
By Seth Daniel
Reporter Correspondent

Long-time Dorchester 
resident Milton Bramble 
stood on a vacant lot at 
the corner of Harvard 
and Standish Streets 
last week and recalled 
playing on the grassy 
patch years ago as a kid. 
It is just one of many 
empty, city-owned lots — 
many of them vacant for 
several decades— that 
still dot the landscape of 
the Talbot Harvard Tri-
angle. Now, Bramble is 
part of a team selected by 
the city to build housing 
on the lot and others like 
it in the west of Washing-
ton Street neighborhood.

“It’s a very, very inter-
esting neighborhood and 
I’ve lived in it all of my 
life,” Bramble said. “That 
is why I’m excited about 
what is going on with this 
development.”

The city’s Department 
of Neighborhood De-
velopment last week 

designated TLee Devel-
opment, where Bramble 
is an employee, to take 
control of three lots on 
Standish and Harvard 
streets that sit adjacent 

By Amy Gorel
WBUR Reporter

Patrons and staff at 
indoor spaces in Boston 
– including restaurants, 
bars, nightclubs, fit-
ness facilities and enter-
tainment venues – will 
need to show proof they 
are vaccinated against 
Covid-19 starting next 
month, under a policy 
Mayor Wu announced 

Monday that marks a 
major shift from current 
practice in the city.

Wu, who also tightened 
the vaccine policy for city 
employees, was joined 
for her announcement 
by municipal officials 

from Salem, Somerville, 
and Brookline. Her office 
said those communities, 
along with Arlington 
and Cambridge, are also 
working to advance their 
own vaccine require-
ments.

“This region requires 
Boston to take major 
steps and for us all to 
work together as a com-
munity amongst commu-
nities,” Brookline Select 
Board member Raul 
Fernandez said.

Wu’s announcement 
comes five days after the 
Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) 

By Seth Daniel
Reporter Correspondent

There has been a lot 
of missing teeth in the 
development of buildings 
along Blue Hill Avenue 
for nearly two genera-
tions, but there is hope 
that those gaps will be 
filled in as the first 8 of 

30 city-owned vacant 
lots along the Ave. were 
designated for develop-
ment this week – with 
five of them allotted to 
a young, local developer 
who has spent most of 
her life driving past the 
empty lots.

By Katie Pedersen
Reporter Correspondent

The Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester (BGCD) hosted a 
ceremony last week that honored 
the life and legacy of former pro-
fessional basketball player and 
longtime BGCD athletic director 
Bruce Seals, who died last Decem-
ber at age 67. 

Mayor Wu joined a speakers’ 
program during which Seals was 
recalled lovingly by family and col-
leagues before a banner featuring 
him in action as an NBA player, at 
right, was hung on the wall next 
to his former office in the club’s 
gymnasium. A pair of sneakers 
that he wore in his playing days 
was also mounted to the gym wall.  

A native of New Orleans, Seals 
played basketball for Xavier 
University, the Utah Stars, and 

the NBA’s Seattle SuperSonics. 
After winding up a successful 
career with a stint in a Italian 
basketball league, he moved to 
Boston with his family in 1990, 
then worked for the next 30 years 
at the BGCD’s Marr Clubhouse 
building on Deer Street where he 
touched thousands of young lives 
on court and off.

Bob Scannell, president and 
CEO of BGCD, called the event, 
which included a basketball clinic 
for club members run by the Bos-
ton Celtics, “bittersweet.” 

“Bruce’s impact on kids of all 
ages is unmatched,” said the man 
who hired Seals. “He made time 
for everyone. No matter how busy 
he was, he was going to take the 
time and listen to and help each 
child who was in his presence.
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Wu moves on vaccine front: Passports 
for indoor venues beginning Jan. 15

Boys & Girls Clubs honor ‘father figure’ 
Bruce Seals with memorial ceremony

City workers get same 
timeline for their shots

Elfreda Buffong of Dorchester, received her third 
dose of the BioNTech Pfizer vaccine on Tuesday 
from Chantall Garrick, a medical assistant at the 
Codman Square Health Center. See Page 7.

Chris Lovett photo

OLD NICK DROPS BY ADAMS VILLAGE

Mayor Wu and her entourage— including Santa and Mrs. Claus— visited Adams Village on the evening 
of Sun., Dec. 5 as  part of the annual Enchanted trolley tour to light a Christmas tree in the small park 
across from the Eire Pub and Old Dorchester Post. A large crowd gathered to welcome the trolley and 
its occupants. 	 John Wilcox photo 

Reclaiming empty 
lots fueling a revival
west of  Washington

8 Blue Hill Ave. city lots
assigned to developers

(Continued on page 16)

(Continued on page 16)

Milton Bramble, of TLee 
Development, is leading 
the charge to develop a 
long-vacant city-owned 
lot in the Talbot Harvard 
Triangle. 

Seth Daniel photo
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Police, Courts & Fire

Free, at-home rapid antigen test kits for 
all city residents are now available for 
pick-up at select Boston Public Library 
branches and Boston Centers for Youth 
& Families community centers. The 
free test kits are currently available at 
BCYF community centers at Paris Street 
in East Boston, Hyde Park on River St., 
Mildred Ave. in Mattapan, and the 
Tobin in Mission Hill and Shelburne in 
Roxbury, as well as Boston Public Library 
Branches in Brighton, Copley Square, 
Codman Square, East Boston, Grove Hall, 
Mattapan, Roslindale, Roxbury, and South 
Boston with plans in place for additional 
distribution sites to follow, including all 
BPL and BCYF sites. Boston residents 
seeking a test kit will also be able to 

obtain kits for their immediate family, 
subject to availability. The City of Boston 
will be providing more than 260,000 kits 
for distribution throughout Boston. Each 
kit contains two tests, meaning there 
are over half a million free rapid tests 
available to residents.  For information 
about clinics and vaccine availability visit 
https://www.boston.gov/departments/
public-health-commission/covid-19-
vaccine-boston. For more information 
on where to find a free rapid test kit 
near you, visit  https://www.boston.gov/
departments/public-health-commission/
free-covid-19-home-test-kits.   There will 
be several vaccine clinics taking place 
for Boston residents including Morning 
Star Baptist Church, 1257 Blue Hill Ave., 

Mattapan, Fridays 9 a.m. -4 p.m. Codman 
Square Health Center, 637 Washington 
Street, Dorchester, on Fridays 12-6p.m. 
and Tuesdays 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.  Gallivan 
Community Center,  61 Woodruff Way, 
Mattapan, Mondays 2-6 p.m.  Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge 24 Washington St., 
Dorchester, Tuesdays 12-7p.m., Saturdays 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.
The BPDA will host a series of virtual 
public meetings beginning on Jan. 10 at 
6 p.m. to review specific topics of the 
Dorchester Bay City project. The Jan. 
10 meeting will focus on transportation, 
infrastructure, sustainability and 
resiliency. Please register in advance 
by going to the link: bit.ly/3ysaUEy. 
Additional, topic-specific public meetings 

include Jan. 20 (housing and economic 
development), Jan. 31 (inclusive public 
realm improvements and placemaking) 
and Feb. 17 (urban design and open 
space.) View more documents related to 
this project at bostonplans.org.
Boston Police will host two hockey skills 
clinics for youth on Sat., Jan 8 and Sat., 
Jan. 15 at Murphy rink in South Boston. 
Each clinic starts at 8 a.m. Space is 
limited. Call 617-343-4752 for more info.
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Electricity customers 
in Boston who choose the 
city’s Community Choice 
program as their suppli-
er will see lower rates, 
according to Mayor Wu.

The rates went into 
effect last month and 
run through December 
2023. The program’s 
rates will be lower than 
those of Eversource, the 
local utility provider, for 
“at least six months,” 
according to the Wu 
administration.

“Signing up for this 
program will help speed 
the process of Boston 
becoming a 100 percent 
renewable energy city 
and provide a more af-
fordable option this win-
ter,” said Wu, who was at 

the offices of VietAID in 
Fields Corner last week 
to promote the program.

When she was a mem-
ber of the City Council, 
Wu and her colleagues 
co-wrote legislation in 
2017 for the Commu-
nity Choice Electricity 
(CCE) program, which 
started this past Febru-
ary. The program offers 
customers three options 
that range between 18 
percent to 100 percent 
renewable energy.

Overall, electricity 
prices across the state 
are expected to be high 
in the winter months. 
But city officials “can-
not guarantee that the 
CCE rates will remain 
lower than Eversource’s 

Basic Service rates after 
June 30, 2022,” the Wu 
administration said in a 
statement.

Separately, Wu’s of-
fice, in concert with 
Attorney General Maura 
Healey, warned about 
contracts with third-par-
ty suppliers, which have 
higher rates than the 
CCE program. A report 
from Healey’s office in-
dicates that third-party 
suppliers charged state 
residents $426 million 
more than the average 
utility company, and spe-
cifically target low-in-
come residents and 
communities of color in 
Dorchester, Mattapan, 
and Roxbury, among 
other neighborhoods. 

In Dorchester’s Fields 
Corner and similar ar-
eas, 42 percent of low-in-
come residents are re-
ceiving electricity from 
third-party suppliers, 
according to Lisette Le, 
executive director of 
VietAID.

“With this winter’s ris-
ing utility costs, we want 
residents to be wary of 
scams from third-party 
electric suppliers and to 
check their bills to see 
if they are paying more 
than they would with 
the city of Boston or with 
Eversource,” Healey said 
in a statement. 

— GINTAUTAS 
DUMCIUS

Wu is pitching lower electricity
costs through supplier program

With the Omicron vari-
ant of Covid-19 sparking 
fears of a pandemic 
resurgence, the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Housing and Communi-
ty Development (DHCD) 
is stepping up its efforts 
to help more families 
stay in their homes. 

The agency’s Evic-
tion Diversion Initiative 
(EDI) provides media-
tion and case manage-
ment services, legal aid, 
and rental assistance 

funds to eligible fami-
lies struggling to avoid 
evictions. 

Eligible tenants can 
apply for assistance 
through the Emergency 
Rental Assistance Pro-
gram (ERAP), which 
distributes federal fund-
ing to help low-income 
people pay overdue rent 
and utility bills. 

To apply, interested 
parties can visit mass.
gov / ev i c t i on -d iver -
sion-initiative-get-help. 

For extra guidance, 
DHCD operates a toll-
free, multilingual phone 
line Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 
8:30 p.m. and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at 1-800-474-1822. 

 “The pandemic has 
had disproportionate im-
pacts on our most vulner-
able communities and 
neighborhoods across 
Massachusetts, and we 
want to remind house-
holds in need that help is 

available,” said Jennifer 
Maddox, the state’s Un-
dersecretary for Housing 
and Community Devel-
opment. “Over the past 
12 months, we’ve scaled 
up our rental assistance 
program to match the 
urgency required by 
this situation. … So, we 
strongly encourage all 
tenants that have fallen 
behind to seek help now.”

– KATIE PEDERSEN 

Eligible tenants can get funds
to pay rent, head-off  evictions

A fire at a single-family home at 36 Hill Top St. 
drew a strong response from Boston firefighters 
last Saturday afternoon. The smoky blaze next to 
Dorchester Park was quickly knocked down, but 
a dog perished in the incident, which took place 
around 3:30 p.m. No one else was injured. The cause 
remains under investigation. 	 Bill Forry photo

Employees of East 
West Mortgage on Hallet 
Street participated in 
donating and assembling 
$5,000 in holiday gifts for 
children in the annual 
ABCD Christmas Toy 
Drive. 

“We went out and 
bought 26 bikes and 
26 helmets, and over a 
few days we assembled 
them,” said company 
president Steve Borg-
erson. He said they 
purchased $700 worth of 
additional toys, and the 
staff joined in to wrap 
the gifts.  The toys were 
delivered to the ABCD 
Dorchester site on Clay-
bourne Street on Dec. 17. 

“The ABCD Toy Drive 
aims to bring some extra 
joy to our neighbors in 

need during the holiday 
season,” the anti-pov-
erty agency said in an 
online posting. “Every 

year, with the support 
of donors like East West 
Mortgage, we distribute 
upwards of 6,000 toys to 
more than 720 families. 

For more information, 
call 617-348-6559 or 
email give@bostonabcd.
org.	 – ED FORRY

Toy drive gets a big boost from
staff  at East West Mortgage

East West Mortgage employees pictured with the donated toys, from left: 
Donna Dooley, Cheryl Karoutsas, Steve Borgerson, Nicole Grover and Yolanda 
Ortega. 	 Ed Forry photo

The Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Dorchester 
closed down its after-
school programming for 
the year on Tuesday due 
to “an increased num-
ber” of Covid-19 cases, 
according to a letter sent 
to parents and guardians 
of club members.

In the Dec. 21 letter, 
BGCD president Bob 
Scannell said that the 
club’s buildings— in-
cluding the McLaughlin 
Center on Dorchester 
Avenue and the Marr 
Clubhouse on Deer 
Street, would “reopen 
safely” on Jan. 4 after 
contact tracing and a 
deep cleaning. Scannell 
wrote that he was “frus-
trated,” and added that 
“this closure may have 
been avoided.

“As parents/caregiv-
ers, it is your responsi-
bility to keep your child 

home if they are not 
feeling well and, most 
importantly,” he wrote, 
“to share any informa-
tion, such as a positive 
case of Covid or other 
illness that may be per-
tinent to the wellbeing of 
our members and staff. 
If you are not certain of 
how or what to share 
with us, please call. 
We serve hundreds of 
children in meaningful 
ways each and every day. 
Our members come from 
schools all across the 
city. Without the cooper-
ation of our families, we 
cannot do this effectively 
or safely.”

A plan to distribute 
toys ahead of the Christ-
mas holiday during a 
Thursday event at the 
club was cancelled, Scan-
nell said, but a drive-by 
event will go ahead. 

BGCD closed until Jan. 4;
Covid spike prompts call
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By Chris Lisinski
State House
News Service

New MBTA employees 
could receive hiring bo-
nuses under a collective 
bargaining agreement 
that officials ratified last 
Thursday, one of several 
steps the transit agency’s 
leaders are taking to 
attract workers amid a 
staffing shortage set to 
impact bus service.

The contract with Bos-
ton Carmen’s Union 
Local 589, the larg-
est union representing 
MBTA workers, allows 
officials for the first 
time to offer bonuses 
of a still-unspecified 
amount to help entice 
new operators.

MBTA General Man-
ager Steve Poftak said 
the bonuses, which the 
T’s board of directors 
approved as part of the 
bargaining pact, will 
serve as “an important 
tool in our toolkit going 
forward as we seek to 
address shortages in our 
workforce.”

Officials will also pay a 
higher training wage to 
MBTA recruits receiving 
their commercial driver’s 
licenses, promote dozens 
of drivers from part-time 
to full-time, and pivot 
away from an application 
lottery system to screen 
everyone interested in a 
position at the T.

In previous years, the 
MBTA has used a lottery 

to pare down a pool of job-
seekers far greater than 
the number of available 
positions. A spokesper-
son said one human 
resources employee re-
called that a 2009 lottery 
list drew more than 
33,000 candidates for 
jobs and remained in use 
until at least 2016.

But as is the case at 
transit agencies and 
transportation compa-
nies around the country, 
the pandemic has creat-
ed major staffing chal-
lenges at the T. Officials 
estimate the agency is 
about 80 to 100 bus driv-
ers short of being able 
to run its fall schedule 
without dropping trips.

“As a board and as 
an organization, we all 
need to be aware of the 
demand problem that’s 
larger than just the 
MBTA. It will require 
all of us to be open to 
identifying what works 
and make us as attrac-
tive as an employer 

can be,” Transportation 
Secretary Jamey Tesler 
said. “The demand for 
that lottery system no 
longer exists.”

A winter service sched-
ule that takes effect 
Sunday will pare back 
frequency on bus routes 
by about 3 percent in re-
sponse to the workforce 
shortage. Subway sched-
ules will not be affected.

Officials are hopeful 
that scheduling fewer 
trips will help address 
reliability issues exac-
erbated by the lack of 
drivers. As an example, 
Poftak said, a route 
could run with consistent 
12-minute headways 
between buses, rather 
than 10-minute head-
ways that sometimes 
become 20 minutes when 
the agency drops a trip 
because of its staffing 
levels.

