’ 
7th District. Since she 

was elected to Congress, 
Ayanna has worked to 
advance racial, economic, 
education, housing, tran-
sit, and environmental 
justice. As we address the 
crises our nation faces, 
we will need leaders like 
Ayanna, who will orga-
nize, legislate, and fight 
tirelessly for the people 
she represents.” 

Pressley is unchal-
lenged on the general 
election ballot. But she 
said the endorsement 
signals the beginning 
of a strong partnership 

to advance progressive 
policies if Biden and 
Sen. Kamala Harris are 
elected next week. Press-
ley initially supported 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren’s 
candidacy, but backed 
Biden soon after Warren 
joined fellow candidates 
in endorsing the former 
vice-president.

“I consider [Biden] 
to be a dedicated and 
compassionate public 
servant and I’m doing 
everything I can in these 
last seven or eight days 
to ensure that he is 

elected,” said Pressley, 
who has been touring 
early voting sites in her 
in recent days.

Pressley says she’s 
“feeling encouraged.”

“The turnout was un-
precedented in the pri-
mary, people are getting 
the message that election 
day is right now,” she told 
the Reporter on Tuesday. 
“I’ve been thanking peo-
ple for voting and clearly 
understanding exactly 
what is at stake in this 
election.  Every election 
has consequences and we 

have certainly seen and 
experienced that acutely 
in the last few years, but 
in some elections the 
consequences are greater 
and that is certainly true 
in this one.” 

The contrast, Pressley 
said, is “very clear.”

“We have an admin-
istration now that has 
contempt for the Ameri-
can people, and Joe Biden 
and Kamala Harris will 
have committed partners 
who have compassion for 
the American people and 
certainly who will not be 

cavalier about human 
life,” she said.

In addition to Biden, 
Pressley has also notched 
endorsements from Sen-
ator Kamala Harris, Sen-
ator Elizabeth Warren, 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
and former Secretary of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment Julian Castro, 
as well as the Working 
Families Party, Move 
On, the Massachusetts 
SEIU State Council, the 
Massachusetts AFL-
CIO, and Our Revolution, 
among many others. 

Biden endorses Pressley’s re-election

more people that early 
vote, the more people 
that do mail-in ballots, 
the fewer people we’ll 
have in-person voting 
on Election Day, which 
will cut down the lines 
that will be at the voting 
locations.”

Dropbox sites have 
been made available at 17 
locations across the city 
— including the Grove 
Hall and Fields Corner 
library branches—for the 
130,000 Bostonians who 
submitted applications 
for mail-in ballots, 84 
percent of which have 
been fulfilled.

If you have received a 
mail-in ballot, but would 
prefer to vote in person 
on Tuesday, be sure to 
bring the mail-in ballot 
to your polling location on 

Election Day. Poll work-
ers will take the it from 
you, mark it “spoiled,” 
and give you an in-per-
son ballot to complete 
instead.

The marquee match-
up is, of course, the 
presidential contest, fea-
turing incumbent Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
Vice President Mike 
Pence against former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
and US Sen. Kamala 
Harris. Other offices on 
the ballot include: US 
Senate, Congress, state 
offices, and county seats, 
such as Suffolk County 
Register of Probate.

Massachusetts voters 
will be asked to vote “yes” 
or “no” on two ballot mea-
sures in Massachusetts. 
Question 1, if passed, 
would change the state’s 

“Right-to-Repair” law. 
Question 2 would create a 
ranked-choice voting sys-
tem in Massachusetts.

Security measures 
elevated 

On Monday, a 39-year-
old Boston resident was 
arrested in connection 
with a Sunday morning 
fire that was set in a 
ballot drop box outside 
the main branch of the 
Boston Public Library in 
Copley Square. The inci-
dent prompted Secretary 
of State William Galvin, 
the commonwealth’s elec-
tions overseer, to direct 
local officials to step 
up their security and 
monitoring of the drop 
boxes set up to receive 
early-voting ballots. Gal-
vin also asked the FBI to 
investigate the incident.

Boston Police identified 

Worldy Armand as the 
suspect. Shortly before 11 
p.m. on Sunday, officers 
assigned to a drug control 
unit spotted Armand, 
who matched the sus-
pect’s description, while 
they were patrolling the 
Copley Square area, ac-
cording to the BPD. 

Of the 122 ballots that 
were removed from the 
box after the fire, 87 were 
still legible enough to be 
processed, according to 
Galvin’s office. 

The city’s election de-
partment asked that 
anyone who dropped 
their ballot off outside 
the library between 2:30 
p.m. Saturday and 4 a.m. 
Sunday to call 617-635-
2211 to check the status 
of their ballot, which can 
also be done at trackmy-
ballotma.com.  

City election officials 
will mail new ballots 

to the 35 affected vot-
ers, Galvin said, and 
original ballots “will be 
hand-counted to the ex-
tent possible” for affected 
voters who do not submit 
new ballots.

A directive Galvin is-
sued to local election 
officials Sunday encour-
aged them to monitor 
early-voting drop boxes 
with video surveillance, 
close or relocate the box-
es in the late evening to 
prevent overnight tam-
pering, relocate boxes to 
entryways or lobbies of 
city or town halls, and 
increase the frequency of 
ballot collections, with a 
“clear chain of custody” 
for ballots retrieved from 
the boxes.

Polling locations
Voters who plan to go 

to the polls in person 
on Tuesday should dou-
ble-check their precinct 

locations, as 20 were 
changed in September.  
They can be found at bos-
ton.gov or go to sec.state.
ma.us/wheredoivotema.

In Dorchester, poll 
locations that were 
changed in September 
included: Ward 1, pre-
cinct 15 and Ward 13, 
precinct 3, where voters 
are to report to 270 Mt. 
Vernon St.; Ward 13, 
precincts 1-2, where the 
new location is the Win-
throp Elementary School, 
35 Brookford St.; Ward 
13, precincts 7-8, where 
voters should go to St. 
John Paul II Academy, 
790 Columbia Rd.; and 
Ward 17, precincts 1,3, 
where voters need to go to 
Codman Sq. Tech Center, 
450 Washington St.

State House News Ser-
vice reports were used in 
this article.
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Growing up in a working class family, Ed Markey’s 
life experiences have shaped the values he fights 
for in the United States Senate.

Ed has always led and delivered on the 
issues that matter most to our 
community…

SENATOR ED MARKEY

Ed is leading the fight for real climate action, environmental justice, and green job creation 
as the original co-author of the Green New Deal.

Ed Markey is an original co-sponsor of Medicare for All and is fighting to guarantee health 
care as a human right. 

Ed helped to create an unemployment insurance program for gig economy workers and 
independent contractors who are struggling during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Ed is leading legislation to abolish qualified immunity, a judge-made doctrine that 
protects law enforcement officers from being held accountable for excessive use of 
force or brutality. Because Black Lives Matter. 

Ed helped secure $60 billion in the Paycheck Protection Program for 
minority- and women-owned businesses who need the relief most.

Ed supports the Child Care for Working Families Act to ensure that childcare 
is affordable for families struggling in this economy.

This December, Ed secured $25 million for gun violence research and fights for 
the safety of our communities. 

Ed has cosponsored Senator Booker’s Commission to Study and Develop 
Reparation Proposals for African-Americans Act, the only reparations bill in 
the Senate, which establishes a commission to make recommendations of 
reparations proposals. 

Paid for by The Markey Committee

Vote early or on November 3 for Senator Ed Markey 
Go to edmarkey.com/vote to find your polling place.
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In anticipation of an 
abnormal Halloween, 
staff from the BPL’s 
Leventhal Center for 
Maps and Education 
have organized a “vir-
tual candy tour” that 
highlights several key 
elements of Boston’s 
storied candy-making 
history, including a 
handful of confectionary 
landmarks in Dorches-
ter. 

Rachel Mead, Public 
Engagement & Inter-
pretation Coordinator at 
the center, spearheaded 
much of the research 
for the project. She ex-
plained that the idea of 
exploring Boston’s candy 
story came to her while 
she was geo-transform-
ing maps for the Leven-
thal’s Atlascope tool.

“You can find some 
pretty cool stuff when 
you’re staring at these 
atlases all the time,” 
said Mead. “Something 
I noticed was all these 
candy factories and con-
fectioners...Boston has 
this really deep candy 
manufacturing history, 
and it’s true of all of 
Greater Boston.”

Today, most of those 
manufacturers have 
moved out of state, 
including many from 

“Confectioner’s Row,” 
a stretch of factories in 
Cambridge that gave 
the world sweets like 

Necco Wafers and Junior 
Mints. 

But the physical legacy 
of confectioners remains 
in Dorchester, largely in 
the form of the old Bak-
er Chocolate Company 
complex in Lower Mills, 
the oldest producer of 
chocolate in the country. 

Mead noted that from 
a cursory analysis of the 
antique Leventhal maps, 
the longevity of the Baker 
enterprise indicates its 
importance as a fixture 
in the community.

“There are not a lot 
of things on every map 
layer from the mid-19th 
century to the early-20th 
century, but Baker’s is 
one of them,” she said. 
“You can see it on the 
1874 and the 1933 map— 
a span of almost a dozen 
atlases from that time 
period. So, it’s long-lived, 
and it was clearly import-
ant to the neighborhood 
around it.”

The business opened 
as Baker’s Chocolate 
in Boston in 1780, at a 
time when a population 
of sweet-toothed New 
Englanders and the city’s 

central role in the noto-
rious triangular trade 
operation combined to 
create an environment 
ripe for chocolate-mak-
ing, but not for history. 

That trading prospered 
at the cost of countless 
lives. The region’s mer-
chants shipped goods 
like New England-made 
rum to Africa in trade 
for slaves who were then 
shipped back across the 
Atlantic to plantations in 
the Caribbean and, lat-
er, the American South 
where raw sugar/mo-
lasses, and then cotton, 
mostly harvested by 
slaves, were purchased 
and brought back to New 
England to make rum 
and to supply the cotton 
mills with the goods to 
make clothing.

In those days, a lack of 
refrigeration made choc-
olate a tricky business 
experience, explained 
Mead.

“Before there was re-
frigeration, with New 
England summers, you 
couldn’t do the chocolate 
trade yearlong. So a lot of 
factories, including Bak-
er’s, would stop manufac-
turing chocolate in the 
summer and temporarily 
become a paper mill or 
some other kind of mill.”

Maps of the time were 
created largely for fire 
insurance purposes and 
reveal little more than 
building material, zoning 
records, and property 
ownership. Neverthe-
less, the Baker lineage 
can be traced in the at-
lases alone, which show 
how the company was 
passed down through 
the generations for more 
than a century.

Henry Pierce, the 
step-nephew of Walter 
Baker, was the last “Bak-
er” to own the operation 
after inheriting it follow-
ing his uncle’s death in 
1852. Pierce expanded 
the factory’s footprint in 
Lower Mills and engaged 
in an extensive market-
ing and public relations 
campaign to raise the 
chocolatier’s internation-
al profile.

 Pierce went on to be-
come a congressman and 
mayor of Boston. Upon 

his death in 1896, Boston 
renamed the intersection 
outside the Baker Choc-
olate Factory in Lower 
Mills “Pierce Square.”

Baker’s chocolate did 
have some competition 
in Dorchester, but most 
were in-house or small 
storefront operations 
that struggled to com-
pete with the scale and 
resources of the large 
factory, said Mead. 

While city directories 
reveal dozens of smaller 
manufacturers along 
Dorchester Ave. and 
other thoroughfares, she 
noted, “It’s hard to find 
the little stores, and the 
smaller stories that go 
along with them.”

However, the discourse 
around candy was well 
recorded in the local 
press. Using metals or 
chemicals for coloring 
was frowned upon, and 
attaining a certain purity 
or high quality of candy 
was prized, with Bak-
er’s ads proudly touting 
their own purity: “No 
chemicals are used in 
any of Walter Baker & 
Co’s Chocolate and Co-
coa preparations. These 
preparations have stood 
the test of public approv-
al for more than one hun-
dred years, and are the 
acknowledged standard 
of purity and excellence.”

Mead discovered one 
particularly testy ex-
change around an edi-
torial that discouraged 
people from buying candy 
for their kids. An an-
gry letter to the editor 
rebutted the author’s 
anti-candy stance: “Shall 
we next ban wheat, corn, 
and molasses?” they 
wrote. 

While candy discourse 
has mellowed in the 
last hundred years or 
so, New Englanders are 
still eager to voice their 
strong opinions in a pub-
lic forum. Mead said she 
had fun researching the 
topic, which remains a 
key aspect of the region’s 
history.

“I enjoyed digging up 
something really specific 
and very meaningful to 
the fabric of how these 
communities grew,” she 
said. 
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The BPL’s ‘virtual candy tour’ explores Boston’s chocolate past

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
Suffolk Probate and family Court

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
Docket No. SU20C0313CA

in the MATTER of: 
JULIAN ERNESTO 

SANTIAGO HENRIQUEZ
A Petition to Change Name of 

Adult has been filed by Jovanni 
Enrique Santiago Henriquez of 
Dorchester, MA requesting that 
the court enter a Decree changing 
their name to:

Julian Ernesto Santiago
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance at: Suffolk 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
11/20/2020. This is not a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 19, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY 

COURT 
24 NEW CHARDON STREET

BOSTON, MA 02114
617-788-8300

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY
PUBLICATION AND MAILING
Docket No. SU20W1260WD

MARIA FERNANDA 
CERNA CASTELLANOS

vs.
JAYSANDER PLAZA CORREA
Upon  motion of plaintiff for an order 

directing the defendant, to appear, 
plead, or answer, in accordance with 
Mass R Civ.P./ Mass R. Dom. Rel. P. 
Rule 4, it appearing to the court that 
this is an action for Custody/Support/
Parenting Time.

