
By Katie trojano
reporter Staff

The candidates vy-
ing for the 12th Suf-
folk District Massachu-
setts House seat are 
experimenting with new 
methods of campaign-
ing across a difficult 
political landscape this 

summer as they host vir-
tual events, take part in 
online civic association 
meetings, and text and 
call constituents asking 
for their support.

There are two women 
and two men – Stepha-
nie Everett, Brandy 
Fluker-Oakley, Cam-

eron Charbonnier, and 
Jovan Lacet, all Demo-
crats – on the ballot in the 
Sept. 1 primary election 
to choose a successor 
to state Rep. Dan Cul-
linane, who announced 
earlier in the year that he 
would not seek another 
term in office. 

Fluker-Oakley, a for-
mer teacher and public 
defender in the Boston 
Municipal and Chel-
sea District Courts, 
said campaigning has 
“changed drastically in 
the last three months. 
What’s been really great 
is that we’re still run-

ning a strong grassroots 
campaign even during 
this environment, par-
ticularly with calling 
voters and our organiz-
ing outreach is all being 
done remotely.”

She notched an en-
dorsement last week 

By Katie Lannan 
State HouSe
newS Service

The Massachusetts 
Senate plans to vote this 
week on a wide-ranging 
police reform bill that 
would create a process 
for certifying and de-
certifying officers and 
impose new limits on the 
use of force, including a 
ban on chokeholds and 
restrictions on the use 
of tear gas.

The bill, outlined at a 
Monday morning press 
conference outside the 
State House, would also 
temporarily ban the 
use of facial recognition 
technology in Massachu-
setts, officially prohibit 
racial profiling, and in-
clude language aimed 
at expanding access to 
expungement for young 
adult offenses. In addi-
tion, it would strike the 
requirement that police 
officers be present in 
schools, leaving the deci-
sion instead to a super-
intendent’s discretion.

“Today’s bill repre-
sents the first step in 
rethinking what public 
safety should look like,” 
said Sen. Sonia Chang-
Diaz. “It prioritizes de-

escalation, prevention 
and care, and rejects — 
anywhere that it exists 
— a culture of aggressive 
force and impunity in 
law enforcement, and it 
begins to transfer power 
to the community.”

By Simón rioS, wBur
and tiBiSay Zea, eL pLaneta

Carolina lives in East Boston with her husband 
and four kids, the newest of whom was born at the 
start of the pandemic in March. 

The couple lost their cleaning jobs shortly after 
their baby’s birth, and the family has almost no 
income. Because Carolina and her husband are 
undocumented immigrants, the family can’t get the 
kind of federal benefits that have helped others in 
the state keep up with their rent.

We’ve agreed to use only Carolina’s first name 
because she and her family fear legal repercussions 
due to the couple’s immigration status.

“As a mother, I am very concerned about not hav-
ing money to pay the rent,” she said, looking worried 
as she sits on a couch in her living room. “My kids 
have watched me crying, and they’ve asked if we’ll 
have to live on the street.”

The family now owes $6,000 for three months in 
back rent, and their landlord has threatened to take 
legal action.
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Landlords and tenants are at odds, 
but agree on need for rent bailout

Senate police reform 
plan targets racism,
tactical approaches

For 12th Suffolk hopefuls, campaigning a moveable mode 

Carline Chery stands outside of the rental property 
that she owns on Capen Street in Dorchester. 

Jesse Costa/WBUR photo

By danieL SHeeHan
reporter Staff

For the first time since last fall, the Ashmont 
Farmers Market will be open for business in Ash-
mont-Peabody Square this Friday afternoon from 
3 to 7, providing residents the chance to buy fresh, 
locally-sourced produce, meats, and other foods. 

This summer’s market will look a little different 
due to COVID-related precautions, which will make 
for a more streamlined shopping experience, said 
Greater Ashmont Main Street executive director 
Jenn Cartee.

“We’re following CDC and Massachusetts De-
partment of Agriculture guidelines, so we’re only 
operating on preorder and grab and go,” she said. 
“All the produce will be pre-packaged, so there will 
be no browsing or ‘pick and choose’ sales like there 
have been in the past.”

As such, customers can either select pre-packaged 
products in person at the market or preorder online.

This week’s vendors will include the Boston Food 
Project, a nonprofit that provides fresh produce 
sourced from urban and suburban farms in and 

Streamlined for pandemic considerations,
Ashmont Farmers Market returns on Friday

The Ashmont Farmers Market, shown in a photo taken in 2019, re-opens for the summer season on Fri-
day, July 10 from 3 to 7 p.m.  Photo courtesy Greater Ashmont Main Street

(Continued on page 11)

Rep. Pressley:
‘Transit justice
is racial justice’

“As we work to stop 
this pandemic and funda-
mentally reimagine our 
criminal legal system, 
we must also demand 
changes that address the 
systemic inequities and 
injustices we encounter 
elsewhere in commu-
nity—such as those in 
transportation and hous-
ing.” See Page 9. Related 
story, Page 10.
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starting July 6, limits on 
indoor gatherings would 
rise to 25 and those out-
doors to 100.

The Walsh adminis-
tration did not give any 
rationale for the delay. 
When asked about his 
comfort level with re-
gard to the reopenings 
on July 13, the mayor 
said that Boston is in 
a “strong position,” but 
will continue to moni-
tor Covid-19 trends in 
partnership with state 
leadership and adjust 
accordingly. 

“I think that all of 
the information and 
data we’re looking at 
right now is moving in 
the right direction,” he 
said. “We’ve worked very 
closely with the governor 
… but I think that we’ve 
all acknowledged that if 
we see something going 
higher, we’ll take the ap-
propriate action.” 

He added: “We see 
here that people wearing 
masks is having a posi-
tive impact on keeping 
the rates down; Phase 3 

really depends on all of 
us being really respon-
sible.”

Sam Kennedy, presi-
dent and CEO of the Red 
Sox, said the team looks 
forward to giving Bosto-
nians a pleasant distrac-
tion at a time when it is 
most needed. The team 

plans an opening day 
later in July. A firm date 
has not yet been set.

Baker was asked when 
he thought fans might be 
allowed to watch their 
favorite sports teams in 
person. 

“I hesitate to speculate 
on things too far down 

the road,” he said. “We 
continue to learn about 
coronavirus, and because 
it’s a new virus… I try 
to say we make the best 
decisions we can based 
on the experts we talk 
to and the data we have 
at the time.” 
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Marcy Reed, president of National Grid Massachusetts, and her daughter 
Hailey (left) made a surprise visit to the Mary Ann Brett Food Pantry last 
week and gave a very generous donation. They are pictured here with Jim 
Brett, the president and CEO of the New England Council and the son of the 
food pantry’s namesake, Mrs. Brett. The food pantry is housed at Blessed 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta church on Columbia Road in Dorchester. It serves 
hundreds of individuals and families in need each week and has continued to 
serve clients throughout the Covid-19 crisis. Photo courtesy Brett Food Pantry

By reporter Staff
A 15-year-old Dorches-

ter boy was killed in 
Roxbury and four peo-
ple were murdered in 
Dorchester and Mat-
tapan over the long, 
noisy, holiday weekend 
in Boston.

On Thursday, police 
responded to a shooting 
around 10 p.m. outside 
39 Mt. Pleasant Ave. in 
Roxbury, where Xhavier 
Rico, 15, was found suf-
fering from a gunshot 
wound. He later died at 
a local hospital. 

Two other individuals 
— both adult men—were 
also apparently shot dur-
ing the same incident, 

according to police, who 
said the men walked into 
a Boston hospital with 
non-life-threatening in-
juries.

Earlier that night, 
just after 8 p.m., police 
responded to Woolson 
Street in Mattapan after 
receiving calls about a 
man with a gun. Officers 
say they arrested on a 
murder charge 35-year-
old Rafael Santiago, who 
was holding a gun they 
allege he had used to 
shoot 22-year-old Justin 
Cannady, who was de-
clared dead at the scene. 

On Friday night (July 
3), a fight outside a home 
at 42 Theodore St. led to 

the death of a man who 
had walked into Carney 
Hospital with a gunshot 
wound and later died. 
The victim in that case 
has not been named by 
police. 

Later that night, just 
after 11 p.m., Boston 
Police say they were 
called to Adams Street 
near Ronan Park for a 
reported stabbing. Of-
ficers reported finding 
a victim in the area of 
205 Adams St. suffering 
from “an apparent stab 
wound.” The male vic-
tim‚ also not yet named 
publicly, was taken to 
a local hospital where 
“he later succumbed to 

his injuries,” according 
to BPD.

On Monday, a 22-year-
old Dorchester man was 
charged with murder 
for allegedly firing into 
a crowd gathered on 
Stonehurst Street early 
Sunday morning, July 
5. One of the people in 
the crowd, 34-year-old 
Felicity Coleman, was 
struck and killed. Police 
arrested Kristian Maraj, 
who was ordered to be 
held without bail at 
Dorchester Court. 

Prosecutors said Maraj 
had argued with men 
at the scene and bran-
dished a weapon before 
returning a short time 

later and firing the fatal 
shots. In 2016, Maraj 
was arrested across the 
street from the murder 
scene on charges of un-
lawful possession of am-
munition and possession 
of marijuana with intent 
to distribute.

Describing herself as 
“deeply troubled” by a 
recent spike in homicides 
and non-fatal shootings, 
Suffolk County District 
Attorney Rachael Rollins 
said Monday that the vio-
lence carries additional 
impacts because of its 
concentration in commu-
nities already strained 
by the pandemic. 

Rollins commended 

“the excellent work done 
by the Boston Police 
Department in concert 
with my office regarding 
the arrests made in these 
most recent homicides.

“Those arrests are a di-
rect result of the commu-
nity placing its trust in 
law enforcement by call-
ing 911 and speaking to 
investigators,” Rollins 
said.  “That trust allows 
us to ultimately get an-
swers and accountability 
for the victim, their fami-
lies, and the community.  
When communities trust 
law enforcement, we are 
all safer.”

Four murdered in Dot, Mattapan over violent holiday weekend
‘Deeply troubled’ Rollins credits police work with her office

By Katie trojano
reporter Staff

Massachusetts moved 
into Phase 3 of its reopen-
ing plan on Monday, but 
businesses and patrons 
in Boston will have to 
wait until next Monday 
to kick things off.

Gov. Baker and Mayor 
Walsh discussed the 
developments during a 
press event at Fenway 
Park last Thursday, in 
which the Red Sox an-
nounced their plans to 
begin a truncated, 60-
game season later this 

month without fans in 
the seats. 

Earlier in the day, 
Baker announced that 
statewide re-openings in 
“Part 1” of “Phase 3” will 
authorize gyms, muse-
ums, and movie theaters 
to again open their doors. 
Along with that, profes-
sional sports teams are 
now authorized to play 
games without specta-
tors across the common-
wealth.

Baker also said that 

Planners from Boston Parks & Recreation 
and the Franklin Park Coalition are 
seeking community feedback during 
two virtual Zoom workshops on July 14, 
at 12 p.m. and 6:30 p.m., kicking off a 
month of virtual engagement sessions.  
Organizers will present updates on the 
Franklin Park investment and partner 
with a large team of landscape architects, 
planners, ecologists, and community 
engagement experts to gather input 
during a community-driven process. In 
June, city planners conducted a round of 
“mini-polls.” 
The city will host two additional virtual 
planning sessions in July, during the 

week of the 20th and the 27th; followed 
by a report in early August summarizing 
community feedback. 
The goal of the Franklin Park Master 
Plan process, launched in February, 
is to understand previous planning 
efforts, hone in on what is and isn’t 
working in the park, and look at the 
best ways to create connectivity to 
surrounding neighborhoods. For meeting 
details and login information, visit 
franklinparkactionplan.com. 
Farmers Markets to re-open— A number 
of local Farmers Markets are slated to re-
open in the coming days in Dorchester and 
Mattapan, including:  Ashmont Farmers 
Market at Droser Plaza next to Ashmotn 
Station on Friday, July 10, 3-7 p.m.; 
Codman Sq. Farmers Market, Sat., July 
11, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.; Mattapan Square, Sat., 
July 11, 10 a.m.- 1 p.m., corner Cummins 
Highway and Fairway St.; Mattapan Farm 
Stand, Thurs., July 9, 1 p.m.-5:30 p.m. at 
Mattapan Community Health Center; 
DotHouse Health Center on Wed., July 
8, 10a.m.-12p.m.; ReVision Urban Farm, 
Wed., July 8, 2-6 p.m. at 1062 Blue Hill 
Ave.; Fowler Clark Epstein Farmstand, 487 
Norfolk St., Mattapan, Fri., July 10, 2p.m.-6 
p.m. For more locations, see boston.gov.
Greater Mattapan Neighborhood Council 
(GMNC) plans to host a virtual Town Hall 
featuring the candidates for the 12th 
Suffolk House district on Sat., Aug. 1 from 

10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. See g-mnc.org for 
more information.
Mayor’s Garden Contest — The 24th 
annual Mayor’s Garden Contest will take 
place this year keeping within current 
social distancing guidelines.  Boston’s green 
thumbs have until 11:59 p.m. on Friday, 
July 10, to register.  The contest provides 
the perfect opportunity to recognize those 
who have taken advantage of the “safer at 
home” guidelines to hone their gardening 
skills. Gardeners or those nominating 
their favorite gardeners may find printable 
and online nomination forms at boston.
gov/mayors-garden-contest. For more 
information please call 617-635-4505.   
On July 6, 97 youth meal sites opened 
through the City of Boston’s Summer Eats 
2020 program in partnership with Boston 
Children’s Hospital. It provides nutritious 
breakfast and lunch at no cost to Boston 
youth 18 and under during the summer 
months. No ID or registration is required. 
Unlike previous years where many youth 
meal sites were limited to participants in 
summer programming, this year all sites 
are open to all youth in the City of Boston. 
For locations and times, go to boston.gov/
departments/food-access/summer-eats. 
Locations starting on July 6 include: BCYF 
Gallivan, 61 Woodruff Way, Mattapan, 
10 a.m.-2p.m.; BHA Franklin Field, 91 
Ames St., Dorchester 10a.m.-2p.m.; 
Boston Latin Academt, 205 Townsend St., 

Dorchester, 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Bowdoin St. 
Health Center, 230 Bowdoin St., 10 a.m.-
12 p.m.; Burke High, 60 Washington St., 
8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Starting on July 11: 
Codman Square Farmers Market, corner 
of Washington and Talbot, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Travel guidance from Baker-Polito 
Administration — Effective Wed., July 1, 
all travelers arriving to Massachusetts, 
including residents returning home, are 
instructed to self-quarantine for 14-days. 
This guidance does not apply to travelers 
from Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, Maine, New York or New 
Jersey. Additionally, workers designated 
by the federal government as essential 
critical infrastructure workers are also 
exempt from this directive. Travelers who 
are displaying symptoms of COVID-19 are 
instructed to not travel to Massachusetts.  
All visitors and residents of Massachusetts 
are also reminded that the use of masks 
or face coverings in public places where 
individuals cannot socially distance from 
others remains required.
For more information regarding City Hall 
hours of operation, visit boston.gov. 

SEND UPDATES TO
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UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

State kicks in Phase 3 reopenings; Boston’s date is next Monday
Red Sox in tune-up- mode
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For gym-goers, re-opening anything but routine matter
By adrian ma

wBur reporter
If you’ve missed hitting 

the gym or your Pilates 
class since the pandemic 
shut down the state 
in mid-March, there’s 
good news — starting 
next Monday (July 13), 
your gym in Boston, can 
reopen. But heading to 
the gym is going to look 
a lot different: Class sizes 
will be strictly limited, 
equipment will be spaced 
out more, and staff must 
follow explicit cleaning 
and sanitizing protocols.

Gym owners are hap-
py, but cautious.

“Now that we have the 
opportunity to reopen, 
there’s a level of excite-
ment,” said Andre Thom-
as, owner of The F.I.T.T. 
PIT in Hyde Park. He 
closed in mid-March as 
part of the state’s early 
coronavirus response. 
“But at the same time 
because all the questions 
haven’t been answered 
around COVID, there’s 
a level of apprehension.”

