
By Jennifer Smith
newS editor

Development and 
investment came to 
City Councillor Frank 
Baker’s district in 
Dorchester in a trickle, 
then a flood. Now plan-
ning to run for another 
term in District 3, the 
seat he has held since 

being elected in 2011, 
Baker wants to be mind-
ful of the interactions 
between forthcoming 
major projects and the 
neighborhood.

“I went into that 
2011race just as some-
one who thought that 
maybe I could be a good 
voice on the council, not 

totally understanding 
the job,” Baker told the 
Reporter during a wide-
ranging conversation 
at McKenna’s Cafe in 
Savin Hill. “I had for 
forever advocated for 
my neighborhood and 
for different programs 
that I like. And that’s 
basically what you are 

in the city council. You’re 
an advocate.”

Looking back on the 
hard-fought contest 
seven years ago for an 
open seat, Baker said he 
was focused on the odds 
and ends of the council 
duties once he made it 
into office. It was street 
signs, problem landlords, 

and local schools. 
“We still do all of that, 

but it’s morphed into so 
much more,” he said. “All 
my communities, it’s just 
changing so rapidly and 
we try to do our best to 
make sure that people 
are listened to going 
forward, because this 

By Kathleen mcnerney
wBUr reporter

Following criticism 
from teachers and 
students, Boston Pub-
lic Schools is making 
changes to its initial 
plans for the shuttering 
of a Dorchester middle 
school as part of its larger 
goal to get rid of middle 
schools.

Under the original 
proposal presented last 
month, the McCormack 
would have closed its 
doors at the end of next 
school year. The building 
would have been torn 
down, and a new 7-12 
school built in its place. 
That plan also called 
for former McCormack 
students to enroll in 
Excel High School in 
South Boston, which the 
state has identified as 
underperforming.

And, in a first for the 

district, the occupants of 
the new building on Co-
lumbia Point would have 
been selected through a 
bidding process.

But now, interim 
Superintendent Laura 
Perille told WBUR in an 
interview that the Mc-
Cormack will no longer 
necessarily be coupled 
with Excel High School.

Instead, she said, Mc-
Cormack teachers will 
help select a high school 
to partner with and 
create a new 7-12 school 
to move into the newly 
constructed building on 
the McCormack site. The 
shift essentially reopens 
the decision-making pro-
cess for the McCormack 
community.

“It puts educators from 
the McCormack right 
at the table around 
meeting the needs of 
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Heeding pushback, 
BPS changes its
post-closure plans for 
McCormack School

By Bill forry
editor

In October, Mayor 
Martin Walsh swore in 
Kathleen Joyce as the 
new chairwoman of the 
Boston Licensing Board. 
A lifelong Dorchester 
resident , she most re-
cently worked as senior 
counsel at the Boston 

Planning & Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) 
where she provided legal 
support and advice on 
real estate, government, 
and policy matters. 

Her new duties as the 
chair of the Licensing 
Board puts her in a 
powerful position to 
regulate various types of 

food and alcohol licenses 
for restaurants and 
other establishments in 
Boston— and to enforce 
city ordinances when 
businesses run afoul of 
the strict rules governing 
them.

A graduate of Mount 
Alvernia High School, 
the College of the Holy 

Cross,  and Suffolk 
University Law School, 
Joyce is also a past 
member of the editorial 
board of Massachusetts 
Lawyers Weekly and 
serves as a committee 
member of The Friends 
of the Mass General 
Cancer Center.

Licensing chair eyes issues in a booming city

By daniel Sheehan
reporter Staff

As South Bay Center enters 
the next phase of its expansion 
plan, the coming weeks will bring 
logistical changes to the center 
and the surrounding neighbor-
hood, as new throughways open 
and the project’s “urban grid” 
layout begins to take shape.

The newest district of the 
shopping center, which is in the 
midst of a facelift led by the real 
estate developer EDENS, will 
soon be several steps closer to its 

final status as a walkable retail 
destination.

In a tour of the site given to 
the Reporter last week by Brad 
Dumont, managing director of 
the company’s northeast division, 
he detailed the company’s vision 
for the 11-acre site that, he said, 
provided the opportunity for a 
“blank canvas” when EDENS 
acquired it in 2014. 

Along with pedestrian-centric 

streets and lush landscaping, the 
blueprint also envisioned a South 
Bay more integrated with the 
adjacent residential community 
known as the Polish Triangle.

“We’re really focused on working 
with the city on creating this 
urban grid, whereas the existing 
South Bay was completely cut 
off from the neighborhood from 
a pedestrian and vehicular 
standpoint,” said Dumont. “So, 
by doing this project, there’s this 
new connection where there’s now 

From ‘blank canvas’ to ‘walkable’ status:
South Bay Center opening up new vistas

New entryway options
set to open this week
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Kathleen Joyce
Oversees city licenses

Frank Baker, running again, has much to pay attention to

Frank Baker

Work is underway 
in Uphams Corner 
to convert an long-
empty  Comfort 
Station, circa 1912, 
into a bike repair 
and coffee shop in 
time for spring 2019. 
Take a look inside, 
Page 3.  Image cour-
tesy Historic Boston, 
Inc.

New stores and restaurants are set to open this month at South Bay. Bruce Martin photo
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Thursday (29th) – 77th annual Tree Lighting on 
Boston Common from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.   The holiday 
lights throughout both parks will light up in sequence 
shortly before 8 p.m. when Mayor Walsh is joined 
onstage by Deputy Premier Casey, members of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and Santa Claus.  
The show will close with a pyrotechnic display by 
Atlas PyroVision. 

Friday (30th) – More tree lightings planned on 
‘Enchanted’ tour. The Mayor’s Enchanted Trolley 
Tour starts today with a stop at Mattapan Square 
at 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday (1st)– Enchanted Trolley Tour visits 
Codman Square at 1 p.m.

• The Polish American Citizens Club is hosting its 
annual Kids Christmas Party and Potluck on Sat., 
Dec.1 from 1-4 p.m. in their upstairs hall.  Santa 
will make an appearance at 2 p.m. Parents can sign 
up to bring a dish and should also bring a wrapped 
gift for Santa to give out to their child.  More info: 
facebook.com/events/1730807790378023/

Sunday (2nd)  – Final stop in the Mayor’s En-
chanted Trolley Tour visits Adams Corner at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday (5th) – “She-Merchants” of Boston 
at Adams Street BPL, 6:30 p.m., 690 Adams St., 
Dorchester. 

Saturday (8th)— Halfway to Dot Day 5k at DCR 
Pope John Paul II Park, 9 a.m. See halfwaytoDOT-
day5k.racewire.com.

Sunday (9th) – St. John Paul II Catholic 
Academy Lower Mills winter fest in the St. Gregory 
gymnasium, 2222 Dorchester Ave., follows 10 a.m. 
Mass from 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. Vendors should contact 
lwarshafsky@sjp2ca.org for more info on reserving 
a spot ($60.)

Monday (10th) – A program at 
the Adams Street BPL branch on 
Mon., Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. explores 
the lifelong fight of Massachu-
setts’ own Lucy Stone, left, to win 
equal voting rights for women 
and African Americans. Despite 
leading both the women’s rights 
and abolitionist movements, 

Stone’s name is often absent from the history. The 
library is at 690 Adams St., Dorchester.
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BPDA meeting on PLAN: Glover’s Corner – The BPDA 
will host a community meeting on Thurs., Dec. 6 at 6 
p.m. to discuss Street and Blocks: Emerging Mobility 
and Transportation Recommendations as part of the 
ongoing PLAN: Glover’s Corner initiative. The meeting 
will happen at VietAID, 42 Charles St., Dorchester. See 
bit.ly/PlanGlovers for more info.
PLAN: Mattapan meeting on Dec. 10 – Join the Boston 
Planning & Development Agency, other City officials, 
and neighbors for the second workshop for the PLAN: 
Mattapan planning initiative on Mon., Dec. 10 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Mildred Avenue Community Center, 5 
Mildred Ave. Contact Muge Undemir at BPDA at mugzy.
undemir@boston.gov or 617-918-4488.
John Kerry to speak at EMK Institute on Dec. 6 – Former 
US Secretary of State and US Senator John Kerry will be 

the guest at the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the 
United States Senate on Thurs., Dec. 6 at 6:30 p.m. for 
a special Getting to the Point forum. Register for the 
free program at emkinstitute.org/programs. 
Hancock Street Civic Association  – Hancock Street Civic 
meets on Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7-8:30 p.m. at the community 
room of 530 Columbia Rd, Dorchester. 
Kennedy Library program on ‘Religion and Politics’ – 
Washington Post columnist E.J. Dionne examines the 
role of religion in American politics with Margery Eagan, 
co-host of WGBH’s Boston Public Radio on Thurs., Nov. 
29 from 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Register by calling 617-514-
1643 or jfklibrary.org/forums.
JFK Forums: Tales of the National Trails and Rodgers 
and Hammerstein – In commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the National Trails Act, Nathaniel 

Philbrick, author of In the Hurricane’s Eye: The Genius 
of George Washington and the Victoryat Yorktown, 
and other panelists explore key events at historic 
sites featured in National Historic Trails and National 
Recreation Trails at the Kennedy Library on Tues., Dec. 4 
at 6 p.m. Free. See jfklibrary.org.   The next evening— Dec. 
5— the JFK Library hosts Todd S. Purdum, contributing 
editor at Vanity Fair and senior writer at Politico, as he 
discusses his new book, Something Wonderful:Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’sBroadway Revolution withJared 
Bowen, host of WGBH’sOpen Studio. The program 
begins at 6 p.m.
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Former First Lady 
Michelle Obama was 
in Dorchester on Satur-
day encouraging young 
women of color at the 
Berkshire Partners 
Blue Hill Club to dream 
big. Obama made the 
stop before heading to 
the TD Garden arena to 
promote her new mem-
oir, “Becoming,” as part 
of her 10-city tour. The 
book mostly focuses on 
her life — from growing 
up on Chicago’s South 
Side, to her time in the 
White House.

At the clubhouse on 
Talbot Avenue, Obama 

spoke with young 
woman involved with 
the Black Girls Rock, a 
women’s empowerment 
and mentorship organi-
zation. While the round 
table discussion focused 
on goals and dreams, the 
former first lady told 
the college-aged women 
that it is also necessary 
to explore.

“I didn’t realize that 
life would take so many 
zigs and zags and turns. 
And that’s the journey. I 
had to grow up and learn 
not to be afraid of those 
swerves, as I call them,” 
Obama said.

During the discus-
sion, young women, 
like 17-year-old Nalany 
Guerrier, asked ques-
tions about success.

“I think that it’s 
important that young 
women of color realize 
that their voices are 
important and gain a 
little bit more inspira-
tion,” Guerrier said.

This story first ap-
peared on the website 
of WBUR 90.9FM on 
Nov. 26. The Reporter 
and WBUR have a part-
nership in which the 
two news organizations 
share content.

Former First Lady Michelle Obama spoke to a group of young women at the 
Berkshire Partners Blue Hill Club on Talbot Avenue in Dorchester last Sat-
urday.  Quincy Walters/WBUR photo

Michelle Obama stopped by club 
on Talbot Avenue on Saturday

NH teenager 
charged with 
phoning in 
threats to dbar

A 16-year-old teen-
ager from Hampton, 
New Hampshire was 
arrested last weekend 
for allegedly calling in 
violent threats to two 
Boston bars, including 
Dorchester’s dbar. The 
unnamed male teenager 
also made telephoned 
threats to the Alley Bar 
in downtown Boston 
earlier this month.

Boston Police obtained 
warrants charging the 
teen, not named because 
of his age, for being 
delinquent for making 
threats with serious 
public alarm and for civil 
rights violations. Both 
bars have a large LGBTQ 
clientele.

Police had earlier said 
he had “made threats 
to kill” at both bars. 
WBZ reports he spe-
cifically threatened gun 
violence against the 
Alley Bar. Boston Police 
say he is also wanted 
on warrants in other 
communities. The teen 
will first be arraigned 
in New Hampshire as a 
fugitive for justice, before 
being extradited here for 
arraignment, police say.

– REPORTER STAFF

A Dorchester teen 
who police say was 
dragged for a half mile 
on Gallivan Boulevard 
died last Wednesday 
morning (Nov. 21), after 
four days on life support, 
State Police and the 
Suffolk County District 
Attorney’s office report.

The DA’s office filed 
murder charges against 
the two people accused 
of dragging Kemoni 
Miller, 18, after they 

allegedly robbed him 
of a phone. Kenneth 
Ford, 23, of Roxbury, 
and Dejon Barnes, 18, of 
Worcester had initially 
been charged with un-
armed robbery.

In a statement, State 
Police and the DA’s of-
fice said: “The investiga-
tion, led by State Police 
assigned to the Suffolk 
County Detective Unit 
with the assistance 
of Troop H detectives 

and Boston Police, sug-
gests that Miller had 
negotiated the sale of 
an iPhone XS to Barnes 
online. On Friday night 
(Nov. 16), the evidence 
suggests, he met with 
Barnes and Ford on 
Gallivan Boulevard. 
The defendants alleg-
edly travelled to the 
scene in a vehicle rented 
by Ford’s friend. From 
the passenger’s seat, 
Barnes allegedly took 

the phone and closed his 
window on Miller’s arm 
as Ford accelerated at a 
high rate of speed.

“Miller was dragged 
about half a mile and 
suffered a life-threat-
ening head injury when 
he fell from the car. 
He was transported to 
Boston Medical Center 
but never regained 
consciousness.”

– REPORTER STAFF

‘Dragging’ victim dies; 2 face murder charges
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By daniel Sheehan
reporter Staff

Construction on the 
building that formerly 
housed the Upham’s 
Corner Comfort Station 
is finally underway, 
signaling that the end 
of a five year-long effort 
to convert the neglected 
and long-vacant struc-
ture into a cafe/bike 
repair shop is near.

Rehabilitation ef-
forts have been led by 
a partnership between 
Historic Boston Inc. 
(HBI) and The Ameri-
can City Coalition. The 
groups were awarded a 
joint bid to work on the 
Columbia Road site — a 
former lavatory and rest 
stop from circa 1912 
that served the city’s 
streetcar system until it 
closed in 1977— by the 
Boston Department of 
Neighborhood Develop-
ment in 2015.

Since then, the project 
has languished in its 
early stages due to a lack 
of funding. But now, with 
the help of crowdsourced 
fundraising totaling 
$450,000 and $365,000 
in Community Pres-
ervation Funds, HBI 
finally has the financial 
wherewithal to begin the 
$1.4 million renovation 
process.

“It really has been 
a collaborative effort,” 
said Lisa Lewis, senior 
project manager at HBI. 

“We’re all so excited it’s 
finally happening.”

When completed, the 
comfort station will 
house the Sip-n-Spoke, 
a cafe and bicycle repair 
shop to be owned and 
operated by Noah de 
Amor, founder of the 
Bowdoin Bike School.

An annotated site plan 
shows the layout of the 
940 square foot multipur-
pose space, the left side of 
which will become a bike 
repair shop. On the right, 
a cafe with a kitchen 
and a small seating 
area will be built. This 
square footage includes a 

basement space roughly 
equivalent to the one on 
the ground floor, which 
developers expect will 
be used for storage and 
for de Amor’s bike repair 
training workshops.

So far, the interior 
partitions that divided 
the bathrooms have been 

demolished, clearing the 
way for the cafe’s open 
floor plan. The slate 
from these partitions 
will be repurposed as 
kitchen counters, and 
the structure’s latticed 
window panes will also 
be preserved.

A lot of work remains to 

be done inside the small 
stucco structure, includ-
ing re-tiling the terra 
cotta roof, installing steel 
support reinforcements, 
retooling the space for 
plumbing and electricity, 
building a new stairway 
to the basement, and 
making the structure 
handicap-accessible. 
But if everything goes 
according to plan, HBI 
representatives expect 
the building to be com-
pleted in roughly six 
months— just in time 
for spring.

Community partners 
expect the final product 
will fill a need in the 
neighborhood for a gath-
ering space, while at the 
same time preserving 
an important part of 
history.

“Rehabilitation of the 
Comfort Station helps 
tell the story of the 
City of Boston’s 19th 
century expansion and 
the Dorchester neighbor-
hood’s urbanization and 
related transportation 
growth into the 20th 
century,” said Kathy 
Kottaridis, HBI Execu-
tive Director, in a press 
release. “The Comfort 
Station is a remnant of a 
time of growth and trans-
portation innovation, 
and its rehabilitation 
and reuse — particularly 
for a transportation-
related purpose — will 
help to preserve and 
express that story.”