Pursuant to Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 444, an Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered against the above 
named parties. Defendant cannot be 
found within the commonwealth and his/
her present whereabouts are unknown. 
Personal service on defendant is there-
fore not practicable, and defendant has 
not voluntarily appeared in this action.

It is Ordered that defendant is directed 
to appear plead, answer, or otherwise 
move with respect to the complaint herein 
on or before December 10, 2020.

Date: September 20, 2020
Hon. Janine D. Rivers

Justice of Probate 
and Family Court

Published: October 29, 2020

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY 

COURT 
24 NEW CHARDON STREET

BOSTON, MA 02114
617-788-8300

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY
PUBLICATION AND MAILING
Docket No. SU20W1285WD
JOELLY BELLIARD PENA

vs.
JARCEL M. SOTO

Upon  motion of plaintiff(s)/peti-
tioner(s) for an order directing the 
defendant(s)/respondent(s), to appear, 
plead, or answer, in accordance with 
Mass.R.Civ.P./Mass.R.Dom.Rel.P. Rule 
4, it appearing to the court that this is 
an action for Custody/Support/Parenting 
Time filed on September 09, 2020.

Defendant(s)/Respondent(s)  cannot 
be found within the Commonwealth and 
defendant(s)/respondent(s) present 
whereabouts are unknown. Personal 
service on defendant is therefore not 
practicable, and defendant(s)/respon-
dent(s) has/have  not voluntarily appeared 
in this action.

It is Ordered that defendant(s)/respon-
dent(s) is/are directed to appear, plead, 
answer, or otherwise move with respect 
to the complaint herein on or before 
January 07, 2021.

Date: October 16, 2020
Hon. Framcis M. Giordano

Justice of Probate 
and Family Court

Published: October 29, 2020

LEGAL NOTICES

19th century advertisements for Baker’s Chocolate featured the company’s 
trademark “La Belle Chocolatiere” illustration and touted the purity of their 
cocoa, made “without metals or chemicals.”



October 29, 2020  	 THE REPORTER        	 Page 7dotnews.com

By Daniel Sheehan
Reporter Staff

It has been three years 
since the community at 
Boston International 
Newcomers Academy 
(BINCA) rallied around 
Taylor Sabky in a last-
ditch effort to save her 
son, Purnell, who had 
been diagnosed at a 
young age with Type A 
Niemann-Pick Disease, 
an ultra-rare and incur-
able lipid disorder that 
affects fewer than 2,000 
people worldwide. 

As he faced a life ex-
pectancy of just a couple 
of years, the odds were 
stacked against “Nell,” 
as his family called him. 
He passed away after a 
courageous battle last 
December.

Now, with a network 
of supporters and an ad-
vocacy platform, Sabky 
and her husband Sam 
are looking to ensure 
that Purnell’s short life 
will have a lasting im-
pact on the future of 
Niemann-Pick and on 
rare disease treatments 
in general.

Sabky, who still teach-
es at the BINCA school 
on Maxwell Street in 
Dorchester, told the Re-
porter that her family’s 
long, difficult journey 
for treatment began with 
very little hope. “When 
we got the diagnosis,” 
she said, “we were told 
that there weren’t any 
options, and that the best 
advice was to go home 
and love your kid.”

Rather than stand by 
passively, Sabky sought 
out more proactive ap-
proaches and discov-
ered the Wylder Nation 
Foundation, an organi-
zation started by parents 
of another child with 
Niemann-Pick. There, 
Sabky learned about a 
promising gene therapy 
treatment that, with an 
injection of funding for 
late-stage research and 

safety testing, could be 
ready during Purnell’s 
lifetime.

After Sabky started 
a Facebook page and 
GoFundMe campaign 
called “Save Purnell 
Today,” her school com-
munity and neighbors 
sprang into action. “We 
accomplished our goal 
of $750,000. We raised 
that in the month of June 
2017,” said Sabky. 

“It was an incredible 
ride,” she added. “We 
received so much sup-
port from our local com-
munity here in Boston 
and beyond, and it was 
extremely overwhelming 
to be able to contribute 
that money toward the 
development of a treat-
ment option where there 
has been none before.”

Sabky recalled the 
generosity and support 
of her students and 
colleagues at BINCA, 

which she called “inspi-
rational.”

“It’s really hard to put 
into words how much the 
BINCA community has 
meant to me personally 
and to our family,” she 
said.

“The community we 
serve is recently arrived 
immigrant students, 
all English language 
learners, predominantly 
low-income, and they’ve 
faced tremendous trau-
ma and are enduring 
tremendous trauma, so 
they have very difficult 
situations of their own, 
and somehow find it in 
their hearts to embrace 
you. 

“Students were always 
asking me how I was 
doing, how my son was 
doing. When we were 
doing the campaign, I 
had a student who was 
living in a homeless shel-
ter and she donated $10 

and told me, ‘I’m sorry it 
couldn’t be more.’ They 
were stopping me in the 
hallway to give me $5 or 
change from their pock-
et. Anything they could 
do, they were doing, and 
it was tremendously in-
spirational.”

After running into 
safety testing road-
blocks, the gene therapy 
treatment was delayed 
and it became clear it 
would not be ready in 
time for Purnell. 

“However,” said Sabky, 
“it is still being devel-
oped, and they are still 
working on those safety 
studies, so the money 
that we raised is still 
contributing to a po-
tential treatment down 
the line, just not in the 
timeline we had hoped 
for initially.”

Instead, the Sabkys 
pivoted to another po-
tential medication option 

— a fatty acid amide hy-
drolase inhibitor— that 
could potentially slow the 
effects of the disease. A 
“lightning speed” process 
saw the medicine admin-
istered to Purnell in a 
matter of months.

“We found out about it 
in late December, and he 
received the treatment 
three months later, in 
March. It was an in-
credible timeline that 
almost never happens in 
the medical community, 
and even so it felt like 
an eternity for us, seeing 
Nell decline. 

“But when he received 
the treatment we felt like 
it was helping to slow 
that decline. We noticed 
a significant difference 
from how he was going 
with no treatment to 
when he started receiv-
ing this. It just gave us 
hope. We felt like we were 
getting more time with 

him, and it was quality 
time. He was alert, inter-
active, his sweet happy 
self. So, we felt with this 
treatment we were able 
to get a lot more time 
than without it.”

Now, Sabky is hoping 
that through sharing 
Nell’s story and raising 
awareness about Nie-
mann-Pick on social me-
dia and with the National 
Niemann-Pick Disease 
Foundation (NNPDF), 
other children might 
benefit from extended 
lifespans and a greater 
quality of life.

“All of the data that 
was collected with Nell 
will hopefully make it 
so that this medication 
would be available to 
other children in the 
future,” she explained. 
“Our plan as a family is 
to find a way to support 
families by sharing our 
story from diagnosis and 
beyond to advocacy, to 
how much you have to 
fight for whatever you 
want your experience to 
be with your child, and 
then finding the resourc-
es, the information, the 
support— all of those 
things we want to help 
families with because it’s 
a very difficult thing to 
navigate the day-to-day 
logistics while you’re also 
emotionally coping with 
such devastating news 
and potential.”

Just the simple act 
of sharing her family’s 
story goes a long way 
in raising the profile of 
Type A Niemann-Pick 
Disease and bringing 
a cure closer to reality, 
she said. “Many doctors 
may never encounter a 
patient with it, so it’s just 
a medical name. When 
we share our story, it 
puts a human side to the 
disease.”

To learn more about 
Purnell’s story, visit face-
book.com/SavePurnell-
Today.
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Teacher’s mission: Defeat disease that cost her son his life

First off, apologies for the 
quality of the full image due 
to the glass over the sampler.  
The smaller detail avoided 
some of the glare.

“It is not the lustre of gold, 
the sparkling of diamonds and 
emeralds, nor the splendour 
of the purple tincture that 
adorns or embellishes a wom-
an but gravity, discretion, 
humility and modesty.  Action 
and contemplation are no 
way inconsistent but rather 
reliefs to each other.   When 
you are engaged in study, 
throw business out of your 
thoughts, when in business, 
think of your business only.”

Louisa Maria Blake, Nov. 
1812

The first settlers in New 
England in the 17th century 
included young women who 

brought samplers with them 
to the New World.   There 
are occasional references to 
the textile arts in early docu-
ments, but very few examples 
remain.  Bed rugs and hearth 
rugs are some of the extant 
examples of this early work.  
The growing sophistication of 
the colonists over 200 years 
in New England resulted in 
greater demand for decorative 
arts in the home.

One of the popular types of 
needlework created by young 

women was the sampler.  
Samplers began as a way of 

recording examples of stitch-
es; therefore, a sampler was 
an exemplar of the various 
stitches that a young woman 
had mastered and wanted to 
remember.  

In the 21st century, we have 
come to call any needlework 
signed and dated by the mak-
er by the name of sampler.  
Perhaps the secret charm of 
samplers was that they were 
distinctly the expression of 
the mind of the girl or her 
mother or her teacher. In the 
second half of the 18th cen-
tury, samplers became more 
original pieces of work in-
corporating images of leaves 
and flowers, houses, dogs and 
birds, and other scenes from 
nature.

Most of the known surviv-
ing needlework pieces were 

created by schoolgirls.  By the 
mid-eighteenth century there 
were many schools serving 
to round out the education 
of young women.  Some were 
finishing schools designed to 
teach the arts of conversation 
and comportment.   Others 
called themselves academies 
and offered instruction in lan-
guages, reading, geography, 
and mathematics.  Both fin-
ishing schools and academies 
offered needlework instruc-
tion as vehicles for religious 
instruction and for furthering 
education in mathematics 
and the basics of the English 
language.

The archive of these histori-
cal posts can be viewed on the 
blog at dorchesterhistorical-
society.org. 

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
Dorchester Historical Society

The decorative arts in days of yore

A sampler made by Louisa 
Maria Blake in 1812.

Taylor Sabky with her husband Sam, her daughter Hayley, and her son Nell, center. Nell passed away 
from Type A Niemann-Pick disease in December of 2019.
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To the Editor: 
We must reform our voting system to accurately 

reflect the voices of voters. The current “first-past-
the-post” system can often be demoralizing and re-
stricting. Far too often, vote splitting occurs between 
similar candidates, and as a result, the winning 
candidate receives well below the majority of votes 
in an election. 

Just last month, New-
ton City Councilor Jake 

Auchincloss won the 4th Congressional District Dem-
ocratic primary with only 22.41 percent of the vote, 
which had been split between nine candidates. These 
results show that, right now, winning candidates can 
be backed by an unsettling fraction of the electorate. 
Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) would fix this.

How it actually works was shown in Maine in 
2018 when a state representative, Jared Golden, 
launched a campaign against Congressman Bruce 
Poliquin in the 2nd Congressional District. During 
the general election, more voters who in their ranked 
votes had supported Independents Tiffany Bond and 
Will Hoar (23,427 votes total) also preferred Golden 
over Poliquin, and once they were eliminated from 
the race, Bond’s and Hoar’s votes were distributed 

accordingly (10,427 to Golden and 4,474 to Poliquin). 
Golden won the race, 50.62 to 49.38. Plain and sim-
ple: RCV works.

Question 2 on the Massachusetts ballot next month 
would give voters in future elections the option of 
ranking candidates  numerically in order of pref-
erence, thus ensuring that a plurality of the votes 
will ultimately elect a candidate for any particular 
district. RCV guarantees that future winners will 
receive at least 50 percent of the vote.

In turn, the RCV system will mean that winning 
candidates have a wide base of supporters and are 
representative of the communities that they serve, 
which is critical as we all address pressing issues 
like systemic racism, equal pay, transportation, and 
redistricting. 

Furthermore, RCV allows more candidates to run 
without concern for vote splitting as the eliminated 
candidates’ supporters for second, or third, or more 
places will be part of the final mix. 

We must make sure that all our votes count, and 
that our voices are truly heard. Please vote yes on 
Question 2 on November 3rd.

– Matthew J. Shochat. Associate Member
 Ward 17 Democratic Committee
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Editorial

Letter to the Editor

By Lewis Finfer
Special to the Reporter

The Boston School Committee voted last week 
to change the Exam School Admissions Policy for 
the next year. A test will not be administered due 
to concerns about the spread of the coronavirus; 
instead, 20 percent of the students will be admitted 
based on grades and the other 80 percent of seats 
will be allocated to zip codes across the city related 
to numbers of school-age children.

This policy will likely change the racial and income 
makeup of the exam schools, which include Boston 
Latin School, Boston Latin Academy, and the John D. 
O’Bryant. That’s a good — and fair— development.

Right now, the neighborhoods of Codman Square, 
Hyde Park, East Boston, and Grove Hall are home to 
six times as many middle-school-age youth as West 
Roxbury. Yet students from West Roxbury take up 
almost as many seats at BLS as the other neigh-
borhoods combined. My daughter attended Boston 
Latin School and used to say it was a “Westy school.”

Sixty-nine percent of exam school applicants from 
Holy Name Catholic School in West Roxbury, the 
parochial school with the largest number of students 
enrolled in Boston Latin, had A+ averages in 2017. 
Is that possible? 

I’ve been working on this issue for 15 years. I re-
member a Boston Latin School teacher saying back 
in 2005 that all the applicants from Holy Name had 
A grades. She taught them and thought about half 
or so were really A students. Grade inflation could 
have been at work.