If you walked into a 
F.I.T.T. PIT boot camp 
class few months ago, 
you’d be greeted with a 
busy scene of frenzied 
fitness: 30 or so people 
sweating to thumping 
music, running circuits 
around the room, huffing 
and puffing on machines, 
lifting weights, and pull-
ing giant ropes.

By next week, when 
customers show up for 

the class, there will 
be some very obvious 
changes.

After walking in the 
door, they’ll have to 
sanitize their shoes, 
wash their hands, and 
get their temperature 
checked. And those crazy 
boot camp classes? For 
one thing, they’ll be 
way smaller — maybe 
10 people instead of 35.

“And we’re not going to 
be moving around like we 
did before. Everybody’s 
going to have a specific 
spot in the gym where 
they’re working out. 
They’re going to get the 
equipment that’s as-
signed to them,” said 
Thomas.

It’s not ideal, but 
Thomas, like many oth-
er gym owners, is just 
relieved to be able to 
accept any customers.

“We’ve had zero rev-
enue,” said Rob Shapiro, 
founder of BodyScapes 
Fitness, which has four 
locations in Greater 

Boston, three of which 
will open on Monday. 
“When the order came on 
March 16 for us to close, 
we froze everybody’s 
membership.”

Under the new rules, 
customers at BodySpac-
es Fitness will have to 
book an appointment to 
work out. And although 
Shapiro doesn’t plan on 
requiring customers to 
wear face masks while 
exercising, he’s open to 
changing that policy.

“If we get pushback 
and everybody is saying, 
‘We’re not going in there 
unless everyone is wear-
ing a mask,’ guess what? 
Everyone is wearing a 
mask. That’s the new 
normal,” he said.

The state has put out 
some guidance for fit-
ness centers and health 
clubs but certain provi-
sions appear contradic-
tory. One provision says 
that face coverings are 
required “for all work-
ers and visitors, except 

where unsafe due to 
medical condition or 
disability.” But the next 
provision states, “If cus-
tomers cannot wear a 
face covering during 
strenuous fitness activi-
ties, physical distancing 
must be at least 14 feet. 
If customers are wearing 
face coverings during fit-
ness activities, physical 
distancing must be at 
least 6 feet.”

In any case, there are 
some sports where social 
distancing isn’t really an 
option, especially if that 
sport involves putting, 
say, your foot or your fist 
in someone else’s face.

“That is something 
that all of us in the 
martial arts community 
are really bummed out 
about,” said Ali Fuller, 
executive director of 
Level Ground Mixed 
Martial Arts in Dorches-
ter. While she is prepar-
ing to reopen soon, she 
isn’t exactly sure when 
that will happen.

“With sparring in 
kickboxing or rolling in 
Brazilian jiujitsu, it is 
literally impossible to do 
those things 14 or 6 feet 
apart,” she said.

What she does know is 
that heads-up sparring 
is out. That does take 

some of the fun out of 
the sport, Fuller said, 
but she added, better 
to be cautious than risk 
her students getting sick. 
And if they feel the need 
to hit something, they 
still have punching bags.

Until health officials 
say otherwise, or there’s 
a vaccine for coronavi-
rus, Fuller said, “all of us 
are going to have to re-
think the very nature of 
the classes we provide.”

This story was first 
published by WBUR 
90.9FM on Mon., July 6. 
The Reporter and WBUR 
share content through a 
media partnership.

Courtney Nowicki from Brookline was back to her 
workout at Healthworks in Coolidge Corner this 
week.  Robin Lubbock/WBUR photo
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By danieL SHeeHan
reporter Staff

When the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Dorches-
ter (BGCD) convened 
a safety advisory task 
force last month to begin 
preparations for re-open-
ing, Mary Kinsella, vice 
president of education at 
the organization, knew 
they had their work cut 
out for them. 

The task force — com-
prised of BGCD staff, 
parents, medical pro-
fessionals, consultants, 
teachers, nurses, and 
police officers — solicited 
feedback from a wide 
range of experts and resi-
dents through virtual 
“family town halls” and 
surveys. 

“We wanted to make 
sure we had input from 
the community,” ex-
plained Kinsella. “We 
listened to a lot of dif-
ferent voices and I think 
the steps we’ve taken 

go above and beyond 
the minimum require-
ments.”

This week, Dot kids 
will see the results of 
the weeks of prepara-

tion. On Monday, BGCD 
will reopen with one of 
the most thorough and 
comprehensive pandem-
ic-era strategies to be 
implemented by any 
organization in the city. 

“It was a lot of work. 
But, of course it will be 
worth it,” said Kinsella 
as she listed the numer-
ous changes to life at the 
Boys and Girls Clubs, 
explaining how the at-
mosphere at the club 
will be a bit different this 
summer. 

The majority of pro-
gramming will be out-
side, with 25 percent, 
limited indoor capacity 
— meaning kids will 
spend less time in class-
rooms and more in big-
ger spaces like the gym 
and pool. 

Kinsella said the 
HVAC system in the 
building has also been 
overhauled to allow for 
more outside air flow.

The club’s plan for 
social distancing will be 
based on the “Denmark 
model,” taking cues 
from the Scandinavian 
country that has seen 
relative success in safely 
reopening schools in the 
wake of COVID-19.

 Under this approach, 
club-goers will be in 
groups of no more than 

twelve— ten kids and 
two staff members— at 
all times. In academic 
settings, students will 
remain in their own “in-
dividual learning pods” 
and work independently 
with their own materi-
als. The cost of provid-
ing each student his or 
her own supplies was 
“exorbitant,” admitted 
Kinsella.

Children and staff 
will be screened for 
symptoms upon arrival 
each day, after which 
they will switch their 
“at home” masks for club 
ones before proceeding to 
participate in activities. 
After that, sanitizing 
and hand-washing will 
be encouraged regularly 
throughout the day.

Burgeoning relation-
ships between the club 
and neighborhood health 
centers will also play 
a role going forward. 
DotHouse Health will 
perform onsite testing 
in July, and a new col-
laboration with Uphams 
Corner Health Center 
means that any club 
member, parent, or em-
ployee who fears they are 
falling ill can get tested 
within 24 hours.

BGCD will also pro-
vide masks and gloves 
to those who need them: 
“We have enough PPE to 
last us six months,” said 
Kinsella.

Curriculum-wise, club 
staff plans to focus on 
“socio-emotional well-
ness” for its younger 
age groups in particular, 
placing an emphasis 
on “supporting happi-
ness.” Other lessons 
will be aimed at battling 
learning loss, promoting 
health and fitness, and 
teaching about social 
justice. 

A pediatric health 
consultant will remain 
in an advisory role at 
the club for the rest of 
the year as leadership 
anticipates an ongoing 
need to adapt to what 
is a “fluid situation.” A 
certified therapist will 
also lead a daily session 
with staff to focus on 
mental health, create 
a safe space, and incor-
porate mindfulness and 

meditation into every-
day programming.

BGCD has hired 110 
employees for the sum-
mer in efforts to main-
tain its tradition of 
providing summer jobs 
to neighborhood young 
adults. Among those 
on staff will be a small 
cadre of social justice-
oriented educators, who 
will “create curriculum 
for younger kids as well 
as signage and messag-
ing. We wanted to make 
sure their voices are 
heard,” said Kinsella, 
who pointed to the club’s 
tremendous diversity. 

In light of recent high-
profile cases of police 
brutality, Kinsella said 
the club decided to main-
tain its police officer-
involved programming, 
meant to ensure that ev-
ery kid’s first interaction 
with law enforcement is 
a positive one. 

BGCD’s virtual pro-
gramming, an initiative 
that has been successful 
since the organization 
pivoted to digital during 
the pandemic, will con-
tinue. The club’s regular 
weekend grocery dis-
tribution program and 
“grab-and-go” meals will 
also proceed indefinitely. 

And despite “devas-
tating” financial losses 
wrought by the pan-
demic and cancellation 
of fundraisers, the club 
has not raised its rates.

One of the toughest 
changes, noted Kinsella, 
will be the fact that no 
visitors will be allowed 
into the clubhouse— not 
even parents.

“It feels like every-
thing we do is the oppo-
site,” she said. “Usually 
we’re all about sticking 
together and depend-
ing on each other and 
hugging each other and 
hanging out, and now 
everyone will be on 
their own. But at the 
same time, I know we’ve 
trained and prepared as 
much as possible. We’re 
going to do the best we 
can. I feel very confident 
in our reopening plan.”

Based on feedback 
she has received so far, 
the kids are excited to 
be coming back and 
the parents are grate-
ful to the club for being 
there for them. The first 
morning of early educa-
tion care on Tuesday 
went smoother than 
expected, said Kinsella, 
who added she’s also 
looking forward to the 
club being filled with life 
once again.

“The buildings felt so 
cold and empty the last 
few months. I miss the 
little things: the kids’ 
smiles, their laughter, 
little conversations with 
parents, goofing off with 
staff members, and just 
the overall energy...I 
missed being able to tap 
into children for that 
energy.”

To learn more about 
programming and mem-
bership at Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Dorchester, visit 
bgcdorchester.org.

Open your heart 
and home to an 
individual with 
disabilities.
 
Become a Host 
Home Provider.

To learn how you can make a difference 
as a Host Home Provider, visit 

www.makeadifferenceathome.com

The City of Boston’s Department of Neighborhood Development 
announces a public hearing seeking citizen feedback on the draft 
Program Year 2020 (7/1/20-6/30/21) Action Plan, in accordance with 
the requirements of 24 CFR 91.105(b). 

The Action Plan is submitted annually to the US Housing and Urban 
Development Department (HUD), and serves as the City's 
application and plan for using $27.9 million in HUD housing and 
community development resources from: Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME), 
Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA), and 
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG).

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic, this will be a Virtual 
Hearing held on 7/15/20 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  

Interpretative services in Spanish will be provided.  To request 
another language, including American Sign Language, email 
DNDComments@boston.gov at least 7 days prior to the hearing 
date. Every effort will be made to accommodate your request. 

Comments are encouraged and may be sent by e-mail to 
DNDComments@boston.gov until July 30th at 11:59 PM.  

To access the plan and the hearing link, go to: 
https://www.boston.gov/departments/neighborhood-developme
nt/hearings-and-public-comment 
        
Tim Davis, Deputy Director (DND)
. 

CITY of BOSTON

Notice of Public Hearing 
& Request for Comments

Boys and Girls Clubs to reopen with limited indoor access

Mike Joyce (right), vice president of programming for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester, led a 
training session with summer employees outside of the Marr Clubhouse building on Deer Street on 
Tuesday.  Photo courtesy BGCD
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By matt murpHy
State HouSe
newS Service

Discriminating against 
people of color or anyone 
who relies on a voucher to 
pay their rent is illegal in 
Massachusetts, but new 
research suggests the 
practice is pervasive in 
the Greater Boston real 
estate market.

The study done by 
Suffolk University Law 
School and The Boston 
Foundation found un-
expectedly “high levels” 
of discrimination based 
on race and source of in-
come, researchers said, 
prompting calls from 
fair housing experts for 
greater enforcement.

The  research was 
published at a moment 
in Massachusetts when 
communities of color and 
low-income neighbor-
hoods have been dispro-
portionately impacted 
by the deadly spread 
of the coronavirus, and 
a debate is heating up 
over whether to extend a 
moratorium on evictions 
and foreclosures past 
mid-August.

Orlando Watkins, the 
vice president of pro-
gramming at The Boston 
Foundation, said hous-
ing discrimination can 
take many forms and is 
“one example of how sys-
temic structural racism 
is perpetuated.”

The Boston Founda-
tion on June 30 convened 

a panel of housing ex-
perts from the region 
and around the country 
to discuss the findings of 
the research project, and 
explore possible policy 
solutions.

The Housing Discrimi-
nation Testing Program 
at Suffolk Law sent un-
dercover Black and white 
testers into the field to 
try to rent 50 different 
rental properties across 
9 cities and 11 Boston 
neighborhoods. At each 
property, four testers 
were used to gauge the 
response from landlords 
or real estate brokers 
based on whether the 
interested renter was 
white, Black or had a 
Section 8 voucher.

The study, researchers 
said, uncovered more 
discrimination than 
they had expected to 
find, including biases in 
whether renters were 
shown properties, of-
fered applications, or 
asked about their credit 
scores. For example, 93 
percent of white people 
who inquired about an 
apartment received a 
follow-up from the hous-
ing provider, compared 
to 82 percent of Black 
renters.

The research also 
found that white rent-
ers were twice as likely 
to be told positive things 
about the size of the unit 
or its proximity to public 
transit as Black renters.

Stella Adams, a na-
tional housing fairness 
expert from North Caro-
lina, said that Massachu-
setts and Boston were 
“blessed” to not only have 
laws banning discrimi-
nation based on race, 
but to be one of 17 states 
to protect people from 
discrimination based on 
their source of income.

“If not necessarily a 
policy change, what we 
need is enforcement of 
existing policies and 
enforcement of existing 
laws,” Adams said.

William Berman, di-
rector of the Housing 
Discrimination Testing 
Program at Suffolk Law 
School, said government 
agencies also need more 
“teeth” to penalize real-
tors who discriminate.

“Real estate brokers 
are playing a significant 
role in purveying this 
discrimination so that 
needs to stop. There 
needs to be incentives for 
them to be shepherds in 
the process rather than 
helping their clients dis-
criminate,” said Berman, 
who led the research 
effort.

“We need to have more 
teeth in terms of the bro-
kers who discriminate 
- the ability to suspend 
their licenses so their 
livelihoods will be im-
pacted so the incentive 
will be not to discrimi-
nate,” he said.

In April, the Legisla-

ture and Gov. Charlie 
Baker partnered to put 
in place a moratorium 
on evictions and foreclo-
sures to protect renters 
and homeowners who 
might not be able to meet 
their monthly payment 
obligations due to CO-
VID-19 as the economy 
cratered and shed tens 
of thousands of jobs.

But as the state has be-
gun to reopen and some 
of those jobs are coming 
back, there’s a question 
over whether to continue 
the protection or modify 
it in any way. Baker has 
the authority to extend 
the moratorium for 90 
days at a time, but said 
Tuesday he had not 
decided.

Meanwhile,  Reps. 
Mike Connolly of Cam-
bridge and Kevin Honan 
of Boston have filed a 
bill to prohibit evictions 
and foreclosures for year 
beyond when Baker lifts 
the COVID-19 public 
health emergency. A 
coalition of community 
groups is rallying behind 
the bill, warning that 
without action as many 
as 20,000 people — many 
of whom will be people of 
color — could be evicted 
in late August.

Ivan Espinoza-Madri-
gal, of Lawyers for Civil 
Rights, said preventing 
discrimination in hous-
ing can be complicated.

“This issue of enforce-
ment is really key,” he 

said. “Testing is really 
complex and resource 
intensive so in an ideal 
world we would have 
federal oversight from 
(Housing and Urban 
Development) and the 
Department of Justice, 
but that hasn’t been our 
lived reality for the past 
four years.”

Espinoza-Madrigal 
also said that another 
problem is that Black 
and low-income resi-
dents often don’t know 
they’re being discrimi-
nated against because 
they don’t know how 
interested white renters 
are being treated differ-
ently.

“If I go and I’m told 
the apartment is not 
available or I get ghosted 
or they just tell me 
they’re not doing any 
more showings because 
of COVID-19, while the 
white renters are getting 
virtual tours, that’s not 
necessarily something I 
would know,” Espinoza-
Madrigal said.

“And as people of color, 
we have normalized that 
rejection,” he added.

Olivia Winslow, who 
spearheaded an investi-
gation into discrimina-
tory housing practices 
on Long Island for News-
day, concurred with that 
assessment.

“It’s not like in the 
1960s and 1970s when 
real estate agents said 
we don’t service Black 

people or you can only 
get a house in this part 
of town. That’s not the 
way it’s done,” she said.

The Newsday inves-
tigation prompted in-
vestigation by local and 
state legislative bodies, 
as well as the New York 
attorney general, and 
led to promises from 
local housing officials 
to put more money into 
enforcement and from 
the real estate industry 
to improve training. 
But that was before CO-
VID-19 and the economic 
toll the pandemic has 
taken on state and local 
government to invest in 
things like fair housing 
enforcement.