EOL

memberspluscu.org    617-265-6967
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Work begins to convert old Comfort Station in Uphams Corner

Construction is under way at the former Columbia Road Comfort Station. The hope is for an opening 
for the sip-n-spoke venture in the spring.  Dan Sheehan photo
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The Reporter caught up 
with Joyce last week for 
a brief interview about 
her new role:

Q. You are a Dorchester 
resident. Can you tell us 
more about your roots in 
the neighborhood?

A. My grandparents 
were both from Ireland 
and moved to Dorchester 
in 1939.  My grandfather 
owned a grocery store 
on Savin Hill Ave. for 
many years and the 
family moved to North 
Monroe Terrace in 1941 
where my grandparents 
raised their seven kids.  
When my grandmother 
passed away I had the 
opportunity to purchase 
the family home and I’m 
proud to say I’m the third 
generation of Joyces that 
has lived in the same 
house on North Monroe.

Q. Dorchester, which 
is Boston’s largest neigh-
borhood, has a grow-
ing number of licensed 
establishments. There 
will likely be more to 
come. How do you see the 
neighborhood absorbing 
the proliferation of new 
licenses? 

A. It’s exciting to see 
the growing number of 
licensed establishments 
in Dorchester. I believe 
our neighborhood is well 
positioned to absorb 
additional licenses, 
especially as develop-
ment continues to take 
shape.  Walking around 

my own neighborhood, I 
see that the restaurants 
are packed! While some 
might think that the 
increase in the number 
of licenses dilutes and 
decreases the value of 
their licenses (which 
can cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars), we 
saw no evidence of that 
dilution with the most 
recent legislation that 
was passed in 2014.  

I’m especially looking 
forward to seeing the 
new licenses get issued 
in South Bay. South Bay 
was the beneficiary of 
legislation that resulted 
in 15 non-transferable 
licenses specific to that 
development. We’ve 
already issued four of 
those licenses, and in 
the few weeks that I’ve 
been here, the board 
granted a license to a new 
and unique restaurant 
concept that should be 
opening soon. 

It’s important to con-

sider that additional 
licenses are being issued 
for neighborhoods all 
across the city - not just 
Dorchester. With the 
legislation enacted in 
2014, the city of Boston 
was granted 25 addi-
tional liquor licenses 
per year for 3 years, for 
a total of 75 new liquor 
licenses. Of the 75, 60 
liquor licenses were des-
ignated for traditionally 
underserved communi-
ties. Mayor Walsh is 
continuing to advocate 
for additional liquor 
licenses with the goal 
of bringing additional 
wealth-building tools to 
neighborhoods across 
the city, particularly in 
areas that need greater 
commercial activity and 
investment. 

Q. Is the Licensing 
Board as it is currently 
constituted equipped 
to handle the growth 
of the city’s licensed 
infrastructure? How 

might the board and 
city government adapt, 
if necessary?

A. I believe we are.  
The mayor has asked 
me to take some time to 
assess what is working 
and areas where we 
can improve.  He has 
encouraged me to think of 
ways to make the public’s 
experience with the office 
more efficient.  We have 
three experienced police 
officers that work in the 
licensed premise unit 
that focuses on public 
safety first and foremost, 
and they do an outstand-
ing job working with our 
licensed establishments 
and responding to public 
complaints.

Q. A common issue in 
the neighborhood has to 
do with hour restrictions 
for specific businesses. 
How do you view that 
situation?

A. You have to look at 
the specific businesses 
on a case-by-case basis, 
taking into consideration 
the nature of what’s 
being proposed, as well 
as feedback from the 
neighborhood.  Helping 
commerce go forward is 
important. At the same 
time, there are rules that 
must be followed and en-
forced consistently, and 
the community needs an 
opportunity to voice their 
opinions.

Q. What should the 
public expect in the com-
ing months in terms of the 

volume of new licenses or 
transfers— do you expect 
a busy winter season for 
the board?

A. It is a busy season 
for the board and the staff 
and in the Mayor’s Office 
of Consumer Affairs 
and Licensing, which 
oversees all entertain-
ment licenses.  We are 
in the middle of renewal 
season and each licensee 
must complete an annual 
renewal for the board to 
obtain their 2019 license. 
This requires submission 
of their applications and 
supporting documenta-
tion.  Each renewal pack-
age needs to be approved 
and processed by the staff 
on the licensing side or 
the entertainment side 
before final approval by 
the board, or by me.

Q. Do you find yourself 
checking in on establish-
ments yourself in this 
new role?

A. The three Boston 
Police officers from the 
Licensed Premise Unit 
respond to specific com-
plaints and they focus 
on ensuring the public 
is safe. They also spend 
time with business own-
ers, educating them on 
how to best comply with 
the terms of their license, 
and any additional rules 
and regulations. Person-
ally, I’m very active 
in my community and 
I enjoy going to the 
local restaurants in my 
neighborhood.

Q. How have you en-
joyed the role to date?

A. The staff works 
very hard and has been 
extremely supportive 
of me.  The Licenses 
Premise Unit is top notch 
and does a great job in 
ensuring public safety 
and the community’s 
quality of life.  What we 
do on a daily basis pro-
motes Boston’s economic 
growth, new jobs, and 
the development of small 
businesses in Boston.

Q. What do you feel 
prepared you for the 
duties? Any surprises?

A. I feel I was ready 
for this role.  I spent 
several years working 
in the General Counsel’s 
Office at the BPDA where 
I drafted the Article 80 
legal documents that 
memorialized public 
benefits and mitigation 
commitments developers 
were giving the com-
munity.  These final 
agreements came after 
lots of communication 
with the project manage-
ment staff whose job 
it is to help developers 
navigate the process 
while making sure that 
the community’s voice 
was heard.

It’s gratifying for me to 
see how much of what we 
do affects the quality of 
life in Boston’s neighbor-
hoods. You walk down 
the street and you see 
many more options than 
you saw five years ago. 

(Continued from page 1)

@bostonplansbostonplans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Community Meeting

42 Charles Street
VietAID
Dorchester, MA 02122

Thursday, December 6
6:00 PM- 7:30 PM

PLAN: Glover’s Corner, Dorchester

Street & Blocks Workshop:
Emerging Mobility & 
Transportation Recommendations

Event Description
Please join your neighbors to discuss current and future transportation needs in 
Glover’s Corner, and the proposed infrastructure to support it.

As part of a comprehensive neighborhood planning process, join the conversation 
about transportation goals and options to support a future Glover’s Corner 
neighborhood that is affordable, sustainable, and welcoming to all.

If you’re unable to attend, please visit: http://bit.ly/PlanGlovers, email Marie.
Mercurio@boston.gov, or call 617-918-4352 to stay involved. 

Contact:
Marie Mercurio
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4352 | marie.mercurio@boston.gov

PLUS, GET YOUR FREE GIFT WHEN YOU 
OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT!

• No minimum balance required
• No monthly fee
• No monthly service charge
• Free access to Allpoint® ATM  
   network

• Free instant issue ATM/VISA®  
   check card
• Free introductory supply of  
   welcome checks

$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Other fees may apply, see schedule of 
fees for details. 20 Introductory single wallet checks available for a limited time only.  Gift is awarded 
when account is opened. EBSB reserves the right to substitute a gift of similar value. Please note, in 
the event the value of the free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to report the gift value on form 
1099-INT. The recipient is responsible for all applicable taxes. Bank rules and regulations apply. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Member FDIC | Member DIF

800.657.3272    EBSB.com

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT 
AND YOU’LL RECEIVE:

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

City’s Licensing Board chair eyes pressures of  a booming city

Mayor Walsh reads the oath of office to Kathleen 
Joyce last month.  City of Boston photo
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the students they know 
well,” Perille said, “but 
also challenges them 
and all of us to ensure 
that the ultimate plan 
of this 7-12 meets the 
needs of many students 
citywide.”

Perille noted that the 
intent of the BuildBPS 
process has always been 
to solicit feedback from 
stakeholders before mov-
ing forward, so it makes 
sense. The district has 
held 11 hearings so 
far on the most recent 
proposal, which also 
includes the closing 
of two high schools in 
West Roxbury, as well 
as renovations and new 
construction.

The closing of the 
McCormack fits into the 

district’s long-term goal 
of eliminating stand-
alone middle schools. 
District officials said 
enrollment in the city’s 
six middle schools has 
dropped by 1,800 over 
the last six years.

Perille said when she 
stepped into the super-
intendent’s role over 
the summer, she kept 
hearing people asking, 
“ ‘Please put out a plan 
that we can respond 
to. Give us something 
concrete to respond to.’”

And they did. Several 
teachers at the McCor-
mack said they were 
surprised by the plan, 
because over the last 
two years they had been 
talking to district of-
ficials about expanding 
to a 7-12 school rather 

than closing.
“It feels like a be-

trayal,” Meliza Prieto, 
who teaches English as a 
Second Language, said. 
She participated in those 
meetings and said it was 
a “big shock” when she 
heard the McCormack 
was slated for closure.

Said Perille: “We were 
aware that conversa-
tions had been under 
way at different levels 
and over an extended 
period of time” with 
district officials. Many 
of those conversations 
would have predated 
Perille’s tenure.

“The sort of specificity 
and depth that the Mc-
Cormack teachers had 
engaged in this work 
amongst themselves and 
on their own time be-

came even more visible 
after we put the initial 
proposal out there,” she 
added.

District officials said 
they will still enroll 
sixth-graders at the 
McCormack for next 

school year, which will 
be its last as the McCor-
mack. The new building 
in Columbia Point is 
expected to open by the 
fall of 2022.

This  art ic le  was 
originally published by 

WBUR90.9FM, Boston’s 
NPR News Station. The 
Reporter and WBUR 
are in a partnership by 
which the two organiza-
tions share content and 
resources.

(Continued from page 1)

Heeding pushback, BPS 
changes its post-closure plans 
for McCormack School

The John W. McCormack Middle School on Columbia Point. 
Jesse Costa/WBUR photo

By carrie JUng
wBUr reporter

State Auditor Suzanne 
Bump says the Helen 
Y. Davis Leadership 
Academy Charter School 
in Dorchester needs to 
improve its financial 
oversight policies. The 
agency found in an audit 
released last Monday 
(Nov. 19)  several in-
stances of questionable 
spending at the school.

“Our audit found nu-

merous instances where 
funds that should have 
been used to support the 
education of students 
were not properly safe-
guarded,” said Bump in 
a written statement.

According to the re-
port, the school paid for 
$126,333 of poorly docu-
mented or unallowable 
credit card transactions 
between 2014 and 2017. 
The audit also cited an 
incident in which the 

school’s former executive 
director, Karmala Sher-
wood, used school funds 
to make a personal mort-
gage payment. Sherwood 
told state officials that 
happened by accident, 
but, the report said, she 
did not reimburse the 
state until the summer 
of 2017.

The agency also called 
Sherwood’s salary and 
health benefits pack-
age “excessive.” The 

report says the school’s 
board of trustees also 
improperly gave her a 
roughly $100,000 payout 
of unused sick time when 
she retired last year.

Auditors said the 
school should develop 
and implement monitor-
ing controls for credit 
card usage and improve 
training on state finan-
cial reporting require-
ments, among other 
recommendations.

Officials with the 
school did not return 
a request for comment 
Monday.

The Helen Y. Davis 
Leadership Academy 
opened in Dorchester 
in 2003. The Massa-
chusetts Department 
of Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
renewed the school’s 
charter in February, but 
the department placed 
it under probation due 

to issues with financial 
oversight and poor aca-
demic performance.

This audit is the latest 
state probe into the 
school’s finances. The 
Massachusetts Office of 
the Inspector General 
recently wrapped up a 
separate investigation 
into the former executive 
director’s compensation 
package and sick leave 
payout.

State audit finds ongoing problems at Dot charter school
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By madeleine d’angelo
reporter correSpondent

A pair of 17-year-old sing-
ers – Laren England of 
Dorchester and Danny Rivera 
of Mattapan – will get a star 
turn at Thursday night’s 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
on the Boston Common, a 
televised event on WCVB-
Channel 5.  The singers, 
both seniors at Boston Arts 
Academy (BAA), will perform 
their new single “Christmas 
Now,” which will debut on 
Amazon Prime on Dec. 5.

England, who performs 
as Laren Taylor, grew up in 
Dorchester. Her performance 
career began after her mom, 
Jen England, hearing her 
singing along to the car 
stereo, was shocked by the 
power of her daughter’s voice. 

“I wasn’t really the type of 
person that put myself out 
there and showed people that 
I could actually sing,” Laren 
says. “But then I started 
doing vocal lessons, and I 
really enjoyed performing in 
front of other people once I 
got myself out there.” 

She transferred to BAA for 
her junior year in 2017, and 
began her lessons through 
her participation in choirs 
and ensembles. While writing 
her own songs, she received 
support and guidance from 
faculty, and made friends like 
Rivera in her small classes. 

Last fall, England made her 
way to Los Angeles where she 
walked the red carpet at the 
American Music Awards. She 
spent a couple of months in 

LA, writing new music and 
gaining a better understand-
ing of the industry. 

Rivera has been singing 
since the age of five, first with 
his local church and then in 
various school ensembles. 
From a young age, his talent 
was obvious, and in 2011 he 
was selected to perform – and 
sing a solo – at an event 

hosted by President Barack 
Obama. At BAA, Rivera has 
had “the chance to really 
nurture my gift in multiple 
ways,” so he didn’t hesitate 
before agreeing to collaborate 
with England. 

The pair wrote “Christmas 
Now” last month and sent it 
to Amazon, where they got 
approval from producers. In 

a whirlwind couple of days, 
they recorded the song, which 
Amazon has submitted for 
Emmy consideration. Hoping 
to get it out and into the 
world, England contacted 
Mayor Martin Walsh who 
enthusiastically agreed to 
let Rivera and England 
preform “Christmas Now” 
at the Annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony. 

“We want more people 
to hear this new sound 
because it’s not your typical 
Christmas song,” England 
said. “It sounds more this 
generation’s Christmas song 
instead of older, traditional 
songs. And we think that it’s 
just different, and it shows 
our generation more.”

On Monday, England and 
Rivera learned that “Christ-
mas Now” had already made 
it on to the radio with the TJ 

Show on 103.3 FM. 
“A lot has happened in such 

a little bit amount of time, 
and we’re so grateful for the 
support of the community 
really helping push this,” 
Rivera said. “It’s encouraging 
to both of us to continue 
what we’re doing in terms 
of our musicianship and our 
artwork.” 

Although both England 
and Rivera are “shocked” at 
the success of “Christmas 
Now,” they are embracing 
the moment and enjoying the 
support of the community. 

“I have everyone rooting 
me on, and it just feels 
really amazing to have a 
group of people, have a com-
munity, really pushing me 
towards greatness, pushing 
me towards the door of op-
portunity,” Rivera said. “I’m 
speechless.” 

TICKETS
START AT ONLY

$ 25
DECEMBER 14-23

The Strand Theatre, Dorchester
www.ballettheatre.org

617-354-7467

“From the moment  
the curtain rises, there’s  

magic in the air.”  
– The Boston Globe

‘Christmas Now’ puts city duo in brighter, wider spotlight 

A better career 
in one step
Come to our Open House and get  
free, on-the-spot admission.

Saturday, Dec. 1 from 10am – 2pm

500 Rutherford Ave, Boston, MA

Bring your materials including official transcripts 
and we’ll waive the application fee.

Website: cambridgecollege.edu/openhouse

Email: info@cambridgecollege.edu

Phone: 1.800.829.4723

How to 
RSVP

CambridgeCollege.edu

The 77th annual Tree 
Lighting on Boston Common 
will be held Thursday, Nov. 
29, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.   
WCVB’s Anthony Everett 
and Shayna Seymour will 
once again host Channel 5’s 
live broadcast of the event 
beginning at 7 p.m. featuring 
multi-platinum pop star 
Andy Grammer. 

Other performances in-
clude Nova Scotia’s Hillsburn 
and Makayla Lynn, local 
recording artist Phaedra, 
Willy Wonka from “Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory,” 

the cast of North Shore Mu-
sic Theater’s “A Christmas 
Carol,” and the Morning Star 
Baptist Church Gospel Choir. 

This is the 47th year that 
Nova Scotia has given a 
tree to the people of Boston 
as thanks for relief efforts 
following the Dec. 6, 1917, 
explosion of a munitions ship 
in Halifax Harbor.  Within 24 
hours of the disaster a train 
loaded with supplies and 
emergency personnel was 
making its way from Boston 
to Nova Scotia.  

Nova Scotia’s 47th gift tree will
be lighted on Common Nov. 29
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Hip-hop history served up baseline for Dot trivia night
By daniel Sheehan

reporter Staff
“Recite the first four 

bars of Biggie’s 1994 hit 
‘Juicy.’”

This was among the 
first questions posed to 
contestants in the open-
ing round of JeoparDMC, 
a hip-hop trivia game 
held last Sunday night at 
the Dorchester Brewing 
Company. 