In the past, when comparing Boston Public School 
students who got numerical grades to private and 
parochial school students who got alphabetical 
grades, the method ended up favoring private and 
parochial school students.

Of the three exam schools, Boston Latin School is 
by far the least diverse. It is overwhelmingly white 
and Asian in a system that’s overwhelmingly Black 
and Latino. The other two exam schools, Boston Latin 
Academy and John D. O’Bryant, are far more diverse.

For many years, one-third of the students at the 
exam schools had to be Black and Hispanic as part 
of the federal desegregation court order.  Then in the 
1990s, a white parent challenged this for his daugh-
ter and won a lower court decision. Civil rights legal 
organizations held off from appealing the decision, 
because they felt it may have led to a court ruling 
against other affirmative action policies.  Boston’s 
exam schools went to grades and test scores and the 
number of Black and Latino students fell dramati-

cally in subsequent years.
Exam schools can be a 

ticket of opportunity for 
those fortunate enough 
to attend. I’ve met and 
worked with that gener-
ation of Black and Latino 
students who attended the exam schools before the 
diversity declined. They became clergy, community 
activists, business leaders.  Would that have hap-
pened anyway?  For some, yes. But for many others, 
it may not have without the opportunity. 

More white parents can afford to pay for test prepa-
ration courses for their children than can Black and 
Latino parents. This was true for me. I do work for 
a non-profit and don’t make a big salary, but I had 
this option when most Black and Latino families did 
not. My other child struggled with school, though he 
ended up getting a GED, and we are proud of his 
work now as an EMT.

I’ve organized meetings on this issue going back 
to with Mayor Menino and spoken to the last five 
Boston School superintendents about changing the 
admissions policy and correcting the comparative 
grades disparity standard. But they did not act on 
the issue.

This time around, the efforts of the Lawyers Com-
mittee for Civil Rights and the Boston NAACP led 
to this change and they should be congratulated. 
Superintendent Cassellius supported it.   Mayor 
Walsh had resisted the changes and had shut down 
a committee considering them three years ago. But, 
fortunately, he now supports the reforms and we 
thank him for that. Our organization was proud 
to sign on to the letter from community groups in 
support of the changes that was read on the night 
of the vote last week.

Many have rightly pointed out that we spend too 
much time on the exam schools when almost all 
Boston Public School students are not studying in 
them. It is true: All of our schools need improvement 
and deserve our focus.

The exam school change is only in place for one 
year. The test may be reinstated.  But if the allo-
cation of seats across zip codes is not kept, we will 
return to the old system and Boston Latin School 
being disproportionately white. And that would not 
be progress.

Lew Finfer is a Dorchester resident and co-director 
of the Dorchester based Massachusetts Communities 
Action Network.

Exam school admissions 
reform is long overdue

Lewis Finfer

Ranked Choice Voting is the way to go

Judge Amy Coney Barrett’s ascension to the Su-
preme Court on Monday triggered calls in Massachu-
setts for the immediate passage of new state abortion 
laws and praise from an advocacy group that said the 
pro-life judge had been unfairly pressed by abortion 
supporters during her confirmation hearings.

“It is the job of a judge to resist her policy pref-
erences,” Barrett said at her swearing-in ceremony 
on the South Lawn of the White House, following a 
52-48 confirmation vote by the US Senate. “It would 
be a dereliction of duty for her to give in to them.”

Massachusetts Citizens for Life said state abortion 
laws would remain in place in Massachusetts even if 
Roe v. Wade were to be overturned while knocking 
statements by “extreme abortion supporters” during 
the confirmation hearings.

 “Many citizens and national leaders have been 

troubled by this apparent litmus test and the double 
standard which makes acceptable dragging a person-
ally pro-life judge through the mud while promoting 
pro-abortion candidates,” the group said.

Said Massachusetts Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley: “By voting to confirm Barrett — a dan-
gerous, unqualified, far-right ideologue — to our 
nation’s highest court, Republicans’ contempt for 
the American people and our democracy could not 
be more clear — and the stakes could not be higher.

“With Barrett on the court, she added, “healthcare 
access for millions of Americans is now at risk, along 
with our bodily autonomy, our right to marriage 
equality, our sacred right to vote, our right to livable 
wages, and countless other protections.”

– MICHAEL P. NORTON
SHNS

Abortion debate stirs in Massachusetts

The choice could not be clearer: I’ll cast my vote 
for Joe Biden and Kamala Harris next Tuesday. A 
lopsided proportion of my neighbors, if they haven’t 
already, will do the same.

This is not wishful thinking. In 2016, the Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton won 80.5 percent of the vote 
in Boston. Trump-Pence finished the day with 13.8 
percent of the vote citywide. 

The Republican ticket did not carry a single pre-
cinct in the city of Boston four years ago. The closest 
Trump came to winning a polling station here was at 
Florian Hall (16-12), where he received 46 percent. 
He also performed well at Dorchester’s Kenny School 
(16-9, Adams Corner) with 42 percent. 

It won’t be that close this time, even in rose-colored, 
mainly-white enclaves. While it won’t surprise any-
one to know that Trump is on track to get thumped 
in historic fashion in Boston, it is the margin of the 
thumping that portends bigger trouble for the GOP 
far beyond the 617 area code.

This week, a poll conducted by UMass and WCVB-
TV finds that Biden holds a 35-point lead over Trump 
in Massachusetts. If it holds true, that means that 
Biden will defeat Trump in the Bay State by a margin 
that will be 8 points larger than Clinton’s victory in 
2016. 

Boston, which was already going to break big for 
any Democrat challenging this president, will also 
likely see a bump in the margin.  Joe Biden— an 
Irish Catholic who hails from a working-class section 
of Scranton, PA that is not unlike our own neighbor-
hood— is more appealing to right-leaning voters who 
share his ancestry and faith.

This time, there is little of the gender bias and an-
imosity in play that animated the anti-Clinton vote 
in 2016. And Kamala Harris, herself a promising and 
accomplished national leader, is a compelling running 
mate who will make history as the first woman and 
first person of color to serve as vice president.  She 
is likely to drive up turnout too.

But, it’s the anti-Trump sentiment that’s the big mo-
tivator here in Boston and across the Commonwealth. 
There has been ample grist for that mill over the last 
four years. The phony businessman persona cultivated 
on staged TV vehicles like The Apprentice has been 
thoroughly exposed for what it always was: a fraud. 
Worse still, Trump has not at any point checked the 
most dangerous elements of fringe America: white 
supremacists and anti-government fascists. Instead, 
he has enabled and empowered them. Each of these 
individual offenses should be disqualifying on its own.

Most recently, though, it’s the rank incompetence 
of Trump’s administration when faced with a legiti-
mate domestic crisis that has taken center stage. We 
literally could not have picked a worse person to lead 
the nation through Covid.

Our state, and especially our neighborhoods, have 
been hard hit by the outbreak that Trump and his 
team clearly fumbled early, often, and right up until 
this writing. 

Meanwhile, as this bizarre and ghastly election year 
has worn on, Biden’s finest qualities have proven a 
stark and welcome contrast to the pouting, petulant, 
and poisonous individual whom he’ll succeed in the 
White House. It’s easy to see why President Obama 
chose him as his running mate. 

Like Obama, Biden’s empathy, his sense of decency, 
his innate respect for people, and for the institutions 
of our nation, come through in an authentic way. Like 
Obama, he chose a former rival, Harris, who was 
perhaps his sharpest critic in the primary season, to 
run alongside him. It was not only a shrewd electoral 
choice; it also demonstrated that when it comes to 
governing, Biden is eager to get different ideas and 
not just hire sycophants who will tell him what he 
wants to hear.

Biden is the right choice for a nation in crisis— and 
not just because he is not Donald J. Trump. His life 
has prepared him for this moment. And the choice 
has never been more clear.	  – Bill Forry

Biden for President
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THIS IS THE MAN WHO WANTS A SECOND TERM

With unlimited deposit insurance 
and branches that have remained open 
since the start of the pandemic, Bank  
of Canton is there for you.

Visit one of our branches today, and 
let us help you!

888.828.1690
www.ibankcanton.com

Member FDIC. Member DIF.
NMLS #408169.

Through tough times,  
we have you covered.

By Bill Walczak
Reporter Columnist

Election Day is nigh. I am a person 
who believes in government’s capacity 
to do good and in policy as the vehi-
cle for change.  As a result, it is not 
possible for me to ignore the political 
world.  I have assumed that in their 
endorsements national and regional 
news outlets had made a sufficient case 
against the Trump Administration and 
its disastrous impact on our democracy, 
and that therefore writing a column 
about the presidential election would 
be superfluous.  

But then I thought about the fact that 
in my own Savin Hill precinct (Ward 
13, Precinct 10), the split in the 2016 
election between Hillary Clinton and 
Trump was 70-23.  Yes, 23 percent of 
my neighbors had voted for Donald 
Trump. (Overall, Trump won just 
under 14 percent of the Boston vote 
in Nov. 2016.) 

So, lest my neighbors continue to 
think that chaos is better than some-
times erratic governance, here’s a 
litany of things to think about as you 
cast your ballot:

• We in the US make up 4 percent of 
the world’s population – and 25 percent 
of the world’s Covid deaths.

• Trump ignored the “Playbook for 
Early Response to High-Consequence 
Emerging Infectious Disease Threats 
and Biological Incidents” prepared by 
the National Security Council.

ˆ• Trump told Bob Woodward that 
“It goes through air… this is deadly 
stuff,” then told America “It’s going to 
disappear one day; it is like a miracle.”

• He recommended unproven and 
ineffective hydroxychloroquine and 
injecting disinfectants into bodies to 
stop the virus.

• He fired the non-partisan inspec-
tors general who protect the country 
from political crime.

• Authoritarian Trump: “When 
somebody’s the president of the Unit-
ed States, the authority is total.” He 
cleared a lawful demonstration with 
grenades, tear gas, and the military 
so he could take a photo standing in 
front of a closed church while holding 
a Bible. He said that “torture works.”

• His order to remove children from 
their parents at the border now has 
left 545 children without their parents, 
and our government doesn’t know how 
to get in touch with them.

• Rush Limbaugh, who said, “If any 
race of people should not 

have guilt about slavery, it’s Cauca-
sians,” is given a Presidential Medal 
of Freedom.

• Trump calls the press “truly the 
enemy of the people,” says that stories 
that contradict him are “Fake News,” 
and introduces the term “alternative 
facts.”

• Trump refuses to investigate claims 
that Russia offered bounties to Afghans 
to kill American soldiers. He also says, 
in the face of US intelligence reports to 
the contrary, that he believes Putin’s 
claims that Russia hadn’t interfered 
in our 2016 election. 

• Donald Trump promoted birther-
ism against Barack Obama, and he 
echoes Q-Anon conspiracies, among 
them that Osama Bin Laden is still 
alive and that the Obama-Biden gov-
ernment had the US Seals team that 
went after him killed to cover up the 
real story.

• He banned people from our shores 
based on their religion, canceled the 
DACA program, which  was allow-
ing some 650,000 immigrants brought 
to the country as children to live and 
work in the United States without fear 
of deportation.

• He severely limited asylum claims 
and refugee admissions, and tried 
to prevent the census from counting 
non-citizens.

• His appointed Attorney General, 
William Barr, issued a redacted sum-
mary of the Mueller Report that covered 
up obstruction of justice and collusion 
crimes by the Trump campaign. Trump 

has also been demanding that Barr 
prosecute Trump’s political enemies, 
first of all his Democratic opponent in 
the presidential campaign.

• Trump said there were “very fine 
people on both sides” in Charlottes-
ville white nationalist rally. At the 
first presidential debate, he told the 
white supremacist group Proud Boys 
to “stand back and stand by.”

• He contests evidence that he paid 
no income taxes for many years, but 
refuses to provide evidence that he did.

• He has politicized the profession-
al departments within the Justice 
Department, the Centers for Disease 
Control, Health and Human Services, 
and the State Department.

• He regularly promised pardons to 
associates implicated in illegal acts. 
He actually  pardoned his adviser, 
Roger Stone, who had been convicted 
of 7 felonies. He had Barr file to drop 
the cases against his onetime national 
security adviser, Michael Flynn, who 
admitted lying to the FBI, and he re-
leased former campaign manager Paul 
Manafort, convicted of corruption, to 
home confinement

• Trump has worked to destabilize 
NATO, calling it “obsolete.” He em-
braces dictators while disparaging 
our allies.

• He has arranged for government 
agencies to use his hotels and other 
facilities at exorbitant rates, e.g., 
$137,000 for golf carts for the Secret 
Service and others at Trump-owned 
golf courses!

• He ran up a $2.4 trillion dollar 
deficit in boom years 2017-19, which 
Trump called “...the best economy 
we’ve ever had in the history of our 
country.” During his term to date, our 
national debt has increased by over $7 
trillion. This happened while he was 
passing trillion-dollar tax cuts that 
mainly benefitted corporations and 
the wealthy.

• His untrue statements prompted 
the media to create fact checking op-
erations that have put his lying rate 
at 5,500 lies per year.

• He took money from the military to 
build a southern border wall that gov-
ernment officials said would not work. 

• He calls climate change a hoax, and 
took the US out of the Paris Agreement. 
He cut the regulations on greenhouse 
gas, rescinded auto efficiency stan-
dards, expanded offshore drilling, and 
made public land available to private 
corporations for exploitation.

• He is removing the US from the 
World Health Organization in the 
middle of a pandemic.