He stressed that the 
imminent changes are 
“not a budgetary exer-
cise. We are fully bud-

geted for a full level of 
service. We would dearly 
like to be providing that 
service and spending 
that money. Unfortu-
nately, right now, we are 
having staffing challeng-
es as is — frankly, every 
major transportation 
entity in the country is 
dealing with this.”

The agency more than 
doubled the size of its 
recruiting team, Poftak 
said, and promoted 75 
part-time bus operators 
to full-time to help retain 
them.

Applicants must test 
negative for marijuana, 
which, Poftak said, re-
flects the tricky position 
the T occupies as an 
agency overseen by the 
Federal Transit Author-
ity in a state where the 
substance is legal for 
recreational use.

He was unsure when 
asked how many appli-
cants typically get ruled 
out by drug tests, but 
cautioned that “even 
losing a handful of people 
is an issue for us.”

The agency’s vaccine 
mandate is also impact-
ing staffing, albeit at a 
low rate so far, as 23 of 
the 5,945 active MBTA 
employees remain out of 
compliance with the re-
quirement that they get 
vaccinated against the 
virus or seek a religious 
or medical exemption, 
according to updated 
figures Poftak present-

ed Thursday. Four of 
those workers have been 
suspended for five days, 
the second step in a 
progressive discipline 
process that could lead 
to termination.

“We are working with 
them in an attempt to 
make sure that they get 
vaccinated,” Poftak said. 
“We do want everyone to 
remain part of the work-
force here at the MBTA, 
but vaccination is an 
important public health 
step, so this process will 
continue to play out.”

A dozen other work-
ers had received notice 
that they were out of 
compliance and have 
since begun or completed 
their vaccination pro-
cess, Poftak said.

A total of 456 employ-
ees, representing nearly 
7.7 percent of the work-
force, have requested 
exemptions. About 90 
percent of the MBTA’s 
staff is partly or fully 
vaccinated.

The two-year contract 
with Boston Carmen’s 
Union is retroactive to 
July 1, 2021 and will 
provide covered workers 
annual raises of 2.5 per-
cent. MBTA Director of 
Labor Relations Ahmad 
Barnes said a majority of 
union members will see 
an increase of $4,148 to 
their base salary by the 
contract’s end.

All bargaining unit 
members will also re-

ceive one-time bonuses of 
$2,000 in pandemic pay. 
Carmen’s Union workers 
on the payroll on March 
1, 2022 will receive an 
additional $2,500 in one-
time pay related to the 
outsourcing of shuttle 
bus diversions.

The union, which rep-
resents more than 6,000 
MBTA employees, said 
members ratified the 
agreement “overwhelm-
ingly” on Sunday ahead 
of the board meeting.

“Our first priority re-
mains to provide riders 
with the vital public 
transit services they 
need each day to get to 
work, to get to schools, for 
medical appointments, 
and for other crucial 
daily activities. We think 
this deal helps support 
that priority in many 
ways,” said Carmen’s 
Union President Jim 
Evers, who added:

“The working condi-
tion improvements re-
flected in this agreement 
represent essential steps 
toward addressing the 
current recruitment and 
retention issues at the 
MBTA for the benefit of 
the rising public and for 
the public good.”

If the T opts to award 
hiring bonuses to brand-
new employees, it must 
also offer the same to any 
bus operator hired with-
in the past six months 
offset by any pandemic 
pay they received.

MBTA outreach on shortage of  drivers features bonus tie-in
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memberspluscu.org      781-905-1500

Better Rates     Free Checking     Large ATM Network     Mobile App

At  this  time of 
     Magic and Wonder, 

We count our blessings to serve such 

an AMAZING Community!

To All of Our Friends & Neighbors, 

We Wish You a Joyous Holiday Season,

and a Bright, Happy New Year!

MBTA bus driver Joao Goncalves transports passen-
gers from Chelsea over the Tobin Bridge en route 
to Haymarket. 	 Jesse Costa/WBUR photo
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By Katie Lannan 
State House
News Service

If elected governor, state 
Sen. Sonia Chang-Díaz would 
include money in her first an-
nual budget proposal to elim-
inate bus fares at the MBTA 
and regional transit agencies 
as a major step toward a fare-
free transit system.

Incentivizing public transit 
by removing fares for riders is 
one component of the climate 
and energy plan the Jamaica 
Plain Democrat released this 
week, along with transitioning 
the state to 100 percent renew-
able electricity by 2030, and 
building a “green workforce” 
pipeline that prioritizes com-
munities of color and environ-
mental justice communities.

Under her plans, the sen-
ator would also use “the 
full powers of the executive 
branch to block future fossil 
fuel infrastructure projects 
in Massachusetts” and “im-
mediately” appoint a new 
slate of Department of Public 
Utilities commissioners “who 
are committed to a progressive 
energy agenda and who have 
demonstrated experience rele-
vant to implementing the kind 
of bold transformative changes 
that our energy system needs.”

Chang-Díaz said her plan’s 
transportation elements offer 
“the fastest and perhaps the 
most widespread difference 
that people will feel most 
directly.” She said funding 
them would involve federal 
dollars and revenues from a 
proposed surtax on incomes 
over $1 million, and that some 

sort of carbon-pricing program 
would be necessary to support 
the state’s transition to clean 
energy.

“So many Massachusetts 
residents are sitting in these 
soul-crushing commutes to-
day,” Chang-Díaz told the 
News Service. “We have 
some of the worst congestion 
in the nation around greater 
Boston, and making a public 
transit system, a mass transit 
system that is cost-accessible, 
fare-free in many cases, fast, 
reliable – that is a quality of 
life change for commuters in 
addition to contributing to our 
advancing our climate goals.”

RTAs serving Worcester 
and the Merrimack Valley 
have each approved fare-free 
service programs on at least a 
temporary basis, and the Bos-
ton City Council this month 
signed off on Mayor Wu’s plan 
to use $8 million in American 
Rescue Plan Act funds to cov-
er the cost of running three 
MBTA bus routes without 
collecting fares for two years.

In January 2020, the transit 

advocacy group LivableStreets 
Alliance  tallied the cost  of 
running fare-free local buses 
statewide at $60 million.

There is consensus among 
Democrats running for gov-
ernor on making the MBTA 
free for at least some riders. 
Harvard professor Danielle 
Allen’s  jobs agenda  calls for 
“fare-free MBTA access for 
low-income workers,” while 
former state Sen. Ben Down-
ing has said he would make 
MBTA and RTA buses fare-
free his first year in the corner 
office, with all MBTA fares, 
including the commuter rail 
and ferry services, free by the 
end of his first term.

Downing, who co-chaired 
the Telecommunications, Util-
ities, and Energy Committee 
while in the Legislature and 
worked for the solar company 
Nexamp after leaving Beacon 
Hill, put out a climate plan in 
April that calls for 100 percent 
clean electricity by 2030 and 
for the state to be fully powered 
by clean energy by 10 years 
after that.

While eliminating fares for 
riders, Chang-Díaz also wants 
to electrify and expand public 
transit, a goal that involves 
increasing RTA and MBTA 
operating budgets. Her plan 
does not put a dollar figure on 
the budget increases. She said 
thay those goals would take 
multiple years to accomplish, 
“but we do have to walk and 
chew gum here. This is what 
it looks like to move with 
urgency.”

She envisions full MBTA 
bus fleet electrification by 

2030 and electrification of the 
RTA system and commuter 
rail by 2040. Her plan also 
calls for an east-west rail link 
and the transformation of the 
commuter rail into “a frequent, 
electrified regional rail, pro-
viding all-day 15-minute to 
30-minute train service.”

Chang-Díaz said her propos-
als would require a variety of 
funding sources, starting with 
the constitutional amendment 
on next year’s ballot that 
would impose a 4 percent sur-
tax on incomes over $1 million.

She also pointed to federal 
infrastructure money that is 
“already in the pipe to Mas-
sachusetts,” and said she 
hopes Congress can direct 
more money here by passing 
President Biden’s spending 
package known as the Build 
Back Better Act.

In her plan, Chang-Díaz 
said, she would “lead the 
charge to identify additional 
sources of funding – such 
as repealing tax breaks for 
corporations that shift their 
income to off-shore accounts 
– to transition to a completely 
fare-free MBTA.”

“We also need to put a price 
on carbon and use that mon-
ey to fund the transition to 
clean energy,” she said in an 
interview.

Carbon-pricing bills  have 
been filed for years on Beacon 
Hill but have not gathered 
the necessary momentum to 
become law. Gov. Baker last 
month was forced to scrap 
Massachusetts’s participation 
multi-state cap-and-trade 
program known as the Trans-

portation Climate Initiative 
(TCI) as political support in 
other states eroded.

Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Geoff Diehl has been 
a vocal critic of TCI, which 
would have bumped up the 
price of gasoline.

The collapse of TCI was 
the second major blow to 
the Baker administration’s 
climate agenda after Maine 
voters rejected a transmis-
sion project intended to bring 
hydropower from Quebec to 
southern New England. Both 
come after lawmakers passed, 
and Baker signed, legislation 
earlier this year committing 
the state to reaching net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2050.

Chang-Díaz said the dynam-
ics around TCI do not push her 
from the idea that the state 
needs to adopt some sort of 
carbon-pricing mechanism. 
“We just cannot have all of our 
whole climate change plan rest 
on things that are dependent 
on actors outside of our state,” 
she said.

To move the state to clean 
electricity by 2030, Chang-
Díaz said that she would work 
with the energy grid operator 
and other New England states 
and would invest in developing 
clean energy sources through 
the Massachusetts Clean En-
ergy Center. She described 
the transition as a “survival 
imperative,” given the effects 
of climate change, and added 
that it would also bring eco-
nomic benefits as the state 
builds up a green economy 
involving offshore wind and 
solar power.

Fare-free buses, electrification anchor Chang-Díaz climate plan

Sonia Chang-Díaz
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508 Geneva Avenue, Dorchester, MA  
(Fields Corner Shopping Center) 

(617) 287-1097

540 Gallivan Boulevard, Dorchester, MA  
(across from McDonalds)

(617) 288-2886

615 Hancock Street, Quincy, MA  
(Wollaston)

(617) 773-1332

 
          

Sale Effective  
12/16/21 to 12/31/21

All Liquors Stores Will Be Closed 
on Christmas Day Day

Cakebread Chardonnay $29.99

Duckhorn Napa Cabernet $69.99

Caymus Napa Cabernet $79.99

Stag’s Leap Artemis $59.99

BV Georges de Latour $99.99

Stag’s Leap Fay Cabernet $129.99

Opus One $349.99

Staff Picks

$13.99

Stella Artois ...................................12pk Btl
Sam Adams ...................................12pk btl
Cisco  ...........................................12pk Can
Blue Moon  ......................................... 15pk
Goose Island  ..................................... 15pk
Smutty Nose ...............................12pk Can
Amstel Light  .................................12pk Btl
Corona  ........................................12pk Can
Guinness Stout  ............................12pk Btl
Modelo Especial  ..........................12pk Btl
Angry Variety  ...............................12pk Btl
Strongbow  ....................................12pk Btl

Budweiser  .............36 Pack
Bud Light  ...............36 Pack 
Coors Light  ...........36 Pack

$19.99

18pk Btl

Victory Monkey 

$16.99

12pk Btl

$14.99

Wachusett ...................12pk Can  ...$14.99
Lagunitas IPA  .............12pk Btl  .....$14.99
Founders IPA  ..............15pk  ...........$14.99
Harpoon Rec League  ....15pk  ...........$14.99
Bud & Bud Light  ........18pk Can  ...$14.99
Down East  ..................9pk  .............$14.99
Magners  ......................12pk Btl  .....$14.99
Bevy Long Drink  ........12pk  ...........$14.99

$15.99

15pk

$25.99

36 packs

$13.99
12pk Cans

$13.99
12pk Btl

$14.99
12pk Cans

Kung Fu Girl Riesling

Kendall Jackson Sauvignon Blanc

Apothic Red

Crusher Pinot Noir

Seven Moons Red

Bodini Malbec

19 Crimes Cabernet

Chateau Haute Cabanieux Medoc 

Casillero del Diablo Chardonnay

Freixenet 750ml

Chateau Grand Versennes Bordeaux

Josh Chardonnay
Josh Pinot Noir
Josh Sauvignon Blanc
Josh Cabernet

Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc
Drouhin Beajolais Village
La Marca Prosecco

$12.99

$9.99

Kendall Jackson Chardonnay
Ruffino Prosecco

$11.99

$10.99

Angeline Pinot Noir

Harveys Bristol Cream 750ml

Woodbridge Varietals 1.5ltr

Dreaming Tree Cabernet

Cockburns Ruby Porto

$19.99

Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio

Meiomi Pinot Noir

Mumm Napa Cuvee

Mark West Pinot Noir $7.99

Cupcake Varietals $7.99

Relax Riesling $7.99

Lunetta Prosecco $10.99

Dr. Loosen Riesling $14.99

Trimbach Riesling $14.99

Trimbach Gewurztraminer $14.99

A to Z Pinot Noir $16.99

Decoy Chardonnay $17.99

Decoy Cabernet $17.99

B Side Cabernet $17.99

Frescobaldi Castiglioni $13.99

Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc $8.99

Veuve Cliquot Rose $69.99

Chateau Larose Trintaudon $18.99

Taylor 10yr Porto $24.99

Luc Belair Rose $29.99

The Prisoner $39.99

Moet Nectar Imperial $54.99

Austin Hope Cabernet $49.99

‘Ace of Spade Rose” $349.99

Bacardi Silver 1.75ltr
Smirnoff 1.75ltr
E&J Brandy 1.75ltr

Aperol 750ml
Seagrams Seven Crown 1.75ltr
Hiram Walker Coffee Brandy 1.75ltr

$19.99

Gosling Black Seal 1.75ltr 
Ciroc Vodka 750ml
Tito’s Vodka 1.75ltr 
Gunpowder Gin 750ml

$29.99

Bulleit 750ml $28.99 
Captain Morgan 1.75ltr $23.99
Casamigos Blanco 750ml 
$49.99
John Jameson 1.75ltr $44.99
Jose Cuervo Gold 1.75ltr $32.99

Kahlua 1.75ltr $34.99
Glenlivit 15yr 750ml $69.99
Glenfiddich 12yr $39.99
Tanqueray Gin 1.75ltr $34.99
Hennessy 750ml $39.99

Baileys Irish Cream 1.75ltr $44.99
Jagermeister 1.75ltr $34.99
Johnnie Walker Blue 750ml $199.99
Macallan 12yr $69.99
Oban 14yr $79.99

Basil Hayden 750ml $33.99
Jim Beam 1.75ltr $26.99
Johnnie Walker Black 1.75ltr $59.99
Caravella Limoncello 750ml $16.99
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By Seth Daniel
Reporter Correspondent

About two or three 
times a week, just after 
dusk, state Rep. Russell 
Holmes grabs a pair of 
wire cutters and some 
gloves and meets up with 
former Boston Police 
Capt. Haseeb Hosein 
and his truck to take on 
a special mission: the re-
moval of all signs posted 
by a company they say is 
preying on Black, Brown, 
and low-income commu-
nities and the elderly.

Driving across Ameri-
can Legion Highway, up 
Harvard Street, down 
Blue Hill Avenue and on 
just about every through-
fare on the west side of 
Dorchester and Matta-

pan, one by one the duo 
removes the ‘Cash for 
Diabetic Supplies’ signs 
in a display of contempt 
for those who put them 
up.

On any such trip they 
can remove close to 100 
signs in just a few hours, 
as they are that plenti-
ful. Despite that, said 
Hosein, most of the signs 
are replaced – sometimes 
by hand-written posters 
– as fast as they are taken 
down.

“They are absolutely 
preying on our com-
munities and on Black 
people in particular,” 
said Holmes. “It really 
bothers me. I’m not sure 
who is doing it and what 
customers they have, but 

I’m sure it’s harmful to 
people. It’s not positive. 
They put these signs 
in communities where 
people are struggling 
and maybe need money. 
Folks also need their 
diabetic supplies, and we 
don’t want them selling 
supplies and not having 
them.”

The legislator said it 
is illegal to take some-
one’s prescriptions, even 
if there is payment for 
them. He said he is sus-
picious that whoever is 
running the companies 
are actually “phishing” 
for insulin, too. 