Bakari JB, a Roxbury-
based artist and one of 
three contestants chosen 
to compete in the game, 
buzzed in.

“It was all a dream,” 
he began confidently. “I 
used to read Word Up! 
magazines…”

He hesitated. For a 
moment, silence filled 
the packed room. Then, 
the crowd erupted in 
incredulous laughter, 
prompting Bakari to 
hide his face in feigned 
shame.

Moments later, the au-
dience filled in the miss-
ing lyrics themselves, 
chanting in unison: 
“Salt-n-Pepa and Heavy 
D up in the limousine…”

The faux-pas was 
one of several gaffes 
prompted by the event, 
which was organized by 
Jelani Haynes and Ber-
nard Johnson--founding 
members of Dot-based 
rap duo The Hangaz to 
celebrate the release of 
their latest EP, “The 
Homage Project,” an ode 

to 90s rap music and hip 
hop culture

“We chose to recre-
ate and honor some 
obscure and some well-
known 90s records that 
helped to shape our 
upbringing and artistry,” 
explained Haynes, the 
self-proclaimed “button 
masher” of the duo who 
produced every track on 
the project from scratch.

Sunday night’s event 

marked the second it-
eration of JeoparDMC, 
a game invented by 
Haynes and Johnson, 
who debuted it earlier 

this year at the Boston 
Public Library in Copley 
with the help of a grant 
from the Mass Hip Hop 
Archive.

The duo hopes to make 
the game a regular, 
rotating event at dif-
ferent BPL branches 
around the city. No dates 

have been set yet, but 
Johnson says potential 
locations could include 
the Codman Square 
Library and the Grove 
Hall Library. 

“Wherever people will 
pick us up to do it, I’m 
down to do it,” said 
Johnson, who built the 
wooden set and also 
served as host of the 
game show.

Clue categories in-
cluded “Rap-cronyms,” 
“Beat-capella,” “Hip-
hop scotch,” and “Hip 
the Script.” Correct 
answers received a Lil 
Jon “Yeah!” from the 
DJ, while incorrect re-
sponses were hit with 
a James Brown “That 
ain’t right!” With these 
DJ-cued sound bites 
and song sample clues, 
Haynes and Johnson 
aim to make the game 
fun and interactive for 
those watching. And if 
the shouts and laughter 
were any indication, fun 
was indeed had by all.

“It seemed like people 
were really interested in 
it, you know, I think they 
really enjoyed them-
selves,” said Johnson.

Sunday’s JeoparDMC contestants were a trio of Boston artists active in the city’s hip-hop scene: from 
left, Bakari JB, Yemi Osinubi, and winner Mark Merren. 

Dorchester-based clas-
sical guitarist Aaron 
Larget-Caplan wil l 
perform works from his 
latest album, a collection 
of guitar arrangements 

of works by famed com-
poser John Cage, in a 
concert on Sat., Dec. 
1 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Arlington Street Church 
near Boston Common. 

He will be joined by guest 
artists violinist Sharan 
Leventhal (Boston Con-
servatory) and guitarist 
Adam Levin (UMB, and 
University of Rhode 

Island), both of whom are 
featured on the album. 
Tickets for the concert 
can be purchased online 
at johncageguitar.event-
brite.com or at the door. 

Larget-Caplan performs on Dec. 1
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By daniel Sheehan
reporter Staff

As a kid growing up 
in Fields Corner, Olivia 
Irving says her dreams 
were a lot like those of 
other children her age. 
“Like most kids, I wanted 
to be a professional 
athlete when I grew up,” 
she said. “Unfortunately, 
I’ve been the same height 
since I was in sixth 
grade.”

But even with her 
dreams of sports stardom 
dashed, the 25-year-old 
Dorchester native still 
wanted to be involved in 
sports in some capacity. 
Thanks to a post-grad 
internship with Blue Sky 
Sports and Entertain-
ment, a Norwell-based 
sports marketing firm, 
she found a new calling 
off the field.

“That experience made 
me realize that commu-
nity engagement on the 
team side was something 
I wanted to do,” Irving 
said in an interview with 
the Reporter.

Her experience at Blue 
Sky led to an opportunity 
working with Boston’s 
professional sports or-
ganizations as the first-
ever fellow for the city’s 
Take the Lead Initiative, 
an anti-racism campaign 
aimed at making Boston 
sporting events more 
inclusive. 

Since the start of 
her fellowship in April, 
Irving has spent the 
most time with the Red 
Sox’ marketing and 
community relations 
departments, but she 
has also worked two-
week rotating stints with 
the Patriots, Bruins, 
and the New England 
Revolution. Next up: a 
brief assignment with 
the Celtics.

Irving described the 

fellowship so far as 
“amazing and a once in 
a lifetime experience. It’s 
been great seeing behind 
the scenes in the front 
office and learning about 
what happens there to 
make everything on the 
field happen,” she said.

One of the challenges 
she is tasked with as 
a Take the Lead fel-
low involves addressing 
Boston’s reputation as 
an unwelcoming sports 
town, a reputation with 
roots in decades of racist 
Red Sox ownership that 
has been enhanced by 
events in recent memory 
like Baltimore Orioles 
outfielder Adam Jones 
saying he had been 
called a racial epithet 
at Fenway Park just 
last year.

The Take the Lead 
campaign is a chance 
to directly address that 
checkered history and 
write a new one instead, 
Irving said. “It’s kind of a 
way to say regardless of 
what’s happened in the 
past, this is the stance 
that we’re taking going 
forward,” she added.

For her part, Irving is 
reluctant to paint entire 
fan bases with a broad 
brush: “You can’t let 
one bad apple ruin it for 
everyone else,” she said.

But news stories tell us 
there a lot of bad apples— 
and not a few racist 
ones— in the stands 
at sporting events, not 
just in Boston but in 
cities across the country. 
During her time with the 
Red Sox, Irving has seen 
the organization take 
several steps to promote 
inclusivity in a campaign 
that could serve as an 
example for other sports 
organizations.

“We organized a town 
hall where people could 

share their experiences, 
and we’ve hosted small 
group discussions talk-
ing about race and 
diversity,” she said. 
“So, it works as sort of 
a launching point for 
people to start these 
conversations and feel 
a little more comfortable 
bringing them up.”

The initiative also 
hosted the first Take 
the Lead Sports Ca-
reer Summit last April 
at TD Garden, where 
more than 150 youths 
attended panels and 
seminars about working 
in the front office of 
sports organizations. 
A second summit is 
planned for early next 
year. For Irving, provid-
ing front office access 
for students of color is a 
way to ensure that in the 
future all types of fans 
are represented in the 

organization from the 
ground up.

“With teams here 
in Boston, everyone is 
definitely dedicated and 
committed to helping 
increase that diversity,” 
she said.

While far-reaching, 
meaningful change no 
doubt will require some 
patience, Irving says 
she’s already seen im-
pacts on people’s think-
ing through feedback 
from a PSA in which 
Boston sports stars ad-
vocate inclusivity and 
denounce hateful acts. 

“People are starting to 
be more encouraged to 
stand up against racism, 
hate speech, all those 
types of things,” she said. 
“Initiatives like Take 
the Lead can do a lot to 
help create a positive 
reputation.”

Coming Up at the Boston Public Library
Adams Street  
690 Adams Street • 617- 436-6900
Codman Square 
690 Washington Street • 617-436-8214
Fields Corner 
1520 Dorchester Avenue • 617-436-2155
Lower Mills 
27 Richmond Street • 617-298-7841
Uphams Corner 
500 Columbia Road • 617-265-0139
Grove Hall
41 Geneva Avenue • 617-427-3337
Mattapan Branch
1350 Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan • 617-298-9218

ADAMS STREET BRANCH
Thurs., Nov. 29, 10:30 a.m. – Baby & Toddler 

Sing; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help; 4:30 
p.m. – LEGO Builders Club. Fri., Nov. 30, 9:30 
a.m. – Baby & Toddler Playgroup; 3:30 p.m. – Kids’ 
Ukulele Classes. Sat., Dec. 1, 11 a.m. – Drag Queen 
Story Hour. Mon., Dec. 3, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In 
Homework Help. Tues., Dec. 4, 10:30 a.m. – Pre-
school Story Time; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework 
Help;  4:30 p.m. – Kids’ Art Club. Wed., Dec. 5, 
3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. Thurs., Dec. 
6, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help; 4:30 p.m. – 
LEGO Builders Club.  

CODMAN SQUARE BRANCH
Thurs., Nov. 29, 2 p.m. – Dorchester Career 

Access Points Library Hours; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In 
Homework Help; 6 p.m. – SAT Prep Workshop. 
Fri., Nov. 30, 10:30 a.m. – Stories, Stories, Stories; 
2 p.m. – Drop-in Tech Help. Sat., Dec. 1, 9 a.m. – 
USCIS Information Desk at Boston Public Library. 
Mon., Dec. 3, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. 
Tues., Dec. 4, 10:30 a.m. – Free Quilting Classes; 
11 a.m. – Stories, Stories, Stories; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-
In Homework Help. Wed., Dec. 5, 10:30 a.m. – 
Computer Classes: Basics and More; 2 p.m. – Drop-
in Tech Help; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. 
Thurs., Dec. 6, 2 p.m. – Dorchester Career Access 
Points Library Hours; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Home-
work Help. 

FIELDS CORNER BRANCH
Thurs., Nov. 29, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework 

Help. Fri., Nov. 30, 10:30 a.m. – Lapsit Story Time; 
10:30 a.m. – Reading Readiness. Mon., Dec. 3, 3:30 
p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. Tues., Dec. 4, 
Drop-In Homework Help.  Wed., Dec. 5, 10:30 a.m. 
– Preschool Films and Fun; Drop-In Homework 
Help. Thurs., Dec. 6, Drop-In Homework Help.  

GROVE HALL BRANCH
Thurs., Nov. 29, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework 

Help.Fri., Nov. 30, 10:30 a.m. – Short Preschool 
Movie; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. Sat., 
Dec. 1, 1 p.m. – Girls Who Code; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In 
Homework Help. Mon., Dec. 3, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In 
Homework Help. Tues., Dec. 4, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-
In Homework Help. Wed., Dec. 5, 10 a.m. – Drop-
In Career Assistance with Project Place; 11 a.m. – 
Toddler Time; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. 
Thurs., Dec. 6, 12:30 p.m. – Drop-In Tech Thurs-
days; 3 p.m. – USCIS Information Desk; 3:30 p.m. 
– Drop-In Homework Help; 6 p.m. – Holiday Sparc!. 

LOWER MILLS BRANCH
Thurs., Nov. 29, 1 p.m. – Holiday Mosaic Work-

shop; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. Fri., 
Nov. 30, 10 a.m. – Little Wigglers; 1 p.m. – Hum-
phrey Bogart Film Series. Mon., Dec. 3, 3:30 p.m. 
– Drop-In Homework Help. 4 p.m. – LEGO Club. 
Tues., Dec. 4, 11 a.m. – Computer Basics; 3:30 p.m. 
– Drop-In Homework Help. Wed., Dec. 5, 10:30 
a.m. – Preschool Storytime; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In 
Homework Help. Thurs., Dec. 6, 1 p.m. – Holiday 
Mosaic Workshop; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework 
Help.  

MATTAPAN BRANCH
Thurs., Nov. 29, 12:30 p.m. – Pop-Up Crafts, 

7yo+; 3:30 p.m. – Drop- In Homework Help; 6:30 
p.m. – Yoga. Fri., Nov. 30, 10:30 a.m. – Smart 
From the Start Story Hour. Mon., Dec. 3, 10:30 
a.m. – Hugs & Play; Mattapan HiSET/GED Prep 
Class; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help.  Tues., 
Dec. 4, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. Wed., 
Dec. 5, 10:30 a.m. – Toddler Time; Mattapan Hi-
SET/GED Prep Class; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Home-
work Help. Thurs., Dec. 6, 12:30 p.m. – Pop-Up 
Crafts, 7yo+; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help; 
6:30 p.m. – Yoga. 

UPHAMS CORNER BRANCH
Thurs., Nov. 29, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework 

Help. Fri., Nov. 30, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework 
Help. Sat., Dec. 2, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework 
Help. Mon., Dec. 3, 10:30 a.m. – Baby and Toddler 
Lapsit; 2:30 p.m. – Kidz Cooking with Miss Debbie; 
3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help; 4:30 p.m. – 
Make It Mondays: Craft: Weaving a Wall Hanging. 
Tues., Dec. 4, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. 
Wed., Dec. 5, 11 a.m. – Preschool Story Craft Pro-
gram; 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help. Thurs., 
Dec. 6, 3:30 p.m. – Drop-In Homework Help; 5 p.m. 
– Holiday Open House.

Dot native helps Boston sports teams
‘Take the Lead’ in tackling race issues

A Program of All-Inclusive Care 
for the Elderly

Serving the Dorchester 
area for 22 years

We coordinate, provide 
and supervise all the 
health care and home 
services needed to 
keep aging individuals 
safe and comfortable 
where they want to 
stay, in their own home!

• Primary care physicians
• Transportation
• Home Care and VNA
• Adult Day Health Center
• Dental Services
• Pharmacy

Call to arrange a PACE 
visit today.

We provide assistance 
to help keep your 
loved one at home, 
and support you as 
caregiver.  
We make your 
        job easier.

Boston 617.533.2430
1135 Morton Street, Mattapan

Caring 
for a loved 
one at 
home?

Olivia Irving with eight-year-old Hailey Dawson 
who with her prosthetic hand threw out the first 
pitch at Fenway Park in July.  Olivia Irving photo
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Shumeane L. Ben-
ford of Dorchester has 
been named as Boston’s 
new chief of the Office 

of Emergency Manage-
ment (OEM) by Mayor 
Martin Walsh .  As 
Chief, Benford will have 
have direct oversight of 
the office’s emergency 
planning, training, and 
exercise programs and 
manage relationships 
with regional, state, 
and federal homeland 
security partners. 

Benford is a veteran 
Boston Police officer. 
He most recently served 
as Deputy Chief of the 

Boston Public Health 
Commission police, 
where he led the design 
and creation of a new 
Public Safety Operations 
Center. 

“Shumeane has proven 
over his career that he is 
a leader who develops a 
strategic plan, works 
with the community, 
and delivers positive 
results,” said Mayor 
Walsh. “I am proud he 
will be leading Boston’s 
Office of Emergency 
Management, an office 
that helps keeps our 
city safe. I look forward 
to Shumeane beginning 
his new role, and leading 
this important depart-
ment.” 

Benford, a lifelong 
Bostonian, received his 
Masters Degree from 
Suffolk University, and 
his BA from Curry Col-
lege. He is ab adjunct 
professor at Roxbury 
Community College and 
lives in Dorchester with 
his family. 

The Central Boston 
Elder Services Board of 
Directors has announced 
the appointment of 
Dorchester resident 
Michael A. Vance as 
its new Chief Executive 
Officer. A Mattapan na-
tive, Vance joined ABCD 
as an Assistant Director 
at the Mattapan Family 
Service Center in 1993. 
He was soon promoted to 
ABCD Director of Field 
Operations. In 1999, he 
became Vice President 
of Field Operations, 
responsible for 14-17 
Boston neighborhood 
sites, supervising di-
rectors and operations 
managers. 

“Mike is a highly 
respected community 
leader, a person of con-
science and integrity, 
who meets every chal-
lenge with strength and 
intelligence,” said ABCD 

President/CEO John 
J. Drew. “He will be 
greatly missed at ABCD. 
Central Boston Elder 
Services is fortunate to 
have him and I know he 
will continue to make 
important contributions 
to our people and neigh-
borhoods in Boston and 
beyond.”

“I am deeply honored 
by this outstanding 
opportunity to make a 
difference in the lives of 
our older residents and 
those with disabilities 
who deserve a help-
ing hand to live with 
dignity and function 
at their full potential,” 
said Vance. “Central 
Boston Elder Services 
stands ready to work 
with families, caregivers 
and community and 
corporate partners to 
reduce social, economic 
and health disparities 

for those we serve. In 
this critical time, as our 
huge wave of baby boom-
ers age, we need to work 
together to ensure that 
needed programs and 
services are in place.”

A graduate of Noble 
& Greenough School in 
Dedham, Vance earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology at Tufts 
University and a mas-
ter’s in management at 
Lesley University. He 
serves on more than a 
dozen community and 
corporate boards. 

