
By Chris Lovett
reporter Correspondent

Boston City Council meetings typically start with 
an invocation by a member of the clergy. So it was 
on Wed., Dec. 13, the date of the last meeting of 
2023, with Rev. Joseph M. White, the pastor of St. 
Joseph’s Church in the West End, appealing to a 
multi-denominational quorum of deities for wisdom.

“Our world is very troubled,” he said from the 
rostrum in the Iannella Chamber, lamenting to the 
higher powers that “we are more and more polarized.”

It was that kind of year on the Boston City Council. 
In November, Boston voters elected four new 

councillors. Last week, their predecessors – two 
stepping down and two eliminated in the Septem-
ber preliminary election – extended the custom of 
farewells. In recognition of their service, Mayor Wu 
visited the chamber to present them with inscribed 

Paul Revere Bowls and pose for group photos. But 
this year, not even the sheen of ceremony could ef-
face the underlying wear and tear on the members.

“I know it isn’t an easy time – ever, maybe – to be 
in the public eye,” the mayor acknowledged, “but 
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Celebration hails Dot Crossing’s 
rise in Fields Corner landscape

Wu offers apologies to two men, 
Black residents in Stuart case abuses

By seth danieL
news editor

Whether it was pandemic-related 
supply chain issues, or even the war 
in Ukraine, any number of setbacks 
seemed likely to thwart the construc-
tion of Dot Crossing, the five-story 
apartment building and bookstore 
at 1463-1469 Dorchester Ave. in the 
middle of the Fields Corner busi-
ness district. But none did, and last 
Thursday TLee Development and 
its many partners celebrated getting 
the 29-unit all-affordable building up 
and occupied. 

The property is on the lot where a 
small Gallagher Insurance building 
had stood adjacent to the T station 
for decades.

Said Travis Lee, president of TLee 
Development: “I’ve been working in 
construction in Boston for 17 years 
and I’ve never been part of a project 
this challenging. The construction 
was to take 15 months, but instead 

TLee Development, community mem-
bers, and development team members 
gathered in front of Dot Crossing (1463-
1469 Dorchester Ave.) last Thursday to 
usher in the new building to the commu-
nity.  Seth Daniel photo

(Continued on page 16)

By seth danieL
news editor

The Dorchester Elite Eagles U14 Pop 
Warner football team and the Boston 
Lady Raiders Bantam cheer team cel-
ebrated in awesome fashion Saturday 
afternoon as they rode up front in the 
neighborhood’s first-ever national title 
parade along Talbot Avenue, and later 
participated in an energizing ceremony 
at the Blue Hill Boys & Girls Club.

The Eagles won the Division 1 Super 
Bowl on Dec. 7 in Orlando, Florida by 

beating the Darby (PA) Monarchs, 20-
0. The Lady Raiders won their cheer 
division earlier that week in Orlando. 
Both teams had been close to the top 
several times in previous years and had 
fallen short.

But not this time.
“The champs are here!” announced 

the emcee at the head of the parade as 
a flurry of Eagles’ flags and Raiders’ 
flags set the background. It was a joy-
ous time on Talbot Avenue, and more 

WE DID IT!

A throng comes out to salute 
Dot’s national champions

(Continued on page 17)

Players held out the Eagles flag and flashed their championship rings as they 
rode a trolley down Talbot Avenue on Saturday.  Seth Daniel photo

City Council signs off with farewells and final votes

From left, Councillors Michael Flaherty, Kendra Lara, Frank Baker, and Ricardo Arroyo. Chris Lovett photos

By tom muLvoy
assoCiate editor
The city of Boston, in 

the persons of Mayor 
Michelle Wu and Police 
Commissioner Michael 
Cox, planned to issue an 
apology on Wednesday 
to two men and to the 
residents of the Mission 
Hill neighborhood for 
how they were treated 
by the city and its police 
department 34 years ago 
after a deceitful criminal 
set up the murder of his 
pregnant wife and an 
injury to himself and 
blamed it on a Black man.

On Tuesday, the May-
or’s Office posted an 
advisory about her in-
tentions: “Tomorrow, 
Mayor Wu will publicly 

acknowledge the harms 
caused by the city of Bos-
ton to the black commu-
nity and formally issue an 
apology to Alan Swanson 
and Willie Bennett for 
their wrongful arrests 
following the death of 
Carol Stuart.

“Months after her 
death in 1989, it was 
revealed that her hus-
band, Charles Stuart, 
had orchestrated her 
murder and wrongfully 

Mayor Wu  apologized on 
behalf of Boston officials.         
Chris Lovett photo
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The Nutcracker, staged by the Jose Mateo 
Ballet Theatre company, returns to the 
Strand Theatre in Uphams Corner from 
Sat., Dec. 9 and running to Christmas Eve. 
Ticket prices for public shows run anywhere 
from $25 to $90.  Those interested in at-
tending the show can go to ballettheatre.
org/tickets. Use discount code DOTNEWS 
for 20 percent off ticket prices.
Mayor Michelle Wu will deliver her sec-
ond annual State of the City Address at 
MGM Music Hall next to Fenway Park on 
Tues., Jan. 9. Programming will begin at 7 
p.m. with the mayor’s remarks beginning 
at approximately 7:30 p.m.  The City of 
Boston Cable Office will stream the entire 
program live on boston.gov/SOTC from 7 
p.m. to 8 p.m.
Civic Summit, an event focused on uniting 
neighbors, civic leaders, and non-profit 

advocates featuring panels will be held 
Sat., Jan.13, at the Howard Thurman Center 
for Common Ground at Boston University. 
This event will feature a fireside chat with 
Mayor Wu, a networking tea hour, and five 
additional sessions hosted by community 
leaders. Up to 200 community members 
can register for the free event here: boston.
gov/civic-engagement/civic-summit-2024. 
Featured sessions Include:  Empowering 
Change: How to Fund Your Inspiration, led 
by Eric Leslie, Founder and Lead Organizer 
of Union Capital.
Becoming a Civic Leader – Training the 
Next Generation of Leaders, featuring 
panelists Lee Pelton, president and CEO of 
The Boston Foundation; Matthew Broude, 
Co-founder of The Queer Neighborhood 
Council; Kristen McCosh, The Disability 
Commissioner for the City of Boston; Brian-

na Bourne, Boston University Class of 2024.
Also, EmpowerED: Leveraging Social 
Media for Community Impact, led by 
Emily Schario, Head of Content for Bos-
ton Globe’s B-Side;  Sustainable Cities: 
Empowering Communities for a Greener 
Future, a fireside chat with Oliver Sell-
ers-Garcia, Boston’s first Green New Deal 
Director and a cabinet-level Senior Advisor 
to Mayor Wu, and Jaye Meakem, Boston-
Harbor Now’s Community Engagement 
Manager.
Boston University is the lead partner of the 
Civic Summit. The university and The Bos-
ton Foundation are event supporters.
The Boston Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, in partnership with the Boston 
Public Health Commission (BPHC), has 
announced the launch of the 2024 Boston 
Parks Winter Fitness Series. This program 

is sponsored by Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Massachusetts and offers free virtual 
classes from January 7 through April 6.  
Certified fitness instructors will offer a 
range of winter classes, including Afrobe-
ats Dance, Cardio Kickboxing, Chair Yoga, 
Dance Fit, Strength and Balance, Strength 
and Conditioning, Yoga, and Zumba. Class 
descriptions, dates, and times have been 
posted on the winter fitness website: bos-
ton.gov/fitness.
Franklin Park Zoo is open during December 
school vacation week with special events 
from 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. each day… The zoo 
will offer free admission on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, Jan. 15.
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UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

State allots $500,000 to Walsh Park rehab

Long-delayed Mattahunt revamp
to wind up in January, officials say

A Roxbury woman was arrested on charges that 
she stabbed four people at the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Hotel at 240 Mt. Vernon St, Dorchester, around 4:25 
p.m. on Sunday.

Police say security guards at the hotel had Kourtney 
Godfrey, 37, in handcuffs by the time officers arrived. 
Police say none of the victims suffered injuries con-
sidered life threatening.

•••

The latest statistics released from the Boston 
Police Dept. show a significant drop in the number 
of shooting victims citywide in 2023. Through Dec. 
17, there were 39 fewer victims as compared to the 
year before. In total, 140 people were shot in the 
city, a 39 percent drop over the previous year— and 
well below the five-year average of 194. There have 
been 36 homicides in the city in 2023, three fewer 
than in 2022. 

•••

A Dorchester man will go to state prison for five to 
seven years after he pleaded guilty in an illegal-fire-
arm case that stemmed from a July 2022 incident 
in Roxbury. Jason Meeks, 42, pleaded guilty to one 
count of possession of a firearm without a license 
outside of home or business. Judge Anthony Campo 
sentenced him in Suffolk Superior Court. 

Prosecutors say Meeks was found with a gun on 
July 3, 2022, while they were responding “to a person 
shot in the back at 18 Greenville Street in Roxbury. 
Police say they found Meeks had blood on his face and 
clothes while driving near the shooting scene. He was 
transported to Boston Medical Center for treatment 
since “it appeared he sustained a gunshot wound to 
his face,” according to a police report.

Officers say they found a 9mm. black Smith and 
Wesson handgun wedged between the front passen-
ger’s seat and the door, covered in blood. 

“Officers noted that the gun was missing the maga-
zine. Two shell casings and an eight-round magazine 
were located on Greenville Street. The magazine 
contained six bullets and also fit the firearm recovered 
from Meeks’s vehicle,” prosecutors said.

Meeks had a prior conviction for carrying a firearm 
without a license on three separate occasions and 
served a prison sentence for manslaughter in 2007. 

Prosecutors did not have sufficient evidence to 
charge anyone with the 2022 shooting but DA Kevin 
Hayden said: “Mr. Meeks’s decision to carry a gun 
has landed him in prison for a significant stretch of 
time.  Although we didn’t have enough evidence to 
charge him with any related shooting, we take gun 
charges seriously and this is a good example of the 
penalties for making dangerous choices.”

Four stabbed at hotel on Point;
guards hold woman for police

T h e  H e a l e y -
Driscoll Administration 
last Thursday announced 
$13 million for park 
improvements and open 
space acquisitions across 
Massachusetts, including 
a $500,000 grant for the 
upcoming renovation of 
Walsh Playground.

“Actively investing 
in open space proj-
ects will make our parks 
more resilient and adapt-
able to climate change 
while providing quali-
ty and accessible open 
spaces in environmen-
tal justice communi-
ties,” said Gov. Healey.

The Walsh Playground 

project includes basket-
ball and tennis court 
upgrades, a universally 
accessible playground, 
a water play feature, a 
ball field, park entrance 
improvements, a walking 
path loop and lighting, 
the addition of shade 
structures, as well as 
several dozen new trees 
and the pruning of exist-
ing trees. 

Meetings on the ren-
ovation took place last 
summer and construction 
is expected to get under-
way next summer, with a 
2025 opening. 

– REPORTER STAFF

By seth danieL
news editor

Mayor Wu’s office says 
the Mattahunt Commu-
nity Center in Mattapan 
is on track to re-open in 
the new year after an 
extensive renovation 
project that has been 
hindered by significant 
delays. The work at 
the city-owned facility 
in Mattapan, which in-
cludes a gymnasium and 
swimming pool, has been 
ongoing for several years.

The community center, 
which is located in the 
Mattahunt Elementary 
School, was expected 
to re-open last summer. 
Last week, the city’s 
Public Facilities Depart-
ment approved another 
expenditure worth more 
than $144,000 to pay fees 
to contractors.

“Supply chain issues 
and worker shortages 
have led to significant 
project delays, but the 
community center is on 
track to be open to the 

public in early 2024,” 
said a spokesperson for 
Mayor Wu.

The latest contract 
extension for Studio 
Enée, the project man-
ager, marked the fourth 
time the project has gone 
to the Facilities office 
for more money and 
an extension – the first 
time occurring in July 
2020. Last February, an 
amendment to the con-
tract featured a promise 
by the general contrac-
tor to finish by July 30, 
which didn’t happen. 
However, additional de-
sign services and change 
orders were put into 
place for the gym, pool, 
fire suppression system, 
and more accessibility 
features.

The change order ap-
proved on Dec. 13 in-
cluded a final completion 
date of next March 31. 
However, Wu’s office said 
it should open sooner.

“While the amend-
ment that was approved 

on Wednesday extends 
the City’s ability to con-
tract for services related 
to the Mattahunt Com-
munity Center reno-
vation through March 
2024, the renovation 
work is expected to reach 
completion in January 
2024,” said a mayoral 
spokesperson. “The ex-
tension of the contract is 
to allow for the closeout 
phase of the project and 
final payments to the de-

signer for services. Once 
the building construction 
is complete, BCYF will 
need a few weeks to get 
the site ready for public 
programming.”

The Facilities Depart-
ment did show photo-
graphs of the restored 
lobby, gym, and other 
amenities. “What we 
envisioned has now come 
to fruition,” said project 
manager James Sessum.

A slide from a city presentation in October shows 
the layout of one proposed re-design option for 
Walsh Playground.  City of Boston image
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By seth danieL
news editor

The former Ashmont 
Grill site at 555 Talbot 
Ave. has been sold to a 
South Boston developer 
who has signed on the 
Black-owned Lobzter 
King catering company 
to open a full-service 
restaurant there –a ven-
ture that will be known 
as “The Mix.”

Mark Little, of Abacus 
Builders, which has been 
very active in devel-
opment in Dorchester 
recently, confirmed to 
the Reporter that an 
LLC controlled by him 
purchased Ashmont Grill 
last month from one 
controlled by former 
owners Chris Douglass 
and Tara O’Riordan for 
$1.5 million. 

“I am delighted to let 
you know that Lobzter 
Kings will be our new 
tenant,” Little said, “and 
I’m excited to see life be 
brought back to this fan-
tastic Dorchester loca-
tion once again. I’m also 
happy to be on Lobzter 
King’s journey to test 
out their first brick and 
mortar store location. I 
can’t wait to bring in my 
neighbors for a preview 
as soon as possible. The 
menu will be awesome.”

Lobzter Kings is a ven-
ture that has existed for 
almost two years under 

Jarvis Adams – known as 
the Lobzter King – and 
has gotten rave reviews 
all over the region doing 
catering, events, and 
pop-ups. For “The Mix,” 
he will be joined by the 
developer Levi Samedi 
and Rufus J. Faulk, the 
city’s former chief of 
public safety.

Adams said he and 
his partners had been 
working with a broker 
about different options, 
but soon enough, they 
decided to go for it all.

“I got the email from the 
broker about Ashmont 
Grill, and he brought it 
to my attention, and I 

called Levi,” said Adams. 
“We were talking, and he 
was giving us some ideas 
of what we can do in there 
– maybe my catering and 
some pop-ups. But after 
we spoke, Levi, Rufus and 
I decided to come up with 
plan to do a restaurant, 
split it three ways, and 
go from there. We’re all 
childhood friends.

“It all seemed to come 
together, and we can pull 
it off. Right now is the 
time,” he added.

Samedi said he has 
been involved in develop-
ment and construction in 
the area for several years 
and has been looking for 

a restaurant concept to 
get behind. Adams, his 
childhood pal, and room-
mate for more than 10 
years, had a concept, so 
this move seemed right 
from the get-go.