“The only way to get 
at this is through testing 
and through enforce-
ment,” Winslow said, 
adding, “What we’re 
hearing is that random 
testing should be done 
all the time.”

Attorney General 
Maura Healey said her 
office was committed 
to fair access to hous-
ing for everyone, and 
“will not tolerate bias 
or discrimination of any 
kind, adding,”the results 
of this study are deeply 
troubling and further 
reinforce the immedi-
ate need to address the 
longstanding injustices 
Black people face in ev-
ery aspect of their lives – 
including in their access 
to housing.

Study finds race and income bias in regional housing

Zoom into STRIVE Boston 
Employment Services
Learn the skills you need to secure a job earning a livable wage.

Virtual Professional Development Training:
• 30 hour online course over 6 weeks
• Online interactions and group discussions
• Resume and cover letter writing
• Interviewing techniques
• Job placement assistance

JRI is strongly committed to providing an inclusive, diverse and welcoming environment for our employees and the people we serve.

STRIVE BOSTON EMPLOYMENT SERVICE |  651 Washington Street  Dorchester, MA 02124

For more information or to register,  
visit www.jri.org/strive  

or call the numbers listed below 

Youth Program (ages 18-24) 

(857) 251-9852

Adult Program (ages 25+) 

(617) 862-1287
There is no cost to participate 

in this program.

Upon successful completion  
 of this course, receive a  
    FREE Chromebook laptop computer! 
                 (limited supply)
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By matt murpHy
State HouSe
newS Service

With criminal justice 
reforms being debated 
in the halls of Congress 
and the State House, US 
Sen. Edward Markey 
and US Rep. Joseph 
Kennedy stood before 
Suffolk County inmates 
on Tuesday to share 
their thoughts on how 
to reform a system that 
both agreed puts too 
many people behind 

bars, and doesn’t do 
enough to help people 
before or after they’re 
incarcerated.

Markey and Kennedy, 
who are running against 
each other in a Demo-
cratic primary for the 
US Senate seat now 
held by Markey, vis-
ited the Suffolk County 
House of Correction 
in Boston to answer 
inmates’questions.

Invited by Suffolk 
County Sheriff Steve 
Tompkins, the candi-
dates answered ques-
tions about everything 
from post-release hous-
ing and transportation 
to reparations for slav-
ery. Tompkins, who has 
endorsed Kennedy, mod-
erated the discussion.

“We are an over-incar-
cerated society. We have 
too many people behind 
bars who shouldn’t be 
there,” Markey said.

Kennedy has criticized 
Markey for his vote 
for the 1994 crime bill 
signed by President Bill 
Clinton that has been 
blamed for the dispro-
portionate incarceration 
of people of color through 
mandatory sentencing 
for drug crimes and 
other offenses.

“Let’s make sure fewer 
people come into jails 
and prisons in the first 
place,” Kennedy told 
the inmates about his 
approach to recidivism 
and rehabilitation.

Kennedy and Markey 
also said mandatory 
minimum sentencing 
guidelines must be revis-
ited. They also discussed 
the need to refocus the 
criminal justice system 
to better support people 
with mental health and 
substance abuse dis-
orders, and to provide 
more housing and career 
placement services after 
their release.

Voters will decide 
the Democratic contest 
between Kennedy and 
Markey on Sept. 1, 
and Tompkins called it 
“asininely stupid” that 
people with felony con-
victions cannot vote.

Both Kennedy and 
Markey said it was still 
important to hear from 
those involved in the 
criminal justice system 
even if they can’t vote. 

By danieL SHeeHan 
reporter Staff

Toxics Action Center, 
a non-profit organiza-
tion led by Ashmont 
resident Sylvia Broude, 
has changed its name 
to Community Action 
Works. The new brand-
ing comes after 33 years 
of working with resi-
dents across Massachu-
setts and New England 
to stop pollution and 
confront environmental 
threats.

“We believe that envi-
ronmental threats are 
big, but the power of 
well-organized commu-
nity groups is bigger,” 
said Broude. “Our old 
name made it seem like 
we only work on toxics, 

an issue that was at the 
top of the environmental 

agenda when we were 
founded in 1987. 

“The name Commu-
nity Action Works gets 
at the core of what we 
do now. We work side 
by side with everyday 
people who are taking 
action to stop pollution 
and build solutions on 
any environmental issue 
in their community.” 

Community Action 
Works has partnered 
with community leaders 
over three decades to 
win dozens of victories 
in Massachusetts, in-
cluding convincing the 
city of Boston to expand 
recycling and commit to 
Zero Waste. 

The group was in-
spired by mothers from 

www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org

William Clapp House, 195 Boston Street  
Lemuel Clap House, 199 Boston Street  

James Blake House, 735 Columbia Road

The Dorchester Historical 
Society’s historic houses 
are closed at this time due 
to the COVID-19 corona 
virus.  

We will announce when the 
houses will be once again 
open to the public.  

For now our programs have 
been suspended.

NOTICE

Sylvia Broude leads 
Community  Act ion 
Works, formerly known 
as Toxics Action Center.

New name, same mission for Dot-led environmental group

By danieL SHeeHan
reporter Staff

The BPS Arts Ex-
pansion initiative an-
nounced in late June 
that a new round of 
grants committed by the 
education improvement 
organization EdVestors 
will dedicate more than 
$360,000 to some 60 Bos-
ton schools, including 13 
located in Dorchester. 

T h e  D o r c h e s t e r 
schools to benefit from 
arts expansion grants 
include Boston Interna-
tional Newcomers Acad-
emy, Henderson K-12, 
Mather Elementary, Ev-
erett Elementary, Dever 
Elementary, Commu-
nity Academy of Science 
and Health, Lee Pilot 
Academy, McCormack 
Middle, Henderson K-12 
Inclusion School, Ken-
ny Elementary, Boston 
Latin Academy, and 
Frederick Pilot Middle 
School.

Said Marinell Rous-
maniere, president & 
CEO of EdVestors: “Arts 
education is an integral 
part of students’ social 
emotional well-being 
and engagement, wheth-
er schooling is in person 
or remote. The pan-
demic coupled with the 
heightened attention to 
racial injustice has been 
tremendously difficult 
for students, and arts 
education is a powerful 
and effective tool in help-
ing them to process and 
share complex emotions.

 “Schools everywhere 
should be moving moun-
tains to provide access to 
quality arts education, 
as so many BPS leaders, 
teachers, and arts part-
ners have done in the last 
three months. We are 
proud to work with all 
our partners in keeping 
this commitment to en-
sure BPS students have 
access to high quality 

arts education.”
In a statement, Dr. 

Brenda Cassellius, su-
perintendent of the Bos-
ton Public Schools, said, 
“For over a decade, the 
BPS Arts Expansion 
initiative has built an 
incredible legacy in our 
schools, and the latest 
round of grants will help 
support a variety of arts 
education programs that 
are essential to meeting 
the academic, social, 
and emotional needs of 
students.

“Arts education and 
student expression con-
tribute to a student’s 
sense of self and confi-
dence, which is critical 
now more than ever dur-
ing these extraordinary 
and challenging times,” 
she said. “We are grate-
ful for these grants and 
programs, which sup-
port our commitment to 
ensuring access to arts 
education programs for 
all students.”

13 Dot schools included
in EdVestors arts grants

Woburn, who took action 
to protect the health 
of their children when 
the chemical company 
W.R. Grace contami-
nated their drinking 
water. The Woburn leu-
kemia cluster eventually 
claimed the lives of 14 
children. 

This isn’t the first 
time the organization 
has changed its name. 
In 1987, MASSPIRG 
organized public health 
and environmental ad-
vocates into the “Mas-
sachusetts Campaign 
to Clean Up Hazardous 

Waste” to help people 
who faced their own 
Woburn-like situations. 
Its first major accom-
plishment was passing a 
statewide citizen initia-
tive to establish the Mas-
sachusetts Superfund 
law. The group adopted 
the Toxics Action Center 
name in 1997.

Since those early days, 
it has expanded to in-
clude six northeastern 
states, including Maine, 
New Hampshire, Ver-
mont, Connecticut and 
Rhode Island. 

The mission of Com-

munity Action Works is 
staying the same, said 
Broude. 

“When neighbors know 
how to make change, 
they can build the power 
to transform our world,” 
she said. “Many people 
reach out to us because 
they are facing a pollu-
tion problem so personal 
that they have no choice 
but to take action. In tak-
ing action, they realize 
that they have the power 
to make change, and they 
don’t stop there. And 
that is the kind of trans-
formation we need.”  

Markey, Kennedy take
the race into Boston jail

Sen. Edward Markey  US Rep. Joseph Kennedy

FOR THE 
LATEST 

UPDATES 
LOG ON TO 

DOTNEWS.COM
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  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

The Englewood Diner stood 
in Peabody Square from the 
1940s until the 1970s, when 
it was replaced by the Engle-
wood Apartment building at 
the point between Dorchester 
Avenue and Talbot Avenue. 
Its colors at that time were 
yellow (or creamy yellow) with 
red lettering.

Later the Englewood oper-
ated in the parking lot of the 
shopping center on Morrissey 
Boulevard in front of the 
former Dorchester Pottery 
building, before moving to 
Maine about 1979.  It is now 
completely restored with the 
name Red Line diner and is 
located in Brighton in an up-
scale office park.

From the March 2001 Ash-
mont Outlook (the newsletter 
of the Ashmont Hill Associa-
tion):

“Englewood Diner Goes 

to Hollywood (sort of):  
Long a Peabody Square land-
mark, the 1941 Englewood 
Diner was relocated when the 
elderly housing was built in 
the square, and it has been 
moved from place to place 
as it has changed ownership 

over the years. Its current 
owner purchased it intend-
ing to add it onto his home 
in Holden, MA. But the diner 
was destined for greatness: 
After long negotiations with 
Dreamworks SKG, the diner 
is being hauled to Chicago, 

where it will be used for 
one day of filming in a Tom 
Hanks movie (still untitled). 
The diner will then go back 
to Holden. Cost to Dream-
works: $40,000 to the owner 
and $16,000 to the hauling 
company. (as reported in the 
Boston Globe, Feb. 4, 2001).”

A September 2002 online 
article from the American 
Diner Museum says, among 
many other things about 
the diner’s travels to movie 
fame: “The Englewood has 
been called the “most moved 
non-lunch wagon type diner 
in history.” It originally oper-
ated in Dorchester, a suburb 
of Boston, and closed in the 
late 1970s. It operated once 
again in Dorchester for about 
five years in the late ‘80s, 
but in the interim, traveled 
in Massachusetts to storage 
spots in Cambridge, Boston, 

Fitchburg, Framingham, 
Natick, and Ashburnham. 
Since diners were originally 
made to be moved, the Engle-
wood’s most recent journey 
to Chicago and back to New 
England gives it the proud 
honor of the title.”

The movie, which starred 
Tom Hanks and Paul New-
man, was ultimately titled 
“The Road to Perdition,” con-
tained a scene in the Engle-
wood where Hanks, on the run 
from the mobster (Newman) 
he worked for, escaped from 
an assassin.

 The archive of these his-
torical posts can be viewed on 
the blog at dorchesterhistori-
calso-ciety.org. The Society’s 
historic houses are closed at 
this time due to the pandemic. 
We will announce when the 
houses will be once again open 
to the public. 

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
dorcHeSter HiStoricaL Society

Englewood Diner

By danieL SHeeHan
reporter Staff

On June 27, students 
participated in a virtual 
graduation ceremony for 
the METCO program, 
which since 1966 has 
brought and supported 
students of color from 
Boston’s neighborhoods 
to suburban, mostly 
white schools. These 264 
students were lauded by 
special guests, including 
Patriot Devin McCourty, 
Red Sox outfielder Jackie 
Bradley Jr., Governor 
Baker, Mayor Walsh, 
and keynote speaker, 
Boston City Council 
President Kim Janey.

A Roxbury native and 
METCO graduate herself 
from the class of 1983, 
Janey congratulated 
the class and shared her 
experiences in the 1970s.

“Our buses  were 
stoned, we were called 
racial slurs,” Janey said. 
“It was a very traumatic 
experience. Oftentimes 
we needed police escorts. 
But my parents stepped 
in again--they wanted 
better for me--so they 
enrolled me in METCO. 
I faced my own chal-
lenges and I was able 
to overcome. None, I’m 
sure, were as great as the 
ones you have faced. You 
guys have persevered...
you are not leaders to-

morrow, you are leaders 
right now. You have 
demonstrated that.”

“METCO students are 
not only making a daily 
journey from city to sub-
urbs, but they are also on 
a journey to change peo-
ple’s minds and hearts 
about race, equity and 
inclusion,” said METCO 
President & CEO Milly 
Arbaje-Thomas. “

Gov. Baker recalled 
how as a kid, his fam-
ily would host METCO 
students at his house. 
Today, his own children 
are affected by the pro-
gram in a similar way.

“My own kids in 
Swampscott have devel-
oped deep and meaning-
ful relationships with 
the kids who have come 
through the METCO pro-
gram,” said Baker. “it’s a 
truly special program, it 
provides significant op-
portunity and a chance 
for learning in so many 
different ways.”

Shawn Bernier, a Hai-
tian-American senior 
from Hyde Park who 
became student council 
president at Wayland 
High School, addressed 
his fellow graduates 
in a recorded video 
clip. Bernier, the first 
transgender student in 
METCO program his-
tory, described how his 

journey of “unveiling” 
his true self mirrored 
the obligation his fellow 
classmates have to seek 
justice and truth and be 
true to themselves:

“I’m sharing all of this 
because it is important to 
remember where we once 
began,” Bernier said. 
“Imagine if we stopped 
at the moment when we 
faced the most adversity? 
Imagine if we never took 
the steps to fight for 
our liberty? Imagine if 
we never took the steps 
to organize protests of 
abominable justice, or 
even strive for historic 
greatness? We have been 
forced to step into a place 
of courage and resilience, 
a place that none of us 
could have ever per-
ceived or imagined four 
years ago.”

Hyde Park resident 
and student council 
president at Wayland 
High School, Shawn Ber-
nier, delivered a video 
address to his fellow 
METCO graduates.

METCO graduates celebrate 
in virtual ceremony

The Urban Farming 
Institute in Mattapan 
has been awarded a 
$30,000 grant from Bos-
ton Foundation’s Open 
Door Grants to sup-
port UFI’s program “Fit 
Around the Farm,” which 
offers gentle aerobics, 
chair yoga, and cooking 
lessons for seniors.  

Residents of Dorches-
ter, Roxbury, and Matta-
pan ranging in age from 
63 to 93 can sign up  to 
incorporate more fresh 
vegetables into their 
diets and to add exercise 

to their daily routines. 
In response to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the 
sessions are now being 
conducted virtually. 

“UFI started “Fit 
Around the Farm” as a 
pilot program in April 
2018 and by the sixth 
week we realized our se-
niors were never leaving 
us,” said UFI President/
CEO Patricia Spence.  
“Our elders were mov-
ing, making new friends, 
volunteering at the farm, 
and in general having a 
great time.”

UFI was founded in 
2011 to convert neglected 
city lots into productive 
farm sites. Its six farms 
grew over 19,000 pounds 
of food in 2019.  In addi-
tion to growing and dis-
tributing produce, UFI 
offers an Urban Farmer 
Training Program and 
numerous workshops 
teaching people how to 
grow their own food in 
the city. 

More information 
about UFI can be found 
at  urbanfarminginsti-
tute.org.

Foundation grant boosts senior
programming at Mattapan farm

Mayor Martin Walsh 
has announced that the 
City of Boston Drive-In 
Movie Series, an ini-
tiative open to Boston 
residents, will screen 
movies at outdoor loca-
tions in South Boston 
and Roxbury on the 
remaining Wednesday 
nights in July. 

Double-feature show-
ings will take place on 
each of those evenings, 
in addition to a special 
matinee viewing with 
the Age Strong Com-
mission. 

All event attendees 
must pre-register by 
car through an RSVP on 
Eventbrite, which can be 

accessed through bos-
ton.gov/drive-in-movies. 