Reporter’s News about people
 in & around our NeighborhoodsPeople

Continuing the Society’s exhibit 
honoring the Dorchester residents 
who served our country during World 
War I, with this report we honor:

Charles Bertram (or Bertrand) 
McDonald, who was born July 18, 
1897, to Frank Hubert and Clara 
Edna (Willard) McDonald of 1066 
Washington Street, Dorchester. The 
Boston-born Frank was a builder, 
and Clara, a native of Maine, was 
a waitress born in Maine. They had 
an older son, George, and by 1900, 
they were a family of 5 as there was 
now a daughter, Marjorie. They were 
living at 2157 Dorchester Avenue, 
and Frank was listed as a carpenter.

On May 29, 1917, the 19-year-old 
Charles enlisted in the Navy at the 
Boston Navy Yard as an apprentice 
seaman. He served on the USS 

Virginia, and sailed to Hampton 
Roads on Aug. 27. The ship returned 
to Boston for repairs in February 
1918. Shortly after, Charles sailed 
overseas and was stationed at Brest, 
France, until he returned to Newport 
News a month after the armistice. 
After external repairs to his ship 
in the Boston yard in July 1919, he 
was transferred to the USS Idaho, 
which sailed for Rio Janeiro later 
that month. He later moved through 
the Panama Canal for ports on the 
West Coast, including San Francisco, 
before he was transferred to the East 
Coast for his honorable discharge 
in October in Hingham, Mass., as a 
Fireman 1st Class.

In 1920, the family was reunited 
at 2157R Dorchester Avenue. 
Charles was a fireman for the 
railroad and George was a mill 

hand at the chocolate mill. In 1921, 
Charles married Beatrice Hickey, a 
22-year-old native of PEI who was 
living at 160 Brookline Street. The 
ceremony was officiated over by A.A. 
Rideout, at the Blaney Memorial 
Baptist Church, 69 Richmond St., 
Dorchester.

In 1930, the couple, with their son, 
Roy, was renting at 44 Sexton Street 
and they had a radio set. Charles was 
listed as an engineer in the electric 
light industry.

Charles died of heart disease at 
age 56 on June 22, 1953. He was 
survived by Beatrice, Roy, and his 
sister Marjorie and buried in Cedar 
Grove Cemetery.

The archive of these historical 
posts can be viewed on the blog at 
dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org.

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
dorcheSter hiStorical Society

Charles B. McDonald 

Jose Antonio Vargas, who 
wrote Dear America: Notes from 
an Undocumented Citizen, spoke 
to students at Boston Collegiate 
Charter School in Dorchester last 
week about his experiences grow-
ing up as an illegal immigrant 
in America. Vargas was born in 
the Philippines, and was sent to 
America when he was 12 years 

old by his mother to live with his 
grandparents. He later discovered 
his immigration papers were fake. 
Now in his 30’s, he is still living 
here illegally. 

Vargas engaged in a conversa-
tion with students who are part 
of a class at Boston Collegiate 
that specifically deals with issues 
related to immigration policy.

Vargas is a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning journalist, Emmy-nominated 
filmmaker, and a leading voice for 
the human rights of immigrants. 
He is the founder and CEO of 
Define American, the nation’s 
leading non-profit media and 
culture organization that fights 
injustice and anti-immigrant hate 
through the power of storytelling.

Vance named CEO 
of  Central Boston 
Elder Services

Michael A. Vance

Shumeane L. Benford

Girl Scout Nikayla Mar-
tin of Dorchester was 
selected to help open 
the Michelle Obama Be-
coming book tour at the 
TD Garden in Boston on 
Sat., Nov. 25. What did 
she say to a crowd of 
20,000? “I am becoming a 
young, strong educated 
woman who loves sci-
ence. I believe that I can 
make a difference in the 
world today.” Nikayla 
is pictured with Sharon 
Curry of Dorchester, 
president of the Theroch 
Tenants Association.

T w e n t y - s e v e n 
Dorchester students 
made the Honor Roll 
this fall at Boston Col-
lege High School. From 
the class of 2019: Paul 
Alexis, William Cole-
French and Dennis Dang 
achieved High Honors; 
S h a n e  D o n o v a n , 
Nolan Mahoney and 
William Penella re-
ceived honors; juniors 
Berenger Dufresne, 
Aaron Le and Roman 
Natale notched high 
honors and classmate 
Nelson Pires earned 

honors; Syrus Richter 
and Richard Tierney 
from the class of 2021 
earned High Honors; 
Dyllan Bui, Brian 
Nguyen, Korey Sam, 
Shamari Skelly, John 
Studley and Timmy 
Tran made Honors. 

Among the freshman 
class, Timothy Cole-
French, Donald Le, 
Zachary Melo  and 
James O’Connel l 
achieved High Honors; 
Jack Burke, Niall Dal-
ton, Zachory Durham, 
Huy Giang and Niall 

Ryan made Honors.
For High Honors an 

upperclassman must 
have at least a 3.80 
quality point average 
and all grades ‘”C+” 
or higher. A freshman 
needs a 3.6 QPA and all 
grades ‘”C+” or higher. 
For Honors a Soph., 
Jr.,Sr. must have at least 
a 3.20 quality point aver-
age and all grades ‘”C-” or 
higher. Freshmen need 
a 3.165 quality point 
average and all grades 
‘”C-” or higher.

27 from Dot make BC High Honor Roll
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By wendy foSter
Special to the reporter

Education is the most effective tool to provide 
students with upward mobility, yet according to 
data from Boston Public Schools and The Boston 
Foundation, a ninth grader in the system today has 
less than a 20 percent chance of graduating from 
a four-year college. The challenge is even greater 
for students who will be the first in their family to 
go to college and have to navigate the process with 
little help. 

There is a tremendous opportunity to improve 
how we, as a society, are helping Massachusetts 
students succeed in their academic careers. With 
hundreds of students now facing displacement in 
our Dorchester and Roxbury communities as a result 
of the closings of the John W. McCormack Middle 
School, Roxbury’s Urban Science Academy, and West 
Roxbury Academy, there is worry of overcrowding 
and under-staffing, which will only exacerbate the 
issue. And while BuildPBS shows hopeful signs of 
creating long-term success for the school system 
through investments in new buildings, renovating 
facilities, and implementing technology, we need to 
be doing more now.

Local initiatives specifically designed to better 
our students’ chances of succeeding in school and 
accessing higher education are rising, such as the 
recently launched SeedMA Baby program. The 
initiative – which will begin in January 2020 – has 
promised that every baby born to, or adopted by, a 
Massachusetts resident will be eligible for a free 
$50 seed deposit into a U.Fund 529 college savings 
account.  

While financial planning to pay for college is a 
crucial step, developing the foundational social 
and emotional skills critical to student success in 
high school and college, and having real knowledge 
about how to prepare for, apply to and select the 
best post-secondary education option, are just as 
important – and these steps can be executed almost 
immediately. Early intervention and individualized 
support are proven building blocks that can empower 
students to fulfill their academic potential, yet the 
average guidance counselor to student ratio is 1 to 450 
students. Our students need more mentors and role 
models who have completed post-secondary education 
and can uniquely deliver resources beyond classroom 
learning to provide more customized support. 

To address this, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Mas-
sachusetts Bay – in collaboration with Boston Public 
Schools and iMentor – has partnered with two Boston 
high schools: the Boston Green Academy and the 

Edward M. Kennedy Academy for Health Careers. 
Working together, we established Mentor 2.0 – an 
innovative, technology-enhanced program that will 
match every student in these schools with a dedicated, 
college-educated mentor for all four years of high 
school. So far, 97 percent of Mentor 2.0 students 
completed their college applications and 88 percent 
expect to earn a college degree. Furthermore, 
students who participate in this program are 59 
percent more likely to graduate from college than 
the national average (26 percent) of youth from 
low-income communities. None of this would be 
possible without the commitment of the program’s 
adult mentors who are volunteering their time and 
changing the trajectory of our students’ academic 
careers, one weekly interaction at a time. 

 While there are many programs and initiatives in 
place to help address the challenges that students in 
Dorchester, Roxbury, and beyond are facing, none of 
them is prepared to address the issue immediately. 
It is critical that our community join together now to 
defend the potential of our students by providing them 
with the dedicated support and resources required 
for them to succeed academically and profession-
ally. Whether it’s through mentoring, volunteering, 
advocating or donating, consider how to get involved 
in our city’s schools and create a brighter future for 
Boston’s students. 

Wendy Foster is the president & CEO of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Massachusetts Bay.

By JameS w. dolan
Special to the reporter

I’m tired of “breaking news.” In an effort to gin up 
interest, the networks exaggerate the importance of 
almost every news broadcast, no matter how routine. 
What used to be “news bulletins” or just “reports,” 
are now promoted as seismic events as they compete 
for audience share. It’s the equivalent of pushing 
reporters out into hurricanes or snow storms to 
dramatize their impact.

Television news in particular 
has become entertainment. The 
cable networks and their collection 
of experts clog up the airwaves day 
after day with the same thing. 
How many times and how many 
different ways can you analyze the 
same thing? Has politics in the age 
of Trump become entertainment 
or have the networks discovered 
entertainment is more popular 

and thus more profitable than news? 
I write this as a political junkie who for too long 

has been addicted to cable news. But I’m ready to 
kick the habit. I’m tired of listening to politicians 
describe even the most dreadful actions as “unac-
ceptable” or “inappropriate.” Wearing a tank top to a 
wedding is unacceptable. Smoking in a restaurant is 
inappropriate. The murder of a respected journalist 
is outrageous. The insulting of a woman by the 
president is despicable.

I’m tired of listening to reporters ask a guest to 
“unpack” a subject so the panel can “drill down” 
on what it means – the so-called “takeaways.” I’m 
tired of listening to Chris Matthews ask a guest for 
his opinion and then spend the next three minutes 
giving his own before saying “your thoughts.” I’m 
tired of Joe Scarborough’s ranting and raving. But 
I suppose you can’t expect them to be on day after 

day, year after year without losing it.
We are captured in a whirlpool of blather pulling 

us under to where reason, reflection, and peace 
can no longer penetrate. Lost in today, we ignore 
the spiritual. It’s time to turn inward, to search for 
meaning elsewhere. It will not be found in the daily 
din that draws us ever closer to the absurd. There 
must be something more important, more substantial, 
more uplifting out there to which we can turn for 
inspiration, comfort, and direction.

Mankind as manifest daily in the news is a huge 
disappointment. I pray there is a reality beyond the 
news, a place of refuge where we can truly explore 
who we are and why we exist. Thankfully, there are 
thinkers who probe these issues who, too often, are 
overlooked in the welter of what today passes for 
analysis. Among the philosophers, theologians, art-
ists, poets, authors, historians, and (some) columnists 
of today and times past, one can find searchers for 
a deeper truth. They’re out there, but they’re just a 
little harder to find.

In order to understand, we must venture beyond 
the everyday, break loose from the oppressive bonds 
of today’s distractions. I cling to faith. For me, it is 
an affirmation of hope, a belief in design and purpose 
and, ultimately, in God for several reasons. 

First, because I need to. Otherwise, I could be 
overwhelmed by mankind’s inhumanity. Second, 
because of the goodness that exists and is manifested 
in so many ways. Third, because of the beauty, im-
mensity, and order of the universe. Fourth, because 
I accept love, truth, and justice as objective reality, 
ultimate virtues reflecting a higher power rather 
than by-products of evolution.

I don’t have the answers, but I believe I’m dealing 
with the right questions. In a world where so much 
time is wasted, that should pass for progress. 

James W. Dolan is a retired Dorchester District 
Court judge who now practices law.

Off the Bench

James W. Dolan
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The Reporter

We need more near-term solutions
for Boston’s public school students

I have to believe that there’s a
reality beyond ‘breaking news’

The Dorchester Historical Society — one of the 
neighborhood’s oldest and most respected organiza-
tions— this week found itself in the very awkward 
position of apologizing for a holiday postcard that 
was widely ridiculed online and in news reports. 

The card’s winter-themed message—“I’m dream-
ing of a white… Dorchester”— was poorly-conceived, 
easily misinterpreted, and never should have been 
created or sent out.

When it began making the rounds on social media 
with the obvious critiques of racial insensitivity, the 
Society quickly removed the image of the postcard 
from its social media platforms, then issued a 
statement that explained, in part:

“Unfortunately, though this postcard was designed 
with the Bing Crosby song in mind, it should never 
have gone out. We are very truly sorry … and we 
want to apologize for its unintended consequence; 
to say we are horrified is an understatement.”

Those who aren’t familiar with the DHS may be 
forgiven for thinking the worst. But we have been 
covering this neighborhood and the DHS since our 
inception in 1983. For what it’s worth, we take the 
officers at their word and accept their apology.

The Historical Society has been a force for good 
in Dorchester and Mattapan. Its work keeps us 
connected to our past in all of its complexities. It 
has been the key agent in protecting endangered 
properties and in restoring important historic 
treasures, including the James Blake house, the 
oldest in the city. 

In its earliest days, the DHS launched Dorchester 
Day, which remains a great celebration. In its modern 
incarnation, the Society runs monthly programs 
that illuminate Dorchester’s history in diverse and 
meaningful ways. It has opened up its impressive 
collection of artifacts and images to the world through 
an indispensable website, the Dorchester Atheneum 
(dorchesteratheneum.org).

We were saddened to see that many online com-
ments made a presumption that there must be a 
sinister motive behind the postcard. And certainly, in 
light of the public embarrassment, we’re certain the 
Society will pause to reflect on how it can do better. 

Readers of this space know that we don’t tolerate 
racists or their enablers. In our decades of writing 
about the DHS and its key people, we’ve never had 
any reason to believe they harbor anything but the 
best intentions for all of Dorchester’s people. That 
won’t change due to one ill-conceived postcard.

– Bill Forry

You can support BPD, and civil liberties
Another flap that made headlines this week 

involves our city’s police commissioner— William 
Gross— and his critique of the American Civil 
Liberties Union(ACLU). Gross wrote and posted a 
scathing rebuke of the organization on his Facebook 
page— and later doubled-down on his remarks, 
which dismissed the group as “paper warriors” who 
are absent from the larger effort to make Boston safe. 

Gross’ comments came in response to an ACLU 
lawsuit that seeks to make public elements of how 
the BPD tracks city teens and young adults who 
are allegedly affiliated with gangs. Gross’s rebuke 
of the group was cheered by many, including many 
Boston police officers.

Gross may have cause to feel aggravated by law-
suits that seek to probe and check his police tactics; 
and he would not be alone in those feelings. The 
ACLU frequently finds itself at odds with all sides 
of the political spectrum in defending unpopular 
speech, for example.

But, for our city’s top law enforcement leader to 
so roundly denounce the efforts of the ACLU or 
similar organizations that seek to bring a measure of 
scrutiny to police actions sends the wrong message. 

Police officers are not infallible. Internal 
mechanisms for policing law enforcement agencies 
are not always a sufficient check and balance. 
However unpleasant, the tool of external inquiry 
can be —and should remain— a tool to help the 
public better understand how law enforcement is 
deployed and how public policies must adapt to a 
changing environment, both nationally and in our 
own backyard.

Gross and his fellow officers should know that 
Bostonians appreciate their daily efforts to keep 
us safe. But this community also understands that 
sometimes the police department— like all public 
agencies— bears scrutiny. Those two sentiments are 
not contradictory. We hope that the commissioner 
and City Hall in general will acknowledge that 
dynamic moving forward. 

-BF

Holiday postcard gaffe
should not define work
of  Historical Society
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BPS has ended suspensions for youngest students
By max larKin

wBUr reporter
After a legal threat and 

a prolonged negotiation, 
Boston Public Schools 
officials this month com-
mitted to a new regime 
of student discipline: The 
district will no longer 
suspend students in 
kindergarten, first, and 
second grades. 

W B U R  r e p o r t i n g 
found that more than 
600 kindergartners were 
suspended in Massachu-
setts in 2014-15.

Under the agreement, 
the city schools will also 
block suspensions for 
third to fifth graders 
starting next school year 
except in cases where 
those students have 
committed misconduct 
such as “serious physical 
harm,” bringing a weapon 
to school, or repeated 
bullying.

The distr ict  a lso 
pledged to train all edu-
cational staff on the nega-
tive effects suspensions 
have on student learning 
and on alternative “non-
exclusionary” approaches 
to discipline.

In a statement, interim 
superintendent Laura 
Perille thanked Greater 
Boston Legal Services 
(GBLS) for working with 
the district on the new 
policies, and promised 
to follow through on 
“full implementation of 
disciplinary protocols” 
with staff.

The changes were in 
response to a threatened 
challenge from GBLS, 
which represents low-
income clients.

The official rate of 
suspensions at Boston 
Public Schools has 
been dropping in recent 
years: from 6.2 percent of 
students in the 2012-
13 school year to 3.8 
percent in 2016-17.

But a complaint final-
ized by GBLS in early 
2017 alleged that that 
was only half the story. 
“All levels of BPS educa-
tional staff ... routinely 
call parents and instruct 
them to pick students up 
early,” the complaint al-
leged. “If parents refuse, 
school leaders attempt 
to persuade, intimidate, 
or bully parents into 
compliance.”