“When this came up, 
it made perfect sense,” 
he said. “In Boston, 
we don’t see a lot of 
Black entrepreneurs and 
restaurants getting love. 
However, for the last 

couple of years I have 
noticed a big change in 
the restaurant business 
for African Americans. 
Lobzter King has been 
everywhere and every-
where he goes, everyone 
loves the food. Now they 
won’t have to wait for a 
pop-up or event – they 
can come here anytime.”

Adams said he re-
luctantly got into the 
cooking scene. When he 
and Samedi were room-
mates, they had parties 
frequently and he was 
always on the grill put-
ting out lobster tails or 
chicken. Later, he started 
grilling lobster tails in 
his own special way for 
friends and family. Soon, 
he said, a good friend 
“forced” him to make it 
a business.

“That led to me mar-
keting the business and 
the pop-ups and kitchen 
takeovers and events all 
over Massachusetts,” he 
said.

Adams said his mother 
was a pastry chef for 
years and she put the 
love of cooking into him 
when he was growing 
up in Mobile, Alabama. 
She has been living in 
Atlanta, he said, but now 
she is going to come up 
to Boston to be in the 
kitchen with him at ‘The 
Mix’ and be a member of 
the food team.

The partners said they 
aren’t ready to talk about 
everything they’ll do 
– they see the outdoor 
patio as a key part of the 
upcoming business – but 
it won’t just be lobster. 
“We are adding more to 
this than just the famous 
lobster,” said Samedi. 
“We are planning on 
doing breakfast with a 
twist. There isn’t much 
in Ashmont in the morn-
ing – maybe a Dunkin’ 
Donuts, but nothing like 
this. We’re trying to make 
a change here, especially 
for Dorchester.”

Adams said they have 
some ideas in mind for 
once the restaurant is up 
and running, including 
things like pop-up kitch-
en takeovers on Mondays 
with an up-and-coming 
chef. It’s something, he 
said, others did to help 
him on his journey to 
the Ashmont Grill site 
and he wanted to provide 
the same opportunity for 
others.

The new team is pur-
suing a liquor license and 
would at least like to open 
the doors with a beer and 
wine license to comple-
ment the food service – as 
was done with the former 
Ashmont Grill. 

If all goes well, they 
said, they’d like to open 
the doors and be fully op-
erational in mid-January.

memberspluscu.org     617-265-6967

To all of our friends and neighbors
in this great community, 

We wish you a joyful present,
A well-remembered past,

And a bright, peaceful future.
Happy Holidays! 

From Members Plus Credit Union

New owner of former Ashmont Grill
taps Lobzter King to run dining space 

“Lobzter King” Jarvis Adams and Levi Samedi are 
combining their efforts with partner Rufus Faulk to 
open “The Mix” in the former Ashmont Grill space 
on Talbot Avenue in Peabody Square. 

Seth Daniel photo
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Black Nativity
JOIN US FOR THE 53RD  

SEASON OF LANGSTON HUGHES’

Visit us online at  
emersontheaters.org/Online/article/BNativity

BUY TICKETS TODAY! 
617-824-8400

DECEMBER 1ST - 17TH

Fridays and Saturdays: 8:00p.m.
Saturday and Sunday matinées: 3:30p.m 

THE PARAMOUNT CENTER
559 Washington St., Boston, Mass.

DECEMBER 9–24
STRAND THEATRE 
DORCHESTER, MA

www.ballettheatre.org/tickets

Use the code DOTNEWS 
for 20% OFF tickets!

A ‘stressful couple of days’ in AG Campbell’s neighborhood
By CoLin a. young

state house
news serviCe

As the state’s top law 
enforcement official, At-
torney General Andrea 
Campbell sees it as her 
responsibility to protect 
the safety of all commu-
nities in Massachusetts 
– and that includes her 
own neighborhood in 
Mattapan.

It had been “a very 
stressful couple of days” 
for Campbell after Dec. 
6, when a State Police 
bust “found significant 
amounts of meth and 
fentanyl” in the house 
next door to Campbell’s, 
she said on GBH Radio’s 
“Boston Public Radio” 
last week. 

The Boston Herald had 
previously reported on 
the arrest of a 31-year-old 
man accused of distribut-
ing crystal meth and fen-
tanyl out of the property, 

though Campbell said the 
newspaper got some of the 
facts wrong.

The attorney general 
detailed the concerns she 
and her neighbors have 
had about the house for 
years. And she said that 
State Police and county 
prosecutors have done 
what they can but faulted 
the city for not doing more 
to “get that person out 
of there” and respond to 
persistent quality-of-life 
complaints from neigh-
bors.

“I can look out my win-

dow and see this house,” 
she noted. “It is a major 
public safety hazard for 
my family, for my hus-
band, my kids, and for the 
whole neighborhood. And 
the sad part is, it’s been 
a problem property in the 
city for probably over four 
years.” 

The attorney general, 
who previously served 
on the Boston City Coun-
cil, said an “elder Irish 
woman” who lived in the 
neighborhood for decades 
started complaining to her 
about the property years 
ago when an individual 
“moved into the house, 
took it over.” She said 
once that person moved 
in, the house started 
getting significant traffic 
“day and night, middle 
of the night, you know, 
women and just all types 
of characters coming in 
and out.

“So fast forward, I 

become attorney general 
and ... it’s an honor, privi-
lege to protect the safety of 
everyone across the com-
monwealth and of course I 
want to do that in my own 
neighborhood,” Campbell 
said. At one point, she 
claimed the person was 
“illegally living there.”

She made clear that 
it was the State Police, 
not local police, that led 
the investigation and 
conducted the bust. She 
said her office works with 
the Boston Police Depart-
ment on lots of matters, 
“but in this particular 
instance, I think you’ve 
got to be a little bit more 
aggressive and with a 
sense of urgency, and not 
give an individual who’s 
proven to be a criminal 
trafficking drugs the ben-
efit of the doubt.

“And he’s back in the 
house, by the way, which 

is even more disturbing,” 
Campbell said, adding 
that “we’re pushing [the 
Inspectional Services De-
partment], we’re pushing 
the city of Boston to do 
their part ... which means 
to get him out of there, to 
get him out of our commu-
nity, to really shut that 
place down, to not allow 
it to continue to be a place 
where they’re trafficking 
drugs, human trafficking, 
the same thing,” she said. 

“I have a State Police de-
tail that sits outside of my 
house,” she noted, “and 
what they see and witness 
– the powerlessness that 
they feel, and that I think 
that I feel at moments 
,is just ridiculous. And, 
so, we’re pushing really 
hard.”

Campbell also said that 
the frustration she feels 
around the situation is 
one example of a larger 
issue in communities like 
Mattapan.

“Folks in Mattapan 
have frequently said, 
you know, they often 
will feel over-policed and 
under-protected. This 
is what they’re talking 
about,” she said. “You 
complain about some-
thing in your neighbor-
hood, something’s not 
right. You call the police, 
you engage your elected 
officials, say for years, and 
you don’t get the response 
that you need with a sense 
of urgency.”

Mayor Wu was on “Bos-
ton Public Radio” right 

after Campbell on Dec. 
12 and addressed the con-
tention that communities 
and the police are not on 
the same page.

“I can’t speak for what 
happened under previous 
administrations and un-
der different transitions, 
but our mission under 
this administration and 
this police administra-
tion under Commissioner 
Michael Cox is to ensure 
that we are as closely 
partnered with commu-
nity members as possible. 
We need to be earning the 
trust of our residents in 
order to deliver safety for 
everyone,” Wu said with-
out specifically addressing 
Campbell’s situation. 

“And that means not 
only being present at 
neighborhood associa-
tions where hopefully we 
could learn of and iden-
tify these types of issues 
across everyone, not just 
those who are in elected 
office, but also to have 
connection points and to 
have the relationships 
broadly where anyone 
feels comfortable and sup-
ported in reaching out to 
make those claims.”

Co-host Margery Eagan 
asked Campbell if she 
ever interacts with the 
person or people who live 
in the house in question, 
like when she takes the 
garbage out. The attorney 
general answered that 
“one time one individual 
did wave to me, and I 
thought, ‘the audacity!’”

MBTA transit police are 
pursuing the identities of 
two people caught in a 
video apparently jump-
ing into the Neponset 
River off a Red Line train 
moving inbound between 
North Quincy Station 
and JFK Station. The 
video posted on X, for-
merly Twitter, by Boston 
25 News after it began 
making rounds on social 

media, seems to show 
two people leap from 
atop the roof of the train 
into the water. A transit 
police spokesman said the 
department believes the 
video is “several months 
old.”

Said Superintendent 
Richard Sullivan, spokes-
man for the transit police, 
in a statement: “First 
and foremost, the stunt 

depicted within the video 
is incredibly dangerous 
and could easily lead 
to a fatality,” He added 
that the “actions depict-
ed within are illegal,” 
and the department is 
investigating and will 
seek criminal complaints 
against the pair once they 
are identified.

For roughly 14 months 
until Nov. 2023, trains 

that crossed the Neponset 
River bridge were restrict-
ed to speeds between 10 
and 25 miles per hour. The 
slow zone amounted to 
numerous speed restric-
tions that the T set up to 
allow for necessary track 
work or ensure the safety 
of riders and T workers on 
tracks in need of repair.

–WBUR

T police investigating after video shows duo 
jump off train into Neponset River

Andrea Campbell
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By seth danieL
news editor

Few dared to venture 
out into the treacherous 
winds and sheets of rain 
that soaked the region 
on Monday, but the mon-
soon-like conditions were 
no deterrence to the 
men and women of the 
National Guard’s 164th 
Transportation Battal-
ion, based at Victory 
Road in Dorchester. 

About 50 Guardsmen 
trooped through the 
neighborhood in tight 
formation clad in full mil-
itary fatigues and gear, 
some featuring Santa 
hats, and others outfitted 
with backpacks decorat-
ed with Christmas lights. 

The “Toy Ruck” march 
– A “ruck” is the act of 
marching with weight, or 
a pack, on the back –has 
been a tradition for more 
than a dozen years now. 

As the group marched 
up Adams Street past 
Meetinghouse Hill with 
a Boston Police escort, 
Col. Jason Oberton told 
the Reporter that the 
procession was all about 
cheering up the kids at 
their destination: Boston 
Children’s Hospital.

“We set off from Victo-
ry Road every year and 
march down to Boston 
Children’s Hospital to 
give the kids gifts and 
cheer them up,” he said. 

“We’ve been doing this 
for 13 years and it used 
to be much bigger before 
Covid, but now we’re 
getting it built up again.”

In the past, the Toy 
Ruck included some 200 
or 300 soldiers, but it was 
cancelled in 2020 and 
2021 due to the pandem-
ic. Now, they are back to 
doing the full route with 
about 50 soldiers partici-
pating – though they still 
cannot directly deliver 
the toys to children due 
to ongoing precautions. 
So, the toy drive is virtual 
with robust fundraising 
online, but the march is 

still very real.
Smiling soldiers had 

their packs filled and 
were prepared to cel-
ebrate at the hospital 
once they arrived. The 
effort raises money for 
the staff at the hospital, 
while cheering up the 
patients there over the 
holiday season with gifts, 
Oberton said.

What he didn’t men-
tion, though, was that 
the event has a personal 
meaning to him. It start-
ed when his own child 
was seeking care over the 
holidays at the hospital.

“BCH will always have 

a special place in my 
heart since my daughter 
was a patient there as a 
newborn,” he wrote on 
the official fundraising 
page. “And with this 
being our 13th Annual 
Ruck supporting these 
amazing and strong kids 
and families, this also 
supports the staff of 
BCH. Let’s spread some 
joy in a world riddled with 
challenges ahead.”

To donate to the virtual 
toy drive, go to the BCH 
website and search for 
the 164th Battalion’s 
13th annual Toy Ruck 
fundraising page.

Uphams.org 
617-287-8000

Think Posi�ve. Stay Nega�ve: HIV & PrEP

Piense en posi�vo. Obtenga un resultado nega�vo: VIH y PrEP

Pense em posi�vo. Seja nega�vo: VIH & PrEP

Suy nghĩ �ch cực. Tránh bệnh tật: HIV & PrEP

Panse pozi�f. Rete nega�f: HIV & PrEP

Upham’s Community Care

Victory Road Guardsmen march through Dot to cheer
kids at Children’s Hospital 

The 164th Transportation Battalion out of the Victory Road Armory marched 
up Meetinghouse Hill on Monday morning in some difficult weather conditions 
that didn’t deter them from its members from their 13th annual Toy Ruck, 
a march from the armory through Dorchester and on to Boston Children’s 
Hospital (BCH).

One of the battalion members decked out in a 
Santa hat flashes a smile and the peace sign as the 
group marches up Adams Street and on to Boston 
Children’s Hospital.  Seth Daniel photos
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500 Geneva Avenue, Dorchester, MA  
(Fields Corner Shopping Center) 

(617) 287-1097

540 Gallivan Boulevard, Dorchester, MA  
(across from McDonalds)

(617) 288-2886

615 Hancock Street, Quincy, MA  
(Wollaston)

(617) 773-1332

Sale Effective 
12/15 to 12/31/23

Jack Daniels 1.75ltr  ........................... $44.99
Tito’s Vodka 1.75ltr  ............................... $29.99
Captain Morgan Rum 1.75ltr ................. $24.99
Paul Masson Brandy 1.75ltr  ................. $16.99
Smirnoff vodka 1.75ltr  ........................... $19.99
Baileys Irish Cream 1.75ltr  ................... $44.99
John Jameson 1.75ltr  ........................... $49.99
Casamigos Blanco 750ml  ..................... $39.99
Kahlua 1.75ltr  ....................................... $39.99
Rum Chata 1.75ltr  ................................ $36.99
Jagermeister 1.75ltr  .............................. $39.99
Espolon Blanco 1.75ltr .......................... $44.99
Seagrams Crown Royal 1.75ltr ............. $44.99
Amaretto di Soronno 1.75ltr .................. $49.99

Johnnie Walker Red 1.75ltr  .................. $29.99
Bombay Sapphire 1.75ltr  ...................... $36.99
Seagrams Seven 1.75ltr  ....................... $19.99
Tullamore Dew 1.75ltr  .......................... $44.99
Basil Hayden 750ml .............................. $33.99
Gunpowder Gin 750ml .......................... $29.99
Oban 14yr 750ml  .................................. $79.99
B&B 750ml ............................................ $27.99
Grand Marnier 750ml ............................ $31.99
Buffalo Trace 750ml  .............................. $29.99
Glenlivet 12yr 750ml  ............................. $44.99
Bulleit Bourbon 750ml  .......................... $29.99
Hibiki Harmony 750ml  .......................... $69.99
Glendronach 15yr 750ml  ...................... $89.99
Sambuca Romana 750ml  ..................... $25.99
Four Roses Yellow 1.75ltr  ..................... $39.99
Skrewball Peanut Butter 750ml ............  $21.99
Aperol 750ml  ........................................ $19.99
Fernet Branca 750ml  ............................ $29.99
Fabrizia Lemoncello 750ml ................... $18.99
Fireball 750ml  ....................................... $14.99

SPIRITS

STAFF
FAVORITES

BEER $15.99

Rolling Rock 18pk Can ........................... $10.99
Heineken 18pk Can  ............................... $21.99
Michelob Ultra 18pk  ............................... $17.99
Bud & Bud Light Suitcase  ...................... $21.99
Corona 7oz Case ................................... $19.99
Modelo 7oz Case ................................... $19.99