“We are proud to of-
fer free, family-friendly 
entertainment for the 
people of Boston through 
the July Drive-in Movie 
Series,” said Walsh. “We 
are thankful for the 
Highland Street Foun-
dation’s support to make 

this happen, and to the 
Boston Convention and 
Exhibition Center and 
Wentworth Institute 
of Technology for host-
ing. Our hope is that 
these movie nights can 
provide a safe, fun sum-
mer respite for Boston 
residents of all ages.” 

The remaining screen-

ings are scheduled as 
follows: 

Wed., July 15 – “Fro-
zen II” at 6 p.m.; “Juras-
sic Park” at 8:30 p.m. at 
Boston Convention & 
Exhibition Center (Rear 
parking lot). Enter via 
Cypher Street.

Wed., July 22 — 
“Coco” at 6 p.m.; TBD 

at 8:30 p.m. at 121 Hal-
leck St. (Parker Street 
parking lot). Enter via 
Halleck Street.

Wed., July 29  – 
“Trolls” at 6 p.m.; “Har-
riet” at 8:30 p.m. at 
121 Halleck St. (Parker 
Street parking lot). En-
ter via Halleck Street.

Drive-in Movie series set for next three Wednesdays

Happy farmers at the Urban Farming Institute.
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In May, TechBoston Academy lost Keith Love, its 
longtime leader, to cancer at age 52. The school is 
now on summer break, but the students and teach-
ers are taking action to memorialize their beloved 
administrator, who was a fixture at the former 
Dorchester High complex for 16 years.

His death hit the student body, 
which was already coping with the 
pandemic, the hardest. He was a 
father figure to hundreds of kids 
during his tenure. 

In a story published in the Re-
porter just after Mr. Love’s death, 
graduating senior Dominique 
Hart described him this way: “He 

wasn’t just one of the headmasters to us. He was 
our smile in the morning, our dance for the day. He 
was an amazing man with an amazing personality.”

In the last few weeks, the TechBoston commu-
nity has launched an effort to rename a playing 
field next to the school’s campus Keith Love Field. 
The space currently shares its name with Roberts 
Playground, the 10-acre city-owned park on Dunbar 
Avenue that serves not only the school but also 
the surrounding communities of Codman Square, 
Codman Hill, and Ashmont Hill. 

In an online petition, the school community makes 
this case for the name change for the green space: 
“Keith was an integral part of the culture at Tech-
Boston, serving as a mentor and father figure. He 
was best known for the connections and relation-
ships he forged every day while he productively 
improved the school’s quality and resources. 

“He took the time to get to know the local resi-
dents and included them in school celebrations. A 
friend to the Ashmont Hill Association, it was not 
uncommon for community members to attend our 
school performances and athletic events, a testa-
ment to Keith’s good will in the neighborhood. 
“Collectively, our community cannot think of a more 
appropriate legacy for Keith than the renaming of 
the green space outside of TechBoston Academy to 
Keith Love Field. It is where students and residents 
gather in the same spirit that Keith exhibited dur-
ing his tenure in the Boston Public Schools.”

The petition, which is directed to the Boston Parks 
Commission, which must approve the proposal, can 
be read online at dotnews.com.  – Bill Forry

Watch out: COVID transmissions ‘creeping up’
Do you think that Massachusetts might be get-

ting too far out ahead of the curve in terms of “re-
opening” while COVID-19 continues its rampage 
around the country? If the latest data released this 
week are any indication, you may have grounds for 
skepticism, if not alarm.

On June 22, Massachusetts was leading the na-
tion in terms of flattening the curve,  registering 
the lowest “Rt,” or transmission rate in the nation. 
That is no longer the case.

“The current Rt for the coronavirus in Massachu-
setts,” according to the State House News Service, 
“is estimated at 0.96, according to the website 
Rt.live, just below the 1.0 threshold that signifies 
rapid spread.” The commonwealth is  now behind 
Connecticut (0.79), followed by Washington, D.C. 
(0.88), and Maine at 0.89. New Hampshire, Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island and Maryland are all tied 
at an estimated Rt of 0.96, according to Rt.live. 

It’s something to be mindful of as Boston prepares 
for the “Phase 3” re-opening on Monday, which 
includes museums, fitness centers, and movie the-
atres. The virus is still very much a threat in our 
neighborhoods and when we travel to our favorite 
summertime destinations. 

Do us all a favor: Keep those masks on and secured 
properly whether you are at work or at play. This 
is far from over.  – BF

By BiLL waLcZaK
reporter contriButor

The July 4 illegal fireworks fizzled out at about 4 
a.m. on July 5.  Prior to that, residents in Dorchester, 
especially  those, like many veterans, who are sensi-
tive to loud noises that sound like bombs, continued 
to deal with a two-month trauma that kept  babies 
awake; pets constantly alarmed; and many, like 
me, up until the wee hours making sure that their 
houses wouldn’t catch on fire. 

It was like listening to the soundtrack of a war 
movie.  

Although I agree that dealing with fireworks 
displays could be addressed under the purview of 
another city department, the police are currently 
all we have to confront the fireworks, which outside 
of events like the Esplanade concert and fireworks, 
are illegal in Massachusetts.  But, almost to prove 
the point that fireworks should be the responsibility 
of another department, the police were unable to 
control the uncountable explosions on the holiday. 

The only sighting of police in my area of Savin Hill, 
a hotbed of fireworks, was a police car that drove 
to the end of Caspian Way at about 8:30 p.m., as 
fireworks were being set off in the park, and flashed 
its blue lights while slowly backing down the street.  
It didn’t seem to work, as the fireworks in the park 
continued to midnight.

What makes me the the angriest, though, is that 
this wasn’t a surprise.  For two months, fireworks 
have plagued the Boston neighborhoods and many 
other parts of the country.  Boston 911 calls on 
fireworks were up by 5,543 percent in June.  Social 
media had hundreds of exasperated comments, 
mostly sounding like, “Why isn’t anybody doing 
anything about the fireworks!”

It gets worse.  The New Hampshire fireworks in-
dustry had oversize billboards in Massachusetts ad-
vertising the purchasing of illegal-in-Massachusetts 
fireworks, and in some parts of Boston, Phantom 
Fireworks went door to door, leaving door knob 
hangers advertising how to obtain illegal fireworks.  
The young people we asked about the source of their 
fireworks as they walked into Savin Hill Park to set 
them off, told us they had just driven down from 
New Hampshire with them.

At 2 a.m.,  I learned that nearly all fireworks come 
from China, but the main supplier in this part of 
the country is Phantom Fireworks, a $100 million 
company headquartered in Youngstown, Ohio, and 
owned by Bruce Zoldan.  The company has a con-
nection to the 2013 Boston Marathon bombing and 
an attempted bombing in Times Square.  Tamerlan 
Tsarnaev, one of the Boston bombers, purchased 
“Lock and Load” mortar kits from the Phantom 
Fireworks facility in Seabrook NH, the explosives 
of which were likely used in creating bombs for the 
Marathon.  Failed Times Square bomber Faisal 

Shahzad purchased his 
fireworks from a Phan-
tom Fireworks store in 
Pennsylvania.   

On May 22, 2019, 
Zoldan met with Presi-
dent Trump to discuss his 
proposed $300 billion in 
tariffs on Chinese goods, 
which included fireworks that are overwhelmingly 
imported from China.  On June 25, it was announced 
that Phantom had agreed to donate $750,000 
worth of fireworks to Trump’s 2019 Fourth of July 
celebration, which was followed by his decision to 
hold off his threatened tariffs. Jordan Libowitz from 
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics commented: 
“This is another example of how private companies 
attempt use their money to influence the government 
by stroking the president’s ego.” Zoldan’s political 
contributions are on both sides of the aisle.  

On Saturday, dialing 911 for hours was an exercise 
in frustration.  After being put on hold in a couple of 
languages, the next thing I heard was loud computer 
noises, followed by a request to stay on the line.  At 
10 p.m, I finally got an operator, who told me that 
there were 1,500 calls pending.  At midnight, as all 
hell was breaking loose, the 911 system seemed to 
fail.  It didn’t shut down, but you couldn’t get anyone; 
you just got the same loop asking that I stay on the 
line, and ultimately cutting me off.

Maybe we can excuse the lack of action in May, but 
after several houses burned down, and a chunk of 
Savin Hill Park burned after being hit by fireworks, 
I thought that leaders at the state and city would 
take action quickly.  

But it was too little, too late.  Considering that May 
saw historic numbers of complaints about fireworks 
in Boston, a 2,300 percent increase over the previous 
year, (as noted, June’s calls were up almost twice 
that number) why did Attorney General Maura 
Healey wait until July 1 to issue a cease and desist 
order to Phantom Fireworks to stop advertising in 
Massachusetts? 

Why were Massachusetts state troopers not 
deployed at the border to seize illegal fireworks 
flooding into the state?  Did Gov. Baker contact 
New Hampshire’s elected officials to ask for help in 
curtailing sales to Massachusetts residents?  Any-
one could have predicted that July 4 would have a 
historic level of fireworks, yet the Boston Police did 
not have adequate staffing to deal with skyrocket-
ing levels of 911 calls.  And why did Mayor Walsh 
wait until June 26 to create a task force to address 
illegal fireworks? 

Neighborhood folks are disgusted and should be 
demanding answers.  And brace yourselves – those 
New Hampshire fireworks typically sell at deep 
discounts after July 4.
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Editorial Commentary

 Bill Walczak

Inaction on fireworks
prompts many questions

To the Editor: 
In February, I had a private meeting with City 

Councillor Michelle Wu in her office along with 
my former principal and current staff member at 
Roxbury Prep High School. We were there to ask 
that my school, Roxbury Prep, be treated fairly.  For 
400 days, my school has waited to be placed on the 
Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA) 
agenda for a vote on a project for a new high school 
at 361 Belgrade Ave. in Roslindale, a site that is 
already zoned for a school.

For the past several years, my peers in 11th and 
12th grade have been separated from 9th and 
10th graders. We didn’t have a cafeteria or updated 
science labs. We ate lunch at our desks and walked 
a mile to the Y for gym. Meanwhile, 361 Belgrade 
continues to stand as an unused automotive service 
center instead of a beautiful public high school for 
beautiful Black and Latinx children.

I am grateful that many elected officials of color 
have already taken a position of support for our 
cause.  I wanted Councillor Wu to do so as well. She 
lives in Roslindale, where our proposed school would 
be. We appealed to her for help. I was surprised by 
what she told me in that meeting in February.

She told us: You have been mistreated. You have 
been made to go on a wild goose chase. The reason 
you have not been placed on the agenda stems from 
racism. And then she told us that she would remain 
silent on this injustice.

She doesn’t want to see a school at that site, even 
though it is zoned for a school. This is fine. Everyone 
is entitled to their opinion.  What is disheartening is 

that the councillor declined to call out the injustice 
in her own community, in her own back yard.  

I just graduated from high school. I’m headed to 
Brown University on a full scholarship to study 
biochemistry, despite the fact that our inadequate 
school building didn’t have the type of lab that my 
new peers at Brown would have had. But my siblings 
are in middle school at Roxbury Prep. They deserve 
the new high school that my peers and I deserved 
and didn’t get.

The world is different today than it was in Febru-
ary. Many people are recognizing that silence from 
good people is a tool of oppressors, allowing people 
to easily ignore the problem at hand. Councillor Wu 
wrote in her email to supporters recently: “Black 
Lives Matter. And we must all use every platform 
and lever of power to confront racism in our lives, 
laws, and institutions.”

She added: “To move forward, the question for 
every elected official should not be whether we can 
point to some work to address racism, but whether 
we are taking all possible action within our power 
to implement anti-racist policies, from legislation 
to budgets and oversight. Hold us accountable to 
get it done.”

I am hopeful in reading those words. Perhaps 
Councillor Wu now recognizes what that means to 
the students and families of Roxbury Prep and that 
she will finally make a public statement about 361 
Belgrade.

Yinessa Baez
Roxbury Prep Class of 2020

Wu should speak up about Roxbury Prep
Letter to the Editor

Making the case
for Keith Love Field

Keith Love
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Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
The photos of police officers and 

protesters taking a knee and hugging 
have been very moving but the hostile 
and provocative police actions at the 
large Not One More Demonstration 
in Franklin Park action on Tuesday, 
June 2 clearly reflected an extremely 
different approach. 

After a peaceful march and rally, 
in response to the deaths of Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, and 
other Black lives lost, as the protest-
ers began to march out of the park, 
a phalanx of motorcycle police came 
roaring down the road toward Shat-
tuck Hospital where the speakers had 
been and the protestors were exiting 
the park. The police’s sirens screaming 
and the lights flashing scattered the 
demonstrators. The police motorcycles 
were followed by two police cars and a 
police wagon which were also speeding 
as if there was an extremely danger-
ous action taking place. Again, with 
sirens and lights flashing.

It was a provocative show of hos-
tile force.  People were yelling at the 
police and the feeling was tense and 
threatening.  

Dan Luker, a 70-year-old, Vietnam 
Veteran and an experienced Boston 
peacekeeper was shoved with a club 
by one officer and shouldered by an-
other. He told me: “I have never seen 
the police as aggressive, angry and 
unfriendly as I did that evening.  As 

the person who has coordinated Veter-
ans for Peace Peacekeeping missions 
over the last several years, I have felt 
there was an element of cooperation 
with the police in the past, that was 
replaced at the end of this demonstra-
tion by an aggressive, threatening and 
confrontational stance by the police.”

Luckily the organizers of the dem-
onstration had recruited peacekeep-
ers who maneuvered in between the 
protestors and the police. One must 
wonder how much the fact that this 
demonstration was in the Black com-
munity motivated the police to come 
as if they were preparing for combat 
rather than to maintain order in a 
large gathering. 

It has been very inspiring to see 
this movement take off. The levels 
of involvement of young people is 
extremely encouraging. White allies 
and activists, especially those of us in 
positions of privilege, must continue 
to use that privilege to push you, our 
leaders, to change. 

While you have been saying some 
of the right things, change must go 
beyond words. The police need to be 
demilitarized. I also call on the mayor 
and the city council to hold hearings 
about the history of Faneuil Hall to 
see if the people of Boston want keep 
it as a monument to a slave trader. Is 
this not a small gesture toward racial 
justice with huge meaning for our city?

– Kelley Ready, Dix Street

Police were too aggressive 
at protest in Franklin Park

To the Editor:
Don’t keep telling me that what is 

happening in my part of the city— 
Bowdoin-Geneva— is probably hap-
pening elsewhere.  It is hard to believe 
the degree of dysfunctional behavior 
could possibly be worse. It defies cred-
ibility of what we are forced to endure 
on a daily basis.  

Now, mind you, there is still no other 
place I would rather be, but I feel as 
though I am being tested.

Doubtless, you don’t want to hear 
about fireworks.  Yeah, I get it. But, 
just let me give you a little taste of the 
war-zone-like feel in my neighborhood 
over the past six weeks.  

The bombardment can last anywhere 
from 6 to 10 hours a day.  On Satur-
day, (July 4), it went for 9.5 hours 
stopping at 4:30 Sunday morning.  I 

tried oh so hard to not call 911. But 
when we felt like bombs were going off 
overhead and the house shook, I did.  

The 911 operator could only reply, 
“We are doing the best we can and some 
of us are working 18-hour days, going 
home to sleep, and returning back to 
start over again.”    

Now entering Week 7 and two days 
after the Fourth , are we going to con-
tinue living in a war zone or return to 
normal living?  Any bets? 

As some of my fellow Dorchester 
folks might have said in this paper 
a few weeks ago: “Welcome to urban 
living.  If you can’t take it, move back 
where you came from.”  

Well, guess what?  I am from here! My 
family and I have been more involved 
in our community and this city than 
most other people living in Boston.  By 

the way, our household is made up 
of two seniors who are retired from 
work, but not retired from more than 
doing their part to make this a better 
place for all.  

Yes, a Fireworks Task Force has been 
created, but only a few days before the 
Fourth of July. Unbelievable!  Why 
not start to develop some different 

strategies at the beginning of the New 
Year?  Why not start addressing the 
advertising of these illegal, danger-
ous products when there still might 
be snow on the ground as opposed to 
days before the Fourth!

