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A rendering published as part of a new ﬁllng w1th the Boston Plannlng and Development
Agency (BPDA) this week shows how the proposed Dorchester Bay City’s compound of build-
ings and open space might look when it is fully built-out, a process that could take until 2040
under the current plan outlined by its development team. In the foreground is Moakley Park
and Kosciuszko Circle, the often-clogged traffic rotary. How and when the transportation
system around the $5 billion redevelopment project will be updated is still an open question,
even as the BPDA begins a more robust review of the 36-acre proposal this week.

Image courtesy Accordia Partners

‘Dorchester Bay City’
plan now includes
teachers’ union parcel

By GintauTas Dumcius
ManacGING EpiTOR

Developers behind the $5 billion effort to transform 36 acres
on Columbia Point into “Dorchester Bay City” notified city
officials this week of a new parcel they plan to roll into the
project and offered details about their plans to use that space
for a cluster of life science and technology companies just steps
from the JFK/UMass MBTA stop.

In a 1,700-page filing with city planning officials, developers
revealed the addition of three new buildings to their project,
the result of an agreement with the Boston Teachers Union,
whose headquarters are adjacent to the parcel. The new build-
ings will offer a mix of retail, commercial, and research space.

The Dorchester Bay City project originally included the for-
mer Bayside Expo Center property and 2 Morrissey Boulevard,
which sits across Mt. Vernon Street and houses Santander
Bank’s corporate offices. Accordia Partners and Ares Manage-
ment Corporation are jointly managing the entire Bay City
development. The team signed a 99-year lease with UMass
Boston for the former Bayside property in 2019.

Inthe wake of the agreement, the BTU property will be subdi-
vided, with Dorchester Bay City taking over 98,720 square feet,

(Continued on page 20)

AVAILABLE: HISTORY IN NEON

Q. For Lower Mills:
What to do with old
Baker sign letters?

By GrACE MAYER
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

Until it was taken down last
month in a nod to irreparable de-
cay, the Walter Baker neon sign
had towered over Lower Mills for
nearly a century, standing tall
even after the eponymous chocolate
factory closed 56 years ago, leaving
hundreds jobless and the buildings
empty.

Blacked out since 1965, the sign
remained firmly in place as the old
complex, with its administrative
offices and mill buildings intact,
was transformed into a sprawling
residential village through which
the Neponset River, as always,
made its way to Boston Harbor.

Now, while a new sign is being
welded out of aluminum and re-

The eleven-lettered sign that was once fastened atop the Walter Baker
administration building in Lower Mills is shown after it was lowered to
the ground along Adams Street in November. A new, replica sign will be
installed in the spring, but what to do with the vintage letters from the
old sign remains an open question. Image courtesy Stokle Photography

lighted, there’s an ongoing discus-
sion locally about the fate of the
original letters.

“Once we knew they couldn’t all
be fixed, we started to focus on the
question of what to do with these

very large, kind of rotted out, but
fascinating, 100-year-old letters?”
said Terry Dolan, a 30-yearresident
ofthe Baker complex, the secretary/
treasurer of the Lower Mills Civic

(Continued on page 13)

Retailers seeing
opportunity as
shoppers eye deals
closer to home

By SETH DANIEL
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

Despite supply chain headaches and in-
creasing food costs, Dorchester retailers and
restaurants are reporting a great start to the
holiday season as shoppers stay close to home
to avoid crowds — a trend merchants hope will
continue throughout the month and beyond.

Following 2020’s move to online gifting as
holiday shopping fell in the path of Covid’s
“second surge” — largely at the expense of local
business — this year is markedly different, ac-
cording to some retailers in the neighborhood.

“We're already having a really good season,”
said Lynda Watson of Streamline Antiques in
Lower Mills. “The fall was really good for us and
so far, it looks like we’re going to have a really
good holiday as well. I think a lot of people are
staying close and arereally into the buyinglocal

(Continued on page 15)

It’s wait-and-see time for Essaibi George

By GinrauTtas Dumcius
ManaGING EpiTOR

Annissa Essaibi George’s
time inside City Hall is wind-
ing down, but the Dorchester
native and former mayoral
candidateis stayingbusy amid
chatter about her political
future.

She turned 48 last Sunday,
and the night before, at the
Polish American Citizens

Club a few blocks from her
home, she held a birthday
celebration. Several hundred
people passed through that
night, many of them bringing
unwrapped toys and winter
coats that Essaibi George, a
former teacher, is distributing
to shelters she has worked
with during her six years as
a city councillor at-large and
to Catie’s Closet, a nonprofit

focused on students living in
poverty.

The day before herlast coun-
cil meeting, Essaibi George
stepped inside the Stitch
House, her Dorchester Avenue
yarn shop, the place where she
first received word in Novem-
ber 2015 that she had won one
ofthe four at-large seats on the
13-member City Council. She

(Continued on page 4)

Outgomg Clty Counclllor An-
nissa Essaibi George speaking
at a recent news conference
outside the Henderson Upper
School. Seth Daniel photo
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ASHMONT NURSERY SCHOOL OPEN IIIIIISE

Saturday, Jan 8 9am-12pm

1 Ashmont St, Dorchester 02124
www.Ashmontnurseryschool.com

Application deadline: February 1for the 2022-2023 school year

All attendees will be asked to wear a mask and sanitize hands upon entry.
Please RSVP to admissions@ashmontnurseryschool.com so that we may
ensure groups are appropriately spaced throughout the morning

'MODERN DOG

AT THE MARINA

OPEN
BATH
APPOINTMENTS
available for the
holiday season
Modern Dog

at the Marina
550 Victory Road, Quincy, MA

617-481-5621
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Man caught, charged in
summer murder of teen

A man who had been
sought by police in
the fatal stabbing of a
17-year-old teen last
summer during a street
festival near Franklin
Park has been captured
and charged with the
murder.

In Suffolk Superior
Courton Monday,Omara
Shears, 44, pleaded not
guilty to a charge of
first-degree murder
during his arraignment
and was ordered held
without bail. He stands
accused of killing Javare
Sommerville, on Aug. 28

Suffolk County Dis-
trict Attorney Rachael
Rollins’s office said Som-
merville was watching a
Caribbean festival when
Shears stabbed him in
theneck ataround 9a.m.
The office said the two
had noknown connection
to one another.

Sommerville was
rushed to Boston Medi-
cal Center where he died
from hisinjuries. Shears,
who was captured on
surveillance video with
theknifein hishand, was
located by the Boston
Police Department’s Fu-
gitive Unit last Friday.
Heisduebackincourtin
January. Hislawyer said
he’s in the early stages
of preparing his client’s
defense. (AP)

[ X X J

A55-year-old Dorches-
ter man was arrested on
Mon., Dec. 13, on gun

Omara Shears: First
degree murder charge

and drug charges after
police say they recovered
a loaded gun from his
person while arresting
him on an outstanding
warrant for an illegal
gun violations. Joseph
Bartley was taken into
custody in the area of
Mora and Washington
streets around 12:40
p.-m. According to police,
he was carrying a hand-
gun and “two plastic
bags containing crack
cocaine.” He was set to
be arraigned for the new
charges in Dorchester
court this week.
[ X X ]

Transit Police arrest-
ed a man for allegedly
assaulting a woman at
Andrew T station on Dec.
6. Police say officers on
patrol at Andrew heard
screaming from the area
of the busway around
9:30 p.m. The suspect,
Erik Conroy, 30, already
had 19 outstanding war-
rants for assaults issued
in courts downtown,
Roxbury, West Rox-
bury, South Boston, and
Dorchester.
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By GintauTtas Dumcius
ManNAGING EDpITOR

Rachael Rollins is set
in the coming weeks
to take up the post of
US attorney for Massa-
chusetts, becoming the
state’s top federal pros-
ecutor and leaving her
post as Suffolk County
district attorney.

As the second woman
and the first Black per-
son to hold the job, she’ll
be making history upon
taking the statewide
office as a federal offi-
cial. No date has been
set for her swearing-in
ceremony.

Her nomination
cleared the Senate by
one vote on Dec. 8 with
Vice President Kamala
Harris stepping in to
break a party-line tie.

In July, President
Biden nominated Roll-
ins, whowas first elected
as Suffolk district attor-
ney in 2018. GOP sena-
tors sought to stop her
nomination, with Texas
Sen. Ted Cruzcalling her
“lawless,” “radical,” and
“left-wing.”

But statistics show
violent crime in Boston
remains down, unlike
other parts of the coun-
try. In a recent appear-
ance on GBH’s “Greater
Boston” show, Rollins
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Senate okay in hand, Rollins to depart
DA’s office for top US prosecutor post

R o

Rachael Rollins:
Approved, ready to go

pointed to the numbers.

“I believe we have a
proof of concept here in
Suffolk, and I believe it
should be brought up to
scale for the rest of the
Commonwealth,” she
told the show’s host, Jim
Braude. “Why shouldn’t
Lowell and Lawrence
and Holyoke and Spring-
field and Worcester ben-
efit from the excellent
work that the Boston
police, the State Police,
Transit, Winthrop, Chel-
sea, and Revere police do
with the Suffolk county
DA’s office?”

Her confirmation drew
cheers from among the
city’s elected officials.

“Looking forward to
your leadership on an
even bigger platform
for justice, fairness and
opportunity across our
communities,” said May-
or Wu.

State Rep. Nika Elu-
gardo, affectionately
referred to Rollins as
Thanos, the supervillain
who faced off against
the Marvel Comics su-
perteam known as the
Avengers, due to Rol-
lins’s 2018 election in
which she “obliterated
the competition,” which
included four candidates
ina Democratic primary.

“Shebrings this energy
of fierce, unstoppable
commitment to getting
done whatever the vision
is,” Elugardo said. “And
the visionis dismantling
structural racism.”

Rollins is data-driven,
according to Elugardo,
as evidenced by the
improvements in crime
statistics. “She’s able
to do that in a way that
honors our first respond-
ers, honors the elements
within policing and crim-
inal justice who are
defending us, and holds
accountable those who
are using that position
by design to harm us,
either based on how we
look, or the color of our
skin,” she said.

City Councillor At-
large Annissa Essaibi
George said she’s gotten
to know Rollins over
the last couple of years
and wishes her luck in

dotnews.com

the new role. “She un-
derstands this city,” the
councillor said.

Rollins was previously
an assistant US attorney
in the years between
2007 and 2011. She also
worked in legal positions
at the Massachusetts
Department of Trans-
portation and Massport,
the independent state
agency that runs Logan
International Airport.

“In this new role, we
have every confidence
that she will continue
her partnerships with
law enforcement, com-
munity advocates, and
other key members of
the legal community to
ensure the safety and
wellbeing of all of the
people of the Common-
wealth, and we look
forward to the renewed
energy and innovative
vision she will bring to
the US Attorney’s office,”
Sens. Elizabeth Warren
and Ed Markey saidin a
joint statement.

Rollins’s departure
means that Gov. Baker,
a Republican, will pick
someone as an interim
Suffolk County prose-
cutor.

Material from State
House Service was used
in this report.

Boston confident that snow-clearing
workforce will be up to the storms

While municipalities around
Massachusetts try to recruit
enough snowplow operators before
the first big winter storm hits,
officials in Boston say they’re con-
fident they have sufficient staffing
to clear the city’s 850 lane miles

when the snow flies.

“Currently we're well-staffed.
We have yet to see that loss of
personnel that people are talking
about statewide. But we also have
to keep an eye on that as this
winter unfolds,” Superintendent
of Streets Michael Brohel said
Monday at Mayor Wu’s winter
preparation press conference.

Many Massachusetts munic-
ipalities, as well as the MBTA,
dealt with a shortage of school
busdriversthisfall and have been

Mayor Wu greeted city workers at
the Public Works Yard on Front-
age Road on Monday to discuss
Boston’s winter preparedness.
Jeremiah Robinson/
Mayor’s office photo

ratcheting up financial incentives
inhopesofavoiding a similar labor
shortage when it comes to plow
drivers. Brohel said Boston has

nine snow-clearing contractors
and that all nine have given the
city “firm commitments” that they
will have the necessary drivers to
man their plows.

And ifthe city has to putits fleet
of plows into operation during the
school week, students in Boston
can most likely look forward to
snow days rather than an un-
planned day of remote learning.

“So far, we have been encour-
aged and are encouraging our
schools toreally focus onin-person
learning,” she said. “So, as we head
into snowstorms, the plan right
now, as I understand it, is that
there will be snow days rather
than remote days.”

— COLIN A. YOUNG
SHNS

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

There will be several vaccine clinics
taking place for Boston residents in
Dorchester, Hyde Park, Mattapan,
Roslindale, and Roxbury over the next
few weeks, including on Sat., Dec. 18, 10
a.m.- 4 p.m. at Melnea A. Cass Recreation
Complex, 120 MLK Jr. Blvd., Roxbury.
Gift cards will be available for those
who attend. Other local venues include
Morning Star Baptist Church, 1257 Blue
Hill Ave., Mattapan, Fridays 9 a.m. -4
p.m. Codman Square Health Center, 637
Washington Street, Dorchester, on Fridays
12-6 p.m. and Tuesdays 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Immigrant Family Services Institute, 1626
Blue Hill Ave., Mattapan, 10:30 a.m.-1:45
p.m., Friday, Dec. 17. Gallivan Community
Center, 61 Woodruff Way, Mattapan,
Mondays 2-6 p.m. Prince Hall Grand
Lodge 24 Washington St., Dorchester,
Tuesdays 12-7 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m.-3
p.m.

Boston Centers for Youth & Families,
and the City of Boston’s Public Facilities
Department and the Mayor’s Office
of Neighborhood Services will host a

second community meeting to explore
options for a new community center
in Dorchester. The meeting will be held
via Zoom on Tuesday, Dec. 21 at 6 p.m.
To participate, please register at bit.ly/
BCYFDorchester. Translation services can
also be requested when registering. This
study will consist of several community
meetings to establish the types of uses
and activities the community would like
to see in a new center. The study is also
exploring location options to build any
potential centers on. To learn more about
the study and review the presentation
from the first meeting, visit Boston.gov/
BCYF.

Members of the First Baptist Church
in Dorchester invite the community
to join them for its annual Christmas
candlelight service on Sun., Dec. 19 at
7 p.m. The service will feature scripture,
candlelight, and recorded carols. We
will follow Covid-19 safety protocols and
will remain masked with spaced seating.
The multicultural congregation comes
from many places — including the U.S,,

the Caribbean, Puerto Rico, Asia, and the
continent of Africa — all of whom welcome
you to join us in Christmas fellowship.
The church is located at 401 Ashmont St.,
Dorchester.