Elizabeth McIntyre 
led this effort as part 
of GBLS’s School To 
Prison Pipeline Interven-
tion Project. She said it 
sometimes took the form 
of escalating threats to 
parents: “ ‘You have to 
come pick them up, or 
I’m gonna call the police.’ 
‘You have to come pick 
them up, or I’m gonna 
call an ambulance.’”

Because this off-the-
books process occurs 
without a suspension 
hearing  or written notice 
of the action, GBLS 
argued that it is in viola-
tion of state law.

McIntyre said that she 

was “very impressed” 
with the way the district 
handled their complaint: 
agreeing to change its 
processes and guidance 
before the matter went 
to court. They negotiated 
for a year and a half over 

the provisions in a Nov. 
16 settlement.

McIntyre, who observed 
“unlawful suspensions” 
at more than 40 of Bos-
ton’s 125 public schools, 
said she hopes this agree-
ment can be reproduced 

in other districts relying 
on this practice.

As it  pressed its 
complaint, GBLS rep-
resented 283 students 
who had been unlawfully 
suspended since 2014. All 
were students of color and 

all were low-income.
This story was first 

published by WBUR 
90.9FM on Nov. 16. The 
Reporter and WBUR are 
in a partnership by which 
the news organizations 
share resources.
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Governor Charlie Bak-
er and Mayor Martin 
J. Walsh were among 
the guests on hand last 
Monday (Nov. 19) as 
the Epiphany School 
celebrated the opening 
of its new Early Learning 
Center (ELC) for infants, 
toddlers, and families. 
The 17,000 square foot, 
$25 million facility was 
completed earlier this 
year at 230 Centre St. 
Epiphany welcomed its 
first class of 16 infants 
and 4 preschoolers in 
September. The Center is licensed by the Depart-
ment of Early Education and Care and will serve 
64 children and their entire families at full capac-
ity. Shown inset: Michelle Sanchez, Director of 
Epiphany School Early Learning Center.

Mayor’s Office Photo by Isabel Leon

More tree lightings Planned 
on ‘enchanted’ tour

The Mayor’s Enchanted Trolley Tour starts on 
Friday, November 30 with a stop at Mattapan Square 
at 5:30 p.m. and ends in Adams Corner, Dorchester 
on Sunday, December 2 at 7 p.m. On Sat., Dec. 1 the 
tour will make a stop in Codman Sq. at 1 p.m. 

The event is sponsored by Bank of America, and 
includes visits with Santa, holiday performances, 
tree lightings, and more.
Kennedy library PrograM 
on ‘religion and Politics’

Washington Post columnist E.J. Dionne examines 
the role of religion in American politics with Margery 
Eagan, co-host of WGBH’s Boston Public Radio on 
Thurs., Nov. 29 from 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Register by 
calling 617-514-1643 or jfklibrary.org/forums.
John Kerry sPeaKs at eMK institute 
on dec. 6

The Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the US Senate 
hosts former Secretary of State and US Senator John 
Kerry for a wide-ranging, moderated conversation on 

Thurs., Dec. 6 at 6:30 p.m. Register at emkinstitute.
org/programs.
bPda Meeting on Plan: glover’s corner

The BPDA will host a community meeting on Thurs., 
Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. to discuss Street and Blocks: Emerging 
Mobility and Transportation Recommendations as 
part of the ongoing PLAN: Glover’s Corner initiative. 
The meeting will happen at VietAID, 42 Charles St., 
Dorchester. See bit.ly/PlanGlovers for more info.
Plan: MattaPan Meeting on dec. 10

Join the Boston Planning & Development Agency, 
other City officials, and neighbors for the second 
workshop for the PLAN: Mattapan planning initiative 
on Mon., Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the Mildred Avenue 
Community Center, 5 Mildred Ave. Contact Muge 
Undemir at BPDA at mugzy.undemir@boston.gov 
or 617-918-4488.
boston coMMon tree lighting on nov. 29

Mayor Martin J. Walsh and The Honourable Karen 

Casey, Deputy Premier of Nova Scotia, will celebrate 
the 77th annual Tree Lighting on Boston Common on 
Thurs., Nov.29, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.   The holiday 
lights throughout both parks will light up in sequence 
shortly before 8 p.m. when Mayor Walsh is joined 
onstage by Deputy Premier Casey, members of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and Santa Claus.  
The show will close with a pyrotechnic display by 
Atlas PyroVision. 

 WCVB’s Anthony Everett and Shayna Seymour 
will once again host Channel 5’s live broadcast of the 
event beginning at 7 p.m. featuring multi-platinum 
pop star Andy Grammer, music from Nova Scotia’s 
Hillsburn and

Makayla Lynn, local recording artist Phaedra, Willy 
Wonka from “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,” the 
cast of North Shore Music Theater’s “A Christmas 
Carol,” and the Morning Star Baptist Church Gospel 
Choir.

(Continued on page 16)
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By Jennifer Smith
newS editor

UMass Boston is nearing 
completion on its utility 
corridor and expects to begin 
construction on its new Sci-
ence Center this winter, 
according to a presentation 
shown during a Nov. 8 meeting 
on the campus. The meeting 
was intended to update the 
public on the 25-Year Campus 
Master Plan, which began in 
2006. 

“The first phase is now near 
completion and has been the 
driver of much of the campus 
construction over the past 
ten years,” said DeWayne 
Lehman, a UMass Boston 
spokesperson. “Throughout 
this phase of construction 
there has been regular 
engagement with elected 
officials, the surrounding 
Boston communities, the city, 
and campus stakeholders... 
We will continue this open 
and inclusive process going 
forward.”

An ongoing Utility Corridor 
and Roadway Relocation 
project, meant to address 
the university’s perimeter 
landscape and transportation 
plan, with multi-modal path-
ways and green space, should 
wrap up before the year’s end. 
Given the coastal campus’s 
vulnerability to weather 
and flooding, a presentation 
slide noted, “stormwater 
management will include bio-
retention areas that become 
part of the campus landscape 
and include native plantings.”

Other ongoing projects on 

the campus include elevator 
replacements, repairs to the 
outside of existing buildings 
and loading docks, and interim 
substructure stabilization. 
Critical repair and deferred 
maintenance projects like 
doors, HVAC, plumbing, and 
electrical work will take place 
over the next five years.

After a Boston Globe report 
found numerous instances of 
problems with the recently 
completed dormitories, in-
terim chancellor Katherine 
Newman released a statement 
decrying the “unacceptable 
conditions related to security, 
construction problems, and 
food service quality in the new 
residence halls.”

Increased security was 
implemented at the halls in 
mid-November, and residents 

were reminded of policies for-
bidding substances like drugs 
and alcohol on the premises. 
Newman said Capstone, the 
building owner, is reviewing 
and addressing problems 
regarding elevators, utilities, 
and other infrastructure 
issues. 

“Big building complexes 
develop problems,” Newman 
said. “We have to expect them 
from time to time, but we also 
have to be assured they will 
be resolved.”

Former interim chancellor 
Barry Mills announced in 
early 2018 that a new plan 
for repairing the substructure 
would still involve demolish-
ing the original Science Cen-
ter, plaza, and pool, “creating 
an elaborately landscaped, 
four-acre campus quad,” but 

with adjustments to save on 
costs.

The Columbia Point campus 
expects to vacate the old 
Science Center by this coming 
summer, university officials 
said. Construction on the 
replacement project is slated 
to begin next month and will 
likely be a three-year project.

“A number of departments, 
programs, faculty, and staff 
currently remain in the Sci-
ence Center,” according to 
the presentation, which noted 
that “the university is design-
ing renovations in original 
campus buildings, to relocate 
the occupants and functions 
to enable the Science Center’s 
demolition.”

The final part of the presen-
tation focused on the former 
Bayside Expo site, a 20-acre 

UMass-owned property that 
was fully demolished in 
2016 and is now serving as 
a swing space for parking. 
It was briefly considered 
as the potential site of a 
Robert Kraft-controlled sports 
stadium, until talks between 
Kraft and UMass ended in 
April 2017.

“When UMass was being 
talked about as a stadium — 
and I don’t know how real that 
was. That seemed like a bal-
loon that was just floated out 
there,” City Councillor Frank 
Baker said in an interview 
last week. “But now, because 
of that we’re actually at point 
where they have educated 
themselves on the Master 
Plan. They know about how 
neighborhoods around UMass 
are stuck where they are. We 
live closer than anybody to 
the water and can’t get to the 
water.”

The master plan itself, 
Baker notes, “is a good jump-
ing off point” for the village 
that did envision some height 
and density. While UMass 
“wasn’t in the mix” at the 
time, he said, the connections 
the plan called for are still 
relevant.

Sixteen potential develop-
ers responded to a university 
call for offers in April 2018, 
and the campus still expects 
an announcement of their 
selected development part-
ner before the year’s end. 
“Development concepts will 
include community input 
through a separate process,” 
the presentation noted.

KENNEDY LIBRARY FORUMSe 
at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum

From Boston to
Yorktown: Tales of the 
National Trails 

Tuesday, December 4, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the National Trails 
Act of 1968, Nathaniel Philbrick, author of In the Hurricane’s Eye: 
The Genius of George Washington and the Victory 
at Yorktown, and other panelists explore key  
events at historic sites featured in National  
Historic Trails and National Recreation Trails.

Something Wonderful: 
Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s 
Broadway Revolution
Wednesday, December 5, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m 
Todd S. Purdum, contributing editor at Vanity Fair and senior writer 
at Politico, discusses his new 
book, Something Wonderful: 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
Broadway Revolution with 
Jared Bowen, host of WGBH’s 
Open Studio  

 RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION:   All forums are free and open to the public. Reservations are strongly recommended. They guarantee a seat in the building but not the main hall. Doors to the 
main hall open approximately one hour before the program begins.   To make a reservation, you may either call 617.514.1643 or register online at www.jfklibrary.org/forums.
Please check our website periodically for updates to our upcoming Forums.

With generous support from:JOHN F. KENNEDY
PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

Columbia Point, Boston, Massachusetts 02125

X

Directions at www.jfklibrary.org     Accessible by:                JFK/UMass (Red Line)

UMass reviews master plan; Science Center launch on tap

A slide from a UMass Boston presentation shows details of work expected to begin soon. 
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2HRS OF BOWLING     SHOES & SPORT SOCKS    CHOICE OF FOOD PACKAGE  BELOW  

• PIZZA 
• BREAD STICKS 
• HOUSE SALAD 
• CAESAR SALAD 
• TACO DIP DISPLAY 
• ASSORTED CALZONES 
• CHEESE & VEG DISPLAY 
• BUFFALO CHICKEN DIP  
• SPINACH & ARTICHOKE DIP 
• CRANBERRY WALNUT SALAD 
• ASSORTED QUESADILLA DISPLAY  

• BBQ RIBS                 
• CHICKEN PARM 
• PASTA PRIMAVERA 
• BAKED HADDOCK                             
• PASTA BOLOGNESE 
• STEAK TIPS OVER RICE                                 
• EGGPLANT ROLLATINI 
• CHICKEN BROCCOLI & ZITI 
• CHICKEN STIR FRY OVER RICE 
• SAUSAGE PEPPERS & ONIONS 

• FRENCH FRIES 
• BEEF SKEWERS  
• CHICKEN WINGS 
• ITALIAN MEATBALLS  
• CHICKEN SKEWERS 
• PULLED PORK SLIDERS 
• CHEESEBURGER SLIDERS 
• VEGETARIAN EGG ROLLS 
• CLASSIC CHICKEN TENDERS 
• BUFFALO CHICKEN TENDERS 
• FRANKS WRAPPED IN PRETZEL                                                                               

PIZZA BUFFET  
MIXED GARDEN SALAD  
WITH UNLIMITED SODA 

First rate service on a first name basis.

The right mortgage for you 
is close to home.

Conveniently located 
at 100 Hallet Street 
in Dorchester, East 
West Mortgage was 
established to give 
Dorchester residents 
access to the right 
mortgage for their individual financial situation. If you’re 
in the market for any type of mortgage, whether fixed or 
adjustable, first-time home buyers or refinancing, come 
visit us. We’re in your neighborhood.

100 Hallet Street, Dorchester • 617-247-4747 
Opening December 3, 2018

NMLS 1746559

East West Ad-Close 5x6.indd   1 11/26/18   11:19 AM

By Jennifer Smith
newS editor

City Councillor and  
Congresswoman-elect 
Ayanna Pressley has 
thrown her support to 
US. Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
whose bid to retake the 
speaker’s chair in the 
next Congress has met 
with opposition from 
some in the Democratic 
caucus on Capitol Hill.

In a statement issued 
on Monday, Pressley 
said that she would be 
supporting Pelosi for 
speaker, US Rep. Bar-
bara Lee of California for 
the Democratic Caucus 
chair, and Massachu-

setts Congresswoman 
Katherine Clark as vice 
chair.

“There is tremendous 
energy and focus within 
the Democratic caucus - 
not only to resist Donald 
Trump and his cruel, 
draconian policies but 
also to tackle a bold, pro-
gressive agenda that will 
generate real progress 
for the communities we 
represent,” Pressley said 
in the statement.

With this move, Press-
ley has joined the major-
ity in a clear divide over 
Pelosi’s candidacy in the 
state’s Washington del-
egation. US Reps. Seth 

Moulton and Stephen 
Lynch have said they are 
opposed to reseating her 
as speaker while Clark, 
Bill Keating, Jim Mc-
Govern, Richard Neal, 
Joe Kennedy III, and 
now incoming congress-
women Lori Trahan and 
Pressley support her. 

In a dramatic pri-
mary election, Press-
ley unseated current 
Congressman Michael 
Capuano, whose 10-term 
incumbency and associ-
ated seniority perks were 
campaign points. On the 
whole, members of the 
Massachusetts delega-
tion are poised to take 

on significant leadership 
roles in the soon-to-be 
Democratic-controlled 
House.

Neal, of Springfield, 
is expected to become 
chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee; 
McGovern, representing 
the 2nd Congressional 
District, is likely to 
chair the Rules Com-
mittee; and Clark will be 
seeking the Democratic 
caucus’s vice chair posi-
tion. Pressley told CNN 
she has been promised 
appointment to the gun 
violence task force. 

“Who is in a formal 
leadership role matters, 
and these women have a 
strong progressive track 
record, but this 116th 

Congress will be defined 
by more than who holds 
a title,” Pressley said.

The councillor at-large 
was still considering her 
options in a  conversa-
tion with the Reporter 
before the Thanksgiving 
weekend. 

“I have tremendous 
respect for the role that 
[Nancy Pelosi] played in 
getting the Affordable 
Care Act passed, the 
role that she has played 
in this last election cycle 
for many candidates, 
“Pressley said in that 
interview. “I know she 
was traversing the 
country expending a 
lot of sweat equity and 
raising a lot of money, 
and I do think that many 

of the attacks against 
her have been sexist, 
to be candid...What I’m 
focused on as I’m making 
my final deliberations is 
how to best position me 
to represent the needs of 
this district.”

Pressley backs Pelosi for US House speaker post

AYANNA PRESSLEY 
Cites “tremendous en-
ergy” among democrats.
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Community Health News

 Dorchester Door and Window 
1555	  Series	  Vinyl	  Replacement	  Windows	  

2018	  Energy	  Star	  Qualified	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Monday-‐Friday	  7:30-‐5:00	  •	  Saturday	  7:30-‐12:00	  
41	  Hallet	  Street,	  Dorchester	  (617)	  282-‐6900	  

	   	   21	  ¼	  x	  36	  ¼	   23	  ¼	  x	  36	  ¼	   27	  ¼	  x	  36	  ¼	   30	  ¼	  x	  36	  ¼	   	   33	  ¼	  x	  36	  ¼	   	   	  

	   	   21	  ¼	  x	  40	  ¼	   23	  ¼	  x	  40	  ¼	   27	  ¼	  x	  40	  ¼	   30	  ¼	  x	  40	  ¼	   	   33	  ¼	  x	  40	  ¼	   	   	  

18	  ¼	  x	  44	  ¼	   19	  ¼	  x	  44	  ¼	   21	  ¼	  x	  44	  ¼	   23	  ¼	  x	  44	  ¼	   27	  ¼	  x	  44	  ¼	   30	  ¼	  x	  44	  ¼	   	   33	  ¼	  x	  44	  ¼	   35	  ¼	  x	  44	  ¼	   	  

	   19	  ¼	  x	  48	  ¼	   21	  ¼	  x	  48	  ¼	   23	  ¼	  x	  48	  ¼	   27	  ¼	  x	  48	  ¼	   30	  ¼	  x	  48	  ¼	   	   33	  ¼	  x	  48	  ¼	   35	  ¼	  x	  48	  ¼	   	  

18	  ¼	  x	  52	  ¼	   19	  ¼	  x	  52	  ¼	   21	  ¼	  x	  52	  ¼	   23	  ¼	  x	  52	  ¼	   27	  ¼	  x	  52	  ¼	   30	  ¼	  x	  52	  ¼	   	   33	  ¼	  x	  52	  ¼	   	   39	  ¼	  x	  52	  ¼	  

18	  ¼	  x	  56	  ¼	   	   21	  ¼	  x	  56	  ¼	   23	  ¼	  x	  56	  ¼	   27	  ¼	  x	  56	  ¼	   30	  ¼	  x	  56	  ¼	   	   33	  ¼	  x	  56	  ¼	   35	  ¼	  x	  56	  ¼	   39	  ¼	  x	  56	  ¼	  

18	  ¼	  x	  60	  ¼	   	   21	  ¼	  x	  60	  ¼	   23	  ¼	  x	  60	  ¼	   27	  ¼	  x	  60	  ¼	   30	  ¼	  x	  60	  ¼	   31	  ¼	  x	  60	  ¼	   33	  ¼	  x	  60	  ¼	   35	  ¼	  x	  60	  ¼	   39	  ¼	  x	  60	  ¼	  

18	  ¼	  x	  64	  ¼	  	   	   21	  ¼	  x	  64	  ¼	   23	  ¼	  x	  64	  ¼	   27	  ¼	  x	  64	  ¼	   30	  ¼	  x	  64	  ¼	   	   33	  ¼	  x	  64	  ¼	   	   39	  ¼	  x	  64	  ¼	  
	  

$189	  each!	   $189	  each!	  