• He has pursued a case to the 
Supreme Court that has as its goal 
the elimination of Obamacare, which 
would result in 20 million Americans 
losing health insurance in the middle 
of a pandemic.

• He advocated for the eventual ad-
dition of another conservative Supreme 
Court justice a week before Election 
Day, and, as part of the push, he ad-
mitted that he would need her vote if 
the election winds up there.

If you need another perspective, 
you might turn to the Manchester 
(NH) Union Leader, a very stalwart 
conservative newspaper, which en-
dorsed Joe Biden, breaking 100 years 
of Republican endorsements, stating 
“President Trump is not always 100 
percent wrong, but he is 100 percent 
wrong for America.”

Neighbors, I could go on with Trump’s 
harmful and disparaging language 
about women, the disabled, and our own 
war veterans, or his stating that he is 
not committed to a peaceful transition 
of power if he loses. I hope you can see 
some reasons why Mr. Trump is a poor 
choice.  His administration has been a 
nightmare for America.  Hopefully it 
will begin to end next Tuesday.

Bill Walczak lives in Dorchester and 
is a co-founder and past president of 
Codman Square Health Center. His 
column appears weekly in the Reporter.

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P0081EA

ESTATE OF:
FANNIE HOWARD

DATE OF DEATH: 11/20/2020
To all interested persons:
A  Petition for Formal Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by The Bostonian Nursing Care 
of Dorchester, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: Mark Booth of 
Middleboro, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
With Personal Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 11/19/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: October 05, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE
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Tenants can again seek ‘rent relief ’ from Boston fund

Lafountain, Burt		  Meyer, Michelle	 Birt, Justin P	 75 Tuttle St #75	 Dorchester		  10/05/20	 $855,000
Specht, Aaron J		  Leclerc, Westley			   59 Fuller St #59	 Dorchester		  10/08/20	 450,000
Burns, Anastasia B		  Burns, Anastasia S			   27 Richfield St	 Dorchester		  10/05/20	 10,000
Burns, Anastasia S		  Burns, Anastasia	 Lopes-DaRosa, Kabi	 1 Puritan Ave		 Dorchester		  10/05/20	 10,000
Jean, Edson	 Jean, Isabel	 Benghanem, Kara			   521 Park St		  Dorchester		  10/09/20	 875,000
368 Centre St Dev LLC		  Down, Patrick	 Dowd, Maura	 368 Centre St	 Dorchester		  10/06/20	 925,000
Abou-Ezzi, Marc		  Morgan, Devon G			   41 Armandine St	 Dorchester		  10/05/20	 942,000
44 Mora St Dev LLC		  Titley-Smith, Monica			   44 Mora St		  Dorchester		  10/05/20	 915,000
Santana, Daysa C	 Gonzalez, Richal	 Boston Hsng Stabilization			   86 Woodrow Ave	 Dorchester		  10/09/20	 715,000
Harris, James	 Acevedo, Abraham	 Nguyen, Nho V			   703 Adams St #13	 Dorchester		  10/05/20	 285,000
61 Mascot Street LLC		  Moses, Robert C			   61 Mascot St	Mascot St	 Dorchester		  10/07/20	 405,000
Rogers, Benjamin		  Decenzo, Gregory C	 Nissim, Allen M	 15 Myrtlebank Ave	 Dorchester		  10/09/20	 855,000
366 Centre St Dev LLC		  Dowd, Patrick			   366 Centre St #1	 Dorchester		  10/07/20	 825,000
366 Centre St Dev LLC		  Dowd, Patrick			   366 Centre St #2	 Dorchester		  10/07/20	 825,000
366 Centre St Dev LLC		  Dowd, Patrick			   366 Centre St #3	 Dorchester		  10/07/20	 825,000
Zygouras, Kosma	 Zygouras, Andrea	 Hnitecki, Elizabeth			   71 Church St #1	 Dorchester		  10/09/20	 535,000
Delzer, Derek	 Sierra, Melanie	 Johnson, Matthew C	 Johnson, Melissa C	 48 Sawyer Ave #1	 Dorchester		  10/09/20	 795,000
Robayna, Matthew S	 Fernandez, Thomas P	 Rizutko, Steven	 Bray, Josephine	 39 Sagamore St #2	 Dorchester		  10/08/20	 540,000
Meneades, Christopher		  Kovler, Matti			   9 Park St #1	Park St	 Dorchester		  10/09/20	 638,000
Young, John	 Parks, Lauren	 Rushworth, Michael L	 Rushworth, Chelsey	 47 Coffey St #47	 Dorchester		  10/06/20	 899,000
Butler, John R		  Nasznic, Bryan	 Kuzoian, Michaela	 11 Juliette St #3	 Dorchester		  10/09/20	 512,500
Houlihan, Michael M	 Gielowski, Allison M	 1080 Adams Street LLC			   1080 Adams St #2	 Dorchester		  10/06/20	 729,000
Wojcik, Heather		  12 Carson 2G Dot St LLC			   12 Carson St #B	 Dorchester		  10/09/20	 560,000

	 Buyer 	 Seller 	 Address 		  Date 	 Price

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

Taylor Cain, director of the 
Mayor’s Housing Innovation 
Lab, said that the city has 
received about 600 applica-
tions over the course of the 
last week. 

“In this round, the re-open-
ing is a bit different because 
in the first two rounds of the 
rental relief process it was a 
lottery,” Cain told the Report-
er. “We had folks complete a 
pre-screening form, then they 
were entered into a lottery, 
given a ranking, and then sent 
over to one of our three part-
ner agencies to complete an 
application where they were 
then answering additional 
questions and providing sup-
plemental materials.”

After verifying eligibility, 
partner non-profit agencies 
will next calculate how much 
assistance is needed and send 
landlords payment directly.

“For this reopening, we’ve 
streamlined the process so 
the only point of entry is an 
application form that’s avail-
able online where folks are 
providing information about 
their household, the ways 

that they’ve been economi-
cally impacted by Covid, their 
monthly rent amount, how 
much rent they owe. They’re 
also providing us with contact 
information for their landlord 
and property managers,” said 
Cain.

Another new aspect of the 
fund: Property owners who 
receive funds must notify 
the city’s Office of Housing 
and Stability if there are any 
changes in tenancies and 
commit to working with a 
mediator. 

“I think that’s a really 
important dimension of this 
particular program,” said 
Cain. “Really ensuring that 
we’re asking landlords to make 
a commitment to housing 
stability.” 

Dorchester, East Boston, 
and Roxbury saw the most 
demand for relief funds in the 
earlier rounds, according to 
city officials. 

The office has also created a 
separate template for renters 
who don’t have a lease or ten-
ancy agreement in place. Vol-
unteers are currently sifting 
through the bulk of applica-

tions and notifying tenants 
that were deemed ineligible 
based on their responses. 

“They automatically get an 
email explaining the reason for 
their ineligibility and then we 
provide an opportunity to ap-
peal that decision,” said Cain. 

“For those who seem to pass 
that initial eligibility, we have 
folks going through and con-
firming that all of their materi-
als are in place before sending 
over to vendors to get the final 
documentation from landlords 
and issue payments.” 

Dominique Williams, dep-
uty director of the Office of 
Housing Stability,  said that 
between a week ago Monday 
and last Friday the office “re-
ceived 330 calls in general, 
and about 100 from people 
who specifically requested 
information about the rental 
relief fund.” 

Many are people who al-
ready received funds in an ear-
lier round, she said, but who 
“still have not been brought 
back up to speed in terms of 
their finances or in terms of 
the money that they’re able 
to make.”

“We’re still hearing from 
people who are either part-
time or whose hours have been 
drastically reduced who are 
looking to go back to work full 
time,” she said. “I think that is 
going to be something where... 
it will take quite a while for it 
to be no longer necessary. We 
don’t know how long this is 
going to last.” 

Williams said the office 
is fielding calls about the 
state-funded Residential As-
sistance for Families in Tran-
sition (RAFT) as well.

“A lot of people are not able 
to access RAFT in a timely 
manner, and with the eviction 
moratorium lifting, people are 
definitely getting nervous or 
have already received notices 
to quit from their landlords,” 
she said. “They’ve applied for 
RAFT funding maybe within 
the past few months and just 
have not heard back.”

Although the state mora-
torium on evictions and fore-
closures ended on Oct. 17, a 
federal ban through the CDC 
remains in effect until Dec. 
31. Tenants are required to 
sign and submit a declaration 

to their landlord stating that 
they qualify for protection 
under the federal moratorium. 

“I hope that going forward, 
media outlets will start to 
call attention to the CDC 
moratorium declaration,” said 
Williams. “Folks should sign 
it if they are in any need of 
financial assistance or they’re 
feeling like their landlord may 
come after them with an evic-
tion notice.”

The declaration is trans-
lated  into 11 languages and 
available on the city’s Office 
of Housing Stability website 
so eligible tenants can sign it 
and send it to their landlord.  
A person’s immigration sta-
tus is not asked about during 
the Rental Relief application 
process and receiving funds 
does not impact other financial 
assistance that a person may 
be already receiving. 

Qualified residents inter-
ested in applying to this 
round of funding can sub-
mit their application online 
at: boston.gov/departments/
neighborhood-development/
office-housing-stability/rent-
al-relief-fund.

By Reporter Staff
Tenants in a 207-unit apart-

ment complex on Morton 
Street in Mattapan announced 
this week that they have 
signed an agreement with 
their landlord that will protect 

them from large rent increases 
over the next five years. 

The Morton Village apart-
ment complex was sold to a 
new owner, Avanath Capital, 
in July. This week, the tenants 
and the company agreed to a 

deal that promises five-year 
leases for all residents with 
rent increases of 3 percent per 
year for the first three years, 
and 3.25 percent for the fourth 
and fifth years. For residents 
over 70, rent increases will 

hold steady at 3 percent per 
year for the whole five years. 

The deal was negotiated 
with support from City Life/
Vida Urbana, the city of Bos-
ton’s Dept. of Neighborhood 
Development, and Greater 
Boston Legal Services. In 
the weeks leading up to the 
agreement, virtual meetings 
of the Morton Village Tenant 
Association attracted dozens 

of residents, and more than 
100 residents signed a letter to 
Avanath Capital Management 
asking for negotiations with 
the goal of creating long-term 
housing stability. 

“For the next five years, 
these renters won’t have to 
worry about eviction or un-
affordable rent hikes,” said 
Gabrielle René, an organizer 
with City Life/Vida Urbana.

Morton Village residents reach a 
rental accord with their landlord
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29   
from 6 PM to 7 PM

WE’LL HAVE THE SAME GREAT VIBE, SAME GREAT  
ENTERTAINMENT, AND YOUR FAVORITE CELEBRITY CHEFS!

2020-STYLE VIRTUAL EVENT 

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS

FOR TICKET AND DONATION INFORMATION, VISIT  
CODMAN.ORG/MENOFBOSTONCOOK
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ern border. It occupies 
a 27,000-square-foot 
space, or about one-quar-
ter of the size of the South 
Bay store. 

When Target signed 
on for a ten-year lease 
in 2019, the company’s 
spokesperson, Jacque-
line DeBuse, said it was  
“excited to bring an easy, 
convenient shopping ex-
perience to more guests 
in the greater Boston 
area with this new Tar-
get store.”

The mini- Target is 
part of a national strat-
egy by the chain to 
locate smaller footprint 
stores in urban markets, 
including locations in 
Roslindale, Brookline, 
and Beacon Hill, which 
also opened its doors last 
week.

The space that Target 
now fills has had a rocky 
time staying filled. Pre-
decessors, which have 
included Fallas, Home-
Goods, and A.J. Wright, 
have all gone belly up. 
Cifrino and his new 
tenants, however, seem 
bullish on the chances of 

hitting a bulls-eye with 
this one. And the mar-
quee national chain’s 
debut comes just weeks 
ahead of another major 
opening that has been 
over a year in the mak-
ing.

The Slawsby family, 
which operates Save-

A-Lot grocery stores in 
Roxbury, Roslindale, 
and Brockton, has been 
working to renovate and 
re-open a supermarket in 
the 20,000-square-foot 
space closest to the Ge-
neva Avenue side of the 
nearly 250,000- square-
foot mall. It will fill a 

huge grocery void in the 
neighborhood left when 
America’s Food Basket 
closed last January. 

The supermarket was 
supposed to open in May, 
but when Covid set-
tled into the region last 
spring, the renovations 
were paused, too. Now, 
the Slawbys are plan-
ning to open sometime 
before Christmas as a 
PriceRite Marketplace. 
Along with a completely 
refurbished store, the 
market will create 40 
jobs— many of them for 
neighbors who can walk 
there from the dense 
residential side streets 
around Fields Corner 
and Bowdoin-Geneva. 

A site visit last week 
showed the space com-
pletely empty, await-
ing a final floor polish 

and inspections before 
workers can haul in 
freezers, shelves, and 
products. The gut rehab 
of what was originally 
an MBTA trolley barn 
ended up being a much 
larger project than first 
expected, according to 
Jonathan Slawsby, who 
will operate the store 
with his brother Todd 
and his dad, 83-year-old 
Harold Slawsby. 

“The exterior walls and 
sub-floor are only things 
really left from the origi-
nal space,” Slawbsy said. 
“Tom [Cifrino] has spent 
a lot of time and money 
improving the plaza over 
the years. And we decid-
ed that the community 
deserves a nicer physical 
plant than what they had 
in here before.”

Much of the work that 
has been done won’t be 
immediately apparent to 
customers who frequent-
ed the old America’s Food 
Basket.