BUBBLES

Coors Light 18pk Can
Amstel 12pk Btl
Corona Light 12pk Can
Stella Artois 12pk Btl
High Noon 8pk
Truly Vodka 8pk

Bud & Bud Light 18pk can
Goose Island IPA 18pk can
Cisco Forever IPA 12pk can
Shipyard Pumpkin 12pk can
Stone IPA Variety 12pk can
Blue Moon 12pk can
Long Trail IPA 12pk can

Lord Hob Variety 12pk can
Sierra Nevada 12pk can
Guinness Stout 12pk Btl
Modelo 12pk Btl
Red Stripe 12pk Btl
Sam Adams 12pk Can

Carlson’s 
Cider 
8pk

$18.99

 
          

My Favorite Neighbor Cabernet .......$29.99
Far Niente Napa Cabernet  ..............$99.99
Justin Cabernet  ...............................$22.99
Kendall Jackson Chardonnay  ..........$12.99
Decoy Pinot Noir ..............................$17.99
Layer Cake Bourbon Cabernet  ........ $11.99
Coppola Merlot  ................................$12.99
Meiomi Pinot Noir  ............................$17.99
Josh Pinot Noir  ................................$12.99
Cakebread Sauvignon Blanc  ...........$24.99
La Crema Chardonnay  ....................$18.99
Mark West Pinot Noir  .........................$7.99
A to Z Pinot Noir  ..............................$18.99
Gnarly Head Zinfandel .......................$8.99
J. Lohr Chardonnay  .........................$15.99
Deloach Pinot Noir .............................$9.99
Zac Brown Cabernet ........................$14.99

Josh Cabernet  .................................$12.99
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio  ...........$19.99
Dr. Loosen Riesling  .........................$10.99
Bodini Malbec  ....................................$9.99
Relax Riseling ..................................$16.99
Ruffino Reserve Ducale Tan  ............$19.99
Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc  .............$9.99
Trimbach Riesling  ............................$14.99
San Angelo Sauvignon Blanc  ..........$14.99
Chat Grand Versennes Bordeaux ......$9.99
Dr. Thanisch Riesling  .......................$13.99
Cavit Pinot Grigio 1.5ltr ....................$10.99
Harveys Bristol Cream .....................$10.99
Fonseca Tawny Port  ........................ $11.99
Sandeman 10yr Tawny Port  ............$24.99
Taylor 10yr Porto  .............................$24.99

WINE

Far Niente Napa Cabernet  ... $99.99
Opus One  ........................... $349.99
BV Georges de Latour  .......... $99.99
Cakebread Chardonnay  ....... $39.99

Stags Leap Artimus  .............. $59.99
Cakebread Pinot Noir  ........... $49.99
Austin Hope Cabernet  .......... $49.99
Mondavi Oakville Cabernet  .. $64.99

Armand de Brignac Rose  .. $349.99
Moet Ice  ............................... $59.99
Veuve Cliquot Rose  ............. $59.99
Moet Nectar Imperial  ............. 59.99
Luc Belair ............................. $24.99
Lunetta Prosecco ................... $9.99

Mionetto Prosecco  ............... $10.99
Ruffino Prosecco  ................. $10.99
La Marca Prosecco .............. $13.99
M&R Asti Spumante  ............ $13.99
Ballatore Spumante  ............... $8.99
Freixenet Brut/Xdry 1.5ltr ..... $18.99

All stores closed 
Christmas Day

$16.99
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From: 

FROM THE WORRELL BROTHERS

Happy Holidays

BRIAN

5 Erie St, Dorchester, MA 02121
(617) 265-0743

Community Office
City Councilor Brian Worrell & 

State Representative Christopher Worrell
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We wish you a

 MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

From 

Senator Collins & Family

Happy Happy holidays!holidays!

/MassConvention

massconvention.com

Warm wishes for the season, from our house to yours.
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Dorchester resident 
Hank Seemore returned 
recently from seven-day 
trek through the Himala-
ya Mountains to help Ne-
pal students get to school 
more easily. A corporate 
giving initiative at his 
employer, Canton-based 
Computershare, allowed 
Seemore to join 25 other 
employees and raise 
more than $100,000 to 
help the World Youth 
International School in 
Nepal’s Gokarna region. 

The funds will allow 
the school to double the 
number of its school bus-
es and significantly cut 
down the amount of time 
pupils currently spend 
waiting to travel. Some 
students can arrive up 
to two hours before their 
first class and remain on 
the premises well beyond 
the end of the school day. 

The school’s exist-
ing two buses transport 
many of the school’s 650 
students to school every 
day, with each vehicle 
making multiple daily 
trips. 

The school will also use 
the funds to purchase 
much-needed items for 

the classroom and sup-
port the wages of extra 
teachers to help reduce 
the number of children 
in each class. 

Seemore, a leader with-
in the company’s US 
Treasury team, said 
he is passionate about 
supporting the educa-
tion of students at the 
World Youth Internation-
al School.

“I myself have received 
kind support from oth-
ers, which has shaped 

who I am as a person, 
both personally and pro-
fessionally,” he said. “As a 
result, I am trying to rally 
support for this noble 
endeavor so that others 
can benefit, in turn.”

C o m p u t e r s h a r e ’ s 
Change A Life foun-
dation has supported 
the school for the past 
five years through regu-
lar donations that staff 
members make and the 
company matches.

  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

The Keystone build-
ing that overlooks the 
Southeast Expressway 
near Granite Avenue 
was originally built for 
the Hallet Davis Piano 
Company. In 1942, the 
Keystone Manufactur-
ing Co., which had been 
founded in 1919 to build 
machines and other 
products, moved to the 
former piano company 
building at 151 Hallet 
St.

The company special-
ized in the manufacture 
of toys. In 1931, the 
company introduced the 
“Ride ‘Em” line of steel 
toys. It also branched 
out with a company 
called Keystone Wood 
Toys. 

Keystone expanded 
its product line again 
in 1954 with the Key-
stone Camera Co., but 
the company shut down 
that business on site 
six years later. Berkey 
Photo acquired the fran-
chise in 1968 and moved 
the camera operations 
to Clifton, New Jersey. 
The company filed for 
Chapter 11 protection in 
January 1991, the New 
York Times reported. 

In 1977, Corcoran, 
Mullins, Jennison Man-
agement Co. bought the 
building and converted 
it into 223 one- and 
two- bedrooms apart-
ments for the elderly 
and handicapped

These posts can be 

viewed on the blog at 
dorchesterhistorical-
society.org. The Soci-
ety’s William Clapp and 
James Blake Houses 
are open to the public 
on the third Sunday of 
the month from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

YESTERYEAR  ARCHIVE
Dorchester Historical Society

The Keystone Building

Dot man, fellow employees
at Computershare hike up
Himalayas to help students

The Codman Square Holiday event 
took place on Dec. 3 in conjunction with 
the Enchanted Trolley tour stop there. 
Despite inclement weather, more than 
150 people showed up and 150 toys 

were given away. The Codman Square 
Neighborhood Council and the BOLD 
Teens helped to give away toys and 
several other partners pitched in to 
make the afternoon festive. 

Partygoers defy weather, enjoy
Codman Square holiday party

Jeffery Johnson, Jr., with Santa and Mrs. Claus in Codman Square.

Jeffery Johnson, Sr., Catalina Urtubey Otalora, Cynthia Loesch-Johnson, and 
Mayor Wu enjoyed the tree lighting and holiday party in Codman Square.

Mayor Wu with friends attending the Codman Square holiday party and tree 
lighting.  Photos courtesy of the Mayor’s Office

Reggie and Vicma Desir with Santa Claus during the Codman Square holiday 
party.

Hank Seemore
Dot man treks for a cause
Photo courtesy Computershare
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By BiLL waLCzak
reporter CoLumnist

Last Saturday was a major anniversary for the 
Boston Tea Party, which happened 250 years ago 
on December 16, 1773.  The Tea Party was a major 
escalation in the era’s conflict between the Amer-
ican colonies and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain.  What was at that time a movement that 
mainly saw Parliament rather than King George 
III as the problem rapidly changed following the 
Tea Party. Thirty months later, the colonies, calling 
themselves the “thirteen united States of America” 
declared their independence, giving as their reason 
the king’s “repeated injuries and usurpations, all 
having in direct object the establishment of an ab-
solute Tyranny over these States.”

We’ve all learned the American side of the Tea 
Party story in school.  It has been fascinating learn-
ing about the British side of the story from reading 
“The Correspondence of Thomas Hutchinson,” who 
was the royal governor of the Massachusetts colony 
at the time of the Tea Party.  His communications 
from 1773 indicate that tensions between the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Colony and Parliament in London 
were growing, mainly due to decisions by the British 
that colonists believed usurped their authority to 
govern themselves.  

Hutchinson, deciding that he had to take a stand 
against the view that the colonists could challenge 
the supremacy of Parliament, summoned the Mas-
sachusetts General Court into session and stated, 
“I know of no line that can be drawn between the 
supreme authority of Parliament and the total in-
dependence of the colonies.” 

Colonist leaders Samuel and John Adams coun-
tered that the relationship with Britain was a 
contract between the colonists and the king, not 
Parliament, and, therefore, the Massachusetts 
General Court, not Parliament, was the entity that 
had the authority to determine which British laws 
would be observed in the colony. 

In this atmosphere, Parliament’s introduction in 
the fall of 1773 of the Tea Act, which was meant to 
support a financially troubled East India Company, 
became the next crisis. Hutchinson, who lived in 
downtown Boston and had a country house on Milton 
Hill where today’s Hutchinson’s Field is located, 
viewed the group of Boston radicals led by Samuel 
Adams as the cause of the tensions between Britain 
and Massachusetts. He believed that overall, the 
general population was loyal to rule from London.  

With the Massachusetts economy in good shape 
and local taxes low, Hutchinson couldn’t understand 
why there would be such opposition to a small tea 
tax.  But the issue for the colonists was, essentially, 
local control versus control by a faraway legislature 
exerting more and more control over Massachusetts.

Boston leaders initially tried to get merchants 
who would be receiving tea shipments to resign 
their offices, with the result that no one would be 
available to accept the tea.  But that didn’t work, 
and ships with tea started arriving in Boston on 
Nov. 28.  The law in place stated that the tea tax 
had to be paid within twenty days of arrival in port, 
that is, by Dec. 16, or the cargo would be subject 
to confiscation. 

Various plans were developed to either have the 
tea kept by the government or to have the ships 
leave before the twenty-day deadline, but bureau-
cratic rules kept the vessels from leaving Boston. 
Hutchinson pleaded with Lord Dartmouth, the 
British Secretary of State for the Colonies, to allow 
the tea to be sent elsewhere, as “the spirit is now 
much lower in several other Colonies.” He even 
suggested that war with Spain or France could be 

“the means of bringing the people to their senses.”
Correspondence from Hutchinson on Dec. 14 

shows that he tried to get another town in the area, 
including Dorchester, to allow the ships to unload the 
tea there, but “they have kept a constant military 
Watch of 25 men every night, generally with their 
fire arms, to prevent the Tea being privately landed.” 

Two days later, on Dec. 16, a messenger from the 
Boston “Body of the Trade” went to Hutchinson’s 
house on Milton Hill with a request that the gover-
nor grant passes for the ships to leave Boston. He 
refused, and reported to Lord Dartmouth the next 
day that “yesterday towards evening [the messenger] 
came to me at Milton, and I soon satisfied him that 
no such permit would be granted until the Vessel 
was regularly cleared.  He returned to Town after 
dark in the evening and reported to the Meeting 
the answer I had given him.”  

The “Meeting” he was referring to was a huge 
gathering called due to the imminent tea tax pay-
ment deadline.  It was held at the Old South Meeting 
House, attracting at least 5,000 people (about a third 
of the population of Boston), who surrounded the 
Meeting House due to the sheer size of the crowd.  

Upon hearing the response from Hutchinson, Sam-
uel Adams declared, “This meeting can do nothing 
further to save the country,” and a group of men 
proceeded to go to three of the ships and dump 340 
chests of tea into Boston Harbor. 

In retaliation, Parliament responded with the 
Boston Port Bill, which closed off the harbor to 
commerce by ship and required Bostonians to pay 
for the tea dropped into the harbor.  Hutchinson fled 
to England and was replaced as royal governor by 
General Thomas Gage.  Other acts of Parliament, 
meant to stop resistance to its supreme authority, 
followed. Colonists called them the Intolerable Acts 
and they served to increase tensions and radicalize 
even more Massachusetts residents.  Even so, the 
colonists still saw the problem as parliament, not 
the king.  It would be another year or so before 
George III became the primary villain.

Reading through Hutchinson’s missives shows 
so many missed opportunities to resolve the issue.  
Would Hutchinson have brusquely dismissed the 
messenger if he knew there were 5,000 angry Bos-
tonians waiting for his decision?  

My exploration of this topic prompted some 
thoughts about all the other missed opportunities 
to resolve the conflict that led to the American Rev-
olution. What would have happened if Parliament 
had decided that problems with the colonies wasn’t 
worth the money they would get from taxation, and 
allowed the colonies to return to control of their 
own local affairs?  Would the colonies then have 
remained part of the British Empire, rather than 
establish the United States of America? 

And what would have happened after Aug. 1, 1834, 
when Parliament passed the Slavery Abolition Act, 
which outlawed slavery across the British Empire, 
freeing 800,000 enslaved people in its colonies?  
Would there have been acceptance of abolition by 
an America still ruled by the British government, 
avoiding the deaths 31 years later of 632,000 Union 
and Confederate soldiers?  

Speculative history has produced popular televi-
sion shows for a reason: Our world could easily have 
turned out differently had just a few issues had been 
resolved in another way. That’s why history needs 
to be taught with honest appraisals of how crises 
are handled.  In the words of the turn-of-the-19th 
century Harvard intellectual George Santayana, 
“Those who cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.”

Editorial
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Commentary

British moves that spurred Tea Party
left interesting what-ifs? for historians   

In recent weeks, the timely delivery of the 
Dorchester Reporter that is mailed to some of our 
paid subscribers has become a problem. 

We have received multiple reports of late and/or 
non-delivery to homes in Dorchester, especially from 
subscribers in the Dorchester Center 02124 postal 
zone. One person told us of receiving the Nov. 30 
edition eleven days late, and that it arrived in the 
same delivery with the Dec. 6 edition, which was 
four days late.

The subscription copies of each week’s edition 
are delivered to the post office every Wednesday at 
or before noon. In 02122 and 02124, the papers are 
delivered directly to these offices, under an “excep-
tional dispatch” with the USPS. 

While a portion of each mailing is delivered 
to the Fort Point office for sorting downtown, 
we bring the papers directly to those two 
Dorchester offices to help expedite getting the 
papers into subscribers’ homes without delay.  
That system has been in place for many years and 
has usually worked well. 

This current problem started after the Thanks-
giving week edition and has continued each week 
thereafter.  

We have reached out to postal managers and were 
told to speak directly to the office managers locally. 
This week a supervisor at the 02124 office told us 
they are working to resolve this problem.  

– Bill Forry and Ed Forry

A note to our US Postal subscribers

And the award for the most overblown and ridicu-
lous non-news story of the year goes to… you guessed 
it: the Boston holiday party story that quickly spread 
‘round the world. The white grievance machine went 
into hyper-drive last week over a two-hour reception 
at the Parkman House that featured Mayor Wu 
hosting a collection of “electeds of color,” including 
state lawmakers and city councillors from Boston. 