	  

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org

William Clapp House, 195 Boston Street  
Lemuel Clap House, 199 Boston Street  

James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

Price reduced to $15

Dorchester Seal in Bronze
Price reduced to $15

purchase at 
www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org 

in the sales shop

JOHn c.
GaLLaGHer
insurance agency

autO
insurance
Specializing in Auto-
mobile Insurance for 
over a half century 
of reliable service to 
the Dorchester com-
munity.

new accounts
welcome

1471 Dorchester Ave.
at Fields Corner MBTA

phone:
617-265-8600
“We Get Your Plates”
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Free      
Concerts  
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 A production of the 
Boston Arts Summer Institute

DEC 
8
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RSVP @ 
celebrityseries.org/calendar-tickets

 

Heart of the Holidays: Tales of Light 
with Guy Mendilow Ensemble  
(world music)

 

Code Listen 3.0: Music for Healing and 
Dialogue (music and narration) with Shaw Pong 
Liu, teens, musicians from A Far Cry and the 
Boston Police Department, Ashe Gordon, and 
Jason Palmer

As a group he re-
established last year 
amid reports of a rise in 
anti-Semitic incidents 
across New England 
continues its work, Gov. 
Charlie Baker last week 
sent four recommenda-
tions from the group 
to police chiefs and 
encouraged law enforce-
ment to adopt them 
immediately.

Based on a recom-
mendation of his Hate 
Crimes Task Force, 
Baker suggested that 
all law enforcement 
agencies designate at 
least one officer to serve 
as the department’s 
point person on all hate 
crimes and that all 
agencies should require 
that officer to report 

any criminal act that 
appears to be motivated 
by bias to a new website 
the Executive Office of 
Public Safety is develop-
ing.

“The relationship be-
tween local law enforce-
ment agencies and the 
communities they serve 
is a key component to 
the effective prevention, 
investigation and pros-
ecution of hate crimes 
and, most importantly, 
to supporting and aiding 
a victim’s recovery,” 
Baker wrote in a let-
ter to police chiefs on 
Nov. 19.

The governor said the 
role of the suggested 
“civil rights officers” 
would be to “serve as a 
community liaison and 

to participate in appro-
priate community out-
reach, to review incident 
reports for potential 
hate crimes, and to serve 
as a resource for your 
agency on any issues 
related to hate crimes.”

Baker also encour-
aged police chiefs to 
utilize the National 
Incident Based Report-
ing System as their 
department’s primary 
mechanism for report-
ing hate crimes to state 

and federal authorities 
and to consider adopt-
ing the International 
Association of Chiefs of 
Police Model Policy as 
their agency’s official 
policy with respect to 
hate crimes.

– COLIN A. YOUNG
SHNS

Baker urges police chiefs to adopt new Hate Crimes protocols

By colin a. yoUng 
State hoUSe 
newS Service

W h i l e  h u n d r e d s 
braved the cold rain 
and snow last Tues-
day for the chance to 
legally buy marijuana, 
the Cannabis Control 
Commission was back 
to work processing more 
than a dozen additional 
cannabis business ap-
plications as it continues 
to ramp up the industry.

Though only two retail 
stores began selling 
non-medical marijuana 
on Nov. 20, the CCC 
has given at least initial 
approval to almost two 
dozen more retailers and 
expects that they will 
come online on a rolling 
basis.

The CCC marked the 
first legal marijuana sale 
with a small ceremony 
in its offices Tuesday 
morning, but by af-
ternoon it was back to 

combing through license 
applications to put more 
growers and sellers in 
the queue.

“This is obviously a 
major milestone for the 
commission and, more 
importantly, for the 
state. It is something 
that we have been work-
ing, as a commission, 
extraordinarily hard 
on for slightly over 
fourteen months,” CCC 
Chairman Steven Hoff-
man said. “It’s only two 
stores but it represents, 
I think, a formidable 
accomplishment from a 
standing start fourteen 
months ago where we 
not only developed regu-
lations, issued licenses 
... but built an agency 
to enforce those regula-
tions going forward.”

Hoffman said no hic-
cups had been reported 
to the CCC from either 
retailer that launched 
recreational sales Tues-

day -- New England 
Treatment Access in 
Northampton and Cul-
tivate in Leicester -- and 
said all indications were 
that things were moving 
along smoothly.

“I think the crowds are 
orderly, I think they’re 
being taken well care of 
and, most importantly, 
patients are being 
granted immediate ac-
cess to the facility so 
there is no disruption 
to the patients,” he said.

Though he took a few 
minutes at the start of 
Tuesday’s commission 
meeting to mark the 
milestone of opening 
retail stores, Hoffman 
quoted Sir Winston 
Churchill as he remind-
ed the commission that 
its work is really only 
getting started.

“Now this is not the 
end. It is not even the 
beginning of the end. 
But it is, perhaps, the 

end of the beginning,” 
Hoffman said.

On Tuesday, the CCC 
approved so-called final 
licenses for two more 
retailers -- Alternative 
Therapies Group, Inc. 
at 50 Grove St. in Salem 
and I.N.S.A., Inc. at 
122 Pleasant St. in 
Easthampton. Another 
retailer, Pharmacannis 
Massachusetts in Ware-
ham, has already been 
given a final license.

After being given a 
final license, a business 
must satisfy the CCC’s 
conditions and then wait 
for the CCC’s notice to 
commence full opera-
tions before beginning 
sales.

Hoffman said he 
thinks more retail stores 
will open to recreational 
customers “quickly,” but 
said the ball is in the 
businesses’ court now.

“We have now three 
final retail licenses that 

have been issued on top 
of the two that opened 
today,” the chairman 
said. “They’ve got to 
get their inventory into 
METRC [the seed-to-
sale tracking system] 
and they’ve got to let 
us come out and do 
a physical inventory 
inspection. Those three 
stores will be open as 
quickly as that happens. 
That’s at the control of 
the licensees.”

He added, “I think 
you’re going to see, 
every couple of weeks, 
a couple of new stores 
and not just stores, but 
cultivation sites and 
manufacturing facili-
ties.”

Until more stores open, 
the stores in Leicester 
and Northampton must 
try to satisfy the demand 
for legal pot. Hoffman 
said he does not an-
ticipate any issues with 
supply of marijuana 

while just two stores 
are open.

“We’ve worked with 
both of the existing 
licensees that opened to-
day and they’ve assured 
us that they feel they 
have adequate supply, 
so I hope they’re right,” 
he said. “There’s going 
to be a lot of demand, 
there’s no question 
about it.”

Also Tuesday, the 
CCC approved provi-
sional licenses for three 
more retailers -- Atlantic 
Medicinal Partners, Inc. 
at 774 Crawford St. in 
Fitchburg, Good Chem-
istry of Massachusetts, 
Inc. at 9 Harrison St. in 
Worcester and Sanctu-
ary Medicinals, Inc. at 
16 Pearson Blvd., Gard-
ner -- four provisional 
cultivation licenses and 
five provisional product 
manufacturer licenses.

Pot regulators eye new stores “every couple of  weeks”
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JFK ForuMs: tales oF the national trails 
and rodgers and haMMerstein

In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the 
National Trails Act, Nathaniel Philbrick, author 
of In the Hurricane’s Eye: The Genius of George 
Washington and the Victoryat Yorktown, and other 
panelists explore key events at historic sites featured 
in National Historic Trails and National Recreation 
Trails at the Kennedy Library on Tues., Dec. 4 at 6 
p.m. Free. See jfklibrary.org.  

The next evening— Dec. 5— the JFK Library 
hosts Todd S. Purdum, contributing editor at Vanity 
Fair and senior writer at Politico, as he discusses 
his new book, Something Wonderful:Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’sBroadway Revolution withJared 
Bowen, host of WGBH’sOpen Studio. The program 
begins at 6 p.m.
Winter Fest at st. gregory’s gyM on dec. 9

St. John Paul II Catholic Academy Lower Mills win-
ter fest on Sun., Dec. 9 in the St. Gregory gymnasium, 
2222 Dorchester Ave., follows 10 a.m. Mass from 11 
a.m.- 4 p.m. Vendors, raffles, crafts and a visit from 
Santa. Vendors should contact lwarshafsky@sjp2ca.
org for more info on reserving a spot ($60.)
JFK celebrate series continues 

Kicking off in October, the John F. Kennedy’s 
Celebrate! series offers attendees months of activities 
and performances run through the fall of 2018 and the 
spring of 2019. Designed to expose young audiences to 
the strong diversity of cultures embedded in American 
communities, the arts-focused programming revolves 
around everything from difference forms of dance and 
music to marionette puppetry. All of the performances 
will take place from 10:30-11:30 a.m. On Thurs., 
Dec. 27, the JFK Library will turn to the National 
Marionette Theater performance of “Peter and the 
Wolf.” Played out on a handcrafted stage alongside 
the original score of the famed composer, Prokofiev, 
these carefully manipulated puppets will introduce 
the audience to the Russian tale of young boy. See 
jfklibrary.org for more info.
“she-Merchants” oF boston 
at adaMs street bPl

Meet two sisters, entrepreneurs of the 1760s, 

Elizabeth and Ame Cuming, who came to Boston 
from Concord to launch a fashionable shop for women 
during a special program at the Adams Street branch 
of the BPL, 690 Adams St., Dorchester on Wed., Dec. 
5 at 6:30 p.m. What happens when the Cuming sisters 
find themselves in the midst of Boston’s politics of 
rebellion against British authority? As we enter into 
a decade-long celebration of the 250th anniversary 
of the coming of the American Revolution to Boston, 
step into the very real, very complicated world of 
choices faced by Elizabeth and Ame Cuming. This 
program is part of the National Parks of Boston 
outreach presentations. To learn more, visit nps.gov/
bost/index.htm.
lucy stone PrograM at adaMs street bPl

A program at the Adams Street BPL branch on 
Mon., Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. explores the lifelong fight 
of Massachusetts’ own Lucy Stone to win equal voting 
rights for women and African Americans. Despite 
leading both the women’s rights and abolitionist 
movements, Stone’s name is often absent from the 
history. This program is part of the National Parks 
of Boston outreach presentations. To learn more, 
visit nps.gov/bost/index.htm. The library is at 690 
Adams St., Dorchester.
author toM Macdonald
at adaMs street bPl

On Mon., Dec. 17 at 6:30p.m., Dot-born author 
Tom MacDonald will discuss his book “Murder in the 
Charlestown Bricks” at the Adams Street branch of 
the BPL, 690 Adams St. Dorchester.  MacDonald was 
raised in Braintree and now works in Charlestown for 
St. Mary–St. Catherine of Siena Parish as Director 
of Social Ministries and Director of Harvest on Vine 
Food Pantry. He teaches creative writing at Boston 
College.
Kids christMas Party 
and PotlucK at Polish club

The Polish American Citizens Club is hosting its 
annual Kids Christmas Party and Potluck on Sat., 
Dec.1 from 1-4 p.m. in their upstairs hall.  Santa will 
make an appearance at 2 p.m. Parents can sign up to 
bring a dish and should also bring a wrapped gift for 
Santa to give out to their child.  More info: facebook.
com/events/1730807790378023/
boston Public library’s hoMeWorK helP 

Boston Public Library’s free Homework Help 
program is underway offering free afterschool help and 
mentorship provided by high-achieving high school 
students. The program, offered Monday through 
Thursday from 3:30 -5:30 p.m. is open to students in 
grades K-8; no registration required. Boston Teacher’s 
Union tutors are also available during select weekdays 
from 4-6 p.m. for students in grades K-12. Visit bpl.
org/homework. 
Police district c-11

Non-emergency line for seniors: 617-343-5649. The 
Party Line phone number, where you can report loud 
parties, is 617-343-5500, 24 hours/7 days per week.  
Police district b-3 neWs 

For info, call B-3’s Community Service Office at 
617-343-4711.
aPPle grove assoc.

The Apple Grove Assoc. meets on the second 
Tuesday of every month from 6-8 p.m. at 1135 Morton 
St., Mattapan. The contact is Ms. Myrtle Huggins at 
617-429-8531.
ashMont-adaMs neighborhood assoc.

Meetings are typically held on the first Thursday 
of each month at the Plasterer’s Hall, 7 Fredericka 
St., at 7 p.m. Contact Pat O’Neill at pattiashmont@
gmail.com.
ashMont hill assoc.

Meetings are generally held the last Thursday of the 
month. For info, see ashmonthill.org or call Message 
Line: 617-822-8178.
ashMont hill booK grouP 

Everyone is welcome to Book Group, whether you’ve 
read the book or not. For further info, please contact 
Lil Konowitz at klil@hotmail.com.
ashMont valley neighborhood assoc. 

Meetings are usually the 2nd Monday or Tuesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. at 776 Washington St., 
Dorchester. 
cedar grove civic assoc.

Meetings are held in the St. Brendan’s Father Lane 
Hall – lower level at 589 Gallivan Blvd., Dorchester 
Tuesdays on the second Tuesday of the month at 7 
p.m. Next meeting: Sept. Info: cedargrovecivic@gmail.
com or 617-825-1402. 
claM Point civic assoc.

The meetings are usually held on the second Monday 
of the month (unless it’s a holiday) at WORK, Inc. 25 
Beach St., at the corner of Freeport St., across from 
the IBEW; on-street parking available.

Neighborhood Notables  
(Continued from page 14)

driveWays
MATHIAS ASPHALT PAVING

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
Bonded • Fully Insured

Driveways • Parking Lots
Roadways • Athletic Courts

Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372
BOSTON

(617) 436-8828 DAYS
(617) 282-3469

Steinbach’s Service

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Station Inc.

321 Adams St., Dorchester 02122
Corner of  Gibson Street
State Inspection Center

DUFFY
ASPHALT SHINGLES • RUBBER ROOFING

• COPPER WORK • SLATE • GUTTERS  
• CHIMNEYS

Fully insured
Free estimates

state reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

THOMAS C. 
SWEENEY

Smaller Jobs A Specialty!
53 Years Experience

Carpentry, Siding, 
Painting, Porches, 
Vinyl/Windows, 
Doors, Roofing, 
Decking, Steps
License #178846 

Free Estimates
Reliable

617-825-1210
References

AUTO BODY REPAIRS  (617) 825-1760
  (617) 825-2594
  FAX (617) 825-7937

150 Centre Street
Dorchester, MA 02124

Free Pick-Up & Delivery Service

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATIoN, SALES & SERVICE

VINH’S TV 
1409 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, MA 02122 

(617)-282-7189 
We repair: Televisions (all models) 

Computers (Laptops, Desktops)  
Games Consoles: PS3-PS4 & Xbox 

(special PS4 HDMI port replace, same day service.)
DVD transfer from video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape) 

Open M-F 10am-6pm
Saturday 10am-5pm. Closed Sunday.

