
By Gintautas Dumcius
manaGinG EDitor

Chancellor Marcelo Suárez-Orozco’s third-floor 
corner office on the UMass Boston campus looks out 

over dirt mounds surrounding a 
massive gash, where there once was 
a science building and a windswept 
plaza built atop a parking garage.

“This is the embodiment of UMa-
ss Boston 2.0,” he says. “It’s a new 
beginning. We are finally leaving 
behind the deficiencies that flowed 
from the original construction of 
the campus.”

A two-level substructure, which 
connects the administrative and academic buildings, 
and the garage were at the center of a scandal over 

the building of the harborside campus in the 1970s. 
Two state senators went to prison on extortion 
convictions, among others, and a blue-ribbon state 
commission later documented the fraud.

The decrepit 1,560-car garage closed in 2006, 
but the campus continued to crumble. In 2010, a 
385-pound section of concrete fell from a lower-level 
ceiling beneath Wheatley Hall, an academic building.

“The substructure, I’m happy to report, is done, 
it’s safe, it’s sound,” Suarez-Orozco told the Reporter 
in a sit-down interview last week.

Where there was a plaza and mounds of dirt, a new 
courtyard, or quad, will “reorient the university to-
ward a green space for student activities, for student 
study, for student work, for student enjoyment,” 
according to the chancellor.

By Gintautas Dumcius
manaGinG EDitor

Disassembled? Dismembered? Ripped from 
the surly bonds of City Hall? Not quite. The 
Boston Planning and Development Agency, 
a frequent campaign trail target for abolish-
ment and reform, seems set to continue its 
existence in some form for the foreseeable 
future, if Mayor Michelle Wu’s first “State of 
the City” address and newly filed legislation 
are indications of what happens next.

But big changes are in store for the entity 
itself, which still formally operates under its 
original name, the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority. The BPDA name came from a 
rebrand under Mayor Marty Walsh’s admin-
istration in 2016.

On Monday, Wu filed a home rule petition 
to “abolish” the BRA and reorder its oper-
ations under a new quasi-public planning 
and development entity that will retain the 
familiar BPDA shorthand, while still report-
ing to a board appointed by the mayor and 
the governor.

“Through increased involvement of city 
personnel and additional cooperation con-
cerning funds and property, the agency will 
be subject to new and additional oversight 
by the city, strengthened requirements re-
garding public participation and transpar-
ency, and heavily restricted urban renewal 
powers,” Wu wrote in her filing letter to the 
City Council.
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WAITING IN 
LIMBO

By sEth DaniEl
nEws EDitor

Nearly every day, scores of Haitian men and wom-
en, some of whom walked thousands of miles to seek 
asylum in the United States, make their way to a 
modest office in Mattapan Square, the headquar-
ters of the nonprofit Immigrant Family and Service 
Institute (IFSI).

The migrants, who have been granted Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) by the US government, are 
looking for help getting jobs as they navigate an ar-
duous process that is beset by maddening delays and 
absurd anomalies. Many of them spend long hours 
inside the IFSI office, waiting to get guidance from 
staffers who are themselves frustrated by the slow 
pace of the federal bureaucracy.

“It is frustrating,” said David Dorvilien, a 30-some-
thing man who sat in the bustling office on a recent 
Monday morning. He wants to weep when he recalls 
his family’s 18-month trek by foot, bus, and boat from 
Brazil to the United States border. A native of Haiti, 

Haitian migrants take note of 
opportunities, but slow pace of 
bureaucracy leaves jobs unfilled

State of the City 2023: Wu pitches include update
of zoning code, revamp of development operations

Mayor Michelle Wu makes her pitches. 
Seth Daniel photo

(Continued on page 15)

David Dorvilien with Rev. Dieufort ‘Keke’ Fleuris-
saint at the IFSI office in Mattapan Square this 
week.   Seth Daniel photo

UMass Boston chancellor looks forward,
and he very much likes what he is seeing

A rebuttal 
Two days after Mayor Wu 

critiqued the past decade of 
development in the city, her 
predecessor talked about 
the accomplishments of his 
administration’s time inside 
City Hall. Page 13.

Chancellor Marcelo Suárez-Orozco shows Congressman Stephen Lynch the construction site that was 
once UMass Boston’s student plaza. In its place, a new “quad” will be created for students. 

Gintautas Dumcius photo
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A federal judge last 
week sentenced reputed 
Dorchester gang leader 
Michael “G Fredo” Bran-
dao, 22, to nine years in 
prison for his guilty plea 
to RICO (racketeering) 
charges.

Federal prosecutors 
had asked for a 12-year 
sentence, saying that 
even after Brandao was 
arrested as part of a gang 
sweep in 2020, he kept 
making YouTube videos 
promoting the gang and 
its violence.  

Prosecutors argued 
that as recently as two 
weeks ago, months after 
he had agreed to plead 
guilty, Brandao tried 
from his jail cell to get 
remaining gang members 
to beat up a music manag-
er who was helping with 
Brandao’s rap career.  

Brandao was among 
more than a dozen mem-
bers of the Norton/Olney/
Barry Gang, also known 
as NOB and the Head 

Shot Mafia, rounded up 
in June of 2020 on both 
general RICO charges 
and more specifically, 
murder, armed robbery, 
drugs, prostitution, and 
the unintentional kid-
napping of a 5-year-old 
girl. 

Prosecutors said Bran-
dao himself tried, but 
failed, to murder some-
one and was involved in 
a car theft turned kidnap-
ping when gang members 
stole a man’s car as he 
was getting some takeout 
on Dorchester Avenue 
and it turned out his 
young daughter was in 
the car. Gang members 
released her, unharmed, 
in Randolph.

Brandao pleaded guilty 
last April. In a sentenc-
ing memorandum to US 
District Court Judge Leo 
Sorokin, prosecutors said 
that even with his admis-
sion of guilt, Brandao 
deserved a long sentence 
because “not only was 

Defendant involved in 
various criminal activ-
ities, he was a leading 
figure in the gang, public-
ly promoting the gang’s 
violence and its conflicts 
with rivals, thus fueling 
a cycle of ongoing violent 
conflict between NOB 
and rival gangs – a cycle 
that spilled violence onto 
the streets of numerous 
communities, particular-
ly Dorchester.”

The memorandum de-

tailed YouTube videos 
Brandao had posted both 
before and after his arrest 
that feature threatening 
messages  and recre-
ations of murders by 
NOB members.

Other members of the 
gang are already serving 
sentences. Prosecutors 
say the gang arose out 
of violence around the 
murder of Bobby Mendes 
in 1995.
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The Neponset River Watershed 
Association (NepRWA) will host a site 
visit to Tenean Beach on Sunday, Feb. 
19 from 9-10:30 a.m. to observe the 
high tide’s effects along the coast. Please 
register at Neponset.org/KingTide.
The BPDA will hold a virtual public 
meeting on Thurs., Feb. 2 at 6 p.m. to 
discuss the proposed Olmsted Village 
project. A 30-minute presentation 
is planned, followed by a 45-minute 
discussion by members of the project’s 
Impact Advisory Group, followed 
by 45-minutes of public Q&A. See 
bostonplans.org. For more info on joining 
this meeting via Zoom or phone, see 
bostonplans.org.
The first of three virtual public meetings 
to discuss the Dorchester Bay City 
project will be held on Tues., Feb. 7 at 
6 p.m. focusing on public realm, open 
space, and resilience aspects of the 
development area. See bostonplans.
org for information on how to join the 
meeting via Zoom on phone.

The public is invited to join the Neponset 
River Watershed Association (NepRWA) 
at their annual Neponset River Water 
Quality Presentation on Monday, Feb. 
6 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the Canton 
Public Library Community Room, 786 
Washington St., Canton. Every year, from 
May through October, multiple volunteers 
work with NepRWA staff to gather water 
quality samples from various sites across 
the Neponset Watershed. The samples 
are then tested for E. coli, Phosphorus 
levels, and Dissolved Oxygen. The 
Water Quality Presentation looks at the 
current sampling data and compares it to 
sampling data from previous years to see 
what long-term trends emerge. The data 
and trends allow NepRWA to monitor the 
health of the Neponset River and come up 
with a plan of action for improvements. 
The event will be held both in-
person and over Zoom, and registration 
is required for both options. Light 
refreshments will be served. Due to the 
regional rise in COVID cases, masking is 

optional but highly encouraged. More 
information, including registration, can 
be found at Neponset.org/water-quality.
Codman Square Health Center is 
offering free tax preparation clinics for 
Boston residents at 450 Washington 
St., Dorchester throughout the tax 
season. Drop by the clinic on Mondays 
and Tuesdays from 4-8p.m. or Saturdays 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Call 617-822-8182 for more 
info.
Children, parents, and caregivers are in-
vited to join the Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department for February school 
vacation week. Online registration and 
more information on all these free fam-
ily activities can be found at boston.gov/
parks.
Mayor Michelle Wu and the Boston 
Parks and Recreation Department will 
present the annual Children’s Winter 
Festival on the Boston Common Parade 
Ground on Wed., Feb. 22, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The free festival is open to all 
and offers music, giveaways, winter activ-

ities, treats, and crafts. Featured attrac-
tions include large inflatable installations 
such as the All-Star Challenge, Everest 
Climb ‘N’ Slide, and a Fun House Maze. 
Kids and their caregivers can also enjoy 
rides in the park on the Trackless Train, 
a ski lift photo booth, slap shot hockey, 
snow throw, pop-up mural activity from 
the Mayor’s Mural Crew, a LEGO build 
activity with a Master Model Builder, and 
much more. Visit boston.gov/winterfest 
for more information about this fami-
ly-friendly school vacation week event.
The New England Women’s Leadership 
Awards, hosted by Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester, will be held on Monday, May 
15, 2023. NEWLA was among the first 
events of its kind in the Boston area, and 
so far has recognized 134 outstanding 
women. To learn more about NEWLA, 
visit bgcdorchester.org.

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO 

NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Dot man gets 9 years for gang conspiracy

A 13-year-old boy was shot and killed near Matta-
pan Square on Sunday morning in a brazen assault 
that has not yet yielded any suspects, according to 
police. Tyler Lawrence, a resident of Norwood, was 
pronounced dead at the scene of the shooting, which 
was near the intersection of Babson and Fremont 
streets, about one block off busy Blue Hill Avenue. 
The attack took place around 11:30 a.m.

Both Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox and 
Suffolk County District Attorney Kevin Hayden were 
on the scene in the aftermath. “We do believe it was 
targeted,” said Hayden. “We don’t believe it was a 
random act of violence, but we really don’t know for 
sure yet.” He added later:

“After leaving the scene in Mattapan Sunday I 
went home and watched football with my son, who 
is also 13. That’s something this family will never 
be able to do with Tyler, and the explicit tragedy of 
that reality is shattering. This is an immeasurable 
loss for the Lawrence family and for the city.”

The death marked the third known homicide in the 
city of Boston so far in 2023. Another man,  33-year-
old Jymaal Cox, was shot dead in Mattapan Square 
on the morning of New Year’s Day. No suspects have 
been identified or taken into custody in that murder. 
Anyone with information is asked to call the BPD 
Homicide Division at 617-343-4470. 

•••
A large fight among TechBoston Academy students 

that started on Monday afternoon (Jan. 30) on the 
basketball court in Roberts Playground near the 
school ended with at least two students stabbed and 
another under arrest.

Police initially responded around 2:45 p.m. to 
Armandine and Washington streets on a report in-
volving students fighting with knives and guns. On 
arrival, they found nobody, but soon after they found 
two students stabbed, one who had taken refuge in 
a store there, a second a block away at Ashmont and 
Montague streets.

The website Live Boston reported that a third 
victim was later found closer to Dorchester Avenue 
and Ashmont Street, where, Boston Police say, they 
arrested Deionte Wall, 18, of Dorchester, and a 
15-year-old male. Both Wall and the 15-year-old were 
charged with three counts of Assault and Battery by 
means of a Dangerous Weapon [a knife], police said. 

“All three victims were transported to a local hos-
pital with non-life-threatening injuries,” according 
to a Boston Police report.

Boston firefighters responded to 55 Cedar St. in 
Mattapan around 1 a.m. on Tuesday (Jan. 31) for a 
fire that started there and spread to the neighboring 
unit at 57 Cedar St. The department reports that 
12 people were displaced. There were no injuries.

BFD photo

‘Wicked Smart’ Surprise for Dot Kids— Boston Collegiate Charter School in Dorchester welcomed 
an all-star visitor on Monday when Boston Celtics guard Marcus Smart visited the Mayhew Street 
campus to celebrate the launch of his new cereal, Wicked Smarts. Smart greeted by Boston Collegiate 
basketball players and lower school students, who are already connected to the ballplayer through his 
YounGameChanger Foundation. Last year, all Boston Collegiate students received free calculators from 
Smart and Texas Instruments. Proceeds from the cereal sales go to support local youth organizations.

Photo courtesy Boston Collegiate

‘Wicked Smart’ Surprise for Dot Kids
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GREAT RATE ALERT:
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4.71% APY*

18-Month CD

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates effective January 12, 2023, and subject to change without notice. 
The APY is based on the assumption that dividends will remain on deposit until maturity and that a withdrawal 
or fee will reduce earnings. $500.00 minimum deposit required to open an MPCU certificate. New money 
only. Certificates are fixed-rate accounts and will remain in effect until maturity. Fees that may be applicable 
to deposit accounts can be found on the fee schedule. In the case of CD or IRA, penalty may apply for early 
withdrawal. NCUA insures up to $250,000; MSIC insures all excess shares and deposits above the federal 
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Only $500 Minimum to open!
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Upham’s Community Care PACE 
has been providing exceptional care for over 25 years

617-740-8007
UphamsPACE.org

We provide individualized, patient-driven care for 
older adults and seniors with chronic care needs. 

97% of caregivers feel their loved one gets the care 
they need.
91% of participants surveyed are extremely satisfied.

Are you looking for help for yourself or a family member?
 • Do you live in Boston?
 • Are you 55 years old or older?
 • Do you live at home and need assistance?

Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly

Vital Research 2022 Patient Satisfaction Survey

We’re here to help!
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By Gintautas Dumcius
manaGinG EDitor
For a moment in Janu-

ary, talk of Marty Walsh 
as the new White House 

chief of staff was in the 
air. So was Marty Walsh, 
with no internet access.

The labor secretary 
was flying from London 
to Boston after spending a 
busy few days in Europe, 
where he had visited the 
World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland, 
before checking out a job 
training center in Zurich 
and apprenticeship pro-
grams in Austria. He told 
the audience at a New 
England Council event 
on Friday in Boston that 
as he was boarding the 
plane for an eight-hour 
flight without use of the 
internet, he had received 
a text message with a 

link to a New York Times 
article reporting that Ron 
Klain was stepping down 
as the president’s chief 
of staff. 

In mentioning the 
names of possible suc-
cessors to Klain being 
floated by the White 
House, the reporter in-
cluded Walsh’s name 
along with those of the 
management consultant 
Jeff Zients, agriculture 
chief Tom Vilsack, the 
political strategist Anita 
Dunn, and the diplomat 
Susan Rice.

When he arrived in 
Boston and opened his 
phone, Walsh told the 
crowd, he found that 68 
people had texted him 
about the story. Some had 
offered congratulations 
and “a couple of people 
were looking for jobs,” 
he quipped.  