The outrage was prompted when a staff member in 
Wu’s office sent invites to all city councillors, when 
in fact the event itself was not intended just for 
councillors, but also for state lawmakers and other 
officeholders who identify as people of color.

The Mayor’s office then made its second mistake 
of the day: Instead of letting it roll, they in effect 
disinvited councillors who aren’t part of the elected of 
color group, which meets informally on a regular basis, 
just like many other special-interest “caucuses” do.

It’s a breach of etiquette and common courtesy 
to invite someone to any event and then disinvite 
them. Anyone who’s ever organized an invite list for 
a wedding, bridal shower, or a backyard BBQ knows 
better. If you invite Aunt Jeannie, you don’t un-invite 
Aunt Jeannie, unless you want a blood feud with 
Aunt Jeannie and her whole side of the family. The 
entire city council was planning to meet up for its 
own holiday gathering that night, anyway. So, what 
if a few councillors who aren’t part of this specific 
group’s regular lineup popped by the Parkman House 
for a Diet Coke and a plate of Chinese take-out? Order 
a few extra servings. Who cares?

Instead, the manufactured “scandal” fed the 
pathetic beast that is the right-wing propaganda 
machine that pounces on any perceived slight toward 
its ranks.  Once the faux pas went public, it became 
a race to the bottom with every Trump-aligned 
muckraker in the nation seeking to one-up the last 
one with feigned outrage and calls for resignations 
and criminal probes. 

It’s absurd – and the white “leaders” who fanned 
those flames should be ashamed of their role in 
stoking the division and making Boston, once again, 
a laughingstock.

It’s all the more sinister because they know well 
that all elected officials belong to some sub-group 
that meets and confers apart from their larger leg-
islative body.  Members of the South Boston delega-
tion routinely meet over coffee or breakfast to talk 
about issues specific to their districts.  Within the 
Legislature, there’s a Boston delegation that meets 
regularly and even elects a chairperson annually to 
lead their discussions and special events. Mayors 
Menino, Walsh and Wu have all routinely hosted the 
Boston delegation in city spaces, including the Park-
man House, to share a meal and to hear the priorities 
of city government. Is it considered an affront that 
suburban members of the Legislature aren’t invited 
to those meetings and receptions? Of course not. 

It’s worth noting that this manufactured “scandal” 
has unfolded while Boston’s sordid record of race-
based offenses was on a national stage through the 
HBO-Globe retrospective of the infamous Charles 
Stuart case. On Wednesday, Mayor Wu did what no 
other city leader before her deemed necessary: She 
apologized on behalf of her predecessors for the ha-
rassment of Black men — including Willie Bennett 
and his family. Don’t expect any such remorse from 
this mayor’s  detractors. They’re far too busy whining 
away about their own contrived grievances, which 
may titilate their “base” outside the city, but ring 
pathetically hollow to local eyes and ears.  
                                                           – Bill Forry

A phony ‘scandal’ 
rings hollow
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Holiday Wishes
As 2023 draws to a close, St. Mary’s 
Center for Women and Children 
expresses its sincere gratitude for 
all who have joined with us in our 
mission this year, particularly in these 
immensely challenging times. 
Massachusetts is in crisis, with family 
homelessness in the City of Boston 
rising by 21.5% last year. 

Knowing that shelter is not enough 
to erase the devastation of 
cyclical poverty and homelessness, 
St. Mary’s Center partners with 500 
women, children, and families
annually, assessing their unique 
needs and providing the 
comprehensive supportive services 
needed to propel them towards 
their personal goals and a 
sustainable future.

Consider one mom, Alaa, who 
arrived at our Adult Family Shelter 
program with her young daughter 
after experiencing heart failure due 
to COVID-19 that led to her losing 
her job and housing. After years of 
working a stable job that allowed 
her to provide for her family, Alaa 
never imagined herself needing to 
ask for help. 

Immediately upon arrival at St. 
Mary’s Center, Alaa was met with 
the warmth and compassion of St. 
Mary’s Center’s dedicated team 
who provided an integrated 
model of care addressing their 
unique needs. Alaa began weekly 
individual therapy sessions with her 
full-time behavioral health clinician, 
whom she credits with instilling 
confidence in her during an 
incredibly challenging time in her 
life, and received support from her 
case manager in navigating the 
complex housing system in Boston 
and pursuing career opportunities. 
This holiday season, Alaa is thriving 
in a new career and has big dreams 
for herself and her daughter for the 
future. 

Please consider giving your 
year-end gift today. By supporting 
St. Mary’s Center, you help hundreds 
of families just like Alaa’s see
 a brighter future.

Thank you for your generous support 
of St. Mary’s Center families, this 
holiday season and year-round. 

Change comes from the Center

By ayden Cardoso
speCiaL to the reporter

Even from a young age, I knew I had to make an effort 
to change the injustices I noticed in my community. 
From the very first moment I set foot in Dorchester’s 
Boston Collegiate Charter School’s fifth grade, my 
passion led me to explore various avenues, from ex-
tracurriculars to civic engagement, seeking positions 
where my voice could make a difference. However, the 
journey has been far from straightforward, especially 
for a young Black man like me.

In middle school, my commitment to community 
involvement found expression through the Mayor’s 
Youth Council. I was introduced to the world of civic 
leadership, which helped to solidify my passion for 
effecting positive change. As I moved to high school, 
I became part of its Black Student Union, eventually 
becoming co-president. 

My inspiration stems from the strong women in 
my life, particularly my mother and my godmother. 
They taught me the importance of standing up for 
yourself, and making sure that your voice is heard 
even in settings where that may feel difficult. Their 
influence fueled my determination to be a leader and 
to help encourage other young people who look like 
me to do the same. 

As I entered my senior year, the looming college 
application process brought a mix of excitement 
and trepidation. The Supreme Court decision on 
affirmative action last summer added an extra layer 
of uncertainty. Affirmative action, as I understood 
it, aimed to level the playing field by ensuring that 
minority students – who actually reflect the majority 
of the world’s population – had a fair shot at higher 
education. This ruling felt, and feels, like a step back-
ward for our country, leaving me wondering what kind 
of environment awaits me at my chosen institution.

College visits during my junior year highlighted the 
challenges I face as a student of color. I was frequently 
struck by the beauty of the campuses, but also by the 
lack of diversity. It raised concerns for me about find-

ing my community if I went to a predominantly white 
institution. Affirmative action, for me, meant feeling 
sure there would be a sense of community anywhere 
I went; but with this recent setback, the fear of not 
finding that community and facing microaggressions 
and oppression intensifies. That fear spurred me to do 
deeper research into the demographics of the colleges 
to which I was applying.

 I also faced a dilemma in expressing my identity. 
While writing one of the essays for one college’s applica-
tion, I hesitated between describing myself as a “Black 
young man” or just a “young man.” Ultimately, I chose 
to embrace my identity unapologetically, recognizing 
that who I am is an asset to any college environment.

Affirmative action wasn’t about giving students of 
color a leg up, it was about leveling the playing field 
in institutions where privilege often dictates success. 

In my pursuit of advocating for a more equitable 
education system, I learned about proposed legisla-
tion in Massachusetts that could address one policy 
that increases inequality in higher education – legacy 
admissions. Students should get into college based 
on merit, not on being related to an alumnus/a of the 
college. I hope our elected officials will prioritize this 
issue, as it has the power to dismantle barriers that 
disproportionately affect students of color. 

As I stand on the edge of college life, I remain 
inspired by political leaders like Barack Obama and 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, individuals who have defied 
societal norms. I aspire to major in political science, 
attend law school, and eventually enter the political 
arena myself. 

Understandably, some of my peers are becoming 
increasingly disinterested with the political process in 
our country. I hope to help rebuild trust in a system 
that I know has the potential to enact positive change, 
and to advocate for a future where everyone’s voice 
is not only heard but valued.

Ayden Cardoso lives in Dorchester and is a senior at 
Boston Collegiate Charter School. He will be attending 
Dartmouth College next year.

Making my way to college in the wake
of the decision on Affirmative Action

FRE E ADM ISSION •  6PM TH U RSDAYS
Celebrating Boston’s vibrant music scene!

LONG LIVE BREWERY & TAPROOM
152 Hampden St, Boston MA

free parking onsite!

MORE INFO AT: longlivebeerworks.com/boston  ///  @longliveroxbury

By tim FandeL and 
andrew deangeLo
As our city and our 

region continue to un-
dergo an unprecedented 
building boom, it is a good 
time to consider how vital 
top-quality plumbing – 
done by licensed profes-
sionals - is to our public 
health and safety.

Massachusetts has one 
of the top drinking wa-
ter ratings in the na-
tion and that is no acci-
dent. It is because of our 
strong plumbing codes, 
renowned union appren-
ticeship programs, and a 
commitment to training 
and upholding standards 
set by generations of ex-
pert plumbers who built 
our city.

It seems that every day 
ground is broken on an 
exciting, transformative 
development – from the 
10,000-unit new commu-
nity underway at Suffolk 
Downs, to the massive 
redevelopment at South 
Station, to the recently 
approved 21-building, 
$5 billion Dorchester 
Bay City at the former 
Bayside Expo Center 
in Dorchester. All these 
projects require expertise 
from well-trained union 
plumbers who will adhere 
to the codes that ensure 
the water flowing through 
these buildings is pure, 
the outflow systems are 
sanitary, and the heating 
and cooling systems are 
professionally installed, 
tested, and maintained 
for safety.

Properly installed and 
carefully designed water 
drainage systems are es-
sential to public health. 
The first thing an insur-

ance company will do in 
the event of an accident, a 
leak, a bacterial outbreak, 
or other public health or 
safety crisis will be to 
check to see if the system 
was installed by a licensed 
plumber. If the answer to 
that question is no, then 
developers, contractors, 
building owners and oth-
ers can be held liable. 

Licensed, union plumb-
ers are constantly re-
freshing their training to 
ensure their craftsman-
ship meets the current 
standards under state 
law. Codes are constantly 
changing, and new heat-
ing and cooling technolo-
gies are evolving daily. It 
takes committed profes-
sionals to stay up to date 
on these technologies and 
make sure nothing is left 
to chance.

There have been efforts 

to relax the plumbing code 
in Massachusetts, but, 
thankfully, our legislators 
have stood strong to pro-
tect the code that keeps 
our drinking water clean 
and our communities safe 
and sanitary.

The motto of Boston’s 
Plumbers and Gasfit-
ters Local 12, which 
has proudly represent-
ed licensed professional 
plumbers since 1889, is, 
simply, “health starts 
with plumbing.” The na-
tional United Association, 
of which Local 12 is a 
member, represents more 
than 375,000 plumbing 
industry professionals 
in 300 locals across the 
US and Canada, making 
it one of the largest and 
longest-standing labor 
unions in the country. Our 
members and signatory 
contractors live by this 

simple message every day: 
Health starts with plumb-
ing. It is a message that 
is more important than 
ever to consider as our 
city grows. We sometimes 
take clean drinking water 
and sanitary plumbing 
for granted, but in many 
nations, and even other 
states, it is not a given.

Protect ing  publ i c 
health must remain pri-
ority number one as we 
continue to revitalize and 
reimagine our city and 
our state. These historic 
investments transform-
ing our communities are 
too important to leave to 
chance.

Tim Fandel is Business 
Manager of Plumbers 
& Gasfitters Local 12. 
Andrew DeAngelo is ex-
ecutive director of the 
Greater Boston Plumbing 
Contractors Association.

Licensed plumbers keep Boston safe, healthy
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NEW 2023 DODGE DURANGO SXT 
LAUNCH EDITION

Quirk Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Boston   (857) 309-7600 40 Hallet St., Dorchester, MA

*Lease Loyalty: Must be returning Chrysler lessee. Conquest Lease Assist. available to current lessees of competitive non-Chrysler vehicles. See dealer for details. All lessees: $3995 down, 10K miles/yr. Tax, title, acq., sec. reg & doc. additional. Extra charges may apply at 
lease end. “Promaster Conquest: must own a comparable comm. vehicle ask for details. Approved credit. Finance Bonus requires finance w/ Chrysler Capital. Conquest Bonus avail. to Silverado & Sierra owners, no trade required. To qualify for snow plow rebate customers 
must be a business owner. All transactions must be completed at time of sale. Must finance with dealer. Subject to program change without notice. Sale ends 12/31/23 0% AVAILABLE IN LIEU OF THE REBATE AND SUBJECT TO BANK APPROVAL.

QUIRK SERVICE CENTER

• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS • EARLY BIRD HOURS
• FREE ESTIMATES • STATE INSPECTION

$59.95 FULL-SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
SERVICE UP TO 5 QTS. 
INCLUDES TOP OFF FLUIDS, SET TIRE PRESSURE
& COMPLIMENTARY MULTI-POINT INSPECTION.

SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI: 7 A.M. - 6 P.M.       SAT: 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.          SUN: CLOSED

NEW 2023 JEEP 
WRANGLER 
RUBICON 4XE

NEW 2023 
JEEP COMPASS 
LATITUDE  4X4

NEW 2023 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
LAREDO 4X4

NEW 2023 CHRYSLER PACIFICA 
PLUG-IN HYBRID 
TOURING L

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

    $229
    $329

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 36 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 36 MOS.*

    $342
    $429

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 36 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 36 MOS.*

    $349
    $449

NEW 2024 DODGE 
HORNET R/T EAWD

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 24 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 24 MOS.*

        $99
    $299

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 39 MOS.*

    $399
    $499

NEW 2023 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
OVERLAND 4XE

$56,998
Quirk  Price MONEY DOWN PER MO.

LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 36 MOS.*

    $399
    $499

MSRP........ ..................
$34,385

REBATE............................................-5,157
MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 39 MOS.*

    $269
    $369

NEW 2024 RAM 1500 TRADESMAN 
QUAD CAB 4x4
6’4’ BOX

$43,466
Quirk  
Price

$28,998
Quirk  Price

$37,998
Quirk  Price

$62,998
Quirk  Price

$39,498
Quirk  Price

$39,498
Quirk  
Price

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

    $299
    $399

MSRP........ ............
$43,925

LEASE LOYALTY ....................-2,000
REBATE......................................-2,000

NEW 2023 
DODGE CHARGER 
SXT AWD

$39,498
Quirk  Price

MSRP........ ............
$43,540

REBATE......................................-2,000 MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39  MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE:3 39 MOS.*

    $239
    $339

MSRP........ ............
$70,350

LEASE LOYALTY ....................-1,500

LEASE LOYALTY........ 
$2,000

MSRP ......................................42,125

MSRP....... ...................
$43,585

LEASE LOYALTY .............-2,000
REBATE .............................-2,500
CHRYSLER FINANCE BONUS ..... -750

$45,498
Quirk  
Price

MSRP....... .......................
$53,280

REBATE .............................. -3,000
STELLANTIS FINANCE BONUS ......-750
LEASE LOYALTY ..................... -2,000

MSRP........ ............
$71,270

REBATE......................................-3,000
LEASE LOYALTY ....................-2,000 MSRP........ ......................

$48,945
REBATE....................................................-4,500
LEASE LOYALTY ..................................-3,000
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took two full years – 
the longest construction 
project I’ve ever been 
on.”

One example from the 
list of delays involved a 
mandatory discussion 
with the city for approval 
of a special exterior terra 
cotta product that was 
new to the Boston mar-
ket. Once the okay was 
granted, however, world 
events took over.