Davida Andelman
Chair, Greater Bowdoin/Geneva

Neighborhood Association

Explosives create ‘war zone’ feel to neighborhood

The reality is that transit justice is racial justice
By uS rep. ayanna preSSLey

Over the past several months, com-
munities nationwide have seen many 
of the deeply entrenched inequities and 
injustices in our society laid bare. The 
dual public health and economic crises 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 
have disproportionately impacted 
low-income families and communi-
ties of color in the Massachusetts 7th 
and nationwide, while the tragic and 
unjust murders of unarmed Black 
people at the hands of police officers 
have underscored the constant threat 
to Black lives in America, and spurred 
righteous rage across our country and 
around the globe. 

As we work to stop this pandemic and 
fundamentally reimagine our criminal 
legal system, we must also demand 
changes that address the systemic 
inequities and injustices we encounter 
elsewhere in community—such as 
those in transportation and housing. 

Everyone has a right to live and 
travel safely in community, but that 
right is denied to far too many in our 
communities. From subpar and over-
priced housing in our neighborhoods 
to bus and train routes that force 
communities of color to spend hours 
more on transit every year, our basic 
infrastructure is exacerbating and 
reinforcing systemic racism in our 

community. 
It’s time to eliminate these injustices 

once and for all, and that’s what I’m 
fighting to do.

In Boston, Black commuters spend 
an average of 64 more hours per year 
on the bus than white riders, and the 
data show that low-income families 
pay the most out of pocket for public 
transportation. To address these ineq-
uities and improve community mobil-
ity, I introduced the Freedom to Move 
Act with US Sen. Ed Markey, which 
would invest in public transit as a 
public good and ensure that everyone 
in community is able to get to school, 
work, and critical services without 
breaking the bank or spending hours 
on a bus or train. 

Following calls from transit activists 
and leaders like Boston City Councilor 
At-Large Michelle Wu to “Free the T,” 
our bill would provide new federal 
funding to transit agencies like the 
MBTA in exchange for those agencies 
agreeing to eliminate or reduce fares 
for riding and incentivize those agen-
cies to make investments that center 
equity, like redesigning inefficient bus 
routes in low-income and underserved 
communities.

Key tenets of this legislation were 
included in the Moving Forward Act 
passed by the US House just last week, 
specifically a demonstration program 

that will support free and reduced 
priced transit fare programs. This 
landmark legislation would invest $1.5 
trillion in our infrastructure and trans-
portation systems and I was proud to 
see several key provisions included to 
ensure our infrastructure investments 
finally center equity and justice for all 
communities. 

The Moving Forward Act also in-
cludes the Housing as Infrastructure 
Act, legislation introduced by Chair-
woman Maxine Waters (D-CA) and 
supported by several of my colleagues 
and me on the House Financial Ser-
vices Committee. The bill would invest 
$100 billion in our nation’s affordable 
housing stock, including $70 billion 
for the construction of new affordable 
housing. With housing costs skyrocket-
ing and communities of color dispropor-
tionately impacted, it’s time we invest 
in housing as a critical component of 
our nation’s infrastructure. 

This bill is a bold step toward 
rejecting the legacy of redlining—a 
racist practice used by banks to deny 
financial services to people of color – 
and finally affirming housing as the 
human right that it is and ensuring 
that everyone has a safe, affordable 
place to call home. 

We cannot talk about public trans-
portation in our communities without 
acknowledging the environmental 

racism and resulting health dispari-
ties caused by increased pollution in 
our neighborhoods. When cars and 
buses sit in traffic in our communities, 
the greenhouse gas emissions and 
exhaust they release directly harms 
us all. One way to reduce these emis-
sions is to better support our bicycle 
commuters and encourage more folks 
to get out of their cars and onto their 
bikes, something I’ve championed as 
co-chair of the Congressional Bike 
Caucus. Cycling is cost effective, en-
vironmentally friendly, and will help 
keep our communities moving and 
healthy. This is why I advocated for 
provisions to be included in the Mov-
ing Forward Act to support more bike 
friendly infrastructure investments, 
expand bikeshare programs like Blue-
Bikes here in the Massachusetts 7th 
and incentivize employers to establish 
bicycle commuting benefits.

Transit justice is racial justice, a 
reality we can no longer ignore. As 
we do the hard work of undoing gen-
erations of systemic racism, we must 
keep transportation and infrastructure 
front of mind so that we can finally af-
firm the right of all to live and move 
safely, accessibly, and affordably in 
community. 

Ayanna Pressley represents the Mas-
sachusetts 7th district in Congress.
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By Katie trojano
reporter Staff

Transportation advo-
cates and their political 
allies renewed calls for 
dramatic reforms to the 
MBTA system— with 
a specific emphasis on 
“unfair fares”— during 
an event in Roxbury’s 
Nubian Square on July 1 
attended by City Council 
President Kim Janey, 
Councillor-at-Large Mi-
chelle Wu, state Rep. 
Nika Elugardo, and 
leaders from advocacy 
groups, including the 
Fairmount-Indigo Tran-
sit Coalition.

“Last year we had vol-
unteers come together 
to cover every single 
rapid transit station on 
the MBTA to demand 
action and change for 
transit justice,” said Wu. 
“On the one-year anni-
versary, we’re coming 
together as leaders and 
community activists, 
and elected officials to 
renew the call for action 
for transit justice.”

Specific initiatives 
outlined by Wu and 
others include a call 
to maintain rear-door 
boarding on buses with 
no fare collection; the 
adoption of a “means-
tested” MBTA fare 
system-wide; decrimi-
nalization of fare col-
lection; commuter rail 
electrification and fare 

equity; and better bus 
facilities. 

“Since [last year] it is 
clear that this has grown 
into a movement,” said 
Janey, who called it a “ra-
cial justice issue and an 
economic justice issue. 
I know what it means 
to take the bus, but I do 
have options and choices 
as a city councillor that 
most of the people in my 
district don’t,” she added. 
“What COVID has shown 
us is we can have free 
buses. Let me be really 
clear: I’m not looking for 
fare reductions, I want 
to see free buses on cer-
tain bus lines. We can’t 
continue to think about 
public transit as a way 
to bring in folks from 
the suburbs. We have to 
take care of the residents 
right here in our city.” 

Mela Miles, lead or-
ganizer for the Greater 
Four Corners Action Co-
alition and chairwoman 
of the Fairmount-Indigo 
Transit Coalition, said 
that impacts from the vi-
rus underlined the need 
for more action.

“A lot of people have 
lost their jobs and last 
year the unfair hikes 
were one issue, but today 
the issue is exacerbated 
because of people’s loss 
of jobs and the issues of 
crowding that took place 
during the outbreak,” 
she said.

Miles said activists 
have asked MBTA Gen-
eral Manager Steve 
Poftak to update and 
enhance the technology 
for the bus system’s sani-
tizing air conditioners 
to promote respiratory 
health. 

She also gave credit to 
the MBTA for launch-
ing a new pilot pro-
gram on the Fairmount 
Line. Starting July 22, 
eight additional trains 
per weekday will be been 
added to the line, which 
connects Readville to 
South Station, increas-
ing frequency and con-
venience for commuters. 

“This speeds up the 
opportunity for people to 
have to get from point A 
to point B without having 
to sit on crowded busses.” 
said Miles.

As part of the year-
long pilot program, T 
riders can also now use 
CharlieCard to ride the 
Fairmount Line. The T 
has installed “valida-
tors” on all Zone 1A sta-
tion platforms — which 
includes all of the ones 
in Dorchester and Mat-
tapan. 

“Advocates have been 
working for over 15 
years to get the MBTA 
to allow the use of the 
CharlieCards on the 
Fairmount Line that 
runs through the ma-
jority of  Black and 

Brown communities,” 
said Miles. Still, she 
said, more investments 
in transportation need 
to be made. 

“Our transportation 
system is the lifeline for 
our community to get to 
their jobs, to get to ev-
erything that they need 
to do and we don’t have 
the option to just go find 
some other way to get 
around,” she said. “So, 
we have to have more 
buses out here, we need 
cleaner greener buses for 
our respiratory health, 
more affordability and 
we’re asking for the 
MBTA to make sure the 
buses are safe to ride on 
as people come back in 
greater numbers.” 

Stacy Thompson, ex-
ecutive director of Live-
ableStreets Alliance, 
said, “It is our moral 
obligation to make sure 
that people have safe, 
affordable, and reliable 
access to transportation. 
My key message today 
is when you hear things 
like ‘clean buses’ and 
‘better service’ that’s not 

crazy or insurmountable. 
These are reasonable, 
achievable solutions that 
both the Legislature and 
the MBTA have the abil-
ity to act on right now.” 

She added: “The MBTA 
could make the choice to 
just allow all door board-
ing. That is a choice that 
doesn’t require technol-
ogy, doesn’t require a 
vote. It’s a choice they 
could make today.” 

Thompson noted that 
legislators have “pushed 
through a revenue pack-
age” that the Senate 
“must act” on. 

Elugardo, who repre-
sents the 15th Suffolk/
Norfolk District, pointed 
to two bills passed by 
the House— a trans-
portation bond bill and 
transportation revenue 
bill— that are awaiting 
Senate approval. 

“In urban communities 
across the state, people 
of color are taking public 
transit and buses at a 
rate 50 percent higher, 
and getting worse, less 
frequent, asthma-induc-
ing service,” Elugardo 

said. “Free buses is pos-
sible fiscally...if we want 
to increase the revenues 
in our state we need to 
make sure that every-
body has equal access 
to work, housing, and to 
being healthy.” 

Jarred Johnson, execu-
tive director of Transit 
Matters, said that the 
pandemic has “turned 
the world upside down” 
for essential workers 
that rely on public tran-
sit.

“We need to honor 
those workers that we’ve 
been clapping for and 
waving signs for,” he 
said. “What would be a 
disgrace is for us to go 
back to terrible traffic 
because we’re not invest-
ing in public transit.” 

Chris Dempsey, execu-
tive director of Transpor-
tation for Massachu-
setts Advocacy Coalition, 
called for Senate action 
to invest in transporta-
tion immediately. 

“My message today 
is very simple and very 
clear: the Massachusetts 
State Senate must act.”

 

The Team at Mattapan Community Health Center is committed  
to keeping our patients, community and staff  

safe and healthy during these most challenging times. 
 
 
 

Primary Care - Telehealth Visits 
Behavioral Health – Telehealth Visits 

Dental – Emergency Visits 
 

Please call 617-296-0061 before coming to the health center 
 or if you have any questions. 

 
We remain open with reduced hours: 

     Monday- Thursday       9:00am – 6:00pm 
              Friday                  8:30am – 5:00pm 

         Saturday                        Closed 
 

It is during these challenging times that we come together. 
 
 

 

We Care for the Whole You 

                         MATTAPAN COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 
                        1575 Blue Hill Avenue, Mattapan, MA 02126 

Advocates, councillors push
senators on ‘transit justice’

A group of transit advocates and elected officials gathered after a press confer-
ence in Roxbury’s Nubian Square last Thursday, July 2. Katie Trojano photo
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around Boston; Sibling Organic Crops, 
a local farm that grows Asian and 
Caribbean specialty produce; Stony 
Creek Farm, which sells grass-fed 
beef, meat products, eggs, and honey; 
and Evergreen Delivery, which will 
distribute fresh fish from Red’s Best, 
available only through preorder with 
the vendor.

The inaugural will also feature a 
“roaming greenhouse” vehicle pro-
vided by the landscaping business 
Cityscapes, which will sell herbs and 
plant arrangements with proceeds 
benefiting Apprenticed Learning, a 
career education nonprofit based in 
Jamaica Plain. 

The streamlined market setup will 
consist of four 10x10- foot tents spaced 
at least 12 feet apart on the Vince Dro-
ser Memorial Plaza next to the north 
entrance of Ashmont station. Some of 
the more interactive elements of the 
farmers market, including informa-
tion tables, games and activities, and 
live music, have been put on hold for 
this season. 

But, Cartee noted, it was important 
to reopen the market “with a focus on 
food access.” With more families expe-
riencing unemployment, struggling 
with rent, or otherwise left financially 
vulnerable by the pandemic, access 
to healthy, affordable food remains a 
top priority. 

One goal of the farmers market this 
year will be to connect people who use 
SNAP/EBT to the Healthy Incentive 

Program (HIP), which uses Massa-
chusetts Department of Education 
and federal money as a two-pronged 
expansion of food access while support-
ing local farmers and families in need. 

Cartee said that a grant from the 
city of $3,000 in food access coupons 
will help facilitate those connections in 
the coming weeks. SNAP households 
are automatically eligible for HIP, and 
can be reimbursed for $40-$80 worth 
of produce per month based on house-
hold size. In other words, qualifying 
members who spend $40 on produce at 
the farmers market will immediately 
get that $40 put back on their card.

To learn more about HIP or for more 
information about the Ashmont Farm-
ers Market, visit greaterashmont.org/
farmers-market. 

(Continued from page 1)

Streamlined for pandemic 
considerations,
Ashmont Farmers Market 
returns on Friday
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CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER  
637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124

(617) 825-9660 | CODMAN.ORG

YOUR HEALTH & SAFETY 
IS OUR TOP PRIORITY

SAFE & OPEN

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER  
IS HAPPY TO BE OPEN  

FOR ROUTINE MEDICAL CARE.

We are keeping patients and staff  
safe by offering curbside check-in,  

limiting capacity, and frequent cleanings. 

CALL 617-825-9660  
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

By danieL SHeeHan
reporter Staff

Last Tuesday, Valen-
tino Perrina, the CEO 
of Nutre Meal Plans, 
delivered several boxes 
containing  more than 
200 pre-prepared meals 
to InnerCity Weightlift-
ing’s Dorchester gym, 
the second of several 
deliveries planned as 
part of a new relation-
ship between the North 
Shore-based nutrition 
startup and the Fields 
Corner-area fitness non-
profit. 

For ICW founder Jon 
Feinman, forging a part-
nership based on food 
and fitness “made perfect 
sense.” For Perrina, it 
also represents an oppor-
tunity to actively make a 
difference in the lives of 
Black and brown people.

“I’m a white business 
owner from the North 
Shore,” said Perrina. 
“So, it’s like, do I speak 
on my social media plat-
forms? What can I do? 
We’re always about ‘ac-
tions speak louder than 
words,’ so we were trying 
to look for a local com-
pany that’s getting in-
volved in the community 
and trying to help people 
as much as possible 
and better people, like 
we are. So, these guys 
have a perfect alignment 
because they’re trying 
to help people become 
their best selves, and 

we’re trying to do the 
same thing –that’s our 
mission.”

Feinman added that 
food insecurity is often 
a real issue among the 
roughly 200 people in the 
weightlifting program, 
many of whom come 
from impoverished back-
grounds and have spent 
time incarcerated.

 “We’ve got guys who 
come and work out and 

a lot of people that we 
have at the start of the 
program, they don’t have 
employment. So, you 
know, food is not a guar-
antee the same way it is 
for me. And other times 
we also have people come 
in and want to work out, 
but they’re too hungry 
and don’t. The opportu-
nity to partner with a 
prepared food company 
that’s nutritious, from 

our perspective, it made 
a ton of sense.”

Feinman started ICW 
in 2010 after an experi-
ence with Americorps in 
which he worked with 
current and former gang 
members in East Boston 
gave him “an incred-
ible opportunity to meet 
people as individuals, as 
humans, rather than just 
statistics.” 

After “hitting a ceil-
ing” in a brief personal 
training stint, he decided 
he wanted to start a 
program that made an 
impact on a deeper level.

 “It was initially just 
a weight training pro-
gram,” explained Fein-
man. “Then you start do-
ing the work and you’ve 
got people who are shot 
and paralyzed, people 
going in and out of jail.”

Feinman’s eyes were 
opened to the “daily life 
complications” that can 
make it hard for someone 
to see a future. “Col-
lege, education, careers; 
anyone wants that. But 
when your struggles of 
today are so severe that 
tomorrow might not ex-
ist, you can’t prioritize 
things that are off in the 
future.”