Walsh told reporters 
after his remarks to the 
New England Council’s 
guests that there had 
been  no formal conver-
sations about him taking 
the role. “I think it was 
nice to be mentioned. 
Obviously, it’s an honor,” 
he said. “When I read the 
article, I looked at the list, 

and said, ‘It’s going to be 
Jeff,’” Walsh said, refer-
ring to Zients, the man 
who was in charge of the 
Biden White House’s re-
sponse to the pandemic.

The secretary said that 
he and Biden, who per-
suaded him to leave the 
mayor’s office in Boston 
in early 2021 to join his 
cabinet, talk every couple 
of weeks. “If we’re on a 
trip or something you get 
a chance to sit with him 
and talk to him about 
life,” he said. “We talk 
about the stresses of the 
job.”

Jim Brett, the head 
of the New England 
Council, said he and his 
neighbors, Dorchester 
residents like Walsh, 
were not surprised that 
Walsh’s name was float-
ed, “because the presi-
dent feels so close and so 
comfortable with him.”

But Walsh joked that he 
is getting some “grief” for 
his time spent in Boston. 
While his job comes with 
plenty of travel across 
the country, Walsh still 
frequently returns to his 
home in Lower Mills, and 
he remains a presence at 
award dinners and public 

events around Boston.
Walsh told the New 

England Council that 
whenever he gives a 
speech, he has to run the 
location by Biden admin-
istration lawyers. One of 
the lawyers apparently 
remarked to Walsh’s 
scheduler about the high 
number in Walsh’s home-
town, and added, “We 
have to cut down on these 
Boston speeches.”

Joel Richards nabs 
District 3 

endorsement 
The candidate who 

ran against and lost to 

District 3 Councillor 
Frank Baker in 2021 is 
endorsing the candidate 
running against the five-
term incumbent this 
year. Stephen McBride, a 
member of the Jones Hill 
Community Association, 
lost to Baker, gaining 
just 28 percent of the 
vote to the Savin Hill 
councillor’s 63 percent. 

Boston Public Schools 
teacher and pastor Joel 
Richards is making his 
own run this year, af-
ter the City Council’s 
redrawing of political 
boundaries placed his 
residence in Dorches-
ter-based District 3. 
Baker, while losing large 
swaths of Neponset, 
picked up more of South 
Boston.

“As someone who got 
to know District 3 inti-
mately by running for 
this seat in 2021, I know 
firsthand that Joel is the 
person made for this 
moment,” McBride said 
in a statement. “Even 
from our first meeting 
on the campaign trail 
two years ago, I under-
stood his passion to make 
Boston better. His desire 

to bring people together 
rather than sow division, 
coupled with his commit-
ment to making Boston 
a more affordable and 
equitable place to live 
assures me that Mr. Rich-
ards will be the best City 
Councilor for District 3 
and for Boston.”

Richards said it was 
an “honor” to receive 
McBride’s support. “I 
supported Stephen from 
day one of his campaign 
and admired the way 
he humbly carried his 
message throughout the 
campaign. I am looking 
forward to working with 
him to continue that vi-
sion for a Boston united 
around our shared expe-
riences and our common 
interests.”

Baker has not yet for-
mally announced if he’s 
running for reelection.

Additional candidates 
could jump in. Latoya 
Gayle, an advocate fo-
cused on early education 
and childcare issues, told 
the Reporter that she is 
considering a run and 
plans to make a decision 
in February.

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU22P2692EA

ESTATE OF:
MARY CATHERINE DOWGOS

a/k/a: MARY DOWGOS
DATE OF DEATH: 03/05/2020

To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Jennifer A. Dowgos of 
Dorchester, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. The 
Petitioner requests that: Jennifer Dowgos of 
Dorchester, MA  be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/08/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: January 30, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 2, 2023

LEGAL NOTICES

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

ESTATE OF:
JEDINA SULTIS

DATE OF DEATH: 03/03/2022
SUFFOLK DIVISION

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petition-
er Dwayne Baker of South Attleboro, 
MA a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.  Dwayne Baker of Dorchester, 
MA has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition the Court 
to institute formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Petitioner.

Published: February 2, 2023

Marty Walsh as Biden chief 
of staff ?  For a moment last 
month, it was seen a possibility

Secretary of Labor Martin Walsh spoke to a member of The New England 
Council before making a speech to the group in Boston last Friday, Jan. 27.

Gintautas Dumcius photo

Do you have news to share 
about you and your family?
Send in your people items 

to 
newseditor@dotnews.com

or reach us on 
Twitter @DotNews
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After last fall’s drubbing, Mass. GOP finds a new leader
By stEvE Brown
wBur rEportEr
Massachusetts Repub-

licans failed to field a sin-
gle successful candidate 
for statewide office last 
November, a drubbing 
that stirred discontent 
among Republicans who 
were troubled by party 
chairman Jim Lyons 
election-losing strat-
egy and the organiza-
tion’s financial woes. 

Lyons on Tuesday lost 
a bid for a third term on 
Tuesday as state com-
mittee members voted 
37 to 34 for Washington 
lobbyist Amy Carnevale 
of Marblehead.

“Clearly, the vote was 
a signal that our party is 
going to take a different 
track moving ahead,” 
she said. “And I’m taking 
that as a signal that we 
also need to reach out 
to unenrolled voters in 
order to get Republicans 
elected to Congress, to 
positions up and down 
the board.”

She will serve a two-
year term as chair.

Many Republicans put 
the blame for the party’s 
woes squarely on Lyons. 
They questioned his put-
ting the party’s limited 
resources into the gov-
ernor’s race, which most 
politlical observers knew 
was a long shot.

Lyons, a strong sup-
porter of former Presi-
dent Trump, and claims 
the party’s troubles are 
not because of his lead-
ership as chair. Instead, 
he blames centrist party 
members who support-
ed former Gov. Charlie 
Baker, and says they’re 
undermining his agenda.

“So far, we know that 
the Baker people have 
invested all kinds of 
money because they want 
to silence you. Silence 
me,” he told a group in 
Worcester. “Are they 
going to silence you peo-
ple? They’re not going to 
silence me neither.”

The number of Re-
publican elected state 
officials has dwindled in 
the four years Lyons has 
been chair, the latest evi-
dence being November’s 
lopsided losses for gov-
ernor and lieutenant 
governor, the only state-
wide offices then held by 
Republicans.

The party also saw a 
pair of sheriff’s seats as 
well as the Cape and Is-
lands District Attorney’s 
Office switch to the con-
trol of Democrats. Re-
publicans have lost at 
least nine seats in the 
Legislature since Lyons 
took control of the party.

“I think if we contin-
ue on with Jim Lyons, 
that we’re going to have 
even more infighting,” 
said Auburn state Rep. 
Paul Frost, who is also 
a voting member of the 
State Republican Com-
mittee. He said more 
Republican incumbents 
could be in danger of 
losing their seats in con-
tentious primaries if the 
party sticks with Lyons.

But the concerns go 
beyond losing elections. 
The party’s treasurer, 
Pat Crowley, has raised 
questions about opposi-
tion research conduct-
ed on now-Gov. Maura 
Healey during last year’s 
gubernatorial campaign. 
Crowley sent other 

Republicans copies of 
emails and invoices that 
suggest Lyons may have 
coordinated with a politi-
cal action committee and 
wealthy donors to pay 
$53,217 for the research. 
Such coordination would 
be a violation of state 
campaign finance laws.

WBUR has repeatedly 
reached out to Lyons 
through the party but has 
not received a response.

 “It appears that our 
party may, in fact, be in 
the red and owe money 
to vendors,” Carnevale, 
one of several candidates, 
said in the leadup to the 
election for the chair.

“Under the current 
leadership, the party has 
gone in a direction that 
has not been helpful to 
winning elections,” she 
said. “We need to commu-
nicate a message that is 
welcoming and attractive 
for recruiting both candi-
dates and donors to the 
party.”

It’s not unusual for a 
political party to do some 
soul-searching follow-
ing election losses, said 
Brian Frederick, who 
teaches political science 
at Bridgewater State 
University. “It’s sort of 
the classic purist-ver-
sus-pragmatist sort of 
approach,” he said. “That 
especially occurs when 
parties are out of power, 
when they’re not cur-
rently occupying very 
many positions of pow-
er and see themselves 
locked out.”

It was ultimately up 
to the members of the 
Republican State Com-
mittee to determine the 
leadership of the party at 

Neighborhood Villages, 
a nonprofit focused on 
early education and child-
care issues, has started an 
apprenticeship program 
to help the workforce cri-
sis that has hit the early 
education sector.

The program, part of 
an initiative launched in 
November with $1 mil-
lion from City Hall, offers 
“non-college pathways to 
those entering or looking 
to advance in the field 
of early education and 
care as lead teachers or 
directors.”

The program kicked off 
on Jan. 21 at Dorchester’s 
Epiphany Early Learning 
Center with 50 apprentic-
es and their mentors and 
instructors.

“This program will 
help address this crisis by 
supporting educators on 
their pathway in early ed-
ucation with instruction, 
on the job training, men-
torship, wage bumps, 
and wraparound support 
such as technology and 
coaching,” Binal Patel, 
chief program officer at 
Neighborhood Villages, 

said in a statement. “We 
are grateful to the Exec-
utive Office of Labor and 
Workforce Development 
and the City of Boston 
for their support and look 
forward to continuing to 
work together to address 
these urgent workforce 
challenges.”

According to Neigh-
borhood Villages, jobs in 
the childcare sector are 
down 23.5 percent from 
pre-pandemic levels.

– REPORTER STAFF

Early education apprenticeship
program launched in Dorchester

their gathering in Marl-
borough with their votes 
by secret ballot.

Lyons congratulated 
Carnevale for her victory 

and promised to never 
quit “fighting for our life, 
liberty and freedom.”

Portions of this story 
were first published and 

aired by WBUR 90.9FM 
this week. The Reporter 
and WBUR share content 
through a media part-
nership.

The Epiphany School was the site of a kickoff of a new apprenticeship program.
Photo courtesy Neighborhood Villages
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Wu proposes ‘Year 13’ pilot program
in a partnership with UMass Boston

By sEth DaniEl
nEws EDitor

Education and school buildings made 
up a hefty portion of the topics Mayor 
Wu took up in her State of the City 
address last week, and one key piece 
involves a collaboration between Bos-
ton Public Schools (BPS) and UMass 
Boston on Columbia Point.

Wu outlined a pilot program where-
by Fenway High School students can 
take an extra year after high school 
graduation to work toward a college 
degree at UMass Boston.

“I am announcing that—in partner-
ship with UMass Boston—we’ll build 
on that foundation by piloting a Year 
13 program at Fenway High School,” 
she said at the MGM Music Hall next 
to Fenway Park. “This will give our 
students an additional full year of 
college-level courses debt-free as they 
transition to college and accelerate 
toward a degree.”

Fenway High School, located in the 
Mission Hill neighborhood, accepts 
students from all over the city, in-
cluding several from Dorchester and 
Mattapan. The school already offers 
a robust early college program where 
students can take classes without cost 
at UMass Boston or Wentworth Insti-
tute of Technology and earn up to two 
years of college credit. However, that 
offer ends once they graduate.

With the “Year 13” concept, they can 
continue taking those classes without 
cost for another year after the graduate 
if they are working toward a degree.

“UMass Boston is committed to 
expanding access to higher education, 
particularly to those who face systemic 
barriers to succeeding in college,” said 
UMass Boston Chancellor Marcelo 
Suárez-Orozco. “Our partnership with 
Boston Public Schools to provide Fen-
way High students with a ‘fifth year’ 
will open doors and opportunities for 
first-generation students, students of 
color, those facing economic challenges, 
and many others.”

The idea of a “Year 13” is also some-
thing that has been pushed by City 
Councillor at-Large Michael Flaherty 

for some time, and on Wednesday night 
he applauded the move online.

“BPS finally has a Year 13,” he wrote. 
“(I’m) Honored to be with Mayor Wu 
for her first State of the City. I look 
forward to working with Mayor Wu 
and Superintendent Skipper on best 
practices for the first cohort (of Year 
13 students).”

The idea has already been tried 
around Greater Boston with some 
success, particularly in a partnership 
between Chelsea Public Schools and 
Bunker Hill Community College prior 
to the pandemic. If it proves successful 
at Fenway High, the hope is it will be 
expanded. Said Wu: “If we expect our 
young people to be the leaders our 

world needs, then it’s on all of us to 
take every step to ensure they have 
the skills and experience to meet this 
moment.”

Facilities at the forefront
Part of Wu’s address noted new and 

renovated school facility projects. She 
noted that the brand-new Boston Arts 
Academy had just opened right across 
from the MGM Fenway Music Hall and 
that it was quite impressive. She also 
took note that the ongoing construction 
downtown at the Josiah Quincy Upper 
School, started in 2012 and has taken 
too long.

All school projects are taking too long, 
she said, adding that her administra-
tion is looking to shorten the planning 
period to make sure school facilities 
are delivered in a more timely manner.

“The [Josiah Quincy] project was 
kicked off in 2012: three mayors and 
six superintendents ago,” she said. 
“Students in 1st grade when this proj-
ect started will have graduated from 
high school by the time it’s finished. 
We’re making changes to speed up not 
just individual schools, but our whole 
district.”

She said in comments after the speech 
that by eliminating the programmatic 
study at the outset of a school reno-
vation or new construction, about a 

year’s work of time can be saved. This 
was outlined almost a year ago in May 
2022 when Wu unveiled the Green New 
Deal for BPS in the South End. She 
said that effort hasn’t stalled out but 
has moved forward through laying the 
groundwork for this more-streamlined 
process.

“Even a condensed process when it 
has all those steps is many years long,” 
she said. “By having those conversa-
tions now and setting those educational 
specifications, we can shorten that pro-
cess. We’re also moving into community 
design process for many of the schools 
we have brought online – Madison Park 
has been moving along and so are the 
elementary schools. Individual schools 
are going to keep being accelerated but 
this is to speed up the process overall.”

Madison Park did have two online 
school community planning meetings 
last year, but one of them wasn’t well 
advertised and didn’t draw many 
participants. The second meeting also 
wasn’t well advertised, according to 
some, including District 7 Councillor 
Tania Fernandes Anderson, and was 
roundly criticized throughout the 
meeting. There have been no further 
school community meetings on Madi-
son Park since then.

Inclusion schooling
One piece of the speech that went 

somewhat under the radar on the 
education front was a commitment 
to invest $50 million into inclusion 
education “so every student gets the 
education they deserve,” Wu said.

Schools in Dorchester that are 
designated inclusion schools – where 
students with disabilities learn in the 
same classroom alongside general ed-
ucation students – are the Henderson 
Upper School (Grade 3-12) and the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes K-6 School. 
The inclusion model has been popular 
in education circles but has been in 
question recently due to more general 
education students and parents pulling 
out of the model. Inclusion schools in 
the district have experienced more 
behavioral issues of concern over the 
past few years than they did at their 
outset a decade ago.

Wu also committed to continuing 
investments that were brought on with 
Covid-19 federal money and by some 
strong advocacy pre-pandemic from 
former Dorchester Councillor At-Large 
Annissa Essaibi George.