“As soon as we were 
ready to order the ma-
terial in February 2022, 
the war broke out in 
Ukraine, the only place 
where the product was 
made,” said Lee. It took 
us months and months 
to get approval and then 
we find out we couldn’t 
get it anywhere.”

Other delays included 
things like subcontractor 
issues and the securing 
of the electric meters for 
utilities.

One positive story 
shared by Lee is about 
the only abutter – Hung 
Nguyen – who was more 
than happy to accommo-
date the larger building 
called for by the Fields 
Corner Civic Association 
(FCCA) if his friend, for-
mer property owner John 
Gallagher, would get the 
maximum benefit from 
the sale of his property. 
“It blew me away,” said 
Lee.

The project verged on 
the unique with its use of 

a new and innovative for-
mula to allow community 
members to purchase 
shares of the building, 
own a small piece of the 
property, and share in 
its governance – with 
Crowdfund contribu-

tions of between $200 and 
$2,000 per person. 

One perk of that was 
that investors were able 
to vote on the use of 
the ground-floor retail 
space. They chose a book-
store/gathering concept 
brought to them by Por-
sha Olayiwola (Boston’s 
Poet Laureate) and Bing 
Broderick.

Both were on hand last 
Thursday and treated the 
gathering for the build-
ing as the groundbreak-
ing for their enterprise 
– Just Bookish bookstore 
and Words and Worlds 
gathering space. They 
said they are waiting for 
the building permit and 
hope to be open in five 
months.

“We want to build col-
laboration and get into 
some good trouble; we 
believe literature is one 
way to do that…and we 
believe sharing stories 
can push the world,” said 
Olayiwola, who noted 
that they intend to offer 
light bites, and maybe 
introduce a bar concept 
down the road.

Jessica Boatright, of 
the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing, shared with 
the gathering that Dot 
Crossing is the first space 
to benefit from the city’s 
new Commercial Assis-
tance Fund – meaning 
they will have subsidized 
rents for 10 years.

(Continued from page 1)

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG

Please note our holiday hours:

Season’s 
Greetings!

SAT., DEC. 23:  
Regular Hours

(Primary Care: 9 am – 1 pm;  
Urgent Care: 9 am – 3 pm)

SUN., DEC. 24:  
CLOSED

MON., DEC. 25:  
CLOSED

TUES., DEC. 26:  
Regular Hours

(Primary Care: 8:30 am – 8:30 pm; 
Urgent Care: 8 am – 8:30 pm)

SAT., DEC. 30:  
Regular Hours

(Primary Care: 9 am – 1 pm;  
Urgent Care: 9 am – 3 pm)

SUN., DEC. 31:  
CLOSED

MON., JAN. 1:  
CLOSED

TUES., JAN. 2:  
Regular Hours

(Primary Care: 8:30 am – 8:30 pm; 
Urgent Care: 8 am – 8:30 pm)

The Optical Shop will be closed Dec. 20 – Dec. 27

8  

Celebration hails Dot Crossing’s rise in Fields Corner landscape

Above, left, views from 
the top floor of the build-
ing offer a clear view of 
the iconic National Grid 
gas tank.
Below, left, Porsha Olay-
iwola, left, and Bing 
Broderick discuss what 
the Just Bookish store 
and Words as Worlds 
gathering space will be 
like when it opens. 
Above, Travis Lee, pres-
ident of TLee Develop-
ment.

Seth Daniel photos
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especially lately, just in the environ-
ment that we all are in today. From the 
national level on down, it is a sacrifice.”

By the end of last week, Boston’s 
environment included controversy, 
mainly among commentators on social 
media, about whether it was proper to 
have a holiday party – a regular seasonal 
gathering not funded by taxpayers – for 
elected officials of color and their signifi-
cant others at the Parkman House. But, 
at the council meeting on Wednesday, 
the focus was on other things. 

Before the parting speeches, coun-
cillors acted on several agenda items. 
Among the actions were 12-0 votes to 
approve additional spending for the 
new five-year contract with the Boston 
Police Patrolmen’s Association (BPPA). 
The decision avoided the risk of having 
a settlement by arbitration, and its 
supporters included councillors who 
had voted two months earlier against 
authorization of a federal grant for the 
police unit that oversees a controversial 
gang database.

One opponent of the grant, District 
4 (Dorchester/Mattapan) Councillor 
Brian Worrell, hailed the contract for 
reforms concerning detail policy and 
police misconduct. “Many administra-
tions have sought these reforms and 
were unsuccessful,” he posted on the 
social media site X, “so I’m grateful 
to the current administration and 
the union representatives for their 
efforts in creating these common-sense 
reforms.”

There was less agreement when the 
council voted 8-4 in favor of a home rule 
petition that would give legal Boston 
residents without US citizenship the 
right to vote in city elections. If signed 
by Wu, the petition would still have to 
win approved at the State House, where 
it could face strong opposition.

According to a report last year by 
the Boston Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA), non-citizens account 
for 15 percent of the population in 
Dorchester. The same report counted 
almost 93,000 non-citizens in Boston 
who were at least 18 years old, and al-
most $28 million in property taxes paid 
by the city’s non-citizen homeowners. 
An earlier BPDA report showed that 
documented immigrants without US 
citizenship accounted for 9 percent of 
Boston’s population. 

Among the four councillors from 
Dorchester, the votes on the home rule 
petition were split. Voting in favor were 
Councillor At-Large Julia Mejia and 
Brian Worrell. Opposed were At-Large 
Councillor Erin Murphy and District 3 
(Dorchester) Councillor Frank Baker. 

Another councillor at-large, Michael 
Flaherty, argued that the measure 
could result in confusion, even legal 
problems, for non-citizen voters. In 
explaining his “yes” vote later, Worrell 
cited his grandparents from Jamaica 
and a father from Barbados. 

“I think it’s very important,” he said, 
“that the people that are contributing 
and helping our city grow, and that are 
paying taxes in our city, and helping 
individuals and volunteering in our 
city, and supporting neighborhoods 
and organizations … have the ability 
to shape who represents them and the 
policy that represents them as well.”

More than a month before the meet-
ing, and only two days after the final 
election, Councillor At-Large Ruthzee 
Louijeune announced that she had se-
cured enough votes to succeed District 
2 (South Boston, Chinatown, South 
End) Councillor Ed Flynn as the body’s 
new president in 2024. If her position is 
officialized in January, she will head a 
council that will have only one member 
who took office before 2020.

In an interview two days after the 
meeting, Louijeune reflected on a num-
ber of things: “I just think that the last 
few years have been hard for a number 

of reasons. We were still grappling with 
coming out of the pandemic. There 
were a lot of staff changes. Whenever 
there’s a member of the body running 
for another election, that can create 
some tensions. And so, we have four 
colleagues who left and we have four 
new colleagues coming in. I think the 
tone and culture of the council will 
be different as a result. I thank again 
President Flynn for his leadership 
under difficult circumstances. and 
I look forward to building with my 
colleagues.”

A daughter of immigrants, Louijeune 
was elected two years ago, becoming 
the first Haitian American to join the 
council and later winning praise for 
helping to resolve a contentious divide 
over the council’s re-districting. In this 
year’s election, she was the top vote-get-
ter, finishing a half a percentage point 
ahead of the second-place candidate, 
Erin Murphy.

Asked about her take-away from the 
election results, Louijeune said, “I saw 
a city that’s committed still to progress, 
that cares about a city council that’s 
going to work on the nuts and bolts of 
values of people who have lived expe-
riences that are reflective of the city 
of Boston, people who are not about 
the drama and who are not about any 
political infighting, but who just want 
to do the work.”

For the coming year, Louijeune said, 
she wanted more action on housing –
protecting residents from displacement 
and helping to create more affordable 
units. She also said she wanted the 
council to push for more accountability 
from the Boston Public Schools.

After 29 people were displaced by a 
fire on Ellington Street on November 
25, Worrell and his staff have been 
helping with relief, setting up a fund 
and handling items donated to families. 
Also helping was his brother, State Rep. 
Chris Worrell.

In recent weeks on social media, the 
councillor hailed a recent decision by 
Boston Medical Center to scale back its 
plans for recovery and mental health 
facilities on the site of the Shattuck 

Hospital, which lies just outside his 
district, but is of concern to many of its 
residents. He has also tried to mobilize 
relief efforts for the 29 people displaced 
by the Nov. 25 fire on Ellington Street.

In other posts, Worrell saluted the 
2023 National Pop Warner Champions, 
the Dorchester Elite Eagles, and their 
cheerleaders. The feat was celebrated 
locally by a parade at a time when 
football teams in the Boston Public 
Schools face new challenges, including 
changes in access to fields for games 
and practice. And Worrell noted that 
students in Boston lack some of the 
athletic programs that were available 
to him as a METCO student in Lin-
coln-Sudbury.

“But most of my policy goals are 
focused on either public safety or eco-
nomic empowerment and economic 
development,” said Worrell. “And that’s 
where I think I’ll be able to bring some 
really big ideas to the table in 2024 
that reflect what our community and 
constituents need.” Among the ideas: 
more housing developed as condos for 
ownership and wealth building, and 
more diversity in city contracts. 

(Continued from page 1)

City Council signs off with farewells, final votes

Call Us Today!

617-288-3230

www.DotHouseHealth.org

•  Case Management
•  Dental
•  Pharmacy
•  Radiology
•  Vision

•  Women’s Health
•  Financial Counseling
•  Teen Center
•  & many other health/
community services

DOTHOUSE
IS NOW 

ACCEPTING 
NEW 

PATIENTS! Adult & Family
Medicine

Behavioral 
Health

 Pediatrics Urgent
Care

Apparent president-elect of the incom-
ing City Council Ruthzee Louijeune 
said at this year’s last meeting that 
she wants to see more action on hous-
ing that will protect residents from 
displacement and help to create more 
affordable units.  Chris Lovett photo
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The first departing 
member to formally bow 
out on Wednesday was 
Michael Flaherty. First 
elected to the council 
in 1999, he went on to 
serve for a total of 20 
years. The son of a former 
state representative from 
South Boston, he shared 
his mother’s advice about 
constituents asking for 
help: Always call them 
back.

“It may be a big issue 
or a small issue,” said 
Flaherty, “but it’s the 
most important issue in 
that person’s life or their 
family’s life, and taking 
a couple of minutes to 
return the phone call 
– you may still have to 
call someone to get the 
answers for them – you 
may have to do a little 
more work on it, but at 
least you called, letting 
them know you’re on it.”

Flaherty also remind-
ed councilors about the 
ability to get things done 
by working with partners 
outside of City Hall, such 
as local institutions.

“Working those part-
nerships, working those 
relationships, is what 
makes our city great,” 

he said. “I would sug-
gest that we need to do 
a little more of that here 
on the council, working 
together, getting to know 
each other a little better, 
rolling up our sleeves, be 
willing to broker compro-
mise. You don’t always 
have to have a whole loaf, 
you can have a half loaf, 
a quarter of a loaf, and 
still make sure that we’re 
moving our city forward.”

In his farewell re-
marks, Frank Baker 
recalled efforts by his 
parents to help people in 
the community get access 
to health care and follow 
through with recovery 
programs. He said he 
decided to run for the 
open seat in District 3 in 
2011 because he felt his 
neighborhood had been 
under-served.

A central figure in 
contentious debate over 
redistricting, Baker also 
acknowledged that he 
was once asked by a re-
porter how he could enjoy 
a job in which he seemed 
angry. 

“I said, ‘Of course I’m 
angry. Whatever. I still 
love my job,’” Baker said 
from the rostrum. “I love 

helping the people of 
Boston. I love being able 
to call governor, senators 
– the people to help people 
that don’t have a voice.”

Two days later, the 
sentiments expressed 
by Baker and Flaherty 
found some agreement 
from younger colleagues.

“I look forward to 
building bridges and 
working with the coun-
cil to deliver the nuts 
and bolts of constituent 
services,” said Worrell, 
“and also creating poli-
cy, changing structures 
inside the city of Boston 
that work for all parts 
and everyone. So collab-
oration, making sure that 
we are setting the right 
example and also making 
sure that, every day, we 
show up for this job.”

Said Louijeune: “If you 
don’t show up and serve 
people’s everyday lives, to 
reduce the stress or help 
solve a problem, they’re 
not going to trust you 
with the bigger issues 
that come across your 
desk. So, it’s super im-
portant to return every 
phone call, to return 
emails, to be ready and 
available for those who 
are in need.”

By Chris Lisinski
state house
news serviCe

In an unusual rebuke 
of his hometown’s local 
elected officials, a sena-
tor from Boston wants 
to strip cities and towns 
of authority over some 
grants designed to sup-
port public health and 
safety.

Sen. Nick Collins, a 
Democrat, filed legis-
lation with Republican 
Sen. Ryan Fattman of 
Sutton that would give 
the Legislature and gov-
ernor — not a local board 
— the ability to accept 
funding from the federal 
government or charitable 
organizations “meant 
to aid the public health 
and safety of the com-
monwealth or a political 
subdivision thereof.” In 
those cases, the bill says, 
“no approval from the 
intended grant recipient 
shall be necessary.”

During remarks at 
Monday’s Senate ses-

sion, Collins said he was 
responding to the Boston 
City Council, which last 
week blocked a $13.3 
million US Department 
of Homeland Security 
grant that would fund 
anti-terrorism work in 
the metropolitan region. 
The Council voted 6-6, 
falling one vote short of 
the threshold needed to 
accept the federal funds.

“That just doesn’t af-
fect the people of Bos-
ton— this grant was 
to support other mu-
nicipalities, including 
Brookline, Cambridge, 
Chelsea, Everett, Quin-
cy, Revere, Somerville, 
and Winthrop,” Collins 
said. “Many communi-
ties across this region 
over the weekend had to 
shut down synagogues 
because of bomb threats, 
the rise of anti-semitism. 
We were a launching pad 
for 9/11 here in Boston 
and we all remember 
too well the pain of the 
marathon bombings in 

2013.”
“This bill in front of 

us that we would like 
to move swiftly would 
no longer allow for such 
delay or blocking,” he 
added. “This Legislature 
has had to reauthorize 
funds time and again 
for the City Council in 
Boston, [which] has 
thwarted resources for 
those purposes.”

The Senate referred 
the bill to the Joint 
Committee on State 
Administration and 
Regulatory Oversight, 
which Collins co-chairs, 
for further review. Fat-
tman mentioned during 
Monday’s session that 
he cosponsored the bill, 
and no other senators 
spoke about it from the 
chamber floor.

Mayor Wu filed an 
order on Dec. 4 autho-
rizing the city to accept 
the funding, writing that 
it would fund “planning, 
exercises, trainings, and 
operational needs, that 

will help prevent, re-
spond to and recover 
from threats or acts of 
terrorism, including 
chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear and 
explosive incidents.”

City Councillors Ricar-
do Arroyo, Liz Breadon, 
Kendra Lara, Ruthzee 
Louijeune, Julia Mejia, 
and Brian Worrell voted 
against the order, ac-
cording to meeting min-
utes. Councillors Frank 
Baker, Gabriela Coletta, 
Sharon Durkan, Michael 
Flaherty and Erin Mur-
phy voted in favor, as did 
Council President Ed 
Flynn. Councillor Tania 
Fernandes Anderson 
was absent and did not 
cast a vote.