As such, the ICW pro-
gram evolved into a 
four-stage model built 
on trust, hope, social 
capital, and economic 
mobility. The first two of 
those values can often be 
the most important for 
those who walk through 
ICW’s doors.

 “The gym gives us a 
reason to connect with 
someone that society 
tells us otherwise to 
avoid, to earn their trust. 
And it gives us a place 
to deepen that relation-
ship, to put options on 
the table, to be a part-
ner with someone so 
that they don’t feel like 
they have to solve any 
problem alone. And that 
starts to lead to hope for 
the future.”

ICW provides oppor-

tunities for members to 
attain the latter two – so-
cial capital and economic 
mobility – through its 
personal training career 
track, whereby trainees 
can become certified 
practitioners.

 “Not only do they gain 
economic mobility from 
that as they start making 
anywhere from $20-$80 
an hour, it also flips all 
the power dynamics...
it ends up bridging so-
cial capital in this re-
ally genuine way where 
people who have been op-
pressed, historically and 
today, are taking control 
of their own narrative. 
It becomes a platform 
to amplify someone’s 
voice and agency. They 
gain access to these new 
networks and opportuni-
ties, and at the same time 
they’re changing people’s 
worldview as to who they 
are, and the communi-
ties they live in.”

Joey Rivera, a 30-year-
old ICW member who 
grew up in the South 
End, credited the pro-
gram with “exposing him 
to things he had no idea 
about.” One Thanksgiv-
ing with nowhere to go, 
Rivera was invited to 
a family gathering by 
another ICW member. 
Another time, Feinman 
took Rivera and others 
surfing. Providing those 
positive opportunities 
and building a sense of 
community make ICW 
more than just a place 
to work out, explained 
Rivera.

 “Even sometimes 
when I was having a hard 
time finding something 
to eat, I’d come to the gym 
and they’d always have 
donated food – you know, 
bread, peanut butter and 
jelly, water – time to look 
at stuff on the computer, 
even just community 
with the guys, coming 
and hanging out, play-
ing Playstation, having 
a safe place to be...it’s 
somewhere to find some 

positive advice and sup-
port.”

Reginald Talbert, a 
Fields Corner native 
and Head of Advocacy at 
ICW, said the program 
has an ability unlike 
others to “open doors.” 
Talbert has been with 
the organization since its 
inception in 2010 after 
leaving a tough situation.

 “I had just come home 
from doing 15 years in 
prison,” he explained. 
“It opened doors for me. 
It put me in a position to 
get a job, custody of my 
grandkids, taking care of 
my family as well as my-
self. Before I got to ICW, 
I hadn’t been out of jail 
for more than 12 months 
straight my whole life. I 
got here, they gave me 
the opportunity, and I 
haven’t been back in jail 
since.”

Talbert says he began 
the process of trans-
forming himself through 
weight training while 
incarcerated, even tak-
ing some of his younger 
peers and leading them 
through a weightlifting 
regimen. As such, tran-
sitioning to a personal 
trainer track once out of 
prison came fairly natu-
rally to him; “what we’re 
doing here, I was already 
doing in jail,” he noted.

But the success rate 
at ICW is nearly un-
matched; for those who 
stick with the program, 
recidivism rates drop 
from 90 percent to 8 
percent. 

Said Talbert: “This 
program is one program 
that pretty much does 
what it says. I’m 54; I’ve 
been around. This is the 
only one that the CEO 
still does what he’s sup-
posed to do...he’s here 
with us, he’s staying 
on the course. And if 
he wasn’t who he was, 
I wouldn’t still be here, 
and I would have took all 
these kids with me. But 
Jon has done more than 
the average cat...

“I live in Fields Corner, 
I’ve been here my whole 
life. If you’re gonna come 
in my neighborhood to do 
something positive for 
the youth, I’m gonna be 
right there with you all 
along – plus I’m gonna 
make sure you’re doing 
the right thing for my 
youth. And he has.”

For Talbert, the big-
gest difference between 
ICW and other programs 
for at-risk youth is that 
the gym never gives up 
on kids who might make 
missteps or show up to 
training drunk or high. 
This generation of kids 
“gets turned down so 
much, and it’s hard for 
them to put their trust in 
someone,” he said. 

“Here, the doors are 
always open, and that’s 
the best you can do for 
anybody. If you close the 
door on me one time, I’m 
not gonna come back...
there’s nothing this or-
ganization won’t try to 
do for you.”

To InnerCity Weightlifting, fitness without food 
a surefire non-starter; owner, nutrition firm work on issue

CEO of Nutre Meal Plans Valentino Perrina, left, and ICW founder Jon Feinman posed with two of Nutre’s 
prepackaged meals. Nutre is donating around 1,500 meals to the nonprofit gym. Daniel Sheehan photo



July 9, 2020   THE REPORTER         Page 13dotnews.com

                             WE KNOW LOCAL

  

 Want to
 talk insurance?

 CALL THE OLD KIDS ON THE BLOCK.

Your car. Your home. Your business. They’re all in the area. Wouldn’t it be nice to work with an insurance company that is, too?  We’ve been in 
Dorchester since 1923. So at this point, we’re not only insurance experts, we’re local experts.  Call us to get the policy that’s right (really right) for you.  

Call 617 825-3900. Or visit Hlevenbaum.com

Landlords, tenants at odds, but agree on need for rent bailout
Renters Can’t Pay
Evictions could soar 

in Massachusetts in 
the months to come, as 
housing relief measures 
and pandemic unem-
ployment benefits expire 
over the summer. The 
state could extend its 
current moratorium on 
evictions, but critics say 
any new laws must pro-
tect landlords as well.

Carolina said that 
landlords need to un-
derstand the situation 
tenants are facing: “It’s 
not that we want to live 
for free. We can’t work 
now — and we’ve never 
been short on the rent 
before.”

The other side of the 
coin is that without 
income, landlords can’t 
keep up on their pay-
ments, either.

In normal times, Caro-
lina and her family 
might be facing evic-
tion. But renters across 
the state are protected 
by the moratorium on 
evictions that has been 
in place for the last 
three months. It’s set 
to expire on Aug. 18, 
however, and advocates 
say Massachusetts could 
see a massive wave of 
displacement that would 
hit hardest in Black and 
brown neighborhoods.

For a sense of how 
many evictions could be 
brewing, the state Hous-

ing Court told WBUR 
that last year saw an av-
erage of 7,653 evictions 
per quarter. Today, the 
court is already sitting 
on roughly 5,000 evic-
tion cases, all on hold 
because of the pandemic.

But the coronavirus 
crisis could multiply the 
normal number of evic-
tions, experts say.

“It’s going to tremen-
dously increase the 
number of evictions,” 
said Steve Meacham, an 
organizer with the ten-
ants’ rights group City 
Life/Vida Urbana. “If 
you look at people who 
are on unemployment, 
or how many renters are 
expected to be behind 
on their rent when the 
moratorium ends … 
we’re gonna see a huge 
upswing.”

M a s s  I N C  e s t i -
mates that between 
April and June, nearly 
a third of renters in the 
state missed paying at 
least some rent — and 
the longer the pandemic 
continues, the worse the 
numbers could be.

Meacham also points 
out that the coronavirus 
struck while Massachu-
setts was already in the 
midst of a housing crisis: 
“Mass building clearcuts 
… it was just awful. We 
don’t want to go back to 
that normal.”

Now housing advo-
cates says something 

has to be done, either 
to guarantee incomes 
through the epidemic, 
or to prohibit evictions 
— or both.

And Meacham’s group 
says if the government 
is going to come up with 
vast sums of money to 
cover rent past and fu-
ture, it has to be part of 
a negotiation for “long-
term housing stability,” 
meaning some form of 
rent control.

As advocates seeking 
to extend the evictions 
moratorium argue it’s a 
public health necessity, 
critics say that would 
be devastating for some 
small landlords.
Landlords Can’t Pay

Carline Chery walks 
through the two-fam-
ily house she owns in 
Dorchester, complaining 
about all the lights on in 
broad daylight, and air 
conditioners humming 
in the windows. 

She says one of her two 
tenants stopped paying 
the rent in March. The 
tenants cited the evic-
tions moratorium as a 
justification for not pay-
ing — even though they 
appear to be working, 
she says.

The  mora to r ium 
doesn’t mean they can 
live rent free — it’s just 
that Chery can’t evict 
them even though they 
owe her $10,000 in back 
rent.

“It’s just like every-
thing I’m trying to do 
is working against me, 
because they know the 
law,” she says. “I can’t 
evict them. I’m forced 
to sell.”

Chery says after four 
months in the red, she 
wants out of the proper-
ty. And she has a buyer, 
only she can’t close un-
til the current tenant 
moves — and there’s no 
indication that’s going to 
happen any time soon.

Chery says if the rent 
moratorium is extended, 
legislators should create 
a mechanism to prevent 
bad-faith tenants from 
abusing the law.

And she’s not alone, 
according to Doug Quat-
trochi, head of the advo-
cacy group Mass Land-
lords. He says about 5 
percent of his members 
are unable to pay their 
bills and are ready to 
sell — and another 20 
percent don’t know how 
they’re going to make 
ends meet at the end of 
this year.

“There’s a lot of frus-
trated landlords who 
do feel like the eviction 
moratorium, by being so 
broad — you don’t have 
to prove you’re impacted 
by COVID — it just 
enables some people to 
take advantage,” Quat-
trochi says. “We don’t 
think it’s many, but it’s 
enough.”

Proposed Solutions
Clark Ziegler, head of 

the quasi-public Massa-
chusetts Housing Part-
nership, says stopping 
evictions alone won’t 
solve the underlying 
problem. “It costs money 
to provide housing,” he 
said. “And in addition 
to mortgage expenses, 
there are utilities and 
insurance and mainte-
nance and so on. And 
so unless we sort of 
replace this lost income 
at some scale, it’s hard to 
imagine other interven-
tions that can be very 
effective.

Keeping the rental 
market afloat, Ziegler 
says, could require a 
huge infusion of state 
or federal aid over the 
course of a year-long 
moratorium.

Some of the solu-
tion could come with 
the bill state lawmakers 
are weighing to extend 
the moratorium through 
next August. It would 
establish a relief fund 
to help landlords collect 
rent lost because of the 
pandemic, freeze rents 
during the 12-month 
period and establish a 
temporary “just cause” 
rule to limit evictions to 
certain causes unrelated 
to the health crisis.

Last month, Demo-
crats in Congress pro-
posed a new stimulus bill 
that would include $100 

billion in rental assis-
tance for low-income 
individuals, and ban all 
evictions for 12 months. 
But it has made little 
progress in the Senate.

At the state level, the 
Baker administration 
announced this week a 
new $20 million rental 
and mortgage assistance 
program.

Quattrochi from Mass 
Landlords says we need 
to think bigger — far 
bigger. He wants to see 
a new tax directed at sin-
gle-family zoning that 
would generate enough 
money to guarantee 
rents are paid until the 
pandemic ends.

And that could encour-
age municipalities to 
allow more multi-family 
zoning, addressing one 
of the biggest underlying 
problems of the state’s 
housing market: the lack 
of supply.

This story was first 
published by WBUR 
90.9FM on Monday, 
July 6. The Reporter 
and WBUR share con-
tent through a media 
partnership. The story 
was reported by WBUR 
reporter Simón Rios 
with assistance from El 
Planeta reporter Tibi-
say Zea. El Planeta is a 
Boston-based Spanish 
language newspaper 
serving the Hispanic 
community of New Eng-
land.

(Continued from page 1)



dotnews.comPage 14  THE REPORTER         July 9, 2020

The bill (S 2800) also 
contains State Police 
reforms that Gov. Baker 
proposed earlier this ses-
sion, including removal 
of the requirement that 
the governor appoint a 
colonel from within the 
department.

Sen. William Browns-
berger, a Belmont Demo-
crat who, with Chang-
Diaz, led the group of 
senators that crafted the 
bill, said Baker’s propos-
als were “picked up and 
implemented without 
much change.”

Broadly speaking, the 
Senate bill’s components 
fall into three categories, 
Chang-Diaz said. The 
Jamaica Plain Democrat 
said the themes are fight-
ing racism, reducing the 
risk of police misconduct, 
and “shifting from force 
and punishment to de-
escalation and helping.”

“Everything that’s in 
this bill is a priority,” 
she said.

Senate President 
Karen Spilka tasked 
the working group with 
developing legislation 
in response to the wave 
of protests against sys-
temic racism and police 
violence sparked by the 
death of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis police 
custody.

Spilka and House 

Speaker Robert DeLeo 
have each said they want 
to pass police reform leg-
islation before the July 
31 end of formal sessions, 
leaving a tight timeline 
for both branches to act 
and to reach agreement 
and send a final bill to 
Baker.

“In Beacon Hill in July, 
four weeks is an eter-
nity,” Spilka said. The 
House “may not buy in 
on this exact legislation,” 
she said, and senators 
“took the best ideas from 

both the House, the Sen-
ate, looking across the 
country.”

Spilka said the matter 
is “too urgent” not to get 
a bill to the governor.

The bil l  emerged 
Monday from the Sen-
ate Ways and Means 
Committee, rather than 
through a joint House-
Senate committee. Simi-
lar procedural moves on 
other legislation have 
at times sparked dis-
cord between the two 
branches, creating com-
plications for a bill’s 
progress.

On June 17, Baker 
filed his own police cer-
tification bill (H 4794), 
which is now before the 
Public Safety and Home-
land Security Commit-
tee and has not been 
scheduled for a public 
hearing. House Judicia-
ry Chair Claire Cronin 
is leading her branch’s 

efforts to develop a bill.
Juan Cofield, presi-

dent of the New England 
Area Conference of the 
NAACP, said he wanted 
the House to pass a bill 
that would “mimic or 
enhance the work of the 
Senate.”

Three representatives 
—Liz Miranda, Nika 
Elugardo, and Russell 
Holmes, all members 
of the Black and Latino 
Legislative Caucus — 
joined the senators for 
their press conference. 
Senate Majority Leader 
Cindy Creem attended 
as well.

Some measures in the 
Senate bill — the choke-
hold ban and establish-
ment of an officer’s duty 
to intervene if another 
uses force improperly – 
align with principles that 
DeLeo and Black and 
Latino Caucus Chair-
man Carlos Gonzalez 

announced on June 10 
they would address in a 
House bill.

DeLeo and Gonzalez 
also agreed to “the im-
mediate creation of an 
independent Office of Po-
lice Standards and Pro-
fessional Conduct to en-
sure minimum statewide 
policies and procedures 
for all law enforcement 
in the commonwealth 
(including procedures on 
the use of force) as well as 
statewide oversight and 
accountability ”includ-
ing police officer certi-
fication and enhanced 
training.”

DeLeo said in a state-
ment Monday that the 
House is working “to 
finalize our proposal 
and meet with relevant 
stakeholders,” and plans 
to release details “in the 
coming weeks.

“The House remains 
concentrated on pass-
ing a bill that can be 
signed into law in a 
timely fashion,” DeLeo 
said. “Additionally, we 
are committed to the 
creation of a strong and 
independent Office of 
Police Standards and 
Professional Conduct 
and believe the legisla-
tion should be focused 
on the priority items 
identified by the Black 
and Latino Legislative 
Caucus.”

Under the Senate’s 
proposal, a new Police 
Officer Standards and 
Accreditation Commit-
tee would be tasked 
with certifying officers, 
and have the ability to 
revoke or modify that 
certification, and to in-
vestigate complaints of 
misconduct.

Officers would need 
to be re-certified every 
three years, under the 
bill, and the committee 
would have to maintain 
a publicly searchable 
database of complaints 
against officers.

The Municipal Police 
Training Committee 

would be required to 
include “training on 
the history of slavery, 
lynching, racist legal 
institutions and racism 
in the United States in 
its in-service training,” 
according to a Senate 
Ways and Means sum-
mary.

According to Spilka’s 
office, the bill would 
allow police officers to 
be held civilly liable for 
excessive use of force, 
require “transparency 
and civilian authoriza-
tion for military equip-
ment acquisition” by a 
police department, and 
require the collection 
of racial and other data 
when pedestrians or cars 
are stopped. It would also 
prohibit school districts 
from sharing students’ 
personal information 
with police departments 
for gang databases.