“Because we know our students are 
people and family members first, we 
are investing in social workers and 
counselors at every school, with dedi-
cated bi-lingual social workers trained 
to meet the needs of our multilingual 
students and families,” Wu said.

Mayor Wu outlined several goals and new programs for public education during 
her speech.  Seth Daniel photo
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The Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Dorchester (BGCD) 
has named Pooja Ika as 
this year’s New England 
Women’s Leadership 
Awards (NEWLA) Event 
Chair. The event will be 
held on May 15. 

Ika is the founder and 
CEO of eternalHealth. 
At the age of 25, she was 
the youngest woman to 
launch a new Medicare 
Advantage Health Plan 
in the United States. 
A 2019 Babson College 
graduate, she founded 
eternalHealth to deliver 
high quality, affordable 
care to her fellow Massa-
chusetts residents. 

“I am excited and 
grateful to be the NEW-
LA Chair this year, as 

myself and the women 
we get to honor possess 
a shared mindset that 
nothing is impossible,” 
said Ika. “Through NEW-
LA, Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Dorchester has been 
honoring brilliant and 
passionate women for the 
last 30 years.”

 Bob Scannell, the 
president and CEO of 

the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Dorchester, praised 
Ika for “understanding 
the importance of hav-
ing positive role models 
and resonates with the 
mission of our Clubs, 
which is to welcome and 
connect young people and 
families to opportunities 
that embrace diversi-
ty, nurture growth and 
inspire success.”

The event will mark 
its 30th anniversary this 
year. Emmy Award-win-
ning WBZ-TV news an-
chor, Lisa Hughes, will 
emcee and shine a light on 
this year’s honorees and 
their contributions. To 
learn more about NEW-
LA, visit bgcdorchester.
org/newla

Boys & Girls Clubs of Boston (BGCB), the city’s larg-
est youth-serving nonprofit organization, held its 2023 
Annual Dinner at the Omni Boston Hotel at the Seaport 
to celebrate the organization’s staff and kick off its 130th 
year in operation. Attended by more than 800 people, the 
dinner attracted the city’s most prominent corporate and 
civic leaders to raise critical funds that support the orga-
nization’s life-changing programs.

Attendees enjoyed performances from BGCB Club 
members and a star-studded speaking program, which 
featured Robert Lewis Jr., Nicholas President and CEO 
of BGCB; Michelle Wu, Mayor of Boston; and Imari Paris 
Jeffries, Executive Director of Embrace Boston. Moses 
Sibley, director of “Mattapan The Documentary, also took 
to the stage to deliver a speech to the crowd.  

Today we have a post-
card written in Octo-
ber 1906 by Florence 
Collins of 98 Centre 
Street explaining that 
she had been ill with a 
fever and cold and that 
she had been eating 
only broths and would 
like to get back to solid 
food.  The doctor even 
recommended that she 
might want to take a 
trip to Jamaica in Jan-
uary.  The recent photo 
of the house shows how 
enclosing the porches 
and applying siding 
have hidden the original 
features of the design. 

Sited just west of All-
ston Street, the house 

was built in 1896. 
Florence and her hus-

band John were both 
born in Maine and were 

married there in 1887.  
They came to the Boston 

area in the 1890s, living 
first in Quincy, then in 
Roxbury.  They bought 
the Centre Street house 
in 1898 and lived there 
until they moved to 
Tremlett Street in 1909.

The archive of these 
historical posts can be 
viewed on the blog at 
dorchesterhistorical-
society.org. The soci-
ety’s historic houses 
are closed due to the 
pandemic and building 
repairs. For now, our 
in-person programming 
has been suspended, 
and we are using Zoom 
instead.  

  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

YESTERYEAR  ARCHIVE
Dorchester Historical Society

98 Centre Street

Postcards came into their greatest era of popularity 
just after the turn of the 20th century. In the top 
photo, 98 Centre Street is shown as it looked in 
1906 with the beginning of a handwritten note at 
right. At right, a recent photo of the house. 

Nicholas President & CEO of BGCB Robert Lewis 
Jr. and Mayor Michelle Wu embrace on stage 
during BGCB’s 2023 Annual Dinner.

Co-Chairs John Capone and Grace Lee enjoy a Q&A session with BGCB members Pippa Nilson and 
Junior Cruz Martinez.  Matt Stone photos

Brothers and Mattapan Teen Center members Moses and King David Sibley 
pose with Nicholas President & CEO of BGCB Robert Lewis Jr.

Imari Paris Jeffries, 
Executive Director 
of Embrace Boston, 
addresses the crowd.

130th anniversary bash for BGCB

eternalHealth’s Ika will be chair of
BGCD’s women’s leadership event

Pooja Ika: Madam Chair 
at NEWLA event.

Rebuilding Together Boston, a non-
profit, recently teamed up with the 
builders from “This Old House” to fix 
up a home off Humphreys Street in 
Uphams Corner.

The no-cost repairs were made to 
the two-family home of 75-year-old 
Rosalind “Roz” Pendleton, who has 
lived there for 21 years. She’s a fixture 
of the community, a retired life coach 
who volunteers at the polls.

Her home, first built in 1884, needed 
upgrades inside and out, including a 
new back deck, stairs, and a backyard 
patio with lights. The “This Old House” 
crew got to work, and the experience 
takes up an episode of “Ask This Old 
House,” a companion show to the 
long-running series that focuses on 
overhauling homes across the country.

The first home of “This Old House” 
decades ago was a Victorian home by 
St. Peter’s Church. The show recently 
returned to Dorchester for its forty-sec-

ond season to fix up a three-decker a 
few blocks away, on Mt. Everett Street.

For its part, Rebuilding Together 
Boston, founded in 1991, has done 
520 renovation projects at a cost of $7 
million. Contributors, foundations, and 
corporations support the nonprofit.

– REPORTER STAFF

Uphams Corner home gets
‘This Old House’ upgrade

Rosalind “Roz” Pendleton
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Editorial Commentary

Dot voters can help fix the State House

By nnEka hall
spEcial to thE rEportEr

Like many of us, I have felt so heavy, ridden with 
guilt, and grief-stricken over the tragedy in Duxbury 
that resulted in the alleged murder of three children 
by their mother, Lindsay Clancy, who reportedly 
was suffering from postpartum psychosis.

I am the mom of four children, including three 
who are with me and one who rests in paradise. 
When everything went well, baby blues did not 
creep in. However, when my second birth resulted 
in a child being born with a congenital heart defect 
that required open heart surgery at two weeks of 
age— and my third birth ended in a 39-week still-
birth—I was introduced to postpartum depression, 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and anxiety.  

What I didn’t know at the time was that I was 
at risk of developing a Perinatal Mood or Anxiety 
Disorder (PMAD) because I had lived with major 
depression since I was nine.  Since I hadn’t been 
told that I was at risk, my postpartum period could 
be compared to a Russian roulette match where 
at any time I could have harmed myself —which I 
actually did after the stillbirth— or my children.

The birthing person’s mind and body are very 
fragile during the postpartum period due to hor-
monal shifts, genetics, life, and more. The entire 
family needs support.  It takes over 20 disciplines 
to support one postpartum body. So, how, exactly, 
do we expect women to thrive without their basic 
needs being met?  

In April of 2021, I presented a comprehensive 
postpartum care model at a special Ellen Story 
Postpartum Depression Commission meeting. A 
week later, I submitted a budget proposal that would 
have provided state funds to develop an online app 
to bring support to birthing people during the third 
trimester and before the family is discharged from 
the hospital or birth center after delivery.   

The budget line item passed but my organization 
was removed from the process. Instead, the Depart-
ment of Public Health was tasked with conducting 
“postpartum depression programs at community 
health centers in the cities of Holyoke, Lynn, 
Worcester, Fall River and Salem and the Jamaica 
Plain section of the city of Boston; provided, that 
should a community health center decline funding, 
unexpended funds shall be split equally between 
participating programs, $300,000.” I have yet to 
see these programs come to fruition. 

But what I have seen since then is more of the 
same silos instead of the realization that it will take 
all disciplines working together to fully support 
every aspect of the postpartum body.

I am re-filing the budget proposal once again to 
share my postpartum vision for the Commonwealth. 

It may or may not pass, but in the meantime, we all 
know someone who is pregnant or surviving their 
postpartum year. 

Here’s how you can support them:
•Cook a little extra food and drop it off.
•Churches and auxiliary clubs can reach out to 

me to learn more about Mother Ruth’s Kitchen and 
how we can bring one to your church/club.

•Create a community for those who have none.
•Refer them to Vital Village or a Baby Cafe 

Meeting.
•Hire a laundry service for the family.
•Check-in and listen to the birther.
Just as it takes a village to raise a child, it is this 

same village that is needed to preserve the birthing 
person’s mind and body.  Yes, any one of us could 
have been or could be Lindsay Clancy. 

As for me, I was saved by my Nana, who loved 
and supported me unconditionally. She threw me a 
lifeline even when I said I did not need one. As my 
son prepares to graduate from college and my oldest 
daughter prepares to graduate from high school, 
I realize that their successes are reflective of the 
support I received during my pregnancies and my 
postpartum periods. We can all help to preserve a 
family and save lives.

Nneka Hall, a Mattapan resident, is a maternal 
health advocate who serves on the state’s Ellen Story 
Postpartum Depression Commission. She can be 
reached at nneka@motherissupreme.org..

Duxbury story speaks to danger
that postpartum disorder poses

By Evan GEorGE
spEcial to thE rEportEr

Dorchester has been the focus of political conflict in 
Boston over the past few months. The City Council 
redistricting was mostly fought within our borders, 
and a proposal to transform a nearly empty Comfort 
Inn into affordable housing has made headlines 
for weeks. Meanwhile, we have kayakers regularly 
cruising down Morrissey Boulevard, a dysfunctional 
Red Line, and some of the highest rental prices in 
the country. 

While the city may see us divided, they share in our 
problems, and with our City Councillors distracted 
by the drama of an election year, Boston may need 
to put its hopes in the black hole of Massachusetts 
politics, the State House.

And Dorchester has a big role to play.
It’s no secret that our state representatives like 

to operate at a snail’s pace. It is the home of low 
expectations and long vacation time. In a democracy, 
politicians are held accountable by the voters. But 
at the start of each session, the House votes to put 
a bag over our heads, blinding us from how they 
operate, and allowing smooth sailing to another 
re-election. They do this by a process known as 
the rules vote.  

Every two years, the state Senate and House 
vote on their own rules (must be nice), and what 
they pass has earned Massachusetts the reputation 
as one of the least transparent legislatures in the 
country. The most secretive of these rules is the 
denial of committee vote information to the public. 
Our Legislature is in the minority of those that 
do this. This means that every bill that is sent to 

a committee, no matter how vital or important it 
is to the future of Massachusetts, can be killed in 
silence. Behind closed doors. Without a single voter 
knowing what happened.

How can Dorchester save the day? Many of us are 
represented by Rep. Daniel Hunt, who for years held 
a leadership role on the House Committee on House 
Rules, which gave him a significant say in whether 
committee votes stay hidden. Unfortunately, Hunt 
has happily played the role of bag man for the power 
brokers in the State House who like to operate under 
cover of darkness. For the past two legislative ses-
sions, he voted against public committee votes and 
other transparency reforms and hasn’t shown much 
enthusiasm for the idea of bringing Massachusetts 
democracy into the 19th century.

However, that was before he got to see what his 
constituents wanted. Last year, the people of his 
district voted in support of finally make committee 
votes public by over 80 percent. Sadly, this was a 
nonbinding ballot question (which passed over-
whelmingly across the state), and Hunt needs a 
bit more persuading. This can only come from the 
people of Dorchester.

The Senate and House will be voting on their 
new rules this month. Will they continue to keep 
the bag over our heads or will they let the light in? 
Call Rep. Dan Hunt at 617-722-2380 and make sure 
the Legislature votes to allow committee votes to 
be made public.

The writer is a Dorchester resident, volunteer with 
Act on Mass, member of Dorchester Not For Sale, and 
organizer with the Democratic Socialists of America. 

Today’s front-page report by Seth Daniel on the 
plight facing hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Hai-
tian refugees now living in the Boston area should 
compel elected leaders and policy makers to find a 
solution to an increasingly urgent problem in Boston 
and across the country. 

In December, the Biden administration announced 
that it would extend its existing Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS) for Haitians already granted legal status 
here to remain for at least an additional 18 months. 
It was the just and humane thing to do given the 
continuing political and economic instability on the 
ground in Port-au-Prince and across much of Haiti. 
The assassination of the nation’s president Jovenel 
Moise in July 2021 made matters even worse.

Thousands of Haitians who were granted entry 
to the US through our southern border in Texas are 
now living in cities like Boston and New York and 
Chicago. A large percentage of them have TPS status, 
but as Daniel reports today, they do not have autho-
rization to work here. The process of greenlighting 
their applications has been hopelessly bogged down 
by a backlog that started under the Trump regime, 
but still has not seen appreciable improvement under 
Biden’s watch. The president should take executive 
action to correct that as soon as possible.

The idea that our nation would admit thousands 
of asylum-seekers to our cities and then expect them 
to exist purely on the charity of others and their own 
survival skills without legal income is absurd. It’s 
particularly infuriating since our city and Common-
wealth are in dire need of workers to fuel our own 
economy and the tax base. 

Keeping these men and women, who are more than 
willing to join the workforce to support their own 
families and live stable lives in a new and strange 
land, in perpetual limbo is cruel. It’s also a hardship 
on local families— mainly of Haitian descent— who’ve 
taken in refugees with the idea that their hospitality 
would be temporary in nature, until the new arrivals 
can derive income and house and care for themselves. 
Many local families in Dorchester and Mattapan are 
in the precarious position of housing and feeding 
refugees without any sense of how long it will take 
for their guests to become self-sufficient. That’s a 
lot to ask for households, many of which are already 
struggling in an expensive city.

As it endeavors to catch up on the backlog of appli-
cations, the Biden administration should immediately 
create a bridge to a more permanent solution along 
these lines: Anyone who has been granted TPS status 
should automatically get a temporary work permit 
– perhaps for a duration of six months – as federal 
officials review the case for a more permanent docu-
ment. That would be welcome news to industries in 
Massachusetts, too, many of whom cannot find people 
willing to fill lower-paying jobs in manufacturing, 
hospitality, and public transit sectors. 

For those concerned about an influx of more refu-
gees, it’s important to note that the most recent TPS 
extension only applies to people who were admitted 
legally to the US prior to Nov. 6, 2022. These men 
and women are already here in our community— 
and many of them have been here for several years. 
They are our neighbors and likely will be for years 
to come. Let’s get them working, paying into the 
tax base, caring for themselves and their families 
in a humane, considerate and just manner. We hope 
President Biden will act.

– Bill Forry

Feds must find a fix
for Haitian migrants

Nneka Hall
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Commentary

To the Editor:
“It’s out of character with the neighborhood.” How 

often have you heard those words in fights over new 
building projects? And what on earth do they mean?

That was my question when I learned I’d been 
appointed to the Impact Advisory Group for the 
proposed housing development at 150 Centre Street. 
The developer is accused of violating the character of 
the neighborhood around Shawmut Station. 