It seems that western 
Dorchester and Matta-
pan are the main targets 
of the “Diabetic Supplies” 
signs. Holmes said that 
is by design to prey upon 
Black communities in 
particular.

“When I drive up and 
down Gallivan Boule-
vard to the Expressway, 
you see the real dif-
ference,” he said. “You 
drive through Black 
Dorchester and they’re 
everywhere, but when 
you get to the whiter 
areas of Dorchester by 
Morrissey Boulevard, 
there’s not a single one. 

They aren’t everywhere. 
They know where to 
target and I don’t think 
it’s right.”

Holmes has brought 
the matter to the atten-
tion of Attorney General 
Maura Healey in meet-
ings with her office. He 
said he has also brought 
it up in initial conversa-
tions with Mayor Wu. He 
said he is telling every 
elected official and state 
government agency he 
can in hopes to draw at-
tention to something that 
potentially is putting his 
constituents at risk.

Healey’s office told the 
Reporter that Holmes has 
mentioned the matter in 
meetings, and they have 
been looking into it, but 
have no definite answers 
about it just yet.

The Reporter called 
the “857” number that 
is posted on all the 
signs and reached a 
man named ‘Kirk’ who 
said he lives locally and 
is only employed by 
the company to answer 
phone calls and collect 
supplies, which he sends 
by package to the compa-
ny, the name of which he 
wouldn’t divulge.

He said there are a lot 
of diabetics in the areas 
where his crews hang 
signs who get too many 
diabetic supplies from 
the pharmacy. He said 
most diabetics don’t need 
all that many ‘test strips’ 
or ‘lancets,’ which draw 
blood to test blood sugar 
levels. So, he said, the 
company he works for 
runs a service that allows 
people to donate them or 
get cash for the excess.

“From what I under-
stand, they do accept 
donations, but offer to 
pay for supplies,” he 
said. “People have a 
hard time and people 
might need cash…People 
throw away a lot of these 
things. They just keep 
giving them more than 
they need…It’s just an 
exchange program and 
we source the excess 
supplies…It’s a job that 
helps me to take care of 
my four kids and family.”

Following that call 
to ‘Kirk,’ the Reporter’s 
phone received adver-
tisements by text mes-
sage offering to pay 
cash for selling diabetic 
supplies.

Citing the illegality of 
posting signs on public 
property, Holmes said 
he invites the rest of the 
community to join him 
and Hosein in taking 
down the signs from 
poles and posts in the 
neighborhood.

“My advocacy here is to 
say that if you agree with 
me, join in the fight and 
take these signs down 
whenever you see them,” 
he said. “We shouldn’t 
have to put up with 
this predatory problem. 
The message here is 
they need to come down 
all over Massachusetts 
– don’t prey on Black 
people.”

‘Cash for Diabetic Supplies’ signs face
the snap of  Rep. Holmes’s wire cutters

Greetings 
of the 

Season

from the 
Proprietors & Staff  of

Cedar Grove Cemetery

Company preys on
POC communities,
legislator contends

State Rep. Russell Holmes (left) and former Boston Police Capt. Haseeb Hosein 
were out last Friday evening taking down ‘Cash for Diabetic Supplies’ signs 
on American Legion Highway.  	 Seth Daniel photo

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU21D0041DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
JECILENE MIRANDA

vs.
ANTHONY BAILEY

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An   Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and re-
quired to serve upon: Jecilene Miranda, 
212 Waldemar Ave., #210, Boston, MA 
02120 your answer, if any, on or before 
01/13/2022. If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: October 26, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: December 23, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE
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By Katie Pedersen
Reporter Correspondent

Dorchester-based guitarist 
Aaron Larget-Caplan, a UMa-
ss Boston professor and inter-
national touring and recording 
artist, has just released “A 
Guitar Holiday” on Spotify and 
Amazon to notable success. As 
of press time, the album had 
over 200,000 streams on the 
two platforms. 

The concept for the record-
ing began in September when 
Larget-Caplan, who lives in 
Uphams Corner, was con-
tacted by Grammy-winning 
producer Kabir Sehgal. 

“He liked my playing, and he 
asked if I would be interested 
in making a holiday album,” 
Larget-Caplan said. “Most of 
my albums before this have 
been John Cage [a 20th-cen-
tury American composer] or 
contemporary music, so this 

was a bit of a change. I said, 
‘Well, let me think about it.’

“I did some searching for 
different music, different ar-
rangements. I came up with 

some and started working 
on them. I found an affinity 
for them and really enjoyed 
it, and I said yes. Over the 
course of about two weeks, I 
learned, recorded, edited, and 
completed an album.”

The result is close to a half-
hour collection of Larget-Ca-
plan’s arrangements of classic 
holiday songs. His delicate 
touch with the guitar includes 

up-tempo versions of “Deck 
the Halls” and “God Rest Ye 
Merry Gentlemen” as well as 
slower carols like “Away in a 
Manger.” A defining feature 
of all the pieces is Larget-Ca-
plan’s intricate fretting and 
rhythmic touches.

His favorite piece on the 
album is “Greensleeves,” a Re-
naissance English song with 
the same tune as the popular 
Christmas carol “What Child 
is This?” 

“It’s one of the first pieces 
I learned how to play on the 
guitar,” Larget-Caplan said. 
“I’ve taught many versions 
of it to students. When I put 
this together, I knew I would 
be including “Greensleeves.” 
That was mission number one. 
I’m really happy with that 
arrangement and I thought 
it came out nicely.”

He was also pleased with the 

arrangement of “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel,” which al-
lowed him to feature an array 
of guitar techniques, including 
pizzicato to mute the strings, 
and harmonics, which he used 
on other songs as well. 

As a guitarist who made his 
name playing contemporary 
classical music, Larget-Ca-
plan says that this album is 
a welcome departure from his 
usual repertoire. 

“A fan ran into me who loves 
all the albums I’ve done, but 
he was really excited to have 
music that he knew,” he said.   
“I was able to create an artistic 
product while playing pieces 
that would be considered 
popular music.” 

“A Guitar Holiday” is avail-
able on Bandcamp and for 
streaming on Amazon and 
Spotify.

	  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

Dorchester native Bri-
anna Millor will join 
Mayor Wu’s team next 
month as the city’s 
chief of Community 
Engagement. Millor, the 
daughter of a Haitian 
immigrant, starts in the 
role on Jan. 3. 

The  Civic  Engage-
ment cabinet role also 
includes oversight of 
the Mayor’s Office of 
Neighborhood Services.

“I’m inspired by Brian-
na’s love for community 
and for Boston,” Wu said 
in a statement announc-
ing her appointment. 
She has been a trusted 
advisor and passionate 
community advocate, 
and I am so excited for 

her leadership in this 
role.”

Millor started in com-
munity work as a mem-
ber of Bold Teens, a 
Codman Square-based 
organization that focus-
es on environmental and 
social justice issues. She 
worked on Hillary Clin-
ton’s presidential cam-
paign in 2016, where she 
worked on voter engage-
ment strategies ahead 
of the New Hampshire 
primary.

She later worked in a 
variety of roles in City 
Hall and represented 
Wu’s Council office on 
the board of ABCD. 

She is a graduate of 
Quinnipiac University 

with a bachelors in 
Political Science and a 
masters degree in Public 
Relations.

“I am honored and 
excited to lead the Office 
of Community Engage-
ment, and to continue 
serving our city’s res-
idents under Mayor 
Wu,” said Millor. “My 
experiences at City Hall 
have affirmed my love 
and commitment to my 
community and the city 
that raised me, and I 
am eager to facilitate in 
connecting residents to 
city government in new 
and creative ways.”

Millor lives in Dorches-
ter and enjoys spending 
time with her family.

Wu taps Dot’s Millor for key City Hall role

Brianna Millor

Kristina Pruitt, a stu-
dent leader from the 
Dorchester-based BOLD 
Teens, was one of three 
facilitators and primary 
presenters for the Youth 
Power Summit of The 
84 Movement. After 
months of planning and 
preparation by Pruitt 
and others, young people 

from across the state 
attended the summit vir-
tually. Chapters of The 
84 movement shared ex-
periences and worked to 
feel empowered to speak 
confidently on racial eq-
uity through a variety of 
small group discussions 
hosted by young people 
for young people.   The 
84 Movement is a youth-
led initiative made up of 
coalitions, schools, faith-
based organizations and 
community-based or-
ganizations to protect 
youth and young adults 
from tobacco and vap-
ing industry targeting. 
Learn more about the 
work they do at  the84.
org.

Winter weather de-
mands hot chocolate or 
cocoa.  Cocoa is made 
from cocoa powder, and 
hot chocolate is made 
from shaved chocolate 
bars (it’s melted choco-
late!). Usually, hot choc-
olate has a richer taste, 
because chocolate bars 
have more cocoa butter 
than cocoa powders.

To make true hot choc-
olate, you can buy mixes 
made of tiny chocolate 
shavings, or you can buy 
fine shaved chocolate 
from baking suppliers.  
You can also shave your 
own from your favorite 
chocolate bars, choosing 
from dark, milk, white, 
or flavored chocolate. 
You can combine any 
of these in your own 
proportions.  

Whether you are 
making hot chocolate 
or cocoa, slowly com-
bine your chocolate 
with a small amount 
of milk or cream until 
smooth.   Then fill the 
cup with hot water.  You 
can use re-constituted 

powdered milk, almond 
milk, soy milk or rice 
milk.   Sometimes only 
a couple of tablespoons 
will do. If you start 
with unsweetened cocoa 
powder or chocolate 
shavings, you will need 
to add sugar, or maple 
syrup, honey or agave 
nectar.   Sweeten to 
your taste. Some recipes 
call for as much as two 
tablespoons of sugar 
for each tablespoon of 
unsweetened chocolate.

The recipe that works 
for you is the right one.   

The archive of these 
historical posts can be 
viewed on the blog at 
dorchesterhistoricalso-
ciety.org.

•••
Reminder: A house 

h i s t o ry  f r om the 
Dorchester Historical 
Society would make a 
great gift to a home-
owner in Dorchester 
or Mattapan.   Take a 
look at some of the com-
pleted histories on the 
Dorchester Historical 
Society website. 

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
Dorchester Historical Society

Cocoa and hot chocolate – There’s a difference

Today’s illustration is one of many advertise-
ments issued by the Walter Baker Company 
between the 1890s and the middle of the twen-
tieth century.   The company’s logo, the Baker 
chocolate lady, can be seen on the tavern’s sign. 

Kristina Pruitt

Larget-Caplan’s new album explores Christmas classics

Elfreda Buffong had 
tried to get a booster 
shot for Covid-19 at a 
pharmacy chain only 
to be told it wasn’t cur-
rently available. But on 
Tuesday morning, the 
63-year-old Dorchester 
resident was able to get 
her third dose of the Bi-
oNTech, Pfizer vaccine, 
thanks to the “Family 
Vaccination Clinic” at 
the Codman Square 
Health Center.

“I’m just hoping that 
people will take the vac-
cine,” she said. “It just 
makes me feel safe.”

After getting her shot, 
Buffong was escorted to 
a nearby waiting room 
and told about the health 
center’s vaccination in-
centives — a free boxed 
lunch and a chance to 
enter a lottery for priz-
es that include Apple 
Airpods, MacBook Pro, 
and $500 Visa gift cards. 

The Tuesday clinic 
(with a second scheduled 
for next Tuesday (Dec. 
28), was part of an effort 
by some of Boston’s com-
munity health centers 
and the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission 
to increase protection 
from the virus and the 
expected onslaught of 

the highly contagious 
Omicron variant.

“Our family vaccine 
clinics are another way 
Codman can care for 
our community. People 
are scared, and for good 
reason. Omicron is rising 
and hospitals are filling,” 
said Dr. Renee Crichlow, 
the health center’s chief 
medical officer.

“In this season of love, 
the best gift you can give 
your family, your com-
munity, and yourself is 
to protect them against 
serious Covid,” Crichlow 
added. “We know that 
vaccines protect against 
serious infection. Mask-
ing and vaccines spread 
love and stop the spread 
of serious illness.”

The health center also 
provides community 
testing at the Russell 
Auditorium, at 70 Talbot 
Avenue. Walk-ins are 
accepted, but appoint-
ments are recommended 
to save time. For an 
appointment, call 617 
822-8271. The center has 
appointment information 
on its website at codman.
org/blog/come-on-down-
to-the- covid-19-fami-
ly-vaccine-clinic.

– Chris Lovett

Codman clinic gives
Dot residents a boost

Aaron Larget-Caplan
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By Thomas F. Mulvoy, Jr.
Associate Editor

With Marty Walsh directing 
traffic on a larger scale as US 
Secretary of Labor, will the new 
year see a revival of long-discussed 
plans and a commitment of some 
sort to the state’s rehabilitation of 
Morrissey Boulevard that came to 
an abrupt halt when the former 
mayor took issue with some of the 
redesign’s elements? The blunt-
ed plans addressed the need for 
significant climate-change adap-
tations for this well-used coastal 
thoroughfare. The city and the 
state announced a $1 million in-
frastructure study of the oft-flood-
ed roadway last March, with a 
report expected within a year’s 
time. Funding? Well, for starters, 
there’s the recently passed federal 
infrastructure legislation that was 
just a dream last winter.

Should things start to move on 
the revamp, traffic considerations 
will loom large alongside climato-
logical issues. Rush hour backups 
now begin shortly after 6 a.m., 
particularly along the stretch 
that begins at Boston Bowl and 
runs north beyond Freeport Street 
past the UMass Boston entryway 
approaching BC High and Kos-
ciuszko Circle, and begin to pick 
up shortly after 2 p.m. going the 
other way. What once was viewed 
as an urban parkway with a neat 
harbor view today offers a combi-
nation of a mile-long parking lot 
at busy times and a speedway 
once drivers get the go-ahead from 
minutes-long waits at the UMass 
and Freeport Street intersections. 
Add in the entering into and exit-
ing out of The Beat complex when 
that building is ready for clients, 
reportedly in the near future, and 
you have the ingredients for driver 
rage gone wild.

While there is planning on 
the books, the development of 
Dorchester Bay City on Columbia 
Point, now front and center for 
consideration, will unquestion-
ably have serious impacts on the 
roads leading into and out of the 
new neighborhood from both ends 
and maybe through the middle. 
With completion of the project 
set for the early 2040s, develop-
ers say there’ll be plenty of time 
for adjustments to reality. But it 
would be nice to consider now just 
what those ad hoc fixes might be.

•••
Speaking of the former may-

or-turned Biden cabinet member, 
what interests other than ambi-
tion and a cure for political home-
sickness would be served were he 
to turn his back on the president 

who faces a new year full of ca-
lamitous possibilities from the 
pandemic, for his legislative agen-
da, and for the Democratic Party’s 
standing with mid-term voters in 
the fall? One thing for sure: Not 
the interests of the president who 
appointed him Labor secretary. To 
be fair, Walsh has not deigned to 
address the talk directly and in 
the open, but there are times when 
saying nothing is saying too much 
to those whose stock in trade is 
turning rumors into virtual reality 
via Twitter-style talking points.

•••
What will the new year bring 

for residents of the former St. 
Brendan’s parish and the church 
building on Gallivan Blvd. that 
they and their forebears wor-
shipped in for close to 90 years? 
The accompanying photo shows 
how families enthusiastically 
greeted the opening of their new 
worship place in November 1933. 
For Roman Catholics of a certain 
age, the diminution of parish life 
as represented in the disappear-
ance of churches, rectories for 
priests, convents for nuns, and 
schools for the children as distinct 
worshipping villages and civic 
communities has been painful to 
endure, a memory of times past 
that seem irretrievable for many 
of us. 

•••
The biggest question of all for 

the year upcoming is how the 
city, state, nation, and world will 
cope with the coronavirus that 

will not quit changing its skin at 
the first strong hint that science 
and medicine are getting ahead of 
the epidemic’s curve. While some 
of the ideologists waging war on 
a certified-by-experience epide-
miological solution to Covid-19 
infections are somehow, and 
preposterously, gaining traction 
on political grounds via online 
misinformation, truths about the 
way to end the continuing threat 
of enervating hospitalizations 
and private funeral ceremonies 
– vaccinations for as many of the 
living as possible – often end up 
in episodes of rhetorical wrangling 
where the loudest voices dominate 
proceedings.