The bill would limit 
law enforcement’s use of 
tear gas, other chemical 
weapons, rubber pellets 
and dogs and require re-
ports when such tactics 
are used.

It would also limit 
the use of deadly force 
to instances where de-
escalation tactics have 
failed or are not feasible 
and “such force is neces-
sary to prevent immi-
nent harm to a person 
and the amount of force 
used is proportional to 
the threat of imminent 
harm.”

“You can’t shoot some-
body because they’re 
running away,” Browns-
berger said. “That’s a 
big change in the field. 
That’s an important 
change.”

Along with creating a 
permanent Commission 
on the Status of African 
Americans, the Senate is 
also seeking to establish 
a pair of new task forces 
that would study the use 
of facial recognition tech-
nology and propose regu-
lations around the use of 
police body cameras.
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Senate police reform plan targets racism, tactical approaches

Sen. Will Brownsberger explained some of the policy details in the Senate’s 
omnibus police reform bill Monday morning. Senators were joined on the 
State House steps by advocates, a few House members, and Suffolk Sheriff 
Steve Tompkins.   Sam Doran/SHNS photo
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Employment Opportunity Ad
MEN@Home Coordinator

About the Position: The MEN@Home Coordinator 
position will work with Codman Square Neighborhood 
Development Corporation and its partners within 
the Male Engagement Network (MEN) to support 
and expand our housing stability work and amplify 
the Network’s leadership on housing stability and 
family unification as well as fuel its housing advocacy 
and coalition building strategy. The MEN@Home 
Coordinator will coordinate, facilitate and support our 
work driving systems change; and identify barriers to 
housing and create new modes of access for men of 
color. Experience/qualifications: Bachelor’s degree 
and/or at least 5 years relevant experience in coalition 
building, advocacy, and campaign development & 
implementation. For more information: Jason Boyd, 
617.825.4224 ex. 124 l jason@csndc.com.

Baker signs law authorizing mail-in, early voting options

By cHriS LiSinSKi
State HouSe
newS Service

The MBTA lags be-
hind several peer agen-
cies in its preparedness 
to minimize COVID-19 
risks as public activity 
resumes, falling short 
in both long-term plan-
ning and mandating safe 
rider practices despite 
success in cleaning and 
workforce management, 
according to an analysis 
by a business-backed 
group.

Authors at A Better 
City compared the T to 
public transit systems in 
New York City, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Phila-
delphia, and Washing-
ton, D.C. on a range of 
safety protocols. After 
assigning point val-
ues to represent how 
each agency fares on 
about two dozen differ-
ent actions, they ranked 
the MBTA second-last 
among the group, top-

ping only Washington’s 
system.

The group warned 
in a report last week 
that the gaps could 
exacerbate a trend of 
former public transit 
commuters turning to 
single-occupancy cars 
as they resume traveling 
for work.

“This anticipated 
mode shift to single occu-
pancy vehicles will lead 
to crippling roadway 
congestion, as well as in-
creased greenhouse gas 
emissions that will dis-
proportionately impact 
underserved communi-
ties and communities of 
color,” the report read.

The report gave the 
MBTA a score of 14.5, 
which trailed New 
York City’s MTA with 
21, Chicago’s CTA 
with 20, and both San 
Francisco’s BART and 
Philadelphia’a SEPTA 
with 15 points each.

Researchers based 

scores for transit sys-
tems on steps that tran-
sit leaders had taken 
as of June 23, when 
Massachusetts was still 
in Phase 2, Step 2 of its 
reopening plan and the 
T had just days earlier 
expanded service be-
yond the low levels of-
fered during the COVID 
outbreak’s peak.

A Better City rated 
the MBTA’s service 
restoration at that time 
as needing improvement 
compared to the five peer 
agencies, knocking the 
T for still not running a 
top-to-bottom full sched-
ule and for not offering 
more express routes.

Ridership cratered 
on the T during the 
pandemic, dropping as 
low as 10 percent of 
standard crowds on sub-
ways and 20 percent on 
buses. Gov. Baker has 
urged people who can 
still work from home to 
continue to do so.

The T has seen more 
riders come back since 
late May. With Mas-
sachusetts now in the 
third phase of its plan, 
even more businesses 
once again are able to 
open their doors to cus-
tomers and crowds could 
continue to grow.

The largest gaps the 
study cited between the 
T and other agencies 
came in broad planning 
and in physical dis-
tancing. All five peers 
have a comprehensive 
reopening plan in place, 
while ABC found that 
the MBTA’s Ride Safer 
campaign falls short of 
that target.

Authors also criticized 
the T’s approach to en-
suring passengers are 
not too close together, 
which has emerged 
amid the pandemic as 
one of the best public 
health strategies avail-
able to limit the spread 
-- particularly given the 

crowded conditions that 
are normally a feature 
on public transit.

According to the re-
port, as of June 23, the 
T only pressed riders to 
stay a minimum of three 
feet apart and encour-
aged greater distance. 
All other agencies except 
SEPTA implemented 
six-feet requirements, 
while the MBTA lost 
points for not embrac-
ing policies to mark 
distances in stations and 
on vehicles.

The T’s approach to 
face covering received 
a mixed review. MBTA 
officials said for weeks 
that they would encour-
age masks or face cover-
ings for passengers but 
could not enforce the 
policy, but as part of the 
new safety campaign, 
they have made cover-
ings available in some 

stations free of charge.
Amid those issues, 

ABC rated the MBTA as 
above average in clean-
ing and disinfecting and 
as achieving best prac-
tices for its workforce 
management by requir-
ing rear-door boarding 
on surface vehicles, pro-
viding personal protec-
tive equipment to staff, 
and conducting regular 
health screenings.

“In terms of equity 
and economic vitality, 
the stakes for the com-
monwealth have never 
been higher -- and the 
MBTA must do every-
thing in its power to 
ensure the health and 
safety of its operators 
and passengers and to 
facilitate the return of 
riders to the system,” 
ABC authors wrote.

T approach to COVID-19 may worsen traffic, study suggests

By cHriS LiSinSKi
State HouSe
newS Service

A dramatic expansion 
of mail-in and early vot-
ing in Massachusetts is 
now law, and Secretary 
of State William Galvin 
is preparing to quickly 
mail applications to all 
4.5 million of the state’s 
registered voters by a 
deadline next week. 

Galvin announced 

late Monday afternoon 
that Gov. Baker hd 
signed into law the 
reforms drafted dur-
ing the pandemic and 
aimed at ensuring max-
imum participation 
while allowing people 
to choose voting options 
and minimize their CO-
VID-19 risks. 

During this year’s 
election season, for the 
first time in the state’s 

history all voters who 
wish to do so will be 
able to cast a ballot via 
mail without needing to 
qualify for an absentee 
ballot.

Galvin’s office must 
send applications for 
mail-in primary elec-
tion ballots to all voters 
by July 15. His staff 
will then need to send 
another round of ap-
plications in September 

for the general election. 
The new law also 

creates the state’s first-
ever early voting period 
before a primary elec-
tion – Aug. 22 to Aug. 28 
– and expands general 
election early voting 
to run from Oct. 17 to 
Oct. 30. A six-member 
legislative conference 
committee reached a 
deal last week after 
each branch passed its 

own reform bills. 
The House passed the 

compromise legislation 
157-1, with only Dracut 
Democratic Rep. Colleen 
Garry voting against 
it, while the Senate 
approved the measure 
unanimously. Baker 
had until Sunday to 
decide whether to sign, 
veto, or return the bill 
with an amendment. 

By signing it Monday, 

he gave Galvin more 
than a week to meet 
the application-mailing 
deadline rather than 
only a few days. Baker 
had offered few hints 
about his thinking on 
the topic.  In late May, he 
questioned the urgency 
of the issue, arguing that 
“the elections are a long 
way away.”

By deBoraH BecKer
wBur reporter

Boston is among the 
three US cities that will 
form a so-called “Truth, 
Justice and Reconcili-
ation Commission” to 
review racial inequities, 
police violence, and mis-
conduct in the legal sys-
tem. District attorneys 
in Boston, Philadelphia, 
and San Francisco will 
create the commissions 
with a goal of starting 
work as early as this fall. 

The panels will re-
view the often fractured 
relationships between 
law enforcement and 
communities — many 
primarily comprised of 
people of color.

Suffolk County DA 
Rachael Rollins said 
the Boston commission 
will be designed with 
community input and 
will address both past 
misconduct and how to 
change to legal system.

“We’re going to ulti-
mately reimagine what 
the interaction between 
law enforcement and cer-
tain communities can be 
and this is one way we’re 
doing that,” Rollins said.

For example, Rollins 
said, she would like such 
a commission to look at 
local incidents, such as 
the fight over busing in 
Boston and the case of 

Charles Stuart. In 1989, 
Stuart falsely alleged 
that his pregnant wife 
Carol was fatally shot by 
a Black man. Before Stu-
art’s brother confessed 
that Stuart was the one 
who killed his wife to 
collect life insurance, 
and then Stuart killed 
himself, Boston police 
aggressively searched 
the Black community 
and made an arrest.

“Charles Stuart knew 
his audience and made 
a fake claim against a 
fictitious black person,” 
Rollins said. “Hell was 
reigned down upon the 
Mission Hill community 
and they were never 
apologized to. This com-
mission is an opportu-
nity to atone.”

Rollins said the Stuart 
case and others have 
created mistrust of law 
enforcement, which she 
said harms public safety. 
She envisions a Truth, 
Justice and Reconcili-
ation Commission as a 
way to address that.

“We are going to do the 
hard work to document. 
To atone. And I believe 
that we’re going to move 
forward and be able to 
solve more homicides or 
get more involvement 
from communities be-
cause they’ll finally feel 
they’ve been respected 

and acknowledged,” Rol-
lins said.

In part, the commis-
sions would be modeled 
after the Truth and Rec-
onciliation commissions 
formed when apartheid 
ended in South Africa in 
the 1990s.

The Grassroots Law 
Project is spearheading 
the commissions. Shaun 
King, the project’s co-
founder, said these com-
missions would be dif-
ferent because they’re 
overseen by district at-
torneys who could decide 
to prosecute.

“Because this would 
function as an endeavor 
— an effort — within the 
district attorney’s office, 
there’s a straight line to 
justice and change and 
policy shifts,” King said.

Despite several pro-
posed reforms amid the 
nationwide protests over 
police brutality and the 
murder of George Floyd, 
King said these commis-
sions are a step toward a 
new way of dealing with 
crime and justice.

“It’s OK to reform or 
tinker with the system, 
but sometimes we have 
to say we need to build 
a new system,’ King 
said. “Part of why we’re 
doing this now is to say 
we need to build a new 
system that considers 

all people in Boston, all 
people in Philadelphia, 
all people in San Fran-
cisco.”

The Grassroots Law 
Project and the DAs 
announced the plan to 
create the commissions 
last week. King said he 
hopes more cities will 
follow.

This story was first 
aired by WBUR 90.9FM 
on July 1. The Reporter 
and WBUR share con-
tent through a media 
partnership.

Rollins’s office to form commission 
on ‘truth, justice, and reconciliation’



dotnews.comPage 16  THE REPORTER         July 9, 2020

movement that contin-
ues to be a conversation,” 
she said. “It’s still some-
thing we are very much 
dealing with and trying 
to figure out the best ap-
proach to policy, working 
on the relationship be-
tween Black Americans 
and the police depart-
ment, and moving us 
away from where we’ve 
been and into something 
better.”

Last week, Everett, 
who said she has recently 
been endorsed by Katie 
Forde, who manages 
Boston’s Office of Hous-
ing Stability, hosted a 
virtual town hall with 
Lew Finfer, co-director 
of the Massachusetts 
Communities Action 
Network (MCAN), that 
took up unemployment 
and housing issues. The 
forum focused on legisla-
tion that— if passed—
would extend protections 
for tenants and home-
owners. 

“We have to make sure 
that homeowners and 
tenants get to stay in 
their homes while we are 
still trying to navigate,” 
she said.

“We do need more 
Black leadership, but 
we don’t just need Black 
leadership,” said Ever-
ett. “We need to make 
sure that it’s someone 
who represents our val-
ues and what we need 
to move forward. I know 
that our district is 85 per-
cent minority- majority, 

but we are a district that 
is diverse and everyone 
deserves representation 
regardless of our skin 
color.” 

She added: “We have 
to be very specific about 
exactly how we are redi-
recting funds and delving 
into things that have 
separated us for so long. 
We’ve been able to raise 
money even in these dire 
times.

“People are committed 
to seeing a change and 
having a voice. We have 
to stop being at the door 
of the State House. It’s 
time for us to be in the 
room and have a seat at 
the table about decisions 
that matter to us. And so, 
I’m ready to go and I’m 
ready to take my com-
munity’s voice with me.”

Cam Charbonnier, a 
lifelong Dorchester resi-
dent and a longtime aide 
to Mayor Walsh, has 
secured endorsements 
from several labor and 
union organizations, 
including IBEW Local 
2222, Mass Retirees 
Association, Teamsters 
Local 25, Sheet Metal 
Workers Local 17, The 
Boston Carmen’s Union 
Local 589, and Massa-
chusetts AFL-CIO.  He 
did not respond to the 
Reporter’s request for 
comment for this story.

During a virtual meet-
ing of the Lower Mills 
Civic Association mem-
bership last month, 
Charbonnier spoke of 

his accessibility in the 
community and experi-
ence working in local 
government. 

“I got involved in poli-
tics at a really young 
age and that gave me 
the opportunity of work-
ing with great local and 
statewide leaders,” said 
Charbonnier. “What that 
taught me is how to get 
stuff done, how to work 
with elected officials at 
the state and city level 
in order to ensure we’re 
delivering real results for 
residents and the com-
munity. I believe that I 
have the experience to hit 
the ground running and 
get to work on Day 1.”

Charbonnier said he’d 
push for reform around 
policing and the criminal 
justice system “in order 
to correct longstanding 
issues with systemic ra-
cial bias and ensure that 
we have a community 
police force that works 
hand in hand with resi-
dents, not a militarized 
one.”

He added that he 
would focus not just on 
inequities in the criminal 
justice system, but also 
on those that exist across 
the board.

“I want to focus on 
equitable access when it 
comes to housing, trans-
portation, community 
investment, just naming 
a few. If elected, I want 
to work every single day 
to ensure that all of the 
residents of this district 
have a voice and some-
one fighting for them,” 
he said.

The primary will, in 
effect, pick the next state 
representative for the 
12th Suffolk, which in-
cludes parts of Dorches-
ter, Mattapan, Hyde 
Park, and Milton. The 
general election is sched-
uled for Nov. 3, the same 
day as the presidential 
election.

from state Rep. Chyna 
Tyler of Roxbury. She 
has also won support 
from Sunrise Boston, a 
progressive group that 
is focused on “climate 
change through political 
action.”

Constituent engage-
ment has been very much 
about conversations con-
cerning systemic rac-
ism, the economy, and 
supporting health care 
workers, said Fluker-
Oakley. “People are talk-
ing about racial justice 
and police reform, tack-
ling systemic issues of 
racism and inequities, 
supporting our frontline 
workers and working 
with small businesses 
to ensure equitable ac-
cess to economic recov-
ery in the midst of this 
pandemic,” she told the 
Reporter.

The pandemic has 
highlighted racial health 
and housing disparities, 
which Fluker-Oakley 
said constituents are 
eager to address. “People 
really want to talk about 
getting to the root of the 
racial health disparities 
we’ve seen in Boston, 
particularly with people 
of color being dispro-
portionately affected 
by COVID,” she said, 
adding that families 
have struggled with re-
mote learning, and are 
anxious about childcare 
options and school re-
openings. 

“Parents and grand-
parents have struggled 
with distant learning 
and schools being closed 
throughout this pandem-
ic. They’re very anxious 
and wanting to know 
if and when their kids 
will be back to school in 
September,” she said. 
“As a former teacher 
and someone who ran 
an education nonprofit 
that’s deeply engaged 
in schools, I definitely 
understand the stress 
of waiting to see what 
schools will do.” 