The BPDA hosts a virtual public meeting
on Wed., Dec. 15 at 6 p.m. to kick-off a
review process of the Dorchester Bay
City project. Please register in advance
by going to the link: bit.ly/DBCDec15.
Additional, topic-specific public meetings
are planned in the new year.

Codman Square Neighborhood
Development Corp’s winter auction is
taking place through Dec. 20 online. Go
to 32auctions.com/csndcwinter to bid
on holiday gifts or treat yourself to some
amazing items. Contact Laurene DaRosa
for more info at laurene@csndc.com.

The National Center of Afro-American
Artists  (NCAAA) presents  Black
Nativity at the Emerson Paramount
Center, 559 Washington St. this
weekend, Saturday and Sunday matinees
at 3:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday evening
shows at 8 p.m. Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention guidelines are
followed. An art auction and gala will occur
virtually. Written by Harlem Renaissance
poet, essayist, and playwright Langston
Hughes, Black Nativity retells
the birth story of Christ through Black

vernacular speech, Biblical narration,
gospel music, and dramatic
dance. Black Nativity was first
performed on Broadway in 1961.
The Boston production began in
1970. The 51st season of Black

Nativity is presented in collaboration
with ArtsEmerson. It is pleased to count
among its sponsors and supporters the
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation and
the Museum of Fine Arts. Tickets range
from $25 - $80 and may be purchased
online at  blacknativity.org/59 or
emailing give@bostonabcd.org.
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By SETH DANIEL
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

City planning officials
told the Greater Mat-
tapan Neighborhood
Council (GMNC) at a
Monday meeting that
after receiving a $15
million federal grant,
they are ready to move
toward the next level of
re-designing Blue Hill
Avenue from Mattapan
Square to Warren Street
while renewing discus-
sions with the commu-
nity once again.

Charlotte Fleetwood
of Boston Transporta-
tion Department (BTD)
told attendees that “we
applied in July for $25
million and we got $15
million, which was less
than what we asked for
but still a substantial
amount of money and
it gives us confidence
we’ll have all the funds
to complete the project.”

Two weeks ago, Con-
gressman Stephen
Lynch and Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley
announced that they had
secured $15 million from
a federal RAISE grant
just one year after the
government had rejected
a grant application for
the same project.

State Rep. Russell
Holmes reminded ev-
eryone that planning
for the project, including
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With $15m federal grant in hand, city
set to move on Blue Hill Ave. re-design

the center-lane bus con-
figuration, goes back 12
years and that many de-
cisions have been made
already.

The project includes
a center-lane bus con-
figuration like the one
unveiled last fall on
Columbus Avenue in
Jamaica Plain. On Blue
Hill Avenue, the lane
would run from War-
ren Street to Mattapan
Square, which will prob-
ably mean fewer stops
along the avenue. Advo-
cates, though, indicate
it would mean quicker
trips and more efficient
bus operations.

Fleetwood said the
“givens” in the project
are the center-land bus
operations, theincreased
pedestrian safety mea-
sures, and the high-qual-
ity bicycle lanes. She said
there would probably be
important discussions
to be had about “trade-
offs,” including changing
the angled parking in
Mattapan Square to par-
allel parking resulting
in fewer parking slots.
She noted the desire for
street trees, and said
“we would have room
for street trees, but we’'d
have to lose parking.
Those are the issues we
want totalk about at this
meeting and out in the
community.”

GMNC Chair Fatima
Ali-Salaam said the
focus should be a bet-
ter-functioning Matta-
pan Square and not just
the operations of a cen-
ter-lane bus. She joked
that the red lanes cre-
ated for center buses re-
mind her of Elmo, thered
Sesame Street character.
She said that she calls
it “Elmo’s Mile,” adding
she is thinking about “a
Mattapan Square where
I want to go and be with
friends and go shopping.
That has to be the goal.”

Jarred Johnson, exec-
utive director of Transit
Matters, attended the
meeting and said he is
an advocate of the cen-
ter-lane bus.

“Atfirstitlooks confus-
ing, but I want folks to
visualize a typical clus-
tered and crowded day on
Blue Hill Avenue where
there is double parking
by the bus stop from an
UberEATS delivery driv-
erand the bus has to pull
in diagonallyto get tothe
stop,” he said. “In that, a
senior or ayoung mother
is walking off the curb
and into street traffic to
get to the bus...It takes
time to get used to, but
for efficiency, you gain
a lot from having them
center-running.”

He noted that in the
earlier planning efforts,

THE REPORTE

the slow ride of the bus
from Mattapan Square
to Ruggles was an item
of great concern, some-
thing vastly improved
by a center-lane config-
uration.

Johnson also said he
was excited to see that
an RFP had been issued
by the city for public en-
gagement on the project,
and he was hopeful that
the team led by ACE and
Livable Streets would be
chosen.

Fleetwood indicated
she would be back at
the GMNC meeting in
January with some new
renderings and ready for
detailed discussions.

MATTAPAN
NOTEBOOK

® Transit Matters Di-
rector Johnson came to
Monday’s meeting to
discuss how the neigh-
borhood can and should
push for electrification of
buses in Mattapan. He
noted that the Arborway
Yard bus garage project
at Forest Hills was being
moved up on its con-
struction schedule due to
new federal infrastruc-
ture monies. What that
means for Mattapan, he
said, is that advocacy
could resultinbusylines
like the 28 and 22 routes
being moved from the
South Boston garage to

Arendering from early in 2020 of what a center-lane
bus configuration might look like on Blue Hill Av-

enue in Mattapan.

the Arborway —allowing
for electrification of those
key Mattapan routes.

The same was said for
the Quincy garage that
is about two years from
construction. Both house
buses that run in Matta-
pan,and both could bring
electrification with advo-
cacy. State Rep. Holmes
encouraged everyone to
attend an online MBTA
meeting this Thursday
(Dec. 9) about the Arbor-
way Garage project.

e State Rep. Brandy
Fluker-Oakley reported
that she and state Sen.
Nick Collins, were able
to get $8 million in the
Covid-19 funding bill
dedicated to the Haitian
Resettlement effortsthat
areongoingin Mattapan,

specifically through the
Immigrant Family Ser-
vices Institute. She said
they are waiting to see if
Gov. Baker will sign the
bill with that allocation
included - something he
has indicated he would
do.

e New board members
Chad Fletcher, Wes
Williams and Azan Reid
were voted in by the
membership.

e The first residents of
Cote Village will move
into the 24 townhouses
on Dec. 15.

e The Mattapan Teen
Center will be holding
a coat drive on Dec. 15.
They are asking that new
or lightly used coats be
dropped off at the Center
on that day.
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BPS data show that incident reports dropped this year
Councillor Baker says that many are n

s °

By SETH DANIEL
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

Data collected by the Boston
Public Schools indicate that
reports of fights and assaults
in the district have dropped
significantly so far this year
as compared to 2019, the last
year that students attended
in-person classes.

The statistics, provided to
the Reporter last week in re-
sponse to a request made in
early November, show a nota-
ble decrease in reported inci-
dents between the two years.
BPSrecorded 852 altercations
and assaults between Sept. 1
and Nov. 5, 2019. There were
501incidents thisyear during
the same period, a decrease of
351 year to year. Enrollment
went from 53,094 in the fall of
2019tothe currentenrollment
of 46,169.

The major pinch-point for
incidents that require disci-
plinary action seems to be oc-
curring atthe 9th-gradelevel,
where 55 students were disci-
plined for fighting or assaults
— almost double the number
at other grade levels from 7
to 11, which had numbers
in the 20s. The 12th graders
had fewer than 10 incidents.
That was also the case for
the elementary grades. BPS
does not discipline students
in grades 2 and below.

In that same breakdown,
109 students were male and 75
were female, while 159 were
economically disadvantaged
and 25 were not.

Inastatementtothe Repori-
er, Supt. Brenda Cassellius
said the district is “fiercely
committed” to working proac-

ot reported

One of the new School Safety cruisers deployed in front of the Henderson late last month.

tively to preventincidents and
that is showing in the num-
bers. “The health, safety, and
well-being of every student is
a top priority of the Boston
Public Schools,” she wrote.
“BPS will not condone or tol-
erate willful acts of violence
or misconduct of any kind.”
Her statement continued:
“The district will remain
focused on identifying, mit-
igating, and eliminating
confrontational incidences
andis proactive in addressing
various incidences in various
ways and to the appropriate
measure; including a focus
on restorative justice prac-

tices, anti-bullying programs,
and anti-racist trainings as
alternatives to traditional
disciplinary measures when
applicable. The district has
also invested in key so-
cial-emotional supports by
hiring family liaisons and
social workersin each school.”

The data provided to the
Reporter were also supplied
tomembers of the Boston City
Council, who had requested
more information following
the high-profile, violent attack
on Patricia Lampron, the
principal of the Henderson
Inclusion School’s upper cam-
pus, on Nov. 3.

Seth Daniel photo

Information provided to
the council’srequestincluded
incidents requiring a 9-1-1
response between Sept. 1 and
Nov. 23 of this year. Of those
district-wide numbers, there
were 33 cases of some type of
assault, 39 cases of indecent
assault and battery, 8 cases
of possession of some type of
weapon, 10 cases of affray,
and 11 cases of ‘sexting’ —
the sending of inappropriate
images via cell phone text —
among many other categories.

Councillor Frank Baker,
who filed an information re-
quest toget the statistics, said
he is convinced that there is

It’s wait-and-see time for Essaibi George

(Continued from page 1)
first ran for at-large in 2013
and fell short, finishing fifth.
In 2015, she ran again and
knocked out Stephen Murphy,
who had served since 1997
and is now Suffolk County’s
Register of Deeds.

“It is obviously the close of
a chapter in my life which I
tremendously enjoyed and
have felt pretty productive
and successfulin,” she told the
Reporter in an exit interview
Tuesday.

Asked if she plans another
run for public office, including
a second mayoral run, Essaibi
George said, “I'm not opposed
to any idea. I've always said
to my students, when I was
teaching, you’ve got tokeep the
doors of opportunity always
open.”

Does that include the gov-
ernor’s office? “You've got to
keep the doors of opportunity
open,” she repeated. A source
told the Reporter earlier this
month that she was weighing
a run for governor next year.

“Politics isn’t a spectator
sport for me,” the departing
councillor said. “I like to be
engaged in it because I think
I've got something positive
and productive to contribute,
and so I expect to continue
contributing.” There is more
to come, she added.

For all that, aside from a
couple ofdays around Thanks-
giving spent with her boys and
husband Doug, Essaibi George
has focused on her work on the
council.

“Thaven’t spent a ton of time

preliminary municipal election last fall.
Jesse Costa/l WBUR photo

thinking about next steps,” she
said. “Obviously there’s been
lots of chatter about what it
might be, but for me, since
Election Day, these last cou-
ple of weeks have really been
about making sure there is a
plan in place for my work.”
She has stayed away from
the holiday tree lightings
across the city, she said, so as
not to create a distraction as
Mayor Michelle Wu made her
way across the neighborhoods.
“I want her to be successful.
I am going to be in this city for
the rest of my life, raising my
family here,” she said. “I want
Boston to be successful, so her
success is Boston’s success.”
Essaibi George said she
remains concerned about a
number of things: the future
of Boston Public Schools asthe
system sees a decline in stu-

dent enrollment, the homeless-
ness and opioid addiction crisis
at Massachusetts Avenue
and Melnea Cass Boulevard,
and families grappling with
Covid-19 and housing issues.

“The anxiety that I feel is
around the work I’ve done
and some of that work that
I've kicked off. I worry about it
continuing, especially around
family homelessness,” she
said. “I'm really anxious that
there won’t be the same ad-
vocacy.”

Coronavirus had somewhat
stalled the work of a special
city commission formed to try
to end family homelessness
that was created through an
ordinance that Essaibi George
worked to push through before
the pandemic. Butoverthelast
several months, she said, there
havebeen discussions between

shelter providers and key
partners, including the city’s
housing chief, Sheila Dillon.

The discussions are now in
a place “where I am confident
that work will continue in some
respect,” she said.

Another initiative Essaibi
George pushed is getting
underway: Needle disposal at
pharmacies, in kiosks similar
to those that allow people to
drop off unused or expired
medication. “Ifyou are at home
and dealing with a chronic
illness, if you've got diabetes,
if you're taking B-12 shots,
or doing any sort of fertility
treatments or struggling with
an opioid crisis, and using nee-
dles, using sharps, they should
be properly disposed of,” she
said. “They shouldn’t go into
household waste.”

She said she has enjoyed re-
solving for constituents “what
I think the world would see as
insignificant” issues. “If it was
tree limbs that were pulling
down wires, we had tomake 10
different calls to get that fixed,
whichis sort of frustrating, but
alsoin the end, when it’s done,
it’s done.”

The citywide councillor said
she’s also proud that her office
was able to support families
who needed shelter beds.
“When I joined the council in
2016, we thought there were
maybe 3,000 kids [experienc-
ing homelessness],” she said.
“Because of my work, because
we started to count them and
really see kids who were expe-
riencing homelessness, we re-
alized the number was 5,000.”

a culture of underreporting
violence and altercations in
school buildings. He pointed
to one number provided to
him that showed only four
incidents at the Henderson
School this year and he said
he has received word about
many more than that.

“What I hear from people
in the schools is a lot of “You
didn’t hear this from me,
but...’,” he said. “I get a lot
of that. People are afraid to
report things. It’s a culture of
underreporting and a culture
that’s trying to keep police
and public safety out of the
schools.”

The SEIU 888 union, which
represents about 300 staff
workers such as secretaries
and clerical workers, agrees
with Baker. In a statement
to the Reporter, the union
said: “The district does not
voluntarily distribute in-
formation on concerning or
violent events and appears
untruthful and evasive when
asked about specific concern-
ingorviolent eventsthat have
occurred. This consistent
pattern showing a lack of
transparency District wide
is the greatest concern and
equates to a cover up.”

Last week, SEIU 888 put
in a formal legal request to
the Boston Police and BPS to
get incident reports of these
individual events. They have
also asked for publicinforma-
tion regarding the numbers of
students leaving — known as
student attrition — the Hen-
derson Upper School.

Essaibi George also high-
lighted working with the state
attorney general’s office to
protect seniors from fraud and
supporting small businesses.
Her staffers have pulled to-
gether folders on those and
other topics she has worked
on in order to pass them along
toher colleagues and incoming
councillors.

“It shouldn’t just end; it
shouldn’t just all disappear
because I won’t be a member
of the body anymore,” she
said. “Of course, any councillor
coming in has their own set of
priorities and their personal
agenda and pile of work they
want to get to, but if there is
an interest in taking on any
of these topic matters, I cer-
tainly want them to not have
to recreate the wheel.”