Transfer video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD
Mass Master License #9963   27 Years service in town 

DORCHESTER

NEPONSET 
PRESCHOOL

NEW 
TODDLER ROOM
$70/day – 7:30-5:30
Preschool - $50/day
281A Neponset Avenue 

Dorchester

www.neponsetpreschool.com
Lic. #291031

617-265-2665

617-288-2680

	 Office HOurs

	 By AppOintment	 383	NEPONSET	AVE.
 evening HOurs AvAilABle	 DORCHESTER,	MA	02122

WILLIAM	LEE,	D.D.S.
FAMILY	DENTISTRY

617-288-2681

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Snowplowing / Sanding / Salting
Driveways and Parking Lots
Bobcat and Loader Services

Roof Shoveling
Fully insured  

617 825 0592
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Friends coming together to support  
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester! Thank you.

#WeAreDorchester
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tree-lined pedestrian 
walkways that lead into 
the neighborhood and 
there’s now an actual 
road that connects you to 
the neighborhood.”

This bypass road, 
Jan Karski Way, was 
set to open this week, 
along with the newly 
redesigned West How-
ell Street, which will 
provide a much-needed 
connector from the retail 
district to both the I-93 
frontage road and the 
Andrew Square and its 
MBTA station.

Dumont says the de-
velopers worked with 
the Polish-American 
Club of Boston to name 
the route after Karski, 
a hero of the domestic 
Polish resistance during 
World War II and later a 
professor at Georgetown 
University. The bypass 
will offer another entry-
way option for drivers 
and especially T-riding 
pedestrians, who in the 
past were forced to travel 
a hazardous walkway 
along Southampton 
Street traversing busy 
on-ramps to the inter-
state along the way. 

With these new entry 
points, the project’s 
developers are aiming 
to ease access to the 
shopping center, while at 
the same time reducing 
the traffic impact on the 
adjacent neighborhood.

“What was really 
important to the com-
munity when we got 
this approved was that 
they didn’t want people 
coming off and congest-
ing Boston Street,” said 
Dumont. “So, we worked 
with the state and the 
city to get a MassWorks 
infrastructure grant to 
build a bypass road so 
that now you can connect 
all the way to Enterprise 
Street. If you come off 
the interstate, you can 
come into the project or 
connect to Enterprise 
without ever having to 
go on Boston Street.

“Additionally, we com-
pletely revamped West 
Howell street with new 
pedestrian walkways 
and really cleaned up 
this entire area, so that 
if you’re coming from 
Andrew Square, we have 
a shuttle that can take 

you to the property. 
Also, if you’re walking 
across Boston Street, 
now you have a clear-set 
pedestrian pathway into 
the project.”

Jan Karski Way will 
also provide access to a 
65-space parking lot that 
will include a playground 
and a dog park. Across 
the street is the eastern 
end of District Avenue, 
which was until recently 
blocked off for construc-
tion and is lined with the 
next block of incoming 
restaurants and retail 
shops. 

The next business 
set to open its doors in 
South Bay Center is 
Wahlburgers, which will 
have a grand opening 
sometime in December. 
Japanese BBQ joint 
Gyu-Kaku will open in 
late January, with Totto 
Ramen and 110 Grill, a 
contemporary American 
eatery, slated to launch 
in the spring and sum-
mer, respectively. 

The rest of the block 
will be rounded out by 
MidiCi pizza, Hanscom 
bank, a nail salon, a 
European wax center, a 
Red Wing Shoes outlet, 

and a pet store. All 
businesses are expected 
to be ready to open by 
the summer.

The only spaces yet to 
be leased are expected 
to become a cocktail 
bar and another lo-
cally owned restaurant, 
according to Dumont. 
Along with Wahlburgers 
and MidiCi, they’ll form 
what Dumont calls “the 
heart of the project,” 
where curb-less streets 
will allow the entire 
plaza to be cordoned 
off for events and com-
munity programming. 

The variety of regional 
food options are in tan-
dem with EDENS’ local-
ized approach, which 
informed their decision 
to employ local artisans 
and craftspeople to de-
sign accents and murals 
that give the center a 
decidedly Dorchester 
flavor.

“Our philosophy,” said 
Dumont, “is that in 
order to really be long-
term owners and operate 
these places the right 
way, you have to have 
boots on the ground. You 
have to have people in 

the areas in which you 
own the properties.”

Josh Luke and Mer-
edith Kasabian of Up-
hams Corner-based Best 
Dressed Signs are among 
those who have enlisted 
in this locally based 
creative team. They cre-
ated the alluring “Made 
in Dorchester” mural 
that welcomes visitors 
to the center.

Elsewhere, the Dot-
based duo of blacksmith 
Roger Chudzik of Iron 
Bear Forge and car-
penter Frank Criscione 
collaborated to fill the 

center property with 
benches, bicycle racks, 
stroller parking stalls, 
Beergarden tables, and 
decorative steel and 
mahogany latticework.

Near the entrance at 
the corner of Allstate 
Road and Mass Ave, 
Cedric Douglas and Julia 
Roth of The UP Truck, an 
Uphams-based mobile 
arts lab, repurposed 
the side of corrugated 
metal warehouse for a 
mural accompanied by 
a Margaret Mead quote: 
“Never doubt that a 
small group of thought-
ful, committed citizens 
can change the world.”

And on the face of 
the new Starbucks, 
Matt Koestner of Bob’s 
Welding and Fabrica-
tion designed a pair of 
bronze sconces and two 
bronze seals adorned 
with inscriptions noting 
Dorchester’s founding 
year, 1630, and its offi-
cial Latin motto “Pietate, 
Literis, Industria.” 

According to  the 
Dorchester Historical 
Society, housed a stone’s 
throw away from South 
Bay Center on Bos-
ton Street, “the motto 
signifies that piety, 
learning, and industry 
were the prominent 
virtues which the early 
settlers coveted, and 
which their descendants 
unanimously accord to 
them.”

Other local contribu-
tors include Maria 
Molteni, who painted 
a decorative crosswalk 
mural, and carpenter 
Phil Bucci, who crafted 
the wooden planter boxes 
that accent the front of 
the Nike store.

With this community-
inspired approach, the 
developers hope to make 
the shopping center “a 
gathering place,” as 
opposed to the purely 
transactional, in-and-
out mall experience. In 
describing his vision for 
the rest of South Bay, 
Dumont indicated that 
EDENS is dedicated to 
the project for the long 
haul, and hinted that 
the rest of the shopping 
complex could look more 
like the new “Town 
Center” district in a 
matter of 10 or 15 years.

(Continued from page 1)

LE'ANNAH ROBINSON 
Henderson Inclusion 
Upper School
Cheerleader

JAYLEN WHITE 
New Mission 
High School
Football

EVAN LEWIS
The English 
High School 
Intramural Basketball

ASHANTI QUIROZ  
Excel High 
Soccer and Softball

FAISEL IBRAHIM
Madison Park Technical 
Vocational High School
Intramural Basketball

Scholar Athletes, established in 2009, 
supports academic achievement through 
athletics. Our Zones, located in 19 
Boston High Schools, are where our 
Scholar Athletes of the Month are 
coached, tutored, and advised. 
We are proud to serve more than 5,000 
students in Boston, Springfield, 
and Everett.

WWW.WEARESCHOLARATHLETES.ORG

South Bay Center touts its ‘walkability’ approach

Grid above shows new entry ways for South Bay Center customers. Below, Josh Luke and Meredith 
Kasabian of Best Dressed Signs. They created the “Made in Dorchester” mural that welcomes visitors 
to the Center.  Graphic and photo, courtesy of EDENS.
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R E G I S T E R  N O W 
D O R C H E S T E R ’ S  C H O I C E 

Learn more | quincycollege.edu/dorchester | 800.698.1700

Quincy College

S E M E S T E R

You may qualify for ABCD’s Fuel Assistance 
Program and be eligible for as much as 
$1,400 towards your heating costs
(oil, gas, or electric).

Maximum benefit is $1,400

Household of 1 = $35,510

Household of 2 = $46,437

Household of 3 = $57,363

Household of 4 = $68,289

Cold days are coming.
ABCD’s got you covered.

WE CAN HELP PAY YOUR 
HEATING BILLS!

Action for Boston Community Development
178 Tremont Street Boston MA 02111 •  bostonabcd.org

APPLY TODAY!
Residents of Boston, Brookline, and Newton: 
178 Tremont Street, Boston, MA - 617.357.6012

Residents of Malden, Medford, Everett, 
Melrose, Stoneham, Winchester and Woburn: 
18 Dartmouth Street, Malden, MA - 781.322.6284

  
W E L C W

\

CONNECT THE DOT:
Upcoming Winter Registration: 
Registration for the after school drop in 
program is currently ongoing. Parents 
must register and attend an orientation 
session prior to their child attending 
programming that runs from 2:00 - 
6:00 PM Monday through Friday.

Enrichment program registration will 
take place on Monday, December 17th 
from 6:30 - 8PM at the Marr clubhouse 
This will be for winter programs run-
ning January through March. There 
will also be registration for the Febru-
ary school vacation week. Program 
registrations will be accepted for all 
core program areas including athletics, 
aquatics, education, and more. Please 
note that some programs may have 
a small additional registration fee. 
Please be sure your child’s member-
ship is up to date. For any questions 
regarding registration please contact 
Brendan McDonald at bmacdonald@
bgcdorchester.org. 

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Continues Career Speaker 
Series: The College Fellows program 
at BGCD hosted Radiologic Instruc-
tor, Stacy Gosselin, to continue their 
career speaker series. Members were 
able to learn about Stacy’s career path 
and the kind of work that she does. 
The College Fellows program will host 
monthly workshops in December with 
a career speaker on December 3rd, a 
session for senior class members on 
December 4th, Junior class members 
on December 11th and Freshman/
Sophomores on December 18th. We 
also offer a Middle School Group which 
will meet on December 4th and 11th 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. as well as drop-in 
Financial Aid Application Assistance 
on December 4th and December 11th 
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

For more information on the College 
Fellows program please contact Tricia 
Chapple at pchapple@bgcdorchester.
org.

DID YOU KNOW
BGCD Members Attend Premier of 
New Mark Wahlberg Movie, 
“Instant Family”: Last week Club 
members were invited to the premier 
of the new movie “Instant Family” 
starring former BGCD member, Mark 
Walhberg. The movie is about a couple 
who find themselves in over their 
heads after stumbling into the world of 
foster care adoption and end up adopt-
ing three children. 

Our Club members had a fantastic 
time at the movie premier and had 
some great reviews of the movie! Many 
thanks to Mark Wahlberg and the Mark 
Walhberg Youth Foundation for making 
this amazing opportunity available to 
our members. 

To learn more about ways that you or 
your organization can partner with us 
here at BGCD, please contact Mike 
Joyce at mjoyce@bgcdorchester.org. 

Keystone members volunteering at the Project Giving Kids event
this week. 

BGCD members learned about weight distribution in education classes 
this week. 

            BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER   

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Elevate Youth Rock Climbing Trips
November 29 & 30

College Fellows Career 
Speaker Series

December 3
Ugly Sweater Party 
at The Harp & Bard

December 14
Jingle & Mingle at
The Barking Crab

December 19
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On Nov. 14, 2018, the Whittier Street 
Health Center’s Board of Directors 

hosted a dedication event to 
celebrate the naming of the — 
Frederica M. Williams Building. 

The Whittier Board and Staff are 
thankful to be of service to our 

patients and clients, and grateful for 
the support of our donors and 

friends. 

Pictured left to right: Ms. Stephanie Thomas, President, Whittier Street Tenant Task Force;  
Ms. Mary Concannon Guidance Counselor, Catholic Memorial School; Reverend Thomas Kennedy, Trinity Church; 

Ms. Abigail Sawyerr; Ms. Frederica M. Williams, President & CEO, Whittier Street Health Center; Mr. Paul Parks 
Jr, former Board Chair, Board of Directors, Whittier Street Health Center; Ms. Eva Clark, Vice Chair, Board of 
Directors, Whittier Street Health Center; Pastor Gerald Bell, Board Chairman, Whittier Street Health Center
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LEGAL NoTICE
CoMMoNWEALTH oF 

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL CoURT

PRoBATE AND FAMILY CoURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATIoN oN PETITIoN FoR 
FoRMAL ADJUDICATIoN
Docket No. SU18P2299EA

ESTATE oF:
CoRA BELL RoGERS

DATE oF DEATH: 07/09/2018
To all interested persons: 
A petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Loretta Rogers-Reed of 
Westfield, MA  requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order  and for 
such other relief as requested in the Peti-
tion. The Petitioner requests that Loretta 
Rogers-Reed of Westfield, MA  be appointed 
as Personal Representative of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/31/2018.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an inventory or 
annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from 
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,   First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: November 19, 2018
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: November 29, 2018

HELP WANTED
nOtice OF pOtentiaL 

eMpLOyMent OppOrtunities
This is a public notice that 1392 Dorchester Avenue LLC, and 
Fields Corner Housing Corporation, have received a Preservation 
Loan by the City of Boston, Housing Boston 2030 Program, to 
perform physical improvements to the properties located at 1392 
Dorchester Avenue, and 17-23 Faulkner Street in Dorchester 
(02122).  The Developer and its contractors are committed to 
ensuring the workforce employed by this initiative represents 
the diversity of the City of Boston, and to satisfying require-
ments of the Boston Residents Job Policy.
The intent of this notice is to encourage any individuals seeking 
employment in the trades necessary for these projects, who are 
Boston Residents, especially those who identify as female and/or 
a member of a minority group, to explore potential opportunities 
available in performing the work supported by this funding. 
Opportunities may exist for the following: Mason, Electrician, 
Carpenter, Carpenter’s Helper, Glazer, Appliance Installer, 
Laborer, Floor Installer, Painter. 
For more information about these potential employment op-
portunities, please contact:

Madeline Stein 
Trinity Management Company, LLC

75 Federal Street 4th floor, Boston, MA 02110
mstein@trinitymanagementcompany.com

617.542.3019 extension 2586

Must be a Boston
resident & 

SNAP recipient to
qualify for this program.

Our sole mission is to get job seekers 45+ back to work.

and

Learn a NEW SKILL  in the 

HEALTHCARE Field

FREE MEDICAL OFFICE 

TRAINING AVAILABLE

Spots still open for 

next class in BOSTON

Frank Baker, running again, has much to pay attention to

Dorchester 
Stained Glass

P.O. Box 870035, Milton, MA 02187

617-288-9861
Peter Ureneck, Proprietor

whole wave is coming 
and it’s here.”

The epidemic 
at home

An overriding priority 
ahead of Baker — one 
that briefly makes the 
50-year-old Dorchester 
native well up over his 
breakfast — is address-
ing the scourge of opioids. 

Of the multiple people 
whom Baker has seen 
die from the epidemic, 
the first was his older 
brother, who got hooked 
in the Vietnam era and 
died more than two 
decades ago.

When Baker was 
around 24, a young 
man he was mentoring 
went out of the city to get 
sober, but ended up back 
on heroin and overdosed 
in a car with a few other 
people. They pushed the 
19 year old out the door 
onto the side of the street.

Baker credits people 
like Mayor Martin Walsh 
with policies that do not 
penalize those with a 
person doing drugs for 
seeking help for them. 
First responders car-
rying Narcan, he said, 
are keeping the already 
horrifying numbers of 
overdose deaths down.

Safe injection sites, 
which Baker saw on a 
council visit to Vancou-
ver, are “a scary idea,” 
he said. There is a value 
to Section 35, he said, 
which is a Massachu-
setts law that allows a 
judge to “involuntarily 
commit someone whose 
alcohol or drug use puts 
themselves, or others, 
at risk.” 

On the city level, he 
and the mayor and other 
officials are starting to 
work “on a concentrated 
effort to use this as a 
tool. … To someone who’s 
been shooting heroin for 
5 years, 30 days sobriety 
is something they never 

thought they would ever 
achieve. And if they were 
left to their own devices 
they would probably 
never achieve.”

So, Baker argues, 
designating Section 35 
beds, finding housing 
and space apart for 
recovering addicts to 
heal is critical. It is not 
about keeping them out 
of sight, he emphasized, 
but allowing them a 
recovery space away 
from the bustle until they 
have a better shot at not 
falling back in.

Boom times 
Baker’s district is a 

busy one, stretching 
from the tip of the Polish 
Triangle, through Savin 
Hill and Columbia Point, 
then along the coastline 
down to Neponset. 

“It’s my job here to just 
pay attention to it, make 
sure that it’s all able to 
mesh together,” he said. 
“For me, these next 10 
years are all going to be 
about transportation, 
all be about how are we 
moving people through 
our choke points.”

Keeping an eye on the 
sheer number of projects 
means watching every-
thing from the high-tech 
redevelopment of the 
former Boston Globe site, 
neighboring projects on 
Morrissey Boulevard 

that could involve a pair 
of 20-plus-story towers, a 
debate over how to use 
prime, privately owned 
waterfront land in Port 
Norfolk, the massive 
Mary Ellen McCormack 
project where Dorchester 
meets South Boston, and 
the future Bayside Expo 
site redevelopment, for 
starters.