“Neighborhood character” evokes tight-knit com-
munity, shared culture, and unique visual appeal. My 
street, Brent, isn’t so warm and nostalgic – it’s more 
diverse than tight-knit – but the houses are two-, 
three-, and six-families of a similar age and style. 

What about the neighborhood around Shawmut 
Station and 150 Centre? I decided to take a closer look.

Look at these buildings. They’re all within a block-
and-a half of the proposed development. If “neighbor-

hood character” means anything coherent, it’s not 
the feel of the buildings around Shawmut Station. 
If we don’t see jarring differences, it’s because we 
are used to looking at them.

What, then, is this phrase being used to mean? Few-
er people in the neighborhood? Housing for landlords 
more than tenants? Don’t change anything? What 
does the phrase mean when it’s used for development 
after development across Dorchester? 

I want to know what people who say “neighborhood 
character” are really thinking. I’m asking because I 
want to do a conscientious job on the Impact Advisory 
Group. Until I find answers, I think we should focus 
on more tangible neighborhood impacts like traffic, 
parking, and yes, affordable housing.

– Mike Prokosch
Brent Street

The perils of invoking ‘character’ 
in citing a neighborhood’s growth

Shawmut Showdown: To build or not to build

150 Centre Street, the focus of the back and forth 
between the development firm Trinity and residents 
in the neighborhood around Shawmut Station.

Centre Ave and Centre St.  Centre and Melbourne Streets  Centre and Clementine Park  Sharp Street at the Epiphany School
Mike Prokosch photos

To the Editor:
Looking more into the Trinity Project on 150 

Centre St., I can appreciate the disruption to abut-
ters during the building process. In the long run, 
however, I believe the overall results of providing 
much needed affordable housing will be beneficial in 
alleviating the housing deficit. The parking provided, 
the use of sustainable building materials, and the 

attention to energy efficiency are huge pluses. The 
exterior aesthetics will be a boost for this lackluster 
block, adding an architectural lift. 

In my opinion, this project will be a welcome asset 
to our community and will improve property values 
for this neighborhood.

Margaret Jamieson 
Waldeck Street

Shawmut project will increase home values

By GrEGory maynarD
spEcial to thE rEportEr

 After eight years on the City Council passing or-
dinances and holding hearings, a mayoral campaign 
focused on telling voters that she had plans to fix the 
problems facing Boston, and 15 months as mayor, 
Mayor Wu should have pointed out how she was 
turning her promises into reality at her first State 
of the City Address.

Instead, the bold-faced takeaway of the speech 
was that the mayor would use an executive order to 
establish a “Planning Advisory Council” that will be 
tasked with coming up with what is going to replace 
the current planning and development status quo. 

This new board amounts to a blue-ribbon commis-
sion, and its existence underlines that in the 15 months 
since Wu became mayor, no one in her administration 
has come up with a good answer to the question: What 
will replace the Boston Redevelopment Authority? 

The reason that abolishing the BRA is so difficult 
was left between the lines in the speech: Blowing up 
the development agency will not solve the problems 
that are causing the city’s housing crisis. One of the 
few concrete goals Wu laid out in the address was 
getting Boston’s population back up to 800,000 resi-
dents. Accommodating those new Bostonians would 

likely require a 20 percent increase in the number of 
housing units in the city, meaning about 55,000 new 
ones being built, which would bring Boston’s total 
number of housing units to almost 300,000. 

Wu has long pointed to the BRA as the reason for 
Boston’s housing crisis, but the agency is not an im-
pediment to construction in the city. Responsibility 
instead lies with the city’s many NIMBY — Not In 
My Backyard — residents who dominate Boston’s 
neighborhood groups, civic associations, and commu-
nity development processes. They are responsible for 
tens, or even hundreds of thousands of missing units 
in the city, and the resulting lack of supply keeps re-
lentlessly pushing up the costs of renting and buying.

The coverage of the fight to build an apartment 
building at the Shawmut T station shows how the city 
continues to miss out on adding housing units. The 
developer acquired the property in 2016 and proposed 
100 units. Over the last six years, that number has 
been lowered and it now stands at 79. Neighbors who 
oppose the project want just 27.  

The residents at Shawmut are exercising the same 
privilege that their peers have used in contesting 
hundreds of projects over the last several decades. 
In Boston and across Massachusetts, objectors are 
allowed to delay, even derail, housing developments 

that need to be built to meet the demand for housing 
that is causing our housing crisis. 

Yet, how to deal with the Shawmut neighbors and their 
peers was not addressed in Wu’s State of the City speech. 
Changing processes, renaming agencies, and moving 
staff around a reporting chart will not solve the cen-
tral issue that Boston and Massachusetts faces: Not 
enough housing has been built in the city and the 
region over the last several decades. Greater Boston 
is hundreds of thousands of housing units short, and 
the last large-scale housing developments in Boston 
were constructed by the agency that Wu is now aiming 
to dismantle: the Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
which today is known as the Boston Planning and 
Development Authority.

Until Mayor Wu is honest with the public that 
more housing needs to be built, whether or not a few 
Bostonians think that more units will not fit with 
their neighborhood’s character or that they will cast 
shadows on their yard, no amount of blue ribbon 
commissions or well-attended speeches can fix the 
housing crisis.

Gregory Maynard is a political consultant and 
former Boston resident. He is organizing the Boston 
Accountability Initiative, a new non-profit.

Wu’s plan doesn’t fix the real cause of  the housing crisis: NIMBYs

To the Editor:
The Rental Housing crisis in Dorchester is a supply 

problem that needs supply solutions.  Our elected 
officials must prioritize improving housing access 
and affordability for low-income households through 
approval of affordable housing projects and long-term 
investments in housing assistance programs. 

Housing insecurity is a problem for many of my 
friends and neighbors. My friends are being squeezed 
out of their homes. Those with deeper pockets – high-
er incomes and more wealth – can afford the $2,700 
rent for a one-bedroom, but that leaves many of us 
to fight over an insufficient pool of rental housing.

The St. Mark’s neighborhood has a severe shortage 
of affordable homes for renters. For decades, new 
affordable housing has been opposed by elected offi-
cials due to the undue influence of civic associations 
that do not represent the whole neighborhood. Con-
struction of new housing has not kept pace with the 
rise in demand. Vacancy rates, the lowest in decades, 
result in soaring rental prices. In my opinion, the 
housing affordability crisis is the result of deliberate 
choices to oppose new affordable housing and chronic 
underfunding. 

We finally have a mayor who puts affordable 

Affordable rents spur my support for Trinity project  
housing on the top of the city’s priority list. The 
Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA) is 
poised to take bold action to prevent displacement of 
Dorchester residents and provide housing for all by 
approving Trinity’s mixed-income housing project 
at 150 Centre St. 

More than 60 percent of the units in Trinity’s 
project are projected as affordable for residents at 
tiers of up to 30 percent, 60 percent, and 80 percent 
of area median income. Rental units will start at 
approximately $700 per month. The Centre Street 
location, adjacent to the Shawmut Station, is ideal 
for affordable housing.  Furthermore, Trinity’s plans 
include an all-electric building, the elimination of 

harmful CO2 emission that contribute to climate 
change and negatively impact many people’s health. 

Before Trinity’s project can secure approval, the 
BPDA would like residents to provide public in-
put by Feb. 4. We need to express support for this 
meaningful housing project by asking the BPDA to 
approve Trinity’s affordable, sustainable housing 
project at the Shawmut Station. Let your voice be 
heard about these important issues by submitting 
a comment to the Boston Planning & Development 
Agency. Please visit the BPDA’s website. Our action 
is needed today!

– Mildred McKenzie
Mather Street 
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TAX CLINICS
FREE TAX PREPARATION

WHO:
BOSTON RESIDENTS 

WHO WORKED IN 
2022 AND QUALIFY 

FINANCIALLY

WHAT:
GET YOUR  

TAXES PREPARED 
AND FILED  
FOR FREE

WHERE:
450 WASHINGTON 
ST. NEXT TO THE 

DAILY TABLE

WHY:
ENSURE THAT YOU GET 
THE EARNED INCOME 
TAX CREDIT. MONEY  
IN YOUR POCKET!

HOW: DROP BY ANY TIME THE CLINIC IS OPEN. WALK-INS WELCOME!

QUESTIONS? CALL 617-822-8182 FOR MORE INFORMATION

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG

WHEN:
MONDAYS  

4 PM – 8 PM  
TUESDAYS  
4 PM – 8 PM

SATURDAYS  
9 AM – 1 PM 

RUNS THROUGH TAX SEASON

Blue Hill Avenue planners begin a new round of public meetings

By sEth DaniEl
nEws EDitor

The Blue Hill Avenue 
Action Plan team started 
its engines on Jan. 24 with 
the first of several month-
ly meetings set by city of 
Boston officials to discuss 
transportation transfor-
mation along Blue Hill 
Avenue. The subject du 
jour was the proposal for 
center-running bus lanes 
from Mattapan Square to 
Grove Hall.

The city, the MBTA, 
and some community 
members are very much 
in favor of a center-island 
plan, but vocal residents 
and businesses along on 
the corridor have consis-
tently been skeptical or 
outright opposed to the 
concept.

Stephen Gray, a city-
hired consultant, said 
that “the city does have 
an opinion about the 
benefits of bus-priori-
ty and potentially cen-
ter-running bus lanes, 
so that is true,” but he 
also noted that “the city 
is also committed to only 
spend money on a project 
that has broad public 
support. So that means 
investment and infra-
structure improvements 
on Blue Hill Avenue will 
happen no matter what 
folks decide at the end of 
the day – center-running 
bus lanes or not. 

“The exact nature of 
the design will be deter-
mined through sustained 
engagement for those 
that live, work, and play 
along Blue Hill Avenue,” 
he said.

For all that, Gray and 
others hastened to stress 
that a $15 million federal 
grant secured for the 
project in 2021 can only 
be used for bus priori-
ty projects. “There are 
implications to different 
funding sources that are 
beyond the city’s con-
trol,” Gray said. “If bus 
priority is not a part of the 

project, then we should 
keep in mind the scale of 
what the city would need 
to raise changes if that’s 
not involved.”

Most of the meeting 
featured officials with a 
positive view of the cen-
ter-lane bus talking with 

community members 
who are not in favor.

“Drivers race up the 
bus lane when there is 
heavy traffic, then the 
bus gets stuck behind 
cars and that is what is 
happening on Mass Ave 
in Cambridge by MIT,” 
said Cheryl Spence in 
the online chat. “The 
center bus lane reminds 
me of the Green Line, 
and having people wait 
in the middle of the road 
is scary.”

Added Joseph Eubanks 
Jr.: “Cut service and 
continued gentrification. 
People are not giving up 
their cars or vehicles 
because of middle bus 
lanes. Sometimes traffic 
is backed up from Muffler 
Mart at Amory Street to 
Walnut Avenue or rather 
Franklin Park along Co-
lumbus Avenue (where 
there is a center-running 
bus lane now).”

Diane Bell said simply, 
“We don’t want this for 
our neighborhood. No.”

In response, MBTA 
officials like Andrew Mc-
Farland made the case for 
the lanes. He noted that 
20 to 50 percent of people 
now living on the cor-
ridor don’t have access 
to a vehicle. Moreover, 
he said, 12,000 riders 
get on and off the buses 
each day on Blue Hill 
Avenue south of Morton 
Street, and 5,573 riders 
do the same at Grove 
Hall. Those thousands 
of riders, he noted, now 
experience delays along 
the corridor because of 
congestion. 

That is one of the main 
reasons why the MBTA 
and the City of Boston 
are in favor favor of the 
plan, he said. “We believe 
this will speed up the 
buses and make them 
more reliable – removing 
them from traffic and 

making sure they get you 
where you need to go. 
We estimate that if the 
center-running bus lanes 
are built, they can reduce 
transit travel times sig-
nificantly on the corridor, 
meaning they can take 
as few as 15 minutes to 
travel from Mattapan 
Square to Grove Hall.”

Andre Martin,  of 
Dorchester, said young 
people in the area sup-
port the center-running 
bus lanes.

“Given the way things 
are going it is very obvi-
ous for some of us young 
folk that designing your 
city for cars is not sus-
tainable,” he said. “A 
lot of us are looking to 
live car-free and having 
more transit options in 
the future would be ben-
eficial for riders and the 
community as a whole…I 
do think getting the cen-
ter-running bus lanes is 
an absolute boon for the 
community.”

It seemed, though, that 
for every lanes supporter, 
there were two or three 
voices opposed for nu-
merous reasons.

“There aren’t many 
bikes on Blue Hill Av-
enue unless you mean 
those motorbikes that 
terrorize drivers in the 
summer,” wrote Cynthia 
Moore. “The same with 
the bike lanes on Amer-
ican Legion – a waste.”

Community leaders 
like Michael Kozu of 
Grove Hall and Louis 
Elisa of Garrison Trotter 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion are also skeptical.

To address concerns 
“in real time,” the Action 
Plan team pledged to un-
dertake several studies 
that would steer the pro-
cess so that “informed, 
data-driven decisions” 
can be made, Gray said. 

The input will include 

a post-implementation 
review of the Columbus 
Avenue center-running 
bus lane that was put 
into place in 2020; a 
housing impact study to 
investigate how to com-
bat gentrification that 
could come after signifi-
cant public investment; 
and a parking study to 
determine demand and 
solutions for problematic 
double- and triple-park-
ing situations that now 
exist.

The final commitment 
from the Action Plan 
team was a prioritiza-
tion of pedestrian safety. 
“What we’ve heard from 
folks is that it’s not just 
about the transporta-
tion service, which is 
something that needs 
to be addressed and 
improved, but it’s also 
about crumbling side-
walks and roadways and 
inappropriate timing on 
signals for crossing and 
driving,” said Gray.

That sentiment was 
seconded by Rev. Miniard 
Culpepper, who won-
dered what the process 
would look like without 
so much center-lane bus 
chatter.

“We’re focused so 
much on the bus lane,” 
he said. “If we took the 
bus lane off the table, 
how could we approach 
Blue Hill Avenue so that 
everyone would come out 
with a win? Everyone is 
just too focused on this 
bus lane.”

The next meeting will 
be on Tuesday, Feb. 
28, online at 6:30 p.m. 
However, other forms of 
outreach will continue, 
including weekly drop-in 
sessions at the Mattapan 
Square station from noon 
to 2 p.m. In the near 
term, the team said they 
would be offering similar 
drop-ins at Grove Hall.

No decision yet on 
center-lane bus idea

A rendering from a Blue Hill Avenue Action Plan team presentation last year depicts how center-lane 
buses might be positioned near the Mattapan BPL branch.  City of Boston image

A map shows four dis-
tinct segments of Blue 
Hill Avenue that are 
the focus of the Action 
Plan team’s meetings, 
which will continue next 
month on Feb. 28. 

City of Boston image
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By izzy Bryars
spEcial to thE rEportEr

Chef Kwasi Kwaa and 
restaurateur Biplaw Rai’s 
partnership project with His-
toric Boston, Comfort Kitch-
en, opened for business last 
Wednesday inside Uphams 
Corner’s historic comfort sta-
tion, bringing what they call 
“global comfort” food and a 
new community space to the 
busy neighborhood.