“We replaced the en-
tire HVAC and electri-
cal system. We spent a 
month and a half dig-
ging up the floors,” said 
Slawsby. “The amount of 
drain work we had to do 
was significant. We had 
to put in 19 new drains.”

The elder Slawsby 
started working at his 
family’s meat market in 
Fields Corner when he 
was 14 year-old.  

“He loves the idea of 
being back in that neigh-
borhood and that’s driv-
en us to get this done,” 
said Jonathan. “We could 
have cut down the time 
– if we cut corners and 
then dealt with problems 

down the road. But we 
plan to operate there for 
the next 30 years.”

That sort of long-term 
commitment is music to 
the ears of Tom Cifrino, 
who thinks that the 
Slawsbys and Target— 
along with his other 
tenants— are entering 
this market at an oppor-
tune time. 

Like the Slawsbys, 
Cifrino’s lineage in 
Dorchester runs back 
three generations. His 
grandparents opened 
their Uphams Corner 
Market, the neighbor-
hood’s first supermarket, 
on Columbia Road in 
1919. At age 16, Cifrino 
started working as a “bag 
boy” at the family’s Su-
preme Market in Fields 
Corner that his parents 
ran. His mom grew up in 
a house next to St. Am-
brose Church, just out 
of view from the Fields 
Corner mall.

“We’ve been here ever 
since and we’re not going 
anywhere now,” Cifrino 
told the Reporter last 
week, pointing to hun-
dreds of new plantings 
that he ordered for the 
fall season. 

“People don’t under-
stand that. They think 
we are some big conglom-
erate from someplace 
out in Chicago that just 
doesn’t care. But we do. 
And I think that makes a 
difference… We’ve been 
offered a lot of money 
to sell this place and 
we don’t want to. We’re 
going to be here for the 
long haul.”

(Continued from page 1)

Sweet Life Bakery & Cafe
2243 Dorchester Ave.

We are now open for take - out 
Menu available on-line

www.sweetlifelowermills.com

S

617.696.6510

In Fields Corner, shopping plaza steward seeing a ‘renaissance’ 

Tom Cifrino (above) has managed the Fields Corner shopping plaza in good 
times— and in downturns— since 1975. The plaza has never had a long va-
cancy in that time, although there has been plenty of turn-over in the mix of 
retailers. Last week saw the opening of a new brand— Target— which is now 
open in a roughly 27,000 square foot space. 	 Bill Forry photo
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foresight have allowed 
him to create not only a 
strong and vibrant league 
of community health 
centers, but also to offer 
services throughout the 
country through subsid-
iaries he has created at 
the League,” said White. 

“His Commonwealth 
Purchasing Group offers 
PPE equipment, sup-
plies, and office items 
to health centers all 
around the country,” 
added White. 

“He also has a financial 
planning and advising 
group to allow health 
centers to get financial 
advice on how to proceed 
with various transactions 
– loans, mortgages, con-
struction plans, etc.  

“He has also been a 
recognized counsellor 
for elected officials,” 
White said. “In the old 
days, he would routinely 
hear from Ted Kennedy, 
who sought his down-
to-earth, sensible, rich-
ly-informed advice. Jim’s 
instincts and intellect 
have constructively im-
proved health care here 
in Massachusetts and 
throughout the country 
for millions. Not a bad 
legacy!”

Victoria Reggie Kenne-
dy, widow of the late sen-
ator and a longtime Hunt 
friend, phoned him late 
Friday to congratulate 
him. She told the Boston 
Globe this week that “He 
made community health 

centers central to health 
care reform. He sees the 
big picture. He seems to 
be ever-present. He al-
ways looks to the future. 
And I honestly do not 
know anyone who doesn’t 
like Jim Hunt.”

A 2011 story in the 
Boston Irish Reporter — 
which honored the Hunt 
family with a Boston 
Irish Honor award that 
year— recounted the 
beginning of his career:

“He continued at his 
day job, as a city employ-
ee, and among his respon-
sibilities was the hydrant 
program – deterring kids 
from turning on hydrants 
on hot days. ‘The police 
wanted to break their 
heads,” said Hunt, ‘but 
I hired multi-cultural 
crews to help negotiate 
and offer sprinklers for 
the neighborhoods if the 
kids would agree not to 
open the hydrants.

“In 1978, Jim was hired 
to lead the organization 
that he had just joined a 
year earlier. He found it 
deeply in debt.

“The city and the health 
centers statewide were at 
loggerheads over racial 
and financial issues, and 
two things occurred to 
me,” Hunt recalled in a 
2011 interview. “First, I 
remembered my father’s 
training – that is, there 
was too much bonding 
these people for them to 
be fighting, so let’s find 
what binds rather than 
what separates them. 

We’d have hours of meet-
ings, and they’d be yelling 
and screaming at one 
other, and my strategy 
was to create a coalition 
and leave divisions in the 
parking lot.”

Among the debts was 
a hefty loan that was 
taken to finance a shared 
laboratory among health 
centers, even though the 
centers had vetoed the 
idea.

“I had two choices,” says 
Jim. “Fib or tell the truth. 
I decided to tell the truth. 
So, I went to the bank 
and said to the chairman, 
‘I’m a kid. I’m 28. Of the 

$100,000 you gave us, 
we owe you $55,000. The 
League is broke. I have to 
lay off staff. I have only 
$14,000 in the checking 
account. I don’t know how 
I can pay you back.’”

The banker surprised 
Jim, as he recalled, say-
ing: “I appreciate that. 

We’ll write off the loan. 
Have a nice day.”

“I said to myself, ‘Wow! 
Transparency works.’ But 
still, I had to scale the 
staff down to zero.”

The league has grown 
exponentially in size, 
influence, and member-

ship since then on Hunt’s 
watch. 

Curry, a 52-year-old 
Roxbury native who now 
lives in Brockton, served 
as a past president of 
the Boston chapter of 
the NAACP and is an 
attorney.

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org

William Clapp House, 195 Boston Street  
Lemuel Clap House, 199 Boston Street  

James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

The Dorchester Historical 
Society is always looking for 
photographs and high school 
yearbooks from Dorchester’s 
past.  

Due to the pandemic, the Society is 
closed to the public at this time.

NOTICE

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/37ctzbL
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 905 9124

Thursday, November 19
6:00 PM 

120 - 122 Hancock St.

Project Description:
BPDA-hosted Article 80 Virtual Public Meeting in 
connection with the Proposed Project at 120 - 122 Hancock 
Street in Dorchester, for which the BPDA received a Small 
Project Review Application on October 14th, 2020. Please 
register in advance for this meeting using the registration 
link provided above.

mail to:    Aisling Kerr 
    Boston Planning & Development Agency
    One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
    Boston, MA 02201
phone:    617.918.4212
email:    aisling.kerr@boston.gov

Close of 
Comment 
Period:
11/30/2020

(Continued from page 1)

Hunt steps away from pioneer role in nurturing health centers

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P1683EA

ESTATE OF:
MARY B. CONNOLLY

DATE OF DEATH: 03/10/2006
A  Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy has been filed by Barry Swain 
of Braintree, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 11/26/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may 
be taken without further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: October 15, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE and FAMILY COURT
Docket No. SU20P0982EA

Suffolk Probate & Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
617-788-8300

LETTER OF AUTHORITY FOR
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

ESTATE OF:
BERTHONY ALEXIS

DATE OF DEATH: 04/16/2020
To: Ashley St. Julien, 42 Grand-
view Ave., Saugus, MA 01906-0

You have been appointed 
and qualified as Personal Rep-
resentative in Unsupervised 
administration of this estate on 
8/6/2020.

These letters are proof of your 
authority to act pursuant to G.L. 
c. 190B, except for the following 
restrictions if any .

I certify that it appears by 
the records of this Court that 
said appointment remains in full 
force and effect. IN TESTIMONY 
WHEREOF I have hereunto 
set my and affixed the seal of 
said Court.

Date: October 27, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Art. 65 Dorchester 
Zoning Map Amendment

Meeting Description:
Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA) sponsored public 
meeting to discuss a proposed map amendment to Article 65 of the 
Boston Zoning Code. 

Article 65 of the Boston Zoning Code is the Dorchester 
Neighborhood District Article and the proposed map amendment 
seeks to extend the Community Commercial (CC) zoning subdistrict 
to include the area bounded by Jan Karski Way, Enterprise Street, 
Boston Street, and West Bellflower Street in Dorchester, which is 
currently zoned as a 3F-5000 subdistrict.  

Written comments may be sent to the project manager listed below.

mail to: Raul Duverge
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201

phone: 617.918.4492
email:  Raul.Duverge@Boston.gov

Monday, November 9 
6:00 PM -8:00 PM

Register: bit.ly/Article65MapAmendment
Call-in: 833-568-8864 (toll free)
Webinar ID: 161 126 7079
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(617) 436-8828 DAYS
(617) 282-3469

Steinbach’s Service

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Station Inc.

321 Adams St., Dorchester 02122
Corner of  Gibson Street
State Inspection Center

AUTO BODY REPAIRS		  (617) 825-1760
		  (617) 825-2594
		  FAX (617) 825-7937

150 Centre Street
Dorchester, MA 02124

Free Pick-Up & Delivery Service

DUFFY
ASPHALT SHINGLES • RUBBER ROOFING

• COPPER WORK • SLATE • GUTTERS  
• CHIMNEYS

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

DRIVEWAYS
MATHIAS ASPHALT PAVING

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
Bonded • Fully Insured

Driveways • Parking Lots
Roadways • Athletic Courts

Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372
BOSTON

Carpentry, Roofing, Painting 
		  Gutters, Masonry 
		  Decks & Porches
		  Windows & Doors

Kerry Construction, Inc.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

DUCTLESS mini-split a/c & heat pump
Installation, sales & service

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL -  TODDLER  

7:30-5:30

617-265-2665
email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester  	 Lic. #291031

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P1812EA

ESTATE OF:
MARIELIS GONZALEZ

DATE OF DEATH: 08/15/2020
To all interested persons:
A  Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Richard S. Blank of Boston, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: Richard S. Blank 
of Boston, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve on 
the bond in an unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 11/18/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: October 07, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P1787EA

ESTATE OF:
RICHARD JOSEPH BALL
a/k/a: RICHARD J. BALL

DATE OF DEATH: 05/21/2020
To all interested persons:
A  Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Karen A. Fonseca of Framing-
ham, MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: Karen A. Fon-
seca of Framingham, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 11/05/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken without further 
notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: September 29, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
PO BOX 9667, BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300
CITATION ON GENERAL

PROBATE PETITION
Docket No. SU20P1543PO

Estate of:
ELIZABETH A. McCLEARY

To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by: Terrence 

M. Kungel of Woolwich, ME and Richard 
P. Davisson of Durham, NH requesting 
Complaint for Trustee Process Wherefore 
the Plaintiff pray for the following relief, Order 
the Defendants Simmons University a/k/a 
Simmons College and James McGowan to 
account to Plaintiffs for proportionate share 
of amounts to be received to which the 
defendant, immediately before death, was 
beneficially entitled to the extent necessary 
for payment of claims against and the debts 
and expenses of the Estate and order such 
further relief as Plaintiffs may seek from time 
to time in this action.

You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this Court  before 
10:00 a.m. on 11/10/2020.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return date, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: October 15, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
Suffolk Probate and family Court

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
Docket No. SU20C0312CA

in the MATTER of: 
JOVANNI ENRIQUE 

SANTIAGO HENRIQUEZ
A Petition to Change Name of 

Adult has been filed by Jovanni 
Enrique Santiago Henriquez of 
Dorchester, MA requesting that 
the court enter a Decree changing 
their name to:

Jovanni Enrique Santiago
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance at: Suffolk 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
11/20/2020. This is not a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 19, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

By Matt Murphy
State House
News Service

With the state’s un-
employment rate still 
hovering close to 10 per-
cent, Gov. Baker made 
quick work Monday of 
legislation that will allow 

thousands of workers 
to collect $1,800 in ad-
ditional unemployment 
benefits, signing the bill 
just hours after it landed 
on his desk.

Earlier that day, 
the House and Senate 
pushed through a bill (S 

2934) to qualify as many 
as 17,000 people who 
were previously ineligi-
ble for $300 in enhanced 
weekly federal benefits 
under the Lost Wages 
Assistance Program.

The federal program 
ran for six weeks from the 

end of July through the 
first week in September, 
but in order to qualify for 
the additional benefits 
a claimant had to be 
receiving at least $100 
in weekly state benefits.

The bill filed by Sen. 
Patricia Jehlen, of 

Somerville, and signed 
by Baker on Monday 
afternoon increases the 
minimum benefit for 
any unemployment in-
surance beneficiary to 
$100 for the week end-
ing Aug. 1 through the 
week ending Sept. 5, 
enabling those affected to 
retroactively collect the 
enhanced weekly federal 
benefit.

“This is $31million that 
people in Massachusetts 
can use for rent, for food, 
for other necessities. It 
will benefit them and 
local businesses. We can 

be absolutely sure they 
will spend it locally and 
immediately,” Jehlen 
said on Monday.

The state unemploy-
ment rate dipped to 9.6 
percent in September 
but 365,400 people re-
mained unemployed. In 
the week ending Oct. 
10, 39,038 people filed 
claims for traditional 
unemployment benefits 
and another 11,478 filed 
claims under the expand-
ed eligibility Pandemic 
Unemployment Assis-
tance program. 