“People are scared, and for good 
reason. Omicron is rising and 
hospitals are filling,” Dr. Renee 
Crichlow, the Codman Square 
Health Center’s chief medical of-
ficer, told Reporter correspondent 
Chris Lovett this week as she 
suggested a reality-based gift for 
the holidays:

“In this season of love, the best 
gift you can give your family, your 
community, and yourself is to pro-
tect them against serious Covid. 
We know that vaccines protect 
against serious infection. Masking 
and vaccines spread love and stop 
the spread of serious illness.”

My sentiments exactly.
Thomas F. Mulvoy, Jr. is the for-

mer managing editor of the Boston 
Globe and a native of Lonsdale 
Street in Dorchester. 
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Editorial Commentary

Letter to the Editor

To the Editor:
Kudos and many thanks to Grace Mayer and the 

Dorchester Reporter for bringing further awareness 
of the historical importance of the aged letters of 
the Walter Baker neon sign. The Lower Mills area, 
which straddles the Neponset River and bridges 
Dorchester and Milton, is rich in history, from the 
Indigenous people through the Industrial Revolu-
tion, that continues evolving to this day.

No matter what the fate of the old neon sign letters 
is, I hope that they can be kept together and made 
visible to the public, just as they once were, instead 
of secluded and in view to only a few.  

This statement gave me pause: “Time will tell 
what happens with that approach and interest 
from others with ideas, but Dolan says that in the 
end, if the letters aren’t all scooped up, she will 
reach out to the Dorchester Arts Collaborative and 
the Dorchester Art Project to see if they might be 

willing to take the letters and consider using them 
creatively with Dorchester-based artists.”

It is my understanding that the state’s Department 
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) owns the Wal-
ter Baker Artists’ Lofts building (1231 Dorchester 
Ave.), making the building and its signage a property 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Therefore, 
no one should be “scooping up” the old letters.

Rather, the Massachusetts Cultural Council 
(MCC), now under the leadership of Michael J. Bob-
bitt, might consider issuing a Request for Proposal 
to local artists for a project grant under its Cultural 
Investment Portfolio.  This would pave the way for the 
Dorchester Arts Collaborative and the Dorchester 
Art Project to seek funding for neighborhood artists 
in repurposing the old sign letters and to become 
agents of MCC’s core principles. 

– David J. Stokle
Dorchester 

Let’s look at project grants
for repurpose of  Baker letters

As 2021 fades away, musings about 2022

St. Brendan Church dedication, Sun., November 5, 1933.

If you are a person of faith— or just one of good-
will— may we respectfully ask that you offer up some 
kind thoughts about one of our longtime colleagues 
here at the Reporter. Barbara McDonough, 86, who 
worked at the Reporter from our earliest days in 
1983 until her retirement in 2015, is in poor health. 

Barbara, as longtime readers of the Reporter know, 
tracked the births and the deaths of our community 
for much of her career in newspapering. She kept 
a hard-copy desktop calendar with the birth dates 
of everyone she knew in her world, which centered 
around the parishes and hills of her adopted home, 
Dorchester. 

It was Barbara— or ”Bubbles,” as she was known 
to many friends— who filed the weekly “Bubbles 
Birthdays and Special Occasions” column; she also 
compiled our death notices and tracked civic meetings 
for the “Neighborhood Notables” section. She and her 
husband Vincent “Vinnie” McDonough, were fixtures 
at civic events in Dorchester for a half-century, well 
before the Reporter’s first edition. 

As we wrote the week that she retired: “What 
most people do not know is that Barbara has been 
instrumental in helping to run the Reporter in many 
ways over the last three decades. Barbara has been 
the cheerful face that greeted visitors to our old office 
on Neponset Avenue, and, for the last 15 years now, 
on Columbia Point. 

“In the mornings, hers was the voice that greeted 
callers who phoned into the paper. Barbara was the 
person who called parish rectories and principals’ 
offices and police stations seeking details about 
Mass schedules and honor rolls and public safety 
meetings.”

Her weekly column, “The View from Pope’s Hill,” 
was unlike any column you were likely to find in 
an American newspaper, circa 2010. It was more 
akin to a diary, a recounting of the daily life of a 
woman, a mom, a wife, a neighbor who shared the 
momentous and the mundane with equal zest and 
inquisitiveness. 

It would be folly to try and find a replacement for 
Barb. Truth be told, we never tried. In May 2020, we 
prevailed upon her to revise the “View” column for 
a Dorchester Day edition published in the throes of 
Covid-19. She shared the sad news of her “hubby’s” 
passing the year before, just days after they cele-
brated their 59th wedding anniversary. She showered 
praise on friends and neighbors who’d been looking 
after her, particularly her daughter Sue, who has 
been her rock for many years.

Sadly, Barb suffered a stroke this past summer 
and has since been living in a long-term care facility 
in Quincy. She has been in worsening condition in 
recent days and her family is now preparing to say 
their goodbyes.

For our part, we hope that she will know that 
her diligent efforts to chronicle this neighborhood 
through our pages over the years is not forgotten. 
In fact, we are frequently asked about her return.

Each of Barbara’s columns was accompanied with 
a stanza of poetry or a verse of song. It is most fit-
ting, then to close with one Barb chose from her last 
Christmas column in December 2015: 

Every gift which is given, 
Even though it be small, 

Is, in reality, great, 
If it is given with affection.” 

by Pendar

                                                 -Bill Forry

A prayer for a  
devoted journalist



December 23, 2021  	 THE REPORTER        	 Page 9dotnews.com

(Continued from page 1)

Online  
Winter  
Session

Online Winter Session  
starts January 3 
Make the most of your time this winter! 
Bunker Hill Community College offers an 
Online Winter Session that allows you to 
start and finish a course in three weeks.

Online Winter Session courses are a cost- 
effective way to further your education–
whether you’re looking to begin a new 
degree, catch up on classes you’ve missed, 
or stay on track with your degree.

Flexible, Affordable,  
and Convenient
•  Winter Session courses cost only  

$220/credit for Massachusetts residents.
•  Courses are web-based with no  

scheduled face-to-face or virtual meetings.
•  Course materials are fully online and  

students complete coursework according 
to a syllabus provided by the instructor. 

You don’t have to be a current BHCC 
student to take a Winter Session course. 
Guest Students are welcome to enroll in 
Online Winter Session courses at BHCC.

Complete a course 
in 3 weeks!
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announced the city’s 
first confirmed cases of 
the Omicron variant of 
Covid-19, in three young 
adults over the age of 18 
who were not vaccinated 
and experienced mild 
disease without needing 
to be hospitalized.

“This step will help 
increase our vaccina-
tion numbers, which we 
know is the best way 
to keep our community 
safe and thriving,” Wu 
said. “Although Boston’s 
vaccination rates have 
been high, we continue to 
see serious disparities by 
race and by age, allowing 
Omicron and other new 
variants to spread in our 
communities. Vaccines 
are the most powerful 
tool in fighting this pan-
demic, once again, and 
they’re the most pow-
erful tool to allow us to 
recover as a city and to 
truly be together.”

BPHC Executive Di-
rector Dr. Bisola Ojikutu 
said the number of coro-
navirus cases in Boston 
has increased almost 90 
percent compared to two 
weeks ago, with the city 
now averaging 369 new 
cases a day. She said 
hospital resources are 
“stretched thin” and that 
an estimated two-thirds 
of those hospitalized 
with Covid in the city 
are unvaccinated.

Ojikutu, who issued 
the  order establishing 
the proof-of-vaccine pol-
icy,  projected that the 
city’s case numbers will 
“rise significantly” in 
January based on the 
Omicron variant’s trans-
missibility.

Under Boston’s policy 
for indoor dining, fitness, 
and entertainment es-
tablishments, dubbed 
the “B Together” initia-
tive, workers and pa-
trons age 12 and up will 
be required to show proof 
of at least one dose of a 
vaccine starting Jan. 15.

Proof of full vaccina-
tion – acceptable forms 
include the CDC vacci-
nation card, a photo of 
the card, “any official 
immunization record 
or digital image from 
a pharmacy or health 
care provider, or on any 
COVID-19 vaccine ver-
ification app” – will be 
required for those 12 and 
up as of Feb. 15.

For children age 5-11, 
the youngest age group 
for which shots are cur-
rently authorized, proof 
of a first dose will be 
required as of March 1, 
with full vaccination re-
quired starting the first 
day of May.

In August, Acting May-
or Kim Janey imposed a 
rule requiring the city’s 
18,000 workers to get 
vaccinated or submit to 
weekly testing. Wu said 
on Monday that the city 
will drop the testing 
option “along the same 
timeline” as the new 
proof-of-vaccination re-
quirement, with a first 

dose by Jan. 15, and a 
second shot a month 
later.

Boston officials said 
the city plans to create its 
own proof-of-vaccination 
app, modeled after the 
app in New York City. 
Wu said she has been 
in touch with New York 
officials, where a similar 
vaccine requirement has 
been in place for months.

“Indoor vaccine man-
dates and mandates in 
general increase vacci-
nation rates,” Ojikutu 
said. “After New York 
City implemented its 
indoor vaccination man-
date, known as the Key to 
New York City program, 
citywide vaccinations 
increased by nine per-
cent in just one month, 
and the number of doses 
administered has risen 
steadily since the imple-
mentation.”

Ojikutu had to raise 
her voice during her re-
marks to be heard over 
protesters who arrived 
at City Hall while she 
was speaking. The group 
chanted, used whistles, 
and at one point sang the 
“The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” as officials described 
the new policy and their 
reasoning behind imple-
menting it.

“Welcome to the peo-
ple’s building,” Wu told 
the crowd of shouting 
demonstrators. “I just 
want to emphasize, there 
is nothing more Ameri-
can than coming togeth-
er to ensure that we are 
taking care of each other, 
that each and every one 
of our community mem-
bers is safe, is healthy 
and has access to the 
future and opportunities 
they deserve.”

A group called Boston 
First Responders Unit-
ed, which opposes vac-
cine mandates, criticized 
Wu’s policy ahead of her 
announcement, issuing 
what it described as “a 
call to action to our broth-
ers and sisters in all law 
enforcement unions.

“We especially remind 
our fellow members of 
law enforcement that 
civil rights and work-

er’s rights cannot be 
suspended, abridged, 
or revoked in America,” 
the group said in a state-
ment, which also said 
any ongoing contract 
negotiations should be 
suspended.

Wu said Boston offi-
cials are “in conversa-
tions with all of our city 
unions to proceed along 
all the processes that are 
required.” She said more 
than 90 percent of the 
city’s workforce is fully 
vaccinated and that she 
is “confident that that 
number will continue to 
grow as we host on-site 
clinics in partnership 
with each of our depart-
ments.”

Sen. Will Brownsberg-
er, a Belmont Democrat 
whose district includes 
parts of Boston, was 
on hand for Wu’s press 
conference, as was City 
Councilor Lydia Ed-
wards, a candidate for 
an open state Senate 
seat. On Twitter, House 
Ways and Means Chair-
man Aaron Michlewitz, 
a North End Democrat, 
called the vaccine-proof 
requirement “a bold and 
necessary step for many 
of us to feel safe when 
going out and dining out 
in Boston.”

Republican guberna-
torial candidate Geoff 
Diehl, meanwhile, called 
the policies “clear viola-
tions of the civil rights 
of anyone who lives in, 
works in, or travels to 
the city” and said they 
“will make it even more 
difficult for Boston’s 
economy to recover from 
the pandemic.”

Diehl’s campaign also 
distributed a photo of 
him inside Boston City 
Hall, saying it was “tak-
en this morning during 
the Boston First Re-
sponders’ Rally.”

The Boston Public 
Health Commission or-
der, which it says will 
remain in effect until 
the executive director 
rescinds it, calls for “all 
reasonable efforts” to be 
made “to secure volun-
tary compliance,” includ-
ing outreach, education 

and written warnings. 
It also allows for fines of 
$300 per violation “and 
orders of the BPHC to 
cease and desist.”

Christopher Carlozzi, 
state director for the 
National Federation of 
Independent Business-
es, called it unfortunate 
that “private businesses 
are being placed in the 
unenviable position of 
having to enforce anoth-
er government health 
directive.

“City officials should 
take every step imagin-
able to ensure consumers 
know this is a city policy, 
and are aware business 
owners and their work-
ers are simply being 
forced to abide by these 
latest rules,” he said.

Boston’s planned out-
reach and support efforts 
for businesses include 
a series of webinars 
and what Wu’s office 
described as “a weeks-
long campaign to educate 
residents and businesses 
about the new policy, 
utilizing city outreach 
workers and inspectional 
services.”

Temple Gill of the Hun-
tington Theatre Compa-
ny, an organization that 
requires vaccines for its 
staff and artists and has 
been checking its patrons 
for proof of vaccination or 
a negative test, said the 
new city policy “means 
that arts organizations 
don’t have to shoulder 
the responsibility of 
these decisions alone.”

According to the may-
or’s office, 68 percent of 
Boston residents were 
fully vaccinated as of 
Dec. 14, and 79 percent 
had received at least 
one dose. On Tuesday, 
Gov. Baker activated up 
to 500 National Guard 
personnel to help staff 
health care facilities. 
Up to 300 members will 
begin training this week 
to support 55 acute care 
hospitals and 12 ambu-
lance service providers. 

This story was first 
published by WBUR 
90.9FM, which has a 
media partnership with 
the Reporter.

Wu moves on vaccine front: Passports 
for indoor venues beginning Jan. 15
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By Seth Daniel
Reporter Correspondent

Accordia Partners 
kicked off another chap-
ter in the already four-
year process to plan and 
permit Columbia Point’s 
Dorchester Bay City 
(DBC) with an online 
meeting last Wednes-
day. Despite recently 
unveiled changes to 
earlier proposals, the 
conversation, which in-
volved more than 25 
attendees, showed that 
some neighbors are still 
not satisfied with the 
development program or 
the ambitious meeting 
schedule that is set to 
begin in January.

The development 
team’s new plans, which 
were unveiled last week 
in the Reporter, followed 
the filing of amended 
plans with the Boston 
Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) 
that included the pro-
posed acquisition of the 
Boston Teacher’s Union 
(BTU) property along 
with several updates in 
response to neighbor-
hood input from earlier 
review meetings this 
year.

During nearly three 
hours of discussion, Ac-
cordia and the BPDA 
staged the first public 
meeting to feature neigh-
borhood input, and while 
there was appreciation 
from residents, there 

also were no standing 
ovations for the amended 
plans.

“We’re excited to be 
back before you again,” 
said Accordia’s Kirk 
Sykes. “This is a kick-off, 
really, and a continua-
tion of the dialog that’s 
been ongoing on for sev-
eral years. But also, it’s 
a follow-up to meetings 
that took place last fall…
This is a ‘wow’ site. It’s 
literally America’s most 
transit-accessible beach, 
bay, HarborWalk, and 

park combination site.”
In a one-hour presen-

tation, Sykes highlight-
ed some of the changes 
- including the increase 
to 15 percent affordable 
housing (up from the re-
quired 13 percent), mak-
ing better connections 
to Day Boulevard and 
Harbor Point, adding a 
splashy entrance point at 
the corner of Morrissey 
and Mt. Vernon, and 
re-designing the project 
as a series of “Green 
Gloves” leading “from 

the T to the sea.”
The nuts and bolts of 

the changes have now 
made the initiative a 
15-year, five-phase de-
velopment plan with 
4.3 million square feet 
of office, research, and 
lab space (75 percent 
of the development), 
1,970 residential units 
to include 296 affordable 
units at 60 percent AMI, 
and 165,000 square feet 
of ground retail space.

Some 40 percent of the 
developed site will now 

be open space, including 
large portions at the 
waterfront to connect 
Mt. Vernon Street and 
Morrissey and Day bou-
levards. Compared to 
previous plans, the addi-
tion of the BTU property 
has added 10,000 square 
feet of retail, 230 hous-
ing units, and 400,000 
square feet of office/lab 
space.

For all that, several 
remote attendees said 
the refined plans with 
modern buildings re-

minded them of the 
Seaport, which in many 
Boston neighborhood 
circles has come to stand 
for bad design and social 
exclusion.