The small, stucco-styled 
building, which originally 
served as a streetcar rest stop 
for commuters in the early 20th 
century, has been carefully 
renovated over the last decade. 
It had been lying fallow after 
it was boarded up in 1977 and 
was in a state of decay and 
disrepair until it was acquired 
in 2015 by Historic Boston in 
a competitive bid process run 
by the city of Boston.

After an initial plan to 
convert the space into a bike 
repair-coffee shop fell through, 
Historic Boston found the right 
partner in Rai, who previously 
owned the Dudley Café in Rox-
bury’s Nubian Square.

The 940-square-foot build-
ing is owned by Historic Boston 
for “totally technical reasons,” 
according to Kathy Kottaridis, 
the executive director of the 
organization. The plan is to 
turn over control of the site to 
Kwaa and Rai after five years,

Kottaridis said, noting, “The 
whole goal in the end, eventu-
ally, is to get the building into 
their hands so they can be the 
owners of it.”

She added that at the time 
the comfort station was built 
(1912), it was really important 
to provide amenities and to 
make the city a functional, 
beautiful place. In fact, it was 
called the period of the City 
Beautiful.”

Kwaa and Rai’s menu traces 
ingredients like rice, grain, 
spices, and chicken as they 
spread through the African 
diaspora. “You can literally just 
sit here and be at a different 

part of the world instantly,” 
Kwaa said about the restau-
rant’s pop-up style dinner 
menu. 

The menu offers selections 
of food from across the world 
as part of an effort to change 
the “cheap and abundant” ex-
pectations that Kwaa and Rai 
see around “immigrant food.” 
Kwaa puts it this way: “It’s the 
same amount of effort that goes 
into a Michelin star restaurant, 
it’s the same amount that it 
takes to produce the food that 
you’re consuming in excess. 
That’s the point that we’re 
trying to make here.”

Kwaa, who has wanted to 
see change in the food industry 
since he began cooking com-
mercially, sees the Comfort 
Kitchen initiative as a chance 
to do just that. 

The first menu, offering 
items like Caribbean potato 
curry cakes and Mediterranean 
beef kafta and trout, signals the 

restaurant’s mission: fostering 
community and equity through 
food, an issue Kwaa thought 
was greatly exposed during the 
pandemic. 

“We’ve always known what 

we wanted from the food indus-
try,” he said. “Covid not only 
exposed that, but it also taught 
people to understand not just 
what was happening, but why 
things cost what they do.” 

Besides comfort food for 
and from all, Kwaa and Rai 
view Comfort Kitchen as their 
chance to bring fair wages and 
equitable treatment to every-
one involved in its operations. 

“ We  a r e  t r u l y  a 
friends-and-family business,” 
said Rai, a reference to the way 
that  he exclusively used local 
partnerships, like choosing 
Fazenda Coffee as roasters. 
On the family side, Nyako 
Perry, Rai’s spouse, has worked 
alongside them the entire way 
to the opening. 

Kwaa pointed to Marisa, a 
chef working near the kitchen 
stove: “The young woman in 
the black hat back there,” he 
said. “I worked with her in the 
first kitchen I ever worked in. 
She trained me.”

He added, “If we don’t hold 
ourselves accountable, the 
people that we fail are not just 
some strangers that we just 
met,” Kwaa said. “These are 
people that we love. These are 
people that we’re going to see 
in our daily lives. Essentially, 
we’re trying to bring some 
humanity back into the food 
business.”

The entire Comfort Kitchen 
team hopes to become employ-
ee-owned if all pans out. 

In the meantime, Kwaa said, 
they will continue doing what 
they and Comfort Station’s 
goal always set out to do. 

“Our conversations since 
2015 has always been ‘If we 
were to do it, how can we 
do it better?’ Better wages, 
better benefits, having folks 
be in a space where they feel 
not only seen and heard, but 
feel appreciated in terms of 
monetary and personal value. 
That’s where we’re at.”

The cafe/day menu is avail-
able Monday to Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and dinner 
is served from 5 p.m. to 11 
p.m. The eatery is closed on 
Sundays. Booking a table in 
advance is strongly recom-
mended. Go to comfortkitch-
enbos.com.

Secure sponsorship of our Bankers and Tradesman listings once every month now!  

Call 617-436-1222 x 14 or email AdDesk@dotnews.com for more information.

THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS!

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

102-104 Bellevue LLC  Spinola-Depina, Eloisa Depina, Joao 102-104 Bellevue St Dorchester 01/12/23 $1,700,000
Fernandes, Sonia S  Gabay, Yarom Zohar-Gabay, Yael 40-42 Rosedale St Dorchester 01/13/23 1,050,000
Anderson, Ian Anderson, Susan Oconnor John Est Hall, Maureen 19 Thelma Rd Dorchester 01/13/23 1,250,000
Phan, Hien X Lai, Tony 195 Neponset Avenue Rt Mckinnon, Richard A 195 Neponset Ave Dorchester 01/11/23 505,000
Bouchat, David Bouchat, Melissa Esposito IRT Esposito, Diane M 6-8 Arbroth St Dorchester 01/13/23 800,000
74 Carruth LLC  Condon, Sheila Dunn, Francis 74 Carruth St Dorchester 01/13/23 970,000
Nguyen, Victoria P  Staples, Ella L  27 Crossman St Mattapan 01/13/23 225,000
Hovey, Melissa J Latour, George A Martinez, Orlando Martinez, Sandra 39-41 Bishop Joe L Smith Way #9 Dorchester 01/13/23 354,000
1180 Wa Unit One Hundred  Klc Realty LLC  1180 Washington St #100 Dorchester 01/09/23 1,150,000
Sun, Fan-Keng Ke, Tiffany 45 Dorset Development LLC  45 Dorset St #5 Dorchester 01/09/23 750,000
Gray, Cori Wadsworth, Robert Robinson, Brendan Robinson, Allison 27-29 Sagamore St #4 Dorchester 01/10/23 720,000
Miller, Jonathan S Rose, Ryan W Ledin, Matthew  262-264 E Cottage St #2 Dorchester 01/12/23 685,000
Pavlich, Theodore  Daniel, Alicia F Thompson, Richard 115 Dakota St #1 Dorchester 01/13/23 345,000
Masi, Sara  66 Armandine St LLC  68 Armandine St #1 Dorchester 01/13/23 575,000
Puran, Villiscent R  Johnson Mozetta B Est Chester, Paulette R 83 Howard St Dorchester 01/13/23 650,000
Gregory 1100 Dev LLC  The Unit Methodist Chrch  1076 Dorchester Ave Dorchester 01/13/23 400,000

 Buyer  Seller  Address   Date  Price

Comfort Kitchen opens in rehabbed rest stop on Columbia Rd.

Comfort Kitchen partners, from left: Biplaw Rai, Nyako Perry, 
Kwasi Kwaa ,and Rita Ferriera inside the restaurant on Jan. 
28. “Everybody that’s in this building is actually here because 
not only did they choose to be here, they were excited about 
choosing,” Kwaa said. “That’s what’s special.” 

Comfort Kitchen, located in the restored Comfort Station on Columbia Road, was rehabilitated 
by Historic Boston Inc. and contractor MJ Mawn, who has worked with Historic Boston since 
the 1980s. Mawn said the most challenging part was installing the commercial kitchen in a 
940 square-foot space. “It was very good to see something like that open up specific to that 
neighborhood, because it really was needed,” he said. “They’re awesome. And, you know, I 
think they’re gonna roll well.”   Izzy Bryars photos
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Dorchester residents Peter Skipper and BPS Supt. 
Mary Skipper.

Dorchester residents and Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) officials Gabrielle Farrell, chief of commu-
nications, and Rochelle Nwosu, BPS chief of staff.

Gov. Maura Healey and new AG Andrea Campbell – 
along with DA Kevin Hayden – took in Mayor Wu’s 
speech, and many noted they applauded during the 
parts of the speech that discussed reforms in the 
Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA).

Matthew Snyder of Centre Court Partners; Dorchester’s Catherine O’Neill; David Raf-
tery of Centre Court Partners and Councillor Frank Baker. Centre Court and Councillor 
Baker have worked together recently to establish a life science training center for local 
youth in the group’s development on Morrissey Boulevard.

Dylan Ly, Eileen Kenner, Clifton Braithwaite, and Pastor Wayne Dailey.

The city’s newest concert and event venue, the MGM Fenway Music Hall received rave reviews from 
those in attendance. The elegant space opened last year adjacent to Fenway Park.

East Boston State Sen. Lydia Edwards with State 
Attorney General Andrea Campbell, of Mattapan.

Firefighter Matthew St. Marc of the Boston Fire Honor Guard, Boston 
Fire Union President Sam Dillon, and Vice President Leroy Heyward Jr.

Police Commissioner Michael Cox, former Mayor Kim Janey, 
and incoming Director of Tourism, Sports, and Entertain-
ment John Borders IV.  Seth Daniel photos

Jaimie McNeil, general agent for Local 26; Steve Passacantilli of Ballard Partners; Councillor 
Erin Murphy; David Mareira of Councillor Murphy’s office; and Raheem Shepard of the Car-
penter’s Union.

The 2023 State of the City was a packed affair at the 
new MGM Fenway Music Hall adjacent to Fenway 
Park on Lansdowne Street – with Mayor Michelle Wu 
delivering her first address to the city, its residents, 
and its business leaders. The wonderful new venue is 
patterned in the classic style with generous amounts 
of floor seating, side conversation space, and topped 
with two majestic balconies with assigned seating. 
The event attracted a large crowd, with lots of 
Dorchester and Mattapan energy in the room. Elect-
ed officials, neighborhood leaders, city workers and 
residents of interest all showed up in large numbers 
to hear the vision laid out by Mayor Wu.
It was the first traditional State of the City address 
since 2020, with no address in 2022 and former Mayor 
Marty Walsh delivering the 2021 speech virtually 
from the new Roxbury Branch Library.

Seen at State of the City
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State of the City 2023: Wu pitches include update
of zoning code, revamp of development operations

Secretary Walsh offers defense of 
his tenure in mayor’s office
days after a critique by Wu

By Gintautas Dumcius
manaGinG EDitor
Days after Mayor Mi-

chelle Wu used part of 
her “State of the City” 
speech to critique the 
past decade of devel-
opment in the city, her 
predecessor appeared 
to offer a defense of his 
administration’s time 
inside City Hall.

Speaking before the 
business-backed New 
England Council on Fri-
day, US Labor Secretary 
Marty Walsh devoted a 
significant portion of his 
remarks to laying out 
some of his administra-
tion’s successes during 
his years as mayor. Walsh 
assumed the mayorship 
in 2014 and in the last 
year of his second term 
left for the Biden admin-
istration.

“We approved $48 bil-
lion in new develop-
ment,” he told the crowd 
gathered at the Seaport 
Hotel for a breakfast ses-
sion. “We approved over 
50,000 units of new hous-
ing. Our city government 
earned a perfect triple 
A bond rating for seven 
consecutive years in a 
row. That’s the first time 
that’s ever happened in 
the city of Boston. We 
grew our tax base by mak-
ing historic investments 

in our neighborhoods. We 
fully renovated libraries 
in Roxbury, Dorchester, 
Roslindale, and other 
places.”

His administration was 
also able to place 2,500 
homeless people into 
permanent housing, he 
added.

“These are generation-
al investments,” Walsh 
said. “But none of what 
I just talked about could 
have happened without 
partnerships. The neigh-
borhoods, the private 
sector, the state, labor, 
the people in this room. 
So, I took what I learned 
as mayor, and all the 
lessons we learned, to 
Washington.”

The crowd of 450 peo-
ple included a number 
of the people who had 
worked for him, includ-
ing Eugene O’Flaherty, 
Kathryn Burton, and 
Joyce Linehan. Others 
from the business com-
munity also attended 
the breakfast talk, which 
was sponsored by Fidelity 
Investments. 

The New England 
Council is headed by Jim 
Brett, a former mayoral 
candidate and Walsh’s 
predecessor in repre-
senting Dorchester at the 
State House.

Walsh’s breakfast talk 

occurred days after Wu 
took the stage at the 
MGM Music Hall by 
Fenway Park and before 
a crowd of thousands laid 
out her plans to revamp 
the Boston Planning and 
Development Authority 
(BPDA), and fold parts of 
it into a new city depart-
ment. Under Walsh, the 
Boston Redevelopment 
Authority was rebranded 
as the BPDA in 2016.

In her address, Wu said 
that the agency, which 
she had pledged to “abol-
ish” while she was on the 
mayoral campaign trail, 
had its focus on “building 
buildings rather than 
community,” and that it 
“has held back the talent 
of its staff and deepened 
disparities.”

She added: “Over the 
last decade, Boston saw 
the largest building boom 
in generations: cranes in 
the sky and jobs on the 
ground. But that growth 
wasn’t harnessed for the 
benefit of all our com-
munities…Not planning 
for sustainability meant 
that as new development 
reshaped our skyline, 
public infrastructure 
continued to age: subway 
tracks and school build-
ings, pools and commu-
nity centers.”

Wu, who did not cite 

Walsh or his administra-
tion by name, pointed to 
the new energy-efficient 
Boston Arts Academy, 
across the street from 
the MGM Music Hall, 
and Chinatown’s Josiah 
Quincy Upper School, 
the new state-of-the-art 
high school as examples 
of what she is talking 
about. The latter project 
started in 2012, Wu not-
ed, three mayors and six 
superintendents ago.

In his New England 
Council speech, which did 
not mention Wu or her 
administration, Walsh 
also noted the Boston 
Arts Academy and the 
Quincy School, as well 
as the renovation of City 
Hall Plaza. 

“It’s great when I come 
home, I see that building 
going up,” he said in 
reference to the Quincy 
School.

When asked about 
Wu’s criticism after he 
spoke, Walsh said, “I 
was in D.C. so I can’t 
really comment on that 
because I didn’t see her 

speech yet.”
Wu, along with Andrea 

Campbell, a colleague 
on the city council at 
the time and now the 
state’s attorney general, 
announced their mayoral 
campaigns in Sept. 2020, 
as Walsh was readying to 
run for a third term and 
before Biden tapped him 
as his labor chief.

In his remarks, Walsh 
had praise for an array 
of public officials who 
were in the room as well 
as those who were not. 
City Councillor At-Large 
Erin Murphy, a fellow 
Dorchester resident, 
“never stops working,” 
Walsh said. “She literally 
goes to everything in the 
city of Boston.”

Walsh also had praise 
for former Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s tenure, and he 
commended Gov. Maura 
Healey for her cabinet 
picks, including labor 
chief Lauren Jones, who 
worked for Walsh’s City 
Hall in the economic de-
velopment office.

Aside from talking up 
his mayoral administra-

tion, touting some of the 
Biden administration’s 
accomplishments, and 
talking about his recent 
trip to Davos for the 
World Economic Forum, 
Walsh used the opportu-
nity to reminisce about 
his 16 years as a state 
lawmaker and his 2013 
run for mayor, before 
which he wore two hats: 
Dorchester state repre-
sentative and a top labor 
leader. 

“When I ran for mayor 
of Boston, people — some 
people in this room — ac-
tually thought I was too 
close to the unions and 
thought I’d be terrible 
for business and awful 
for the city of Boston. So, 
I want to thank you for 
that,” he said to laughter 
from the audience.

His campaign decided 
to “embrace” the labor 
label and ended up prov-
ing the media and critics 
wrong, the former mayor 
contended. “I wear my 
labor credentials as a 
badge of honor,” he said.

The arrival of the leg-
islation came days after 
Wu’s State of the City ad-
dress. Held last Wednes-
day inside the MGM Mu-
sic Hall by Fenway Park, 
the speech focused on the 
coming weeks, months, 
and years of her first 
term, and sketched out 
details of the overhaul 
of the city’s development 
process and its managing 
agency.

Later in the week Wu 
used an executive order 
to set up a planning ad-
visory council, led by Ar-
thur Jemison, the city’s 
chief of planning and 
the head of the BPDA. 
Her cabinet chiefs who 
focus on capital planning, 
transportation, climate, 
housing, and the arts will 
also be a part of the group.

Most of the BPDA staff-
ers will be moved over 
to the new planning de-
partment, but the BPDA 
board, and a number of 
staffers, will continue 
their work as Boston 
officials in reworking the 
zoning code to reduce the 
number of projects that 
need to go before city 
panels for approval.

“Over this next year, 
we’ll shift planning ef-
forts from the BPDA to 
a new City Planning and 
Design Department—to 
expand planning and 
urban design as a coor-
dinated effort that guides 

our growth,” Wu said in 
the speech. “Our vision is 
for Boston to sustainably 
reach our peak popula-
tion of 800,000 residents 
with the housing and 
schools, parks and public 
transit to support that 
growth.”

The home-rule petition 
also seeks to end “urban 
renewal,” which was 
initially set up to funnel 
federal money toward the 
redevelopment of strug-
gling cities after World 
War II. To become law, 
the petition needs the ap-
proval of the City Council 
and the Legislature, in 
addition to the mayor’s 
signature.

Rather than a focus on 
renewal, which targeted 
“blight and urban decay,” 
Wu said, the end of those 
powers means the city 
will focus on climate re-
siliency, affordability, and 
equity issues.

“Together, these chang-
es will, for the first time 
since the 1960s, restore 
planning as a central 
function of city govern-
ment,” she said.

Wu also said that in 
February, her adminis-
tration will pull together 
a steering committee, 
made up of leaders in real 
estate and communities, 
to revamp the “Article 
80” part of the zoning 
code, which dates back 
to 1996. It provides a re-
view process for projects 

ranging in size from the 
$5 billion “Dorchester 
Bay City” to the $5 
million, 24-unit condo 
building on Coffey Street 
in Neponset.

“We’ll simplify and ac-
celerate timelines so that 
good projects get shovels 
in the ground faster,” the 
mayor said. “We’ll also 
transfer compliance and 
enforcement from the 
BPDA to the Mayor’s 
Office of Housing so 
our communities can 
be confident that we’re 
always getting the full 
benefit of development 
agreements.”

The Boston Redevelop-
ment Authority has faced 
criticism almost from its 
conception by mayoral 
contenders and neigh-
borhood activists. Wu 
campaigned on “abolish-
ment” of the BRA/BPDA, 
and during her speech on 
Wednesday, she reprised 
many of her criticisms of 
the agency. “The focus on 
building buildings rather 
than community has held 
back the talent of its staff 
and deepened disparities 
in our city,” she said.

Asked about the BPDA 
changes, City Council 
President Ed Flynn said, 
“I’m looking forward to 
reading it and studying 
it.”

State Rep. Russell 
Holmes, who represents 
Mattapan, said the chang-
es make sense to him. “If 

that is what the new 
BPDA is, and it’s now 
managed by the city, and 
that’s the biggest change, 
I’m actually okay with 
that,” he said. “It seems 
like she’s grabbing back 
something she thought 
she should’ve had from 
the beginning.”

As to whether the 
Legislature will support 
the home rule petition? 
“I say let her come and 
show us the proposal,” 
he said. “The city should 
run planning.”

Moving to a system 
where projects don’t 
have to come as often 
before the city because 
things have already been 
planned out, similar to 
New York, will be a “cul-
ture shock,” Holmes said. 
“We’re used to being able 
to get engaged and stop 
projects and be very vo-
cal. Plan out the city and 
that won’t be the case.”

Former state Rep. 
Jeffrey Sanchez, who 
represented Jamaica 
Plain, Mission Hill, and 
Brookline when he was in 
the Legislature, offered 
high marks for Wu as she 
navigates her first term. 

“She said she’s going 
to take it on and she’s 
taking it on,” he said of 
the BPDA.

Wu also plans to file 
a home rule petition to 
re-institute rent control 
for Boston.

Massachusetts voters 

eliminated rent control 
in 1994, but the Wu ad-
ministration last week 
floated a “rent stabiliza-
tion” proposal that calls 
for capping the maximum 
annual rent increase to 
10 percent.

The policy includes an 
exemption for buildings 
for the first 15 years that 
they’re open, as well as 
small, owner-occupied 
buildings.

“She’s bringing to-
gether the ideas and 
engaging the city in a way 
that’s refreshing. But 
it’s going to be difficult, 
because at the end of the 
day, there’s a lot of inter-
est in it,” said Sanchez. 
“I’m a small landlord 
myself, so I’m curious to 
see how this affects the 
small landlord.” 

Rent control propo-
nents who have said the 
Wu administration’s 
proposal doesn’t go far 
enough plan to push a 
statewide bill that would 
limit rent increases to 5 
percent a year. 

Opponents of rent 
control say its return 
would wreak havoc on 
the housing market.

Holmes said he is “not 
a big fan” of rent con-
trol generally speaking. 
“Let’s see what happens 
in the city,” he said, refer-
ring to the need for the 
measure to clear the City 
Council first. “I don’t 
have a problem filing it 

if it makes sense, but I 
have yet to see what it 
is,” he said.

In a scrum with re-
porters after her speech, 
Wu said the rent control 
proposal hasn’t been 
finalized. “But it’s been 
a very thorough process 
based on Boston-specific 
market conditions, rents 
in every single neigh-
borhood, nationwide 
best practices, and what 
other places that already 
have rent stabilization in 
place, what their experi-
ence has been,” she said.

Other housing-relat-
ed highlights from her 
speech included: 

• An executive or-
der requiring that all 
new city-run construc-
tion and renovations of 
schools, municipal build-
ings and public housing 
to be “entirely fossil-fuel 
free.”

• A pledge that the 
Boston Housing Author-
ity will end fossil fuel 
use by 2030. “This will 
mean unprecedented in-
vestments to modernize 
these buildings and meet 
Gov. Healey’s ambitious 
goals for heat pump 
deployment—ensuring 
that the families with 
greatest need, benefit 
first—from healthier 
homes, and lower energy 
costs.”

Reporter news editor 
Seth Daniel contributed 
to this report. 

(Continued from page 1)

Secretary Walsh posed with well-wishers at the New England Council break-
fast.  Gintautas  Dumcius photo
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A new hotline went 
live Monday morning to 
offer free and confidential 
legal advice to patients 
seeking reproductive 
and abortion care in 
Massachusetts, including 
those who do not live in 
the state.

The Reproductive Eq-
uity Now Foundation 
launched the hotline 
with the state attorney 
general, the Women’s Bar 
Foundation, the ACLU 
of Massachusetts, and 
five big-name law firms 
offering pro-bono legal 
advice.

During a press confer-
ence in her office with 
some of Massachusetts’s 
most powerful wom-
an political leaders, At-
torney General Andrea 
Campbell promoted the 
Abortion Legal Hotline. 
Reproductive rights were 
a major part of her elec-
tion  campaign, and she 
has promised to create a 
cross-bureau reproduc-
tive justice unit in her 
office.

The hotline received 
seed money from The 
Boston Foundation and 
operations are funded by 
nonprofit Reproductive 
Equity Now, with no state 
funding going toward the 
service.

The push toward ex-
panding abortion care 
comes in the wake of the 
Supreme Court’s decision 
in Dobbs v. Jackson last 
June to overturn the 
constitutional right to an 
abortion.

“One of the results of 
the Dobbs decision has 
been misinformation 
about which services are 
legal, deception about 
where to receive health 
care services, lies intend-

ed to discourage women 
from accessing basic 
reproductive care,” US 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
said at the press confer-
ence. “With this hotline, 
Massachusetts is fighting 
back against misinfor-
mation, deception, and 
outright lies.”

After the Dobbs de-
cision, Massachusetts 
passed a law designed to 
protect providers and pa-
tients who receive abor-

tions in Massachusetts 
from criminal prosecu-
tion from extraterrito-
rial jurisdiction in other 
states.

“We have been prepar-
ing for passage of these 
draconian, anti-abortion, 
anti-science laws by en-
suring that clinicians 
in the commonwealth 
can continue to provide 
loving and compassion-
ate care, and patients 
seeking that care in Mas-
sachusetts can access it,” 
said Reproductive Equity 
Now President Rebecca 
Hart Holder. “So, here’s 
the bottom line: Today, 
abortion remains legal 
in Massachusetts and no 
anti-abortion extremists 
should be able to reach 
across our borders and 
challenge that.”

Warren said the hotline 
“ensures that both health 
care providers and pa-
tients can confidently go 
to one centralized place 
for free to learn about 
the protections afforded 
to them under the law.”

Since Texas passed 
a law banning abor-
tions past six weeks of 
pregnancy in September 
2021, people have come 
to Massachusetts seek-
ing the procedure, Hart 
Holder said. The influx of 
out-of-state patients has 
increased since the Dobbs 
decision, she noted.

“As soon as we passed 
the shield law, we started 
getting questions from 
providers: What can 
we do? How can we be 
safe? Will I get arrested? 
What’s going to happen to 
my home if I get sued? So, 
this is in response to very 
real patient and provider 
questions,” Hart Holder 
said.

When a provider or 

patient calls the hotline 
with a legal question, 
coordinators from Repro-
ductive Equity Now and 
the Women’s Bar Founda-
tion will connect callers 
with attorneys from the 
ACLU of Massachusetts, 
Foley Hoag LLP, Good-
win Procter, Goulston & 
Storrs PC, Mintz, Levin, 
Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & 
Popeo, or Ropes & Gray 
LLP.

“The hotline, of course, 
is just one step in the right 
direction to make sure 
folks know about their 
rights and have access to 
these critical health care 
services,” Campbell said.

She added that creating 
the promised reproduc-
tive justice unit in her 
office is “at the top of the 
list. One thing I believe in 
is we campaigned on a lot 
of things, and everyone 
up here would agree, and 
now it’s about delivering 
those promises to our 
voters,” she said.

Former state Attorney 
General Martha Coakley, 
speaking on behalf of the 
five firms involved in the 
hotline as co-chair of the 
state attorney general 
practice at Foley Hoag, 
said the program would 
help “level the playing 
field” for women in Mas-
sachusetts and outside 
the state “seeking fair-
ness.”

“This historic part-
nership is women sup-
porting, assisting, and 
advising women at this 
critical time for women’s 
autonomy,” she said. “It’s 
too important not to do 
right, not to do quickly 
and not to do well.”

The hotline – (833) 
309-6301 –was live as of 
7 a.m. on Monday.

DUFFY
AsPhALt shiNgLes • RubbeR RooFiNg

• coPPeR woRK • sLAte • gutteRs  
• chimNeYs

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Snowplowing / Sanding / Salting
Driveways and Parking Lots
Bobcat and Loader Services

Roof Shoveling
Fully insured  

617 825 0592

HANDY HANDS
MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES

                     Telephone: 857-800-2333 24 HOUR 24 HOUR 
VOICEMAILVOICEMAIL

Free Estimates
• Friendly Service

We aim to work within your budget
No job too small

                  WINTER SERVICES
Minor Interior Painting
Minor Plumbing
Minor Inerior Carpentry
Minor Assembly Work
Door Lock Replacement
Door Handle Replacement
Odd Jobs
Electrical Work by Referral
Minor Furniture & Household Rearrangement Assistance

Notice is hereby given by Always Open 
Towing at 18 Talbot Avenue, Dorchester, 
MA 02124 in pursuant to M.G.L. 
c.225,section 39A, that the following 
vehicles will be for sale at a private auction 
on February 9, 2023 at 8 am to satisfy the 
garage keeper’s lien for towing, storage 
and notice of sale:

2017 Ram Promaster Cargo
Vin: 3C6TRVDGXHE543342

2016 Ford Explorer
VIN: 1FM5K8DH3GGC96580
2009 Hyundai Santa Fe
VIN: 5NMSH73E29H266571
2007 Chevrolet Impala

VIN: 2G1WC58R279215728
2003 Ford Taurus

VIN: 1FAFP55273A225517

CODMAN SQUARE NDC
SENIOR ACCOUNTANT

The Senior Accountant performs a range of duties related 
to preparing/developing and analyzing financial information. 
The position manages financial staff and is responsible for 
accounts payables and receivables functions. The position also 
oversees the real estate project requisitioning process, working 
closely with internal real estate staff and external funders. Also 
responsible for developing financial policies & procedures, and 
troubleshooting around a range of issues working closely with all 
staff to insure timeliness and accuracy of financial transactions. 
Timely prepares monthly financial and analysis reports. Assists 
the Director of Administration and Finance in all accounting, 
financial and administrative duties of the NDC.

Bachelor’s degree in Accounting, Finance, or related field 
with at least 5 years progressively responsible accounting 
experience required, with 1-2 years staff management experi-
ence. Sound knowledge of GAAP. Proven experience preparing 
sophisticated financial reports with strong financial analysis and 
problem-solving skills. Excellent proficiency in and at least 5 
years’ experience working with various accounting software 
programs such as MIP, QuickBooks, etc. Knowledge of non-profit 
or real estate development accounting a plus. Demonstrated and 
solid intermediate to advanced skills and knowledge of Excel, 
and ability to develop sophisticated financial spreadsheets, as 
well as other Microsoft Office applications.

The salary range $78,000-$90,000; commensurate with 
experience and qualifications. Submit cover letter and resume 
to Vincent Lo, Director of A&F at vincent@csndc.com or send 
via U.S. mail to Vincent Lo at CSNDC, 587 Washington St, 
Dorchester, MA 02124, by 3/1/23 No calls please.

HELP WANTED

Campbell helps roll out abortion hotline

Attorney General Andrea Campbell led a press conference in her office on 
Monday to launch a hotline offering pro-bono legal advice to patients seeking 
reproductive and abortion care.  Photo courtesy AG Campbell’s office
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As the construction 
scandal unfolded in Mas-
sachusetts decades ago, 
Suarez-Orozco was 17 
years old and on his 
way to the US, fleeing 
the fascist generals of 
Argentina. “I am a man 
who constitutionally lives 
looking forward,” he said. 
“When you’re a refugee, 
you don’t want to look 
back.”

So, when he arrived 
in August 2020, from 
California, where he 
was a UCLA dean, Su-
arez-Orozco said he fo-
cused on UMass Boston’s 
potential as the city’s only 
public research universi-
ty. His time as chancellor, 
and the reconstruction on 
the campus, also overlaps 
with a construction boom 
happening on Columbia 
Point and along Mor-
rissey Boulevard.

The $5 billion “Dorches-
ter Bay City” project, with 
construction expected to 
last nearly two decades 
if it gains the necessary 
governmental approvals, 
will bring lab space to the 
area, as well as commer-
cial and residences while 
remaking the roadways. 
The former Boston Globe 
headquarters, across the 
boulevard from UMass 
Boston, is also bringing in 
biotech companies to fill 
the former newsroom and 
business and production 

venues.
Suarez-Orozco is seek-

ing to establish an ad-
ditional construction 
project to take advantage 
of the new companies 
flocking to the area: A 
human capital pipeline.