Low-income residents can get retroactive unemployment benefits

By Katie Lannan
State House
News Service

Gov. Baker and Lt. 
Gov. Karyn Polito plan 
to vote against the ballot 
question that would im-
plement a ranked-choice 
system for Massachu-
setts elections, their 
campaign announced 
Tuesday in quoting 
them. 

“At a time when we 
need to be promoting 
turnout and making it 
easier for voters to cast 
their ballots, we worry 
that question two will 

add an additional layer 
of complication for both 

voters and election offi-
cials, while potentially 

delaying results and in-
creasing the cost of elec-
tions,” Baker and Polito 
said in a statement. “We 
believe the system we 
have now has served 
the Commonwealth well, 
and intend to vote ‘no’ on 
question two.” 

The statement landed 
a week before the Nov. 3 
election and after more 
than 1.7 million people, 
or 36 percent of the 
state’s registered voters, 
had already cast their 
ballots through either 
in-person or mail-in 
early voting. 

If Question 2 passes, 
elections for Congres-
sional and state-level 
offices in Massachusetts 
would be decided by 
a ranked-choice vot-
ing method. Residents 
would rank their candi-
dates for office — instead 
of picking just one as 
they do now — and if 
one candidate gets a ma-
jority of the votes, that 
candidate is the winner. 
If no one gets a majority, 
the candidate receiving 
the fewest votes is elim-
inated, and their votes 
are reassigned to each 

voter’s second choice, 
with the process repeat-
ing until someone claims 
a majority. 

Baker’s predecessor, 
Deval Patrick, has en-
dorsed the ballot ques-
tion, which he has de-
scribed as “one thing 
we can do right now to 
empower voters at this 
critical time in our de-
mocracy” and a way “to 
give Massachusetts vot-
ers a stronger voice and 
ensure that our elected 
leaders have majority 
support.” 

Baker, Polito knock Question 2 as costly, complicated

Gov. Charlie Baker and Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito
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By Katie Trojano
Reporter Staff

After an eight-hour vir-
tual meeting on Wednes-
day night, the Boston 
School Committee voted 
,7-0, to discontinue the 
exam used to place stu-
dents into Boston Latin 
School, Boston Latin 
Academy, and the John 
D. O’Bryant School of 
Mathematics and Sci-
ence for the upcoming 
academic year. 

The plan, developed 
by BPS Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius and 
a working group com-
missioned by the district 
earlier this year, has 
drawn both support and 
push-back in recent days. 

Instead of using exam 
results, the district will 
draw up a pool of eligi-
ble students who either 
maintained a B average 
this academic year or 
who “met or exceeded 
expectations” on the 2019 
MCAS test. The district 
will then distribute in-
vitations to students 
based on prior report card 
grades and zip codes.

Up to 20 percent of 
the seats available next 
year will be reserved for 
students with the top 
grades in the city. The 
remaining 80 percent 
will be admitted to the 
schools based on their 
GPA ranking within 
their home ZIP code, with 
eligible students from the 
lowest-income ZIP codes 
given first choice. 

The students’ schools 
will also need to certify 
that they are learning 
at grade level under 
the state’s curriculum 
frameworks to be judged 
eligible. The new plan 
projects that the new 
admissions criteria will 
result in a 15 percent 
increase in the number 
of seats apportioned to 
Black and Latinx stu-
dents next year.  The 
district will begin iden-
tifying qualified students 
for the applicant pool in 
November and Decem-

ber. 
Dozens of  people 

spoke up— both for and 
against—the temporary 
plan. Some expressed 
frustration that there 
was no public comment 
period included in the 
making of the plan. Oth-
ers were in favor of nix-
ing the exam altogether 
and planning for new 
admissions criteria in 
the future, while some 
were distressed at the 
prospect of suspending 
the use of the exam for 
even one year. 

A slew of elected offi-
cials, including Mayor 
Martin Walsh, logged in 
to weigh in on the topic. 

“I want to express my 
support for this one-year 
plan,”  Walsh said. “This 
year was meant to be the 
first year of a new, more 
equitable exam, also 
the result of hard and 
thoughtful work by the 
superintendent and her 
team. Instead, the exam 
will be given next year.”

He added: “We are in 
agreement that this does 
not make educational 
sense to launch a new 
exam in the middle of 
a pandemic. It does not 
meet our public health 
guides to administer a 
citywide exam in the 
middle of a pandemic 
and for these reasons, I 
ask the school committee 
to adopt the superinten-
dent and working group’s 
proposal.” 

At-Large Councillor 
Annissa Essaibi George 
said there should have 
been a public comment 
period included before 
the proposal was put to 
a vote. 

“I am disappointed 
that the School Commit-
tee vote is taking place 
before an opportunity 
for public comment from 
parents and school com-
munities,” she said.  “As 
chair of Education,” she 
added, “my top priority is 
making sure the process 
is fair and that every 
child has an equal shot 

at being admitted to an 
exam school from the 
moment they enter our 
school system. And the 
unfortunate reality is 
that we cannot provide 
an equal and fair pro-
cess until we have high 
quality schools in every 
neighborhood.”

District 2 Councillor 
Ed Flynn of South Bos-
ton expressed concerns 
around language access, 
but spoke in support 
of the plan. State Rep. 
Russell Holmes and Rep. 
Liz Miranda, as well as 
Council President Kim 
Janey, and District 5 
Councillor Ricardo Ar-
royo all supported the 
plan. 

“I’m sure you’re going 
to hear many folks that 
disagree with the plan 
tonight. But talent is dis-
tributed equally by race, 
gender, and ethnicity,” 
said Holmes. “What you 
have heard tonight is 
that the opportunity is 
not distributed equally.” 

Before the hearing, 
District 4 Councillor 
Andrea Campbell, who 
is running for mayor in 
2021, told the Reporter it 
would be “irresponsible” 
to hold the exam this 
year. 

“This plan doesn’t 
change the admissions 
process permanently, 
but it has the potential 
to create more equity in 
the admissions process 
next year, which we 
should all welcome,” 
she said, adding, “As a 
Latin School graduate, 
I know personally how 
important this process is 
to students and families, 
and they deserve clarity.

She continued: “It’s 
a failure of the mayor 
and the district not to 
have created a process 
around this decision 
where parents, students, 
and families feel included 
and could make their 
voices heard. We must 
acknowledge that our 
current system leaves 
thousands of kids behind 

and we need to address 
the achievement and 
opportunity gaps in BPS 
with the same passion 
that we see around exam 
schools.”

Tanisha Sullivan, 
president of the NAACP’s 
Boston branch and a 
working group member, 
read a letter in support 
of the new plan submit-
ted by Ibram X. Kendi, 
an author, professor at 
Boston University, and 
historian of race and 
discriminatory policy. 

“What is always best 
for the community is 
admission policies that 
create equal opportunity 
for all, and we know a pol-
icy is creating more equal 
opportunity if it is closing 
racial and economic ineq-
uity. We know a policy is 
not creating equal oppor-
tunity if it is maintain-
ing racial and economic 
inequity,” Kendi wrote.  
“The data is indisputable 
on the effects of this 
plan— it will close ra-
cial and economic gaps. 
That’s how we should 
be assessing proposed 
and existing policies,” 
Kendi wrote, adding that 
standardized testing is 
historically rooted in 
systemic racism.

“To tell the story of 
standardized tests is to 
tell the story of eugen-
icists who created and 
popularized these tests 
in the US more than a 
century ago. Eugenicists 
today are considered to 
be racist, but somehow 
many consider their tests 
to be not racist— what-
ever that means,” he said 
in his letter. 

Jessica Tang, presi-
dent of the Boston Teach-
ers Union, spoke in sup-
port of the plan, but said 
the district needs to work 
toward achieving equity 
across all schools. 

“While we believe there 
are many ways the pro-
posed plan needs to be 
improved, we also know 
that the current plan is 
inequitable and a new 

high stakes test during 
the pandemic is not the 
answer and will further 
exacerbate inequalities. 
More work with ad-
ditional stakeholders 
,including immigrant 
families with limited 
English access, must go 
into a better admissions 
policy,” she said. 

But perhaps most im-
portantly, she said, is 
that “we need to ensure 
that all of our schools 
have equal resources, op-
portunities, and access to 
high-quality instruction. 
No one should have to 
compete for an excellent 
education.” 

Roughly half of those 
who provided public 
comment throughout 
the night vehemently 
opposed a temporary 
pause on using the exam. 

One man, whose com-
ments were translat-
ed from Cantonese by 
an interpreter, said he 
“doesn’t know what to 
think” and “is feeling 
helpless” about the ex-
ams being suspended 
next year. 

The man, who said his 
family came from Chi-
na, said, “If we want to 
change our way of living, 
our kids have to go to a 
better school. Not having 
the exam would take 
away their opportunity.” 

Chenggjing Hu said 
that the new plan means 
that all of her son’s hard 
work in school and pre-
paring for the exam “has 
become useless. These 
kids are becoming a vic-
tim of a zip code lottery. 
This recommendation 
encourages our kids to 
depend on their life and 
future on luck. Do we 
really want to pass this 
message on to our kids?”

As the public comment 
period wrapped up, well 
after midnight, commit-
tee members gave some 
final comments before 
taking their vote.

“We’re failing a sig-
nificant amount of our 
students by focusing on 

one place. Probably the 
most substantive conver-
sation we’ve had about 
public schools in the five 
years that I’ve been on 
the committee has been 
what we’ve done in the 
last couple of weeks,” said 
committee member Jeri 
Robinson.

“There have been many 
questions and issues 
about the quality over-
all of our high school 
education and our op-
portunities or perceived 
opportunities by families 
that if they don’t get into 
this one school somehow 
their child’s whole future 
is gone,” added Robinson. 
“We do a disservice to all 
of our students and to our 
city if we allow that to be 
the thought process that 
we have. 

She added: “This needs 
to be about the exam 
schools this next year. 
But it really is a conver-
sation about what’s going 
to happen with all of our 
high schools and how can 
we see this as a beginning 
of a set of very serious 
conversations that need 
to continue.” 

By Katie Trojano
Reporter Staff

Boston School Com-
mittee Chairman Mi-
chael Loconto has re-
signed from the panel 
after he mockingly re-
cited the names of peo-
ple who participated in 
last Wednesday night’s 
six-hour-long virtual 
meeting that ended in a 
unanimous vote to sus-
pend the BPS placement 
exam. 

Loconto was appar-
ently unaware that his 
microphone was not 
muted when he repeated 
the names in a mocking 
fashion. He then told 
more than 150 people on 
the live call that he was 
talking to somebody off 
camera about a book that 
had nothing to do with 
the meeting. He declined 
to name the book. One 

woman, after giving her 
public comment, said 
“Mr. Loconto, I would 
love to know which book 
you were quoting.” 

The next morning, un-
der mounting pressure, 
Loconto issued a state-
ment apologizing for his 
behavior: “I want to apol-
ogize for the comments I 
made last night. It was 
not ever my intention 
to mock anyone. I know 
that was in my head and 
in my heart, but I make 
no excuses. I know how 
my words were heard 
and how they hurt,” he 
wrote on his Twitter 
account.

He added: “I have al-
ways tried to lead my life, 
publicly and privately, 
by treating people with 
dignity and respect. 
To those I offended, I 
offer again my sincerest 

apology and ask for your 
forgiveness.” 

Hours later, amid calls 
from the public and sev-
eral city councillors for 
Loconto to step down, 
Mayor Walsh confirmed 
the chairman’s resig-
nation, stating, “Chair-
man Loconto notified 
me earlier this morning 
that he is stepping down 
from the Boston School 
Committee, and I have 
accepted his resignation. 
While he conveyed to 
me his personal embar-
rassment and his desire 
to seek forgiveness, his 
comments were hurtful 
and wrong.

“None of us wishes to 
be defined by a single 
moment in our lives 
and no one knows that 
better than me. Michael 
is someone who has done 
important and difficult 

work for the people of 
Boston, and especially 
our children, but we 
cannot accept the dispar-
agement of members of 
our community.” 

At-Large City Coun-
cillor Annissa-Essaibi 
George, who pounced on 
the matter during the 
meeting, said Loconto’s 
comments required a 
resignation.

  “Mr. Loconto’s be-
havior last night was 
unacceptable , ”  Es-
saibi-George said in 
a Tweet. “I’m deeply 
appalled, personally of-
fended, by his words. I 
watched and heard it 
live. It is unconscionable 
that he would mock and 
disparage our families. 
Our school communities 
and our city deserve 
more. It’s time for his 
resignation.”

Councillor Andrea 
Campbell also called for 
him to step down.

“Racist comments are 
never acceptable, most 
of all by our public ser-
vants,” Campbell wrote. 
“This is not the first time 
people of color have felt 
disrespected by Mr. Lo-
conto. I don’t accept this 
behavior from our School 
Committee chair and 
neither should Mayor 
Walsh. Loconto should 
resign.” 

At-Large Councillor 
Michelle Wu, who— like 
Campbell— is mounting 
a campaign for mayor 
in 2021, said: “As some-
one who has dealt with 
comments like this my 
entire life, this is not only 
deeply offensive, but bla-
tantly racist & harmful 
to our efforts to create 
policy in partnership 
with community mem-
bers impacted by these 
important decisions.

“Last night’s BSC gave 
me hope because of 

the inspiring testimony   
from residents centering 
justice & equity. Hearing 
Loconto mock names 
during that testimony 
was infuriating.” 

Loconto was first ap-
pointed to the School 
Committee in 2014 and 
was elected chairperson 
in 2018, 2019, and 2020. 
He is currently a practic-
ing attorney and serves 
as the general counsel at 
Curry College in Milton.