“We don’t want to build 
another Seaport here,” 
said Dan Webber. “I 
don’t want asphalt and 
concrete and a parking 
lot, and I believe that has 
to go. I am for the density 
here, but if you’re saying 
that this isn’t going to 
create a lot of individual 
car and vehicular traffic 
demand, you’d be crazy. 
The Seaport created 
more demand than they 
thought, and the Silver 
Line wasn’t enough…
This is an opportunity to 
do something different.”

For her part, Caroline 
Chou said she sees the 
plans as another exclu-
sive neighborhood not 
built for the existing 
people of Dorchester. “I 
don’t understand how 
this is different from 
the Seaport,” she said. 
“I don’t understand how 
it demonstrates that it 
will create equity and not 
just another segregated, 
wealthy neighborhood 
that also cuts off our 
communities from public 
space that is currently 
used by a very diverse 
group of people.”

Sykes had said from 
the outset that DBC is 
striving to be the most 
inclusive community 

(Continued next page)
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Latest Bay City plan gets mixed reviews at kick-off  meeting

A view of the latest plans for Dorchester Bay City looking from the waterfront inward. Part of the new 
design, which now includes the Boston Teacher’s Union property, shows a green boardwalk to lead 
people “from the T to the sea.” 	 Rendering courtesy of Accordia Partners
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	 Buyer 	 Seller 	 Address 		  Date 	 Price

Hosea, James		  Clegg FT	 Clegg, Francis X	 16 Flavia St	 Dorchester	 11/23/21	 590,000
Fitzgerald, Mary		  Byrne, Martin	 Ohara, Kristin	 1 Shenandoah St	 Dorchester	 11/19/21	 1,150,000
Daled Properties LLC		  Fairfield Boston Apt LP		  7-9 Wildwood St	 Dorchester	 11/22/21	 3,759,253
Daled Properties LLC		  Fairfield Boston Apt LP		  15 Wildwood St	 Dorchester	 11/22/21	 3,759,253
Mulkern, Brian S	 Mulkern, Brendan F	 Munroe, Sean P	 Munroe, Karen M	 11 Chelmsford St	 Dorchester	 09/30/21	 975,000
Corcoran, Joseph J	 Pinto, Kyara N	 Larosa, Dyan K		  39 Glide St	 Dorchester	 11/23/21	 800,000
Daled Properties LLC		  Fairfield Boston Apt LP		  8 Hiawatha Rd	 Mattapan	 11/22/21	 3,759,253
Daled Properties LLC		  Fairfield Boston Apt LP		  41 Hiawatha Rd	 Mattapan	 11/22/21	 3,759,253
Johnson, Delseana	 Bodden, Kysha	 Quinonez, Enrique		  40 Alabama St	 Mattapan	 10/19/21	 600,000
Doan Property Mgmt Inc		  Olejnik, Karolina		  1103 Morton St	 Mattapan	 10/06/21	 700,000
Villar, Aida D		  Bly, Valerie		  85-87 Greenfield Rd	 Mattapan	 11/17/21	 725,000
Auguste, Leopole	 Joseph, Lucrecia	 Joseph, Edward F	 Joseph, Marie D	 139 Lorna Rd	 Mattapan	 11/22/21	 240,000
Norton, Michael P		  Kassim, Adam M	 Jones, Gregory A	 30 Cushing Ave #1	 Dorchester	 11/19/21	 449,900
Bergeron, Laura		  81 Homes Ave LLC		  81 Homes Ave #2	 Dorchester	 11/19/21	 605,000
Glavey, Emily J		  Dostal, Hillary		  193 Hamilton St #1	 Dorchester	 11/17/21	 469,000
Goldsmith, Francisca		  Detmold, Hillary K		  54 Percival St #2	 Dorchester	 11/22/21	 410,000
Nastasia, Christopher A	 Nastasia, Roseanna	 Piccinin, Kevin		  16 Chelmsford St #3	 Dorchester	 10/13/21	 560,000
Guinee, William J		  Servino, Sarah		  29 Gibson St #2L	 Dorchester	 11/23/21	 360,000
Mulcare, Casey G	 Gleason, Taylor R	 Patel, Sheryl G		  38 Rosemont St #1	 Dorchester	 11/17/21	 550,000
Otto, Megan		  Jacobson, Morgan	 Cann, Jenna	 863 Adams St #863	 Dorchester	 11/19/21	 680,000
Kisonas, Adrianne L		  Parkin, Christopher		  6 Ashmont St #3	 Dorchester	 11/23/21	 635,000
Kiernan, Julia C		  Moniri FT	 Moniri, Abraham R	 186 Grampian Way #1	 Dorchester	 11/18/21	 1,425,000
Murdock, Elizabeth K		  Cleveland, Kaitlyn G	 Cleveland, William F	 60 Roslin St #2	 Dorchester	 11/18/21	 707,000
Daled Properties LLC		  Fairfield Boston Apt LP		  95 Wildwood St	 Dorchester	 11/22/21	 3,759,253
Daled Properties LLC		  Fairfield Boston Apt LP		  101 Wildwood St	 Dorchester	 11/22/21	 3,759,253
Emma, Christopher E	 Dean, Kristin S	 Popes Hill LLC		  485 Ashmont St #5	 Dorchester	 11/23/21	 912,000

around, and he indicated 
that his team is working 
with Harbor Point and 
do not have any “fences” 
on their development to 
keep people out.

“Our goal is to have 
DBC be the most in-
clusive project done in 
America, not just Bos-
ton,” he said at the out-
set, promoting the job 
training programs and 
job opportunities that 
would come with the 
project’s majority office/
lab space.

Dorchester resident 
Eileen Boyle challenged 
that notion when she 
asked about the afford-
able housing piece and 
learned that some of it 
will be rentals on-site 
and some will be rentals 
off-site and that owner-
ship opportunities would 
come from a $10 million 
donation to Massachu-
setts Affordable Housing 
Alliance (MAHA) for 
downpayment assis-
tance on properties not 
part of DBC.

“That’s a problem,” she 
said. “I think 296 units is 
an insult when you have 
close to 2,000 units. I 
just want to tell UMass 
I’m upset with them for 
starting this whole proj-
ect. I really didn’t want 
to see another Seaport 
by our beach. The beach 
will be destroyed… we’re 
going to let the rich 
live down here and you 
working people will go 
live somewhere else. 
That’s what this [plan] 

is telling us.”
Neighbor Elizabeth 

Doyle said she applaud-
ed a good deal of the pro-
gram, but wanted more 
details and numbers 
about whom the project 
would benefit.

“I applaud the jobs and 
the community benefits, 
but as we move forward, 
we need to see real 
numbers like how many 
jobs and where will the 
workers be from,” she 
said. “We need to start 
getting into the details 
that are important.”

Several members of 
the community were also 
unhappy with the pace of 
the review meetings set 
for this coming winter 
that calls for four topical 
meetings in January and 
February.

“You’re burning folks 
out and pushing this 
pace in a way that is dis-
respectful to the commu-
nity,” said George Lee.

The BPDA’s project 
manager, Aisling Kerr, 
said they worked out 
the schedule with elect-
ed officials, community 
stakeholders, and the 
developer, and were 
“very comfortable” with 
it, signaling it probably 
wouldn’t change.

Don Walsh, of the 
Columbia Savin Hill 
Civic Association and a 
member of the DBC Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee (CAC), said, “I’m 
a supporter of the project 
and I’m a supporter of 
Accordia, but I’ve got 

some gripes about the 
process. This is not the 
way it should be.”

He also pointed out 
that DBC is just one of 
several developments 
that account for more 
than 10,000 units of 
new construction that is 
either complete, or being 
built, or being planned in 
that area of Dorchester. 
He warned that more 
attention needed to be 
paid to that aspect.

Accordia’s Dick Gal-
vin said DBC’s traf-
fic planning group is 
working with a city/
state task force and 
they are accounting for 
that 10,000-unit number 
Walsh referred to, which 
was apparently news to a 
lot of the attendees.

The project is not with-
out its strong supporters, 
though, as many of the 
unions and their local 
members from Dorches-
ter spoke in succession 
about the fact that they 
would like to see this 
project built to improve 
the community and put 
local people to work.

Raheem Shepard, of 
the Carpenter’s Union, 
said he lives in Hyde 
Park and grew up in 
the St. Mark’s area of 
Dorchester, and that it 
was projects like this 
that got him into the 
Carpenter’s Union – his 
ticket to homeownership 
and the middle class.

“We do have more than 
100 members that live in 
Dorchester and our office 

is less than one-quarter 
mile from the site,” he 
said. “Our office trains 
young men and women 
who would one day be 
a part of this project…
Boston is changing and 
without the Carpenter’s 
Union, I wouldn’t be a 
homeowner. These jobs 
are the gateway to the 
middle class for our res-
idents.”

The upcoming online 
meeting schedule begins 
in January as follows:

•Jan. 10, 6 p.m.: 
Transportation, Infra-
structure Sustainability 
and Resiliency.

•Jan. 20, 6 p.m.: Hous-
ing and Economic Devel-
opment.

•Jan. 31, 6 p.m.: In-

clusive Public Realm Im-
provements and Place-
making.

•Feb. 17, 6 p.m.: Urban 
Design and Open Space.

Some of the communi-
ty benefit commitments 
offered at the Dec. 15 
meeting include:

•15 percent affordable 
housing on-site and off-
site at 60 percent AMI.

•$10 million contribu-
tion to MAHA for down-
payment assistance on 
homes in communities 
of color.

•$57.9 million in link-
age fee payments to sup-
port affordable housing 
projects in surrounding 
areas.

•15.4 acres of publicly 
accessible open space.

•12,500 square feet for 
community and cultural 
facilities.

•$4.5 million for an 
economic development 
fund to help existing 
businesses get into the 
door of DBC retail op-
portunities.

•$8.5 million for off-
site resiliency solutions 
on Columbia Point, and 
$5 million for flood pro-
tection along the neigh-
boring Harbor Point 
Apartments community.

•$26.7 million to de-
sign, permit, fund, and/
or construct transpor-
tation infrastructure, 
with $17.7 million of 
that paid during Phase 
1 to advance design and 
permitting.
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Prices exclude, doc fee, sales tax and registration. Offers only available on in-stock vehicles. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Excludes prior sales. APR offers available to qualified buyers. See dealer for details. Expires 12/31/21.

Herb Chambers Honda in Boston
720 Morrissey Boulevard
Dorchester, MA 02122
(617) 731-0100
HerbChambersHondainBoston.com

Stk# BH23574, 2 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 74,105 mi. Stk# BH79261A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 35,910 mi.

Stk# BH79357A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 38,998 mi.

Stk# BH79314A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 27,615 mi. Stk# BH79345A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 40,644 mi.

Stk# BH23649A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 11,202 mi. Stk# BH79303A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 14,290 mi. Stk# BH79499A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 10,728 mi.

2015 Honda

CR-Z
2019 Honda

Civic SPORT

2020 Honda

HR-V EX

2020 Honda

Accord SPORT

2018 Honda

Pilot LX

2021 Honda

HR-V SPORT

2019 Honda

CR-V EX-L

2020 Honda

Accord SPORT

$14,899 $23,898

$29,998

$27,998 $27,998

$30,998 $31,998 $33,998

SALES:   Monday-Thursday 8:30am–8pm, Friday-Saturday 8:30am–6pm; Sunday 11am–5pm

SERVICE:   Monday -Thursday 7:00am-7:00pm, Friday 7:00am-6:00pm, Saturday 8:00am-5:00pm, Sunday: Closed

Herb Chambers

Buy for Buy for

Buy for

Buy for Buy for

Buy for Buy for Buy for

OUR SIZE IS YOUR POWER.

The best deals and  trade-in values
35 brands Thousands of  vehicles Superior technicians

HERBCHAMBERS.COM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

2008 Honda Fit .............................................................$5,998
Stk# BH23602, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 117,756 mi.
2005 Toyota Camry LE..................................................$9,998
Stk# BH23683, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 57,474 mi.
2013 Nissan Rogue S ...................................................$11,998
Stk# BH79428A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 92,418 mi.
2014 Chevrolet Cruze LS ..............................................$11,998
Stk# BH79399A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 74,940 mi.
2011 Honda Civic LX ....................................................$12,998
Stk# BH23594A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 100,644 mi.
2015 Ford Focus SE .....................................................$13,998
Stk# BH23645, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 47,320 mi.
2016 Ford Fiesta SE .....................................................$13,998
Stk# BH23647A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 56,900 mi.
2015 Chevrolet Malibu LT.............................................$13,998
Stk# BH23579, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 87,106 mi.
2013 Honda Civic LX ....................................................$14,998
Stk# BH79482A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 76,601 mi.
2015 Honda Fit LX ........................................................$14,998
Stk# BH23593, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 46,285 mi.
2016 Chevrolet Malibu LT.............................................$15,998
Stk# BH79217B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 99,329 mi.

2018 Nissan Sentra SV ................................................$15,998
Stk# BH23317A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 52,731 mi.
2013 Subaru Crosstrek XV Premium ...........................$15,998
Stk# BH23689, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 89,443 mi.
2019 Ford Fiesta SE .....................................................$16,998
Stk# BH23643, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 66,085 mi.
2017 Mazda6 Touring ...................................................$16,998
Stk# BH78996B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 106,132 mi.

2013 Honda Accord LX ...................................................$17,998\
Stk# BH79486A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 30,981 mi.
2016 Toyota Camry SE .................................................$17,998
Stk# BH79478A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 98,604 mi.
2016 Chevrolet Volt LT ..................................................$17,998
Stk# BH23656A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 62,309 mi.
2014 Chevrolet Camaro LS ..........................................$17,998
Stk# BH23630, 2 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 46,382 mi.

2017 Ford Fiesta ST .....................................................$17,998
Stk# BH23629, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 59,922 mi.
2014 Nissan Murano Cross Cabriolet ..........................$17,998
Stk# BH23633, 2 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 74,397 mi.
2015 Nissan Pathfinder S ............................................$17,998
Stk# BH23688, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 100,688 mi.
2019 Ford Fiesta SE .....................................................$17,998
Stk# BH23642, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 14,290 mi.
2014 Kia Optima EX .....................................................$17,998
Stk# BH23653, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 82,764 mi.
2015 Mini Countryman S .............................................$17,998
Stk# BH23673, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 78,701 mi.
2012 Honda Pilot EX-L .................................................$18,898
Stk# BH79287A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 94,770 mi.
2019 Kia Forte S ...........................................................$18,898
Stk# BH23618, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 55,479 mi.
2017 Honda Fit LX ........................................................$18,998
Stk# BH79310B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 45,665 mi.
2013 Honda CR-V .........................................................$18,998
Stk# BH79557B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 75,186 mi.
2019 Honda CR-V LX ....................................................$29,998
Stk# BH79437A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 21,015 mi.

  BUY FOR

MILLIONS TO LEND
REGARDLESS OF CREDIT!

RETURN YOUR AMERICAN HONDA FINANCE 
LEASE HERE AND WE’LL CUT YOU A CHECK 

FOR THE EQUITY!

Honda in Boston’s Quality Used Cars

On All Certified Vehicles*
2.9% APR

Up To 60 Mos.

  BUY FOR   BUY FOR

  BUY FOR
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(Continued from page 1)

Dorchester Ornaments! 
Dorchester Trivets! 
Dorchester Books! 
House History Gift Certificates! 

Find the perfect Dorchester-themed gift  
at the Dorchester Historical Society’s 
On-Line Gift Shop 

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org/shop 

MEDFORD     NORWOOD     DORCHESTER     EVERETT     PLYMOUTH

Members Plus 
Home Equity Line 

To Do:

3.25% APR* 

No Closing Costs   12-Year Draw

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate subject to change without notice. Variable rate based on Prime Rate as published by the Wall Street Journal. As of August 15, 2021, the Prime Rate is 
3.25%. 12-year draw, 8-year repayment. Best rate requires a new HELOC application, loan-to-value (LTV) of 80% or less and strong creditworthiness. Properties held in trust may require 
additional fees. Early termination fee of $400 applies for lines of credit closed within first 36 months. Requires property insurance. NMLS #472281

Done:

Use Your Home for The CASH You Need – Today!