And add in the city 
planning project under 
way in Glover’s Corner, 
where billionaire Gerald 
Chan is the owner of the 
Dot Block land and two 
large parcels nearby. 

“I think that even 
when the economy turns, 
when it turns, I think 
we’re still going to be in 
Dorchester, positioned 
where it will hurt, but 
it’s not like all these big 
projects are just going 
to turn and walk away,” 
Baker said. “The type 
of investment that’s 
here now is long-term 
investment.” 

In Glover’s Corner, the 
mixed-used Dot Block 
project is expected to 
come back to the com-
munity in December 
with new designs, which 
Baker said he likes, 
noting that they include 
changes to parking and 
green space.

“Gerald Chan, I think, 
places a value on educa-

tion, and in meetings he 
has talked about trying 
to bring educational 
components there,” 
Baker said. “Not at Dot 
Block; possibly Russell 
[Engineering], possibly 
Spire [Printing]. And 
it’s not just housing that 
we’re having a problem 
in, we’re not training our 
people for the jobs of the 
future.”

Nordblom Co., the 
developers of the former 
Boston Globe site, are 
envisioning an inno-
vation campus which, 
Baker said, will include 
a training facility inside 
their building for the 
new technology jobs 
planned for the site. 
On top of taking on the 
maintenance of neigh-
boring Patten’s Cove, 
Nordblom is dedicating 
half a million dollars to 
local groups and an ac-
cess study around JFK/
UMass station. 

Then there is the state 
initiative to redesign 
Morrissey Boulevard it-
self, discussions around 
the vortex of Kosciusko 
Circle and several Red 
Line stations in need 
of care and better ac-
cess routes, and major 
infrastructure projects 
down the line like the 
Eversource transmission 
line planned to snake 
along Morrissey between 
South Boston and Savin 
Hill.

“We have literally hit 
a point where a lot of 
these developments have 
all converged,” Baker 
said. “Glover’s Corner 
down on this end, which 
is along the highway, 
which is along the Red 
Line. We have the Globe 
site, which is along the 
highway right at the Red 
Line. We have Center 
Court, which now has 
control from Star Market 
all the way up to the 
Globe. We have UMass 
— that is very real, and 
very, very exciting.”

Like many, Baker 
is waiting for UMass 
to announce a private 
development partner to 
transform the 20-acre 
Bayside  site into a new 
harbor front community. 
Baker said a previous 
stadium proposal came 
with a push for a mas-
sive state investment 
in changes to Kosciusko 
Circle, which he ball-
parked at $100 million. 

“It’s going to be incum-
bent on myself and our 
state partners to make 
sure that that commit-
ment is still in,” he said 
of current Bayside plan-
ning. “Because without 
that commitment, we’re 
stuck on the other side of 
Kosciusko Circle.” 

Future calling
Baker’s district is full 

of community groups 
and civic networks keep-
ing an eye on their 
individual territories, 
although they do join to-
gether on neighborhood 
bugaboos like billboards. 
In looking ahead, if he 
gains another term on 
the council, Baker thinks 
his role will be  managing 
a holistic vision for this 
swath of Dorchester.

“I think the transpar-
ency level now is much 
better than it used to be,” 
he said. “With that being 
said, my office –little 
play on the words – is 
almost a catch basin, 
because we’re involved 
in whatever the jurisdic-
tion is, all of District 3. 

“Having the foresight 
to see as a community 
where we should be going 
is less about me and more 
about the city. And in 
District 3, what’s going 
to be good for them in 
20 years, when I’m out 
of this role for multiple 
years? But I think right 
now it’s critical that 
someone’s paying atten-
tion to all of it together.”

(Continued from page 1)

Frank Baker on the job in the City Council chamber.
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CONNOR, Dianne 
(Diggins) age 71, of 
Dorchester, MA, for-
merly of Arlington, and 
Florida. Dianne is sur-
vived by her two chil-
dren: Colleen Connor of 
Arlington, and Cadence 
Chiasson and her hus-
band Christopher of 
Morrison, CO. Sister of 
Dana Diggins and his 
wife Harriet, Debora 
Diggins, Doreen John-
son and her husband 
Thomas, Darryln Lei-
kauskas and her hus-
band Richard, Dennis 
Diggins and his wife 
Elizabeth, and the late 
Dorothy and David Dig-
gins as well as 8 nieces 
and nephews. Expres-
sions of sympathy may 
be made in Dianne’s 
name to The Boston 

Home, at 2049 Dorches-
ter Ave., Dorchester, 
MA 02124 or at www.
TheBostonHome.org

HELLER, Selma 
“Sally” W.  at the age 
of 97. Sally was the 
wife of the late Frank 
P. Heller, with whom 
she shared 61 years 
of marriage until his 
passing in 2003. Born 
in Dorchester, she was 
the daughter of the 
late John and Hulda 
Williamson. Selma is 
survived by her son 
Frank S. Heller and 
his wife Carolyn, her 
daughter Linda Apte, 
and her son-in-law, Ste-
ven Strong. She is also 
survived by her five 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 
She is predeceased by 

her daughter Marilyn 
Strong and her son-in-
law Wylie Apte. Me-
morial contributions 
can be made in Selma’s 
memory to the Alzheim-
er’s Association

HUOT, Elaine M.  
(Goddette-Olmstead) 
of Hyde Park at the age of 
82. Wife of Herman R. of 
58 years. Daughter of the 
late Agnes Goddette and 
foster of the late Joseph 
and Dorothy Ulrich. 
Mother of Agnes D. Huot 
of Roslindale, Kurt H. 
Huot of Hyde Park and 
Katherine M. Princiotta 
of Dorchester, step sister 
of Robert Olmstead, Jr. of 
California.  “Memere” of 
5 and great grandmother 
of 2, and also survived 
by many loving relatives 
and friends. Donations 
can be made to: “Com-
prehensive Breast Care 
Center” giving.brigha-
mandwomens.org. 

INNOCENT, Joseph 
Charitable “Charles” 
of Mattapan. Husband 
of Marie J. Innocent. 
Father of Richardson, 
Ronzard, Jean-Charles, 
Pascal and Eunice In-
nocent. He is survived by 
six grandchildren and a 
host of extended family 
and dear friends.  

LEONARD, Mary E. 
of Abington, formerly of 
Dorchester. Wife of the 
late Patrick Leonard. 
Mother of Sean Leonard 
and his wife Christine 

of Woburn, Julie Dwyer 
and her husband Mark of 
Abington, Mary Golden 
and her husband Wayne 
of Abington and Anne 
McDonough and her hus-
band John of Dorchester. 
Grandmother of 7. Dona-
tions can be made in 
memory of Mary to: St. 
Bridget Church, 455 
Plymouth St., Abington, 
MA 02351. 

MASSA, Flora M. 
(Castello) of Brew-
ster, formerly of Mil-
ton, at 109. Wife of the 
late Charles A. Massa. 
Mother of Louise Massa 
of Harwich and the late 
Charles A. Massa, Jr. 
Born in Boston to Ital-
ian immigrant parents, 
Josephine and Giulio 
Castello. Predeceased 
by siblings Mary, Lou-
is, Frances and Franc-
esca. Flora grew up in 
Dorchester, and, before 
her marriage in 1944, 
was employed as an 
executive secretary at 
Jordan Marsh Co. She 
raised her family in Mil-
ton, where she lived for 
50 years, then moved 
to Cape Cod in 2000 to 
be close to her daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Tom 
Von der Linden. Dona-
tions in Flora’s memory 
may be sent to St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital, P.O. Box 50, 
Memphis, TN 38101-
9929. 

McBRIDE, Shawn 

Patrick 58, Dorches-
ter, unexpectedly from 
cardiac arrest. He is 
survived by his hus-
band, Daron Manoo-
gian; Johaun Bennette, 
who was like a son to 
him; his siblings Mi-
chael McBride, Tammy 
Byrne, Patti Young, 
Gayle Young, and Joni 
Young; an extended 
family; and many 
friends. 

McKEON, Clarus 
E. (Kenny) Of Quincy.  
Mrs. McKeon worked 
as a secretary for 15 
years in UMass/Boston 
Department of Pub-
lic Safety, retiring in 
1995. Mrs. McKeon also 
worked for 10 years as 
a Teacher’s Aid at At-
lantic Jr. H.S. in Quin-
cy. She was a member 
of the Quincy Medical 
Center Auxiliary and 
was a hospital volun-
teer there for several 
years. Wife of the late 
Martin P. McKeon. 
Mother of William P. 
McKeon and his wife 
Beckie of Anchorage 
Alaska, daughter Mary 
Anne McKeon and her 
husband Nathan John-
son of Marshfield and 
the late Annette McKe-
on. Mrs. McKeon leaves 
five grandchildren and 
one great-grandson and 
many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. Dona-
tions in memory of Mrs. 
McKeon may be made 
to St. Francis House, 
PO Box 120499, Boston, 
MA 02112.

McMAHON, John T. 
“Jack” age 77, of Pom-
pano Beach FL, formerly 
of Dorchester. He was 
the son of the late John E. 
and Elizabeth (Treacy) 
McMahon of Marshfield. 
He was predeceased by 
his Sister, Elizabeth R. 
Donovan of Scituate. He 
is survived by several 
nieces and nephews and 
his dear friend Robert of 
Pompano Beach, Florida. 
Jack was born in Quincy, 
MA and attended Quincy 
Public Schools. He was a 
Meat Cutter for the Colo-
nial Provision Company 
for many years before 
retiring in 1986. He then 
worked as a courier in 
the Boston area before 
retiring to Broward 
County, Florida. Please 
consider making a gift 

in Jack’s memory to the 
Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, 309 Waverley Oaks 
Road, Waltham, MA 
02452.

PAROLIN, John 
J. of Quincy formerly 
of South Boston. Hus-
band of the late Ann 
(Manning). Father of 
Maureen Parolin of 
Boston, Barbara Pa-
rolin of Quincy, Mark 
Parolin and his hus-
band Patrick Pound of 
Dorchester, Ann and 
her husband Robert 
Morley of Quincy and 
the late Sean Paro-
lin of South Boston. 
Brother of Mary Gava 
of Dedham and Richard 
Parolin of Stoughton. 
Remembrances may be 
made to the VNA Hos-
pice & Palliative Care, 
Fund Development Of-
fice, 199 Rosewood Dr., 
Suite 180, Danvers, MA 
01923. Veteran Korean 
War, U.S. Army. 

WEIDMANN, Marie 
E. (Ibach) 94, of Quin-
cy. Born and raised in 
Dorchester, Marie was 
the daughter of the late 
Albert and Mary (Gor-
vette) Ibach. She grad-
uated from St. Gregory 
High School and lived in 
Wollaston for 66 years. 
Wife of the late Gerard 
F. Weidmann. She is 
survived by her chil-
dren Paula Coughlin 
and her husband Alan 
of Franklin, Jeanne 
Evans of Duxbury, and 
Richard Weidmann and 
his wife Carol Lydon of 
Boston. Grandmother 
of Jennie Coughlin of 
New Jersey, Meghan 
and Tom Remmers 
of Bourne, Matthew 
Coughlin and Rachel 
Federman of Franklin, 
Marissa Evans of New 
York, Nicholas Evans of 
Cambridge, and Katie 
Weidmann of Boston. 
Great-grandmother of 
2. She is also survived 
by her sister Sr. Jeanne 
Ibach CSJ of Framing-
ham. Also survived by 
many nieces and neph-
ews. She was the sister-
in-law of the late Ed-
ward and Mary Croke 
of Lowell.Donations 
may be made in Marie’s 
name to the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph, 637 Cam-
bridge Street, Brighton, 
MA 02135.

RECENT OBITUARIES

“Caring for your life’s journey...”

Service times and directions at:
www.dolanfuneral.com

 Funerals
 Cremations
 Pre-Arrangements

460 GRANITE AVENUE

MILTON, MA 02186

617~698~6264

1140 WASHINGTON STREET

DORCHESTER, MA 02124

617~298~8011

NEW CALVARY CEMETERY
Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian

Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.
Grave pricing starting at $1,100

Package pricing from $3,650  (includes grave purchase, first opening 
& liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches starting at $1,375 

(Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening & Inscription)

617-296-2339
12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases, 

Pre Need Opening Arrangements

Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.

Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.

Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments

Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery 

in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at: 

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and  maps available online at:

www.BostonCemetery.org
617-325-6830             info@bcca.comcast.net

15 Broad Street
Boston, MA 02109

617-423-4100

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN

LEGAL NoTICE

CoMMoNWEALTH oF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL CoURT

PRoBATE & FAMILY CoURT 
SUFFoLK DIVISIoN

24 NEW CHARDoN STREET
BoSToN, MA 02114

Docket No. SU18D2120DR
DIVoRCE SUMMoNS 

BY PUBLICATIoN and MAILING
BEATRICE HIRALDo CAPEDA

vs.
KELVIN E. CEPEDA ARIAS

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint 

for Divorce requesting that the Court 
grant him/her custody of the child(ren). 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Beatrice Hiraldo 
Cepeda, 1916 Dorchester Ave., #316, 
Dorchester, MA 02124 your answer, if 
any, on or before 12/27/2018. If you fail 
to do so, the court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file a copy of 
your answer, if any, in the office of the 
Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: October 29, 2018
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: November 29, 2018

CoMMoNWEALTH oF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL CoURT

PRoBATE & FAMILY CoURT 
PLYMoUTH PRoBATE and FAMILY CoURT

52 oBERY STREET, SUITE1130
PLYMoUTH, MA 02360

Docket No. PL18D0919DR
DIVoRCE SUMMoNS 

BY PUBLICATIoN and MAILING
SHIRLEY VENoRD

vs.
PIERRE VENoRD

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for irretrievable breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Shirley Venord, 
PO Box 412, Wareham, MA 02571 your 
answer, if any, on or before 12/07/2018. 
If you fail to do so, the court will proceed 
to the hearing and adjudication of this 
action. You are also required to file a 
copy of your answer, if any, in the office 
of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. EDWARD G. 
BOYLE, First Justice of this Court. 

Date: October 30, 2018
Matthew J. McDonough

Register of Probate
Published: November 29, 2018

CoMMoNWEALTH oF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL CoURT

PRoBATE AND FAMILY CoURT
INFoRMAL PRoBATE 
PUBLICATIoN NoTICE

Docket No. SU18P2109EA
ESTATE oF:

WILLIAM RUSSELL LoESCH
a/k/a: WILLIAM LoESCH

DATE oF DEATH: 6/16/2018
SUFFoLK DIVISIoN

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Robert K. Loesch of Springfield, MA, a 
Will has been admitted to informal probate. 
Robert K. Loesch of Springfield, MA  has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration from Personal 
Representative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Published: November 29, 2018

CoMMoNWEALTH oF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL CoURT

PRoBATE AND FAMILY CoURT
INFoRMAL PRoBATE 
PUBLICATIoN NoTICE

Docket No. SU18P2369EA
ESTATE oF:

LUCILLE M. FRANCIS
DATE oF DEATH: 9/27/2018

SUFFoLK DIVISIoN
To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Charles R. Tevnan of Boston, MA, a Will 
has been admitted to informal probate. 
Charles R. Tevnan of Boston, MA  has been 
informally appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration from Personal 
Representative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.

Published: November 29, 2018 LEGAL NoTICE

Cedar Grove Cemetery
On the banks of the Neponset

Chapel available for: Weddings, memorial services, and 
celebratory masses. Indoor Services available for winter 
burials. Greenhouse on premises for fresh flowers. Co-
lumbarium for cremated remains. Plant a tree program.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.
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C O R C O R A N 

Companies 

Corcoran Jennison’s portfolio includes, residential housing, hotels, resorts, 
health facilities, academic campuses, retail centers, and golf courses.  

corcoranjennison.com  |  cjapts.com  |  cmjapts.com 

Harbor Point on the Bay, Dorchester, MA 

Doubletree Hotel, Boston Bayside 
Dorchester, MA 

Ocean Edge Resort & Golf Club  
Brewster, MA 
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“I can watch what
 I want, wherever.”

  —Walter, Xfi nity Customer

Don't you wish you could take what you watch on TV everywhere 
you go? With Xfi nity, you can. Stream your entire TV channel
line-up, even your DVR recordings, no matter where you are.

Plus, stay connected on the go with over 18 million Xfi nity
WiFi hotspots nationwide. You can't get all of that with Fios.
If you want the best in TV and Internet, leave Fios behind.

Click, call or visit an Xfi nity Store to switch today.

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Features and services vary depending on level of service. TV: Streaming content only available in the U.S. Internet: Xfi nity WiFi hotspots 
included with Performance Internet and above. Performance Starter and below not eligible. Available in select areas. NPA215712-0003 GBR18-FIOS-Q4-A2-V1 
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