Louijeune said during 
the council’s proceed-
ings last week that she 
wanted to see more 
discussions take place 
about the available fed-

eral grant funding. “I 
know that the decision 
is not determined com-
pletely by the Office of 
Emergency Manage-
ment, but rather by 
[Jurisdictional Points 
of Contact], represen-
tatives from each of the 
nine cities and towns 
that constitute the Met-
ro Boston Homeland 
Security Region. Bos-
ton as the lead city has 
significant influence on 
the Executive Office of 
Public Safety and Secu-
rity and how these grant 
applications develop,” 
she said. “All of this is to 
say we need more com-
munity conversations on 
both of these grants.”

No other councillors 
spoke in opposition to 
the anti-terrorism grant 
funding before casting 
their votes against it.

Louijeune and four of 
her colleagues also vot-

ed against accepting a 
smaller $175,000 federal 
grant to fund police data 
analysts and community 
engagement work. The 
council accepted that 
grant on a 7-5 vote. 

Breadon told the Bos-
ton Herald that she 
opposed the measure 
because she wants more 
information on how the 
funds could respond to 
natural disasters that 
have struck the state in 
recent months.

Collins files bill to block local vote on federal grants

It’s  time for council farewells

City Councillor Brian Worrell said he is looking for-
ward to collaboration in the new year and “making 
sure that we are setting the right example and also 
making sure that, every day, we show up for this 
job.”  Chris Lovett photo

Sen. Nick Collins
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Full licensed and Insured
Call Today!  

781-963-5055

MICHAEL F. NASH 
         & SONS, INC.

Roofing 
Siding • Gutters 

Carpentry •  Painting

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

 Buyer  Seller  Address   Date  Price
Local Real Estate Transactions

S-46 Greenwood Street Rt Stamatos Family Prop LLC Structured Asset Inv Loan US Bank NA Tr 46 Greenwood St Dorchester 11/29/23 $522,000
Nogomo Kenyatti Ali T Ali, Nogomo K Ali, Nogomo K  65 Ceylon St Dorchester 11/30/23 1
Living Noble LLC  5 Wayland LLC  5 Wayland St Dorchester 11/27/23 1,050,000
Nguyen, Danielle Hurle, Andrew Quinn, Lisa A Tierney, James P 17 Wellesley Park Dorchester 11/28/23 863,000
Lestrade, Jannelle T Davis, Shonesia Kerstein, Neil M  68 Stanton St Dorchester 1/30/23 975,000
Huang, Huifeng Xie, Jinhua Paczuska, Stanislaw Paczuska, Henryka 20 Pearl St Dorchester 11/30/23 2,100,000
Dang Property Mgmt LLC  Phung, Jenny T  74 Edwin St Dorchester 11/29/23 790,000
Blake, Andria  Blake Vincent E Est Blake, Andria 43 Standish St Dorchester 12/01/23 1,000
Hendricks, Andrea Blake, Andria Blake Vincent E Est Blake, Andria 45 Standish St Dorchester 12/01/23 260,000
Kibaja, Zelia D  Brown Floyd Street Rt Brown, Marcus 101 Floyd St Dorchester 11/29/23 760,000
Buchan, Shamila Ali, Asraf Anderson, William Anderson, Sadie 147 Elmer Rd Dorchester 11/30/23 800,000
Clancy 11 Road LLC  Burke Jarlath Est Burke, Joseph 11 Clancy Rd Mattapan 12/01/23 425,000
Carey, Paul C Emmett, Katherine C Orourke John J Est Orourke, Mary A 24-26 Saint Brendan Rd Dorchester 12/01/23 850,000
Magano-Soto, Alicia M  Simmons, Georgina  246 Itasca St Mattapan 11/29/23 520,000
Pierre, Georges Pierre, Benito Bowden, Marcus Bowden, Sophia 586 Walk Hill St Mattapan 12/01/23 695,000
Lsf10 Master Part T Us Bank TNa Tr Layne, Deborah U S Bank TNa 1111-1115 Blue Hill Ave #3 Dorchester 11/27/23 324,466
Newman, Jessica Mahoney, Joseph T Rollock, Jonathan B Rollock, Erica B 12-14 Branchfield St #3 Dorchester 11/28/23 499,000
Cottingham, Edward C Cottingham, Michelle Aho, Marlishia G  24 Rowell St #3 Dorchester 11/29/23 465,000
Cartwright, Scott Cartwright, Sarah Best, Wallace  604-606 Freeport St #5 Dorchester 11/28/23 690,000
Hadrava, Matthew W  Keaney, Sean O Keaney, Lindsay C 19 Pond St #1 Dorchester 11/29/23 565,000
Lavine, Marc  Amaral, Greg Libitz, Natalie 47 Harvest St #2 Dorchester 11/30/23 605,000
Aho, Marlishia Stephens, Mark A Norfolk Design & Const LL  15 Holborn St Dorchester 11/27/23 749,000
Sanan, Sahil  Hussey, Caitlin M  28 Browning Ave #1 Dorchester 11/28/23 510,000
Granville, Ines  173 Mags LLC  173 Magnolia St #1 Dorchester 12/01/23 480,000

DUFFY
AsPhALt shiNgLes • RubbeR RooFiNg

• coPPeR woRK • sLAte • gutteRs  
• chimNeYs

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

State Inspection  | Brakes | Alignment  |  Exhaust  |  Suspension    
Engines  |  Tires  |  Electrical and Electronic Diagnostics

HANNIBAL 
Auto 
Repair

2 LOCATIONS

21 Victory Rd.   |  617-825-1325
321 Adams St.  |  617-436-8828

HannibalAuto@hotmail.com

DRIVEWAYS
MATHIAS ASPHALT PAVING

Commercial • Residential • Industrial
Bonded • Fully Insured

Driveways • Parking Lots
Roadways • Athletic Courts

Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372
BOSTON

Carpentry, Roofing, Gutters  

 

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

Decks & Porches
Windows & Doors

Snow Plowing
Sanding & Salting

   HANDY HANDS
       MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES

                     Telephone: 857-800-2333
24 HOUR 24 HOUR 

VOICEMAILVOICEMAIL

Free Estimates
• Friendly Service

We aim to work 
within your budget

No job too small

Minor Interior Painting
Minor Interior Carpentry
Minor Assembly Work
Minor Plumbing
Odd Jobs
House Furniture Rearrangement
Light Bulb Replacement
Door Lock & Handle Replacement

VINH’S TV
1409 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, MA 02122

617-282-7189
We repair: Televisions (all models)

Computers (Laptops, Desktops)
Games Consoles: PS3, PS4, PS5 & XBox 

(special HDMI port replacement. Same day service.
DVD transfer from video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape)

Open Mon.-Sat. - 9-5. Closed Sunday
Transfer video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD, USB
Mass State License #9963  34 years service in town

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
10 Pre-school spots opening

2 yrs. 9 mos. to 5 yr. olds  
   7:30-4:30

   617-265-2665
Spanish- Speaking Teacher

email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com
281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester   Lic. #291031

Vouchers 

Accepted

Don’t miss a week of 
The Reporter.

Get the newspaper delivered to your door.

Here’s the deal: 
$50 for 52 weeks.

Call 617-436-1222 to subscribe.

Mayor offers apology for Stuart case abuses
accused a Black man of 
the crime. His accusation 
resulted in the racial 
harassment of Black 
men, in particular those 
living in the Mission Hill 
neighborhood, by city 
officials and the Boston 
Police Department.

“This dark time in the 
City’s history exacer-
bated distrust between 
Boston’s Black com-
munity and the Boston 
Police Department. Ac-
knowledging this painful 
moment and apologizing 
for the city’s wrongdoing 

is an effort to aid in the 
healing of those still 
living with this trauma 
and our city as a whole.”    

The notorious Stuart 
case was revived this 
month when the Globe 
produced a nine-part 
series (and HBO weighed 
in with a contemporane-
ous documentary) that 
revisited the situation 
in the city in 1989 as the 
Stuart probe continued 
for some two months 
until it unraveled in Jan-
uary 1990 when Charles 
Stuart’s role in the crime 
unraveled in public after 

he jumped to his death off 
the Tobin Bridge.

One reason for the 
renewed attention to the 
long-ago crime, one of 
the authors of the series 
said, was to pay atten-
tion to the effect of the 
aggressive tactics used 
on Mission Hill by police 
in pursuit of a Black 
man from a description 
given by Stuart as he sat 
bleeding in his car.

A key aspect of the case 
that the Globe amplified 
was its revelation that 
more than 30 people with 
connections to the Stuart 
family or his community 
of associates early on 
had some knowledge of 
Charles’s role in orches-
trating the murder but 

stayed silent while first 
Swanson, a homeless 
man from Mission Hill, 
then Bennett, considered 
a small-time criminal, 
stayed in jail on other 
charges while being la-
beled in the media as 
somehow involved in the 
killing of Carol DeMaiti 
Stuart.

As to apologies, in Jan-
uary 1990, then-Mayor 
Ray Flynn visited the 
Bennett family home to 
apologize — but, family 
members told the Globe, 
he never sat down in do-
ing so. The city has never 
accepted blame for any 
abuses but it did reach a 
$12,500 settlement with 
the Bennett family in 
1995 in a lawsuit case.

(Continued from  page 1)
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than a few people noted 
that it was refreshing 
to celebrate peacefully 
the accomplishments 
of young athletes and 
cheerleaders on a street 
that has been the center 
of several tragedies this 
year.

But none of that was 
in the least bit present 
as Mayor Wu and several 
other elected officials and 
city leaders joined in the 
celebrating after scur-
rying to put together a 
special celebration with a 
tourist trolley and flatbed 
truck with Boston Police 
escort.

“Thank you for putting 
Boston on the map,” said 
Wu during the celebra-
tion inside the Club. “In 
the 37-year history of Pop 
Warner football, never 
once did we have a cham-
pion back home in Boston 
until now…When we win 
a championship, we have 
a parade in Boston.”

In his invocation, Bish-
op William Dickerson 
noted the importance 
of the occasion: “This 
doesn’t happen every 
day or even on a regular 
basis,” he said. “This is 
historic for our commu-
nity.”

Renee Murray, cheer 
director for the Lady 
Raiders, said they have 
been to the nationals 
almost every year, but 
this time they pulled it 

out. “It was the best day 
of your life and of mine 
too,” she said.

Eagles Coaches Tony 
Hurston and Terry Cous-
ins said the football 
players had been around 
for many years and had 
played together year in 
and year out. Several 
times they made it to the 
Final Eight in Orlando, 
but always fell short. 
This time, they finished 
strong.

“A lot of these kids 
gutted it out and stuck 
it out five, six, or seven 
years. They came back 
for a final rally, and it 
paid off,” said Hurston.

Added Cousins, “We 
said at the beginning of 
the season that the only 
team that could beat us 
was us. They bought into 
it fully and they wanted 
a national champion-
ship…If you want to be 
a national champion in 
football, come play for 
the Dorchester Eagles. 
We’re gonna run it back.”

Dameain Mims, pres-
ident of the Metro Pop 
Warner League, which 
includes the Eagles and 
the Raiders, said, “This 
is really, really good for 
our first year.”

A throng comes out to salute Dot’s national champions
(Continued from  page 1)

Edzo Kelly and his son, Tommy, seem to be indicat-
ing the Eagles might go back-to-back.Coach Terry Cousins celebrated on the trolley with the Eagles championship belt.

Gelisa Brown, vice president of the Eagles, hoisted 
the trophy as the players rode by. Seth Daniel photos

Eagles Head Coach Tony 
Hurston.
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SALESEVENT

PER MO. 72 MOS.

Stk#BH81464A, 4 cyl, auto, 
p/b/s, a/c, 71,105 mi.

$466*
FINANCE FOR

$0 DOWN

2019 Honda

CR-V
EX-L

PER MO. 72 MOS.

Stk# BH81435A, V-6, auto, 
p/b/s, a/c, 3,035 mi.

$649*
FINANCE FOR

$2,000 DOWN

2023 Honda

Passport
EX-L

PER MO. 72 MOS.

Stk# BH81465A, V-6, auto, 
p/b/s, a/c, 11.259 mi.

$695*
FINANCE FOR

$2,000 DOWN

2022 Honda

Pilot
Elite

Stk# BH24461A, 4 dr, 4 cy, man-
ual trans p/s/b, a/c. 85,149 mi.

2019 Honda

Civic
Sport 
Hatchback

$359*
FINANCE FOR

$0 DOWN
PER MO. 72 MOS.

Stk#BH24500, 4 cyl, auto, p/b/s, 
a/c, 71,101 mi.

2016 Honda

Accord
Sport Sedan

$359*
FINANCE FOR

$2,000 DOWN
PER MO. 60 MOS.

Stk# BH24441, 4 dr, 4 cyl, auto, 
p/b/s, a/c, 49,753 mi.

2021 Honda

Accord
$449*
FINANCE FOR

$0 DOWN
PER MO. 72 MOS.

Stk# BH81546A, 4 cyl, auto, p/b/s, 
a/c, 89,240 mi.

2015 Honda

Accord
Sport

$339*
FINANCE FOR

$2,000 DOWN
PER MO. 60 MOS.

Stk#BH81251B, 4 cyl, auto, 
p/b/s, a/c, 11,202 mi.

2020 Honda

HR-V
LX

$422*
FINANCE FOR

$1,000 DOWN
PER MO. 72 MOS.

Stk#BH81653A, 4 cyl, auto, 
p/b/s, a/c, 66,211 mi.

2016 Honda

Accord
EX-L

$369*
FINANCE FOR

$2,000 DOWN
PER MO. 60 MOS.

Prices exclude, doc fee, sales tax and registration. *Financing requires $0/$500/$1,500/$2,000/$2,500 down and finance for 60/72 months at 5.8% with Tier 1 credit.  Offers only available on in-stock vehicles. Pictures are for illustration purposes 
only. Excludes prior sales. APR offers available to qualified buyers. See dealer for details. Expires 11/30/23.

Herb Chambers Honda in Boston
720 Morrissey Boulevard, Dorchester, MA 02122  •  (617) 731-0100

HerbChambersHondainBoston.com
SALES:   Monday-Thursday 8:30am–8pm, Friday-Saturday 8:30am–6pm; Sunday 11am–5pm

SERVICE:   Monday -Thursday 7:00am-7:00pm, Friday 7:00am-6:00pm, Saturday 8:00am-5:00pm, Sunday: Closed

Honda in Boston’s Quality Used Cars

SEASON SPECIAL$25
 Off

Pre Season A/C
Special – Save $25 off Air Conditioning Service
Includes evac and recharge, inspect for leaks, up to 1lb refrigerant. 

MILLIONS TO LEND
REGARDLESS OF CREDIT!

RETURN YOUR AMERICAN HONDA FINANCE LEASE HERE
AND WE’LL CUT YOU A CHECK FOR THE EQUITY!