Apply FAST at memberspluscu.org 

Take a Vacation

Replace Windows

Debt Consolidation

Pay Tuition

Boys & Girls Clubs honor ‘father figure’  
Bruce Seals with memorial ceremony

“Far more import-
ant than basketball for 
Bruce was his mentoring 
and being a role model 
to the kids at the club,” 
Scannell said. “When I 
think of Bruce, I think 
of him simultaneously 
crouching down to com-
fort a crying toddler and 
mentoring a teen who 
may have been making 
wrong decisions that 
day. He really cared. He 
always said, ‘I’m never 
leaving here.’”

Wu presented Seals 
family members with 
a posthumous citation 
from the City of Boston 
that cited his’ “lifetime 
of mentorship and dedi-
cation to fostering youth 
to be the next generation 
committed to service.”

Added Wu: “In his 
passing, Boston lost a 
great champion of chil-
dren, but continues to 
gain the legacy of his 
work in the next gener-
ation he fostered. From 
the city of Boston, we 
honor your life’s work 
and dedication to our 
youth as a model of cit-
izenship everywhere.”

Later, she said, “It’s 
incredible to see so many 
people come together 
tonight to celebrate 
Bruce’s life and legacy. 
He was a fixture for 30 
years at the Boys & Girls 

Club, and has changed 
thousands of lives, has 
opened doors, and con-
tinues to live on in so 
many of our community 
members of Boston. He 
not only taught athletic 
fundamentals—he also 
served as a father figure 
to so many.”

John Karalis, a former 
player on the Emerson 
basketball team that 
Seals coached for 17 
years, offered his own 
tribute. 

“I wanted to speak from 
the heart, because that’s 
where Bruce is for me,” 
Karalis said. “He taught 
me so many things off the 
court. Bruce connected 
with people. He became 
part of their lives. What 
we have here is someone 
who has achieved a level 
of immortality because 
he lives on through all 
the people he’s touched. 
The kids that he has 
worked with and men-
tored are going to turn 
around and do the same 
for others. That is a true 
legacy.”

Karalis said that he 
and his former team-
mates have contributed 
to a scholarship fund that 
has been set up in Seals’s 
name to benefit mem-
bers of the Dorchester 
club “because we knew 
how much this meant to 
Bruce. The only way we 

could properly honor his 
legacy is to continue the 
work that he did here.”

Max Barbosa, a BGCD 
alumnus who now works 
at the club, remembered 
Seals as a “friend, a men-
tor, a father figure, and 
somebody I had a lot of 
love for.”

Seals’s children, De-
nitra Seals and Bruce 
Seals, were on hand 
and spoke about his love 
for the neighborhood 
that became his adopted 
home.

“My dad worked here 
for 30 years,” Denitra 
said. “That’s a very long 
time. There aren’t that 

many organizations that 
have this many employ-
ees that stay this long. It 
is truly a blessing and I 
would like to say that he 
enjoyed every moment 
here. He loved coming 
to work. It’s a blessing to 
be able to see this orga-
nization—many, many 
thousands of people— 
reciprocating this love 
back. It speaks volumes.”

Bruce Seals, who died 
last December, was a 
fixture at the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Dorches-
ter for three decades. 

Bill Forry photo
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By Matt Murphy 
State House
News Service

The election last 
month of Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu showed what 
is possible for Asian 
Americans as they be-
come a more active and 
influential bloc in Mas-
sachusetts, but, elected 
officials and advocates 
for the community said 
last week, more must be 
done to improve repre-
sentation at all levels of 
government and fight 
racism and attitudes of 
“perpetual foreignness.”

Wu, the daughter of 
Taiwanese immigrants, 
is the first woman and 
first person of color to 
be elected to lead the 
city of Boston. Her 
position at the top of 
city government, how-
ever, is a rarity across 
Massachusetts, where, 
despite representing 
the fastest growing ra-
cial group in the state, 
Asian Americans are 
underrepresented on 
Beacon Hill, in munici-

pal government, and in 
schools.

The Boston Founda-
tion hosted an online 
discussion last Wednes-
day about how to build 

the civic power of Asian 
Americans and Pacific 
Islanders (AAPI), turn-
ing to elected officials, 
community organizers, 
and leaders of the foun-

dation’s Asian Commu-
nity Fund for advice and 
insight.

Wu, in a message 
taped for attendees, said 
gentrification threatens 
to displace many in the 
Asian community in 
Boston, and the ongoing 
pandemic that has been 
“politicized” against 
Asian Americans has 
led to “targeted, hateful, 
senseless violence. We 
must come together to 
address these and many 
other issues that are 
impacting our commu-
nities,” she added.

Anne Calef, of Boston 
Indicators, said that the 
Asian American popula-
tion in Greater Boston 
over the last 30 years 
has grown by 277,409, 
making it the fastest 
growing single racial 
group in the city and the 
region and trailing only 
Latinos in terms of total 
new residents.

Growth has been par-
ticularly strong in the 
suburbs of Boston, Calef 
said, where Asian Amer-
icans now account for 
more than 30 percent of 
the population in plac-
es like Lexington and 
Quincy. In Braintree, 
the town has seen a 
151 percent increase in 
AAPI population over 
the last decade.

Calef, however, said 
Asian Americans con-
tinue to be underrep-
resented in municipal 
government, particular-
ly in schools. In Quincy, 
for instance, 41 percent 
of students but only 5 
percent of teachers are 
Asian American.

The AAPI communi-
ty also now accounts 
for some 7.2 percent of 
the state population, 
but only 4.5 percent of 
the Legislature, where 
there are eight House 
members and one sena-
tor who identify as Asian 
American.

Paul Watanabe, a 
UMass Boston political 
science professor and di-
rector of the Institute for 
Asian American Stud-
ies, said a national poll 
conducted last spring 
found that 42 percent 
of Americans cannot 
name a single promi-
nent Asian American.

“In Boston, I would 
suggest that now with 
the election of Michelle 
Wu, unless you’re under 
a rock or something, you 
can probably name a 
prominent Asian Ameri-
can and that’s the mayor 
of the city of Boston,” 
Watanabe said.

Watanabe said a “sin-
gular” way to empower 
the Asian American 
community would be to 
allow non-citizen res-
idents to vote in local 
elections, a step the 
New York City Council 
took this month. Voter 
registration require-
ments and the lack of 
availability of bilingual 
ballots are also barriers 
to political participa-
tion, he said.

“In order to overcome 
the historic invisibility 
of AAPI communities, 
we need to build power, 
and this means not only 
expanding our represen-
tation in state and mu-
nicipal leadership, but 
also sharing power, spe-
cifically broadening the 
base of residents who 
are involved in grass-
roots organizing and 
political engagement,” 
said Danielle Kim, the 
former director of public 
policy at the United Way 
of Massachusetts Bay 
and Merrimack Valley, 
who is now director of 
The Boston Founda-
tion’s Asian Community 
Fund.

A graduate of Smith 
College, Kim earned a 
Fulbright Fellowship in 
South Korea and worked 
in the New Jersey leg-
islature before coming 
to the Boston area to 
earn a master’s degree 
from Harvard Graduate 
School of Education. She 
then spent four years at 
Boston After School & 
Beyond, overseeing pol-
icy and communications 
for the organization.

Rep. Vanna Howard, 
a first-term Cambodi-
an representative from 
Lowell, credited her suc-
cess to her willingness 
to be in the community 
and to listen. “I devoted 
basically, simply my 
shoe leather to the com-
munity,” she said. “I’m 
here. I’m accessible. I 
always listen.”

DUCTLESS mini-split a/c & heat pump
Installation, sales & service

DUFFY
ASPHALT SHINGLES • RUBBER ROOFING

• COPPER WORK • SLATE • GUTTERS  
• CHIMNEYS

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

Carpentry, Roofing, Painting 
		  Gutters, Masonry 
		  Decks & Porches
		  Windows & Doors

Kerry Construction, Inc.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

BY CAPITAL 

Bath Mo.com 

• No Down Payments!
• No Interest for 1 Year!
• Payments as Low as
$89 per month!
• Plus Extra Savings of $1200
on your Dream Bath! 

617-925-9733

COME 
VISIT 
OUR 

SHOWROOM 
3 Norwood St., Dorchester 

CERTIFIED INSTALLERS- Roofing• Siding• Custom Decking 
Masonry• Painting• Windows• Doors• Skylights 

FULLY INSURED 617-231-9794 FREE ESTIMATES 
capitalconstructioncontracting.com • WE OFFER FINANCING! 

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL -  TODDLER  

7:30-5:30

617-265-2665
email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester  	 Lic. #291031

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Docket No. SU21P2527EA
ESTATE OF:

BRIAN GERALD BURNS
DATE OF DEATH: 03/04/2021

SUFFOLK DIVISION
To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
James B. Burns of Chelmsford, MA, a Will 
has been admitted to informal probate.  
James B. Burns of Chelmsford, MA has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration from the 
Personal Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.

Published: December 23, 2021

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU21D1362DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
JULIAN M. DUNCAN

vs.
GRETHLYN I. CHARLES

a/k/a GRETHLYN I. DUNCAN
To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 
Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. An  
Automatic Restraining Order has been 
entered in this matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would negatively 
impact the current financial status of 
either party. SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Timothy J. Bir-
mingham, Esq., Law Office of Timothy J. 
Birmingham, 100 Smith Place, Cambridge, 
MA 02138-1008 your answer, if any, on 
or before 01/27/2022. If you fail to do so, 
the court will proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 1, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: December 23, 2021

LEGAL NOTICES

The topic: How to build Asian American
influence in Massachusetts civic affairs?

The Boston Little Saigon cultural district hosted its inaugural gala on Sat., Dec. 
11 at IBEW Local 103 Hall in Dorchester. Mayor Michelle Wu and Councillor 
Frank Baker, both instrumental supporters in getting the Fields Corner area 
designated as a state-funded cultural district, were on hand as special guests. 
The event included dinner and performances. More info about the event and 
the organization can be found at bostonlittlesaigon.org. 

Photo courtesy of the Mayor’s Office/Isabel Leon
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By Dr. Edward 
Schettino

As 2021 draws to a 
close, I hope your year 
has been filled with 
the never-ending joys 
of having pets in your 
home. As we all know, pet 
ownership can be equally 
as challenging as it is 
rewarding, and if there 
is one thing that I can 
convey to pet owners in 
this monthly column, it’s 
that you are not alone!

Whether you’ve had 
pets throughout your 
life, or if this is your 
first time with a furry 
family member, there 
will inevitably come a 
time when you may need 
support.  That’s why 
organizations like the 
Animal Rescue League of 
Boston (ARL) offer many 
resources, including this 
column, to help both pets 
and their owners thrive. 

To start your new year 
off on the right paw, here 
are the top 5 tips we’ve 
shared with you in 2021:

Prioritize Your Pet’s 
Dental Hygiene. This 
area of pet care has be-
come more emphasized 
in recent years. Just like 
in humans, neglecting 
our pet’s teeth can lead 
to periodontal disease 
which can have many 
health impacts beyond 
teeth and gums, such as 
blood or bone infection, 

diabetes, high blood 
pressure, among others.

Poison Prevention 
is Paramount. There 
are many things in and 
around the home that 
may be poisonous to pets. 
Certain foods, sweet 
treats, and flowers can 
be harmful to animals, 
so it’s critical to not only 
keep our pets away from 
these items, but also to 
know what to do if they 
are ingested.  If you 
suspect your pet has in-
gested something poison-
ous, contact the ASPCA 
Poison Control Hotline 
which can be reached at 

(888) 426-4435.
Curb Pet Anxiety. 

Our pets have gotten 
used to us being home 
more often, but as we 
head back into the of-
fice, many owners have 
noticed an increase in 
nervous or destructive 
behavior from their cats 
and dogs.  If you have 
observed similar chang-
es in your pet, contact 
ARL’s FREE Pet Behav-
ior Helpline by calling 
(617) 226-5666 or email 
behaviorhelpline@arl-
boston.org. 

Prepare for the Un-
expected. It’s important 

to have a plan in the 
event of fire, natural 
disaster, or other life-al-
tering situations. Be 
sure to include your pets 
safety in the planning 
process, and keep an 
emergency kit at hand, 
complete with a recent 
photograph, microchip 
information, medica-
tions, toys/treats, leash/
harness, and a one-
week’s supply of food 
and water.

Never Leave Your 
Pet Alone in a Hot 
Car.  ARL’s annual Too 
Hot for Spot® summer 
safety campaign reminds 
pet owners of the dangers 
of leaving an animal in a 
hot vehicle, even with the 
windows cracked.  A car’s 
inside temperate can 
rise to deadly levels in a 
matter of minutes.  Not 
only is it dangerous, it’s 
also illegal in Massachu-
setts.  This is also true in 
winter months when the 
low temperatures can be 
life-threatening as well.  
When it doubt, keep your 
pet at home.

Visit arlboston.org for 
more tips, or to revisit 
any of the topics covered 
in this year’s A Moment 
of Paws column.  

Thank you for inviting 
me into your family, and 
I look forward to bringing 
you more pet health and 
safety topics in 2022. 

Until then, I wish you 
and all of your furry, and 
feathered family mem-
bers Happy Holidays and 
a Happy New Year!

Dr. Edward Schettino 
is the president and CEO 

of the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston. He 
has a doctorate in Vet-
erinary Medicine from 
the Cummings School of 
Veterinary Medicine at 
Tufts University. 

Moment of Paws

The Top Tips of  2021
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COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU21P1801EA

ESTATE OF:
AYESHA MARIE JOHNSON

DATE OF DEATH: 07/28/2021
A   Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Reginald 
White of Dorchester, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/24/2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from 
the Personal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 13, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: December 23, 2021

LEGAL NOTICES
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU21P0344EA

ESTATE OF:
HOANG THAI NGUYEN

DATE OF DEATH: 11/22/2020
To all interested persons: 
A   Petition for S/A - Formal Adjudication 
of Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Hoa Thai 
Nyugen of Dorchester, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested in 
the Petition. The Petitioner requests that: 
Hang Le of Keller, TX   be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/27/2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 15, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: December 23, 2021

AUG 12 – JAN 2

 With new works by Barbara Kruger, and 
Mary Reid Kelley and Patrick Kelley

This exhibition is supported by the Robert Lehman Foundation, Fredericka and Howard Stevenson, and an 
indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities. Additional support is provided by an 
endowment grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
The Museum receives operating support from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. Lead Media Sponsor:  
The Boston Globe. Additional Media Sponsor: WBUR

The lead sponsors of Titian: Women,  
Myth & Power are: 

Amy and David Abrams 
The Richard C. von Hess Foundation
The presenting corporate sponsor is:

ISGM.ORG

The Female Figure. The Male Gaze.  
A Contemporary Lens.

Escape The Ordinary
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to a new train station, a 
refreshed business com-
munity and the Sarah 
Greenwood School. City 
officials said the vacant 
lots have been dormant 
for 40 years and neigh-
bors recalled that they 
were home to a shoe 
factory that burned down 
in the distant past.

The development com-
pany plans to build 22 
homeownership units 
in two buildings at the 
90 percent AMI level in 
hopes of attracting exist-
ing residents to own in 
their neighborhood.

Across the street, the 
Stamatos Family Prop-
erties of Jamaica Plain, 
poised to add more new 
storefronts to the dis-
trict, has finally begun 
to renovate the collapsed 
Mt. Pleasant Church 
building. Bramble said 
the business district has 
benefited from a well-do-
ne renovation after a 
fire several years ago, 
with a popular barber 
shop moving in from 
Codman Square and a 
new and busy Spanish 
restaurant called ‘Yo 
Momma.’ He said even 
the family-owned liquor 
store, Gigi’s, was taken 
over by younger family 
members who noted the 
new Fairmount Line T 

stop two blocks away 
and thoroughly updated 
the store.

The improvements rep-
resent a shift from years 
past in this oft-forgotten 
hamlet of Dorchester, 
which Bramble said he 
long considered unsafe, 
dating back to his forma-
tive years in the 1990s.

“As a kid, it was one 
of the toughest neigh-
borhoods you could walk 
through in Boston. I 
wouldn’t come to the 
corner store without my 

brother,” he said. “Now I 
walk safely here. There 
is new development in 
the area, and there are 
new businesses in the 
little business district. 
All of it has changed the 
temperature and feel of 
this neighborhood.”