The pink wall in her City
Hall office, though, may be a
different matter. When she
joined the council, Essaibi
George had a wall of her of-
fice painted in the hot pink
that can also be found on her
clothes, inside the yarn shop,
and on her campaign signs.
Multiple layers were needed
for the office wall, because the
concrete kept absorbing the
pink paint.

“I'm not sure if anyone will
keep it. I think it’s great,” she
said, laughing. “But I imagine
that whoever comes into our
office next — I don’t know who
itis — will probably paint over
the pink wall. And I imagine
it’s going to take several layers
of primer and paint to coverit.”
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Campaign to hike ranks of the health-insured is underway

BY GrRACE MAYER
SPECIAL T0O THE REPORTER

The Massachusetts
Health Care Connector
is again moving to raise
awareness of affordable
health insurance plans
available to Bay State
residents.

“People know to ex-
pect us showing up this
time of year,” said Ja-
son Lefferts, the health
connector’s director of
communications and
outreach. “Weknow some
communities have higher
rates without insurance,
and we wanttobeinthose
communities.”

Since 2016, Lefferts
said, the health con-
nector has been going
on “business walks” as
part of an effort to reach
vulnerable populations
throughout the state
and target communities
where health insurance
rates are particularly
low, including neighbor-
hoodslike Dorchester. By
applying for health insur-
ance through the Health
Connector, Lefferts said,
residents and businesses
that qualify can save up
to several thousand dol-
lars in costs every year.

As of 2019, the rate of
uninsurance throughout
Massachusetts was 3 per-
cent, significantly lower
when compared to the
2020 national average of
8.5 percent recorded by
the US Census Bureau.

But when the focus

Build up your community when you
Borrow from East West Mortgage

narrows in on certain
neighborhoods in Mas-
sachusetts, the gaps in
health insurance cov-
erage become wider. In
Dorchester, the unin-
sured rate is 6.8 percent,
while Boston overallis at
of 4.7 percent, according
to the Boston Public
Health Commission.

Most Massachusetts
residents are required to
have health insurance,
or face paying a penalty.

This Saturday (Dec.
18), the Health Con-
nector is hosting a hol-
iday-themed event in
Dorchester to share in-
formation about enroll-
ing in health insurance.
The event, which will run
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Modern Part Art, 268
Bowdoin St. near the
Restaurante Cesaria
will feature an artisan
craft market, raffle priz-
es, Santa Claus, and
holiday-themed treats.
Health Connector nav-
igators will be on hand
help people sign up for
insurance.

The open enrollment
period started Nov. 1 and
will run through Jan. 23.
Butthedeadline toenroll
in health insurance that
would begin in 2022 is
Dec. 23. Appointments
can be made with the
health connector’s nav-
igators on its website,
mahealthconnector.org,
overthe phone, orin-per-
son at one of the health

connector’s locations.
By the end of the en-

rollment period, Lefferts
said, the agency will have

placed 2,000 signs in lo-
cations across the state

through its business
walks.

FREE PUBLIC COVID-19 VACCINES AVAILABLE
AT DOTHOUSE HEALTH (WALK-INS WELCOME)
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1GOT
MY COVID-19
VACCINE!

Have you received your COVID-19 vaccine? Please talk to a staff

member to book your appointment today or call 617-740-2213.
(walk-ins welcome)

¢Ha recibido su vacuna COVID-19? Hable con un miembro del
personal para reservar su cita hoy o llame al 617-740-2213.

(sin cita previe)
Ban da chich nguia COVID-19 chua? Vui long néi chuyén véi nhan
vién dé dat lich hen ngay hém nay hoac goi dién téi 617-740-2213.
(khéng cdn cd hen)

{; DotHouse Health

We keep you well

For more information on scheduling,
please visit: www.DotHouseHealth.org

DotHouse Health 1353 Dorchester Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02122

<

Apply Now
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East West Mortgage is the only mortgage company headquartered in Dorchester, owned and operated by a Dorchester native. He saw a need to provide
an honest and locally grown option for mortgage lending in our community and that is what we are doing. We understand Boston and when there is a
need we are here to help. That is why we developed the East West Mortgage Spotlight to help give a voice to local organizations doing good in our
community everyday. For every mortgage refinance or purchase you do with East West Mortgage we will donate $500 to an East West Spotlight
organization of your choice. Use Code SPOTLIGHT

& WO

L. heponset river
mm WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

Contact: Nancy Fyler

Massachusetts Mortgage Lender & Mortgage Broker MC 1746559
100 Hallet St Dorchester MA 02124 | 617-247-4747 | www.ewmortgage.com

Phone: 1-781-690-1205
Website: www.neponset.org

@ East West
- Mortgage

S

The Neponset River Watershed Association is a grassroots,
member-supported conservation group working since 1967 to
clean up and protect the Neponset River, its tributaries and
surrounding watershed lands. The association supports over
330,000 residents and businesses that live in the 14 communities
of the Neponset River Watershed, from Foxborough to Dorchester.

Together they organize large volunteer cleanups along the
Neponset River, Dorchester Marshes, PJP Park, and Tenean Beach
that removes hundreds of pounds of trash from the area. As an
important part of the community they also partner with MassDCR
and the Neponset River Greenway Council to sponsor fun family
events along the Neponset River, like the recent Pumpkin Parade.

Want to be featured in the East West Spotlight ?
Reach out to maureen@dotnews.com or 617-436-1222 x17 for more information.
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Elugardo discusses her choice to run for state Senate seat

By GintauTtas Dumcius
ManAGING EpiTOR

While the race for governor is
sure to dominate headlines in
2022, Boston will also have an
open state Senate seat. That’s due
to state Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz, a
Jamaica Plain Democrat, opting
to run for the
governor’s of-
fice instead of
reelection to
thedistrict she
' hasrepresent-

ed since 2009.

The race for
the Senate
seat known as the Second Suffolk
isalready drawing interest: State
Reps. Nika Elugardo and Liz Mi-
randa declared their candidacies
last week, and Dianne Wilkerson,
the former eight-term incumbent
who lost to Chang-Diaz in 2008,
plans to make a decision in Janu-
ary or February about whether she
wants to wage another campaign
for her old job.

Elugardo’s entry into the race
comes after she had initially
decided to sit it out and support
Miranda, a fellow Democrat. “As
I thought more about what the
district needed and learned more
on the ground about what’s going
on, the community kept asking”
her about running, Elugardo said.

With her strong relationships
with her Beacon Hill colleagues,
and with billions of federal dollars
flowing from Washington, and the
Legislature shedding a reputation
for handling one or two big bills
per session, Elugardo sees an op-
portunity to widen her gaze, she
told the Reporter in an interview.

“These are extraordinary times
and they call for extraordinary

“...several dozen leaders from
around the community helped
me make the decision,” to run
for the senate seat.

— Nika Elugardo

leadership,” she said, “and I think
I can bring that in collaboration
with the folks of the Second Suf-
folk.”

Elugardo represents the 15th
Suffolk House district, which
includes parts of Jamaica Plain
and neighboring Brookline. She
serveson the budget-writing Ways
and Means Committee and the
Legislature’s Joint Committee
on Housing.

Before her time in the House,
shebriefly worked for Chang-Diaz,
focusing on policy areas such as
housing and health care financing,
as well as setting up fellowship
and internship programs.

A graduate of MIT, she holds
degrees from Harvard Universi-
ty’s Kennedy School of Govern-
ment and Boston University Law
School. When she ran for the seat
in 2018, she beat incumbent state
Rep. Jeffrey Sanchez, who had
held the seat since 2003.

Her decision torun for Senate af-
ter nearly two terms in the House
was a hard one to make, Elugardo

How To Holiday

SOUTH BAY

Dinner’s
Ready!

DISCOVER ALL OUR DINING OPTIONS

bostonsouthbay.com

@BostonSouthBay

said. “I'm really good at building
leaders, that’s how I approached
my time at the State House. So,
it was heart-wrenching for me to
do that comparison and choose
myself,” she said. “But several
dozen leaders from around the
community helped me make the
decision.” She declined to name
the community members.

Born and raised in Ohio, Elu-
gardo moved to Boston when she
was 17. She recalls meeting Mel
King, an activist who served as a
staterepresentative between 1973
and 1982. He was the first Black
person to run for mayor of Boston,
losing to Ray Flynn in 1983.

King tried to get her to run for
officeinthe 1990s, but she balked,
citing a dislike of politicians. “I
was so offended,” she quipped.

But King and others eventually
wore her down. Elugardo said she
recently saw King and he is “very
excited” about her Senate run.

A formal campaign launch is
expected early next year, she said.

[ X X ]

Boston City Councillor Lydia
Edwards defeated Revere School
Committee member Anthony
D’Ambrosio in a special election
primary held on Tuesday to fill a
State Senate vacancy left when
former Sen. Joe Boncore of Win-
throp gave up that seat to lead
the Massachusetts Biotechnology
Council.

Edwards faces no opponent in
the Jan. 11 special election. Her
council seat will then be filled by
another special election. and is
poised next month to fill the seat.

Material from State House News
Service was used in this report.

Congressman Richard Neal, chairman of the US

House and Ways committee, with US Labor Secre-

tary Marty Walsh in Springfield on Monday.
MassLive.com photo

Walsh ‘not speculating’

on governor run talk

US Labor Secretary Marty Walsh was in Spring-
field earlier this week, pushing the Biden admin-
istration’s infrastructure spending. But the topic a
number of reporters were interested in dealt with
his political spending.

His name has come up as a potential candidate for
governor, with Charlie Baker deciding againstarun
for a third four-year term. Walsh joined the Biden
administration in March after cruising through
the Senate confirmation process, leaving behind
the Boston mayorship, a job he long coveted before
winning it in 2013.

“There’s alot of speculation about alot of things and
I'm not speculating on it,” Walsh said in Springfield.
He added: “I'm working in an administration that
is working to move our country forward. I work for
a great guy in President Biden. We are laying out
a good plan to move forward.”

Nha hang <6 thé la noi
ban sé téa sang.

Mhiéu nha hang tai Boston
rdt irén trong sut hop tac quy bdu cla cac ban
Xin tim hiéu thém tai Boston.gov/Restaurantiobs
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The MBTA is hiring. Your next job
could be the start of a lifelong career.

It seems like there’s never been a better time to be looking for a better job. And what
makes this even more important is that for some it won’t just be a better job. It will be
a job that leads to a career that ultimately leads to a better life. That’s the opportunity
the T is offering as we hire new operators. A regular salary with paid vacation and sick
time, plus solid benefits, tuition reimbursement, and established paths for growth.
Best of all, operating a bus means you’ll be helping tens of thousands of people
achieve what they need to do every day.

Join the T. Get started today. It’s easy. Visit MBTA.com/Apply
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By KATiE PEDERSEN
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

A vacant lot in Cod-
man Square will be
converted into a “micro
forest” in the coming
months, thanks to an ef-
fort spearheaded by staff
at the nearby Codman
Academy.

The city-owned space
on Norfolk Street will be
re-designed with differ-
ent varieties of trees and
shrubs, stone features,
and outdoor classroom
space, courtesy of fund-
ing and support from the
city of Boston, the Fish
Family Foundation, and
otherdonors. It will open
to the public next spring
once its cherry trees are
planted.

The project is the
brainchild of K-1 teach-
er Tasha Harris, who
studied the Japanese
practice of forest bathing
— or moving mindfully
through nature — while
on a fellowship in Costa
Rica. When Codman
Academy founder Meg
Campbell mentioned
to her that there was a
sliver of land available
in Codman Square, Har-
ris’s first thought was
that it would be perfect
for a healing micro-for-
est.

“That was the mo-
ment when the seed was
planted, and it just took
off from there,” recalled
Harris, who, along with
colleagues, organized a

THE REPORTER
In the works for Codman Sq.:‘micro forest’

December 16, 2021

A vacant lot on Norfolk Street in Codman Square is currently being trans-
formed into a “micro forest” that will be used by the community and students
from Codman Academy. Above right, a design shows the layout of the lot.

Images courtesy Codman Academy

series of public meetings
to vet the idea and gain
public support for mak-
ing it happen.

“I stood up in front of
three community meet-
ings and talk about how
we would use the space
both as a school and as
a community, and that
gained unanimous sup-
port,” Harris said. “Once
we realized that this is
a viable idea, we got a
landscape architect on
board.”

The team chose Liz Luc
Clowes to come up with
a design for the triangu-
lar-shapedlot. Luc Clow-
es brought expertise in

carbon sequestration
through urban forests
to the project, having
planted a series of micro
forests in Worcester.
“We all know that the
climate is changing,”
said Luc Clowes, anative
of Haiti. “What brought
me to this work is that
I could feel that the
climate was changing.
People ask me, ‘Why are
you building a micro for-
est? and [I say] it’s very
directly related to what’s
happening. It is an edu-
cational space, but it is
also anature-based solu-
tion to climate change.
Climate change is real,

it’s here; this is a place
you can come to get some
relief.”

The team has contract-
ed with David Hurst, a
Codman Square-born
landscaper to supervise
construction on the proj-
ect, which is expected to
cost about $175,000.

Said Luc Clowes: “This
was the first time I
worked with a Black-
owned landscaping com-
pany with an all POC
crew,” an experience she
appreciated as a Black
woman who owns aland-
scape design company in
Boston.

For her part, Harris is
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excited about exposing
her students to the so-
cial-emotional benefits
of nature without the
need to take a bus to a
different neighborhood.

“Especially during
quarantine, the children
were deprived of a lot of
things,” she said. “Miss-
ing fresh air, missing
gross motor activities,
missing human con-
nection. Nature should
go hand-in-hand with
school.”

Thabiti Brown, Head
of School at Codman
Academy, looks forward

to the day when the AP
Environmental Science
program can collect soil
samples and learn about
the heat island effect at
an outdoor space a block
from their school.

“The best way to grow
fertile young minds is to
give them possibilities
for beauty, and advance-
ment, and discovery,”
said Brown. “We’re not
going to see that reflect-
ed in their math scores
tomorrow, but the hope
is that they’re more full
human beings at the end
of that.”

BELIEVE - BELONG - BECOME

APPLY NOW @ BCHIGH.EDU

SCAN ME
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Dot Eagles come up short in Pop Warner Super Bowl

By SETH DANIEL
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

After blowing through
the competition until the
final game in the Pop
Warner football 14U
Division 1 Super Bowl
tournament in Florida
over the past week, the
Dorchester Eagles lost,
31-8, in the champi-
onship game the Pine
Hill (Florida) team last
Saturday.