Herb Chambers

2011 Mazda3 s Grand Touring............. Buy for $11,498
Stk# BH81582A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 84,511 mi
2014 Kia Soul ......................................... Buy for $12,498
Stk# BH24518, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 77,558 mi
2016 Hyundai Sonata SE ..................... Buy for $13,998
Stk# BH81616A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 56,397 mi
2011 Toyota Corolla LE ......................... Buy for $14,998
Stk# BH81728A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 50,997 mi
2016 Nissan Rogue SV ......................... Buy for $14,998
Stk# BH81610A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 93,845 mi
2013 Honda CR-V EX-L ....................... Buy for $15,498
Stk# BH81656A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 113,369 mi
2018 Kia Sportage LX ........................... Buy for $15,498
Stk# BH24383A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 90,433 mi
2014 Honda Accord LX ........................ Buy for $15,998
Stk# BH81674A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 67,945 mi
2019 Dodge Journey ............................ Buy for $17,498
Stk# BH24502, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 74,547 mi
2015 Toyota Rav4 LE ............................ Buy for $17,498
Stk# BH81015C, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 70,186 mi

2015 Honda Accord Sport ................... Buy for $18,498
Stk# BH81546A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 89,239 mi
2016 Honda Accord Sport ................... Buy for $19,498
Stk# BH24500, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 71,100 mi
2015 Honda Accord EX-L .................... Buy for $19,998
Stk# BH81653A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 66,211 mi
2017 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo .... Buy for $20,498
Stk# BH81459B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 68,290 mi
2017 Honda Accord LX ........................ Buy for $19,998
Stk# BH81430A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 41,109 mi.
2019 Honda Civic LX ............................ Buy for $21,498
Stk# BH24505, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 53,364 mi
2018 Honda Accord LX 1.5T ................ Buy for $21,698
Stk# BH24397C, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 74,720 mi

2019 Ford Escape SE ........................... Buy for $20,698
Stk# BH24498, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 30,398 mi
2019 Honda Civic LX ............................ Buy for $21,498
Stk# BH24505, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 53,364 mi
2020 Honda Civic LX ............................ Buy for $21,498
Stk# BH81667A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 50,545 mi
2019 Honda Civic Sport ....................... Buy for $21,498
Stk# BH24461A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 85,146 mi.
2017 Honda Pilot EX ............................. Buy for $21,498
Stk# BH81450A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 95,435 mi.
2016 Honda HR-V EX-L w/Navi .......... Buy for $21,498
Stk# BH24496, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 80,935 mi
2021 Toyota Corolla LE ......................... Buy for $21,998
Stk# BH81015B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 26,857 mi
2020 Honda HR-V LX ........................... Buy for $22,998
Stk# BH24340, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 46,143 mi.
2021 Honda Civic Sport ....................... Buy for $23,498
Stk# BH24495, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 29,619 mi
2019 Honda Civic EX ............................ Buy for $23,998
Stk# BH81471A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 19,974 mi
2018 Honda CR-V EX ........................... Buy for $24,898
Stk# BH81570A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 60,743 mi
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H A R B O R  H E A LT H

Lots of us have questions
about the updated COVID-19 vaccine.

It’s good to have questions.
Just make sure to get good answers

from qualified professionals.

This health message was brought to you
by your friends at Harbor Health.

HHSI.US/CovidVaccine

Can I get my COVID and flu
shots at the same time?

When is the best time to get
an updated COVID vaccine?

Can everyone get an
updated COVID vaccine?

Talk with your doctor or nurse
about the updated vaccine.

Xổ số không dành cho trẻ 
em và thanh thiếu niên. 
Hãy tìm hiểu thêm tại 

mass.gov/YouthGambling

ĐEM LẠI NIỀM VUI. 
KHÔNG PHẢI RỦI RO.

W E L C W

\

CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Members Attend Annual 
Mark Wahlberg Youth Foundation 
Holiday Party: On December 10th, 40 
BGCD members were very fortunate 
to be invited to take part in the Annual 
Mark Wahlberg Youth Foundation 
Holiday Party at Lombardo’s in 
Randolph. In total, 250 youth from 15 
local Boys & Girls Clubs were invited 
to attend this special holiday event. 
The party included lots of holiday 
festivities that included breakfast 
with Santa and amazing gifts given 
to each child. We would like to thank 
Soles4Souls, Knights of Columbus, 
ICON International, Native Shoes and 
Fancy Faces of New England for their 
support of the event. Many thanks 
to the team at the Mark Wahlberg 
Youth Foundation for your generosity 
and hosting! For more information 
on partnering with our Clubs, please 
contact Senior VP of Operations Mike 
Joyce at mjoyce@bgcdorchester.org. 

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Fine Arts Program Hosts 
Arts Bash to Showcase Member 
Creations: This past week, Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Dorchester hosted 
our most recent Arts Bash event to 
showcase the amazing artwork created 
by our talented members throughout 
the Fall Enrichment season. There 
were specialty projects and many 
forms of art displayed from our after 
school classes as well as enrichment 
classes. The works of art are part of 
our Exploring the Arts Class, Museum 
of Fine Arts Class, and our Photography 
Club for the audience of members 
and parents to view and enjoy. 
Congratulations to all the members 
who had their work displayed and 
thank you to all who came to support 
our young artists. For more information 
on the Fine Arts program at BGCD, 
please contact Arts Director Katy 
Sullivan at ksullivan@bgcdorchester.
org. 

DID YOU KNOW: 
BGCD Partners with Elevate Youth 
for Indoor Bouldering Trip: Recently, 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester was 
excited to partner with our friends 
at Elevate Youth to offer an Indoor 
Bouldering/Rock Climbing activity at 
the Bouldering Project in Somerville. 
Throughout the trip members had the 
chance to try a variety of walls with 
varying degrees of difficulty. Elevate 
Youth’s vision is to spark a lifelong 
love of the outdoors through equitable 
access and routine immersion in 
nature as a way to foster agency and 
lead holistic, healthy lifestyles.

Thanks to the team at Elevate Youth 
for organizing the trip. Next up will be 
a Ski Trip to Wachusett Mountain in 
January for downhill Skiing. For more 
information on partnering with BGCD, 
please contact Senior VP of Operations 
Mike Joyce at mjoyce@bgcdorchester.
org.

 

BGCD Fine Arts Program Hosts Arts Bash to Showcase Member 
Creations: See details below.

Team BGCD Crosses the Finish Line at 2023 Boston Marathon: See details 
below.

 

BGCD Members Attend Annual Mark Wahlberg Youth Foundation Holiday 
Party: See details below.

                      BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTERBOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER      

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Teen Holiday Party
December 21

Member Holiday Party
December 22

Winter Recess
December 25 - January 2

Happy Holidays
from BGCD!
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By sam drysdaLe
state house
news serviCe

US Sen. Elizabeth War-
ren threw her weight be-
hind Gov. Maura Healey’s 
housing plan on Monday 
morning and said the 
federal government will 
need to “step up” to help 
the state address its 
housing affordability and 
availability crisis.

As many as 200,000 
housing units will need to 
be built in Massachusetts 
over the next six years to 
keep up with housing de-
mand, Warren said at an 
event hosted by the New 
England Council at the 
UMass Club in Boston.

“The problem is bad, 
and the problem is get-
ting worse,” she said. “Do 
you think that housing is 
in short supply in Massa-
chusetts right now? Do 
you think that rents are 
already rising like a hot 
air balloon? Well buckle 
up for a rough ride.”

Massachusetts ap-
proved 17,692 units last 
year. Warren cited this 
statistic, saying it’s “not 
even one-tenth of the 
units that we need.” She 
added, “But just even 
at this rate, we can’t 
even hold steady on this 
crisis.”

Wa r r e n  p r a i s e d 
Healey’s five-year, $4.12 
billion housing bond bill, 
a plan that has idled in 
the Legislature since 
she filed it two months 

ago. While Healey asked 
that the bill be passed 
“promptly,” lawmakers 
have yet to hold a hearing 
on it.

The bill seeks to kick-
start housing produc-
tion, upgrade the state’s 
aging and neglected pub-
lic housing stock, and 
convert state land into 
housing-ready plots. It 
is also packed with pol-
icy proposals, including 
the ability for cities and 
towns to impose new 
fees on high-price real 
estate transactions and 
steer the revenue into 
affordable housing de-
velopment, a simple ma-
jority voting threshold 
for inclusionary zoning 
ordinances and bylaws at 
the local level, and a new 
designation to address 
housing availability in 
“seasonal communities.”

The Legislature has 
sent the  bill to the Joint 
Committee on Housing, 
which is co-chaired by 
Sen. Lydia Edwards of 
East Boston and Rep. 
James Arciero of West-
ford.

Members of the state’s 
federal delegation do not 
frequently wade into 
state-level bills, but War-
ren gave Healey’s filing a 
firm endorsement.

“The Healey-Driscoll 
administration is work-
ing to enable municipal-
ities to pass inclusionary 
zoning ordinances by 
simple majorities, reduce 

barriers to the building of 
accessory dwelling units, 
and invest nearly $2 bil-
lion directly into housing 
development. Each of 
these will help reduce 
the affordable housing 
gap. Our governor knows 
that one-size-fits-all is 
not going to solve this 
crisis,” Warren said.

The senator called for 
“three cheers for Mas-
sachusetts” and Healey 
for “tackling the hous-
ing crisis.” She added, 
“Here’s my pitch today: 
Massachusetts and the 
rest of the country should 
not be left to deal with 
this housing crisis alone. 
It is time for the federal 
government to step up. 
Not to tell local govern-
ments what to do, but to 
be a good partner.”

With Sens. Angus King 
of Maine and Ron Wyden 
of Oregon, Warren has 
proposed a minimum cor-
porate tax on “billionaire 
corporations.” It would 
require that companies 
that report over $1 billion 
in profits to shareholders 
pay at least a 15 percent 
tax rate on those profits. 
The tax would apply to 
roughly 200 companies 
and generate hundreds of 
billions in revenue over 
ten years, according to 
Warren’s office.

The senator  has 
pushed such high-dol-
lar affordable housing 
legislation for years.

On Monday, Warren 

said that this tax could 
be used to stimulate 
housing supply through 
federal investments. 
“The federal govern-
ment should invest be-
cause housing connects 
to many other issues that 
the federal government 
directly pays for,” she 
said. “We know, for ex-
ample, that access to ad-
equate housing reduces 
health care expenses for 
the Medicaid population. 
Increasing the supply of 

affordable housing will 
reduce money spent in 
emergency rooms.”

Warren said she uses 
her position on the Sen-
ate Banking, Housing 
and Urban Development 
Committee to push for 
more federal funding 
for housing, but that 
“it’s an uphill battle. 
Many of our Republican 
friends, and some Dem-
ocratic friends, don’t 
want the government in 
this space. Even so, you 

don’t get what you don’t 
fight for.
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Docket No. SU23D2144DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
RISE MERCURIO

vs.
JOSEPH MERCURIO

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant a 
divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown allow 
plaintiff to resume the former name of Rise 
Grace Engermann prohibit defendant from 
imposing any restraint on plaintiff’s personal 
liberty. The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has been 
entered in this matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would negatively 
impact the current financial status of 
either party. SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and required 
to serve upon: Rise Mercurio, 271 Talbot  
Ave., Boston, MA 02124 your answer, if 
any, on or before 01/12/2024. If you fail to 
do so, the court will proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: November 22, 2023
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

Published: December 21, 2023

 ZONING HEARING
The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston hereby gives notice, 

in accordance with Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956, as amended, that 
a virtual public hearing will be held on January 17, 2024, at 9:15 
A.M., in connection with a petition for approval of Map Amendment 
Application No. 769 and a petition for approval of the Master Plan for 
Planned Development Area No. 146, Columbia Point Crossing, filed 
by the Boston Redevelopment Authority d/b/a the Boston Planning 
& Development Agency.  

Said map amendment would add the designation “D,” indicating a 
Planned Development Area overlay to approximately 8.9 acres of land 
consisting of 35-45 Morrissey Boulevard, 55 Morrissey Boulevard, and 
75 Morrissey Boulevard and is generally bounded to the south by the 
former Boston Globe headquarters (now Southline), to the west by the 
Southeast Expressway (Interstate 93), to the north by two multi-family 
residential buildings, and to the east by Morrissey Boulevard.  The 
Proposed Project contemplates seven (7) new buildings on the Site, 
which buildings are currently conceptualized as four (4) commercial 
buildings and three (3) multi-family residential buildings, with the 
building ground floors to include a mix of restaurant, retail, lobby, 
and public space. The Proposed Project contemplates the creation 
of a new roadway network and new bicycle and pedestrian pathways 
within the Project Site; the development of other publicly accessible 
space, including four (4) ground-level outdoor community recreation 
spaces (totaling approximately 1.35 acres), with landscaping and 
seating for use by shoppers, area employees, and area residents; and 
5 below-grade parking areas. Approximately 4.2 acres or 47% of the 
Project Site includes publicly accessible open spaces, public realm, 
and public roadways.  

This meeting will only be held virtually and not in person.  You can 
participate in this meeting by going to https://bit.ly/BZC_Jan172024.  
Copies of the petitions and a map of the area involved may be obtained 
from the Zoning Commission electronically, and you may also submit 
written comments or questions to zoningcommission@boston.gov.

Interpreting services are available to communicate information 
at this hearing.  If you require interpreting services, please contact 
the following:  zoningcommission@boston.gov or 617-918-4308.  The 
meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2024.  Please request interpreting 
services no later than January 12, 2024.

For the Commission
Jeffrey M. Hampton
Executive Secretary

Shattuck Hospital plan to see ‘modifications’ in the new year

Notice is hereby given by Always Open Towing at 18 Talbot Avenue, 
Dorchester, MA 02124 in pursuant to M.G.L. c.225,section 39A, that the 
following vehicles will be for sale at a private auction on January 11, 
2024 at 8 am to satisfy the garage keeper’s lien for towing, storage and 
notice of sale:

2023 NISSAN ARMADA PLATINUM – VIN: JN8AY2DB3P9830910
2017 KIA OPTIMA – VIN: 5XXGT4L33HG145739

2015 Volkswagen GTI – VIN: 3VWYT7AU8FM032301
2004 ACURA TL – VIN: 19UUA662X4A051372

2017 Hyundai Elantra – VIN: KMHD74LF6HU321299
2014 BMW 3 SERIES – VIN: WBA3X5C51ED557087

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA – VIN: 1NXBR32E35Z474688
2010 HONDA ACCORD – VIN:1HGCP3F89AA010935
2013 HONDA ACCORD – VIN: 1HGCR3F93DA030749

2008 ACURA MDX – VIN: 2HNYD28238H546172
2011 HONDA PILOT – VIN: 5FNYF4H65BB039480
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CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR 

REMOVAL OF A GUARDIAN 
FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON 

Docket No. SU19P0535GD
IN THE INTERESTS OF: 

GARY WEAVER
of DORCHESTER, MA 

RESPONDENT 
Incapacitated Person/Protected Person
To the named Respondent and all other 

interested persons, a petition has been 
filed by Donna I. Weaver of Rockville, MD 
in the above captioned matter requesting 
that the court:

Remove the Guardian of the Respon-
dent. The petition asks the Court to make 
a determination that the Guardian and/or 
Conservator should be allowed to resign, or 
should be removed for good cause; or that 
the Guardianship and/or Conservatorship is 
no longer necessary and therefore should 
be terminated. The original petition is on 
file with the court. 

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 01/04/2024. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 

limit or completely take away the above-
named person’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed at 
State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.

Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

Date: November 28, 2023
Published: December 21, 2023

LEGAL NOTICES

By seth danieL
news editor

The Shattuck Hospi-
tal redevelopment plan 
championed by Boston 
Medical Center (BMC) 
has been put on pause 
after several conten-
tious meetings in recent 
months, with changes to 
the plan coming in the 
new year, according to a 
BMC spokesperson.