By 7-0 vote, School Committee consents to exam pause

School Committee chairman resigns;
mocked attendees’ names on ‘hot-mic’ 

Michael Loconto

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU19D2153DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
SHANTE NICOLE MADDIX

vs.
CHRISTOPHER AMOS

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Shante Nicole 
Maddix, 27 Crowell Street, Apt. 1, 
Dorchester, MA 02124 your answer, if 
any, on or before 12/10/2020. If you fail 
to do so, the court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file a copy of 
your answer, if any, in the office of the 
Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: September 16, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE
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UMass Boston report shows that climate change views vary by race
By Erin Caldwell

Special to the Reporter
For scientists and 

many citizens alike, the 
everyday occurrences 
of massive storms, un-
controlled wildfires, un-
precedented floods, and 
other weather-driven 
disasters are clear evi-
dence of the danger that 
climate change poses to 

the planet. 
In our corner of the 

world, the northeast 
United States, experts 
say, climate change ap-
pears in subtler ways. 
While a roaring “north-
easter” is anything but 
understated, it’s some-
what infrequent. The 
more common experience 
in our neighborhood is 

extreme heat. 
“Growing up in the city, 

people are taught to deal 
with hot summers, but 
they’re getting hotter and 
hotter,” said Christopher 
Cook, chief of Environ-
ment, Energy and Open 
Space for the City of Bos-
ton. “Energy-burdened 
communities that can’t 
have air conditioning 

all the time are already 
feeling the impacts.”

And those impacts 
aren’t the same across 
the board. Research-
ers at UMass Boston’s 
Sustainability Solutions 
Lab have found that sen-
timents about impacts 
from climate change — 
and the level of prepared-
ness to handle them — is 
inconsistent across pop-
ulation groups.

Paul Watanabe and 
Lorena Estrada-Marti-
nez have just published 
their findings in a report 
entitled “Views that Mat-
ter: Race and Opinions 
on Climate Change of 
Boston Area Residents.” 

It’s the first time that 
a study has included 
enough people of color 
from Boston neighbor-
hoods to allow for a 
meaningful analysis of 
data by race, according 
to Estrada-Martinez. 

“We wanted to focus on 
vulnerable and under-
served communities and 
how they’re particularly 
impacted by climate 
change,” said Watanabe. 
“Their views are too often 
absent from the discus-
sion.”

First, the common 
ground: Boston resi-
dents generally agree 
that climate change is 
currently, or will do so 
soon, causing increased 
coastal flooding, rising 
sea levels, heat waves, 
and extreme storms. And 
for that majority who 
believe climate change 
is “probably happening,” 
all share the view that 
if nothing is done to 
address climate change, 
that inaction poses a 
“very” or “somewhat se-
rious” problem. 

However, communities 
of color are more inclined 
than whites to identify 
climate change as a 
“serious problem,” and 
they are less likely to 
claim that not addressing 
climate change will lead 

to consequences that are 
“not too serious” or “not 
serious at all.”

White respondents 
were more likely to be-
lieve that climate change 
would have an unequal 
impact on communities 
of color, with 43 percent 
believing that climate 
change will affect peo-
ple of color more than 
whites. And in terms of 
preparedness, there are 
significant variations 
between whites and res-
idents of color. 

For example, 74 per-
cent of white residents 
self-report having in-
surance to protect their 
home and belongings, 
compared to 57 percent 
of Blacks, and 54 per-
cent of Latinx and Asian 
Americans.

There’s a shared view 
among all groups sur-
veyed that government 
has a responsibility to 
take the lead on climate 
change — and that in-
cludes on the municipal 
level as well as state and 
federal.

One key benefit of the 
UMass study is that it 
provides more under-
standing for policy-mak-
ers about the variations 
in opinions and beliefs 
across different racial 
groups, which helps drive 
catered communication, 
outreach, and education 
to targeted groups in a 
way they will improve re-
ceipt and understanding.

The city of Boston has 
allocated about 10 per-
cent of its capital budget 
to climate change resil-
iency and is engaging in 
a number of initiatives 
to plan it out. Climate 
Ready Dorchester is 
a comprehensive plan 
drawn up to address 
coastal flooding and re-
siliency in the harborside 
neighborhood. 

This past week brought 
repeated reminders of 
just how vulnerable 
coastal Dorchester re-
mains to tidal events: 
Morrissey Boulevard 
was inundated by harbor 
waters for several consec-
utive days.

On Thursday (Oct. 
29) at noon, the Climate 
Ready initiative will 

host a presentation by 
coordinators announcing 
initiatives downtown and 
in the North End and 
Dorchester, followed by 
a Q&A. The event will 
be recorded for future 
viewing.

T w o  a d d i t i o n a l 
city-sponsored initiatives 
are Greenovate, a cli-
mate change leadership 
training program open 
to all Boston residents 
and actively recruiting 
representatives from 
communities of color, and 
the Community Choice 
Electricity program, 
which offers renewable 
energy options at com-
parable or lower rates 
than standard utility 
companies.

But necessary action 
isn’t limited to govern-
ment, and survey respon-
dents overwhelmingly 
noted the changes re-
quired in their own lives 
to help combat climate 
change. 

“People have to change 
their own behavior in 
facing this climate crisis. 
Unless we do so, it’s go-
ing to negatively impact 
health and contribute 
to more challenges in 
the future,” said Wata-
nabe. “How much of 
your lifestyle will have 
to change to address 
climate change? But how 
much of your lifestyle will 
be forced to change if we 
don’t address climate 
change?”

Along with everything 
else in our lives, the coro-
navirus has underscored 
the challenges, particu-
larly in neighborhoods 
of color. Cooling centers 
weren’t able to open this 
summer because of the 
concerns of spreading 
the virus. 

“The old ways of doing 
things may not work. 
What are the lessons we 
can learn from COVID-19 
and apply to our future 
emergency planning and 
adaptation efforts?” said 
Christopher Cook. “The 
bottom line is we’re not 
going to be successful 
unless we include the 
communities that are 
most impacted.”

Erin Caldwell is a 
Dorchester resident.

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
Suffolk Probate and family Court

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
Docket No. SU20C0121CA

in the MATTER of: 
SULAIMAN IBN ABDUL-HADI

A Petition to Change Name of 
Adult has been filed by Sulaiman 
Ibn Abdul-Hadi of Boston, MA 
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to:

Sym Noor Cunningham
Any person may appear for pur-

poses of objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance at: Suffolk 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
11/25/2020. This is not a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. 
DUNN, First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 19, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

LEGAL NOTICES

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
Suffolk Probate and family Court

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
Docket No. SU19C0214CA

in the MATTER of: 
SEAN DOUGLAS HINES

A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by Sean 
Douglas Hines of Boston, MA 
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to:

Sean Douglas HILL
Any person may appear for pur-

poses of objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance at: Suffolk 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
12/08/2020. This is not a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. 
DUNN, First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 27, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: October 29, 2020

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Dorchester Bay City

Project Description:
The Boston Planning & Development Agency will be hosting a series 
of Virtual Community Advisory Committee (“CAC”) and Public 
Meetings in connection with the proposed Dorchester Bay City 
project. A Virtual Kick-Off Public Meeting was held on October 19th, 
which was followed by an Urban Design focused Virtual Public 
Meeting on October 28th. 

The next topic-specific Virtual Public Meetings are as follows: 

• Wednesday, November 4th: Open Space, Public Realm & Resiliency 
• Monday, November 16th: Transportation & Infrastructure
• Wednesday, December 2nd: Topic TBD

mail to: Aisling Kerr
  Boston Planning & Development Agency
  One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
  Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.4212
email:  Aisling.Kerr@Boston.gov

Thursday, November 4 
6:00 PM 

Monday, November 16 
6:00 PM 

Wednesday, December 2
6:00 PM 

Register: bit.ly/DBCNov4
Call-in: 833-568-8864 
Webinar ID: 161 909 0401
 

Register: bit.ly/DBCNov16 
Call-in: 833-568-8864 
Webinar ID:  160 760 2881
 Register: bit.ly/DBCDec2 
Call-in: 833-568-8864 
Webinar ID:  160 776 4081
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Get a job in a rapidly growing field
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT online CLASSES START OCTOBER 19

Join a growing field of IT experts who 
are equipped to handle the technical 
issues facing modern businesses 
and organizations. According to the 
United States Department of Labor’s 
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the 
continued adoption of cloud computing 
by both large and small businesses, 
and an increasing use of IT services 
in healthcare settings is expected to 
increase demand for these workers. 

Computer Technology Support
6-9 PM, Monday-Friday
10/19/20 - 1/25/21, Non-Credit Program

CompTIA Security+® is an essential 
Information Technology (IT) certification 
for starting your career in cybersecurity. 
As an entry-level credential, Security+ is 
frequently one of the first certifications 
obtained by aspiring IT security 
professionals. Security analyst skills are 
in high demand, and cybersecurity is a 
fast-growing industry. 

6-9 PM, Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10/19/20 - 2/26/21, Non-Credit Program

CompTIA Security+® Exam Prep 

Passing the TEAS exam is a key 
component of applying and being 
accepted into nursing and allied health 
programs. Take our TEAS exam prep 
courses designed to prepare you in all 
four subject areas: English, Reading, 
Math, and Science.

Questions? Contact Kate Lopci at klopci@quincycollege.edu

PREPARE FOR YOUR NURSING PROGRAM APPLICATION

Sign up for your TEAS Test Prep, 
Starting October 20

617-984-1710 | admissions@quincycollege.edU

Questions? Contact Lindsay Peckham 
at lpeckham@quincycollege.edu

QC

inspires
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CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Martin Richard Challenger 
Soccer Program Continues: The 
BGCD Martin Richard Challenger 
Sports Soccer Program season 
continued this past Sunday. This 
year, BGCD is partnering with Thayer 
Academy and the MA Special Olympics, 
who have provided volunteer buddies 
and a personal coach to help with 
socially distant drills and scrimmage 
games. Our members are enjoying 
getting in the beautiful Fall fresh 
air and to have fun with friends and 
family. This week we had a special visit 
from Superintendent Nora Baston who 
loves to come out and help support 
BGCD. These Fall sessions will be 
held every Sunday at McConnell Park 
in Dorchester at 10am for ages 5-11 
and 11am for ages 12+. All COVID-19 
regulations are followed during these 
sessions. For more information or to 
register, please contact Erin Ferrara at 
eferrara@bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD College Fellows & Career 
Prep Workshop Event: Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Dorchester hosted a 
small group kick-off workshop for 
the College Fellows and Career Prep 
program. In addition to learning 
Wellness Techniques the group was 
given information on upcoming Virtual 
College Tours, admission application 
information, essay guidance, and 
more. 

The College Fellows program has 
already offered virtual tours to 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy and 
Wentworth Institute of Technology. 
We have an upcoming virtual tour 
to Framingham State University on 
November 9th.

To register for the tours, or for more 
information on the College Fellows 
program please contact Tricia Chapple 
at pchapple@bgcdorchester.org.

DID YOU KNOW: 
BGCD Thanks Partner TD Bank for 
Generous Donation: Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Dorchester would like to say a 
special thank you to TD Bank for your 
generous donation to our organization. 
This donation helps BGCD with 
unbudgeted and unexpected costs due 
to COVID-19. The Club goes through 
hundreds of masks, hand sanitizer and 
gloves a week to continue to operate 
and keep our members and staff safe.

Monté W. Foster, SVP, Charlene Ricci, 
RMM, Marshall Sugarman, RVP and 
Justin Cross, SM - South Boston visited 
our Walter Denney Youth Center to 
present the check to our staff in 
person in a safe and socially distanced 
manner.

We appreciate your continuous support 
with helping BGCD fulfill our mission to 
assist our members and families.

BGCD Thanks Partner TD Bank for Generous Donation: See details 
below. 

BGCD Martin Richard Challenger Soccer Program Continues: See details 
below.

            BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER   

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Challenger Soccer
November 1

Hiking Club
November 7

Framingham State Virtual Tour
November 9

“A Night of Giving Gala”
Grand Drawing 2020

November 21

*Please note these events are either 
virtual or will be following all COVID-19 

safety restrictions while meeting.
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BARRY, David 
Francis, 77, husband 
of 20 years to Aman-
da Bernal Barry. Da-
vid served in the Army 
from 1961-1967. He was 
a licensed boiler engi-
neer, owner of his own 
handyman business, 
and eventually retired 
as a hotel engineer. He 
leaves behind his three 
sons: Marc Barry, Eric 
Barry and Andres Ber-
nal. 

Bartley, Earnes-
tine,  72, of Dorches-

ter. She was born in 
Georgia to the late Dee 
Arthur Mack and Ruby 
Jewel Stewart. Earnes-
tine was employed at 
Gillette in South Bos-
ton, for over twenty-one 
years and she retired 
as a Safety Razor In-
spector. Earnestine 
was a member of the 
body of Christ located 
at the Blue Hill Church 
of Christ in Mattapan. 
Earnestine was active 
in the life of the church 
at Blue Hill Church of 
Christ serving on the 
kitchen ministry at her 
congregation. She was 
preceded by her sister, 
Willow Dean Stewart 
(Leroy) Heyward, Sr.; 
grandson, Qualan Pow-
ell, of Dorchester. She 
leaves two sons: Jo-
seph (Annette) Bartley 
and Torrey (LorrieAnn) 
Bartley, Dorchester; two 

sisters, Cherry (Alvin) 
Jenkins, Annette (Dil-
lon) Forrester, Dorches-
ter; one great-aunt Ar-
line (James) Stewart, 
Savannah, GA; three 
grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren, 
a host of great-nieces, 
great-nephews, cousins 
and friends.