Cynthia Francis, who 
leads a residents’ group 
in the Harvard-Talbot 
Triangle, moved into the 
neighborhood 55 years 
ago at a time when it 
was still a mostly Jewish 
enclave. She said many 

vacant lots in the Trian-
gle were created after the 
Jewish population left 
and houses started to 
burn down frequently, 
an experience common 
to the history of the west 
side of Dorchester.

“When a home burnt 
down or became aban-
doned, the city would just 
knock it down and the lot 
stayed there,” she said. 
“The community took 
care of the empty lots and 
maintained them, and 
we were taught to do that 

to maintain the integrity 
of the community.”

Francis said the neigh-
borhood has revived as it 
has healed, not only from 
high crime, but also from 
what she described as 
“horrific” police brutality 
in the 1980s. She said 
policing has improved, 
and leaders here forged 
relationships with offi-
cials like former Boston 
Police Supt. Willie Gross 
and local captains – 
many of whom she knew 
as a high school student 
at Boston Tech.

“Getting involved 
again about seven years 
ago was my way of trying 
to heal from the past and 
for the community to be 
able to move on,” she 
said. “Having these part-
nerships with people like 
Willie Gross and [former 
B-3] Police Capt. Haseeb 
Hosein in the community 
was a way of healing and 
moving forward from 
what was put on us in 
previous years.”

The lots throughout 
the neighborhood, in-
cluding the one Bramble 
has focused his atten-
tion on, are now ready, 
Francis said. She and 
the Triangle community 
are ready to see them 
developed – provided it’s 
done with, and for, the 
community.

“At the end of the day, 
progress is good, but as 
long as the people who 
live in the neighborhood 
or grew up in the neigh-
borhood and want to 
come back and stay here 
are the ones to benefit,” 
she said. “I wouldn’t like 
to see people from out 
of state, the suburbs, or 
from other places that 
want to make them 
AirBNBs.”

Bramble said they are 
in meetings with the 
city and expect to start 
development next year.

Brian Worrell, who 
grew up nearby and 
will be sworn in as the 
new city councillor in 
District 4 in two weeks, 
said he hopes to see more 
investment of this kind 
happening soon.

“I am glad to see that 
the plans for this lot 
center resident needs 
by creating affordable 
housing at prices that 
community members can 
afford,” he said. “We need 
to see more investment 
in, and partnership with, 
developers that are good 
community partners, 
represent the diversity of 
our city, and are focused 
on development that best 
serves the interest of our 
residents.”

Last week, the Public 
Facilities Department 
(PFD) met with the 
Department of Neigh-
borhood Development 
(DND) to designate the 
eight lots, which stretch 
from Franklin Field to 
Morton Street. The PFD 
voted unanimously to 
designate five of them to 
DAV Consulting, which 
is owned by Mattapan’s 
Dariela Villon-Maga, 
and the other three to 
Habitat for Humanity 
Greater Boston.

Both plans, while 
preliminary, stressed 
affordable homeown-
ership and affordable 
commercial spaces for 
sale in presentations to 
the public last fall. The 
lots were part of the 
“B1” group of lots, with 
three other groupings 
of vacant lots running 
from Mattapan Square 
to Grove Hall still in the 
process stage.

These moves are the 
first part of a major ini-
tiative within the Blue 
Hill Avenue Action Plan 
to fill in missing pieces of 
housing and commerce 
along the corridor – some 
of the lots have been 
vacant for 40 years or 
more – with an emphasis 
on putting them in the 
hands of local develop-
ers of color. The hope is 
to use existing and new 
businesses in tandem 
with major upcoming 
transportation projects 
to recapture the retail 
and entertainment des-
tination that was once 

a staple of Blue Hill 
Avenue prior to the in-
troduction of commuter 
car travel.

City Councillor Andrea 
Campbell was one of the 
key drivers of the disper-
sal of vacant lots as part 
of the action plan. She 
worked with the commu-
nity to make sure that 
what was built matched 
needs and that it was 
built by developers of col-
or from the community.

“I was proud to launch 
the vacant lot initiative 
in partnership with com-
munity and am thrilled 
to see continued action 
by the city to activate 
vacant lots along Blue 
Hill Avenue, including 
the designations of a 
local, black woman-led 
development team and 
Habitat for Humanity 
who will create both af-
fordable homeownership 
and commercial space 
opportunities for our 
community,” she said 
this week after the news 
of the first developer 
designation.

The Greater Mattapan 
Neighborhood Council 
(GMNC) has been care-
fully watching the pro-
cess, and Chair Fatima 
Ali-Salaam said they 
were happy with these 
initial results. She said 
they worked very hard 
with DND to revise the 
original RFP on the va-
cant lots to make sure 
local developers from the 
community had a shot.

“At the end of the day, 
we want to make sure 
that what’s built on 

Blue Hill Avenue is an 
opportunity for younger 
developers who are from 
our community and have 
a chance to participate 
because they really don’t 
usually get that,” she 
said. “It is very excit-
ing. It’s exciting people 
who may not have been 
thought of before – like 
DVM and Habitat – who 
will be able to develop 
affordable commercial 
space and affordable 
housing and bring some 
sort of better design to 
the forefront…What was 
presented will probably 
not be the final product, 
but definitely whatever it 
is will be improved upon.”

For the 35-year-old 
Villon-Maga, the lots 
represent an opportunity 
she hasn’t typically had; 
they also offer a chance 
for her to make a change 
to the community she 
has lived in all her life. 
Growing up along Blue 
Hill Avenue in Grove 
Hall, and now living in 
Mattapan, passing by the 
five lots designated for 
her to develop has been 
a daily occurrence since 
childhood.

“We’ve seen all of these 
parcels released by the 
city in the neighborhoods 
and in other parts of the 
neighborhood and for me, 
I was wondering when it 
would be that they would 
release these and if they 
would be developed,” she 
said. “I was excited to 
see we are finally here. 
This neighborhood has 
suffered a lot through 
the last 60 years. Blue 

Hill Avenue used to be 
the trolley and bus line 
commercial district.

“I’m excited to be able 
to do this in my neigh-
borhood,” she continued. 
“I’ve been given this 
opportunity and I want 
to make sure I give an 
opportunity in this devel-
opment to other folks of 
color. I hope it sets a prec-
edent of how local folks 
can make a difference 
in their own community 
with development.”

The daughter of im-
migrant parents from 
Cuba and the Dominican 
Republic, Villon-Maga 
said she attended Boston 
Latin Academy through 
her senior year, and 
at that point went into 
property management. 
Having done a lot of 
consulting with firms like 
TLee Development and 
Oxbow in Dorchester, she 
said being involved with 
project management and 
putting teams together 
with those developers 
helped her to decide to 
jump at this opportunity. 

Uniting with others in 
the area, such as Juice 
Up Café at 1290 Blue Hill 
Ave. and Black Market 
in Nubian Square, she 
hopes that the develop-
ment can trigger creation 
of wealth for new home-
owners and for existing 
businesses.

The current DVM plan 
will incorporate eight 
homeownership units for 
80 percent to 100 percent 
of the AMI and 20 units 
of rental housing within 
the same price structure 

at three buildings – all 
within eyeshot of one 
another in the 1000 block 
of Blue Hill Avenue. The 
plan also includes two 
affordable commercial 
condos for sale to busi-
nesses in the area, with 
the price set at between 
$140,000 and $150,000. 

Villon-Maga said she 
is excited to meet with 
the community to refine 
her design and find out 
what people in the area 
really want from her 
development. 

“It’s exciting to be 
the first, but it’s a lot 
of pressure in making 
sure I stay true to my 
community and they’re 
at the forefront,” she 
said. “The city and the 
state have been talking a 
lot about creating Black 
wealth. We’re in a unique 
position in Boston right 
now to use these vacant 
parcels and development 
to do that, but we need 
this deep level of afford-
ability to make these 
units accessible for the 
community to create that 
wealth.”

Habitat Boston didn’t 
return a phone call re-

questing comment, but 
their designated plan 
includes 12 units of af-
fordable homeownership 
in three buildings on 
three sites for those at 
or below the 80 percent 
AMI. It also includes 
affordable commercial 
space condos for local 
businesses as well.

Said DND Project 
Manager Julio Piliar at 
the PFD meeting last 
week, “Habitat Bos-
ton’s proposal was the 
most advantageous and 
offered the most com-
munity benefits, includ-
ing a development plan 
that met the community 
aspiration of having af-
fordable homeownership 
and retail opportunities 
while promoting diversi-
ty and inclusion.” 

Meetings for the re-
maining vacant city-
owned lots on the Blue 
Hill Avenue Action Plan 
are ongoing, with Grove 
Hall hosting a first ses-
sion earlier this month. 
Meetings for the DVM 
and Habitat propos-
als are expected in the 
spring.

(Continued from page 1)

Reclaiming empty lots is fueling a revival west of  Washington

Mattapan’s Dariela Villon-Maga, owner of DVM Con-
sulting, was recently designated to develop three 
city-owned lots along the 1000 block of Blue Hill 
Avenue as part of the Blue Hill Avenue Action Plan. 

Seth Daniel photo

First 8 of  30 vacant city lots designated
for development along Blue Hill Avenue
(Continued from page 1)

One of the lots along Blue Hill Avenue and Fabyan Street that DVM will be 
developing as part of the Blue Hill Avenue Action Plan. 	 Seth Daniel photo
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DO YOU OWN A HOME IN BOSTON AND NEED HELP WITH 
HOUSING EXPENSES (LATE MORTGAGE PAYMENTS, CONDO FEES 

OR UTILITY BILLS)? BOSTON'S FORECLOSURE PREVENTION 
EMERGENCY FUND MAY BE ABLE TO HELP.  

¿ES USTED PROPIETARIO DE UNA VIVIENDA EN BOSTON Y NECESITA 
AYUDA CON LOS GASTOS DE LA MISMA (PAGOS ATRASADOS DE 

HIPOTECAS, CUOTAS DE CONDOMINIO O CUENTAS DE SERVICIOS 
PÚBLICOS)? EL FONDO DE EMERGENCIA PARA LA PREVENCIÓN DE 

EJECUCIONES HIPOTECARIAS DE BOSTON PUEDE AYUDARLE. 
您是否在波士顿拥有自己的房子，并且在住房费用方面需要帮助（抵押贷款还款、公寓费

用或水电费逾期未缴）？ 波士顿的赎回权丧失预防应急基金或许能助您一臂之力。   

BU TEM UN KAZA NA BOSTON Y BU STÁ TA PRESIZA DI APOIU KU 
DESPEZAS DI KAZA (IPOTEKA ATRAZADU, PAGAMENTUS, TAXA DI 
KONDOMINIU Ô SERVISUS PÚBLIKU)? FUNDU DI IMERJÉNSIA PA 

PREVENSON DI IZEKUSON IPOTEKARIU DI BOSTON TA PODI DJUDA.
QUÝ VỊ CÓ SỞ HỮU NHÀ TẠI BOSTON VÀ CẦN GIÚP ĐỠ CÁC CHI PHÍ 
NHÀ Ở (TRẢ TIỀN THẾ CHẤP CHẬM, LỆ PHÍ CONDO HOẶC CÁC HÓA 
ĐƠN TIỆN ÍCH) KHÔNG? QUỸ KHẨN CẤP NGĂN CHẶN TỊCH THU NHÀ 

BOSTON CÓ THỂ GIÚP ĐỠ QUÝ VỊ
 VOCÊ É PROPRIETÁRIO DE UMA CASA EM BOSTON E PRECISA DE AJUDA 

COM AS DESPESAS DE MORADIA (ATRASOS NO PAGAMENTO DE 
HIPOTECAS, TAXAS DE CONDOMÍNIO OU CONTAS DE SERVIÇOS. 
O FUNDO DE EMERGÊNCIA PARA PREVENÇÃO DE EXECUÇÕES 

HIPOTECÁRIAS DE BOSTON PODE AJUDAR.
ÈSKE W SE PWOPRIYETÈ KAY NAN BOSTON EPI W BEZWEN ÈD AVÈK 

DEPANS POU LOJMAN YO (PEMAN IPOTÈK KI ANRETA, FRÈ KONDOMINYÒM 
OSWA BÒDWO SÈVIS PIBLIK)? GEN POSIBILITE KE FON DIJANS POU 

PREVANSYON SEZI (FORECLOSURE PREVENTION EMERGENCY FUND) NAN 
BOSTON KA EDE W.  

 يراقعلا نهرلا طاسقأ ديدست) ناكسإلا فيلاكت يف ةدعاسم ىلإ جاتحتو نطسوب يف الًزنم كلتمت له

؟(تامدخلا قفارم ريتاوف وأ ةقشلا موسر وأ ةرخأتملا

.ةدعاسملا ىلع ارًداق نطسوب يف نوهرملا راقعلا يلع زجحلا عنمل ئراوطلل ةيلاملا تاصصخملا قودنص نوكي دق

POSSÉDEZ-VOUS UN DOMICILE À BOSTON ET AVEZ-VOUS BESOIN D'AIDE POUR 
VOS DÉPENSES DE LOGEMENT (PAIEMENTS HYPOTHÉCAIRES EN RETARD, 

CHARGES DE COPROPRIÉTÉ OU FACTURES DE SERVICES PUBLICS) ? LE 
FORECLOSURE PREVENTION EMERGENCY FUND DE BOSTON EST PEUT-ÊTRE EN 

MESURE DE VOUS AIDER.
 Вы владеете домом в городе Бостоне и вам нужна помощь в оплате жилищных 

расходов (просроченные платежи по ипотеке (mortgage), плата за кондоминиум 
или счета за коммунальные услуги)? Экстренный фонд предотвращения потери 

права выкупа (foreclosure) в городе Бостон может помочь. 
MIYAAD GURI KU LEEDAHAY BOSTON OO AADNA U BAAHAN TAHAY IN LAGAA 

CAAWIYO KHARASHAADKA GURYEYNTA (LACAG BIXINTA DAAHDA EE 
AMAAHDA GURYAHA, KHIDMADAHA CONDO AMA BIILASHA ADEEGYADA)? 

SANDUUQA GURMADKA DEGDEGGA AH EE KA HORTAGGA LA-WAREEGIDA EE 
BOSTON AYAA LAGA YAABAA INAY KU CAAWISO.
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Lots of us have questions
about the COVID-19 vaccine.

It’s good to have questions. Just make sure to get
good answers from qualified professionals.

This health message was brought to you
by your friends at Harbor Health.

HHSI.US/CovidVaccine

Do kids need the
Covid vaccine?

Do I need to get
a booster?

Do the Covid vaccines
protect against variants?

Talk with your doctor or
nurse about the vaccine.
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CONNECT THE DOT:
Dick’s Sporting Goods Invites 
BGCD Members for Special Event: 
This past week, Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester was excited to partner with 
Dick’s Sporting Goods to host 12 lucky 
members at the Dedham Store for a 
special event. 

Our members were treated to dinner 
and were given a generous gift 
certificate to shop in the store. All of 
the members who participated had 
the opportunity to spend time with 
New England Patriots Tight End, Jonnu 
Smith. 

We are so thankful to these partners 
and organizations who see the value of 
supporting our kids and offer them this 
exciting once in a lifetime opportunity 
and memory that they will cherish. 
Many thanks to our friends at Dick’s 
Sporting Goods for their generosity and 
continued support of BGCD!

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Remembers Legendary 
Staff Bruce Seals on One Year 
Anniversary with Mayor Wu & 
Boston Celtics: On December 15, 
BGCD gathered for a celebration of life 
to recognize the one year anniversary 
of the passing of our dear friend Bruce 
Seals. To honor Bruce, we had a special 
banner made and raised it in our 
Marr Clubhouse Gym above his office. 
Thank you to Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu for her kind words and citation 
recognizing the incredible dedication 
of Bruce. Thanks to Sports Journalist, 
John Karalis who played for Bruce 
at Emerson and spoke at the event 
and to BGCD alum Max Barbosa, who 
expressed what a positive role model 
Bruce was. Bruce’s children Denitra 
and Bruce Jr. also proudly spoke and 
helped to raise the banner in his honor. 
After the program, the Boston Celtics 
hosted a clinic in Bruce’s honor with 
legend Brian Scalabrine. 