Fielding one of the
best teams to come out
of the storied youth
football program in
Dorchester, the Eagles
14U team, led by what
Coach Tony Hurston
called the “three-head-
ed monster” tandem of
Isaiah Simmons, Mahki
Dodd, and Jamari Rob-
inson, had shown itself
to be a strong team
nationally — advancing
to the championship
game after beating the
Richmond Heights (PA)
Conquerors, 35-0, and

.-
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News about people

in and around our Neighborhoods

The Dorchester Eagles 14U Pop Warner football team steamrolled through

most of the competition in Florida over the past week but couldn’t get any
momentum in the championship game in losing to Pine Hill of Florida.

the Hartford Hurricanes
29-0before bowingtothe
Pine Hill eleven.

In spite of the loss, all
the coaches said the kids

Dorchester residents Aaliyah

aunt, Meghan Gonsalves, were on hand for the 80th
Annual Boston Common Tree Lighting on Dec. 2.
This is the 50th year that Nova Scotia has given a

Christmas tree to the people of Boston as thanks for

relief efforts following the Dec. 6, 1917, explosion
of a munitions ship in Halifax Harbor.

Jon Seamans photo

Gonsalves, 5,and her

had an incredible time
competing and having
fun in the Sunshine
State Florida over the
past two weeks —includ-

ing attending the Pop
Warner party. Eagles
program director Terry
Cousins said they took
careful Covid-19 mea-

sures and it paid off
with everyone returning
healthy. He said they
thanked all of those who
donated to the team’s
cause and gave a special
shout out to US Labor
Secretary Marty Walsh,
and clothing designer
Calvin Leon.

For all that, the loss
in the final left a sour
taste with Eagles staff
members.

“That was the first
time the Citrus Bowl
hosted the Pop Warner
Super Bowl and the refs
set a record by throwing
10 penalties in the first
10 minutes of the game,”
said assistant coach
Darryl Simmons. “It
changed the momentum
of the game. Hats off to
Pine Hill because they
were definitely a good
team, but we couldn’t
win. They had the refs,
the cheerleaders and the
hometown cooking.”

Cousins said that the

league has had three
teams advance to the
championship game in
the last 20 years, and 16
teams travel to Florida
for the Super Bowl fi-
nals—andthere’s always
“funnybusiness” against
the northern teams.

“It bothers me as a
grown man to watch our
kids cry and feel they
didn’t get a fair shake,”
he said. “The coaches try
to keep it professional,
and we don’t complain
because we don’t want to
get in trouble and want
to set a good example,
butit’s frustrating...The
northern teams don’t
get respectful treatment
when we go down to
Florida.

“My coaches and I are
going to look at our dif-
ferent options,” he said.
“I'm going to speak toour
league folks and guys I
know who care about
us and talk to our board
about what we domoving

Mayor Michelle Wu made her inaugural visit to Adams Corner for a holiday/Christmas tree lighting on
Sunday., Dec. 5. A large crowd of spectators were on hand for the annual Enchanted Trolley tour stop,
which typically makes its final visit of the season at the Dorchester village to light a tree across from
the Old Dorchester Post and the Eire Pub.

John Wilcox/Mayor’s Office photo

Elisha B. Bird, anative
of Dorchester, was known
for posters and bookplate
designs. In her book,
“E.B. Bird and His Book-
plates (1904), Winifred
Porter Truesdell wrote:
“Mr. Bird is a Boston
man, and a graduate of
the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, and
from his experience there
gained his first knowl-
edge of light and shade,
the handling of color,
and systems of pen work.
After his graduation he
became head designer for
the Boston Photogravure
Company and later was
with the Art Publishing
Company, which he left
to go into business for
himself.

“While at the Institute
he was always associated

DOoORCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The illustrator Elisha Brown Bird (1867-1943)

Elisha Brown Bird and his poster, “The Red Letter” (1896)

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE

with the college publica-
tions, and has assisted
in the illustration, and
superintended the issue
of many college annuals
throughout the country.
During the recent poster
craze he was one of the
foremost designers, his
bold style being very
convincing. He has also
anenviablereputation as
a cartoonist, being at the
head of this branch of art
on football matters.
“Hisideasinbook-plate
making are to get away
from the old rectangular
shape and general ideas
taken by most designers
and turn out something
new both in shape and
handling of the subject.”
In its obituary of the
artist, the Boston Globe
noted that “For more

than 15 years prior to
his retirement in 1939,
he was in the art depart-
ment of the New York
Times. Permanent exhi-
bitions of his bookplates
are on display in the Bos-
ton Public Library and in
the libraries of Harvard
and Yale.”

The archive of these
historical posts can be
viewed on the blog at
dorchesterhistoricalsoci-
ety.org.

[ X X }

Reminder: A house
history from the
Dorchester Historical So-
ciety would make a great
gift to a homeowner in
Dorchester or Mattapan.
Take alook at some of the
completed histories on
the Dorchester Historical
Society website
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Let’s err on side of
common sense—
and mask up

It’s our least favorite fashion accessory and no
one is going to win a popularity contest for saying
it, but it’s time to get those face masks back into the
regular rotation, regardless of one’s vaccine status.
That should extend to a new indoor mandate, state-
wide, to help convince people that they can stem the
rising tide of infection and illness.

That recommendation came this week from the
state’s leading voice of medical professionals— the
Massachusetts Medical Society, which pointed to
an “alarming upward trend” in Covid-19 cases and
hospitalizations in recent weeks.

“Wearing masks while indoors is an effective and
appropriate way to slow transmission of the disease,
especially with the holiday and cold and flu seasons
upon us,” said Dr. Carole Allen, president of the
Massachusetts Medical Society. “We must all work
together to take steps to confront and stem what
could be a continued rise in cases, hospitalizations,
serious illness, and death.”

The stats from the state’s Department of Public
Health underline the problem: There were 11,078
new cases over the weekend and 1,355 people hos-
pitalized. On Tuesday, the state confirmed 61 new
deaths from Covid. The new strain of the virus is
one reason for concern, enough for other states with
a similar trajectory like New York and California,
to reinstate their indoor mandate. (New York ‘s re-
quirement allows exemptionsin venues that require
proof-of-vaccination for entry.)

But, we also have to weigh our cold-weather
climate and the increased volume of people con-
gregating in restaurants, entertainment venues,
and other spaces. The Archdiocese of Boston this
week renewed its own mandate to have congregants
masked while at Mass. Schools locally are weighing
new restrictions and even remote learning options
for the post-Christmas break.

So far, Gov. Baker has resisted calls for him to
reconsider a new mask mandate, pointing to the
state’s impressive record to date in getting our
population vaccinated. And he’s right about that:
According to DPH, more than 5.7 million people
in Massachusetts had taken at least one dose of a
vaccine — and almost 5 million are “fully” vaxxed —
roughly 90 percent of those eligible. That’s well above
the national average in all categories.

The governor prefers to let local cities and towns
take thelead on setting guidelines for businesses, he
said. And he’s made a good call in ordering up free
test kits for some 2.1 million residents in hard-hit
communities, including our own, to help monitor
and stem the growth of the infection rate.

But Massachusetts is one of the leading states
in the nation, in part, because we've followed the
guidance of scientists and epidemiologists who
know what to look for and how to best protect our
citizens. We may not be thrilled with the prescrip-
tion— but now is the time to double down and take
their advice to heart: Masks offer the most sensible
and best protection to interrupt the spread of Covid
and other seasonal illnesses.

We've all got them — let’s use them, whether or not
there’s an edict from Beacon Hill. After all, we don’t
wait for an executive order to don gloves, scarves,
and boots when there’s a chill in the air and snow
underfoot. It’s just the not-dumb thing to do. Let’s
add masks back to our winter wardrobe.

— Bill Forry
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Hospitals in state seeing vaccinations
as clear guide to higher Covid resistance

By MARTHA BEBINGER
WBUR REPORTER

If you're vaccinated and you get Covid-19, the
chance you’ll need hospital care is still very rare. In
Massachusetts, the rate of all vaccinated people who
have been hospitalized is 0.05 percent. But as cases
surge, hospitals are reporting a significant portion of
patients who’ve had their initial vaccine shot — or
shots — and a few who've received a booster as well.

At major hospitals around the state, anywhere
from 25 to 43 percent of patients tested positive
last week for the coronavirus, according to daily
numbers provided by the hospitals. In a few cases,
the main reason for hospitalization was something
other than the coronavirus. It is also worth noting
that the vast majority — in some cases 75 percent
of patients — reported that they were unvaccinated.

Within Mass General Brigham, the state’slargest
hospital network, one daily census taken this week
found that 70 percent of Covid patients were not
vaccinated. In the network’s ICUs, only 22 percent
were vaccinated.

Among patients at Beth Israel Lahey Health,
the state’s second largest hospital system, a recent
daily count found 43 percent of Covid patients were
vaccinated; in ICUs, it was 27 percent.

“Here we are in one of the most vaccinated states
in the country dealing with another surge of Covid,”
said Dr. Eric Dickson, president and CEO of UMass
Memorial Health, where a daily survey taken this
week found that 40 percent of Covid patients had
been vaccinated along with 25 percent in the ICU.

“The only way that could really happenisifthere’s
waning immunity from the vaccines that most of us
received last year, and that’s clearly happening,”
Dickson said.

Hospitals have not done a thorough assessment
of the types of vaccinated patients who are hospi-
talized, but Dr. Erica Shenoy, the associate chief
of infection control at Mass General, says patients

whose immune systems are weakened by cancer
treatment or frail elders are still at greater risk for
a serious case even after they are vaccinated.

“We know vaccines are very effective at prevent-
ing hospitalization and death, but they’re not 100
percent,” said Shenoy. “The benefits are very, very
clear. I can’t stress that enough.”

Ellie Murray, an assistant professor of epidemi-
ology at Boston University School of Public Health,
says the math helps explain why the percentage of
vaccinated patients in the hospital is rising — there
are many fewer unvaccinated people in the state. In
Massachusetts, 87 percent of residents, including
children, have had at least one shot, and 72 percent
are fully vaccinated. Murray says serious illness is
still much more likely for residents who have not
been jabbed.

“Despite fewerthan 13 percent of adult Massachu-
setts residents being completely unvaccinated, the
unvaccinated individuals make up 57-75 percent of
hospitalized Covid cases,” Murray said in an emailed
exchange. “When viewed from that perspective we
can see that unvaccinated people are much more at
risk of being hospitalized than vaccinated people.”

And they face a higher risk of landing in an
ICU. At Tufts Medical Center, 25 percent of Covid
patients are vaccinated. None are in an ICU. At
Boston Medical Center, 32 percent of patients are
vaccinated, and just one is the ICU.

Dickson, at UMass Memorial, says the hospital
numbers show a need for increased vigilance: more
vaccinations, boosters, masks indoors (he recom-
mends a KN95), limited time in large crowds, and
testing at the first sign of symptoms.

“Every single one of us has a role we can play in
stopping the spread ofthis horrible disease,” he said.

This article was originally published by WBUR
90.9 FM on Dec. 10. The Reporter and WBUR share
content through a media partnership.

State delivering 2.1m free rapid tests
to cities and towns for distribution

By MarT MurPHY
StaTe HousE NEWS SERVICE

Cities and towns representing more than half of
the state’s population will begin receiving free, rapid
Covid-19 tests this week to distribute to residents as
part of a new strategy Gov. Baker detailed Monday
to control the spread of the virus this holiday season.

Baker said that beginning Tuesday the state
would start distributing 2.1 million at-home rapid
tests purchased from a California-based lab to 102
communities with the highest percentages of families
living in poverty. The governor’s hope is that people
will use these tests before gathering with friends
and family, especially in indoor settings when not
everyone’s vaccination status is known.

The administration is also working with manufac-
turers on a “bulk, cheap purchasing deal” that would
allow all municipalities to purchase tests at a fixed,
state-negotiated price for distribution to residents,
Baker said. The governor expects the purchasing
program to be up and running by January.

“This massive distribution effort and the long-
term bulk purchasing agreement will make a real
difference here in the state,” Baker said.

The move comes after states like New Hampshire
have taken similar steps to send rapid antigen
tests directly to residents, and Boston Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu announced last week that she would be
sending 20,000 tests and free masks into select
neighborhoods.

In New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununulast month
made 800,000 rapid tests available for residents to
request and have delivered to their homes, and the
inventory was scooped within a day. Baker said
rapid tests, which can give a result in 15 minutes,
can be an important part of stopping the spread of
the virus during the holiday season.

The free test kits will be distributed this week by
the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency
and the National Guard and were procured from
iHealth Labs for $10 million, or about $5 a test.
Baker would not say what price per test he’s hoping
to negotiate with manufacturers, but said it should
be “as cheap as possible.” A two-pack of BinaxNOW
rapid antigen tests was selling Monday for $14 on
Walmart’s website.

“The most important element in this is about
making rapid tests available on a broad scale to
communities that have, in many cases, alot of people
who aren’t going to be able to purchase these on our
own, to make these tests available so they can test
themselves before they go to gatherings or other
large indoor events,” Baker said at a State House

press conference.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito and Secretary of Health and
Human Services Marylou Sudders briefed municipal
leaders on the proposal on Monday morning, and
the administration will be relying on communities
to get the tests into the hands of residents. The tests
come in packs of two, and the communities receiving
the free kits this week count 3.7 million residents.

Polito also noted that moving forward the billions
of dollars in funding from the American Rescue
Plan Act that went directly to cities and towns can
be used to purchase additional tests under the deal
being negotiated with manufacturers. The state
plans to seek reimbursement through the Federal
Emergency Management Agency for the tests it has
already purchased.

In recent weeks, Covid cases have been on the
rise and the state has been forced to take steps to
preserve hospital capacity by limiting non-essential
procedures and providing increased flexibility from
mandatory nurse-to-patient staffing ratios and for
the utilization of non-traditional hospital spaces for
acute-care beds.

The Department of Public Health reported 5,007
new cases on Friday, and hospitalizations from
the virus climbed to 1,238. The seven-day average
positive test rate has also climbed above 5 percent,
as high as it has been since Jan. 21.

Baker said that more than 100,000 tests a day
are being performed in Massachusetts, as well as
an additional 70,000 to 80,000 rapid antigen tests
being administered each week in K-12 schools as
part of the state’s “Test-and-Stay” pooled testing
program for students and teachers.

Expanding access to free or cheap at-home tests
hasthe potential to dramatically increase the volume
of testing being done by residents at-home, but the
state would not say whether it had any estimates
of how many at-home rapid tests are already being
used or how many positive cases being detected that
way are then being confirmed through a reported
PCR test.

Sudders said there is no public health reporting
requirement attached to the use of the free test kits
being distributed by the state, though she said any-
one testing positive should quarantine for 10 days
and notify close contacts. She also encouraged people
to sign up for MassNotify, which can be enabled on
any cellphone and notifies close contacts who have
been in proximity with someone who self-reports
a positive test. About 25 percent of residents have
enabled this feature on their phone, Sudders said.
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By DaRryYL C. MURPHY
WBUR REPORTER

At the end of Boston’s
Long Wharf is a glass
and metal slab that tells
astoryofthecity’srolein
the trans-Atlantic slave
trade. The monument
stands to remind those
walking along the wa-
terfront that Boston was
a hub for ships carrying
African people who were
sold into slavery.

The marker could be
seen as a symbol of how
the city is grappling
with its past. But when
it comes to slavery, and
the centuries of systemic
racism that followed,
folks like NAACP Bos-
ton president Tanisha
Sullivan want more than
symbols for Black people
— they want repara-
tions.

“Thisis a conversation
that is a long time com-
ing, and action that is
a long time in coming,”
she said.

Some cities and towns
across the country have
begun initiatives to ad-
dress reparations for
Black residents who
have been impacted by
systemic racism, and
Boston could soon join
them.

At-large City Council-
lor Julia Mejiaisleading
an effort in City Hall to
establish a commission
that would examine
the negative effects of
slavery and racial dis-
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Boston could be next to weigh reparations for Black residents

At-large City Councillor Julia Mejia wants to estab-
lish a commission to examine the negative effects
of slavery and racial discrimination on Boston’s

Black residents.

crimination on Boston’s
Black residents and how
the city can repair the
damage.

“Even though slavery
happened years ago,
this is so much more
than just slavery,” said
Mejia. “It’s really about
[addressing] the harm
thathasbeen caused and
how we continue to pass
on generational poverty
year after year to Black
Bostonians.”

Mejiarecently hosted a
hearing where support-
ers of reparations called
for the commission. She
said her goal is to pass a
bill to establish the group
next year.

“We have to allow
government a little bit
of grace,” she said. “Be-
cause things sometimes
move like molasses, but
my hope is to act with a
sense of urgency. That
is what the people have
called for and that’s what

Seth Daniel photo

our office committed to
do.”

The US House of Rep-
resentatives is consid-
ering legislation that
would establish a federal
reparations commission
to study the impact of
slavery and its legacy
on Black Americans and
offer ways to remedy the
damage. The idea was
first introduced more
than 30 years ago. Con-
gresshasneverapproved
it, and it’s likely to fail
again this session.

Butthathasn’t stopped
local officials from places
like nearby Cambridge
and Ambherst; and, fur-
ther afield, San Francis-
co and Asheville, North
Carolina, from pursuing
reparationsinitiatives of
their own.

“This is a federal issue
and nationally we need to
wrestle with and reckon
with the issue of our his-
tory,” said Sullivan, who
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is working with Mejia
to get the commission
established. “But there’s
also work that can be
done at the local level.
We don’t have to wait for
the federal government
to take action.”

Boston’srolein slavery
can be traced back to
1638. Slave ships sailed
from the city even after
Massachusetts outlawed
slavery in 1783. And
though slavery was out-
lawed in the state, Black
Bostonians were contin-
ually denied the same
rights and privileges
that allowed their white
counterparts to prosper.
That discrimination has
tangible consequences
today as the city’s Black
communities lag behind
in areas like wealth, ed-
ucation, and health.

Yvette Modestin, of the
National African Amer-
ican Reparations Com-
mission, also known as
NAARC, is working with
Mejia on the reparations
effort. She says slavery
may be over for Black
people, but their freedom
is still in question.

“We don’t have the
chains around our ankles
and our hands anymore,”
said Modestin. “But there
is a chain still there.”

People often associate
reparations with the
idea of cash payments
to Black people from the
government. That’s one
way to do it, but some

municipalities are taking
different approaches.

Cambridge is explor-
ing a reparations pro-
gram that would provide
money to Black-owned
businesses. Officials in
Ambherst recently estab-
lished areparations fund
and created a group to
develop a plan for the
money.

The city council in
Evanston, Illinois, voted
back in March to use
$400,000 of a $10 mil-
lion reparations fund,
also funded by revenue
from cannabis sales, to
provide housing grants to
its Black residents. The
program would give ap-
plicants up to $25,000 for
the purchase of a home,
renovations, or mortgage
assistance.

Evanston has been
hailed as the first US
city to pay reparations
to its Black residents.
However, Alderwoman
Cicely Fleming is not on
board.

“Evanston is a place
that likes to be the first
at things,” said Fleming,
who cast the only dis-
senting vote against the
program. “It also likes to
kind of meetthe standard
of being very diverse...
This definitely fit into
that narrative.”

Fleming said Evan-
ston basically launched
a housing program that
is only available to a
select few residents dis-
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guised as a reparations
program. Also, she said,
the program doesn’t give
Black residents the free-
dom to decide how to use
the funds.

The alderwoman
said Evanston’s repa-
rations program should
not be a model for other
cities. “I would say don’t
model it, but people have
their own communities,”
she said. “I don’t know
[what] their community
needs. I don’t know what
the harms have been in
their community by their
local government, but I
would say at least have
something fleshed out to
make sure you can meet
the needs of all the resi-
dents, of which we do not
have at this point.”

While the idea for rep-
arations in Boston isn’t
new, Sullivan said, now
that a city council hear-
ing has been officially
documented, future pro-
ponents have something
to build on.

“For the very first
time,” said Sullivan, “we
are building a structure
around which a record
can be established on
this issue of reparations
for the descendants of
formerly enslaved Black
folks.”

This article was pub-
lished by WBUR 90.9FM
on Dec. 1. The Reporter
and WBUR share content
through a media part-
nership.

Lots of us have questions
about the COVID-19 vaccine.

Do kids need the
Covid vaccine?

Do the Covid vaccines
protect against variants?

Do | need to get

a booster?

Talk with your doctor or
nurse about the vaccine.

It's good to have questions. Just make sure to get
good answers from qualified professionals.

This health message was brought to you
by your friends at Harbor Health.

HHSIL.US/CovidVaccine

A

HARBOR HEALTH
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(Continued from page 1)
Association, and one of
the community leaders
behind the restoration
project.

After reaching out to
donors who have helped
to fund the work and
talking with residents,
Dolan said the response
to preserving the old let-
ters has been enthusias-
tic. There are countless
ideas for what to do with
them, she added.

When the sign was re-
moved, Catherine Infan-
tino, office administrator
at New Atlantic Develop-
ment, the construction
manager for the project,
was approached by a
number of individuals
who were curious about
what would happen with
the remains.

“We’ve definitely
gotten interest from
people,” she told the
Reporter. “We'll take
[things] under advise-
ment to see what makes
the most sense.”

For her part, Dolan
has reached out to half
a dozen people who do-
nated over a thousand
dollars to the relighting
project and asked if they
would like to acquire one
or more of the letters,
which range from four
to five feet tall, in return
for their donations.

Time will tell what
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Q. For the Lower Mills community:

What to do with old Baker sign letters?

THE REPORTER

“I’d hate for them to just go to nothing when they could preserve some his-
tory,” says Walter Baker Lofts resident David Stokle, who captured images
of the vintage signage as it was dismantled on Nov. 10. Stokle is among those
who would like the old letters to be re-purposed.

happens with that ap-
proach and interest from
others with ideas, but
Dolan says that in the
end, if the letters aren’t
all scooped up, she will
reach out to the Dorches-
ter Arts Collaborative
and the Dorchester Art
Project to see if they
might be willing to take
the letters and consider
using them creatively
with Dorchester-based
artists.

“They’re kind of rusty.
They’re kind of strange
looking. But they’re
pieces of art,” she said.

Another Baker Choc-
olate Company condo
resident, David Stokle,
would like to see the old
letters repurposed in
some way.

“I’'d hate for them to
just go to nothing when

they could preserve some
history,” said the art-
ist, photographer, and
sculptor who lives in an
apartment below where
the sign had sat since
1919.

While his plan is ten-
tative—he hasto acquire
the letters first and
assess their condition —
Stokleisthinking of what
he describes as a totem
pole design featuring a
vertical sculpture that
starts off stackingletters
turned on theirsides and
mirroring each other—
two As, two Es, and two
Rs—almost resembling
a person, he said. At the
top of the two As, which
Stokle described as the
arms of the figure, would
sit the “T” in “Walter,”
flipped to resemble a
head or top hat. The de-

-

sign would then switch
from this symmetrical
pattern to a staggering
of the remaining letters
along the bottom half of
the pole.

Earl Taylor, president
ofthe Dorchester Histori-
cal Society, said using the
letters in an art installa-
tion like Stokle’s design
would help to tell part of
Dorchester’s history. “If
they werejusttheletters,
they probably wouldn’t
be of much interest,” he
said. “But to use them in
anew installation would
bring attention to them”
in a positive way.

Ultimately, Dolan and
the Lower Mills Asso-
ciation along with New
Atlantic Development
will have the final say
in what’s done with the
letters.

Dolan has a lifelong
connection to the factory
complex; shegrewupless
than amile away from it.

From 1765 until 1965,
the Baker Chocolate
Company was abooming
cocoa business, until
its owner, the Postum
Cereal Co., moved the
operation to Delaware

But the neighborhood
started to revive in the
1980s as the conversion
of factory space into
apartmentsbeganin ear-
nest. By 2010, more than
200 condominiums and
apartments had been
opened across the fetch
of the factory’s uniform
rust-colored brick build-
ings. Since then, dozens
of small businesses have
taken their places in the
surrounding neighbor-
hood and residents have
come and gone, just like
thefactory. Allthe while,
the Walter Baker sign,
though in daylight only,
sent out a clear message
that a man named Wal-
ter Baker had made his-
tory in the Lower Mills
section of Dorchester.

Many who lived that
history, like Susan Cof-
fey, a nurse at Carney
Hospital and a member
of the Milton Historical

Society, recall the days
when the factory was
alive with workers. After
living in Florida for a few
years, Coffey returned
to Dorchester last year
and moved into one of
the Baker Chocolate
apartments, citing the
complex’s history, ar-
chitecture, and her own
roots in the community
as the reasons for her
choice of living space.
Looking out her win-
dow at where the Walter
Baker sign was, Coffey,
65, talked of the smell of
chocolate from the facto-
ry that overspread the
south end of Dorchester
depending on weather

patterns.
“It’s almost a rite of
passage,” she said. “If

you ask anyonein my age
group who grew up here
‘what do you remember
about Lower Mills?’ the
answer was ‘the smell of
the chocolate.”

Coffey, who supports
plans to repurpose the
old letters, said, “To
be honest, I would love
to get one of them. To
just toss them would be
terrible. People need to
remember the history,
and that’s just all part
of it.”

IDBEYOURS!

esman listings once every moﬁ'th now!

-
Call 617-436-1222 x 14 or email AdDesk@‘dOtnews.com’ for more information.

Stoney Brae Dev LLC
Coates, Jenna W
Traverse, Michael P
Brutus Executive Grp LLC
25-33 Hamilton GP LLC
25-33 Hamilton GP LLC
25-33 Hamilton GP LLC
23 Barry LLC

Monteiro, Francisca D
Woodford-Ceylon, Magnolia
Dunhanpark GMF LLC
Wachusett Rosedale GMF
Mishra, Avanish
Woodford-Ceylon, Magnolia
Nguyen, Thao X
Macgillvray, Paul J

Gold, lan

Dufrend, Alysia M

My Huong Squillacioti
Lougrea LLC

Fernandez, Dandre
Graves, Kyle G

44 Boutwell St LLC
Siegel, Samantha
Robinson, Tonya S
Lawlor, Patrick

Sadler, Hakim

Depina, ElisaM

Broown, Marian T

Nguyen, To Quynh

Cisterna-Gold, Maria

Graves, Paige V

Eagan Patricia Est
Wilson, Leah M
Monday, Mark

Uster Williams RET
Development T LLC
Development TLLC
Development T LLC
Bridging America LLC
Anh-Nguyen, Thu T
Boston City Of

Hang Nina Nguyen LT
Michel, Carine
VanDyke, Mark A
Boston City Of

Pham, Duoe V
Macgillvray, Paul J
Norton, Beth A
Gomes-Ribeiro, Clovis T
Cataldo, Brian

Pavidis, Martha J
Palmer, Renee
Mcaulife-Silvey, Elizabet
Dempsey, Stanley J
Oneill, Erin M

Houston Housing Corp Inc
Berkel, Gregory P
Walker FT

Seller

Tran, Huong

Walker, Renee

Hemingway, Steven K

Mahdee, Linda

Tung-Mai, Long
Nguyen, Hang N
Wagner, Kurt J

Sugrue, Joyce A

Gomes-Ribeiro, Jessica

Ross, Joan M
Oneill, Barrett

Aeldress N

5 Linda Ln #1-1
25 Stock St #25
22 Branchfield St #A4
18 Fernboro St
25 Hamilton St
29 Hamilton St
33 Hamilton St
23-25 Barry St
203 Brunswick St
4 Chamblet St

35 Dunlap St

49 Rosedale St
36 Hartford St

7 Half Moon St
47 Topliff St

8 Clematis St

15 Trescott St

84 Mclellan St

23 Playstead Rd
5-7 Wilmington Ave
160 Grampian Way
44 Boutwell St

10 Barna Rd

39 Brookview St

6 Clermont St

28 Jacob St

141 Savin Hill Ave #B33

Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester
Dorchester

10/01/21
11122121
11124121
11118/21
11124121
11124121
11124121
11122121
11124121
11/19/21
11119721
117121
11122121
11119721
11122121
11/23/21
117121
1MN17/21
11/23/21
11124121
11119721
11123121
1MN17/21
10/15/21
117121
11119721
117121

$282,500
585,000
265,000
1,650,000
876,000
876,000
876,000
850,000
860,000
38,861
1,015,000
1,025,000
941,500
38,861
900,000
420,000
1,350,000
820,000
480,000
786,100
723,000
1,149,000
750,000
799,000
695,000
690,000
412000

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper. It is reprinted with permission from the publisher, The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com
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CODMAN SQUARE m HEALTH CENTER

FAMILY

VACCINE CLINIC

COME TO CODMAN AND GET THE WHOLE

FAMILY VACCINATED — BOOSTERS, TOO!

CHILDREN AGES 5 — 11 ARE NOW ELIGIBLE TO GET A COVID-19 VACCINE.