COOPER, Joey, 63, 
lifelong resident of Bos-
ton. Husband of the late 
Arlecia Ann (Thomas) 
Cooper. He is survived 
by his three sons, Jer-
emy, Joel, and Joshua, 
all of Boston, his sister, 
Florine Cooper also of 
Boston. Joey also leaves 
his much-loved 4 grand-
children; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, cous-
in, family, and friends. 
He is preceded by his 
mother, Everly (Milton) 
Cooper, father, Percy 
Cooper, Sr., brother, 
Percy Cooper, Jr., and 
a grandson, Jahmai 
Cooper. He was a long-
standing member of 
the Carpenter’s Local 
Union 40, in Boston. 

GAFFNEY, James 
Joseph, 86 of Dorches-
ter. Joe was born 
in Glencar, County 
Leitrim Ireland to Ber-
nard and Lena (Clan-
cy) Gaffney. He immi-
grated to Dorchester 
in 1957 where he met 
and married the late 
Anna Theresa Kent of 
County Wexford, Ire-
land. They raised three 
sons Joseph, Emmet 
and Bernard Gaffney. 
Grandfather of  6. Af-
ter Anna’s passing, Joe 
was blessed to have the 
late Catherine Nee en-
ter his life. He was a 
member of Dublin’s Pi-
oneer Total Abstinence 
Association. Joe joins 
Anna and Catherine in 
heaven as well as his 
brothers, John, Ber-
nard and Francis Gaff-
ney. He leaves his his 
sisters Roseleen Wier, 
Kathleen Fahey and 
Rita DuFour, and his 

brothers Hughie, Des-
mond and Leo Gaffney 
as well as many nieces 
and nephews. 

GREENE, John J., 
92, of Dorchester and 
Castle Island, formerly 
of Carna, Co. Galway, 
Ireland. Husband of the 
late Anna T. (Judge) 
Greene. Father of Mary 
A. and her husband 
Michael P. Saniuk of 
Hanover, Ann Marie 
Greene of Quincy, Peg-
gy Geoldasis and her 
late husband Christo-
pher J. of Weymouth, 
and John J. Greene, Jr. 
of Weymouth. Grand-
father 4, and the late 
Leeann Geoldasis. 
Great-grandfather of 5. 
Son of the late Patrick 
Greene and Bridget 
(Walsh) Greene. Broth-
er of Phyllis Pasciucco 
of Canton, Anne Jagose 
of New Zealand, Marga-
ret Brunelli of Harwich, 
Cait Fadden of Ireland, 
and the late Patrick 
Greene, Mary O’Brien, 
Michael Greene, Joseph 
Greene, Martin Greene, 
and Sally D’Errico. John 
is survived by many 
nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces, grandnephews, 
and many dear friends. 
John was a retired em-
ployee of the Boston 
Housing Authority.

LaBELLE, The-
resa A. (Kotarba) of 
Canton, formerly of 
Dorchester, 87. Wife of 
Theodore J. LaBelle, 
Jr. of Canton. Mother of 
Theodore J. LaBelle, III 
and his late wife Mary 
Ryan of Framingham, 

Peter LaBelle and his 
wife Julia of Beaverton, 
OR, Karen Monahan 
and her husband Steven 
of Avon, Daniel LaBelle 
and his wife Thresia of 
Quincy, Thomas La-
Belle and his wife Car-
oline of Taunton, Mark 
LaBelle and his wife 
Monica of Milton, Susan 
Scannell and her hus-
band Keith of Holbrook, 
and the late Catherine 
LaBelle. Sister of Dian 
Doyle and her husband 
Charles of CA, Michael 
Kotarba of Amherst and 
the late Mary Sirkin 
and her husband Dan-
iel of Sharon, the late 
Stephen Kotarba, and 
the late Paula Broder-
ick and her husband 
Joseph. Grandmother of 
14, 1 great-grandchild 
and many nieces and 
nephews. Donations 
may be made in her 
memory to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association, alz.
org

McCABE, Eleanor 
R. (Lyons) of West 
Roxbury, former long-
time resident of Ros-
lindale. Daughter of 
the late Patrick Joseph 
and Delia (Keady) Ly-
ons. Wife of the late 
Edward J. McCabe. 
Mother of Patricia 
Stewart and her hus-
band George of Crans-
ton, RI. Grandmother 
of 5. Also survived by 
several great-grandchil-
dren. Sister of the late 
Joseph F. Lyons and 
his late wife Agnes, the 
late Mary Amsler and 
her late husband Fran-
cis X. Amsler. She was 
a Boston Public School 
Teacher for many years. 
Eleanor’s students 
from The Roger Clap 
Elementary School, 
Dorchester recently or-
ganized a celebration 
for her. Expressions of 
sympathy may be made 
in Eleanor’s memory to 
the Quinn Amsler Fund 
at Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, 10 Brookline 
Place West, 6th Floor, 
Brookline, MA 02445.

McGARTY, Peter 
Coleman, of Dorches-
ter and formerly of 
Hyde Park, 69. He was 
the son of the late Pe-
ter P. and Catherine F. 
(Beatty) McGarty. Peter 
was the brother of Cath-
erine A. Jensen and 
her husband George of 
Quincy, Joseph P. Mc-
Garty and his wife Car-
ol of Quincy, Michael G. 

McGarty and his wife 
Sharon of Braintree, 
Eileen T. Coulter and 
her husband Michael of 
Randolph, Paul C. Mc-
Garty and his partner 
Bayti Girma of Concord 
and the late Mary C. 
McGarty who died in 
2018. Peter is also sur-
vived by many loving 
nieces, nephews, ex-
tended family members 
and friends.Gifts may 
be made to Dana-Far-
ber Cancer Institute 
in memory of Peter to 
support cancer research 
and patient care at Da-
na-Farber Cancer Insti-
tute, P.O. Box 849168, 
Boston, MA 02284 or 
via.jimmyfund.org/gift.

Mendes, Vau-
dreuil, 52 of Dorches-
ter. Husband of Clair-
cina Mendes. Father 
of Cliff Ali V. Mendes, 
Marvin Mendes, and 
Nahika Sophia Mendes. 
He leaves behind a host 
of relatives and friends.

O’BRIEN Jr., John 
D. of Saugus. Husband 
of Jeanmarie (Swee-
ney) O’Brien. Father 
of Joseph, John “Jack”, 
and Hannah O’Brien, 
all of Saugus. Son of 
John D. and Anna 
(O’Leary) O’Brien of 
Saugus. Brother of De-
nise O’Brien, Daniel 
O’Brien and his wife, 
Pamela Casey O’Brien, 
all of Saugus, and Kev-
in O’Brien and his wife, 
Lauren, of N. Reading; 
and brother-in-law of 
Susan Lee and her hus-
band, Tony, of Ontario, 
CA, Joseph Sweeney of 
Stirling, Kelley Hannon 
and her husband, Mi-
chael, of Hingham. Son-
in-law of Jean and the 
late Joseph Sweeney of 
Dorchester. Also sur-
vived by many aunts, 
uncles, nieces and neph-
ews. Donations in his 
name may be made to 
the Glioblastoma Foun-
dation @ glioblastoma-
foundation.org.

O’DONNELL, Ann 
(Donovan) of Matta-
pan and Barrington, 
NH. Wife of Philip M. 
O’Donnell. Mother of 
Kevin D. O’Donnell and 
Philip M. O’Donnell, 
III. Daughter of Doris 
(Sullivan) Donovan of 
Dorchester and the late 
William Donovan (Ret. 
Sgt. BPD). Sister of Wil-
liam Donovan and his 
wife Anne (Cormican) 
of Bedford, NH, Thomas 
Donovan and his wife 
Paula (Pleach) of Hol-
brook, Michael Dono-
van (Ret. Sgt. BPD) and 
his wife Beth (Mullin) 
(Sgt. BPD) of Dorches-
ter, Richard Donovan 
of Dorchester and the 
late Mary Parsons and 
her surviving husband 
William of Norwell. Sis-
ter-in-law of Elizabeth 
Labbe and her husband 

NEW CALVARY CEMETERY
Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian

Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.
Grave pricing starting at $1,200

Package pricing from $3,800  (includes grave purchase, first 
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches 
starting at $1,400 (Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening 

& Inscription)
617-296-2339

12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases, 
Pre Need Opening Arrangements

Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.

Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery 

in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at: 

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and  maps available online at:

www.BostonCemetery.org
617-325-6830             info@bcca.comcast.net

RECENT OBITUARIES

100 City Hall Plaza
Boston, MA 02108

617-423-4100

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN

COVID-19 restrictions will be in place

Cedar Grove Cemetery

A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Chapel available for: Weddings, memorial services, and cel-
ebratory masses. Indoor Services available for winter burials. 
Greenhouse on premises for fresh flowers. Columbarium for 
cremated remains. Plant a tree program.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

“Caring for your life’s journey...”

Service times and directions at:
www.dolanfuneral.com

 Funerals
 Cremations
 Pre-Arrangements

460 GRANITE AVENUE

MILTON, MA 02186

617~698~6264

1140 WASHINGTON STREET

DORCHESTER, MA 02124

617~298~8011
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David of Dorchester, Ju-
dith Casale and her hus-
band Walter of Rock-
land, Joseph O’Donnell 
of Dorchester, MaryLou 
Rundlett and her hus-
band Dana of Milton, 
Susan Ryan of Fort My-
ers, FL and Shelly Maz-
zarella of Weymouth. 
She was “Auntie Annie” 
to 22 nieces and neph-
ews and 7 great-nieces 
and great-nephews. Do-
nations in Ann’s memo-
ry may be made to Life-
works, 789 Clapboard 
Street, Westwood, MA 
02090.

Walker, Dozzie, 
66, of Dorchester and 
Lynn. He was born in 
Boston the first of three 
children born to Charlie 
and Rosebud (Womum) 
Walker.  He was pre-
ceded in death by both 
his parents and his son, 
Tobias McClurkin. He 
is survived by his wife, 
Teresa (McClurkin) 
Walker of Milwaukee, 
WI, his brother Grego-
ry Walker of Dorches-
ter  and his sister Wil-
ma Walker. Mr. Walker 
is also survived by his 
children, Lydia McClur-

kin of Chelsea, Adri-
anne Level of Canton, 
Chanel McClurkin of 
Lynn, Brandon Lev-
el of Hawthorn, CA / 
Boston, MA, Courtney 
(Level) Jean-Charles of 
Milton, Donna Walker 
of Quincy, and Taima 
Walker of Somerville. 
He also leaves behind, 
his cousin Patricia Wil-
liams of Dorchester, 
and sister-in-law Don-
na McClurkin of Lynn  
and son-in-law, Ricardo 
Jean-Charles of Milton, 
11 grandchildren and a 
host of nieces and neph-
ews.

WALSH, Kathleen 
(nee Naughton) of 
Franklin and Dorches-
ter, formerly of Spid-
dal, County Galway, 
Ireland. Wife of the 
late Thomas Walsh of 
Inverin, County Gal-
way, Ireland. Mother 
of Kathleen Anne and 
her husband Matthew 
Tremble of Franklin. 
Sister of Margaret 
“Peg” Conley and her 
husband Edward, and 
the late Mary Lydon, 
Judy Mulkern, Peter 
Naughton, Bridie Con-
nelly, Michael Naugh-
ton, Eileen Gallagher, 
Nora Naughton, Martin 
Naughton, and Barba-
ra Naughton. Also sur-
vived by her sisters-in-
law Barbara Naughton 
and Mary Naughton. 
Donations in her memo-
ry may be sent to Fran-
ciscan Children’s, 30 
Warren Street, Brigh-
ton, MA 02135.

WALSH, Sister 
Mary SHSp., 94. The 

fourth of thirteen chil-
dren of Winifred and 
Martin Walsh, Sr. Mary 
was born in County Gal-
way, Ireland. Sr. Mary 
is the Sister of Bridget 
Christopher of Brain-
tree and Sally Noding 
of England and her late 
brothers Pat, Tom, Joe, 
John and Matty and 

sisters Kate Cotter, 
Barbara Carroll, Ann 
Davis and Peggy King 
and her beloved 28 niec-
es and 17 nephews, her 
cousins, and her sisters 
in community. Sr. Mary 
was known for many 
years as “Sister Martin 
de Porres” and, like her 
patron saint, she trea-

sured the opportunity 
of caring for the poor 
and the overlooked. Do-
nations can be made in 
Sister Mary’s memory 
to the ministries of the 
Sisters of the Holy Spir-
it and Mary Immacu-
late, 300 Yucca Street, 
San Antonio, TX 78203.

COMMUNITY COVID -  19  
TESTING AT DOTHOUSE

 
1353 Dorchester Avenue 
Dorchester, MA 02122 

www.DotHouseHealth.org

• Monday/Wednesday/Friday: 9am - 4pm

• Tuesday/Thursday: 9am - 2pm

• No appointment necessary.  
   No one will be turned away! 

 
• Please wear a mask.                          

 
• Please bring your insurance card  

& photo ID (if available). 
 

• Testing is at no cost to you. 
 

COVID TRIAGE LINE:  
  617-740-2292  
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Find us at Dorchester Ave 
& Geneva Ave.

Your New
Fields Corner 
Target is
Now Open.

©2020 Target Brands, Inc. The Bullseye Design and Target 
are registered trademarks of Target Brands, Inc. C-001374-06-007

Order with Drive Up & we’ll
bring it right out to your car.