DID YOU KNOW: 
Help BGCD This Year-End Giving 
Season with a Gift Today!: Every 
child who walks through the doors of 
our three Clubhouses in Dorchester 
finds safety, fun and a sense of 
belonging. Our mission is to always 
welcome and connect young people 
and families to opportunities that 
embrace diversity, nurture growth, and 
inspire success. It is generous donors 
and partners like you who make this 
happen. Appreciated stocks, bonds, 
and mutual funds held for more than 
one year may be a great giving vehicle. 
When a donor gives an appreciated 
security they will receive a tax 
deduction for the full market value of 
the security and save on Capital gains 
tax. The market fared well in 2021, so 
it is a great time to make contributions 
using appreciated securities and 
reduce a tax burden. Please consider a 
gift before December 31st at https://
secure.qgiv.com/for/eoy2021.

BGCD Remembers Legendary Staff Bruce Seals on One Year 
Anniversary with Mayor Wu & Boston Celtics: See details below. 

Dick’s Sporting Goods Invites BGCD Members for Special Event: See 
details below.

            BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER   

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Christmas Eve - Closed
December 24

New Years Eve - Closed
December 31

Marr-Lins Swim Meet
January 8

Elevate Youth Outing
January 15

Let’s Get Ready SAT Prep
February 28 - April 29
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BRUCE-COURSON, 
Jessica “Jae,” 44 of 
Dorchester. Preceded 
by her sister, Ada Eliz-
abeth Bruce-Robinson 
and her father Eduar-
do S. Henry, she is sur-
vived by her husband 
Daniel Courson; son 
Greyson Owen Courson, 
daughter Harleigh Eliz-
abeth Courson; stepsons 
Justin and Kyle Cour-
son; mother Barbara A. 
Bruce; siblings Felipe 
Watson and Sandra 
Elizabeth Bruce; her 
nieces, nephews and a 
host of extended family 
and friends. She gradu-
ated from UMASS Low-
ell in 1999 with a degree 
in Criminal Justice. 
Lieutenant at the  Plym-

outh County House of 
Corrections.

GATELY, Walter F. 
Jr. of Dorchester.  Son 
of the later Maude E. 
(Nickerson) and Walter 
Gately Sr. Brother of the 
late Ronald Gately. Un-
cle of Ann Herbig. Cous-
in of Mildred Holbert.  

FORTIER, Albert 
J. of Milton, 77, origi-
nally from Dorchester. 
Son of the late Albert 
Franklin and Katherine 
(Thornton) Fortier. He 
was husband to Karen 
(Naugler) Fortier, father 
to Mireille (Fortier) Mc-
Laughlin and her hus-
band Stephen McLaugh-
lin and Luke Fortier and 

his wife Katy Mitchell 
and Gramps to 1. He 
was an educator, teach-
ing for over 20 years at 
Edna Stein Academy, 
Weston High School, 
and at the South Boston 
Neighborhood House. 
Donations on his behalf 
to The Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkin-
son’s Research, P.O. Box 
5014, Hagerstown, MD 
21741-5014 would be ap-
preciated.

Francis, Lee Doris,  
“Dot,” 84, of Dorchester. 
Daughter  to the late Ka-
tie and Harvey Campbell 
in North Carolina. She 
was one of ten siblings. 
Wife of the late Paul 
Francis and sons Mi-
chael and Manuel Fran-
cis. She leaves her three 
children Melvin Francis, 
Delores Dickson and 
Paula Fernandes. She 
also will be truly missed 
by her 9 grandchildren,  
along with 15 great 
grand-children. She also 
leaves to her siblings 
Mattie Guilory, Jenelle 
Christopher, Harvey 
Campbell and James 
Campbell along with her 
brothers and sisters of 
the Kingdom Hall of Je-
hovah Witnesses whom 
she considered her clos-
est and dearest friends. 
Doris will also be missed 
by a host of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, family and 
friends.

GALVIN, Matthew 
Patrick of Brighton, for-
merly of Tyngsborough. 
Son of the late Anna 
Galvin McDonough and 
her late husband John 
McDonough. Son of Dan-
iel Galvin of Holbrook. 
Brother of Kelly Temple, 
Anthony Galvin, Saman-
tha Vargas and her hus-
band John, all of Tyngs-
borough. Grandson of 
Timothy and Bernice 
Galvin of Dorchester, 
and the late Raffaele and 

Teresa Cucchi. Also sur-
vived by his dog Bailey, 
and many cousins and 
friends.

Guity, Rudy of 
Dorchester, originally 
of Honduras. He spent 
27 years with the Bos-
ton Police Department. 
Rudy was married to 
Debbie, and as their 
family and union grew 
so did his career. He is 
preceded in death by his 
father, Justo Lalin Guity 
and sister Lesly Odalis 
Guity. He is survived by, 
his mother, Guillermina 
Blanco-Guity; his chil-
dren Trudy Guity Benoit 
(Jean), Korey Lungelow 
(Kiana), Rudi Guity, 
Mia Guity, Mina Gui-
ty, and Rey Guity; his 7 
grandchildren; his sib-
lings Elsa Suazo (Jose), 
Ricardo Guity (Felicia), 
Rosalina Guity-Joseph 
(Evrans), Lorna Pruce 
(Timothy) and a host of 
relatives and friends.

LYNCH, Edward 
J. “Jock,” 97, of Wey-
mouth. Jock grew up in 
Dorchester and served in 
the U.S. Army Air Corps 
during WWII. Jock 
worked as an insurance 
underwriter for Travel-
ers Insurance for many 
years. Husband of the 
late Mary A. (Lennon) 
Lynch. Father of Mi-
chael Lynch and his wife 
MaryEllen of Norton, 
Monica Lynch of Rock-
land, and Brian Lynch 
and his wife Brandie of 
Halifax. Grandfather 
of  5. Brother of the late 
Margaret Kenney. Do-
nations in memory of 
Jock may be made to the 
New England Center 
and Home for Veterans, 
17 Court Street, Boston, 
MA 02108.

Miszkin, Patricia 
J., 62. She is survived 
by her husband Rob-
ert Miszkin, and her 
3 daughters Kristina 
Sambursky, Alicia Sam-
bursky and Jessica Sam-
bursky. As well as her 4 

grandchildren. Patricia 
was born and raised in 
Dorchester,  along with 
her 6 siblings Joseph F. 
Hill, Francis M. Hill, Jac-
queline E. Hunt, Richard 
J. Hill (Late), Elizabeth 
M. Casey, and Jenni-
fer M. Trendel. Later in 
life, Patricia began her 
career as an accountant, 
but continued to partici-
pate in volunteer work at 
various Veteran organi-
zations in her free time. 
She truly enjoyed bring-
ing happiness and joy to 
others.

O’KEEFE, Fran-
ces (Kiselewski) of 
Dorchester. Wife of 
the late Lawrence M. 
O’Keefe, Sr. (BPD). Moth-
er of Joanne Wasznicky 
and her husband Mar-
tin, James O’Keefe and 
his wife Anne Marie, 
Denise Doherty and her 
husband Paul, Barbara 
Burns Toomey and her 
husband John, Frances 
Callanan and her hus-
band John, and the late 
Lawrence M. O’Keefe, 
Jr., and her late son-in-
law Michael Burns. Fran-
ces was the grandmother 
of 11 grandchildren, 11 
great-grandchildren, and 
1 great-great-grandchild. 
She is also survived by 
many nieces, nephews, 
and friends. Please con-
sider making a donation 
in memory of Frances 

to VNA Care, the Da-
na-Farber Cancer Insti-
tute, or to a charity of 
your choice.

WALSH, Sister Bar-
bara J., SC of Mount 
Saint Vincent, Wellesley 
Hills. A Sister of Chari-
ty for 65 years who was 
missioned in Saint Jo-
seph Convent, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia; Saint Pat-
rick School, Quebec, PQ; 
Saint Francis of Assisi 
School, Manchester, NH; 
Saint Margaret School, 
Dorchester; Saint Mary 
School, Randolph; Acad-
emy of the Assumption, 
Wellesley; Seton House, 
Quincy; Marian Manor, 
South Boston; Saint Jo-
seph Manor, Dorches-
ter; Marillac Residence, 
Wellesley; and Elizabeth 
Seton Residence, Welles-
ley. She is survived by 
her brother, Stephen 
Walsh; sisters-in-law, 
Patricia Walsh and Judy 
Walsh; many nieces and 
nephews; as well as all 
her sisters in communi-
ty. Predeceased by her 
parents, Joseph and 
Barbara (McDonough) 
Walsh; her sisters, Mary 
Walsh Machaby and Ann 
Walsh; her brothers, Jo-
seph, Michael and Thom-
as Walsh. Donations may 
be made to the Sisters 
of Charity, Halifax, 125 
Oakland Street, Welles-
ley, MA 02481.

RECENT OBITUARIES

NEW CALVARY CEMETERY
Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian

Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.
Grave pricing starting at $1,200

Package pricing from $3,800  (includes grave purchase, first 
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches 
starting at $1,400 (Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening 

& Inscription)
617-296-2339

12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases, 
Pre Need Opening Arrangements

Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.

Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery 

in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at: 

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and  maps available online at:

www.BostonCemetery.org
617-325-6830             info@bcca.comcast.net

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office for information on the cost of burial 
needs; our spring planting program; our memorial 
benches and memorial trees.

The Cemetery office is open 8:30am-4:00pm Monday 
– Friday. Cemetery office is open 8:30 am to noon on 
Saturday mornings. The Cemetery grounds are open 
7:30am to sunset.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN
15 Broad Street, Ste. 800

Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

Brian Joseph Garside
Of Fairhaven, MA, formerly of Dorchester, 

passed away suddenly but peacefully on De-
cember 14, 2021 at age 44 years. He was the be-

loved son of Rita M. 
Garside and the late 
Larry E. Garside, his 
loving fiancé Marta 
St Germain of Brew-
ster, MA, lovingly 
remembered by his 
daughter, Brianna 
Rowley of Daytona, 
Florida, and siblings 
Maryanne Garside 
of Dorchester, Law-

rence Garside and his companion Karen Smith 
of Weymouth, Christopher Garside and his 
wife Linda Garside of Dorchester, Robin Gar-
side and her wife Catie Campbell of Cohasset, 
Kimberly Garside and her husband Doug-
las Whalen of Dorchester, Michelle Garside 
of Dorchester, Rachel Hunt and her husband 
Daniel Hunt of Dorchester. He is also survived 
by 8 nieces and 7 nephews and many cousins. 
Brian was an avid sailor and deeply enjoyed 
his time on the high seas early in life, travel-
ing to various exotic destinations to sail with 
his Uncle Charlie. He had many jobs through-
out his life but was most fulfilled working as a 
tugboat captain. Among family and friends, he 
was known for his marvelous sense of humor 
and infectious laugh. Family and friends will 
honor and remember Brian’s life by gathering 
for a visitation in St. Margaret Church of St. 
Teresa of Calcutta Parish, 800 Columbia Road, 
Dorchester, on Tuesday morning, December 
21, 2021, at 10 A.M. Followed by a Funeral 
Mass at 12 noon. Interment will be private. In 
lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Bri-
an’s honor to Courageous Sailing, Inc. in Bos-
ton on their website https://courageoussailing.
org/donor-checkout/ or donate by cash or check 
to Courageous Sailing 197 8th Street, Charles-
town, MA 02129. For guestbook, please visit 
www.jmurphyfh.com. Arrangements by the 
Murphy Funeral Home, Dorchester.

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE and FAMILY COURT
Docket No. SU21A0281AD

Suffolk Probate & Family Court
24 New Chardon St., 

Boston, MA 02114 (617) 788-8300
CITATION 

G.L. c. 210, § 6
In the Matter of:

MIKAYLA BRIELLE SANCHEZ
To: any unnamed or unknown parent 
and persons interested in a petition for 
the adoption of said child and to the 
Department of Children and Families 
of said Commonwealth. 
A Petition has been presented to said 
court by: Medes Diaz of Dorchester, 
MA requesting for leave to adopt said 
child and that the name of the child be 
changed to

If you object to this adoption you 
are entitled to the appointment of an 
attorney if you are an indigent person. 
An indigent person is defined by SJC 
Rule 3:10. The definition includes but is 
not limited to persons receiving TAFDC, 
EACDC, poverty related veteran’s ben-
efits, Medicaid, and SSI. The Court will 
determine if you are indigent. Contact 
an Assistant Judicial Case Manager 
or Adoption Clerk of the Court on or 
before the date listed below to obtain 
the necessary forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT 
THERETO, YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN APPEARANCE 
IN SAID COURT AT BOSTON ON 
OR BEFORE TEN O’CLOCK IN THE 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON 02/10/2022.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, 
First Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 2, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: December 23, 2021

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU21D0556DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
TOUSSAINT DESINOR

vs.
FARAH DESINOR

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An   Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Toussaint 
Desinor, 23 Beacon St., Hyde Park, MA 
02136 your answer, if any, on or before 
02/10/2022. If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 9, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: December 23, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE



December 23, 2021  	 THE REPORTER        	 Page 19dotnews.com

LEGAL NOTICE

www.ibankcanton.com 
781-737-1918

Our practice now helps more 
than 900 families, individuals, 
and businesses invest close to 
$400 million. 

We’re grateful to have earned 
their trust, and we celebrate 
the financial goals and dreams 
we’ve helped them achieve.

Cheers, and thank you!

Investment and insurance products and services are offered through INFINEX INVESTMENTS, INC. Member FINRA/SIPC. B.O.C. Financial 
Services is a trade name of Bank of Canton. Infinex is not affiliated with the bank. Products and services made available through Infinex are 
not insured by the FDIC or any other agency of the United States and are not deposits or obligations of nor guaranteed or insured by any 
bank or bank affiliate. These products are subject to investment risk, including the possible loss of value.

557 Washington Street
Canton, MA 02021

Thank you, Boston
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P1355EA

ESTATE OF:
LEARLINE MILLS

DATE OF DEATH: 01/10/2020
To all interested persons: 
A   Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Roy Mills 
of Dorchester, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: Roy Mills of 
Dorchester, MA  be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve on 
the bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/07/2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: November 26, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: December 23, 2021

Massachusetts employ-
ers added 16,800 jobs in 
November as the state-
wide unemployment rate 
ticked up to 5.4 percent, 
labor officials announced 
last Friday. The jobs 
gains lagged October’s 
revised haul of 26,400 
positions.

F r o m  M a y  2 0 2 0 
through November, Bay 

State businesses added 
519,500 jobs, replenish-
ing about 79 percent of 
the jobs that were wiped 
away in March and April 
2020 at the start of the 
Covid-19 emergency. 

Leisure and hospitality 
employment increased 
by 5,400 jobs, the larg-
est gain among the in-

dustries tracked by the 
Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics. Job increases also 
occurred in professional 
and business services 
(3,400), education and 
health services (2,200), 
government (2,000), con-
struction (1,900), other 
services (1,100), man-
ufacturing (700), and 

financial activities (300). 
Two sectors reported 

losses: information (-200) 
and trade, transporta-
tion, and utilities (-100). 
Joblessness has inched 
up since dropping to a 
yearly low of 4.9 percent 
in July, and the Novem-
ber rate of 5.4 percent 
was 1.2 percentage points 

above the national rate, 
labor officials said. 

As employers across 
sectors describe strug-
gles attracting workers, 
the statewide labor force 
participation rate stood 
at 66.3 percent in Novem-
ber, above the national 
participation rate of 61.8 
percent. In January 2020, 

before Covid hit, Massa-
chusetts reported a labor 
force participation rate of 
66.6 percent. That figure 
fluctuated during the en-
suing public health and 
economic crises, dropping 
as low as 60.4 percent in 
April 2020 and reaching 
as high as 66.5 percent in 
January.  	 – SHNS

Jobs added in November while unemployment nudged higher
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COME TO CODMAN AND GET THE WHOLE 
FAMILY VACCINATED — BOOSTERS, TOO!

VACCINE CLINIC
FAMILY

CHILDREN AGES 5 – 11 ARE NOW ELIGIBLE TO GET A COVID-19 VACCINE. 

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER

TUESDAY, DEC. 28
8:30 AM TO 5 PM 16- AND 17-YEAR-OLDS CAN NOW GET COVID-19 BOOSTERS!

FREE MEALS AVAILABLE! GIFT CARDS! ENTER TO WIN ONE OF OUR GRAND PRIZES!
VISIT CODMAN.ORG/COVID19 TO REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT OR CALL (617) 822-8271

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG


