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No matter how you say 
it, language is the key to 
keeping traditions and 
culture alive and vibrant 
in immigrant commu-
nities. That is particu-
larly true for the three 
dominant immigrant 
groups in Dorchester 
and Mattapan who are 
working to keep their 
native languages alive 
among first-generation 
Americans.

The Vietnamese, cen-
tered in Fields Corner, 
Cape Verdeans in Up-
hams Corner and Bowdo-
in-Geneva, and Haitians 
throughout Mattapan 
and Dorchester are at a 
crossroads in their immi-
gration stories with each 
group mounting renewed 
efforts to teach kids to 
speak the languages 
of their parents and 

grandparents. Whether 
it’s through a church 
program, a specialized 
school, or even with a 
children’s storybook, 
each has found ways to 
keep the language rel-
evant.

“In terms of losing the 
language, maybe it takes 
another 40 years instead 
of another 20 years like 
happened for the Italians 
and Germans,” said Hiep 
Chu, who runs a religious 
education program at 
St. Ambrose Church 
in Fields Corner that 
doubles as a Vietnamese 
language class. “They 
didn’t have the efforts 
we have. They just told 
everyone to integrate and 
speak English and go to 
school. We integrate too, 
but we don’t forget who 
we are.”

In Mattapan’s Matta-
hunt School, a similar 

By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

About 50 high school 
students from Dorches-
ter’s Henderson Upper 
School walked out last 
Friday morning in pro-
test of what they said is 
poor use of funding, un-
fair student suspensions, 
and lackluster communi-
cation between students 
and teachers.

The students left 
school after second pe-
riod, around 10:18 a.m., 
bearing signs and a mega-
phone. They gathered 
outside where they said 
they were headed to the 
Bruce Bolling Build-
ing, the Boston Public 

Schools (BPS) headquar-
ters in Roxbury, to direct-
ly voice their concerns to 
Supt. Mary Skipper. She 
met with them, and in 
a statement afterward, 
said they were “passion-
ate” and “intelligent.”

She added: “We are 
committed to working 
with them to ensure their 
concerns are addressed 
and that they can take 
an active role in creating 
solutions. We recognize 
that increasing resources 

By GintautaS DumciuS
manaGinG eDitor

Kosciuszko Circle, named for the 
Polish hero who fought for the US 
in the American Revolution, is one 
of the region’s most despised rota-
ries, a scene of relentless turmoil 
as vehicles converge there from 
I-93, Columbia Road, Old Colony 
Avenue, and Morrissey and Day 
boulevards and try to move on 
their way in varying directions 
from inside the circle.

The developer behind the 
“Dorchester Bay City” project, 
which would bring four million 

square feet of office and research 
space to the area along with nearly 
2,000 residential units, this week 
offered up a rendering that in-
volves a potential fix long sought 
by local residents.

Dick Galvin of Accordia Partners 
said they have come up with a “sim-
ple” plan for creating a four-way 
interchange instead of a rotary, a 
concept that would also eliminate 
the Morrissey Boulevard overpass.

“I don’t want to say this is the 
idea, I just want to say there are 
ideas out there,” Galvin said at 
a public meeting focused on the 

transportation elements of the $5 
billion project. Because of the size 
of the project, which could take 15 
years to complete, city planning 
and development officials have 
held several different meetings 
on specific parts of the proposal.

Any fix for Kosciuszko Circle 
is ultimately up to city and state 
officials, who are studying the 
overall Morrissey Boulevard area 
as development booms up and 
down the corridor and climate 
change threatens Dorchester’s 
coast. A previous proposal for the 
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Bay City planners weigh K-Circle’s demise

Students at Henderson, 
Skipper meet after protest

‘Keep the language in you’
New Bostonians seek to preserve native tongues

It’s debate time
as Wu puts her
rent control plan
up for discussion

Latest plan would eliminate vexing rotary 
A rendering shows Dorchester Bay City at night with the current Kosciuszko Circle rotary replaced by 
a four-way intersection in the foreground.  Image courtesy Accordia Partners

By GintautaS DumciuS
manaGinG eDitor

Landlords would be forced to cap rent increases 
at a maximum of 10 percent in a year and tenants 
would receive new protections from evictions under 
a proposal Mayor Michelle Wu released this week.

A return of rent control in Boston must pass the 
City Council, and if Wu approves whatever version 
councillors send to her, that bill in turn must pass 
through the Legislature and gain the governor’s 
approval before it becomes law.

Wu submitted her plan to the council on Monday. 
“Modeled on successful policies in California and 
Oregon, this proposal seeks to maintain a robust 
development market on which our new housing 
production depends,” she wrote in her filing letter. 
“The maximum allowable rent increase would be set 
at the Boston Metro Consumer Price Index (CPI) + 6 
percent, but in no event could rent for a unit exceed 
10 percent in a year.”

A student at the Henderson School’s upper 
campus during a protest last Friday, Feb. 10.

Seth Daniel photo

(Continued on page 20)

Nheyseline Mentor, 5, reads from the Haitian Kreyol 
book ‘Kijan Tan an ye Jodi a?’ at the Toussaint 
L’Ouverture Academy in Mattapan. 

Seth Daniel photo
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E t h o s  C a n n a b i s 
opened on Clapp Street 
18 months ago as a medi-
cal marijuana dispensary, 
where clients must have 
a card obtained from a 
doctor and where they 
pay a lower rate. Today 
Ethos is one of several 
such dispensaries in 
Dorchester. Pure Oasis 
opened on Blue Hill 
Avenue in 2020 as the 
city’s first-ever marijua-
na retail store.

On Thursday this 
week, Ethos began of-
fering recreational mar-
ijuana for sale as well. 
For the grand opening 
as a recreational pot 
shop, the store planned 
on bringing in a live DJ 
and food trucks, with 
complementary eats for 

customers.
Blandine Jean-Paul, 

vice president of market-
ing for Ethos Cannabis, 
said the neighborhood 
is “underserved” and 
she sees her company 
as positioned to take 
advantage of increased 
foot traffic by also serving 
recreational marijuana. 

She notes that the 
South Bay shopping pla-
za is around the corner 
from her, and the Clapp 
Street store is down the 
street from Dorchester 
Brewing.

Ethos is a multi-state 
cannabis company with 
300 employees. There 
are nine stores in Penn-
sylvania, three in Mas-
sachusetts, one in Ohio, 
and three in Maryland.

Aside from Dorchester, 
Ethos’s other locations 
here are in Watertown 
and Fitchburg. Water-
town has 26 full-time 
employees. The Dorches-
ter store, which is open 
seven days a week, cur-
rently has five to six 
employees, but has plans 
to increase it to similar 
levels to Watertown. “We 
do see things are ramping 
up,” said Jean-Paul. “We 
are slowly building our 
staff.”

Jean-Paul grew up in 

Mattapan and recently 
moved to Braintree. 
While she oversees mar-
keting for all of the 
company’s 16 dispensa-
ries, she is personally 
handling the Dorchester 
store, since it’s “near and 
dear,” and close to home. 

“I believe Dorchester 
is going to be one of our 
top grossing locations 
because the community 
is underserved,” she said. 
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The BPDA will host a virtual public 
meeting on March 2 to discuss a 
proposed four-story building at 150 
Centre St., Dorchester by Trinity 
Financial. The meeting will be held via 
Zoom. See page 16 for details.
The Neponset River Watershed 
Association (NepRWA) will host a site 
visit to Tenean Beach on Sun., Feb. 19 
from 9-10:30 a.m. to observe the high 
tide’s effects along the coast. Please 
register at Neponset.org/KingTide.
Codman Square Health Center is 
offering free tax preparation clinics for 
Boston residents at 450 Washington St., 
Dorchester throughout the tax season. 
Drop by the clinic on Mondays and 
Tuesdays from 4-8p.m. or Saturdays 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Call 617-822-8182 for more 
info.
The community is invited to attend a 
special Fireside Chat event on Thurs., 
Feb. 23 from 9:30 a.m.- noon featuring 
UMass Boston Chancellor Marcelo 
Suárez-Orozco and local leaders as 
they reflect on the university’s new 10-
year strategic plan. Free. Continental 
breakfast provided. Campus Center 
Ballroom, third floor. RSVP at umb.edu/
firesidechat.

Children, parents, and caregivers are in-
vited to join the Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department for February school 
vacation week. Online registration and 
more information on all these free fami-
ly activities can be found at boston.gov/
parks.
Mayor Michelle Wu and the Boston Parks 
and Recreation Department will present 
the annual Children’s Winter Festival on 
the Boston Common Parade Ground on 
Wed., Feb. 22, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The free festival is open to all and of-
fers music, giveaways, winter activities, 
treats, and crafts. Featured attractions 
include large inflatable installations such 
as the All-Star Challenge, Everest Climb 
‘N’ Slide, and a Fun House Maze. Kids 
and their caregivers can also enjoy rides 
in the park on the Trackless Train, a ski 
lift photo booth, slap shot hockey, snow 
throw, pop-up mural activity from the 
Mayor’s Mural Crew, a LEGO build ac-
tivity with a Master Model Builder, and 
much more. Visit boston.gov/winterfest 
for more information about this fami-
ly-friendly school vacation week event.
The New England Women’s Leadership 
Awards, hosted by Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester, will be held on Mon., May 

15, 2023. NEWLA was among the first 
events of its kind in the Boston area, and 
so far has recognized 134 outstanding 
women. To learn more about NEWLA, 
visit bgcdorchester.org.
The John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum offers several 
family-oriented activities throughout 
Presidents’ Day week, including its 
signature Presidents’ Day Festival on 
Feb. 20 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. featuring 
storytelling, activities and performances, 
with actors portraying Presidents John 
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and Abraham 
Lincoln, and First Lady Abigail Adams.
The Celebrate! family performing arts 
program performance of Tales from 
African Traditions by Valerie Tutson on 
Feb. 23 at 10:30a.m. brings to life an 
assortment of myths, folktales, and 
historical accounts from the African 
continent and the African Diaspora. 
Visit jfklibrary.org/PresidentsDay for 
a detailed schedule of the Presidents’ 
Day Festival offerings. Registration is 
recommended.
Mattapan now has a free Senior Center 
open on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
Mildred Avenue Community Center, 5 
Mildred Ave, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

If you are not a member of the BCYF 
Centers in Boston you will fill out a form 
at the front desk. Regular activities are 
available in the game room, and exercise 
room with card games, refreshments, 
lunch, arts/crafts, socializing, karaoke 
and joint programs with the Mattapan 
Library. The follow is schedule of events. 
February:  Feb. 16 - Black Panther 
movie; Feb. 21 - Wakanda Forever; 
Feb.28 - Age Strong Black Heritage 
Celebration @ Melnea Cass Recreation 
Center, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. March:  
March 2 - Boston Fire Department 
Safety Presentation 10 a.m.; March 7 - 
Computer Classes begin.

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO 
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Medical pot shop 
offers marijuana at
recreational level

One dead in Dewey Street shooting— One man 
is dead and a second person is in critical condition af-
ter a Monday night shooting at a residence on Dewey 
Street in Dorchester’s Dudley Triangle, according to 
Boston Police. Officers responded to the home just af-
ter 8 p.m. Both victims were rushed to area hospitals, 
where one of them was pronounced dead. Police have 
asked anyone with information to contact detectives 
at 617-343-4470.

•••
A Roxbury teenager was ordered held without bail 

at her arraignment on Monday on charges that she 
murdered a woman and stabbed another teen in Ja-
maica Plain on Saturday.

Suffolk County prosecutors say Wilmary Mejia Ma-
tos brought a knife and two young men to confront 
Brianna Brown, 21, and a teenaged girl, not named, 
over explicit photos her boyfriend had send to the 
two victims. 

Police say Mejia stabbed both in the neck - and Brown 
in the chest - on Woodside Avenue before fleeing. Brown 
and the teen managed to get to the nearby E-13 police 
station on Washington Street, from which they were 
transported to local hospitals. Brown died, the girl is 
expected to survive.

•••
Freda Brasfield, a veteran City Hall worker and 

political operative with roots in Dorchester and Mat-
tapan, was arraigned last week on money laundering 
charges related to an alleged conspiracy to smuggle 
drugs into a state prison in Shirley, Mass. Brasfield, 
55, has most recently served Mayor Wu’s director of 
Administration and Finance. She was placed on unpaid 
leave on Friday after Boston25 News broke the story 
that she had been indicted by a Grandy Jury on Dec. 15. 

Boston firefighters were able to quickly knock down 
a fire at 21 Balfour St. in Dorchester last Friday 
morning that broke out about just before 10 o’clock. 
No injuries were reported.  BFD photo

Multiple MBTA service changes 
will go into effect in March for the 
Red Line and Mattapan trolleys as 
T workers install and test a new 
digital signal system.

During the weekends of March 
4-5 and March 25-26, shuttle buses 
will replace regular Red Line ser-
vice between Harvard and JFK/
UMass stations, making stops at 
all stations except Park Street and 
Downtown Crossing. Those who 
normally use the Red Line and 
those stops will instead connect to 
the Orange, Blue, and Green Lines 
at Haymarket and State Station.

Shuttles bound for Ashmont and 

Braintree legs of the Red Line will 
stop at Summer and Otis streets, 
while shuttles headed to Alewife 
will stop at Federal and Franklin 
streets, which are a short walk to 
the Downtown Crossing station.

Evening Mattapan service 
changes will take place from March 
6 to March 9 due to the demolition 
of a long-closed staircase at Milton 
Station. Shuttle buses will operate 
between Mattapan and Ashmont 
Stations starting at 9 p.m. each 
night. 

From March 20 to March 23, 
evening weekday Red Line trains 
between Braintree and North 

Quincy Stations will be replaced 
with shuttle buses starting each 
night at 9 o’clock, allowing MBTA 
crews to perform necessary tamp-
ing work on the tracks. 

Signage and MBTA personnel 
assistance will be present to direct 
riders to their shuttle buses and 
“transit ambassadors” will be 
available to assist riders.

Since the MBTA expects a large 
influx of customers the weekend 
of St. Patrick’s Day (March 18-19), 
there won’t be any service changes 
during that weekend.

– IZZY BRYARS

MBTA service disruptions
set for weekends in March

Inside Ethos

State Police Col. Christopher Mason, at right, with 
former governor Charlie Baker, is retiring effective 
Friday, the Healey administration announced last 
week, creating a vacancy in the superintendent’s 
job that Gov. Maura Healey will now be able to 
fill with someone from inside or outside the State 
Police ranks.
Mason’s retirement on Feb. 17 will cap a law en-
forcement career of nearly 40 years, including three 
decades at the Massachusetts State Police. Gov. 
Baker tapped Mason in November 2019 to take over 
atop the agency at a time of scandal and turmoil.

Sam Doran/SHNS File photo

State Police chief retires this week
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A bittersweet last call marks close
of the Ashmont Grill, a people place

By eD Forry
aSSociate PuBliSher

In large parts across America, 
last Sunday was a day to get 
ready for the Super Bowl that 
night, but for the Ashmont 
community, it was a day to 
grieve the loss of a long-vital 
neighborhood institution.

When first conceived and 
brought to life by well-known 
Boston chef Chris Douglass 
some 18 years ago, the Ash-
mont Grill on Talbot Avenue 
revitalized the area around its 
Peabody Square site and be-
came a catalyst for fine dining 
across Dorchester.

Backed by Douglass and some 
30 local neighbors who commit-
ted to invest their own funds to 
ensure that it would survive, 
the new “upscale” restaurant 
replaced a long-shuttered bar 
and eatery that once occupied 
the small building. And survive 
it did – until last weekend, 
when a combination of fallout 
from the pandemic and tough 
economic times finally caused 
the noble neighborly experi-
ment to fail. An online posting 
last month broke the news on 
social media:

“Don’t cry because it’s over, 
smile because it happened.  
And, wow, did it HAPPEN! Al-
most 18 years of smiles, laughs 
& friendships. Countless cock-
tails & shared meals. Dance 
parties, BBQs, Lobster Bakes 
& Wine Clubs. We’ve done it all 
& enjoyed every single second - 
and it is all thanks to you & our 
amazing crew. But now, after 

much thought & consideration 
(and lots of tears), it is time for 
us to graciously & proudly say 
goodbye to the community we 
love so much. 

“We are so grateful to have 
had you in our lives & we thank 
you for sharing yours with us. 
We never saw you as customers 
- we were always a family. Our 
last day of service will be Feb. 
12th. Please join us over the 
next few weeks to celebrate all 
the good times!”

The notice caused a surge of 
response, from both regulars 
and occasional diners. Ironical-
ly, in its final weeks, it was near 
impossible to get a reservation 
at the restaurant. 

Many turned to social media 
to express their thoughts. Ash-
mont Street’s Mike Soucy, the 
founder of a Facebook dining 
group, posted: “Well, this will 
probably be my last post of 
the Ashmont Grill. So many 
wonderful years of fun times, 
a gathering spot for those of us 

needing to meet to celebrate, 
console, or just plan the next 
neighborhood event.

Grill regular Stacey Mona-
han wrote her own tribute, a 
paean to her favorite restau-
rant. “Oh, Ashmont Grill, how 
I love you so. It might seem odd 
to say that to an entity, but as 
I think about the Grill closing 
tomorrow, and as I sit here 
wondering what I am going to 
wear there tonight for my last 
meal, it is love that I feel. 

“Over the last 18 years, the 
Grill has been a constant in 
my life. Admittedly more of a 
constant in the years before 
my kids, but it is still a place 
that I am drawn to, to mark 
life events. 

“The Grill was the place 
where I met some of my clos-
est friends, and a place where 
anyone who knows me even 
moderately well will confirm 
that I’ve made them go there 
with me! 

“Co-workers, campaign peo-

ple, childhood friends, all my 
family and any out-of-town 
guests have been dragged there 
– I mean – have experienced the 
Grill with me. 

“For years, it was the place 
to ring in the New Year, such 
fun memories!

It was the hub for helping 
a neighborhood heal when we 
suffered big losses.  It was the 
place I wanted to go to celebrate 
the lives of close, dear friends 
and my own mom, when they 
passed. 

“I’ve taken conference calls 
in the bathroom, had so many 
fun nights on the patio, cele-
brated countless birthdays, a 
wedding, enjoyed wine dinners, 
pig roasts, lobster bakes and 
Buck-A-Shuck. I’ve gone there 
for Mother’s Day with my mom, 
and then with my own kiddos, 
as a mom. 

“The Grill, and the people 
who have made the Grill so 
special (Chris, Tara, Michaela, 
Andrew, Butterfly, Terry, Mike, 
and so many more) have truly 
created such a wonderful, 
unique and cherished spot for 
me. I am forever grateful and 
will remember you with love 
and gratitude forever.”

Last Sunday evening, as 
Philadelphia fans savored a 
10-point halftime lead and 
millions swooned as Rihanna, 
newly revealed as pregnant, 
floated above a football stadium 
in Arizona, a small group of 
Ashmont Grill afficionados had 
a final burger and a last drink 
at this once-vital neighborhood 
value.

Then, for the last time, they 
turned off the lights and locked 
the doors.

Della Costello and Tom Carroll, both of Ashmont Street, and 
Len Osborne of Van Winkle Street (right), were among the 
neighbors who gathered at the Ashmont Grill last week for 
“last call.” Photo by Ed Forry

A large group of friends were pictured enjoying a final meal 
at the restaurant, which closed its doors permanently on Feb. 
12.  Photos courtesy Ashmont Grill/Facebook
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By GintautaS DumciuS
manaGinG eDitor
In 1976, South Bos-

ton’s Michael Joseph 
Donovan won a nine-way 
Democratic primary for 
the down-ballot job of 
Suffolk Superior Court 
Clerk for Civil Business. 
He was the youngest 
person ever elected to 
the position, and over the 
next forty-six years and 
eight elections, he faced 
few opponents.

But Donovan has qui-
etly retired from the job, 
which paid $164,000 in 
2022, and since January 
a fellow South Boston 
resident — their homes 
are across the street from 
each other — has stepped 
in as acting clerk.

The acting clerk, who 
is likely to run for the 
permanent job when it’s 
on the ballot next year, 
carries a familiar name 
to students of Boston 
history and politics: John 
E. Powers III.

His grandfather, a for-
mer state Senate pres-
ident and a political 
confidant of the Kennedy 
family, rose to promi-
nence in another era. 
John E. Powers the first 
beat the “Rascal King” 
James Michael Curley 
in a mayoral prelimi-
nary before losing to 
incumbent John Hynes 
in 1955 and later tangled 
with the Bulger family 

over a court job held by 
the gangster known as 
“Whitey.”

Powers ran for mayor 
again in 1959, losing to 
John F. Collins, whose 
campaign lashed him 
for what Collins called 
“power politics.”

Powers went on to 
serve as president of the 
Massachusetts Senate, 
and from 1964 to 1988, 
he was the clerk at the 
Supreme Judicial Court. 
The Globe reported in the 
1980s that he had sparred 
with his successor, Senate 
President Bill Bulger, 
also of South Boston, over 
a no-show job given to his 
brother, James “Whitey” 
Bulger, after a prison 
stint, with President 
Bulger freezing Powers’s 
pay after Powers sought 
to remove “Whitey” from 
the courthouse payroll. 
Powers died in 1998 at 
the age of 87.

His grandson, 59, is 
a newcomer to politics. 

Unlike Donovan, who 
could be seen out on the 
campaign trail, notably 
endorsing Michelle Wu 
for mayor in 2021, Pow-
ers III has kept a lower 
profile, helping friends 
with dropping campaign 
literature or holding 
signs.

“This is a new experi-
ence for me,” he told the 
Reporter after he opened 
up a campaign fundrais-
ing account with the state 
Office of Campaign and 
Political Finance, a key 
step toward running for 
public office. Donovan 
is listed as his cam-
paign chairman. Suffolk 
County includes Boston, 
Winthrop, Revere, and 
Chelsea.

Powers said he hasn’t 
made a final decision on 
running for the job, but 
added, “I’m very likely to 
do it.” He brings with him 
38 years of experience 
in and around the court 
system. He has been in 

the civil clerk’s office for 
15 years, and before that, 
he was a prosecutor in 
the Suffolk District At-
torney’s Office. On Jan. 
3, Superior Court Chief 
Justice Heidi Brieger 
swore him in as acting 
clerk.

“It’s important to have 
someone in the position 
who understands it,” he 
said, adding that the job 
is about providing access 
to the court system to 
lawyers and non-lawyers 
alike.

Powers said his grand-
father, who dropped out 
of high school to support 
his family, never went to 
college, and attended law 
school when he was in his 
60s, influenced his deci-
sion to go to law school 

“Education was im-
portant to him,” the 
grandson said. “He had 
a famous line: The thing 
about an education is 
they can never take it 
away from you.”  That 
was passed on to the third 
and last John E. Powers. 
“I’m glad he did because 
it’s been a fulfilling ca-
reer.”

Super PAC aim: 
Help Black 

candidates win
An ex-staffer to former 

Gov. Deval Patrick is 
launching a super PAC 
aimed at helping Black 
candidates gain office.

Reynolds Graves, who 

has also worked as a 
lobbyist and a director of 
government relations for 
Suffolk County Sheriff 
Steve Tompkins, has 
set up the 1866 Action 
Fund, which pledges to 
raise and spend money 
on mailers and drive-time 
radio ads once they en-
dorse a candidate. They 
plan to back candidates 
through an endorsement 
process that will include 
questionnaires. GBH 
News first reported the 
super PAC’s formation.

The super PAC, which 
can raise and spend un-
limited amounts of mon-
ey but is prohibited from 
coordinating its efforts 
with the candidates it 
supports, is named after 
the year that the Massa-
chusetts Legislature wel-
comed its first two Black 
members, Charlestown 
lawyer Edward Garri-
son Walker and Boston 
printer Charles Lewis 
Mitchell. 

Walker was a self-
taught lawyer and abo-
litionist named for the 
journalist and reformer 
William Lloyd Garri-
son, and Lewis Mitchell 
served in the Massa-
chusetts 55th Infantry 
Regiment, an all-Black 
unit. The year before 
their election, 1865, saw 
the end of the Civil War.

“This is an effort to 
strategically focus on 

electing Black candidates 
across the Common-
wealth,” Graves said. 
“This is not just going 
to be the metro Boston 
area.”

Graves, 34, interned in 
the Obama White House 
and the US Embassy in 
Cairo, and more recently 
helped Harvard professor 
Danielle Allen’s 2022 
run for governor and 
state Rep. Jon Santiago’s 
2021 campaign for mayor 
of Boston.  He runs the 
Graves Group, a public 
affairs and government 
relations company fo-
cused on clients in edu-
cation, marijuana, and 
technology sectors.

His super PAC plans 
to target seats on city 
and town councils, select 
boards, as well as school 
committees and seats in 
the State House, district 
attorney, and sheriff’s 
offices. The group does 
not expect to focus on 
executive posts, such as 
mayor or the statewide 
constitutional offices.

“As communities are 
becoming more diverse, 
it’s important to elect 
leaders who reflect the di-
versity of the community 
and the changing times,” 
Graves said.

BOSTON STATE COMMUNITY TRUST, INC.

REQUEST FOR GRANT PROPOSALS

The Boston State Community Trust, Inc. a subsidiary of the Boston State Hospital Citizens 
Advisory Committee, Inc. is requesting grant proposals from community-based organizations 
located in the neighborhoods of Roxbury, Mattapan, Dorchester, Jamaica Plain, Hyde Park, 
and Roslindale.  This funding round invites proposals in the following funding categories: 
Education & Job Training Initiatives; Youth Recreation & Social Development Initiatives; 
and Mental Health Initiatives.  A maximum of $10,000.00 per organization will be distributed 
in this funding round.

The Request for Proposals (RFP) will only be available for distribution to interested parties 
via electronic mail on Wednesday, March 1, 2023 between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm.  On March 
1st interested parties must submit an electronic mail request for a copy of the RFP. All RFP 
requests must identify the organization that is requesting the RFP. If the organization is not 
identified, the RFP will not be distributed.  NO REQUESTS WILL BE PROCESSED AFTER 
6:00 p.m. NO REQUESTS WILL BE HONORED “PRIOR” TO, OR “AFTER” MARCH 1st.  Upon 
submission of the request, an electronic version of the RFP will be forwarded to each 
respondent.  The electronic mail request must be submitted to: 
bjohnson@bevcoassociates.comcastbiz.net. 

The Boston State Community Trust reserves the right to suspend, withdraw, or amend the 
aforementioned RFP without prior notice.

A changing of the guard, and a name with deep
roots in Boston history, at Suffolk Superior Court

Mike Donovan, the longest continuously sitting 
elected official in the city of Boston, has retired 
from his post at Suffolk Superior Court. Donovan is 
seen here with Mayor Wu. Image via Mayor’s Office
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Columbia Point, Boston e  617-514-1600  e  www.jfklibrary.org 
 Children 12 and under are always free. Additional student, military, senior and EBT discounts available. General admission to the Museum is $14. Museum Hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Red Line to JFK/UMass to Shuttle

Columbia Point, Boston e  617-514-1600  e  www.jfklibrary.org 
 Children 12 and under are always free. Additional student, military, senior and EBT discounts available.  General admission to the Museum is $18. 

Red Line to JFK/UMass to Shuttle

PRESIDENTS’ DAY WEEK
at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum

12th Annual Presidents’ Day Festival 
Monday, February 20, 2023  e  11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Celebrate!  Free Family Program
Valerie Tutson –  Tales from African Traditions
Thursday, February 23, 2023 • Black History Month 
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Drawing from her own travels, the internationally known storyteller 
brings to life myths, folktales, and historical accounts from the  
African continent and the African diaspora with beauty, humor, and 
wisdom. Come explore the diverse and ancient cultures of Africa.
The Celebrate! series is appropriate for family audiences and children ages 5  
and up. In order to optimize your comfort and enjoyment, reservations are 
required for all visitors to this free program. Visit jfklibrary.org/celebrate or  
call 617-514-1644 and leave a message to make a reservation.  Children are 
seated on the floor with their caretakers. Space is available on a first-come,  
first-served basis. Children must be accompanied by an adult.  

With generous support from  
the Martin Richard Foundation  
and the Mass Cultural Council.

Special
Museum Promotion!

Visit the JFK Library on Facebook or Twitter
to find our special 

Presidents’ Week 
Buzzword  

Tell our front desk the buzzword or enter it 
when purchasing tickets online and 

Receive $2 off admission prices.
Valid February 19 - 26, 2023. Show your EBT affiliated card  

for a special discount to the Museum.

Make Your Own Sundae Bar
February 20, 2023 • 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Make-Your-Own-Sundae! Kids and adults alike can enjoy chocolate 
and vanilla ice cream with hot fudge, butterscotch sauce, whipped 
cream and a variety of toppings for $5 each. Yum!

Museum Galleries
Museum galleries highlight  
President Kennedy’s 1960 
campaign for the White House 
and feature major initiatives 
including the “Race for Space” 
and the Peace Corps, as well  

as major strides in civil rights and more. Enjoy high definition  
videos of popular speeches and interactive exhibits.

In celebration of Presidents’ Day, the Kennedy 
Library will host its twelfth annual Festival. Historic 
guests, creative activities, live musical performances 
as well as Museum tours will bring the Library to life 
in new ways for all ages. In honor of the 60th  
anniversary of the last year of the Kennedy  
administration, special activities and performances 
of Kennedy campaign songs will highlight President 
Kennedy’s time in the White House. Visit  
jfklibrary.org/PresidentsDay, for more details.

Watch Online 
You can watch the performances from 

wherever you might be.  
Videos will remain available following  

the initial broadcast.  
Visit JFKLibrary.org/PresidentsDay 

 or the Kennedy Library’s  
YouTube channel.

Attend a Free Concert
Harvard Din & Tonics perform Kennedy
campaign songs and popular music  from the 
1960s and today.

Meet and Greet Historic Guests
Actors portraying Presidents John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham 
Lincoln, and First Lady Abigail Adams will engage visitors with stories 
about their lives and times in history. 

Special Festival activities are free with paid  
admission, and children ages 17 and under are 
admitted free of charge on Festival Day. 

JFK_Pres Day 2023_Dor Rep_10x16.indd   1 2/9/23   9:47 AM
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By izzy BryarS
SPecial to the rePorter
Lasel l  Univers ity 

sprinter Ariel Foster 
had a busy time of last 
week: She received her 
third Rookie of the Week 
recognition from the 
Great Northeast Athletic 
Conference (GNAC); she 
put time in at her two 
jobs; and she bought 
herself a Tesla with plans 
on how she’ll spec it 
out: “Right now, it’s red, 
but I’m going to wrap it 
pink—like a soft pink, 
nothing too bright—and 
the interior’s white and 
will be pink and then I’m 
actually getting it tinted 
tomorrow,” she said. 

The 19-year-old first-
year runner from Fields 
Corner bought her dream 
car just two days after 
setting a new school mark 
at a Boston University 
invitational meet last 
Saturday and Sunday 
(Feb 3-4). Putting up a 
record time of 7.82s in 
the preliminary dash and 
qualifying for the finals, 
she went on to match her 
school’s previous record 
by finishing at 7.90s to 
place 8th overall. 

Foster became aware 
of her speed at a young 
age “I used to beat the 
kids in my school,” Foster 
said. “So, my teachers 
and my PE teachers used 
to be like, ‘Oh, yeah, 
you should join track.’” 

Which she did, first at 
a club and then in high 
school.

Since graduating from 
Boston Arts Academy 
and committing to track 
and field at Lasell last 
year, Foster has broken 
multiple school records 
and continues to lead 
the women’s track team 
while studying for her 
criminal justice degree, 
working at Francesca’s, 
and selling life insurance. 

Foster, who had wanted 
a Tesla since she was a 
little girl, spoke about 
her on-and- off motiva-
tion regarding track. It’s 
“just knowing what type 
of life I want to live,” she 
explained. “I have a really 

specific lifestyle I want 
to live. I do not want to 
stay in Dorchester, and 
definitely don’t want to 
stay in Massachusetts.” 

Foster also credits 
NCAA sprinter Sha’Carri 
Richardson of LSU fame 
as inspiration: “I want 
to be like her, just even 
younger.”

Another key player in 
her success to date, and 
an inspiration to get up 
for 6 a.m. practices every 
morning, is her coach, 
Ben Biello, who took over 
as Lasell’s head track and 
field and cross-country 
coach around the same 
time Foster was recruited 
last year. “If you really 
want me to be honest, 

the only thing that really 
wakes me up in the morn-
ing is Coach Ben,” Foster 
said. “Just knowing that 
he understands and he’s 
going to help me get to 
where I want to be.”

Biello spoke highly of 
Foster in return, explain-
ing how her well-rounded 
interests contribute to 
her achievements. “She 
could have gone and 
competed D1 but she 
wanted to balance more 
of a D3 career, and she’s 
still crushing it at the 
D3 level,” he said. “And 
that’s one of my favorite 
things about the sport 
of track and field: It’s all 
times and marks.”

His focus, he says, has 

been on “refining her 
technique” and helping 
rein in her tendency to 
always “raise the stakes. 
Her work ethic is one of 
the most talented things 
I’ve ever seen,” Biello 
said. “Like this morning, 
she was off campus, due 
to a family issue and 
we had breakfast this 
morning. She sent me 
the workout she com-
pleted on her own. She’s 
just very a go-getter and 
takes the initiative. So, 
it’s definitely something 
that’s great about her 
and it’s very evident in 
all aspects of her life and 
work in the sport.”

Biello says that ethic 
shows in how she contin-
uously achieves the goals 
she sets.

“She was saying she 
works a lot because she 
was determined to have 
a Tesla before she’s 20 
years old,” he said. “She’s 
focused on her goals, 
whatever they may be—
sport related or not. And 
she just achieved that 
goal the other day and 
was able to purchase it. 
We’re a program that 
prioritizes personal, ac-
ademic, career develop-
ment, and sport develop-
ment in unison.”

And even though Fos-
ter chases the four suc-
cesses that Biello speaks 
of, she appreciates track 
and field’s ability to 

constantly check her 
expectations.

“Something I like 
about it is just the fact 
that it humbles you,” 
Foster said. “You would 
think that you’re the best 
and another girl comes up 
and you’ll be in second 
place and that’s okay. 
There’s always room for 
improvement.”

Looking ahead, Biello 
is appeciative: “I’m just 
really blessed to have 
such an amazing indi-
vidual on my team, and 
she’s, you know, one of 
the key individuals I’m 
going to be building this 
program around.” 

For Foster, keeping her 
eye on the prize—and her 
Tesla—is what drives her 
forward. “Knowing what 
I want to be and what I 
want to do requires a lot 
of effort and time. Just 
knowing the truth makes 
me want to go harder.”

If you are feeling anxious about continued social isolation, winter storms that could 
keep you inside the house, unpredictable heating bills, or the idea of shoveling your 
walkway, consider a move to Compass on the Bay or Standish Village.

Residents enjoy the privacy and independence of their own apartment home nestled 
within a vibrant, supportive and friendly community. We offer each resident a tailored 
mix of wellness, support and care options to meet needs now and as they change. 

The health and safety of residents and staff are always our top priority! During these The health and safety of residents and staff are always our top priority! During these 
challenging and uncertain times, we are one of the best place to be:

 Secure & monitored environment
 Innovative, meaningful daily events, and lots of opportunities for fitness, 
        recreation, socializing and entertainment 
 Restaurant style-dining that adheres to physical distancing guidelines
 Weekly housekeeping, an option for personal laundry and NO SHOVELING!

Make the move to Compass on the Bay or Standish Village today! Make the move to Compass on the Bay or Standish Village today! 
Our lively community can be the perfect cure for the winter blues.

Call or text to schedule a tour!

MEMORY SUPPORT ASSISTED LIVING
1380 Columbia Road, Boston MA  |  617.268.5450  |  CompassOnTheBay.com

ASSISTED LIVING & COMPASS MEMORY SUPPORT
1190 Adams Street, Boston MA  |  617.298.5656  |  StandishVillage.com

Take the Worry out of Winter

Talent, work, and expectations energize
Lasell sprinter Foster’s approach to life

Ariel Foster competing in Springfield College’s season opener in December. 
Riley Silva photo

Ariel Foster
New Tesla owner
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By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

When it comes to City 
League indoor track and 
field, TechBoston Acad-
emy in Dorchester isn’t 
among the usual names 
at the top of the leader-
board. But last Tuesday 
(Feb. 9), the boys’ team 
turned heads when they 
took second place in the 
ultra-competitive City 
Championship Meet at 
the Reggie Lewis Track 
and Field Center.

It was even more im-
pressive for the fact that 
over the last few years, 
the Bears have built up to 
that second-place finish 
without having a track 
to practice on.

“We’re scrappy,” said 
Coach Scott Muhlstein. 
“We practice in the hall-
ways. We run the hall-
ways, the stairs – we find 
space in the library or 
the cafeteria. We practice 
pretty much anywhere we 
can find space. They have 
to open doors and avoid 
getting knocked over by 
custodians.

“We really try to keep 
our consistency and pos-
itivity and really try to 
make the best of our 
circumstances,” he add-
ed. “So many of the kids 
are used to doing that in 
their lives.”

While other city teams, 
and their better resourced 

suburban counterparts, 
use posh indoor track 
facilities, the TechBoston 
team has done quite well 
in its makeshift facilities 
at the former Dorchester 
High building. In fact, the 
athletes have prospered 
in those practice condi-
tions, which certainly 
haven’t hurt their state 
qualifying 4 x 200-meter 
relay team.

“For each leg, they run 
from the first floor up 
the stairs, around the 
hallway and down the 
stairs and make space 
to simulate an exchange 
zone on the first floor,” 
he said. “They qualified 
for state.”

That 4 x 200 team was 
a shining light for the 

team at last week’s com-
petition, taking second 
place and qualifying for 
this Thursday’s (Feb. 
16) State Meet, also at 
Reggie Lewis, and picking 
up a South Division Con-
ference Championship. 
The relay team is made 
up of senior co-captains 
Kenyon Colbert and Wod 
Magloire, as well as Pe-
terson Petit and Jean 
Bernard.

The star of the team is 
Colbert, who surprised 
everyone by taking first 
place in the 300-meter 
run and the long jump. He 
has qualified for the state 
meet in those events, too, 
as has Petit in the 55-me-
ter dash.

“It’s kind of fun to 

be the underdog,” said 
Colbert, referencing the 
surprise to perennial 
track powerhouses like 
John D. O’Bryant High 
School and Boston Latin 
Academy. “People feel 
like we came out of no-
where.”

Colbert has participat-
ed in track all four years 
and came to the team 
because he was tired of 
basketball whose team 
practiced at the same 
time. He wandered into 
a track team practice 
session one day and never 
looked back. His success 
this year has all to do with 
changing up his events.

“I ran more longer 
events like the 600 meter 
and the 4 x 400-meter re-

lay and the 4 x 200-meter 
relay,” he said. “Earlier 
this year, I was at a meet 
and joined the 300-meter 
race and ended up getting 
first. It felt good so we 
decided to stick with it.”

Colbert and Magloire 
do their best to lead a 
young team, and both 
said they were going to 
be proud no matter what 
place they ended up – with 
Magloire giving all the 
credit to Colbert for his 
leadership.

Junior Jaquin ‘JQ’ 
Fahnbulleh said that even 
though his main sport is 
football, he has come to 
love competing with the 
TechBoston track team.

“We have a really, really 
great squad,” he said. 
“We love to push each 
other and that makes us 
a better team. We have 
so many kids that shave 
down their times. Even 
on weekends we’re work-
ing. We’ve done every-
thing we’re supposed to 
do to be in this position.”

On the girls’ side, 
Muhlstein said the girls 
are making great prog-
ress as well – finishing 
5th of 10 teams at the 
City Championships – 
under the leadership of 
Captain Bianca Tropnas. 
The 4 x 400-meter relay 
team took third place, 
with Tropnas, Stacy Jean, 
Bedjina Blanc and Maeva 

Dorelien running the 
four legs.

He said that sophomore 
Claudean Hawthorne has 
shown great promise in 
the 55-meter dash, qual-
ifying for the finals at the 
city meet.

The coach noted that 
the boys and girls have 
improved every year in 
the classroom and on 
the track. Now, all that 
hard work is paying off 
in medals.

“Each year we’ve got-
ten stronger, and we’ve 
continued to build the 
program,” he said. “Our 
numbers have been 
growing every year as 
a team and that’s defi-
nitely building a culture 
around track. Over the 
years we’ve had a lot of 
individual successes, but 
this was the first time we 
really got it together as a 
team.”

Muhlstein is in his fifth 
year as head coach.His 
assistants include Jalissa 
Ross, Chrissy Fernandes, 
Fatima Sidibe, and Joe 
Anderson.

JHANEV ALLEN BUTLER , PSY.D.
Behavioral Health

Psychotherapy, Immigrant 
Mental Health, Women & 
Children, Neurodivergent 
Developmental Disorders

JENNIFER KIM HSIAO-FANG-YEN, OD
Optometry

Eye and Vision Care, 
Ocular Disease, 

Community Health

LESLI WARREN, CNM
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Midwifery, Maternal Health, 
Family Planning, Holistic Women’s 

Health, Postpartum Depression, 
Substance Use Disorder

CARE THAT  
UNDERSTANDS YOU
Our providers are highly qualified, offering an array of  
specialities — and languages — to meet your unique needs. 
Come see why Harvard Street is the smart choice for you and 
your family… Make your appointment today! 

Meet Harvard Street’s newest physicians! 

617-825-3400 
www.harvardstreet.org

632 Blue Hill Avenue 
Dorchester, MA 02121

NOW ACCEPTING  

NEW PATIENTS!

CALL (617) 825-3400

A good life,
  built by hand.

Train for a career in the trades  |  NBSS.EDU/PROGRAMS

NBSS_Dor-Mat Reporters_1-8 page_230113.indd   1NBSS_Dor-Mat Reporters_1-8 page_230113.indd   1 1/13/23   3:08 PM1/13/23   3:08 PM

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/10/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal 
and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC 
insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the 
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs 
sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Marie O'Riordan Kelly, AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

138 Franklin Street 
Quincy, MA 02169 
617-639-0327

6-month 9-month

4.60 4.70
1-year

4.75

No Track, No Problem
TechBoston Academy runners relish underdog role

Stacy Jean, Bedjina Blanc, Bianca Tropnas, and Maeva Dorelien make up the 
girls’ 4 x 400-meter relay team that took third at the City Championships.

Photos courtesy TechBoston Academy track

Senior Captain Kenyon 
Colbert qualified for 
the state track meet this 
week in three events.
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battle is being fought 
to preserve and encour-
age the Haitian Kreyol 
language through the 
Toussaint L’Ouverture 
Academy – the first 
dual language Haitian 
Kreyol-English school in 
the country.

Said Judith Mathieu, 
a teacher: “I honestly 
think when a language 
dies, it means part of you 
is gone. Part of your iden-
tity is in the language and 
without that language 
you’re losing part of your 
culture. That is very sad. 
One way we can make 
sure it keeps going is hav-
ing a program like this at 
school with teachers that 
speak the language that 
are Haitian.”

The latest demograph-
ic information released 
by the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency 
(BPDA) speaks to the 
mounting existential 
challenges facing all 
three ethnic groups. 
While each saw popula-
tion growth in Boston, 
those speaking the native 
languages in Dorchester 
had declined from previ-
ous years.

In 2023, Dorchester 
had an official population 
of 124,865 residents and 
Mattapan had 26,938 
residents, an increase 
from 2016. Those speak-
ing Haitian Kreyol in 
Dorchester were 9,364 
(7.9 percent), and in Mat-
tapan 4,116 (16.4 per-
cent). That was a decline 
from 2016 when there 
were 10,941 speakers in 
Dorchester (9.5 percent) 
and 4,389 speakers in 
Mattapan (19.1 percent). 
For the Vietnamese in 
Dorchester, in 2023 there 
were 7,095 speakers (6 
percent) as compared 
to 9,280 speakers (8.1 
percent) in 2016.

The city stopped keep-
ing track of the Cape 
Verdean Criolo language 
in 2017. However, in 
2016 there were 4,351 
speakers (3.8 percent) 
in Dorchester, and a year 
later there were 4,045 
(3.5 percent). The city 
reported no numbers 
after that.

The First Book: 
‘Tiagu Y Vovo’

Dorchester’s Djofa Ta-
vares grew up in a tight-
knit Cape Verdean family 
where everyone on her 
street was Cape Verdean 
and the adults did their 
best to speak Criolo. 

“For me the language 
was just a thing I did,” she 
said. “As I got older and 
had children, I wanted 
them to understand and 
speak Criolo. I had left, 
but we went back to the 
same neighborhood be-
cause I wanted my kids 
to have the upbringing 
with the Criolo language. 
They all speak it now.”

But that it isn’t the case 
for many from the island, 
where two groups immi-
grated to the Boston area 
in distinct waves. Those 
who arrived before 1975 
carried a Portuguese 
passport. After Cape 

Verde won its indepen-
dence in 1975, emigrants 
carried a Cape Verdean 
passport along with a 
certain pride. 

A teacher at the Russell 
School in Dorchester, 
Tavares said she started 
to see the language slip in 
both groups. Many adults 
that grew up speaking 
Criolo had begun to 
lose it.

 “As we talk about the 
future – the children 
– it’s going to be more 
difficult,” she said. “As 
a teacher in this neigh-
borhood, I see a lot of my 
students that can’t speak 
to their grandparents. 
That’s sad. Right now, 
there’s a movement to 
keep the language alive…
There are folks that have 
been here four genera-
tions and are now real-
izing the mistake of not 
keeping the language.”

Tavares collaborated 
with relatives to create 
what is believed to be the 
first children’s book in 
Criolo and English, called 
“Tiagu Y Vovo.” The book 
is all about a boy from 
Cape Verde who comes to 
live with his grandfather 
in the United States. In 
preparation for school, 
his grandfather teaches 
him English, but also 
instills in him the impor-
tance of not forgetting 
Criolo.

Tavares and State Rep. 
Chris Worrell have been 
on an informal tour 
around Dorchester and 
Roxbury in recent weeks 
to give the book to stu-
dents. At the Conserva-
tory Lab Charter School 
on Columbia Road on 
Feb. 2, their appearance  
was a hit with Criolo and 
non-Criolo speakers.

Worrell said he felt it 
was important to high-
light someone in his 
district trying to preserve 
a vibrant neighborhood 
culture. “Being from an 
immigrant family, I know 
what it’s like growing 
up in a household with 
multiple dialects,” he 
said. “Your language ties 
you to your culture and 
your culture is something 
to cherish…That’s why 
spreading this book to 
our Black and Brown 

youth is so important so 
that our young people 
know and appreciate 
their roots.”

In her spare time, Ta-
vares also teaches Criolo 
classes to adults who nev-
er got the chance to learn 
the language – a sensitive 
topic in the community; 
in some cases non-speak-
ers can be ostracized by 
those who speak Criolo.

“I had one lady in her 
mid-70s that learned 
from me and said it was 
the first time in her life 
she felt like a real Cape 
Verdean,” said Tavares.

‘I Don’t Want to be 
Whitewashed; 

I want to be Asian’
Every Sunday after-

noon, nearly 300 Viet-
namese youth gather 
in the basement of St. 
Ambrose Church for re-
ligious education classes. 
At the same time, adults 
use the opportunity to 
fold in Vietnamese lan-
guage instruction.

Hiep Chu and his wife, 
Nhung Nguyen, run the 
program with about 34 
other volunteers, all bi-
lingual speakers of both 
Vietnamese and English, 
known as the “bridge 
generation.”

Said Nguyen: “It is 
very difficult to teach the 
language in a family. For 
the first kids, it’s easy. 
The parents speak it to 

them, and they speak to 
the parents while learn-
ing English in school. 
The second child is much 
different because they 
have another person in 
the home to speak En-
glish to. In the beginning, 
we might force it a little 
to help things along. 
Language is a part of the 
culture. If we can show 
them it’s important, that 
helps. Kids are curious 
and want to know what 
the adults are saying in 
Vietnamese.” 

While there are other 
language classes avail-
able in the Vietnamese 
community, St. Ambrose 
holds a special corner 
of the market as it is 
the largest Vietnamese 
church in the Boston 
area – with about 2,000 
members and packed 
Masses in Vietnamese 
and English every week. 

“For us teaching you, 
the object isn’t to make 
you speak perfectly, but 
to keep the language in 
you,” Chu told a class 
of 8th graders during a 
recent Sunday class. “We 
know it’s a losing battle, 
but we want to prolong 
the language as long as 
we can.”

The mood among stu-
dents in the class runs 
from ambivalent to en-
thusiastic. Most say they 
want to be able to commu-
nicate with their parents 
or their grandparents, 
who in many cases live 
in the same multi-gener-
ational home with them.

Vincent Nguyen said 
he wants to learn the lan-
guage because he doesn’t 
want to lose his identity. 
“I just don’t want to be 
whitewashed,” he said. “I 
want to be Asian. People 
ask me if I’m Vietnamese 
and then they ask me if I 
can speak it. I don’t want 
to look dumb. I really 
want to learn my culture 
and not just be part of 
someone else’s culture, 
not knowing my own.”

Added Averlyn Truong, 
who wants to speak 
Vietnamese fluently: 
“There’s a lot of pres-
sure on kids who don’t 
speak Vietnamese. It 
can be frustrating that 
I don’t know my own 
language. It can make 
you feel like you don’t 
care about the Vietnam-
ese people and only care 
about America. A lot of 
the older generation is 
sad and disappointed 
by this. They’re hoping 
that our generation will 
speak more Vietnamese 
and not less.”

It’s Okay to Speak 
Kreyol

In the middle of a thick 
wooded area in Matta-
pan, the sounds of Hai-
tian Kreyol can be heard 
echoing out the windows 
of the of the Toussaint 
L’Ouverture Academy 
at the Mattahunt School, 
the first Kreyol-English 
school in America, where 
about 70 students in 
grades K1-4 are part of 
the academy’s program.

It is a critical point 
on the map in Boston 
for retaining the Kreyol 
language, says Priscilla 
Joseph, a K-2 teacher 
and founding member 
of the school. “In my 
household growing up in 
Boston I was that kid in 
the beginning that was 
like, ‘I don’t do the Kreyol 
thing. Back in the day a 
lot of kids were like that. 
My mom was told to only 
speak English with us.”

She said it wasn’t 
“cool” to be Haitian at the 
time, but as she got older, 
things changed in how 
people viewed Haitian 
culture – and she found 
that others like her now 
wanted to speak Kreyol. 
That’s when the revival 
happened for them.

K-1 teacher Rose 
Bourdeau said new ar-
rivals from Haiti in the 
1980s downplayed their 
Haitian identity, in some 
cases because of the erro-
neous stigma attached to 
Haiti in the early years of 
the AIDS epidemic.

“Everyone wanted to 
speak English to blend in 
as an African American 
and not be identified as 
Haitian by the Kreyol,” 
she said.

Although it is univer-
sally spoken in Haiti, 
elites who control the 
country’s affairs have 
often cast Kreyol as in-
ferior to French, Haiti’s 
colonial language. Part of 
the mission of the school 
is to convince parents 
that Kreyol is okay, and 
even an advantage in the 
United States.

Joelle Gamere, assis-
tant principal for the 
Academy, said she grew 
up learning the language, 
but wasn’t going around 
waving the Haitian flag. 

“Haitian Kreyol was 
an opportunity for me to 
work for BPS,” she said. 
“It’s only because I spoke 
Haitian Kreyol that got 
me this job. The language 
opened many doors for 
me…It’s a mindset for 
folks when they come 
here, they think they 
have to assimilate and 
do everything like in the 
US and in English…But 
leaving their language 
behind could cause them 
to miss opportunities like 
I had.”

For her part, Priscilla 
Joseph, who is 38, said 
her generation missed 
out on learning their 
language, but they are 
using the Academy to 
right that wrong. “A lot 
of friends my age don’t 
know Kreyol, but they 
want their children to 
learn it and they end 
up learning it together,” 
she said.

Back in the basement 
of St. Ambrose Church, 
it’s an 8th grader’s un-
derstanding that sums it 
up for all three languages 
and all three efforts.

“I think the language 
is very important,” said 
Averlyn Truong. “We 
can’t just speak only 
English. We’re our own 
country. We are not just 
American.”

New Bostonians seek to preserve native languages
(Continued from page 1)

Author Djofa Tavares said she grew up in a tight-
knit Cape Verdean family that prioritized the Criolo 
language and culture, but so many others rushed 
to assimilate and leave that behind. Now, she sees 
a revival in claiming the language and culture 
before it dies. 

First grader Smalensky Paul learns his vocabulary words in Haitian Kreyol and English at the Toussaint 
L’Ouverture Academy this month. The Academy means to accelerate learning for Kreyol speakers and 
to preserve the language in young people.  Seth Daniel photos

8th grader Averlyn 
Truong said there is a 
lot of pressure on Viet-
namese kids who don’t 
speak the language, 
and that it’s frustrating 
to know English and 
not your own native 
language. She said she 
wants to learn Vietnam-
ese because she doesn’t 
want to lose her culture.
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By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

UMass Boston’s base-
ball team and Dorchester 
Baseball forged a unique 
partnership this winter, 
beginning last month – 
skill clinics every Sunday 
involving Dorchester 
kids and UMass players 
– and early indications 
are that the initiative 
has been positive for both 
groups. 

“This is our first year 
working with Dorchester 
Baseball and it has been 
great,” said UMass coach 
Brendan Eygabroat. “We 
were thrilled to hear that 
they reached out. The 
goal is to teach the kids 
the fundamentals and 
get them a ton of quality 
reps to build confidence. 
We have about 20-plus 
players and coaches at 
each session so there is a 
fantastic ratio for coach 
to player.”

Dorchester Baseball 
president Charlie Ma-
neikis said the experience 
so far has been outstand-
ing and the kids are really 
enjoying the opportunity 
to get back in the baseball 

mindset. He also thanked 
Eygabroat for making the 
idea a reality.

“You can tell from the 
kids’ concentration, ef-
fort, and smiles that this 
skills clinic is something 
special in their baseball 
experience,” he said. 

“Forty young adult men 
(20 at each 90-minute 
session) dressed in their 
uniforms, focused on 
our kids at six skills sta-
tions results in the kids 
learning and improving 
with enthusiasm. The 
whole atmosphere is just 

perfect. Coach Brendan 
is such an outstanding 
example of positive lead-
ership, not only for his 
players, but also for the 
kids, players and coaches 
who are able to observe.”  

The clinics are held in 
the Clark Athletic Center 
on the UMass Boston 
campus, with players di-
vided into two time slots 
based on age – with ages 
7-9 separated from ages 
10-12. Each group gets 
a 90-minute session to 
train with UMass play-
ers and coaches. After a 
warmup, players break 
into groups that focus 
on hitting fundamentals, 
catching/throwing pro-
gressions, or defensive 
skill work for the infield 
and outfield. The older 
group is introduced to 
drills for pitching and 
catching.

“I think Dorchester 
Baseball really does a 
great job and I am very 
happy to work be working 
with them,” said Eyga-
broat. “We had a handful 
of their players at our 

youth summer clinics, 
and I was impressed with 
their skills. I am hoping 
to continue to grow the 
relationship.”

Those looking ahead to 
the Dorchester Baseball 
season can take advan-
tage of sign-ups now, 
as registration for the 

coming season is open. 
Players are eligible if 
they live or go to school 
in the following zip codes:  
02121, 02122, 02124, 
and 02125. For informa-
tion on sign-ups, go to 
dorchesterlittleleague.
com.

J o h n  A t h e r t o n 
Tucker operated a 
harness shop at 1158 
Washington Street and 
lived there much of 
his life.  Later in life, 
sometime between 1857 
and 1861, he moved to 
1079 Adams Street. The 
house on Washington 
Street, shown in the 
illustration, was built by 
John’s father, Atherton 
Tucker in 1798.  In 1830, 
Atherton divided the 
property, apparently 
keeping a third interest 
for himself, giving a 
third to his son, William, 
and giving John a third 
interest.  John’s portion 
was described as: 
 “The south part of the 
chaise maker’s shop, 
bounded by the parti-
tion as it now stands 

measuring about 14 feet 
more or less, the whole 
of the south chamber 
over said shop and the 
whole of the chamber 
over the same on the 
third story and the 

whole of the bedroom 
in the entry of the third 
story in the building 
ceded by and belonging 
to me, [and] a certain 
parcel of land hereinaf-
ter described, also one 

third of the cellar on 
the south side of said 
building containing two 
arches and the privilege 
of passing to and from 
said rooms and places 
in a convenient manner. 

Also, one undivided 
third part of the barn 
on said land except the 
paint shop in the south 
part of the same, mea-
suring fifteen feet in 
front with the platform 

adjoining the same, also 
one undivided third 
part of the wood house 
thereon.”

John A. Tucker was 
born in 1803.  At the 
time of his retirement 
in 1891, an article 
in The Dorchester Bea-
con newspaper stated 
that he had started in 
business in 1829.  

 The archive of these 
historical posts can be 
viewed on the blog at 
dorchesterhistorical-
society.org. The soci-
ety’s historic houses 
are closed due to the 
pandemic and building 
repairs. For now, our 
in-person programming 
has been suspended, 
and we are using Zoom 
instead.

  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

YESTERYEAR  ARCHIVE
Dorchester Historical Society

John Tucker’s Harness Shop

The house in the illustration at top, which still exists, is located behind the stores at 1156 to 1160 Wash-
ington Street.  It was built in 1798.  The atlases indicate that the stores in front of the house were first 
built after 1889 and before 1894.

Dorchester Baseball, UMass Boston team up for off-season clinic sessions

Rashelle Centeio has 
been hired to serve as 
director of Community 
Development & District 
Director for Senator Liz 
Miranda’s office. Centeio 
is a Dorchester native 
and worked for Miranda 
during her tenure in 
the House of Represen-
tatives. “As a daughter 
of Dorchester, first-gen-
eration Cabo Verdean, 
a Black woman, and 
BPS graduate, Rashelle 
understands our com-
munity like the back of 
her hand, and has a deep 
grasp of the issues of our 
communities and how 
we can fight for policy 

that impacts lives,” Sen. 
Miranda said. “She has 
been a leader in in our 
office and in the commu-
nity, and we know this is 
only the beginning of her 
leadership.”

Centeio is a graduate of 

the University of Massa-
chusetts, Amherst with 
a Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology, and an addi-
tional Bachelor of Science 
in Legal Studies. She was 
an intern with the Con-
gressional Black Caucus 
Foundation and served 
as a Legislative Aide in 
the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives.  In 
her spare time, Rashelle 
also creates weekly con-
tent for DiasporaMass, a 
mission-driven group of 
young Black Bostonians 
working to highlight the 
African Diaspora across 
Massachusetts.

Centeio joins Miranda’s State Senate staff

Rashelle Centeio

UMass’s Ethan Errera helping a Dorchester player 
with his swing path.

Dorchester Baseball players are excited to be part of the new winter clinics 
with UMass Boston baseball players and coaches. 

UMass baseball Coach Brendan Eygabroat and 
Justin Gouveia give a hitting demonstration for 
Dorchester Baseball players during a recent Sunday 
baseball clinic. 

Photos courtesy Dorchester Baseball
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Editorial

Looking Up Longfellow Street

Commentary

Letter to the Editor

By eDwarD m. cook
SPecial to the rePorter

With Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as my moral 
compass, I have tried to live as someone who is never 
an innocent bystander. That is, neither innocent nor 
a bystander. But also not judgmental of others. It is 
not that I am fearless. Or that I do not spend large 
amounts of time gaping, with my mouth open, in 
the depths of helplessness. But in those moments, 
I try to hear the voice of MLK serving as a trigger, 
and I usually snap out of my lethargy and look for 
some way to act.

Not to mention the murder of Tyre Nichols, the 
latest murder by police protecting the status quo in 
our racist, patriarchal, elitist society. On one page in 
the Boston Globe on a recent day, I found stories of 
shootings in Mattapan, Methuen, Manchester NH, 
and Worcester. As of this writing, there have been 36 
mass killings in the US since January 1. All with guns. 

I feel the national helplessness regarding gun con-
trol. Republican electeds shill for the gun lobby. They 
have blocked the will of the majority of Americans to 
curtail gun violence with the help of a few Democrats. 
We are so used to the cycle of shootings – “thoughts 
and prayers” and outrage followed by inaction that 
we are like the frog being boiled to death by slowing 
increased heat. The image of Uncle Sam clutching 
his string of pearls at his throat also comes to mind. 

I want to find a mass media outlet through which 
to shout at the 75 percent of Americans who are fro-
zen solid: “You are not helpless!!! Your helplessness 
is self-inflicted!” 

A wise former colleague once gave me this sage 
advice: When the answer to the question “what is 
wrong?” is “everything,” go home a different way. 
What he meant by this formula is that when we 
feel overwhelmed, we get into a painful, repeating, 
descending cycle that freezes us into helplessness. 
By doing some small thing, like literally going home 
a different way, we break that cycle and prove to 
ourselves that we are not out of control.

Knowing that free advice is worth every penny 
that you pay for it, I suggest that we all “go home 
a different way” and look for some small action to 
focus on in the cause of stemming the bloodbath.

• Generally, educate ourselves to a sophisticated 
level on the issues and strategies for reducing gun 
violence;

•Talk to our friends, family, and kids;
• Start a book club or discussion group;
• Find a podcast that focuses on gun control and 

listen religiously for a while to educate yourself 
about the people, places, groups, and activities that 
are accomplishing progress.;

• Shop around for groups like the Lewis D. Brown 
Peace Institute (Mothers Day Walk for Peace), Stop 
Handgun Violence, Gabby Giffords PAC, Moms De-
mand Action for Gun Sense in America, Sandy Hook 
Promise, Everytown For Gun Safety, The Brady Cam-
paign, States United to Prevent Gun Violence, etc.;

• Get some personal skin in the game. Put your 
money where your conscience is. Contribute to can-
didates and organizations who are explicitly trying 
to fight gun violence;

• Before you let your child go to a play date or sleep 
over, ask if the other home has a gun in the house; if 
so, is it safely stored? Who has access to it?

At least when you hear the news of another mass 
gun killing, stop paraphrasing Claude Rains in 
“Casablanca” – “I’m shocked! Shocked to find that 
[gun violence] is going on here!” Don’t be an innocent 
bystander. Remember, Edmund Burke’s warning, 
“All it takes for evil to triumph is for good [people] 
to do nothing.”

Helplessness is a choice. Racism is our nation’s 
original sin. But gun madness comes right behind. 
Neither will end until enough of us stand up and 
be counted.

Add a New Year’s resolution: “I will not be passive 
toward gun violence. I will become personally and 
consistently involved in fighting it.”

Never an innocent bystander

By lawrence S. Dicara
When I close my eyes, I still smell chocolate! 

That was an essential aspect of life growing up in 
Dorchester Lower Mills in the years after World War 
II. Until the Walter Baker Chocolate Company was 
subsumed into a major national firm, the chocolate 
factory operated in the 1950s not very differently 
than it had for many decades prior. 

Hardworking men and a few women from Dorches-
ter Lower Mills would walk to work, sometimes after 
attending morning Mass at St. Gregory’s where I 
was an altar boy. The managers, we were told, would 
drive to work every day, most likely in large black 
American cars.

That world ended when the company was sold.
One of the first things I remember when we moved 

from Fields Corner to Codman Hill Avenue in 1956 
was that we would smell chocolate. Before the pub-
lication of Silent Spring by Rachel Carson, no one 
really thought very often back then about whatever 
damage was done to the Neponset River as a result 
of a centuries old industrial use. This was before the 
passage of the EPA, or most any other protective 
legislation.

Yes, we smelled chocolate. Far better to smell choc-
olate, I have concluded, than some hideous chemical 
or effluent from a smelting facility. Chocolate. What 
can be wrong with that? 

Our house was on the side of Codman Hill so that 
the back porch and the attic, where I slept for many 
years, looked out directly toward the silos, which 
legend had it were constructed around the time of 
World War II to store chocolate in the event there 
were significant shortages, given that so much of the 
world was at war and trade was so difficult. To this 
day, when I close my eyes and look out a window, I 

see those silos just as I smell the chocolate. 
Little did I know then that I would be one of the 

lawyers involved with the redevelopment of the 
chocolate factory into an extraordinarily successful 
residential community which has helped to revital-
ize Dorchester Lower Mills in a way that none of us 
could have imagined: There is a now a food scene 
on Dorchester Avenue. I am not so sure that Msgr. 
McNulty would necessarily understand this brave 
new world!

Lawrence S. DiCara, P.C. is a former Boston city 
councillor who now practices law. For more of his 
writings, see his website: larrydicara.com.

Recalling the sweet smells of  Lower Mills

The former Walter Baker administration building 
on Adams Street, which is now known as Baker 
Lofts.  Daniel Sheehan photo

To the Editor:
I support more affordable housing in Dorchester. 

The city needs to promote more development of 
rental housing, especially affordable units, in order 
to address the ongoing housing crisis.

I know the process is complicated and some have a 
problem with four-story buildings, but the project at 
150 Centre St. is exactly what we need. The addition 
of 74 units, over 60 percent of which are designated 

as affordable, is the type of development we need. 
The impact on traffic and the like will be minimized, 
as the project is so close to the Shawmut MBTA stop.

People are being priced out of Boston every day. 
Let’s move this forward, and at least get these units 
online, while we figure out how to build more housing.

– Keith Minore
Dorchester

150 Centre Street housing is sorely needed

There’s a lot of buzz in the neighborhood at the mo-
ment about the latest churn of development decisions 
being weighed by city officials, and to some extent, 
with the advice and consent of residents themselves.

It can be a lot to absorb in one sitting— let alone 
in multiple volumes of this newspaper— so let’s take 
a step back and review a few of the more pressing 
decisions that are imminent.

• Comfort Inn. The proposal by Pine Street 
Inn and The Community Builders to convert the 
existing hotel at 900 
Morrissey Blvd. into 
supportive hous-
ing for formerly 
homeless people 
has been fraught 
with controversy. 
A deadline for pub-
lic comment came 
and went a month 
ago, and there was 
a hefty amount of 
input from neigh-
bors, the majority of it leaning against the proposal. 
Elected officials based in the Neponset area have been 
clearly opposed. Others, including this author, have 
made the case that the conversion would improve the 
situation at the present address and lock-in much 
needed, trained supervision on site.

But the project has not yet been scheduled for a 
vote in front of the Boston Planning and Development 
Agency’s board. The proponents have made it clear 
that they intend to move forward. It’s not clear at 
this point what’s behind the delay.

•Dorchester Bay City. On Monday, the rede-
velopment of the former Bayside Expo Center and 
surroundings received what might have been its last 
public hearing before BPDA board consideration 
begins. (See story on Page One). The project has 
been under intense review for more than two years, 
a pace and scope that befits its massive footprint, 
price tag, and gravitational pull. The financing for 
the deal, which includes a long-term lease critical to 
the build-out plans at UMass Boston, hinges on city 
permitting. The principal parties are praying hard 
for resolution by the summer.

• 150 Centre St. A proposal by Trinity Financial 
to build a four-story residential complex next to 
Shawmut MBTA station has become a lightning-rod 
issue in that immediate neighborhood. The BPDA 
has now set March 2 as the date for a virtual public 
meeting with a closing of the public comment period 
just two days later, on March 4. (See page 16.) There’s 
already been a torrent of comment in the pages of the 
Reporter and in community meetings. But the pace 
of the BPDA schedule would indicate that March 2 
will bring the penultimate debate on the merits of 
this important project.

• 1320 Dorchester Ave. A proposal to build a 
six-story residential/commercial building with 70 
units of housing and room for a ground-floor restau-
rant space went through its most recent round of 
public hearings back in late December. It will go 
before the BPDA board on Feb. 16.

• 13 Norwood St. A proposal to build a 52-unit 
apartment complex with parking for 50 vehicles on 
this Neponset side street was the subject of a virtual 
meeting in November and comments that closed in 
December. The project has not yet been scheduled 
for a BPDA board vote.

March is likely to be a busy month on the Dorchester 
development front. Stay tuned.

– Bill Forry

Tracking Dot’s
development boom
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and strengthening school 
culture are very import-
ant to them, as they are 
to school and district 
leaders, and we are taking 
their concerns seriously. 

“Moreover, their voices 
will help improve out-
comes for their peers as 
we make positive changes 
together. We are active-
ly working to identify 
ways to address these 
matters.”

Skipper added that the 
BPS administrators will 
work with the students 
to build out the structure 
of their Boston Student 
Advisory Council “so they 
can continue to learn how 
to be effective student 
leaders.”

Ahead of the walkout, 
students had a list of 
eight concerns that they 
said had not been ad-
dressed. They were also 
upset that safety issues 
and teacher behaviors 
they point to rarely re-
sult in consequences or 
discipline.

“We’re walking out be-
cause we tried to talk to 
[the principal] two times 
and it went nowhere,” 
said Sandra Funches, 
a high school student 
who walked out. “So, 
now we’re going to the 
Bolling, and they said 
they would give us space 
to talk. 

“First, we tried to talk 
about these things at 
an assembly and they 
drove us off the stage 
and laughed at us. They 
disregarded everything 
we had to say…We have 
nothing here. We have no 
computers. We have no 
paper. We have no books. 
We have no notebooks. We 
need more consideration, 
and our concerns need 
to be taken into consid-
eration.”

One high school stu-
dent at the walkout, who 
didn’t want to be identi-
fied by name for fear of re-
taliation, said that while 
they don’t have com-
puters or basic supplies, 
the principal, Stephanie 
Sibley, had spent “a ton of 
money” on Yonder cases 
– which are pouches that 
lock up student phones 
during school hours. 
Yonder cases are used in 
some schools, but not all 
schools, around Boston.

“We have no resourc-
es, but we have Yonder 
cases,” she said, adding 
students can get in trou-
ble or suspended if the 
cases are damaged or lost.

Funches said there are 
too many suspensions 
for minor things, but se-
rious things don’t result 
in suspensions. “She 
doesn’t suspend anyone 
for fighting or smoking,” 
Funches said.

Another student indi-
cated a serious incident 
had occurred recently 
where, they said, a young 
girl was assaulted in a 
bathroom by an older boy. 
They said that boy is com-
ing back to school next 
week, and they’ve heard 
no mention of discipline.

The same, they added, 
is true of racial incidents, 

including one recently 
where a white student 
allegedly called Black 
students racial slurs 
and referred to them as 
“animals.” Said Funches, 
“The principal was noti-
fied and never asked us 
about it. That student is 
still here walking around 
like nothing happened.”

Students began quietly 
planning the walkout in a 
text chat Thursday night 
and had hoped to keep it 
quiet. “Please spread the 
word as much as you can 
but remember to keep it 
as discreet as possible,” 
read the chat. “Do not 
tell others who you think 
might be against the 
idea. Remember that the 
more people that join, the 
less likely you will be to 
receive consequences for 
the walkout.”

Before the walkout, 
Henderson Upper School 

officials sent a letter 
to parents seeking to 
address the protest and 
noting they would have 
BPS headquarters staff 
available on site to talk 
about issues – including 
the system’s chief of staff, 
Rochelle Nwosu. They 
also planned to have a 
school assembly on Wed., 
Feb. 15, to offer students 
a chance to have their 
voices heard.

“Regular attendance 
plays a critical role in 
our students’ academic 
success,” read the school 
letter. “We discourage 
our students from miss-
ing class time as this 
can impact the essential 
continuum of learning. 
We strongly believe in 
the importance of stu-
dent voice, advocacy, and 
their power to change 
important issues. Valu-
able learning can occur 

through participation in 
civic activities.”

As students were walk-
ing out on Friday morn-
ing, school leaders and 
staff were positioned at 
the doors and around the 
school. A school safety 
officer and a Boston 
police officer were also 
stationed outside the 
front door.

The full list of concerns 
displayed by students 
includes: More resources 
in classrooms; bringing 
in restorative justice; 
more open mental health 
programs; better teacher 
and student communi-
cation; trust and respect 
between students and 
teachers; student opinion 
being heard in changes 
at the school; better use 
of funds; and respect 
between all students and 
teachers.

MINI SESSIONS
EXPRESS

Complete a course  
in 7 weeks!

Mini Session II   
March 28 – May 15

Register and learn more  
at bhcc.edu/mini-sessions

Make the most of your time this fall!  
Bunker Hill Community College offers 
two Mini Sessions each semester that  
allow you to start and finish a course  
in as few as seven weeks. 

With a wide range of subjects, and  
day, evening, and weekend schedules, 
Mini Sessions are a great way to further  
your education–whether you’re looking 
to begin a new degree, catch up on 
classes you’ve missed, or stay on track 
with your degree. 

Diverse Course Selection
BHCC offers a wide range of
courses to choose from
• Culinary Arts
• Early Childhood Education
• Business & Entrepreneurship
• Information Technology
• General Ed and more. 

Flexible and Convenient
Start and finish a course in seven  
weeks. Day, evening, and week-
end schedules, as well as remote  
and hybrid courses are available.

Affordable
BHCC courses cost only $220 
per credit for Massachusetts 
residents. 

You don’t have to be a current BHCC 
student to take a Mini Session course.
Guest Students are welcome to enroll 
in Mini Sessions at BHCC.

Students at Henderson, Skipper meet after protest
(Continued from page 1)

High school students at the Henderson Upper School on Friday staged a walkout 
in protest of conditions at the Croftland Street grades 3-12 school. Students 
said they have tried to voice their concerns within the school to leadership 
but have been laughed at and ignored. School officials on Friday said they 
were supportive of student voices and had Central Office staff in place at the 
school before the walkout to hear student issues. Among the issues were unfair 
suspensions, more respect between teachers and students, and better use of 
funds to buy classroom resources.  Seth Daniel photo
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Boston College High 
School, a private Catholic 
school serving 1,500 stu-
dents, last week submit-
ted plans to city officials 
for a wellness complex on 
its Morrissey Boulevard/
Columbia Point campus 
that will be attached to 
the existing McNeice 
gym and linked to Cadi-
gan Hall, which first 
opened in 2014 and spans 
28,000 square feet. 

The two-story addi-
tion will take up 42,000 
square feet, with a new 
swimming pool, locker 
rooms, and weightlifting 
and wrestling areas. The 
outside of the addition 
will be made of brick 
and glass windows, with 
views of Morrissey Bou-
levard. The construction 
will result in the loss of 
a dozen parking spaces. 
Given its size, the project 
is subject to the city’s 
“small project review” 
process.

BC High, which moved 
from the South End to 
Columbia Point begin-
ning in 1950, is also 
overhauling its foot-
ball grandstand and 
undertaking substan-
tial landscaping and 
signage improvements. 
One of the goals of the 
project is to “develop a 
new face for BC High 
Athletics by enveloping 
the existing McNeice 
Gymnasium into the new 
Cadigan Wellness Com-

plex building footprint,” 
noted the filing with the 
Boston Planning and 
Development Agency.

The new building is 
part of an overall $100 
million multi-phase 
plan to update the 
73-year-old campus. 
New trees – overall the 
landscaping will see a 
total of 92 new trees 
on the school property 
– will offer a screen on 
the north edge of the 
campus, where there 
is an access next to the 
location of the proposed 
Dorchester Field House, 
a joint project between 
the nonprofits Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Dorchester 
and the Martin Richard 
Foundation. 

The Jesuit school’s 
upgrades come as Co-
lumbia Point and the 
Morrissey Boulevard 
corridor have projects in 
various stages of devel-
opment. The $5 billion 
“Dorchester Bay City” 

project aims to bring 
millions of square feet of 
research and office space 
to the former Bayside 
Expo Center site and the 
Santander Bank prop-
erty north of BC High. 
UMass Boston, anoth-
er BC High neighbor, 
has been a construction 
zone for much of the 
last 20 years, as the 
public research univer-
sity remakes itself and 
attempts to sweep away 
the shoddy construction 
of 45 years ago that led to 
the campus’s dilapidated 
superstructure.

The construction man-
ager for BC High’s proj-
ect is the Quincy-based 
Lee Kennedy Co. Com-
ments can be submitted 
at the following link: bos-
tonplans.org/projects/
d e v e l o p m e n t - p r o j -
e c t s / 1 5 0 - 1 6 0 - m o r -
rissey-boulevard.The 
period ends on March 12.

– GINTAUTAS 
DUMCIUS

cityofbostoncu.com    •    617.635.4545

* A.P.Y. = Annual Percentage Yields. Certificate Special APYs are accurate as of 12/15/2022 and are subject to change without notice. 34-Month Certificate Special APY equals 4.03% for deposits between $500.00-$49,999.99 and 
4.13% APY for deposits $50,000.00 and above. 34-Month Certificate Specials are limited to one per member. Minimum deposit of $500. Certificate Specials are available for a limited time. Deposits can not be made during the 
term of the account. Dividends will be credited to your account and compounded every month. Upon maturity, unless otherwise directed by member, 34-Month Special Certificate will automatically rollover into the City of Boston 
Credit Union 36-Month Certificate at that dates current APY. All other certificate terms and conditions will apply and may change at any time. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings on the account.  
Must be a member of City of Boston Credit Union to open certificate account(s). Dividend rates are accurate as of the date and time of printing and are subject to change without notice. 

City of Boston Credit Union is 
making it easier than ever to...

START SMALL & ENJOY
BIG SAVINGS

Get our 34-Month Certificate Special for as little as $500.
Unpredictable stock market?
Our 34-Month Certificate Special
delivers earnings you can depend on.

Open a Share Certificate (also known as a CD) for as little as 
$500 and lock in this super-high rate for nearly three years. 
Visit cityofbostoncu.com or any CBCU branch.

4.13%
APY*

JUMBO

4.03%
APY*

REGULAR

MINIMUM $500 DEPOSIT MINIMUM $50,000 DEPOSIT

BC High details plans for 
another addition to campus

Boston College High School is proposing a new well-
ness center, which is on the left in the rendering. 
The school’s existing gym is on the right. 

BC High image

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER
IS PROUD TO CELEBRATE

BLACK 
HISTORY
MONTH

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER STANDS WITH 
OUR COMMUNITY IN FIGHTING RACIAL INJUSTICE

BLACK LIVES MATTER 



February 16, 2023   THE REPORTER         Page 13dotnews.com

By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

A homeowner on Park 
Street and his develop-
ment team came back to 
the Fields Corner Civic 
Association (FCCA) last 
Tuesday (Feb. 7) with a 
revamped project on Park 
Street that is larger and 
has more units. Bucking 
the usual trend of neigh-
bors nixing revisions ask-
ing for something larger, 
this request came from 
the neighborhood.

R epresent ing  the 
two-family property’s 
owner, Vu Huynh, of 82-
84 Park St., James Chris-
topher of Dorchester’s 
686 Architects and attor-
ney JD Barry presented 
the new plan, which now 
comes in at 15 units in 
a 5-story building with 
6 ground-level parking 
spaces.

“At the January meet-
ing there was discussion 
and community feedback 
that they would prefer 
more smaller units with 
less bedrooms,” said Bar-
ry. He and Christopher 
said neighbors felt larger 
units would bring more 
cars to the area, and 
they also preferred to 
eliminate a ground-floor 
retail space. That retail 
space is now a small 
ground-floor studio unit. 
The remainder of the 
units are one-bedroom 
and two-bedroom units 
between 504 and 992 
square feet There is 
a fifth-floor penthouse 
that is currently being 
contemplated as the new 
residence for Huynh. And 
the property now also has 
a small amount of green 
space buffering on its 
perimeter. 

Previously, Christo-
pher said, the plan was 
to demolish the exist-
ing home and build a 
four-story, mixed-use 
building with nine units 
and two parking spaces. 
They aim to make some 
minor changes to the new 
plan and re-file it with 

the city this week. They 
will also reappear at the 
FCCA’s March meeting 
for a final time.

The property does re-
quire zoning relief, par-
ticularly because even 
though it’s a residential 
use zone now, it carries a 
zoning of “light industri-
al.” Barry said he hoped 
they could get a Zoning 
Board of Appeal (ZBA) 
hearing date in April.

Both Christopher and 
Barry said working with 
the city and the com-
munity had been an 
excellent experience and 
had made their client’s 
project better.

Thai Oishi awaits 
word on beer/wine 

license
The owners of the 

new Thai Oishi Thai 
and Sushi restaurant on 
Adams Street in Fields 
Corner appeared at the 
February meeting to 
seek support for a beer 
and wine liquor license 
for their five-month-old 
business. They said that 
since they opened in 
September, they have 
routinely had requests for 
beer and wine and sake 
to complement the sushi 
and Thai dishes.

“When they find out we 
don’t serve that because 
we don’t have a license, 
they will change to take-

out orders, or they will 
change restaurants, or 
they will come into the 
dining room and are 
disappointed when they 
find out we don’t have the 
license,” said Purichaya 
Tawinno. 

“We don’t want to dis-
appoint our customers 
and having this license 
will really help our busi-
ness to grow.”

Most neighbors at the 
meeting were in support. 
The restaurant hasn’t 
had any issues and seems 
to be enjoying initial suc-
cess in what has histori-
cally been a high-turn-
over location. Thai Oishi 
has already gone through 
a License Board hearing 
and is awaiting a com-
munity support letter. 
If approved by the com-
munity and the License 
Board, they will go on a 
waiting list until a license 
becomes available 

Putting crime
elements in focus
The February meet-

ing highlighted several 
high-profile crime inci-
dents in Fields Corner as 
relayed by C-11 Commu-
nity Service Officer Mike 
Keaney.

• On Jan. 24 at around 
5:50 p.m., officers identi-
fied a gray Infiniti that had 
been listed stolen from a 
Planet Fitness location 

(cars stolen from Planet 
Fitness lots is a statewide 
problem, Keaney said). 
Officers followed the car, 
with its driver and pas-
sengers, and tried to box 
it in at Park Street, but 
the driver, said to be 15, 
took off and hit one of the 
officers, incurring minor 
injuries. He led police on 
a wild chase to Freeport 
Street, where he hit traf-
fic, turned around, and 
ran over a police officer’s 
foot, breaking it. 

The driver bailed on 
Freeport Street and ran 
behind the IBEW 103 
building, where he was 
apprehended and charged 
with two counts of as-
sault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon (car) 

and possession of a sto-
len vehicle. The car was 
found in the 1300 block 
of Dorchester Avenue and 
the other suspects made 
good their escape.

• On Jan. 31 at 5 
p.m. the C-11 Drug Unit 
was surveilling Clayton 
Street on a tip from the 
neighborhood about drug 
dealing when officers ob-
serving an alleged deal go 
down pulled over a Ford 
pickup and later charged 
a 24-year-old New Hamp-
shire man with Traffick-
ing a Class A drug due 
to his being found with 
177 OxyContin pills. 
Other units followed and 
contacted the alleged 
dealer on Lyons Street. 
He was found with 478 

Adderall pills, 17 grams 
of cocaine, and a quantity 
of heroin. The 25-year-old 
St. Mark’s area man was 
charged with Trafficking 
in a Class B drug and 
other drug offenses.

• On Feb. 2 at 7 p.m. po-
lice observed a driver run 
a stop sign at Arcadia and 
Adams streets. They fol-
lowed him and observed 
him allegedly run a red 
light at Dorchester Av-
enue and Adams Street. 
They pulled him over on 
Leonard Street and found 
the 47-year-old man from 
Fields Corner has had his 
license suspended for a 
year. He was charged and 
the owner of the car was 
cited for allowing him to 
drive the vehicle.

COLOR
PAGE

Developer presents changed plans for larger building on Park Street

The most current rendering of the proposed 5-story, 
15-unit building at 82-84 Park St. where there is cur-
rently a two-family duplex home. The first iteration 
of the plan was smaller, but neighbors requested a 
larger building with more smaller units. The new 
plan reflects that input. 

Rendering courtesy of 686 Architects

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

Real Estate Boston LLC  Nguyen, Don K  14 Batchelder St Dorchester 01/27/23 $800,000
Real Estate Boston LLC  Guerra, Alena E Guerra, Gregory J 74 Romsey St Dorchester 01/27/23 1,600,000
15 Fowler Street Nmg LLC  Nunnally, Reginald A Nunnally, Ashley 15-17 Fowler St Dorchester 01/26/23 125,000
Cindy & Company LLC  Obas Jean M Est Obas, Joanna 9 Willowwood St Dorchester 01/23/23 389,000
Perez, Javier R  Greene Michael E Est Jackson, Murleen 87-89 Mountain Ave Dorchester 01/25/23 730,000
Merritt, Jeffrey Manning, Deirdre Allaire, Lucien J  83 Minot St Dorchester 01/27/23 820,000
Freire, Catia M  Bassill Barbara Est Bassill, Joseph 17 Port Norfolk St Dorchester 01/26/23 645,000
Unaka, Nwagbo J  Wakefield, Nathan  103 Welles Ave #3L Dorchester 01/24/23 349,900
Donovan, Sarah C Donovan, Evan A Vieira, Linda  109 Adams St #1 Dorchester 01/27/23 596,400

 Buyer  Seller  Address   Date  Price

OUR OFFICES ARE NOW LOCATED 
AT 1452 DORCHESTER AVENUE 

AT THE
FIELDS CORNER BUSINESS LAB!

BY APPOINTMENT TO BETTER SERVE OUR CLIENTS 

Call Charlie @617-645-5417

Get more information about our career  
pathways at wfd@ulem.org or call 617-442-4519.

JOIN 
the upcoming classes!

COD ING
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A
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Prices exclude, doc fee, sales tax and registration. Offers only available on in-stock vehicles. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Excludes prior sales. APR offers available to qualified buyers. See dealer for details. Expires 2/28/23.

Herb Chambers Honda in Boston
720 Morrissey Boulevard
Dorchester, MA 02122
(617) 731-0100
HerbChambersHondainBoston.com

HERB CHAMBERS SERVICE CENTER
$69.95 OIL AND FILTER CHANGE
INCLUDES GENUINE HONDA OIL FILTER AND UP TO 5 QUARTS 0w-20 OIL, MULTI-POINT 
INSPECTION, BATTERY TEST AND A COMPLIMENTARY CAR WASH VOUCHER

• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
• FREE ESTIMATES

• EARLY BIRD HOURS
• STATE INSPECTION

SERVICE HOURS
MON – THUR:7 AM – 7PM, FRIDAY: 7AM – 6PM, SATURDAY: 8 AM – 5PM, SUNDAY: CLOSED

SALES:   Monday-Thursday 8:30am–8pm, Friday-Saturday 8:30am–6pm; Sunday 11am–5pm

SERVICE:   Monday -Thursday 7:00am-7:00pm, Friday 7:00am-6:00pm, Saturday 8:00am-5:00pm, Sunday: Closed

Herb Chambers

Stk# BH80308A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, 
a/c, 19,470 mi.

2020 Honda

Civic
LX

$24,998
BUY FOR

Stk# BH80337A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, 
a/c, 29,096 mi.

2021 Honda

Passport
Sport

$33,498
BUY FOR

Stk# BH80355A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, 
a/c, 6,667 mi.

2021 Honda

Accord
Sport

$31,498
BUY FOR

Stk# BH80251A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, 
a/c, 47,291 mi.

2020 Honda

Odyssey
EX-L

$33,598
BUY FOR

HERBCHAMBERS.COM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

BUY FOR MILLIONS TO LEND
REGARDLESS OF CREDIT!

RETURN YOUR AMERICAN HONDA FINANCE LEASE HERE
AND WE’LL CUT YOU A CHECK FOR THE EQUITY!

Honda in Boston’s Quality Used Cars

BUY FOR BUY FOR

BUY FOR

2012 Kia Optima LX  ..................................................... $9,898
Stk# BH80609B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 72,368 mi.
2020 Toyota Camry LE ................................................. $12,298
Stk# BH80631A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 95,823 mi.
2015 MINI Hardtop  ...................................................... $12,498
Stk# BH24214XX, 2 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 97,843 mi.
2018 Chevrolet Malibu LT ............................................ $13,998
Stk# BH24215XX, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 94,047 mi.
2013 Hyundai Santa FE Sport  ..................................... $14,898
Stk# BH24142XX, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 89,532 mi.
2014 Honda Accord EX-L  ............................................ $14,898
Stk# BH80167A, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 123,995 mi.
2019 Ford Fiesta SE  .................................................... $15,898
Stk# BH80636A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 27,699 mi.
2014 Kia Sorento SX  ................................................... $16,498
Stk# BH24203XY, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 63,331 mi.
2017 Volkswagen Golf SportWagen SE ....................... $17,298
Stk# BH80633A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 86,668 mi.
2015 Honda Accord LX  ................................................ $17,898
Stk# BH80562C, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 58,528 mi.

2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $22,998
Stk# BH80652A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 41,073 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $23,498
Stk# BH80552A, 4 dr., 4 4cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 32,730 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $23,498
Stk# BH80481A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 12,340 mi.
2019 Toyota Avalon XLE  .............................................. $23,898
Stk# BH24153XX, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 94,189 mi.
2016 Mercedes-Benz E350  ......................................... $23,898
Stk# BH24148XX, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 61,647 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX ....................................................$23,998
Stk# BH80672A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 32,240 mi.
2018 Honda Civic Sport................................................$23,998
Stk# BH24205, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 45,098 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX ....................................................$23,998
Stk# BH80605B, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 29,022 mi.
2021 Honda HR-V LX ....................................................$23,998
Stk# BH80563A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 41,976 mi.
2020 Honda Civic LX ....................................................$25,898
Stk# BH24175, 4 dr.,  4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 28,858 mi.

2015 Honda Accord LX  ................................................ $18,998
Stk# BH80167A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 47,398 mi.

2020 Chevrolet Trax LS  ............................................... $19,498
Stk# BH24168, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 11,858 mi.

2017 Honda Accord LX  ................................................ $20,298
Stk# BH80610A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 63,215 mi.

2020 Toyota Corolla LE  ................................................ $20,898
Stk# BH24167, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 64,832 mi.

2019 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $21,498
Stk# BH80629A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 56,298 mi.

2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $22,898
Stk# BH24179, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 26,959 mi.

2020 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $22,898
Stk# BH80615A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 31,702 mi.

2019 Honda Civic LX  ................................................... $22,998
Stk# BH80564A, 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 35,853 mi.
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By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

Sheena Collier started 
out as a Boston Pub-
lic Schools educator in 
Dorchester. Now, as CEO 
and founder of Boston 
While Black and the 
Collier Connection,  she 
is focused on removing 
obstacles that Black Bos-
tonians face when trying 
to connect to the city 
around them.

“I was seeing all these 
talented people, particu-
larly Black professionals, 
come here [for school] 
and then they would 
leave because they didn’t 
feel they can connect to 
what’s going on here,” 
Collier said during a Feb. 
6 appearance in front of 
the Greater Mattapan 
Neighborhood Council.  
“I wanted to see how I 
could help slow the issue 
of people coming here 
and not connecting to the 
community.”

Collier went from being 
a BPS educator to an offi-
cer in the Greater Boston 
Chamber of Commerce 
to a nonprofit worker in 
Uphams Corner before 
becoming an entrepre-
neur focused on elevating 
Black professionals at 
Boston While Black while 
connecting them to each 
other and the city they 
live in.

Collier said she came 
to Boston after growing 
up in Albany to get an 
advanced degree in ed-
ucation at Harvard Uni-
versity. But at Harvard, 
she said, she was turned 
off by certain things, 
such as being advised 
not to take the Red Line 
to Dorchester and talk of 
“Murder-pan,” and how 
Black children in the 
education sector were 
always seen as “resilient” 
or “gritty.”

“Often when people, 
white people in partic-
ular, in education are 
talking about Black and 
brown children they use 
the word ‘resilient’ a lot 
and it’s about saying 
what a great job they’ve 
done withstanding bad 
conditions, instead of 
looking to improve those 
conditions,” said Collier. 

“I had a hard time with 
that…We are a resilient 
people, but we should be 
able to talk about it from 
a place of strength.”

Collier spent more than 
a decade in BPS, mostly 
at Dorchester’s Winthrop 
School. Being there, she 
said, helped her connect 
to Boston and its com-
munities of color much 
easier than other Boston 
transplants. It was also 
an experience that stirred 
in her the beginnings of 
Boston While Black along 
with the fact that 33 of 
her 35 Black Harvard 
classmates left Boston. 

Tired of education, she 
made a sudden decision 
to see corporate Boston 
through the lens of a job 
at the Greater Boston 
Chamber of Commerce 

while also working at the 
Big Sister Association of 
Greater Boston and the 
Dudley Street Neighbor-
hood Initiative (DSNI) in 
Uphams Corner.

Boston While Black 
and the Collier Connec-
tion came out of those 
experiences, she said, 
out of a desire to solve 
the issue of Black people 
in Boston – in places like 
Mattapan and Dorches-
ter – not having a sense of 
belonging. Boston While 
Black is a membership 
organization that looks 
to connect professionals 
and uplift the stories and 
culture of Boston’s Black 
communities, while also 
supporting Black busi-
nesses in Black commu-
nities. Mattapan looms 
large on that list, as it is 
a pocket of Boston with 
a high number of Black 
homeowners. Many stu-
dents and transplants 
coming here often don’t 
know Black communities 
like Mattapan exist, she 
said.

“I wanted to figure out 
how to bridge the gap 
to this group because 
Boston is a beautiful 
city that has a lot of re-
sources,” she said. “It’s 
on the water and has 
great restaurants and 
amenities, but so many 
people don’t experience 
it that way.”

She said the goal for 
the organization is to 
get deeply embedded in 
Dorchester, Roxbury, and 
Mattapan so that they 
can move from “surviving 
to thriving.”

The message resonated 
with Councillor At-Large 
Julia Mejia, who said, 
“I’m tired of talking 
about our deficits and not 
our assets.”

But while Boston While 
Black has traditionally 
focused on transplants 
to the city, lifelong Mat-
tapan residents said they 
also feel disconnected 
– particularly since es-
tablishments for young 
people to socialize have 
disappeared.

“We have to open our 
minds whether young 
or old,” said Kenya Bea-
man, who noted the city 
struggles to keep Black 
professionals. “I don’t 
want to travel to Atlanta 
to experience real Black 
culture…I want to expe-
rience that [in Mattapan] 

where I pay a mortgage. It 
doesn’t have to be a club.”

Collier said it’s a mat-
ter of valuing Black 
spending. “I don’t think 
D.C. is less racist, I think 
they just recognize Black 
dollars,” she said. “That 
doesn’t happen in Bos-
ton because so much is 
viewed through a lens of 
disparity…People in the 
South aren’t less racist; 
they just understand 
Black people have money 
and they will spend it.”

MATTAPAN 
NOTEBOOK

• ISD says they need 
to do a better job 
managing properties 
– Dion Irish, chief of 
operations for the city, 
appeared at the Feb. 
6 GMNC meeting and 
said the city needs to do 
a better job maintain-
ing facilities in Matta-
pan and citywide – and 
they’re developing sys-
tems to better track and 
make repairs to facilities 
like the Mildred Avenue 
Community Center and 
other Boston Center 
for Youth and Families 
(BCYF) facilities. “If 
you have a gym and it 
cannot be used,” he said, 
“what’s the purpose of 
that facility?”

Irish took questions 
from the GMNC attend-
ees and was barraged 
with important and 
long-standing questions 
about inferior construc-
tion and repairs to the 
Mildred Avenue Commu-
nity Center and the long 
delays at the Mattahunt 
BCYF center. Resident 
Gina Pitts said the gym at 
the Mattahunt has been 
out of commission for 
more than three years, 
while resident Barbara 
Crichlow said promised 
renovations there are 
still outstanding five 
years later.

Irish said that and 
part of his job now, at 
the direction of Mayor 
Michelle Wu, is to move 
to a place of manag-
ing facilities proactively 
instead of when they 
deteriorate and have to 
close. He noted his initial 
study of the BCYF issues 
showed only three people 
were funded to take care 
of maintenance across 
the city.

“We found we have 

a problem we need to 
fix and it’s a problem 
we’ve had a long time,” 
he said. “When you’re 
understaffed, you’re just 
putting a Band-Aid on 
things and not really 
fixing them. This is not 
a path we want to con-
tinue on.”

He said they are excit-
ed to build new facilities, 
like community centers 
and schools, but they 
need to figure out how to 
better maintain existing 
facilities first.

That is an effort, he 
told Mattapan residents, 
of  high priority right 
now.

Incidentally, Irish not-
ed that his family came 
to Boston in the 1980s 
and he grew up in Mat-
tapan, and his mother 
and sister still live in 
the neighborhood. He 
attended Dorchester 
High School and went on 
to Boston University. He 
has worked for 28 years 
in various roles for the 

city. Now, he is a cabinet 
member overseeing op-
erations like Inspection 
Services Department 
(ISD), Property Man-
agement, and Public 
Facilities. He has also 
been tapped to lead the 
city’s efforts in the Green 
New Deal for BPS.

•The GMNC is in the 
process of spreading out 
the duties internally, 
Chair Fatima Ali Salaam 
said. As a result, each 
committee will have two 
co-chairs moving for-
ward, and the moderator 
of the monthly meetings 
will change up. This 
month, Board member 
Chad Fletcher led the 
charge in co-hosting the 
meeting with Ali Salaam 
and collected strong 
reviews.

•The GMNC Zoning 
Committee approved 
three development pro-
posals from DVM Con-
sulting – city-owned va-
cant land developments 
that are part of the 

Blue Hill Avenue Action 
Plan efforts. Dariela 
Villon-Maga, of Matta-
pan, is proposing eight 
units on 1039 Blue Hill 
Ave./6 Fabyan St., 10 
units at 1015-1019 Blue 
Hill Ave., and 12 units 
at 1028-1044 Blue Hill 
Ave. The approval came 
with stipulations to move 
unwanted mature trees 
to other parts of Matta-
pan, and to get letters of 
support from abutters.

•The Ryan Playground 
Wading Pool meetings 
have begun with the new 
Task Force appointed 
by State Rep. Brandy 
Fluker Oakley. A public 
meeting is expected in 
March to present new 
ideas.

•Two new commit-
tees have formed in the 
GMNC, most interesting-
ly the BPS Committee to  
look at education issues. 
The chair of that panel is 
17-year-old BPS student 
Cisco Fernandez, and it’s 
co-chaired by BPS parent 
Meshell Whyte. Eight 
BPS students must be 
part of the committee 
for it to function, and 
the hope is to tackle real 
issues experienced in the 
schools by students and 
parents.

•The Mattapan Com-
munity Yard Sale has 
been solidified for April 
22 at the Mildred Ave-
nue School parking lot. 
Community members 
are invited to continue 
the planning process for 
the sale in the upcoming 
GMNC Community Ser-
vices meetings.

 Milton 617.696.8141
 Dorchester 617.506.7210
 Hingham 781.875.1913
 Easton/Brockton 508.559.5108
 North Attleboro 508.316.0559

BE EMPOWERED.

www.elliottphysicaltherapy.com
F A M I L Y  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

Enjoy The Outdoors This Spring
Our goal is to empower you to actively mange your pain without the

need for more costly, invasive & potentially harmful treatments

For Your Safety, We Now 
Offer Telehealth Physical 
Therapy via Computer,
Tablet or SmartPhone.

Entrepreneur points her efforts toward
Black ‘resiliency,’ strength of community

Dion Irish, the city’s chief of operations, said the city 
hasn’t done a good job of maintaining facilities, but 
is on the path to correct that long-standing problem.

Screen Shot

Sheena Collier, CEO and founder of Boston While 
Black, was the key speaker at the February Greater 
Mattapan Neighborhood Council (GMNC) meeting.

Screen Shot
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DUFFY
AsPhALt shiNgLes • RubbeR RooFiNg

• coPPeR woRK • sLAte • gutteRs  
• chimNeYs

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Snowplowing / Sanding / Salting
Driveways and Parking Lots
Bobcat and Loader Services

Roof Shoveling
Fully insured  

617 825 0592

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL -  TODDLER  

7:30-5:30

617-265-2665
email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester   Lic. #291031

   HANDY HANDS
       MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES

                     Telephone: 857-800-2333 24 HOUR 24 HOUR 
VOICEMAILVOICEMAIL

Free Estimates
• Friendly Service

We aim to work within your budget
No job too small

                  WINTER SERVICES
Light Bulb Replacement
Minor Interior Painting
Minor Plumbing
Minor Inerior Carpentry
Minor Assembly Work
Odd Jobs
Electrical Work by Referral
Door Lock or Handle Replacement
Minor Furniture & Household Rearrangement Assistance

State Inspection  | Brakes | Alignment  |  Exhaust  |  Suspension    
Engines  |  Tires  |  Electrical and Electronic Diagnostics

HANNIBAL 
Auto 
Repair

2 LOCATIONS

21 Victory Rd.   |  617-825-1325
321 Adams St.  |  617-436-8828

HannibalAuto@hotmail.com

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
BY A PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

Docket No. SU20P0017EA
ESTATE OF:

RUPERT BESLEY 
Date of Death: 05/04/2017

To all interested persons:
A Petition For Sale of Real Estate has 

been filed by: William F. Spallina of Boston, 
MA requesting that the court authorize 
the Personal Representative to sell the 
decedent’s real estate at a private sale.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/15/2023.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: February 08, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 16, 2023

LEGAL NOTICE

It’s debate time as Wu puts her rent control plan up for discussion
(Continued from page 1)

Virtual Public Meeting

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3jXDWsX
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 809 1264

March 2, 2023
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

150 Centre Street

Project Proponent:
Trinity Financial

Project Description:
Trinity Financial Development proposes to develop a 4 story 
building totaling 68,400 square feet in gross floor area. The 
project proposes to include 74 units and 39 parking spaces. 

The proponent is committed to 45 units being made 
affordable at 30%, 60% and 80% AMI.

mail to:    Camille Platt
        Boston Planning & Development Agency
        One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
        Boston, MA 02201
phone:     617.918.4362
email:      camille.platt@boston.gov
website:  www.bit.ly/bostonplans-150CentreSt

Close of Comment Period:
3/4/2023

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Owner-occupied homes 
with six units or fewer 
would be exempt from 
the new regulations.

The proposal also states 
that tenants can only be 
evicted for reasons such 
as failing to pay rent, 
“substantial” lease vio-

lations, or using the unit 
for something illegal.

Massachusetts vot-
ers banned rent control 
through a 1994 ballot 

question, though just 
Boston, Brookline, and 
Cambridge had the policy 
in place at the time, and 
a majority of voters in 
each community wanted 
to keep it.

Supporters say rent 
control is needed as high 
costs are pushing people 
out of Boston, while op-
ponents say the proposal 

would worsen a housing 
crisis and disincentiv-
ize construction of new 
units.

On the 2021 mayoral 
campaign trail, Wu tout-
ed herself as the only 
candidate who supported 
a return to rent con-
trol. And polling found 
that the issue is popular 
among Boston’s voters. 
More than three-quar-
ters said they support 
rent control in a survey 
conducted by MassINC 
Polling Group for the 
Dorchester Reporter, 
WBUR, and the Boston 
Foundation.

The popularity among 
Boston voters may re-
shape Wu’s proposal as it 
wends its way through the 
13-member City Council, 
which has demonstrated 
a more liberal lean in 
the last few years. Tania 
Fernandes Anderson, 
who represents Rox-
bury-based District 7, 
said Wu’s proposal didn’t 
go far enough when 
the mayor first floated 
it weeks earlier. “For 
one thing, all buildings 
newer than 15 years old 
are exempt, and we have 
built a lot over that time. 
This favors high end 
developers, who have 

constructed many luxury 
apartments over those 
15 years,” she said on 
Twitter. “Additionally, al-
lowing landlords to raise 
the rent 10 percent a year 
in a city that ALREADY 
has the 2nd most expen-
sive rents in the country 
is not a sustainable form 
of rent control.”

Some councillors might 
push a smaller allow-
able percentage increase. 
But others say they’re 
opposed to rent con-
trol. Frank Baker, the 
Dorchester-based Dis-
trict 3 councillor and a 
landlord, said, “I think 
it’s a wrong-way signal 
we would send to busi-
ness.”

Referring to Wu, Baker 
said, “She’s looking to 
craft it so it isn’t as dam-
aging, but I still think 
just the fact that we in 
government are trying 
to go in and tell people 
what they can charge for 
rent…I just think it’s the 
wrong direction for the 
city to be going into.”

Wu told GBH’s “Bos-
ton Public Radio” on 
Tuesday that she has had 
initial conversations with 
the council about her pro-
posal, which she said is 
seeking to thread a “very 
specific needle. We need 
to have more affordable 
housing available and we 
need to protect people in 
their homes today,” she 
said.

Asked by host Jim 
Braude if she was confi-
dent that she had enough 
votes for rent control to 
pass, the mayor said, 
“I’m confident that this 
is a proposal that meets 
every criteria that we set 
out to meet.”

Material from State 
House News Service was 
used in this report.

ST. JUDE’S NOVENA
May the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 
and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus pray for us, St. 
Jude, Worker of Miracles, 
pray for us. St. Jude 
Helper of the Hopeless, 
pray for us.

Say this prayer 9 times 
a day. By the 8th day your 
prayer will be answered. 
It has never been known 
to fail. Publication must 
be promised. My prayers 
have been answered.

C.E.A.

ST. JUDE’S NOVENA
May the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 
and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus pray for us, St. 
Jude, Worker of Miracles, 
pray for us. St. Jude 
Helper of the Hopeless, 
pray for us.

Say this prayer 9 times 
a day. By the 8th day your 
prayer will be answered. 
It has never been known 
to fail. Publication must 
be promised. My prayers 
have been answered.

D.J.R.
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TAX CLINICS
FREE TAX PREPARATION

WHO:
BOSTON RESIDENTS 

WHO WORKED IN 
2022 AND QUALIFY 

FINANCIALLY

WHAT:
GET YOUR  

TAXES PREPARED 
AND FILED  
FOR FREE

WHERE:
450 WASHINGTON 
ST. NEXT TO THE 

DAILY TABLE

WHY:
ENSURE THAT YOU GET 
THE EARNED INCOME 
TAX CREDIT. MONEY  
IN YOUR POCKET!

HOW: DROP BY ANY TIME THE CLINIC IS OPEN. WALK-INS WELCOME!

QUESTIONS? CALL 617-822-8182 FOR MORE INFORMATION

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG

WHEN:
MONDAYS  

4 PM – 8 PM  
TUESDAYS  
4 PM – 8 PM

SATURDAYS  
9 AM – 1 PM 

RUNS THROUGH TAX SEASON

After celebrating Red Sox Foundation’s 20th,
Dot’s Salwasser tees up nonprofit’s new year

By GintautaS DumciuS
manaGinG eDitor
Bekah Salwasser, ex-

ecutive vice president of 
the Red Sox Foundation, 
which she joined as its ex-
ecutive director in 2018, 
says the goal of 2023 is 
similar to 2022: Keep 
hitting it out of the park.

Last year, the public 
charity, which is powered 
through the legions of 
Fenway Park fans known 
as “Red Sox Nation,” 
celebrated its twentieth 
anniversary. 

By the numbers, twen-
ty years of the foundation 
have resulted in 1,500 
scholarships for students 
entering college; 325 
Boston Public Schools 
students who received 
support from the “Red 
Sox Scholars” tutoring 
and mentoring program; 
5,000 grants to nonprofit 
organizations; support 
for 30,000 veterans and 
family members through 
the “Home Base” pro-
gram; assistance for more 
than 20,000 state resi-
dents every year at the 
Dimock Center; and ac-
cess to clinics, equipment 
and organized games for 
coaches and youth soft-
ball and baseball players.

Those all fall into three 
buckets for the founda-
tion: health, education, 
and recreation. “Red Sox 
Scholars,” in particular, 

is a program that has 
been replicated across 
Major League Baseball. 
The program includes a 
$10,000 scholarship in 
addition to a mentoring 
network. “We’re in the 
process of soliciting a new 
cohort,” Salwasser said.

The foundation pri-
oritizes three core part-
ners: The Jimmy Fund, 
which focuses on cancer 
research and care; the Di-
mock Center, where Red 
Sox employees donate 
food and help with clean-
ups, and the Home Base 
program, which holds 
its largest fundraiser at 
Fenway Park every year.

“Whatever’s left over 
after we fund our people, 
programs, and partners, 
we’re able to give away to 
nonprofits that are also 
working in health, edu-
cation, and recreation,” 
she said.

A Cambridge native 
who graduated from 
Buckingham Browne & 
Nichols, Salwasser got 
her start in the nonprofit 
world as executive direc-
tor of the Charlestown 
Lacrosse and Learning 
Center. She also played 
sports professionally in 
2003, when she was a 
player on the Boston 
Breakers, the women’s 
soccer team.

She moved to Dorches-
ter ten years ago, and 

lives there with her hus-
band Zac and their three 
children. “For me, living 
in Dorchester is import-
ant for my work because 
it grounds me in the 
community for whom 
we dedicate a lot of our 
resources,” she said.

She and her husband, 
who came from Los Ange-
les, both wanted to be in 
an urban neighborhood. 
“We really loved the idea 
of being able to walk to 
restaurants, walk to com-
merce, walk to the train 
station, walk to nature,” 
she said. “Dorchester 
is one of those unique 

neighborhoods that of-
fers all of that.”

Salwasser pointed to 
Carson Beach, corner 
stores, and tucked-away 
restaurants. “People 
don’t recognize how big 
Dorchester is,” she said, 
adding that its proximity 
to Fenway Park is a plus. 
“I’m privileged to be just 
a few miles away.”

She recalls house hunt-
ing in multiple neighbor-
hoods. “What ultimately 
landed us here was the 
house that we found,” 
she said, referring to a 
single-family Colonial 
home in Uphams Corner, 

across the street from 
three-deckers, the icon-
ic Dorchester housing 
stock.

Salwasser has also 
worked for the Bos-
ton Celtics Shamrock 
Foundation, as well as 
the Celtics themselves 
as their community re-
lations director. She is 
also a founding member 
of the New Common-
wealth Racial Equity and 
Social Justice Fund, the 
creation of 19 Black and 
Brown executives who 
are seeking to eliminate 
systemic racism in Mas-
sachusetts.

“For me, sport has 
always been a vehicle 
for success,” she said. 
Nonprofits that have lev-
eraged sports as a carrot 
for academic success were 
always of interest to her.

“I want to pay it for-
ward to as many young 
people as possible,” she 
said. “It’s always going 
to be a part of my world 
no matter where I live.”

A Community Outreach Program  
of Sportsmen’s Tennis & Enrichment Center

950 Blue Hill Avenue, Dorchester, MA 
617.288.9092  www.sportsmenstennis.org

Tennis, Pizza  
& Lots of Fun!

Join us at Sportsmen’s Tennis & Enrichment Center  
along with The Boston Police Department as they 
present FREE FUN & FITNESS for youth ages 8 - 16. 

Friday Nights 6:00 - 8:00pm at Sportmen’s

PLUS  
a RAFFLE  
for ALL to 

enter!

Bekah Salwasser
Red Sox Foundation photo
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NEW 2022 RAM 1500 BIG HORN 
CREW CAB 4X4 HEMI V8

$49,248
Quirk 
Price

NEW 2023 JEEP WRANGLER 4XE

$59,998Quirk 
Price

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 36 MOS.*

    $379

$61,998 MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 48 MOS.*

    $599Quirk 
Price

NEW 2023 JEEP WAGONEER 4x4
MSRP........ .........

$64,640
CONQUEST .........................-2,000
SAVE UP  TO .......................-2,642

Quirk 
Price

NEW 2023 JEEP GRAND 
CHEROKEE LIMITED 4XE

MSRP. ............. $64,450
REBATE ............... -2,000

LEASE LOYALTY.... -2,000

$45,998

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 24 MOS.*

    $299

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 39 MOS.*

NEW 2022 DODGE DURANGO GT PLUS AWD
MSRP....... ........

$54,425
REBATE ................. -3,500
LEASE LOYALTY ...................-500
QUIRK DISCOUNT.... ..... -1,427     $309

    $419$48,998Quirk 
Price

SAVE UP TO ...............$8,127

Quirk Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Boston   (857) 309-7600 40 Hallet St., Dorchester, MA

*Lease Loyalty: Must be returning Chrysler lessee. Conquest Lease Assist. available to current lessees of competitive non-Chrysler vehicles. See dealer for details. All lessees: $3995 down, 10K miles/yr. Tax, title, acq., sec. reg & doc. additional. Extra charges may apply at 
lease end. “Promaster Conquest: must own a comparable comm. vehicle ask for details. Approved credit. Finance Bonus requires finance w/ Chrysler Capital. Conquest Bonus avail. to Silverado & Sierra owners, no trade required. To qualify for snow plow rebate customers 
must be a business owner. All transactions must be completed at time of sale. Must finance with dealer. Subject to program change without notice. Sale ends 2/28/23 0% AVAILABLE IN LIEU OF THE REBATE AND SUBJECT TO BANK APPROVAL.

QUIRK SERVICE CENTER

• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS • EARLY BIRD HOURS
• FREE ESTIMATES • STATE INSPECTION

$59.95 FULL-SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
SERVICE UP TO 5 QTS. 
INCLUDES TOP OFF FLUIDS, SET TIRE PRESSURE
& COMPLIMENTARY MULTI-POINT INSPECTION.

SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI: 7 A.M. - 6 P.M.       SAT: 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.          SUN: CLOSED

$67,998Quirk 
Price

NEW 2022 JEEP COMPASS TRAILHAWK 4X4
MSRP........ .....

$36,150

REBATES........................-2,000
LEASE LOYALTY ...............-500

$32,498
Quirk 
Price

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

    $169
SAVE UP TO...........

$3,652

NEW 2022 RAM 2500 LARAMIE 
CREW CAB 4x4 6.4L V8 HEMI         

MSRP ..............
$74,870

REBATE.......................-2,000
COMMERCIAL 

DISCOUNT ....................-500
QUIRK DISCOUNT ...

$4,372
$58,998Quirk 

PriceSAVE UP TO ............
$6,870

MSRP....... .......
$61,890

QUIRK DISCOUNT....-1,892

MSRP....... ...............$57,375
REBATE .......................-3,750
LEASE LOYALTY ...............-2,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT.... ..........-2,377

SAVE UP TO ......... $1,892
SAVE UP TO .......

$5,427 MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 39 MOS.*

    $279
    $389

SAVE UP TO ............
$5,452

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 48 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 48 MOS.*

    $749
    $849

NEW 2023 JEEP GLADIATOR WILLYS 4x4
MSRP........ ....

$47,705
REBATE.........................-1,707
SAVE UP  TO ...............-1,707

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 42 MOS.*

    $459

NEW 2022 RAM 1500 LONGHORN 
CREW CAB 4x4 V8
MSRP........ .........

$78,540
QUIRK DISCOUNT ...........-5,542
SAVE UP  TO .......................-5,542
Quirk 
Price

$72,998
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Upham’s Community Care 

We’re hiring for all positions!
Join our team and support health care access in our community.

formerly Upham’s Corner Health Center

                                       Upham’s Community Care
Serving the community since 1971

Careers.Uphams.org
617-287-8000

Languages spoken in Upham’s services:  
English, Spanish, Portuguese, Cape Verdean Creole, Haitian Creole, and Vietnamese.

W E L C W

\

CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Member Taryn D. named 
Bruins Kid Captain at Saturday’s 
Game: Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester was excited to have the 
opportunity to invite member Taryn D. 
to be the “Kid Captain” at the Boston 
Bruins game this past Saturday. Taryn, 
who also participates in the Dorchester 
Youth Hockey program, received new 
equipment, a Bruins team jersey with 
her name on it, had special access to 
watch warm-ups, met the players and 
was introduced to the game crowd 
at TD Garden to skate out with the 
starters for the National Anthem. 

Our thanks to the Boston Bruins for 
making this special occasion possible 
and for your ongoing partnership with 
BGCD. 

For more information on partnerships, 
please contact Mike Joyce at mjoyce@
bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Power Forward Program 
Hosts Career Cafe Kick Off Event 
for Teens: BGCD’s Power Forward 
program held their kick off event for 
the Career Cafe series. The workshop 
included a speaking program from a 
trio of Club Alumni who spoke on their 
journey from High School to College to 
the workforce and the many changes 
that occurred on that road to where 
they are today. 

Upcoming events include College 
Tours to Benjamin Franklin Cummings 
Institute (2/22) and the Harvard 
School of Public Health (2/24) as 
well as a “What the heck is BioTech” 
session with Ross Marshall, Senior 
Director of Community Engagement 
from Massachusetts BioEd on 2/28. 

For more information, please 
contact Tricia Chapple at pchapple@
bgcdorchester.org. 

DID YOU KNOW: 
BGCD FitDot Program, Sponsored 
by New Balance Foundation, 
Hosts Run & Walk Competition: 
With Winter upon us, Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Dorchester’s FitDot program, 
sponsored in part by the New Balance 
Foundation, is currently hosting a 
Running/Walking Competition utilizing 
the Gym and Planet Fitness Center. 
100+ members have been tracking 
their walking and running steps as part 
of the competition. Our top 3 members 
have all reached over 20+ miles each!
At the conclusion of the program, the 
top members will receive prizes for 
their hard work. 

Thanks to our friends at The New 
Balance Foundation for their support. 

For more information, please 
contact VP of Programming, 
Brendan McDonald at bmcdonald@
bgcdorchester.org.

BGCD Member Taryn D. named Bruins Kid Captain at Saturday’s Game: 
See details below.

BGCD Power Forward Program Hosts Career Cafe Kick Off Event for 
Teens: See details below. 

                       BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER      

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Outer Space Dance Party
February 17

February School Vacation
February 21 - 24

*Pre-registration required

Franklin Cummings Institue 
College Visit
February 22

Black History Living Museum
February 23

Harvard School of Public Health
College Visit
February 24
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circle involved a four-way 
intersection with traffic 
signals that was pitched 
by the backers of Boston 
2024, a business-backed 
effort to bring the Olym-
pics to the region that 
collapsed in 2015.

Monday night’s meet-
ing on Bay City’s trans-

portation proposals was 
the last public gathering 
on the project. The de-
velopers have said they 
hope to get before the 
Boston Planning and 
Development Agency’s 
board by this summer, 
and for construction to 
start next year.

Galvin said that Accor-

dia’s aim is two-fold: Fun-
nel money and energy 
toward building out the 
area, but in addition be 
the “squeaky wheel” that 
pushes transportation 
improvements to the fin-
ish line. Morrissey Bou-
levard, prone to flooding 
during high tides as rising 
sea levels hit the city, is 

expected to get an over-
due makeover with city 
and state officials seeking 
consensus on the best 
fixes for Morrissey and 
“K Circle,” shorthand 
for the rotary named for 
the military hero Tadeusz 
Kosciuszko (pronounced 
koh-shuz-ko).

Dorchester Bay City 

also envisions changes to 
Mount Vernon Street on 
Columbia Point to make 
it more friendly to pe-
destrians and bicyclists. 
People leaving JFK/UMa-
ss MBTA Station by foot 
currently must cross up 
to seven lanes of traffic to 
get to the former Bayside 
Expo Center site, now a 

vast parking lot that Bay 
City developers hopes to 
build on.

The first phase of the 
project calls for $19 mil-
lion to be spent on de-
signing, permitting, and 
reconstructing Mount 
Vernon Street, making 
safety and operational 

Bay City planners weigh K-Circle’s demise

(Continued from page 1)

►►►

► Frank
Bowling’s
Americas

► Through 4/9/23
► Tickets and info at mfa.org

Generously supported by the Abrams Foundation and the Carl and Ruth Shapiro Family Foundation. Frank Bowling, Middle Passage (detail), 1970. Synthetic polymer paint, silkscreen ink, spray paint, wax crayon, and graphite on canvas. 
Menil Collection, Houston. Image by Adam Neese. © Frank Bowling. All rights reserved, DACS, London & ARS, New York 2022.

The developers behind the Dorchester Bay City project offered renderings that eliminated the rotary known as “K Circle.” They caution it’s just one concept, 
and the power lies with city and state officials on what it will ultimately look like.  Accordia Partners image

(Continued next page)
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BPDA Income Restricted Rental Opportunity

1463 Dorchester Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02122
29 Income-Restricted Units

# of
Units

# of
Bedrooms

Estimated
Square

Footage

Rent Maximum
Income Limit

# of units built out for
mobility impairment

and deaf/hard of
hearing

# of units built
out for deaf/hard

of hearing

3 Studio 400sf $1,130* 70% AMI 1 -
1 Studio 400sf $1,850* 80% AMI - 1
17 Studio 400sf $1,775 90% AMI 1 -
1 1 450sf $1,326* 70% AMI - -
1 1 450sf $2,000* 80% AMI - -
6 1 450sf $1,900 90% AMI 1 -

*Rents will be reduced by the electricity utility allowance with tenant payment.  For more information on the utility
allowance, contact us at the phone number listed below.

Minimum Incomes
(set by owner + based on # of bedrooms + Area 

Median Income (AMI))

Maximum Incomes
(set by BPDA & MassHousing + based on household size

+ Area Median Income (AMI))

# of
bedrooms 70% AMI 80% AMI 90% AMI Household

size 70% AMI 80% AMI 90% AMI

Studio $27,120 $44,400 $42,600 1 $68,750 $78,600 $88,400

2 $78,550 $89,800 $101,0001BR $31,824 $48,000 $45,600

Applications are available during the application period for 42 days, from Friday, February 17, 2023, through 
Friday, March 31, 2023. To request an online application visit http://www.dotcrossingbos.com/lottery or to have 
one sent by USPS mail, call 617-209-9126.

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to make the
in-person application distribution optional. If you cannot complete the application online, please call us at 
617-209-9126, to request an application be mailed to you. DVM Consulting is available to provide applicants 
with support and/or guidance needed to complete the application. 

Two (2) virtual informational meetings will take place on
Wednesday, February 22, 2023, from 5�30 PM to 7�00 PM and
Saturday, March 18, 2023, from 12�00 PM to 1�30 PM through the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89404407209
Zoom Dial-In #: (305) 224-1968 and Meeting ID: 894 0440 7209

DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than Friday, March 31, 2023. 
Mailed to: DVM Consulting, 35 Batchelder St, Roxbury, MA 02119.

● Selection by Lottery.
● Asset & Use Restrictions apply.
● Preferences Apply.

For more information, language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities, please call 
(617) 209-9126 or email live@dotcrossingbos.com.

Equal Housing Opportunity

City of Somerville Income Restricted Home Ownership Opportunity 
The Post 

124 Highland Avenue 
Somerville, MA 02124 

www.ThePostLottery.com  
 

 
 

Maximum Income Limits 
(set by the HUD + based on Household Size + AMI) 

 
Household Size 80% AMI 80%-110% AMI 

1 $78,300  $78,301 - $107,954  

2 $89,500  $89,501 - $123,376  

3 $100,700  $100,701 - $138,798  

4 $111,850  $111,851 - $154,220  

5 $120,800  $120,801 - $166,558  

6 $129,750  $129,751 - $178,895  

* 2022 Area Median Incomes for the Boston, Cambridge, Quincy, MA-NH MSA.  
 

Asset Limit: $75,000 
 

Applications are available during the application period, from  
January 11th, 2023 through February 24th, 2023. 

 
To complete an online application, visit: www.ThePostLottery.com.  

Three (3) Inclusionary Homeownership Unit for Sale 

Unit 
# Unit Size 

Approx. SF 
(Square 

Feet) 
AMI Purchase 

Price 

Minimum 
Downpayment 

(3%) 

Estimated 
Monthly 

Condo Fee* 
& Taxes** 

Minimum 
Household  

Size 

301 1 Bedroom 
+ Study 806 80% $192,438 $5,773 $71 / $146 1 

105 2 Bedroom 1212 80% $214,894 $6,647 $79 / $165 2 

203 2 Bedroom 917 81%- 
110% $312,831 $9,385 $115 / $238 2 

To have a hard copy of the application mailed to you, please email ThePost@MaloneyProperties.com 
or call (617) 639-3064 Ext 760 

Applications will also be able to pick up an application at the Somerville City Hall Annex, 50 
Evergreen Avenue, Somerville, MA 02145 

 
 

Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than February 
24h, 2023 

 
Mailed to:  

Maloney Properties, Inc.  
Attn: The Post Lottery 

27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 02481 
 

● Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply. 
● Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom. 

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable 
accommodations, please call (617) 639-3064 Ext 760 | US Relay 711 or email 
ThePost@MaloneyProperties.com 

 

     Equal Housing Opportunity  
 
 

 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P0216EA

ESTATE OF:
FLORENCE L. HAGERTY

a/k/a: FLORENCE HAGERTY
DATE OF DEATH: 05/07/2019

To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Late and Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has been filed by Fran-
cine Pistorino of Harwichport, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. The Petitioner requests that: 
Francine Pistorino of Harwich Port, MA  be 
appointed as Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/17/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: February 03, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 16, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P0198EA

ESTATE OF:
RICHARD REAVEY

DATE OF DEATH: 11/29/2022
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Albert P. Reavey of Weymouth, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. The Petitioner 
requests that: Albert P. Reavey of Weymouth, 
MA  be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/15/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: February 09, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 16, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P0230EA

ESTATE OF:
WILLIAM HENRY BEHAN, JR.
DATE OF DEATH: 12/09/2022

To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Gemma Behan of South 
Yarmouth, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: Gemma Behan 
of South Yarmouth, MA  be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/20/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: February 07, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 16, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P0301EA

ESTATE OF:
LUCILLE L. OSBORN

DATE OF DEATH: 02/14/2020
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Debra M. Hollaway of  
Boston, Ma and Lawrence M. Osborn of 
Boston, MA requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. The 
Petitioner requests that: Debra M. Hollaway 
of Dorchester, MA  and Lawrence M. Osborn 
of Dorchester, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 03/21/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: February 10, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 16, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P0230EA

ESTATE OF:
WILLIAM HENRY BEHAN, JR.
a/k/a: WILLIAM H. BEHAN, JR.
DATE OF DEATH: 12/09/2022

To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for S/A - Formal Adjudication 
of Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Christine 
R. Behan of Middleboro, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested in 
the Petition. The Petitioner requests that: 
Christine R. Behan of Middleboro, MA  be 
appointed as Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve With Personal Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/24/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: February 10, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 16, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU23P0251EA

ESTATE OF:
NORMAN A. SMITH, SR.

DATE OF DEATH: 01/23/2023
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Adjudication of In-
testacy and has been filed by Shauna-Lee 
Smith of Dorchester, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested in 
the Petition. The Petitioner requests that: 
Shauna-Lee Smith of Dorchester, MA  be 
appointed as Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve With Corporate Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/14/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: February 10, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: February 16, 2023

LEGAL NOTICES

improvements to Colum-
bia Road and K Circle.

The dollars would be 
part of an overall $36.8 
million that Bay City 
developers say is tar-
geted for transportation 
improvements in the 
area. The rest would go 
toward bike-sharing and 

MBTA upgrades, as well 
as a “bank” that would 
include mitigation funds 
from other development 
projects in the area. 

The project singles out 
$5 million for the “ad-
vancement of the design 
and permitting of the ren-
ovation” at JFK/UMass 

Station, which has seen 
structural issues that the 
public transit agency has 
scrambled to fix.

Bay City is one of sev-
eral developments in the 
pipeline for the Morrissey 
Boulevard corridor. Res-
idential and commercial 
space has been proposed 

for the parcels (35-75 
Morrissey) located be-
tween JFK/UMass and 

the former Boston Globe 
headquarters, which has 
been converted into space 

for a fitness apparel com-
pany and biotechnology 
firms.
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BALASALLE, Mary 
Ellen, 76, of Dorchester. 
Daughter of the late Mary 
and Edward Russell.  She 
is survived by her hus-
band, Charles “Stratty’’ 
Balasalle, son James Bal-
asalle (Aileen) of Colorado, 
daughter Julie Balasalle 
(Ian) of Nova Scotia, 1 
granddaughter, brother 
Edward Russell (Noelle) 
of Hingham. She is pre-
deceased by her parents, 
sister Joan Murdock, 
nephew Scott Murdock, 
and her mother and father 
in law, Lillian and Michael 
Balasalle. The family 
gratefully requests dona-
tions be made in tribute 
to Mary Ellen to CurePSP, 
an organization devoted to 
finding a cure for rare neu-
rodegenerative diseases. 

BENNETT, John M., 
56, of Dorchester. Son of 
Julie (Adams) and John 
Bennett. His is survived 
by his wife Mary (Dunner) 
Bennett; his children Jaz-
zlynn and Matthew Ben-
nett. His daughter-in-law 
Shayla Fitts; his parents; 
his brothers Exlus and 
Syr Ivan Bennett; and 
his 3 grandchildren. He 
was precedeceased by his 
brother Gerroll Bennett. 

CUNNINGHAM, Te-
resa E. (Rosemond), 
95, of Milton, formerly of 
Dorchester. She was a vol-
unteer at Carney Hospital 
and Milton Hospital. She 
was the wife of the late 
Donald J. Cunningham. 
Mother of Thomas E. 
Cunningham of Millis, 
Claire E. Cunningham of 
VA, John J. Cunningham 
of Brookline, Marie C. 
Cunningham of Rockland, 
and Edward M. Cunning-
ham of Avon.  Sister of the 
late Anne Murphy and the 
late Francis Rosemond.  
Teresa is also survived by 
11 grandchildren and 1 
great grandchild.  

DEVLIN, Arthur J., 
78, in Raymond, NH, for-
merly of Dorchester. Son 
of Archibald J. Devlin and 
Dorothy (McDonough) 
Devlin. US Navy vet-
eran. He is survived by 
three daughters, Jennie 
Devlin, Casey Devlin, 
Emily Devlin; three grand-
children; sister, Doro-
thy O’Callaghan; lifelong 
friend, Joseph Butler. 
Donations in his memory 
may be made to NH SPCA, 
PO Box 196, Stratham, 
NH 03885 or to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hos-
pital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105.

FORTUNE, Mark E., 
58, of Quincy, formerly 
of Dorchester. Son of the 
late Arthur E. and Yvonne 
M. (Carpenter) Fortune. 
Brother of Monica A. 
Fortune and her longtime 
partner, John P. Murphy, 
Jr. of Braintree. Dona-
tions in Mark’s memory 
may be made to Father 
Bill’s & MainSpring, 430 
Belmont Street, Brockton, 
MA 02301.

G E O R G E ,  M a r y 
Frances (O’Leary), of 
Dorchester. Wife of the 
late Stephen R. George.  
Mother of Stephen of 
Dorchester, Kevin and his 
wife Paula of Dorchester, 
Paula and her husband 
Daniel Maguire of Brain-
tree, Diane and her hus-
band Michael Kenneally 
of South Boston, David 
and his wife Marian of 
Dorchester, and Douglas 
and his wife Annissa 
of Dorchester. Grand-
mother of 15. Sister of Sr. 
Catherine O’Leary, SCH; 
Pauline O’Leary (Jack); 
Jack O’Leary (Jane); and 
Paul O’Leary (Margie). 
Donations in memory 
of Mary Frances may be 
made to St. Margaret’s 
Church, 800 Columbia 
Road, Dorchester, MA 
02125.

HALEY,  Joseph F. 
‘Joe’, 80, of Provincetown 
and Florida, originally 
from Dorchester. Son to 
the late Francis G. and 
Florence (Rogers) Haley, 
the youngest of 9 sib-
lings, all of whom have 
predeceased him. Joe is 
survived by his husband 
of nearly 29 years, Eric 
Tingdahl; his dear friends, 
Hal Langell, Stephen 
Mastrorilli, Richard Olson 
and his husband Richard 
Smith. He is also survived 
by many nephews, nieces 
and great nephews and 
nieces,  and friends. Do-
nations may be made in 
Joe’s name to: Community 
Servings, 179 Amory St, 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
(servings.org) and Fenway 
Health, Development De-
partment, 1340 Boylston 
Street, Boston, MA 02215  
fenwayhealth.org

HICKEY, Alice D. 
(Molloy) of Quincy, 

formerly of Milton and 
Dorchester. Wife of the 
late James J. Hickey. 
Mother of James J. Hick-
ey and his wife, Judith of 
Braintree, Alice M. Hickey 
of East Dennis, and the 
late Patricia A. Parrino 
and her surviving hus-
band, Dr. Thomas Parrino 
of Duxbury. Grandmother 
of 3. Great-grandmother 
of 4. Sister of the late 
Thomas Molloy, John Mol-
loy, Mary Molloy, Martin 
Joseph Molloy, and Robert 
Molloy. Alice was a nurse 
anesthetist at Carney Hos-
pital Dorchester for many 
years. Donations in Alice’s 
memory may be made to 
Perkins School for the 
Blind, 175 North Beacon 
Street, Watertown, MA 
02472 or perkins.org

LAWRENCE, Tyler 
Jacoby of Norwood. Son 
of Remy E. Lawrence of 
Norwood and Anthony 
Taylor of Hyde Park. 
Grandson of Stanley and 
Carol Lawrence of Matta-
pan and Deborah Majors of 
Hyde Park. He is survived 
by 3 brothers, 1 sister, ex-
tended family and a host 
of classmates, teachers, 
mentors, and friends. 
Donations can be made 
in Tyler’s memory to the 
Paul Robeson Institute 
for Positive Self-Develop-
ment, cbmm.net/donate 
or No Books No Ball Bas-
ketball Program, 9 Rozella 
St., Dorchester, MA 02122.

McCARTHY, Robert 
J. “Bobby” of Tewksbury, 
formerly of Dorchester. 
Husband of the late Val-
erie Jean (nee Tolman). 
Father of Heather Mc-
Laughlin and her husband 
James III of Dorchester, 
and Marybeth Webb and 
her husband Christopher 
of Tewksbury. Grand-
father of 5. Brother of 
Catherine McCarthy, John 
McCarthy, Joseph McCa-
rthy, and James McCar-
thy and his wife Arlene. 
Brother-in-law of Janice 
Mann, Joanne Vroom, and 
the late Arlene Sheehan. 
Also survived by many 
loving nieces, nephews, 
and friends. US Navy 
veteran.  Please consider 
making a donation in 
memory of Robert to the 
Wounded Warrior Project. 
Interment private.

MONAHAN, Joseph 
Thomas Jr., formerly 
of Dorchester. Father of 
Courtney and Thomas 
Monahan. Grandfather of 
Joseph Monahan.

MONTEIRO, Hen-
rique Alves ,  80, of 
Dorchester.   Son of the 
late Jose Alves Monteiro 
and Margarida Alves. 
Husband of Maria Costa 
DePina. Father of Feliz-
berta Costa Monteiro, 
Ana Costa Monteiro, An-
tonio Costa Monteiro, 
Edite Costa Monteiro, 
Jose Costa Monteiro, 
Vanda Costa Landaverde, 
Luisa Pinto Monteiro, 
Antonio Gomes Monteiro, 
Homero Santos Monteiro, 
13 grandchildren and 6 
great-grandchildren. He 
is also survived by his sib-
lings Maria Agusta Mon-
teiro, Maria L. DePina, 
Maria Antonia DaSilva, 
Maria Tomazia DaSil-
va, Irlanda Rodrigues 
Monteiro, Gilberto Alves 
Monteiro. 

O’CONNOR, Pamela 
K. “Pam” (Pizer), 65 
of Newton. Mother of 
Bryan O’Connor and his 
wife Caitlin of Dorchester 
and Brendan O’Connor 
and his wife Heather of 
Falmouth. Daughter of 
the late Abraham and 
Joan (Gans) Pizer. Sister 
of Cheryl Preston and 
her husband Roger of 
Amesbury. Grandmother 
of 5. Longtime partner of 
Jimmy Walsh of Medford. 
Donations in memory of 
Pamela may be made to 
the American Cancer So-
ciety, P.O. 1120, Framing-
ham, MA 0170, cancer.org

SQUIRE, Mary T. 
(Townsend) ,  89, of 
Weymouth, formerly of 
Dorchester. Daughter to 
the late Francis and Kath-
erine Townsend. Sister of 
the late Francis Townsend 
and Anne Curley. Wife of 
the late John Squire. Mary 
is survived by her chil-
dren, Christopher Squire 
(Cindy) of Woonsocket, RI; 
Jonathan Squire (Linda) 
of Louisville, KY; Eric 
Squire of Owensboro, KY; 
Maura Squire of Boston, 
MA; Deirdre Cunningham 
(Tom) of Malden, MA; and 
Patrick Squire (Anna) of 
Allen, TX. Her cherished 

Grandmother of 9,  and the 
late Johnny and Spencer. 
Great-granddmother of 1. 
Please consider a donation 
in memory of Mary to The 
Johnny Squire Founda-
tion or Spencer Squire 
Charities. 

STEARNS, Richard 
A., 80,  of Readville, 
MA, formerly of Dorches-
ter. Husband of the late 
Elaine J. Stearns. Father 
of Michelle and Janine. 
Grandfather of 3. Brother 
of the late Stanley Stearns, 
and wife, Sarah, Robert 
Stearns, and Peggy; and 
former wife, the late Pa-
tricia Stearns and Marie 
Sanchez. Uncle to many 
nieces and nephews. Do-
nations can be made to 
The Michael J. Fox Foun-
dation for Parkinson’s 
Research.

WATTS, Jacqueline 
L. (Downey), of Dorches-
ter, formerly of South 
Boston. Mother of Robert 
Watts of Dorchester and 
Shannon Watts of Wey-
mouth. Sister of the late 
Robert Mayhew of Milton 
and the late Patricia Fagan 
of Pensacola, FL. Daugh-
ter of the late John E. and 
Lillian Downey of South 
Boston.

ZAREMSKI, Marga-
ret M., 90, originally from 
Lynn. Daughter to the late 
Catherine (Campbell) and 
Peter Nolan. Wwife of the 
late Walter B. Zaremski. 
Mother of James Zarems-
ki, Margaret Ann Turner 
and Christina Zaremski. 
Sister of Catherine John-
son. She is also survived by 
her grandchildren: Brian 
Turner, Kayla Skillin, 
Krista Zaremski, Kelly 
Monday, Paul Turner, Jack 
Zaremski, (1) great-grand-
son and a host of extended 
family and friends. Please 
make donations to: Special 
Athletes of Dorchester, c/o 
Cathy Cormican at 569 
Gallivan Blvd., Dorches-
ter, MA 02124.

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN
15 Broad Street, Ste. 800

Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office for information on the cost of 
burial needs, memorial benches and memorial 
trees.
The Cemetery office is open Monday – Friday  
8:00 to 4:00, and Saturday 8:00 to noon. The 
Cemetery grounds are open year round 7:00 am 
to sunset – weather permitting.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

RECENT OBITUARIES
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DotHouse Health  
1353 Dorchester Avenue  
Dorchester, MA, 02122 
617-288-3230 
www.DotHouseHealth.org

Call Us Today!   
- Adult Medicine  
- Behavioral Health  
- Pediatrics  
- Urgent Care  
- Women’s Health  
- Dental Care  
- Vision  
- Case Management  
- Pool/ Swimming Lessons  
- & many other health  
and community 
services available  
at DotHouse Health  
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Get Internet Essentials Plus, a $29.95/mo. value, FREE when you qualify for and enroll in  
the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP). Apply today if you are eligible for programs  
such as SNAP, Medicaid, the National School Lunch Program, Federal Pell Grants and others. 

Go to xfinity.com/free to see if you qualify.

Every home 
deserves home 
internet.
The Affordable Connectivity  
Program could cover  
your costs. 

Equipment 
included 

at no 
extra cost 

No annual 
contract 

Unlimited 
 data

Internet Essentials Plus

  $2995 u $0  
When you qualify for and enroll in 

the Affordable Connectivity Program

 
per 
month

with  
ACP 
credit

1-855-863-2367 xfinity.com Visit a store today

Get FREE Xfinity Internet at home.

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Limited to Internet Essentials (“IE”) and Internet Essentials Plus residential customers 18 years of age or older meeting certain eligibility criteria. Comcast’s 
current rate is $29.95/month (subj. to change). If a customer is determined to be no longer eligible for the IE program, regular rates will apply to the selected internet service. Subject to Internet 
Essentials program terms and conditions. Professional install extra. Advertised price applies to a single outlet. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit xfinity.
com/networkmanagement. Affordable Connectivity Program: Only eligible households may enroll. Benefit is up to $30/month ($75/month in Tribal lands). After the conclusion of the Affordable 
Connectivity Program, you’ll be billed at Comcast’s standard monthly prices, including any applicable taxes, fees, and equipment charges. Once you have successfully enrolled, you will see the 
Affordable Connectivity Program credit toward your internet service. For complete details visit xfinity.com/acp. © 2023 Comcast. All rights reserved. FLY244409-0001
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