12 PM6 PM : FRIDAY: DEC. 17

FREE MEALS AVAILABLE! GIFT CARDS! ENTER TO WIN ONE OF OUR GRAND PRIZES!
VISIT CODMAN.ORG/COVID19 TO REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT OR CALL (617) 822-8271

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG
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idea. I've heard people
say that. They are just
very eager to be out and
about after last year and
that has translated into
people buying locally,”
she said.

Her biggest seller has
been vintage bar ware,
vintage and modern
jewelry, and unique
Christmas ornaments.

Meanwhile, in Fields
Corner, Main Streets
director Jackey West
Devine said many small
businesses are doing well
as people avoid crowds
this holiday season, but
she couched that with
a warning about rising
food prices in restau-
rants.

“We definitely see this
as atime when our small
businesses could be cel-
ebrated,” she said. “In
a lot of ways our local
businesses have done
well because people are
home and don’t want to
be in big crowds. They
don’t want to go down-
town as much.”

Devine said that sup-
porting eateries by buy-
ing gift cards is a good
option.

“A $50 gift card at one
of the retailers, such as
the many Bobatea shops,
that’s going to get you a
number of visits,” she
said. “You get to experi-
ence the menu. For stu-
dents and young people,
that’s a real treat.”

She added that it is
best to pick up take-out
orders during the holi-
days as opposed to us-
ing delivery services.“If
you’re looking to go the
extra step during the
holidays, it makes a
difference to go to the
restaurant to get take-
out. It’sjust an extra step
of generosity,” she said.

It has been a shopping
season tied to global
supply issues for Jack
Pelletier at Ashmont
Cycles, who said delays
earlier in year have left
him with alot of invento-
ry for the holidays.

“I have been telling
people if you see some-

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET

BOSTON, MA 02114
617-788-8300

CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME
Docket No. SU21C0512CA
IN THE MATTER OF:
WAYNE LEE KNIGHT

A Petition to Change Name of
Adult has been filed by Wayne
Lee Knight of Dorchester, MA
requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to:

Wayne Lee Vailes
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the pe-
tition by filing an appearance at:
Suffolk Probate and Family Court
before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of 12/31/2021. This is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a written
appearance if you object to this
proceeding.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J.
DUNN, First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 14, 2021

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Published: December 16, 2021

December 16, 2021
Local retailers see opportunity as

THE REPORTER

Though supply chain issues have complicated many things, Jack Pelletier
of Ashmont Cycles said uncertain deliveries last summer left him with a lot
of bike inventory this holiday season that many online retailers don’t have.

Seth Daniel photo

thing and we have it,
they should buy it,” he
said. “Don’t go home
and think aboutit. What
we’re hearing is the
supply chain situation is
going to be the same in
2022 as it was this year.
For the holidays for me,
I have bike inventory,
which is great. I do try
to tell people this com-
ing year is forecast to
be as unpredictable as
this past year with bike
deliveries...It’s just a lot
of ‘Who knows?”

One of the key advan-
tages for small business-
es in the neighborhood
is that they can take
shipping uncertainties
out of the equation as
they have items avail-
able on the spot. That’s
opposed to questions this
season around shipping
schedules for online re-
tail. Pelletier said he’s
hearing that dynamic
playing out among his
customer base.

“I've had many people
say to me that they could
order it from Amazon,
butifthey can getit from
me, they would prefer to
do that. That’s a gener-

not so much to provide
customer service like a
brick-and-mortarshopin
the neighborhood.”

Greater AshmontMain
Street director Jeanne
Dasaro said there is a
good opportunity for
boutique vendors in the
district, as they have
inventory on the shelves.

On Small Business
Saturday in late No-
vember, she said, they
held a holiday pop-up at
Ashmont Station with
several local vendors,
and it went well. That
was a big lift for many of
those sellers, and an easy
shoppingtrip for thosein
the neighborhood.

“Many of them also
during Covid-19 start-
ed to have an online
presence and they are
increasing that too,”
Dasaro added.

Like all the local retail-
ers, Pelletier said he is
grateful for the support
from the community.
“It’s coming up on 11
years for this business
and I'm just grateful the
community has contin-
ued to be so supportive,”
he said.

School Parent Council
and a group of local
Dorchester product mak-
ers came in the form of a
box this holiday season.

Teaming up with local
vendors, Mather parents
captured lightning in a
bottle this holiday season
to help raise money for
field trips and to help
local businesses and ven-
dors sell more during the
holidays through ‘Made
in Dorchester’ boxes.

The effort led to the
sale of slightly more than
200 boxes for the holiday
fundraiser, an effort that
ended on Dec. 15.

Jane Donaghey, pres-
ident of the Mather
Parent Council, said they
were trying to figure out
a way to raise money for
field trips and extras at
the Meetinghouse Hill
school, and at the same
time somehow support
local businesses and ven-
dors still struggling from
the effects of Covid-19.

Theremedy was ‘Made
in Dorchester’ gift boxes.

“We were trying to
come up with fundrais-
ing ideas because our
group hasbeen grappling

Page 15

2022 Celebrate Dorchester Calendar

A

TN

The 2021 “Celebrate Dorchester” calendars to ben-
efit Project D.E.E.P. are on sale for $10 at College
Hype, Cedar Grove Gardens and Coleen’s Flower
Shop.

The Mather School Parent Council teamed up with
agroup of Dorchester-based product companies and
businesses to offer the first ‘Made in Dorchester’

boxes for the holidays.

available for things like
field trips and wanted
a creative way to do
that. We decided to try
to contact several local
Dorchester-made prod-
uct companies and get
people to know what’s
made in Dorchester and
help them to know what
tobuy that’slocal. We've
located all these great
vendors and businesses,
so people don’t have to
do thelegwork of finding
out who these great local
vendors are.”

The featured vendors
included Top Shelf Cook-
ies, Triple Decker Candle
Co., Goodnow Farms
Chocolate featuring Bos-
ton Harbor Distillery
spirits,Vietnamese Cof-

Seth Daniel photo

Jesse Haley Gifts, and
Renovation Husbands.

“We think it’s a great
mix of food and created
things from the neigh-
borhood,” she said. “The
vendors thought it was a
greatidea and we’ve got-
ten a great response. It’s
been a rush, but every-
one responded quickly.”

She said the numbers
of orders has led to
a great fundraiser for
the school and a lot of
sales and publicity for
Dorchester-made prod-
ucts and vendors.

“We are the first pub-
licly funded school in the
nation. At the same time,
itmighthelp people come
toknow these Dorchester
products, and hopefully

al thought that comes ) quiday time with the pandem’}c OVer oo roasted by Reign they like them and see
across a lot more...An  win-win for vendors, the past year,” said 1 3} Dot Bee all the good that's hap-
et 1s o sell things and SuccossTorthe Mather  tobe sblets have funding O home:stead bakery,  pening here.”
Dorchester 1555 Series Vinyl Replacement Windows
B Door & Window 2020 Energy Star Qualified i
$275 each! $275 each!
2%x36% 23%x36% 27%x36% 30%x36% 33%x36%
20%x40% 23%x40% 27%x40% 30%x40% 33% x40 %
18%x44% 19%x44% 21%x44% 23%x44% 27%x44% 30%x44% 33%x44%  35%x44%
19%x48% 21%x48% 23%x48% 27%x48% 30%x48% 33%x48% 35%x48%
18%x52% 19%x52% 21%Xx52% 23%x52% 27%x52% 30%x52% 33%x52% 39%x52 %
18 % x 56 % 21%x56% 23%x56% 27%x56% 30%x56% 33%x56% 35%x56% 39%x56%
18 % x 60 % 21%x60% 23%x60% 27%x60% 30%x60% 31%x60% 33%x60% 35%x60% 39%x60%
18% X 64 % 2%x64% 23%x64% 20 %x64% 30%x64% 33%x 64 % 39% x64 %
41 Hallet Street, Dorchester (617) 282-6900
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By SETH DANIEL
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

Today’s technology
allows pinpointed access
to weather reports to
nearly everyone at the
touch of a button, and if
all goes well, pinpoint-
ed air quality readings
could also be available
toresidentsinthat same
immediate fashion.

As part of Mattapan’s
Cummins Highway re-
construction project,
several city agencies
have combined efforts
to deploy 10 new air
quality sensors, eight of
them along the Cummins
route.

“We're aiming to build
an open data dashboard
that everyone can look
at any time,” said Yo
Deshpande, of the Office
of New Urban Mechan-
ics. “These are similar
to state air quality sen-
sors you can look at any
time. However, we hope
that with these sensors,
you’ll be able to see the
air quality right up the
block in real time.”

The team of city offi-
cialsthatincluded Desh-
pande and members of
the Environment and
Public Works depart-
ments, unveiled the pilot
program at the Greater
Mattapan Neighborhood
Council (GMNC) last
week. Because Cummins
Highwayis a city-owned
reconstruction project,
and because there are
concerns about air quali-

DU

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

THE REPORTER
Air quality monitors will be installed

along Cummins Highway rehab work

December 16, 2021

Major intersection

Q.

bus stop, gas
station, potential

Existing crosswalk ,.

Urban woods
(background)

intersection changes

Commuter rail

station

L I

Major intersection

FFY
ROOFING CO., INC.

ASPHALT SHINGLES - RUBBER ROOFING
+ COPPER WORK - SLATE - GUTTERS
* CHIMNEYS

617-296-0300

duffyroofing.com

The suggested locations at the moment for the eight air quality sensors along Cummins Highway. The
city is looking for resident input on where to put each one.

ty along the corridor, of-
ficials said it was chosen
to be the first to try out
these new sensors. If it
goes well, the monitors
could become a standard
part of every such road
reconstruction projectin
Boston.

“This is a first for Bos-
ton deploying air quality
sensors on a project like
this,” said Nayeli Rodri-
guez, also of the Office of
New Urban Mechanics.
“We do want to do this

State Reg.
#100253

GARDENS

UniQue FrLorars & GIFTS

WWW.CEDARGROVEGARDENS.COM

617-825-8582

g11 ADAMS STREET DORCHESTER, MA o2124

At right, a look at the
Clarity Node S air qual-
ity monitor that will be
part of the air quality
sensor pilot program on
Cummins Highway.

elsewhere in the city,
but we are going to start
here and see how it works
out.”

Kat Eshel, of the city’s
Environment Depart-
ment, said the sensors
are not at the same level
as the state air quality
sensor on Von Hillern
Street in Dorchester,
which is deployed for
official air quality read-
ings; rather these are
mid-grade sensors for
use by the city and
residents. She also said

the technology for air
quality sensors has im-

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL - TODDLER
7:30-5:30

617-265-2665
email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester

Lic. #291031

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

617 829 0592

Carpentry, Roofing, Painting
Fully Gutters, Masonry
Licensed Decks & Porches
& Insured -
Windows & Doors

proved rapidly, making
high-quality sensing
available in a “shoebox
size” instrument that
runs on solar power with
a battery back-up.

The city is working
with the company Clar-
ity, which already has
worked with commu-
nities like Denver in
deploying air quality
sensors. The data gath-
ered help in planning
road projects and pro-
viding important data

dotnews.com

to residents. With that
previous experience,
they will help Boston
avoid early pitfalls, and
will provide the Clarity
Node S sensor — which
detects particulate mat-
ter (PM) and Nitrogen
Dioxide (NO2).

The pilot program has
alsobeen a first for bring-
ing somany departments
together in City Hall —
including Environment,
New Urban Mechanics,
Boston Transportation
Department, and the
Public Works Depart-
ment, among others.

The city hopes to de-
ploy the sensors in a
manner that will help
them to plan mitigation
measures for roadways,
such as green spaces,
where levels are high,
and other such ideas.
For residents, it’s also
an opportunity to know
how the air is outside at
any given moment. Some
days, with the proper
information, it might
be best to stay inside if
there is extremely poor
air quality.

At the GMNC last
week, the idea was em-
braced wholeheartedly.
“Weneed to measure the
pollution from vehicles
on Cummins Highway
becauseitis significant,”
said Vivian Ortiz.

Otherssaid they would
like to see the program
expanded tothe Blue Hill
Avenue reconstruction
project if all goes well on
Cummins.

“Wewill evaluate them
for other locations like
Blue Hill Avenue,” said
Eshel.

Right now, the city
is looking for input on
where the 10 sensors
should go. Two of them
are deployed already —
one for calibration at Von
Hillern Street and the
other in a nearby park
for control readings. The
remaining eight will be
placed along the corridor
using input from the
community.

For more information
or to suggest a location,
residents are urged to
e-mail apcc@boston.gov.

Master Lic. #12430

L ORMANN

0., INC.. Air Conditioning

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

Water Heaters + General Repairs + Gas & Oil Heating
Installation & Repairs « Gas Fitting & Appliance
Installations « Bath & Kitchen < Remodeling
+ Senior Discounts

617-282-4300

* Plumbing
+ Heating
* Fuel Ol

1146 Dorchester Avenue

‘-4:'1” )

s

(1§

\—/(CONSTRUCTION

COME

VISIT

OUR
SHOWROOM

* No Down Payments!
* No Interest for 1 Year!
¢ Payments as Low as

Flynn Roofing Co.

CERTIFIED INSTALLERS - Roofing « Siding « Custom Decking
Masonry + Painting » Windows « Doors « Skylights

FULLY INSURED 617-231-9794 FREE ESTIMATES
capitalconstructioncontracting.com  WE OFFER FINANCING!

BATH

$89 per month!
VIAKEOVER J'+ Plus Extra Savings of $1200
on your Dream Bath!

R § 617-925-9733

ASPHALT SHINGLES | RUBBER ROOFS
Commercial | Residential | Licensed | Fully Insured | MA Reg #134410

&) 617-479-3431
FREE ESTIMATES

FLYNNROOFING.COM
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Herb Chambers

2018 Honda

Accord LX 1.5T

s

i

Stk# BH79300A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 21,353 mi.

2021 Honda

Stk# BH23526A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 8,901 mi.

THE REPORTER

Page 17

2020 Honda

Accord SPORT

Stki# BH79314A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 27,615 mi.

2019 Honda

Stk# BH79310A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 28,739 mi.

BUY FOR

2008 HONDA FIT. $7,898
Stk# BH23602, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 117,756 mi.

2011 HONDA CIVIC LX-S
Stk BH79550A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 115,346 mi

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE

Stki# BH23672, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 122, 3

2011 NISSAN JUKE SL $10,998
Stk BH79394A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 92,181 mi.

2013 DODGE AVENGER SE. $10,998
Stki# BH79398A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 73,144 mi.

2013 NISSAN ROGUE S $11,998
Stki## BH79428A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 92,418 mi.

2013 NISSAN SENTRA SV $11,998
Stk NH23664, 4 dr, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 70,401 mi.

2019 Honda

Stk# BH79437A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 21,015 mi.