“Since receiving provi-
sional designation from 
the Commonwealth, the 
Boston Medical Cen-
ter-led Coalition to rede-
velop Shattuck Hospital 
has met with the com-
munity in a variety of 
public forums to gather 
feedback and inform our 
proposal,” read a BMC 
statement released late 
last Friday. “We look for-
ward to sharing modifica-
tions to our proposal as 
we continue our process 

of public engagement. A 
seamless, fully integrat-
ed continuum of health, 
housing ,and support 
programs is key to solv-
ing the co-occurring 
addiction, mental illness, 
and homelessness crises 
in our communities.”

The initial proposal 
drew strong opposition 
from some in Dorchester, 
Mattapan, Roxbury, and 
parts of Jamaica Plain 
who raised concerns 
about the proposed re-
development’s density 
– more than 800 units 
of recovery housing and 
beds in a plan that many 
observers expected to be 
75 to 100 units/beds.

The state Executive Of-
fice of Health and Human 
Services (EHS) told the 
Reporter that it has not 
weighed in on the BMC 
plan or offered any cri-
tique of it. Instead, EHS 

said the original desig-
nation in June indicated 
the BMC plan was subject 
to change, contingent on 
feasibility, funding, and 
community input.

“The proposal does not 
represent a final plan for 
implementation and will 
be subject to further dia-
logue with the Common-
wealth and community 
representatives,” read 
the initial designation 
from EHS in June 2023.

While public health 
and recovery services 
have been on the docket 
for the Shattuck site, 
which will be vacated by 
the hospital in the com-
ing year for a move to the 
South End,  the extent of 
the first proposal spurred 
a group of more than 500 
residents and 30 commu-
nity groups to align as the 
Coalition for Regionwide 
Services beyond Frank-

lin Park (CORES) that 
pushed back on the plan 
at official and in-house 
meetings.

Local elected officials 
said they were glad to 
hear the news about 
modifications coming to 
the existing plan.

“I appreciate that the 
proponent appears to 
be more serious about 
a community process, 
but my strong concerns 
about the size, scale, and 
appropriateness of the 
location of this proposal 
still remain,” said state 
Rep. Chris Worrell.

State Sen. Liz Miranda 
was not immediately 
available for comment, 
but in October she had 
issued a statement in op-
position to the plan that 
said: “At this time, I am 
opposing the current pro-
posal because I believe 
low-threshold supportive 

and transitional hous-
ing must be integrated 
across our communities 
on a smaller scale and not 
clustered in particular 
neighborhoods who’ve 
experienced the brunt 
of environmental injus-
tice, disinvestment, and 
disenfranchisement. The 
current proposal could 
have over 1,000 people 
at a time, and in my view, 
that is setting them up 
to fail. 

She added: “My hope 
is that city and state 
officials, BMC, and my 
office, can work together 
to explore other opportu-
nities for smaller-scaled 
developments that could 
utilize a percentage of the 
vacant parcels across the 
city to ensure equitable 
distribution of support-
ive and transitional hous-
ing,” she continued.

Last Friday, Councillor 

Brian Worrell, who rep-
resents areas abutting 
the Shattuck, said he 
welcomed the news and 
hopes for a better plan.

“The project would 
disproportionately af-
fect the same Black and 
Brown communities that 
bore the brunt of the war 
on drugs, continuing the 
lasting impact of that 
legacy,” he wrote in a 
statement. “Our neigh-
borhoods deserve recog-
nition of that hypocrisy, 
and there must be a will-
ingness to ensure their 
voices are heard in this 
process. I look forward 
to a revised proposal, 
greater community en-
gagement from BMC and 
further information on a 
regional approach…”

BMC did not indicate 
a timeline for any future 
meetings that would dis-
cuss their overall plan.

Warren adds her muscle to Healey housing bill

 ZONING HEARING
The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston hereby gives notice, 

in accordance with Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956, as amended, that 
a virtual public hearing will be held on January 10, 2024, at 9:00 A.M., 
in connection with Text Amendment Application No. 519 and Map 
Amendment Application No. 768, filed by the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority d/b/a the Boston Planning & Development Agency.  

Said text and map amendments consolidate, simplify, and 
modernize the code and creates two (2) new residential subdistricts to 
implement zoning recommendations from PLAN: Mattapan.  

This meeting will only be held virtually and not in person.  You can 
participate in this meeting by going to https://bit.ly/BZC_Jan102024.  
Copies of the petitions and a map of the area involved may be obtained 
from the Zoning Commission electronically, and you may also submit 
written comments or questions to zoningcommission@boston.gov.

Interpreting services are available to communicate information at 
this hearing.  If you require interpreting services, please contact the 
following:  zoningcommission@boston.gov or 617-918-4308.  The 
meeting is scheduled for January 10, 2024.  Please request interpreting 
services no later than January 5, 2024.
For the Commission
Jeffrey M. Hampton
Executive Secretary
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415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN
15 Broad Street, Ste. 800

Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

RECENT OBITUARIES

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office for information on the cost of 
burial needs, memorial benches and memorial 
trees.
The Cemetery office is open Monday – Friday  
8:00 to 5:00, and Saturday 8:00 to noon. The 
Cemetery grounds are open year round 7:00 am 
to sunset – weather permitting.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU23D0230DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
YOLANDA ORTEGA

vs.
ORLANDO SALOMON RODRIGUEZ
To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 
Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Yolanda Ortega, 
7 Leslie St., #1, Boston, MA 02122 your 
answer, if any, on or before 02/15/2024. 
If you fail to do so, the court will proceed 
to the hearing and adjudication of this 
action. You are also required to file a 
copy of your answer, if any, in the office 
of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: November 28, 2023 
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

Published: December 21, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P2434EA

ESTATE OF:
FREDA M. MANNING

DATE OF DEATH: 10/11/2019
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Late and Limited Formal Tes-
tacy and/or Appointment has been filed by 
James M. Manning of Boston, MA  requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. The Petitioner requests 
that: James M. Manning of Boston, MA  be 
appointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/04/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 14, 2023 
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

Published: December 21, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P2423EA

ESTATE OF:
CARL EARL BROWN

DATE OF DEATH: 05/21/2019
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Late and Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has been filed by Indoni-
ka Brown of Lexington, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: Indonika Brown 
of Lexington, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve on 
the bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/17/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: November 9, 2023
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

Published: December 21, 2023

B A N K O W S K I , 
Charles E. “Charlie” 
of Dorchester. Husband 
of Eileen Desmond. Son 
of the late Stanley and 
Frances (McCarthy) Ban-
kowski. Brother of Paul, 
Virginia Mayhew, Eliz-
abeth, Joseph and the 
late Thomas Bankowski. 
Also survived by several 
nieces and nephews and 
their families. Donations 
in memory of Charlie may 
sent to the charity of your 
choice. Late mechanic 
at Wilson and Tisdale/
The Boston Globe. Late 
member of the American 
Legion, Old Dorchester, 
Post # 65.

CAMPBELL, Alice 
E., 90, of Newton. Daugh-
ter to the late Mabel and 
Libby Christian. Wife 
of the late Dr. Sylvan L. 
Campbell. She worked 
with her husband in 
his private practice in 
Roxbury and Mattapan 
for many years prior to 
retiring. She is survived 
by her son, Steven Lloyd 
Campbell of Newton, nu-
merous nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces/nephews and 
other extended family 
members and friends.

CROSDALE, Rafa-
el Fernando, 77, of 

Dorchester. Son of the 
late William and Carmen 
Crosdale. He leaves his 
brother Luis Crosdale and 
sister Debora Crosdale; 
along with nieces and 
nephews. 

DAMIGELLA, Pa-
tricia A. (Moore), 88, 
of Dorchester. Wife of 
the late Salvatore Dami-
gella. Mother of Kevin 
Malone and his wife 
Nancy of Quincy, and 
Maribeth Jones and her 
husband Richard of Hol-
brook. Grandmother of 
9 grandchildren and 15 
great-grandchildren. Pa-
tricia was the proud office 
manager for Boston Fire-
fighters Local 718 IAFF 
for 50 years. 

DEVENEY, Joan M.  
(Stevens), of Milton, for-
merly of Dorchester. Joan 
was predeceased by her 
former husband, Paul F. 
Deveney, and is survived 
by her children: Steven 
Deveney of Fairhaven, 
Lynn Curry, and Mark 
Deveney of Mt. Pleasant, 
SC. Grandmother of 7. 
Joan was also a sister to 
the late John Stevens, 
Dorothy Stevens, Ma-

rie MacSwain, Barbara 
MacSwain and Evelyn 
Whittle. Joan is also sur-
vived by her sister-in-law 
Katherine Caladin.

D R A I N,  S h e i l a 
(Holt), 67, of Milton, 
originally of Dorchester. 
She is survived by her 
sister Mary Ellen, her 
brother Tom (Sue); her 
three sons Sean (Kendra), 
Joseph (Elitza), and Ste-
phen (Katie). Sheila was 
predeceased by her broth-
er Stephen; her parents, 
Mary and Alfred; and her 
husband, Dennis. Sheila  
was a special needs teach-
er in the Boston Public 
Schools for 27 years. 
We kindly ask that you 
consider making a small 
donation to the Special 
Olympics Massachusetts, 
a cause that was close to 
Sheila’s heart.

GUILFOY, Theresa L. 

(Bitetti), 83, of Dorches-
ter.Wife of the late John E. 
Guilfoy. Mother of Chris-
tine Guilfoy of Dorches-
ter, Susan Finneran of 
Rockland, and Catherine 
and her husband John 
McCormack of Pembroke. 
Grandmother of 7, and 
the late Taylor McCor-
mack.

HORTON,  Barbara 
(Ewert, Gill), 83, of 
Braintree, formerly of 
Dorchester. She was the 
daughter of the late Ei-
leen and William Ewert. 
Barbara was predeceased 
by her sisters Eileen and 
Phyllis. Grandmother of 
14, great grandmother of 
5. Wife of Rodney Horton. 
Barbara was predeceased 
by her first husband, 
Joseph Gill. Mother of 
Karen Fitzpatrick and 
her husband Bill of Wey-
mouth, Susan Gill-Hickey 
of Canton, Joanne Fran-
cis of Canton, Jean Gill 
Keegan and her husband 
Bill of Braintree, and Eliz-
abeth Layden of Brain-
tree. She is also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews, extended fami-
ly, and friends.Memorial 
contributions may be 
sent in Barbara’s name 
to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital, (st-
jude.org)

JAKOWICKI, Felik-
sa (Ankiewicz), 99, of 
Dorchester, formerly of 
Poland. Wife of the late 
Wladyslaw Jakowicki. 
Mother of Danuta Radko 
of Dorchester. “Babcia” 
of Darek and his wife 
Aneta Radko of Dorches-
ter. Proud great-grand-
mother of 2. Sister of 
Veronika Russell of South 

Boston, and the late Gen-
evieve Pokornicka and 
Irena Jaworska. Feliksa 
is also survived by many 
nieces, nephews, and ex-
tended family in Poland.

L A C E Y,  A r t h u r 
Lawrence Jr., 89, of 
Dorchester, formerly of 
Charlestown.Son of the 
late Aileen V. Kadara and 
Arthur Lawrence Lacey 
Sr. Husband of Mary 
(DiPietro) Lacey. Father 
of Angela M. Long and 
her husband Richard A. 
Long of Quincy, Michelle 
A. Lacey of Middletown, 
R.I. and Annette T. Lacey 
of Quincy. Also survived 
by his 2 grandchildren, 
and 1 great–grandchild.

LYNCH, Brendan F., 
80, of Scituate formerly 
of Dorchester. Son of 
Helena (Houlihan) and 
John Lynch of Ireland.  He 
was preceded in death by 
his brother, John J. Lynch 
and his infant son, Timo-
thy B. Lynch. Brendan is 
survived by his wife Rita 
(Moran) Lynch; children 
Kristina Lynch Dalican-
dro (Bill Dalicandro) of 
Scituate, Katie Lynch 

Misra (Palash Misra) of 
Winchester, and Karen 
Lynch Evans (Michael 
Evans) of Wyoming, OH; 
and seven grandchildren. 
He served 6 years in the 
Yankee Division of the 
Massachusetts National 
Guard. 

MARINO, Corrine M., 
95, of East Bridgewater, 
formerly of Dorchester, 
Quincy and South Bos-
ton. Wife of the late Guy 
Peter Marino. Daughter 
to the late Thomas and 
Dora McEvoy. Survived 
by her sons, Peter Mari-
no and his wife Mary of 
Amesbury, Guy Marino 
and his wife Aileen of 
East Bridgewater, and 
John Marino and his wife 
Marybeth of Attleboro; 
her 5 grandchildren. 
Corrine was a dedicated 
switchboard operator for 
US Steel, Foley Fish, and 
Carney Hospital. 

MORSE, Concet-
ta Mary (Arnao), 97, 
of Brockton, native of 
Dorchester. She was the 
daughter of the late Nico-
la and Josephine (D’Ami-
co) Arnao. Mary was the 
wife of the late Robert E. 
Morse; mother of the late 
Robert and Mark Morse; 
grandmother of 1 and 
the late Dalton J. Morse; 
great-grandmother of 6; 
mother-in-law of Dawn 
George; sister of the late 
Frank, Harry, Peter, and 
Joseph Arnao; and an 
aunt of many nieces and 
nephews.   Memorial 
gifts may be made to The 
Jimmy Fund (jimmyfund.
org/). 

TOTTEN, Patricia 
M.  (Norton) “Patty”, 
originally of Roslindale. 
Wife of Francis J. “Frank” 
Totten. Mother to Pat-
rick F. Totten and his 
wife Kysha of Abington. 
Grandmother of 1. Pat-
ty was the daughter of 
Thomas and Marjorie 
Norton.  She was sister 
to Margaret Norton of 
Roslindale, Kathleen Hol-
lohan and her husband 
Peter of Woburn, Thom-
as Norton and his wife 
Judith of Andover, Paula 
Allen and her husband 
Anthony of Duxbury, and 
Timothy Norton and his 
wife Cynthia of Woodbury, 
NJ. Sister in law of Alfred 
Totten of Dorchester 
and Mary Anne Loomis 
and her husband Scott 
of E. Bridgewater.  Also 
survived by many nieces 
and nephews.    
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ConnectorCare
COVERAGE FOR 
EVERY FAMILY

Coverage for every family size and income! ConnectorCare from the Massachusetts Health Connector, has a 
plan that fits your budget and family needs. With a low-cost plan from ConnectorCare, you can get annual check-ups, 
childbirth delivery and well-baby care, and access to hospital services. Plans from ConnectorCare will also protect you 
from overwhelming medical debt if you get sick or injured. Financial assistance is also available if you qualify.

Find out if you qualify for ConnectorCare,
visit MAhealthconnector.org or call 1-877-MA-ENROLL  

Financial Help

No Deductibles

Low Premiums

Low Co-pay

Childbirth

OPEN ENROLLMENT RUNS UNTIL JANUARY 23rd, 2024. 
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Visit WePlugYouIn.org to find a contractor today!

Ready to  
go electric?

As the demand for electric vehicles surges,  
so does the need for efficient and reliable charging 
infrastructure. We have the expertise and training to 
install and maintain the complex electrical system.  

NECA contractors and IBEW Local 103 
members are ready to plug you in!

By working with our contractors,  
you’ll benefit from:

Competitive pricing and  
reliable service

Access to the latest technology  
and equipment 

High-quality workmanship and   
attention to detail

Expertise in EV infrastructure

Best trained and  
highly-skilled workforce