“What I would like to 
see for our students, for 
UMass Boston students,” 
he said, “is to finally have 
the opportunities for in-
ternships, for pathways 
to work that students on 
the other side of the river 
take for granted.” The 
chancellor once worked 
at Harvard University.

UMass Boston, which 

has more than 16,000 stu-
dents, is partnering with 
MassBIO, a biotech trade 
group that is opening a 
life sciences workforce 
training center inside the 
former Globe headquar-
ters. It’s part of a larger 
effort that Suarez-Orozco 
has developed. An expert 
on immigration and de-
mographic changes, he 
has given a presentation 
to companies and entities 
with white and older 
workforces that pitches 
a pipeline of diverse em-
ployees.

“Massport,” he said, 
referring to the qua-

si-public agency that 
runs Logan International 
Airport, “now has paid in-
ternships, scholarships, 
and pathways to work for 
our students. I replicated 
this now with Deloitte. I 
made a presentation on 
the changing landscape 
in the Commonwealth 
and the head of Deloitte 
Boston came to see me 
and said, ‘Let’s partner.’ 
Same model. Paid in-
ternships, mentorships, 
opportunities for work.”

The JFK Presidential 
Museum and Library, 
just around the corner on 
Columbia Point, is anoth-

er place. “Librarianship 
and museumship is a 
very white field of work,” 
he said. “They want to 
diversify the pipeline. 
They want to diversify the 
workforce. Now we have 
an arrangement with 
the library and museum. 
Same model. The idea is 
to get our students jobs.”

The only section of the 
state’s population that 
is growing is immigrant 
families of color, accord-
ing to the chancellor, and 
it comes as the search 
for talent is what he 
describes as a “fierce” 
battle. 

“What you’re seeing 
in the K-12 arena now 
coming up the pipeline is 
the most diverse cohort 
of young people in the 
history of the Common-
wealth,” he said. “At a 
time when that’s the only 
sector of the population 
that is growing, if we 
don’t connect with, if we 
don’t serve, if we don’t 
ease their transition, to 
citizenship and to the 
labor market of the 21st 
century, we are not doing 
our job.”

The focus on a diverse 
student body, and in 
particular students who 
come from immigrant 
families of color, will 
also help UMass Boston 
prepare for the expect-
ed decline in the num-
ber of college students 

in the coming decade. 
“What we’re seeing in 
the Commonwealth,” 
said Suarez-Orozco, “is 
that we’re an aging pop-
ulation, below replace-
ment in terms of new 
births and a net outflow 
of folks to other states, 
which suggests real tough 
times moving forward, 
demographically speak-
ing. Here’s the proviso, 
and here’s the optimism 
I carry: That’s true for 
all demographics except 
for the demographic we 
serve.”

Campus officials are 
also looking for out-of-
state and international 
students, in part due to 
UMass Boston tuition 
costs being less than the 
private universities that 
surround its campus. 

“That mitigates the 
constant, ever-present 
demographic concerns 
that every chancellor 
today has to worry about 
and think about, the first 
thing they wake up in the 
morning,” Suarez-Oroz-
co said.

Boston is the “cognitive 
capital” of the world, he 
added. “There will al-
ways be interest in what 
a university like UMass 
Boston is offering, partic-
ularly at our price point 
because there has been 
an arms race in higher 
education costs.”

UMass Boston chancellor looks forward,
and he very much likes what he is seeing
(Continued from page 1)

Much of the harborside campus has been a construction zone for decades, as 
school officials work to fix problems caused by shoddy workmanship from the 
1970s.  Gintautas Dumcius photo
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CALHOUN, Rev. 
Fr. Ronald, 75, of Ux-
bridge. Fr. Ron was born 
in Dorchester, one of 
four children of the late 
George W. and Glenness 
R. (Fuller) Calhoun. Fr. 
Ron leaves behind many 
friends and family mem-
bers including his long-
time companion, Rev. Fr. 
Robert A. Rochon; his 
sister, Mary F. Calhoun; 
two brothers, Walter F. 
Calhoun and his wife, 
Joanne and Gerald J. 
Calhoun and his nephew, 
Matthew Calhoun. Me-
morial contributions may 
be made to: Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, Bladder 
and Kidney Research, 10 

Brookline Place West, 
Brookline, MA 02445-
7226.

CONNOLLY, John 
F., 93, of Shrewsbury, 
formerly of Dorchester. 
Husband of Susan (Mi-
chaelson) Connolly, and 
the late Mary T. Connolly. 
Father of Terri Ferolito 
and her husband John 
of Dorchester, John S. 
Connolly and his wife 
Lorena of Hanover, Judy 
Keenan and her hus-
band Jim of Scituate, 
Bob Connolly of Quincy, 
Lorie Hanlon and her 
husband Rick of Shrews-
bury, Jennifer Osbourne 
and her husband Mark 

of Milledgeville, Georgia. 
Brother of the late Fran-
ces Gobbi. Grandfather 
of 15 grandchildren and 
15 great-grandchildren. 
US Navy veteran. Please 
consider making a dona-
tion in memory of John to 
the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute at dana-farber.
org or the Juvenile Diabe-
tes Research Foundation 
(JDRF) at jdrf.org.

CRUSE, George Ed-
ward, 92, of Dorchester. 
He was born in Poplar 
Bluff, MO on December 
22, 1930. In 1952 after his 
Military Service George 
worked as a Brick Mason 
throughout the Boston 
area. Husband of the 
late Lucilla Stevenson. 
Father of Gregory, Stacy 
Cruse- Burgess, Richard, 
Jeffrey Angela and Car-
olyn Cruse along with 
eight grandchildren and 
five great grandchildren. 

CUNNING, Ellen M. 
(Russell), 81, of Cohas-
set. Ellen was the young-
est of three daughters, to 
Bridget and Henry Rus-
sell of Dorchester. Wife 
of the late Joseph. Ellen 
was also predeceased 
by her best friends and 

sisters, Mary MacDougall 
(Dedham, MA) and Ann 
Mellyn (Osterville, MA). 
Ellen leaves behind her 
two sons, Sean Cunning 
and his wife, Christine 
of Cohasset, and Michael 
Cunning and his wife, 
Chauncy, of Cohasset; and 
five grandchildren. Please 
donate to a charity of your 
choice in Ellen Cunning’s 
name. 

DONNELLY, Paul J., 
78, of  Boston, formerly 
of Dorchester. Paul is 
survived by his wife, Ad-
elaide (Eshbach), and his 
siblings, Louise Lydon of 
Milton, and Brian Don-
nelly of Dennis, and by 
his many nieces and neph-
ews, in-laws, close friends, 
neighbors, and former 
colleagues and students. 
He was predeceased by 
his brother Lawrence P. 
Donnelly, Jr., of Milton. 
The family asks that 
memorial contributions 
be made to the Boston 
Architectural College or 
The Graduate School of 
Architecture and Urban 
Design at Washington 
University in St. Louis. 
Please indicate that gifts 
are for the Paul Donnelly 
memorial.

HAYES,  Jeanne 
M. (DeLorie), 86,  of 
Dorchester. Wife of the 

late James M. Hayes BPD. 
Mother of Maryellen Bar-
ry and her late husband 
Trooper Paul Barry of 
Franklin, Michael and his 
wife Judy Hayes of Ohio, 
Susan Hayes of Brighton, 
and James and his wife 
Lori Hayes of North Caro-
lina. Daughter of the late 
Gerald and Mary DeLorie. 
Sister of Paul and his 
wife Christine DeLorie 
of Milton, Richard and 
his wife Gisela DeLorie 
of Germany, Mary Ellen 
and her husband Dennis 
Gallagher of Florida, and 
the late William DeLorie. 
Sister-in-law of Janet 
DeLorie of Braintree. 
“Grandma” of 9. Jeanne 
is also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. Re-
tired schoolteacher for 
the Archdiocese of Boston 
for 30 years, teaching at 
St. Ambrose, St. Augus-
tine, Gate of Heaven, 
and St. Jerome Grammar 
Schools. Donations in 
Jeanne’s memory may be 
made to Friends of Camp 
Fatima EC Week, 32 
Fatima Road, Gilmanton 
Iron Works, NH, 03837, 
or to Jack’s Furrytail 
Rescues, 28 Creeks Edge 
CT, Durham, NC, 27713.

McCLOSKEY, Pat-
rick J., 91,  of Milton, 
formerly of Somerville 
and Medford. Son of 
the late Patrick J., Sr. 
and Mary T. (Morandi) 
McCloskey. Husband of 
Evelyn M. (Johnson), for 
67 years. US Air Force 
veteran. Survived by his 
five children, Patrick J., 
III (Linda) of Watervliet, 
NY, Janet M. of Milton, 
Thomas M. (Patrice) of 
Hilton Head, SC, David 
F. (Karen) of Littleton, 
and John F. of Dorches-
ter. Brother of Doro-
thy O’Keefe (Arthur) of 
N. Andover, and James 
McCloskey of Boston. 
Predeceased by his sib-
lings, Richard McCloskey 
and Jean Fabian (Rich-
ard). Also survived by 
eight grandchildren; and 

three great-grandchil-
dren, and several nieces 
and nephews. donations 
in Patrick’s memory can 
be made to the Norwell 
VNA and Hospice, 120 
Longwater Dr., Norwell, 
MA 02061. nvna.org/
charitable-fund

MCINNIS, Patricia 
A. (McPherson), 74, 
formerly of Dorchester. 
Mother to Joseph of 
Plymouth. Wife of the late 
James McInnis. Daugh-
ter of the late John and 
Ethel McPherson. Sister 
to John of Punta Gorda, 
FL, William of Abing-
ton, Robert of Ashland, 
NH, Joanne Dooley of 
Dorchester, Mary Grout 
of Middleboro, the late 
Michael McPherson, The-
resa Burnley of Amherst, 
NH, Kathleen Stern of 
Sharon, and Christine 
Donovan of Newburyport. 
Dear friend of Jean God-
frey and Wade Sinclair. 
Also survived by many 
nieces and nephews.

PRESIDENT,  Ethel 
Mae, 95. Wife of the late 
Willie President. Moth-
er to Ida Mae (Arthur) 
Sturdivant, Viola and 
the late Charles Wilson, 
Rose President, Willie 
(Beverly) President Jr., 
Ernest (Pat) President, 
Carolyn (Charles) Coo-
per, Theresa (Michael) 
President-Grannum and 
Eric (Tara) President. She 
leaves 21 grandchildren, 
18 great grandchildren, 
extended family and dear 
friends.

RICHARDSON, Di-
ane L., 69,  of Braintree, 
formerly of Dorchester. 
Daughter of the late 
Aaron and Mildred Rich-
ardson. Sister of Aar-
on “Ralph” Richardson 
and his wife, Georgia 
of Whitman, Kenneth 
Richardson and his wife, 
Audrey of Texas, Scott 
Richardson and his wife, 
Karen of N.C. and the late 
Gayle Richardson. Also 
survived by several aunts; 
uncles; nieces; nephews; 
and cousins.

SPRINGER, Rose, 
68, of Mattapan, formerly 
of Washington D.C. Wife 
of Alfred Springer. Moth-
er and beloved sister she 
also leaves a host of niec-
es, nephews, cousins, and 
treasured friends.

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN
15 Broad Street, Ste. 800

Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office for information on the cost of 
burial needs, memorial benches and memorial 
trees.
The Cemetery office is open Monday – Friday  
8:00 to 4:00, and Saturday 8:00 to noon. The 
Cemetery grounds are open year round 7:00 am 
to sunset – weather permitting.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

LEGAL NOTICES

RECENT OBITUARIES

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P0144EA

ESTATE OF:
ERNEST ALLS

DATE OF DEATH: 08/12/2022
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Adjudication of Intesta-
cy  has been filed by Vornedda Alls of Boston, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. The Petitioner 
requests that: Vornedda Alls of Boston, MA  
be appointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 02/21/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: January 24, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 2, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE and FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon St., Boston, MA 02114
617-788-8300

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR ORDER OF 

COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
Docket NO. SU03P2214AD1

ESTATE OF: HUGHBERT V. ROBINSON
DATE OF DEATH: 08/27/2003

A Petition for Order of Complete Settlement 
has been filed by Ann M. Robinson of Boston, 
MA requesting that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement including a 
determination of heirs at law  and other such 
relief as may be requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 02/28/2023.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: January 24, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 2, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU22D1311DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
NHANG THI NGUYEN

vs.
THANH VAN LA

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and re-
quired to serve upon: Carolyn Doris Baker 
Ringel, Esq., Second Step, Inc., PO Box 
600213, Newtonville, MA 02460 your 
answer, if any, on or before 03/09/2023. 
If you fail to do so, the court will proceed 
to the hearing and adjudication of this 
action. You are also required to file a 
copy of your answer, if any, in the office 
of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 19, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 2, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P0171EA

ESTATE OF:
LAWRENCE BANNIS

DATE OF DEATH: 08/23/2022
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Adjudication of Intestacy 
and  Appointment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Lawrencia Raynor 
of Randolph, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. The 
Petitioner requests that: Lawrencia Raynor 
of Randolph, MA  be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/10/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: January 27, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 2, 2023

LEGAL NOTICES

CITATION ON PETITION FOR SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE BY A PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE
Docket No. SU18P2270EA

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114 • 617-788-8300

ESTATE OF:
ROBERT LOUIS HATCHER

DATE OF DEATH: 06/28/2018
To all interested persons:

A Petition for Sale of Real Estate has 
been filed by Frances Howard of Apopka, 
FL requesting that the court authorize 
the Personal Representative to sell the 
decedent’s real estate at a private sale.

You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/02/2023.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 

deadline by which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: January 25, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 2, 2023

LEGAL NOTICE
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DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL  TODDLER 

Secure Play Area – 4000 sq. ft.

617-265-2665
email:dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

Lic. #291031

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester

7:30-5:3015 months - 6 years

W E L C W
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CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD 12&U All-Star Basketball 
Team Opens Up Season with a Win: 
At the beginning of January, Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Dorchester’s Boys 12&U 
All-Star Basketball team opened up 
league play with a thrilling 48-45 
victory over a talented squad from the 
Jordan Boys & Girls Club in Chelsea.

BGCD opened up a large lead only 
to see Chelsea cut it to three before 
time ran out. We are so proud of our 
members on an amazing win and 
cannot wait to continue cheering the 
team on for the rest of the season.
Next up for our 12&U All-Star team will 
be a game at the Billerica Boys & Girls 
Club. 

For more information on Basketball 
and other Athletics programming, 
please contact Athletics Director 
Octavius Nunes at onunes@
bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Receives Autism Community 
Impact Grant from Doug Flutie Jr. 
Foundation: Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester is pleased to announce 
we have received a grant from the 
Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism. 
This grant will help to fund Project 
BIND (Boston Inclusion Network for 
Disabilities), BGCD’s award-winning 
initiative to foster full inclusion 
programming for children of all 
abilities, including many children with 
autism, into programs organization-
wide. Project BIND is not a single 
program or activity; it is a core value 
that informs the Club’s programs, 
guides the staff, and supports youth 
and families. BGCD is focused 
on prioritizing ways to create an 
environment where every child can 
participate. Thank you so much to the 
Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism 
for your generous support of BGCD.