2019 Honda

Pilot ex

Stk# BH79028B, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 50,115 mi.

Certified

Pre-Owned

9% APR

Up To 60 Mos.

HWHONDA.  On All Certified Vehicles*

RETURN YOUR AMERICAN HONDA FINANGE
LEASE HERE AND WE’LL CUT YOU A CHECK

FOR THE EQUITY!

MILLIONS TO LEND
REGARDLESS OF CREDIT!

BUY FOR

2016 CHEVROLET TRAX LT $16,998
Stkd# BH79427A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 51,916 mi.

2014 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT ... $16,998
Stki## BH23627, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 7

2019 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE G4 ES.. $16,998
Stk# BH23647, 4 dr,, 3 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 3

2014 HONDA CR-V LX. $17,998
Stk# BH23580A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 79,044 mi.

2013 INFINITI G37X $17,998
Stk# BH23611A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 80,660 mi.

2019 FORD FIESTA SE $17,998

BUY FOR

2011 HONDA CIVIC LX

$12,998

Stki#t BH23594A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 100,644 mi.

2018 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE G4 ES.
Stk# BH23657, 4 dr., 3 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 46,363 mi.
2015 FORD FOCUS SE

$13,998
$14,998

Stki# BH23645, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 47,320 mi.

2015 HONDA CR-Z
Stit BH23574, 2 dr, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 74,105 mi.

$15,898

2015 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT

Stic# BH23579, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 87,106 mi.
2017 HYUNDAI ELANTRA SE

Stic# BH23600, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 72,930 mi.
2015 HONDA FIT LX

$15,898
$15,898
$15,998

Stkit BH23593, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 46,285 mi
2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT...
Stk# BH79217B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b,

$15,998

2018 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5S

Stict# BH23522, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 79,784 mi.
2018 NISSAN SENTRA SV

Stic# BH23317A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, afc, 52,731 mi.
2014 HONDA ACCORD EX

Stk BH23643, 4 0, 4 cy, auto, /b, a/G, 6,085 mi.
2016 KIA SORENTO LX $17,998
BUY FOR | sy BHo3s27, 4 ar, 4 cyl. auto, pls/b, alc, 88,412 mi.
$15,998 | 2014 KIA OPTIMA EX $17,998
Stk BH23653, 4 0, 4 ey, auto, p/s/b, a/c, 82,764 mi.
$15,998 | 2015 MINI COUNTRYMAN S .
Stk BH23673, 4 i, 4 cy, auto, s/
$16,998 | 2017 CHEVROLET TRAXLT ...

Stki BH23545A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, afc, 114,775 mi
2015 JEEP CHEROKEE LATITUDE .
Stii BH79446A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, alc,

Stk# BH23577, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, X
2016 HONDA CIVIC LX $18,998
Stki## BH23648A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 54,641 mi.

Herb Chambers Honda in Boston
720 Morrissey Boulevard ¢ Dorchester, MA 02122

(617) 731-0100

HerbChambersHondainBoston.com

Prices exclude, doc fee, sales tax and registration. Offers only available on in-stock vehicles. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Excludes prior sales. APR offers available to qualified buyers. See dealer for details. Expires 12/31/21.

Herb Chambers

OUR SIZE IS YOUR POWER.

The best deals and trade-in values

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

SALES: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-8pm
Friday-Saturday 8:30am—6pm; Sunday 11am-5pm

SERVICE: Monday -Thursday 7:00am-7:00pm,
Friday 7:00am-6:00pm, Saturday 8:00am-5:00pm,
Sunday: Closed

35brands | Thousands of vehicles | Superior technicians |

HERBCHAMBERS.COM
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AVOID
EVICTION

GET RENT HELP

We can help you avoid eviction
by paying your RENT and UTILITIES.

Call us at 1-800-474-1822.
www.mass.gov/covidhousinghelp
Apply for help ASAP
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BGCD Partners with Dell EMC for Gingerbread House Making Fun: See

details below.

December 16, 2021

CONNECT THE DOT:

BGCD Partners with Dell EMC for
Gingerbread House Making Fun:
Last week, Boys & Girls Clubs of
Dorchester partnered with our friends
at Dell EMC to host a very special
gingerbread house making workshop
for 75 of our members. Members were
provided all the decorating materials
and gingerbread supplies to create
their own gingerbread houses.

Dell EMC volunteers came to our Marr
Clubhouse to help our members create
their special masterpieces. After the
event, members were able to take
home their creations to share with
family.

Thank you to all of the Dell EMC
volunteers who joined us for this
special holiday event and for your
continuous support of Boys & Girls
Clubs of Dorchester. You've helped
make this holiday season brighter!

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE:
BGCD Partners with Tufts School
of Dental Medicine for Hygiene
Clinic: This past week, Boys & Girls
Clubs of Dorchester hosted volunteers
from the Tufts University School of
Dental Medicine for a session with our
members on dental hygiene.

Members were able to take part in
small group information sessions
while learning about various dental
hygiene techniques and enjoyed fun
dental themed competitions. At the
end of the clinic, each member left
with a take-home dental kit to promote
great dental hygiene that they learned
throughout the clinic.

Thank you to all the volunteers from
the Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine for spending the afternoon
with us. For more on our partnerships,
please contact Brendan McDonald at
bmcdonald@bgcdorchester.org.

THE REPORTER
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DIDYOU KNOW:

BGCD Thanks Local 223 of
Dorchester for Holiday Toy
Donation: BGCD would like to thank
the Leadership and the Membership
of Laborers’ Local 223 of Dorchester
for their generous donation of toys
and gifts for Club members for the
holidays.

The members of Local 223 stopped by
this past weekend to drop off all of the
donations just in time for our on-site
celebrations for our members.

A special thank you to all of our friends
at Laborers’ Local 223 of Dorchester
for their continued support. Your
generosity and donation will help
create an amazing holiday season for
the members of BGCD.

For more information on holiday
giving, please contact Mary Scannell at
mscannell@bgcdorchester.org.

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave. | www.bgcdorchester.org

Museum of Fine Arts Boston

Bisa Butler, To God and Truth (detail), 2019. Printed and resist-dyed cottons, cotton velvet, rayon satin,
and knotted string, pieced, appliquéd, and quilted. John H. and Ernestine A. Payne Fund, The Heritage
Fund for a Diverse Collection, and Arthur Mason Knapp Fund. © Bisa Butler and Claire Oliver Gallery.

CHASE € }( g?

October 10 - January 17
Reserve tickets at mfa.org/tickets

encownen=ARTS

—————artsgov

Sponsored by Chase. Generously supported by Carolyn and
Peter Lynch and the Lynch Foundation, The Coby Foundation,
and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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‘Dorchester Bay
City’ plan now
includes teachers’
union parcel

(Continued from page 1)
or 2.27 acres, of space.

The union will retain

19,000 square feet for

a new headquarters — a

five-story office building

with 80,880 square feet

of space afterits existing

building is demolished.

On Friday, the devel-
opers filed a draft project
impact report (DPIR),
which included the news
of the BTU agreement.
The filing became public
on Monday.

The union will devel-
op, finance, and operate
one of the three build-
ings, independent of the
“Dorchester Bay City”
project. “The addition
of the BTU property to
the Project Site greatly
improves the connectiv-
ity of the street layout
toward the Dorchester
Shores Reservation, Day
Boulevard, and Moakley
Park,” developers said in
their filing.

In 2015, the union
notified city and state
officials of theirintention
tobuild anew headquar-
ters, saying they planned
a 52,000-square-foot
office building and a
two-story garage. But
that plan saw little pub-
licmovement. The union
has been in the building
since 1972, and it cur-
rently is one level, with
32,000 square feet and
138 surface parking
spaces.

“As our union has
developed, so has the
necessity for a building
that meets our members’
needs, especially as the
existing building has
aged,” Erik Berg, BTU
vice president, said in a
statement on Monday.
“We are pleased that our
engagement with Accor-
diaPartners will allow us
to construct a new head-
quarters so that we can
meet our organizational
mission and vision for
future generations of
BTU educators.”

With the BTU parecel,
“Dorchester Bay City”
will have three new
buildings with 188 res-
idential units, 390,000
square feet of office
and research space, and
17,300 square feet of
retail and commercial
space.

The total number of
proposed residential
units now stands at
1,970, and the proposed
amount of open space at
15.4 acres. The plans call
for 2,865 parking spaces,
165,000 square feet of
ground floor retail and
commercial space, and
4.3 million square feet
of office, research, and
development space.

Developers are in dis-
cussions with state and
city officials about state
financing for the design
and construction of im-
provements to the shore-

line to guard against
sea level rise, as well as
improvements to Kos-
ciusko Circle, as well as
upgrades to JFK/UMass
MBTA station.

“Any such public funds
would complement pri-
vate financing to be
generated by the Project
as well as other private
developments in the
area, all of which will
benefit, either directly
or indirectly, from such
off-site infrastructure
improvements,” devel-
opers said in their Dec.
10 filing.

The filing calls for the
project to be constructed
in five phases, starting
withthe area adjacent to
the Harbor Point Apart-
ments and ending with 2
Morrissey, which will be
demolished to make way
for new buildings.

“Early phases are
aimed at regrading por-
tions of the Bayside Site
to provide early stage
flood protection for the
proposed buildings and
installing utility infra-
structure, including a
new stormwater man-
agement system,” the
filing said. “These early
efforts will also include
creating the initial por-
tions of the street/bicycle
lane and sidewalk net-
work that will be created
at the Project as well as
a temporary open space
for public access.”

After it is complete,
the project is expected to
provide between 13,000
and 17,000 jobs, and add
$78 million in net new
property tax revenues.

Developers also plan
an “urban woodland”
that will serve as a pe-
destrian route between
the JFK/UMass station
and Boston College High
School, as well as the Mc-
Cormack Middle School.
“A new covered public
walkway at the ground
floor of the new build-
ings along Morrissey
Boulevard will provide
a secondary route for
students at Boston Col-
lege High School during
inclement weather,” the
filing said.

The project also ex-
pects to have 12,500
square feet of civic, com-
munity, or cultural space
across multiple build-
ings, serving as a com-
munity art gallery, arts
workshops, or a small
performance space for
concerns and speakers’
series.

Aspartoftheir propos-
al, the developers have
committed $10 million
to the Massachusetts
Affordable Housing Alli-
ance, anon-profit focused
on homebuyer education
and matched savings for
buying a home.

Construction of the
project, which requires
signoffs from a variety
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The purchase of a portion of the Boston Teachers Union property at 180 Mt. Vernon has led to changes
in the “Dorchester Bay City” development proposal. The project is adding three new buildings, labeled
as K, L and M in the latest renderings. The newest filing from the developers lays out the mix of office
and research, and residential space (top). The bottom rendering showcases the changes developers made
after first proposing the project in 2020. The middle rendering offers a look at Mount Vernon Street from
JFK/UMass MBTA, which is currently not known to be pedestrian-friendly.
Renderings courtesy of Accordia Partners

BUILDING C BASE SET BACK
FROM PROPERTY LINE; TOWER

.\ THREE NEW BUILDINGS (KL,
| and M}, A NEW OPEN 5PACE

THAT ACTS AS AN ADDITIOMAL |

PEDESTRIAM CONMECTION

BUILDING A SET BACK FROM
PROPERTY LINE; TERRACING IN
RESPONSE TO CARSON BEACH
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of city and state agen-
cies, is expected to get
underway in the second

quarterof2023 andwrap the project, hosted by
up in 2040. the Boston Planning and

(BPDA), was set for
Wednesday after the

A virtual meeting on Development Agency Reporter went to press.
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By MARTHA BEBINGER
WBUR REPORTER

Thelong shadow ofthe
opioid epidemic hides a
twin problem: the ris-
ing use of, and deaths
from, stimulants such
as cocaine, crack, and
methamphetamine. In
Massachusetts, a state
commission is looking
at who is most affected,
why, and what can be
done about it.

The panel was formed
amid increasing concern
about meth, including a
2020 report that showed
stimulant overdose
deaths up more than
400 percent since 2010.
Data presented on Dec.
8 at the commission’s
first meeting offered
more specifics: Most of
the meth supplyisinthe
Boston area, and meth
users are predominantly
white. About 25 percent
of men who have sex with
men report using a stim-
ulant, usually crystal
meth. And 10 percent of
admissions to addiction
treatment programs so
farthis year are for meth
use, up from 1.4 percent
in 2005.

The latest statewide
numbers point to cocaine
as the main concern
when it comes to stim-
ulants. Of all overdose
deaths currently involv-
ing stimulants, 86 per-
cent show the presence

December 16, 2021
As stimulant use, deaths rise,

panel is asked to find out why

of cocaine. According
to an analysis present-
ed to the commission,
Latino patients enrolled
in drug treatment pro-
grams report crack and
cocaine use more often
than whites. Drug users
surveyed say cocaine is
cheaper than meth.

The main reason
deaths traced to cocaine
are higher right now
in Massachusetts than
those involving meth
may be the powerful
opioid, fentanyl. Traci
Green, with the Opioid
Policy Research Col-
laborative at Brandeis
University, has been
testing residue from
discarded drug supplies
in Quincy, New Bedford,
Lynn, Lowell, Boston,
and Berkshire County.
She found fentanyl in
25 percent of powder
cocaine samples;nonein
samples of meth.

“This, potentially, is
unwitting exposure for
someone who might be
snorting cocaine,” said
Green, who is also a
member of the meth
commission.

Green warned about
a range of illicit drug
issues beyond meth and
stimulants. She also
found fentanyl in 26
percent of counterfeit
pills, typically pain med-
ications, sold on the
streets. A fake Adderall

pill contained meth, and
afakebenzoincluded an
anti-anxiety medication
not approved in the US.
Together, these find-
ings suggest the state
needs to do a lot more
outreach to recreational
drug users who may not
know that fentanyl can
cut off breathing within
minutes. Green told the
commission that people
who use drugs can check
what they buy with fen-
tanyl test strips, they
must not use alone, and
they should carry nalox-
one, thedrugthatrevers-
es an opioid overdose.
A very small fraction,
only 7 percent of the
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Stimulant-Related ED Admission Rates by County (FY2017-2020)
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1,400 samples Green has
tested to date, included
meth. However, Green
reported seeing a more
deadly form of fentanyl,
4-Flurofentanyl, which
can trigger a fatal over-
dose within seconds.
And she’s finding some-

thing she calls strange:
samples sold as dope or
heroin are actually all
meth or include meth.
“This is a twist on the
story thatThad not antic-
ipated,” Green said, “but
there may be multiple
pathwaysthat people are

= When examining the
data on ED
admissions by county,
the spike In ED
admissions related
to any stimulont wene
driven by a large
spike in Suffolk
county, while trends
for other counties
remalned flat,

MY % ek FRBOALFATTS

exposed tomethamphet-
amine. Thisisimportant
for treatment.”