DID YOU KNOW: 
BGCD Dance Team to Host Outer 
Space Themed Dance Party 
Fundraiser: Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester’s Dance Team will be 
hosting an outer space themed Dance 
Party for our BGCD members on Friday, 
February 17th. 

The dance will be held from 6:00 - 
7:30pm in the Marr Clubhouse Gym 
at 35 Deer Street in Dorchester. The 
night will be full of good music, tons of 
dancing, yummy snacks, and fun for 
all.

There will be a $5 entry fee and all 
proceeds will go directly to supporting 
the BGCD Dance Team.

If your child would like to attend or for 
more information, please email Social 
Recreation Director Shannon Zarnoch 
at szarnoch@bgcdorchester.org.

BGCD 12&U All-Star Basketball Team Opens Up Season with a Win: See 
details below.

BGCD Receives Autism Community Impact Grant from Doug Flutie Jr. 
Foundation: See details below. 

                       BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER      

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcoming Wednesday at
Harbor Point
February 8

Marr-Lin Swim Team 10&U  
Invitational Meet

February 11

Outer Space Dance Party
February 17

February School Vacation
February 21 - 24

*Pre-registration required

Black History Living Museum
February 23
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WAITING IN LIMBO
Dorvilien says he has 
plenty of job opportuni-
ties here in Boston, but, 
like many of his fellow 
asylum seekers, his TPS 
status does not include 
permission to work. For 
that, he has to secure a 
special permit — called 
an Employment Authori-
zation Document (EAD).

He has now been wait-
ing for more than a year 
to get that permission.

“They had a job fair 
with Amazon here at 
IFSI and I didn’t come 
because I know they 
will ask for my legal 
documents, and I don’t 
have them,” Dorvilien 
said. “I know they had 
jobs available. I thought 
it would be much, much 
easier to get the paper-
work when I came here. 
I never thought it would 
be like this. I have hope 
it will change. I’m still 
glad I left Brazil.”

Royal Caneus, 41, tells 
a similar story. He’s a 
“guy who gets things 
done” and is ready to do 
whatever job he can find 
once he gets his paper-
work. But he worries that 
may never come.

“I did not think this 
would happen,” he said 
in noting that he arrived 
from Brazil in 2019. “I’m 
seeking refuge here from 
something very danger-
ous and in May I’m here 
four years and can’t get 
the right paperwork for 
me to work.”

For many Haitian 
migrants who arrived 
from South America 
and Mexico, they now 
find themselves stuck in 
limbo instead of the land 
of opportunity.

The problem is nation-
al in scope. Officials with 
the US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services 
(USCIS) blame the long 
wait on labor shortages, 
as well as a backlog of ap-
plications left to them by 
former President Donald 
Trump’s administration.

A spokesperson for 
USCIS told the Report-
er that “adjudicators 
evaluate each EAD ap-
plication fairly, humane-
ly, and efficiently on 
a case-by-case basis, 
and the agency remains 
committed to upholding 
America’s promise as a 
nation of welcome and 
possibility with fairness, 
integrity, and respect for 
all we serve.”

The spokesperson said 
new policies have been 
adopted under the Biden 
administration “to re-
duce both the number 
of pending cases and 
overall processing times 
the agency inherited 
from the prior adminis-
tration.”

The agency’s “backlog 
reduction goals” include 
making changes to un-
derlying procedures to 
achieve “new efficiencies 
while ensuring the integ-
rity and security of the 
immigration system,” 
the spokesperson said. 

Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley, who co-

chairs the House’s Haiti 
Caucus, is one of a num-
ber of leaders who have 
grown impatient with 
the long delays.

“I am disappointed by 
the ongoing backlog of 
TPS applications that 
has hindered so many 
of our Haitian neighbors 
from living a dignified 
and stable life,” said 
Pressley. “Undoubted-
ly, US policies regard-
ing the Haitian people 
have perpetuated an-
ti-Blackness and exac-
erbated injustice. It is 
past time to prioritize hu-
manitarian relief. I won’t 
stop fighting for a just 
immigration and foreign 
policy.”

Boston City Councillor 
Ruthzee Louijeune, who 
is Haitian-American, 
has been hearing from 
many constituents, in-
cluding Boston Haitian 
families who have been 
hosting asylum seekers 
desperate to get work 
papers. She is urging 
USCIS to simplify forms, 
hire additional staff, and 
create more avenues for 
expedited processing.

“For years, they’ve 
been sounding the clari-
on call that people ready 
to work are unable to 
work because of a lack 
of care and resources 
devoted to processing 
applications,” Louijeune 
said. “Considering that 
places like Boston are 
facing labor shortages, 
shortages historically 
addressed by new immi-
gration, it is incumbent 
upon our government to 
do much, much better, for 
the health of our econo-
my and for the well-being 
of asylees.”

IFSI Director Dr. Ger-
alde Gabeau said the or-
ganization served more 
than 8,000 people – most 
of them Haitian – last 
year. The non-profit says 
it has seen 1,220 people 
who arrived in the Bos-
ton area in just the last 

three months of 2022. 
While other services are 
granted quickly, she said, 
the work permit problem 
persists, leaving thou-
sands trapped in hotels, 
private homes, and fami-
ly shelters waiting to get 
their lives started here.

“We have people who 
applied almost a year 
ago,” she said. “We ap-
plied for their work 
permit, and they’re still 
waiting. The federal gov-
ernment told us there is 
a backlog and they are 
working on it, but we 
know we need to do bet-
ter to get those permits 
out. This is blocking 
us at so many levels 
and there’s so much we 
could have done for the 
families that we cannot 
do because they don’t 
have their work autho-
rization.”

Dr. Gabeau said most 
of the migrants could be 
helping relieve high-pro-
file labor shortages in 
hospitals, nursing homes, 
construction sites, and 
school bus transporta-
tion. Instead, they find 
themselves sitting on the 
sidelines.

“When we were mak-
ing plans with the city 
and the state to place 
families, our idea was 
we would place them, 
and do the work permit, 
they would find a job and 
very soon they would be 
on their own, so they 
don’t have to rely on us 
for a long period of time. 
All of those people here 
are very young, dynamic, 
and ready to work. There 
are jobs out there. The 
jobs are not lacking.”

Rev. Dieufort “Keke” 
Fleurissaint, a Mattapan 
pastor who helps IFSI 
assist the migrants, said 
it’s sad that after harrow-
ing and heartbreaking 
journeys, paperwork has 
become the latest obsta-
cle. He has personally 
written more than 150 
letters of support to the 
US government in an 
effort to help speed along 
the process.

“So many families find 
themselves now in this 
predicament – willing 
and able to work but not 
being able to access job 
opportunities or learn 
new skills to secure per-
manent employment,” 

he said. “They thought 
things would be much 
better. They travelled a 
long time and thought 
America would be the 
land of opportunity and 
it hasn’t been the case.”

Even more frustrating, 
the TPS and EAD avail-
able for Haitian migrants 
runs out on Friday of 
this week (Feb. 3). That 
means anyone who final-
ly gets authorization now 
will immediately have 
to renew their TPS and 
work permit. The prob-
lem is that until last week 
the federal government 
hadn’t spelled out how 
to renew.

“No one really knows 
r ight  now,”  added 
Fleurissaint, noting that 
thousands were waiting 
for clear directions that 
only became available on 
Jan. 25.

All of which is a mys-
tery to David Dorvilien, 
who fled Haiti after 
losing everything in the 
2010 earthquake and 
re-settled first in Brazil. 
His family then braved 
the much-chronicled 
passage over the sea from 
Colombia to Panama, 

and ultimately to Mexico. 
“While we were on 

the small boat, water 
started coming into the 
boat,” he said. “My wife 
was pregnant, and it 
was very scary. We had 
to take the water out 
of the boat very fast to 
keep it floating. It was 
so difficult because there 
was no anchor. They hit a 
rock, and everyone had to 
jump off the boat to save 
their lives.”

Once on shore, they 
walked 13 days through 
jungles to get to Panama. 
They then travelled by 
bus to Mexico, where 
they stalled out for six 
months and where his 
wife gave birth to their 
second child.

Dorvilien won TPS 
status in September 2021 
and immediately applied 
for his EAD, thinking it 
would only take a few 
months. In the mean-
time, he said, his wife and 
oldest child both received 
authorizations, but he 
and their one-year-old 
baby are stalled. They 
have been asked for more 
information.

“I’m not sure what 
other information I can 
provide for the baby that 
they don’t have,” he said.

Despite everything, 
Dorvilien is grateful to 
have found some form 
of refuge in Boston. “I 
was raised in a very poor 
family in Haiti and my 
dad had cardiac arrest 
and became paralyzed,” 
he recounted. “There 
was no hope for us there. 
Some days you could find 
food to eat and the next 
day there was no meal 
in sight. I didn’t want 
my children to have 
that life. I’m worried for 
them because I have no 
legal status and I hope 
things can change. It’s 
still much better for you 
to suffer than to watch 
your children suffer. I 
still have hope for this 
place.”

(Continued from page 1)

David Dorvilien recounts his story of traveling by boat, by foot, and by bus to 
get from Brazil to the United States in 2020 and 2021.  Seth Daniel photo

About 200 people gathered for the Solidarity with Haiti demonstration at John F. Kennedy Federal Building in Downtown Boston 
in Oct. 2021 to protest the inhumane treatment of Haitian immigrants at the Texas border.  Jesse Costa/WBUR photo
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DotHouse Patient Vaccine  
Clinic Hours 

Horario de la Clínica de Vacunas para  
Pacientes de DotHouse

Giờ khám vắc xin cho bệnh  
nhân DotHouse

Monday/ lunes/ Thứ 2
8:30am - 10:30am

(8:30 sáng - 10:30 sáng)

(4:00 chiều - 6:00 chiều)

Wednesday/ miercoles/ Thứ 4 
4:00pm - 6:00pm

DotHouse Health 1353 Dorchester Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02122

Only offering Moderna and Novavax 
Solo ofrece Moderna y Novavax

Chỉ cung cấp Moderna và Novavax

DotHouseHealth.org

(8:30 sáng - 2:00 chiều)
* 1st and 3rd Saturday/ 1er y 3er sábado/ Thứ Bảy thứ 1 và thứ 3

Saturday/ sabado/ Thứ 7 
8:30am - 2:00pm
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Prices exclude, doc fee, sales tax and registration. Offers only available on in-stock vehicles. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Excludes prior sales. APR offers available to qualified buyers. See dealer for details. Expires 2/28/23.

Herb Chambers Honda in Boston
720 Morrissey Boulevard
Dorchester, MA 02122
(617) 731-0100
HerbChambersHondainBoston.com

HERB CHAMBERS SERVICE CENTER
$69.95 OIL AND FILTER CHANGE
INCLUDES GENUINE HONDA OIL FILTER AND UP TO 5 QUARTS 0w-20 OIL, MULTI-POINT 
INSPECTION, BATTERY TEST AND A COMPLIMENTARY CAR WASH VOUCHER

• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
• FREE ESTIMATES

• EARLY BIRD HOURS
• STATE INSPECTION

SERVICE HOURS
MON – THUR:7 AM – 7PM, FRIDAY: 7AM – 6PM, SATURDAY: 8 AM – 5PM, SUNDAY: CLOSED

SALES:   Monday-Thursday 8:30am–8pm, Friday-Saturday 8:30am–6pm; Sunday 11am–5pm

SERVICE:   Monday -Thursday 7:00am-7:00pm, Friday 7:00am-6:00pm, Saturday 8:00am-5:00pm, Sunday: Closed

Herb Chambers

Stk# BH24104, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, 
a/c, 41,091 mi.

2019 Honda

Civic
EX

$24,498
BUY FOR

Stk# BH80337A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, 
a/c, 29,096 mi.

2021 Honda

Passport
Sport

$33,498
BUY FOR

Stk# BH80355A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, 
a/c, 6,667 mi.

2021 Honda

Accord
Sport

$31,498
BUY FOR

Stk# BH80251A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, 
a/c, 47,291 mi.

2020 Honda

Odyssey
EX-L

$33,998
BUY FOR

HERBCHAMBERS.COM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

BUY FOR MILLIONS TO LEND
REGARDLESS OF CREDIT!

RETURN YOUR AMERICAN HONDA FINANCE LEASE HERE
AND WE’LL CUT YOU A CHECK FOR THE EQUITY!

Honda in Boston’s Quality Used Cars

BUY FOR BUY FOR

BUY FOR

2012 Kia Optima LX  ..................................................... $9,898
Stk# BH80609B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 72,368 mi.
2020 Toyota Camry LE ................................................. $12,298
Stk# BH80631A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 95,823 mi.
2012 Honda CR-V LX  ................................................... $12,498
Stk# BH80547B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 127,650 mi.
2013 Hyundai Santa FE Sport  ..................................... $14,898
Stk# BH24142XX, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 89,532 mi.
2016 Dodge Journey SE  .............................................. $14,898
Stk# BH24169, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 79,941 mi.
2014 Honda Accord EX-L  ............................................ $14,898
Stk# BH80167A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 123,995 mi.
2019 Ford Fiesta SE  .................................................... $15,898
Stk# BH80636A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 27,699 mi.
2012 Lexus IS 250 Base ............................................... $16,998
Stk# BH24193, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 79,660 mi.
2017 Volkswagen Golf SportWagen SE ....................... $17,298
Stk# BH80633A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 86,668 mi.
2015 Honda Accord LX  ................................................ $17,898
Stk# BH80562C, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 58,528 mi.

2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $22,898
Stk# BH24179, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 26,959 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $22,898
Stk# BH80615A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 31,702 mi.
2019 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $22,998
Stk# BH80564A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 35,853 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $22,998
Stk# BH80512A, 4 dr., 4 4cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 49,865 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $23,498
Stk# BH80552A, 4 dr., 4 4cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 32,730 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $23,498
Stk# BH80481A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 12,340 mi.
2019 Toyota Avalon XLE  .............................................. $23,898
Stk# BH24153XX, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 94,189 mi.
2016 Mercedes-Benz E350  ......................................... $23,898
Stk# BH24148XX, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 61,647 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX ....................................................$23,998
Stk# BH80672A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 32,240 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX ....................................................$25,898
Stk# BH24175, 4 dr.,  4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 28,858 mi.

2015 Honda Accord LX  ................................................ $18,998
Stk# BH80167A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 47,398 mi.

2020 Chevrolet Trax LS  ............................................... $19,498
Stk# BH24168, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 11,858 mi.

2017 Honda CR-C EX-L  ............................................... $19,998
Stk# BH80624A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 129,240 mi.

2017 Honda Accord LX  ................................................ $20,298
Stk# BH80610A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 63,215 mi.

2020 Toyota Corolla LE  ................................................ $20,898
Stk# BH24167, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 64,832 mi.

2019 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $21,498
Stk# BH80629A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 56,298 mi.

2015 Ford F-150 XLT Super Crew  ............................... $21,498
Stk# BH24184XX, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 121,890 mi.

2015 Lexus IS 250  ....................................................... $22,498
Stk# BH80387B, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 83,218 mi.