The panelis scheduled
to hold three more meet-
ings and send a report to
the Legislature by the
end of March.

BOSTON'S
®¢O
Oldest Buildings
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Dorchester Ornaments!

= Dorchester Trivets!

Dorchester Books!
House History Gift Certificates!

Find the perfect Dorchester-themed gift
at the Dorchester Historical Society’s

On-Line Gift Shop

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org/shop

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL

PRESCHOOL TODDLER

Secure Play Area - 4000‘sq. ft.

617-265-2665

email:dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

Lic. #291031

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester

LIVES

MATTER

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER
STANDS WITH OUR COMMUNITY
IN FIGHTING RACIAL INJUSTICE

P

Codman Square Health Center




Page 22

THE REPORTER

December 16, 2021

RECENT OBITUARIES

dotnews.com

BAIONA, Kathleen
E. (Waters) of Roslin-
dale. Wife of William
Baiona. Mother of John
Baiona of Roslindale.
Sister of Joanne Waters
of Chelmsford, Patricia
Callahan of Medfield
and the late Thomas
Waters, Michael Wa-
ters, Kevin Waters and
Noreen Pero. Also sur-
vived by many nieces
and nephews. Contri-
butions in Kathleen’s
memory may be made to
St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St.
Jude Place, Memphis,

TN 38105 (Stjude.org).
BAKER, Rachel A,
32, of Quincy, formerly of
Dorchester. Wife of Edson
Ferreira. Daughter of
Maryann L. (Linnell) Bak-
er of Morrill, Maine, and

the late R. Louis Baker.
Sister of Michael Baker
of Las Vegas, Erin and
her husband David Scalli
of Maine, Irene Baker of
Maine, Joseph Baker of
Dorchester, and the late
Brooke J. Baker. Step-
mother of Klivian Ferreira
of Quincy. Rachel is also
survived by many aunts,
uncles, and cousins.
BROWN, Gerald
R., 75, of Dorchester.
Son to the late Stanley
W. and Shirley (Horne)

7:30am to sunset.

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office for information on the cost of burial
needs; our spring planting program; our memorial
benches and memorial trees.

The Cemetery office is open 8:30am-4:00pm Monday
— Friday. Cemetery office is open 8:30 am to noon on
Saturday mornings. The Cemetery grounds are open

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124
Consecrated in 1868. Non-Sectarian.

617-825-1360

TEVNAN|TEVNAN

I5 Broad Street, Ste. 800 | 415 Neponset Avenue
Boston, MA 02109 | Dorchester, MA 02124
617-423-4100 | 617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevhan.com

“Caring for your life’s journey...”

DOLAN

R/
0’0
R/
*

1140 WASHINGTON STREET
DORCHESTER, MA 02124

617~298~8011

FUNERAL SERVICES

Funerals
< Cremations
< Pre-Arrangements

Service times and directions at:
www.dolanfuneral.com

460 GRANITE AVENUE
MILTON, MA 02186

617~698~6264

Brown. Over the years
he worked as a florist in
and around Dorchester.
Mr. Brown leaves be-
hind his brother, Rich-
ard and his wife Julia
and their four children.
He was predeceased by
his brother, Stanley H.
Mr. Brown is survived
by Stanley’s wife, Gail
of Milford and their four
children. Memorial do-
nations can be made in
Mr. Brown‘s name to the
Animal Rescue League
of Boston, 10 Chandler
St., Boston MA 02116.
DORLUS, Joseph
Emmanuel “Manno,”

@ '
ard ‘
66, was born in Haiti to
the late Marinette Sain-
tilus and Philoxene Dor-
lus. Manno is survived
by his wife, Marie CW
Legerme; his daughter
Gaélle Dorlus and son
Gidley Dorlus. Also, his
two adopted daughters,
Daphnide and Floredith
Legerme. In addition,
his mother-in-law, Mad-
eleine Legerme, and his
sister Orphelia Voltus.
Manno also leaves be-
hind a host of cousins,
nieces, and nephews. He
was very active at Saint
Angela’s Parish, now
Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Parish, and over the

LEGAL NOTICE

Bridge Boston
Charter School

has released a
Request for Proposals

for the provision of
managed information
technology services
from an outside vendor.

The RFP can be found
on the Bridge Boston website

www.bridgebostoncs.org

under the “News” section.

Responses are due by 5pm
on Friday, January 7, 2022.

All responses can be emailed to
Nicole Dorn at

ndorn@bridgebostoncs.org.

Bridge Boston reserves the right to re-
ject any or all proposals.

617-325-6830

NEW CALVARY CEMETERY

Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian
Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.

Grave pricing starting at $1,200
Package pricing from $3,800 (includes grave purchase, first
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches
starting at $1,400 (Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening
& Inscription)

617-296-2339
12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases,
Pre Need Opening Arrangements
Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.
Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery
in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at:

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and maps available online at:
www.BostonCemetery.org
info@bcca.comcast.net

years held many leader-
ship roles. Manno was
the former president of
La Sainte Famille (Holy
Family group). He was
also a Catechist, teach-
ing confirmation classes
for high school students.
He participated in the
RCIA program. In 2015,
he was ordained as a
permanent Deacon and
continued to work as a
pastoral associate at the
church until the end of
his life.

FLOWERS, Peter
T., 76, of Quincy. Born
in New York City, NY,
raised and educated in
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. He
lived in Quincy for sev-
en years, previously in
Milton for over twen-
ty years, and earlier in
Dorchester for fifteen
years. Husband of Mary
(D’Aloisio) Flowers. Fa-
ther of Ashley F. Flem-
ing and her husband
Liam of Braintree, Jake
L. Flowers of Berlin,
Germany. Grandfather
of 2. For those who wish,
donations in Peter’s
memory may be made to
John Adams HealthCare
Center, 211 Franklin
St., Quincy, MA 02169.
JOHNSON, Ronald

Edward of Dorchester.
Educator and guidance
counselor, Boston Pub-
lic Schools for 47 years.

Husband of Valarie-
Jean Brown-Johnson of

Dorchester. Father of
Stephan Brown of New
York, NY, and Bran-

don Johnson of Boston.
Son of the late Lillian
C. Johnson and Croal

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
617-788-8300

CITATION ON PETITION
FOR SALE OF REAL ESTATE

BY A PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

Docket No. SU19P1395EA

ESTATE OF:
PAUL ANGELO MACELLO, SR.

Date of Death: 12/06/2007
To all interested persons:

A Petition For Sale of Real Estate has
been filed by: Paul A. Macello, Jr. of Hull,
MA requesting that the court authorize
the Personal Representative to sell the
decedent’s real estate at a private sale.

PORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the court.
You have arightto objectto this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 12/22/2021.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within thirty (30)
days of the return day, action may be taken
without further notice to you.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 06, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
Published: December 16, 2021

L. Johnson. Brother of
LaVerne dJohnson of
Boston, Martin Johnson
of New York, NY, Lisa-
beth Johnson of Boston
and the late Croal John-
son, Jr. He is survived
by a host of extended
family, colleagues, and
friends Donations in
Ron’s memory may be
sent to https:/gofund.
me/13dbb832.

KING, Margaret
M. (Fitzgibbons) of
Dorchester. Wife of the
late Patrick J. King.
Mother of Peggy Toma-
sini and her husband
Raymond of Dorches-
ter, Matthew F. King
and his wife Robin of
West Roxbury, Patrick
J. King, Jr. of Quincy
and Joseph F. King (Ret.
M.S.P.) and his wife Ja-
mie of Canton. Grand-
mother of 6. Sister of the
late Jack Fitzgibbons. If
desired, contributions in
Margaret’s memory may
be made to the charity of
your choice.

PEARSON, Barbara
(Brown), 73, of Boston,.
Daughter of the late Wil-
liam and Queen Esther
(Joyner) Brown. Wife of
the late James Pearson.
Mother of Paula Pear-
son. Grandmother of 2.
Sister of Ernest Joyner,
Ruben Joyner, Jesse
Singleton and Perry
Brown. Also survived by
many nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

PROVOST, Ann M.

(Tayne), 92, of West-
wood, formerly of North
Attleboro and Dorches-
ter. Wife of the late Nor-
man Provost and sister
of the late Catherine M.
Griffin, Henry J. Tayne,
Jr., and Edward J.
Tayne. She is survived
by her sister-in-law Bar-
bara Tayne of Franklin,
and her many nieces and
nephews. Ann worked
for Boston Edison for
over 30 years. Dona-
tions in Ann’s name can
be made to The Friends
of the Westwood Coun-
cil on Aging, 60 Naha-
tan St., Westwood, MA
02090.
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NOVEMBER 19 2021 -
JANUARY 2, 2022
MON-~THURS 3PM~8PM
FRI -~ SAT 11AM-~8PM
SUNDAY 11AM~PM
EXTENDED HOURS

DECEMBER 10 ~ DECEMBER 24
OPEN DAILY 11AM-~8PM

NOWIFFOR'T e

Gifts & goods from 60+ local makers,

A @R
T oD

festive food & drink, tree market & more.

@SEAPORTBOS
BOSTONSEAPORT.XYZ

Harbor Point on the Bay
Raston,

Ocean Edge Resort & Golf Club, Brewster, Cape Cod, MA
k. - - L el T P ] Ey

CORCORAN
JENNISON

L -
Companies

Corcoran Jennison’s portfolio includes, residential housing, hotels, resorts,
health facilities, academic campuses, retail centers, and golf courses.

corcoranjennison.com | cjapts.com

Savin Hill Apartments, Dovchester, MA
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Kung Fu Girl Riesling

Kendall Jackson Sauvignon Blanc
Apothic Red

Crusher Pinot Noir

Seven Moons Red

Bodini Malbec

19 Crimes Cabernet

Chateau Haute Cabanieux Medoc
Casillero del Diablo Chardonnay
Freixenet 750ml

Chateau Grand Versennes Bordeaux -

December 16, 2021

Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio
Meiomi Pinot Noir
Mumm Napa Cuvee

Kendall Jackson Chardonnay
Ruffino Prosecco

Cakebread Chardonnay $29.99
Duckhorn Napa Cabernet $69.99
Caymus Napa Cabernet $79.99
Stag’s Leap Artemis $59.99
BV Georges de Latour $99.99
Stag’s Leap Fay Cabernet $129.99
Opus One $349.99

R i

Gosling Black Seal 1.75Itr

Mark West Pinot Noir $7.99 Ato Z Pinot Noir $16.99 :

Cupcake Varietals $7.99 Decoy Chardonnay $17.99 Angeline Pinot Noir Dreaming Tree Cabel Tito’s Vodka 1:75“'
Relax Riesling $7.99 Decoy Cabernet $17.99 Harveys Bristol Cream 750ml Cockburns Ruby Porto Gunpowder Gin 750ml
Lunetta Prosecco $10.99 B Side Cabernet $17.99 Woodbridge Varietals 1.5Itr

Dr. Loosen Riesling $14.99
Trimbach Riesling $14.99
Trimbach Gewurztraminer $14.99

Frescobaldi Castiglioni $13.99
Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc $8.99
Veuve Cliquot Rose $69.99

Ciroc Vodka 750ml

9¥

Chateau Larose Trintaudon $18.99
Taylor 10yr Porto $24.99

Luc Belair Rose $29.99

The Prisoner $39.99

Moet Nectar Imperial $54.99
Austin Hope Cabernet $49.99
‘Ace of Spade Rose” $349.99

Josh Chardonnay
Josh Pinot Noir

Josh Sauvignon Blanc
Josh Cabernet

Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc
Drouhin Beajolais Village
La Marca Prosecco

Bacardi Silver 1.75Itr
Smirnoff 1.75Itr
E&J Brandy 1.75Itr

Aperol 750ml
Seagrams Seven Crown 1.75Itr
Hiram Walker Coffee Brandy 1.75Itr

$'|£;}M)

e
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Baileys Irish Cream 1.75ltr $44.99

Basil Hayden 750ml| $33.99

gz:"l"_?;i’ ___gg pack Jagermeister 1.75ltr $34.99 Jim Beam 1.75ltr $26.99
Coors Light 36 Pack Johnnie Walker Blue 750ml $199.99 Johnnie Walker Black 1.75ltr $59.99
Stella Artois........cccoevreeereiciinnennnnns 12pk Btl Macallan 12yr $69.99 Caravella Limoncello 750ml $16.99
Sam Adams 12pk btl Oban 14yr $79.99
Cisco 12pk Can
Blue Moon 15pk
Goose Island .........ccccevvmineineiiiennens 15pk
Smutty Nose .... 12pk Can
Amstel Light .... 12pk Btl
Corona . 12pk Can
Guinness Stout .........ccoccerieiieinns 12pk Btl
Modelo Especial .........cceeerrennunne 12pk Btl
Angry Variety .........cccocviiniiiniiinnnns 12pk Btl _ -
Strongbow 12pk Btl .'

Founders IPA ....

$1499

Wachusett ...................
Lagunitas IPA .............

12pk Can ...
12pk Btl .....$14.99

5K o $14.99

Harpoon Rec League ..

$14.99

508 Geneva Avenue, Dorchester, MA
(Fields Corner Shopping Center)

(617) 287-1097

I'llommnul

Hnnn ICED psn

540 Gallivan Boulevard, Dorchester, MA
(across from McDonalds)

(617) 288-2886

Bulleit 750ml $28.99

Captain Morgan 1.75Itr $23.99
Casamigos Blanco 750ml
$49.99

John Jameson 1.75Itr $44.99

Jose Cuervo Gold 1.75Itr $32.99

Kahlua 1.75Itr $34.99
Glenlivit 15yr 750ml $69.99
Glenfiddich 12yr $39.99
Tanqueray Gin 1.75ltr $34.99
Hennessy 750ml $39.99

All Liquors Stores Will Be Closed

Bud & Bud Light ........ 18pk Can ...$14.99 on Christmas Day Day

Down East 9pk $14.99 .

Magners ..........oooocoeee 12pk Bl .....$14.99 Sale Effective Master
Bevy Long Drin 12pK oo $14.99 12/16/21 to 12/31/21 -

615 Hancock Street, Quincy, MA
(Wollaston)

(617) 773-1332