Lacet, a Mattapan-
based attorney and for-
mer Boston Police officer, 

waged two unsuccessful 
campaigns against Cul-
linane in the last two 
cycles. He told the Re-
porter last week that the 
inability to door-knock 
to reach voters has not 
hindered his outreach. 

“With COVID-19, we 
can’t really canvass, 
so we’ve been making 
a lot of calls. With the 
progressive movement 
that’s going on, folks are 
calling us and saying 
‘It’s time.’ It’s a beauti-
ful political movement,” 
said Lacet.

“The district needs to 
vote for people they know 
and it’s time for a change. 
It can’t be business as 
usual; we need to move 
away from the status 
quo,” he said. “And if we 
can’t do that now, then 
when are we going to do 
it? It’s time for a district 
that’s 85 percent people 
of color, that was created 
for people of color, to be 
led by a person of color.” 

Lacet noted for the 
record his participation 
in the Greater Mat-
tapan Neighborhood 
Council and his regular 
attendance at various 
Dorchester and Mat-
tapan civic association 
meetings. 

“I’ve been out here in 
the district doing the 
work. Some of the other 
candidates haven’t been 
out here at the civic 
meetings about develop-
ment,” he said. “Some 
folks want to lead when 
they haven’t actually 
led,” he said. 

Lacet said he has the 
support of Ruth Georges, 
the former Mattapan 
neighborhood liaison 
from the Mayor’s office.  
“There’s a major fear 

out there of things never 
turning back to normal 
because of the fact that 
COVID cases might be 
back on the rise,” he 
said, “People are also 
concerned about kids not 
being able to go to school. 
There’s a major concern 
out there with families 
and they’re talking about 
it a lot.” 

Everett, a practicing 
attorney and Mattapan 
resident, ran unsuc-
cessfully for the 12th 
Suffolk seat in 2013. She 
spent 12 years as a state 
employee, including as 
deputy chief of staff for 
Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz 
and chief of staff for the 
Department of Transi-
tional Assistance.

She told the Reporter 
that “families are mak-
ing very hard decisions 
about what going back 
to work looks like and 
trying to figure out as a 
community how we can 
coalesce together about 
childcare solutions.”

Everett noted that 
when pandemic unem-
ployment assistance 
halts, many could be 
left in difficult posi-
tions. “This month is the 
last month for pandemic 
unemployment so a lot of 
extra money that fami-
lies have been receiving 
will go away,” she said. 
“They really do have to 
get back to work. It’s 
going to be a very hard 
month and summer for 
a lot of families.”

Workforce and child-
care issues are not “sec-
ond to” the Black Lives 
Matter movement, said 
Everett. “Obviously, 
that’s not a “second to” 
or more important than 
the Black Lives Matter 

Tuesday through Saturday from 5-10
We will still be offering 

curbside pick up – 

Give us call, place your order, 
pay over the phone 

and call us when you arrive!

Now featuring cafe style sidewalk dining
Menu updated daily 

(follow us on FB for details!)
1918 Dot Ave, 617.822.1918

REOPENING IN MId-July
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www.sweetlifelowermills.com
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For 12th Suffolk hopefuls, campaigning a moveable mode 

By coLin a. young 
State HouSe
newS Service

While managing the 
ongoing response to an 
outbreak of one some-
times-fatal virus, state 
officials are gearing 
up for an active sum-
mer season for another 
one, but the messaging 
to keep residents safe 
shares many similari-
ties.

Whether it’s the coro-
navirus that causes CO-
VID-19 or the mosquito-
borne eastern equine 
encephalitis (EEE) virus 
that appears primed for 

an active summer, the 
main message from Gov. 
Baker, Public Health 
Commissioner Monica 
Bharel and others Tues-
day was that it’s up to 
each individual to take 
appropriate steps to 
limit the risk of exposure.

“The key to our mes-
sage is about taking 
personal protective mea-
sures,” Bharel said at 
a press conference in 
Plymouth. She added, 
“We’ve all been spend-
ing a lot of time indoors 
related to COVID-19 and 
we want the residents of 
Massachusetts to go out-
side and enjoy outdoor 
time with their families. 
But just like we asked 
you to take precautions 
against the other virus 
that causes COVID, we 
ask you to take enhanced 
precautions against EEE 
so that we can protect 
ourselves and continue 
to enjoy the outdoors.”

Bharel said people 
across Massachusetts, 
not just areas that com-

monly see cases of EEE, 
should use mosquito 
repellents with an EPA-
registered active ingredi-
ent, wear long sleeves 
and long pants when out-
doors to reduce exposed 
skin, and stay aware of 
mosquito activity in the 
community.

And by the end of 
this week, legislation 
granting the administra-
tion new powers to run 
a statewide mosquito 
control response when 
the threat of EEE or 
other mosquito-related 
diseases is high could 
be one step closer to the 
governor’s desk, House 
Speaker Robert DeLeo’s 
office said.

The state is launching 
a public awareness cam-
paign to remind people of 
the threat of EEE and the 
ways to stay safe during 
mosquito season, and 
will post the messages 
on digital billboards, 
on social media and 
streaming services, and 
on television. 

State braces for new viral 
threat: mosquito driven EEE
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SIMPLY FREE CHECKING
MAKES LIFE SIMPLE

• Instant Issue ATM/VISA® check card
  with access to Allpoint® network

• Online Banking, Bill Pay
  and e-Statements

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

• Mobile Banking, People Pay
  and Check Deposit

• Plus, get your FREE GIFT when you    
  open any new checking account!

800.657.3272    EBSB.com

$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Other fees may apply, see schedule of fees for details. 
Free gift is awarded when account is opened. Please note, in the event the value of the free gift exceeds $10, the bank 
is required to report the gift value on form 1099-INT. The recipient is responsible for all applicable taxes. Bank rules and 
regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.

Member FDIC | Member DIF
NMLS # 457291

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank
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CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Takes Part in 30th Annual 
Rodman Ride for Kids Virtual Event 
September 26th: Our beloved Board 
Member Don Rodman who was such a 
great leader, philanthropist and 
supporter of BGCD said “people give to 
people and it’s not for me, it is for the 
kids”. This year the Ride is virtual but 
no less important. We are giving you 
the opportunity to help. Whether you 
get on a bike, create your own 
adventure or just spread the word - 
you’re making a difference! We know 
that fundraising now is difficult, but 
like any challenge - we need to face it 
head on together! We have a special 
incentive that if the Club recruits 25 
team members in July who commit to 
raising $300 by Ride day in Septem-
ber, the Ride will match at an addi-
tional $200! Join Team BGCD today at 
rodmanrideforkids.donordrive.com/
event/bgcd2020 and help us cross the 
finish line! 

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Gets Ready for Virtual 
Summer Programming for 
Members: Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dorchester will be continuing our 
“BGCD At Home” Virtual Programming 
this Summer. Mondays through 
Thursdays we will be providing 
activities such as Brain Games, Boxing, 
Body + Fuel Fitness, Art, Reading and 
more! Programs will run from July 13th 
to August 21st and will meet online via 
Zoom.

We will also be hosting Family Movie 
Nights every Wednesday at 6:30 PM 
online via Zoom. We will be watching 
some of your favorite new movies like 
Trolls, Coco, Sonic and more. Make 
sure to RSVP with Brendan!

For more information or to register, 
please e-mail Brendan McDonald at 
bmcdonald@bgcdorchester.org with 
your child’s name and age. 

DID YOU KNOW: 
BGCD Partners with Department of 
Youth Engagement & Employment 
for Teens: BGCD is excited to partner 
with Mayor Martin Walsh and the 
City of Boston’s Department of Youth 
Engagement & Employment (DYEE), 
the Boston Private Industry Council, 
and the John Hancock M.L.K. Scholars 
program to provide 100+ deserving 
teens with a summer employment 
opportunity. Our teens will be working 
on-site as well as taking part in 
virtual learning opportunities. In 
addition, the teens will be taking part 
in career development seminars, 
wellness activities and financial 
literacy seminars. The Career Prep/
College Fellows program at BGCD is 
designed to help expose members to 
hands-on learning opportunities while 
showcasing a variety of career paths 
after high school, including the College 
selection, application, and financial 
process. 

BGCD Gets Ready for Virtual Summer Programming for Members: See 
details below. 

BGCD Takes Part in 30th Annual Rodman Ride for Kids Virtual Event 
September 26th: See details below.

            BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER   

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPDATES

Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester has a 
Safety Commission who will be over-
seeing our re-opening. We appreciate 
all of our staff and partners who have 
worked to help keep our members and 

families safe. 

For resources or to make a donation to 
our Clubs, please go to our website at 

bgcdorchester.org. For those in need of 
assistance, please call our Club Com-
munity Hotline @ 617-288-7120 ext. 

(4444) or email us at info@bgcdorches-
ter.org. Thank you, we will get through 

this together! 

#WeAreDorchester
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GRIFFIN, Thomas J. 
of Dorchester. Husband 
of the late Robin M. (Ni-

hill). Father of Thomas 
M. Griffin and his wife, 
Kendra, of Raynham, 
and Bryan J. Griffin of 
Dorchester. Grandfa-
ther of 4. Son of the late 
Louise T. (Hannahan) 
and Thomas G. Griffin. 
Brother of Patricia Grif-
fin, John Griffin, and 
the late Joseph Grif-
fin and Robert Griffin. 
Also survived by many  
nieces, nephews, and 
friends. Thomas was a US 

Army Veteran, serving in 
Vietnam. Donations in 
Thomas’ memory may be 
made to Massachusetts 
Fallen Heroes, 12 Chan-
nel St. Suite 703, Boston, 
MA 02210.

MUWAMBA, Freder-
ick Saidi, 67 was born 
in Durban, South Africa.  
Fred was the first born 
of the late Frederick 
Stanley Muwamba and 
Regetta Muwamba. In 
1981 Fred emigrated to 
the USA. He attended 
the University of Ne-
braska in the early 1980s. 
Thereafter, he worked for 
the Four Seasons Hotels 

in Boston and later in 
Seattle. He worked as a 
nurse at Tufts Medical 
Center. He retired in 
2018. Fred is survived 
by his mother, Regetta 
Muwamba, and his sister, 
Dahlia Mhango.

RECENT OBITuARIES

15 Broad Street
Boston, MA 02109

617-423-4100

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN

GREENHOUSE NOW OPEN
for your home gardening and cemetery needs

COVID-19 restrictions will be in place

Cedar Grove Cemetery

A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Chapel available for: Weddings, memorial services, and celebra-
tory masses. Indoor Services available for winter burials. Green-
house on premises for fresh flowers. Columbarium for cremated 
remains. Plant a tree program.

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

NEW CALVARY CEMETERY
Serving the Boston Community since 1899 - Non Sectarian

Reasonable pricing and many options to choose from.
Grave pricing starting at $1,200

Package pricing from $3,800  (includes grave purchase, first 
opening & liner for a weekday service). Cremation Niches 
starting at $1,400 (Includes Niche Purchase, First Opening 

& Inscription)
617-296-2339

12 Month No Interest on Grave Purchases, 
Pre Need Opening Arrangements

Lots with multiple graves and oversized graves available.
Package price only available for an ‘at need’ service.

Overtime Fees apply to Saturday and Holiday Interments
Other options available at Mt. Benedict Cemetery 

in West Roxbury

The B.C.C.A. Family of Cemeteries
Main Office located at: 

366 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
Pricing information and  maps available online at:

www.BostonCemetery.org
617-325-6830             info@bcca.comcast.net

“Caring for your life’s journey...”

Service times and directions at:
www.dolanfuneral.com

 Funerals
 Cremations
 Pre-Arrangements

460 GRANITE AVENUE

MILTON, MA 02186

617~698~6264

1140 WASHINGTON STREET

DORCHESTER, MA 02124

617~298~8011

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU20D0657DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
PHUOC TAN NGUYEN

vs.
NGOC TUONG NHI VU

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Dan Tran, 
Esq., Law Office of Dan N. Tran, 1377 
Dorchester Ave., 2nd Floor, Dorchester, 
MA 02122 your answer, if any, on or before 
08/06/2020. If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: June 23, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: July 9, 2020

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU20D0641DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
THOA THI KIM TRAN

vs.
LONG PHUOC NGUYEN

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant a 
divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown of the 
Marriage. The Complaint is on file at the 
Court. An  Automatic Restraining Order 
has been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Dan Tran, 
Esq., Law Office of Dan N. Tran, 1377 
Dorchester Ave., 2nd Floor, Dorchester, 
MA 02122 your answer, if any, on or before 
08/24/2020. If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: June 24, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: July 9, 2020

LEGAL NOTICES

AMI - Area Median Income as of 4/1/20.  Income, asset & use restrictions apply. 
Preferences apply. Selection by lottery.  Income limits based on HUD guidelines 
and subject to change. For more info, language assistance, or reasonable 
accommodations for persons with disabilities, please call or email.

Type
Studio

1BR
1BR
1BR

# of
Apts. 

2
17
16
19

Rent
$1,120
$1,440
$1,200

**

Income
Limit
50%
60%
50%
30%

Minimum
Income
$33,600
$43,200
$36,000

n/a

Rents

#HH
1
2

30% AMI
$26,850
$30,700

50% AMI
$44,800
$51,200

60% AMI
$53,760
$61,440

Income Limits

Information Session: 
7/22/20

Please visit
HearthAtFourCorners.com

for more information

Apply online https://bit.ly/hearth4corners or by phone 508.513.5223 
(TTY 711) 9 am - 5 pm daily or from 3-7 pm on 7/15 & 7/29 & on the 
following Saturdays: 7/25 & 8/8 from 9-1 pm

Mail completed application to: Peabody Properties c/o Hearth at Four 
Corners, 536 Granite Street, Braintree, MA 02184 or email to 
Hearth4Corners@peabodyproperties.com

Deadline: Last day for paper application distribution, online submissions 
& postmark date is 8/13/20. 

Mixed-Income Apartment Community
Studio  & 1 Bedroom/Selection by Lottery

~ A 62 & Over Community ~

 ∙ **Rent determined by PHA based on applicant’s income
 ∙ Minimum income requirements do not apply to 
households with housing assistance

 ∙ 8 mobility accessible units available - 3@60%, 5@30% 
AMI

 ∙ 2 sensory hearing units available - 1@60%, 1@30% AMI
 ∙ 19 - 30% 1-bed assisted units not included in the 
lottery 

 ∙ 8-homeless. Contact HomeStart 
(www.homestart.org/bostonhsa) 

 ∙ 11 with referrals from FCF/DMH

HEARTH 
AT FOUR CORNERS
16 Ronald Street, Dorchester, MA 02121

Applications available 
7/13/20 thru 8/11/20 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P0964EA

ESTATE OF:
ANN DONOVAN

DATE OF DEATH: 05/10/2020
A  petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Seamus P. 
Cooke of Norwood, MA and Patrick C. Cooke 
of Boston,MA requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 08/14/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: June 26, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: July 9, 2020

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU20P0845EA

ESTATE OF:
JOSEPH DePALMA

DATE OF DEATH: 11/02/2015
To all interested persons: 
A  petition for S/A - Late and Limited Formal 
Testacy and/or Appointment has been filed 
by Denise R. Lewis of Boston, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. The Petitioner requests that: 
Denise R. Lewis of Boston, MA  be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 07/31/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration 
Under The Massachusetts Uniform 

Probate Code (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: June 19, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
Published: July 9, 2020

LEGAL NOTICES
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR 

APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN 
FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON 

PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket No. SU20P0909GD

in THE MATTER OF: 
CELESTE S. CASTILLO-PINEDA

of BOSTON, MA 
RESPONDENT 

Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all other 

interested persons, a petition has been 
filed by Milvia Castillo-Pineda of Boston, 
MA in the above captioned matter alleging 
that Celeste S. Castillo-Pineda is in need 
of a Guardian and requesting that Milvia 
Castillo-Pineda of Boston, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed as Guardian 
to serve on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that 
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on file with this 
court and may contain a request for certain 
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 07/16/2020. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice 
of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: June 16, 2020
Published: July 9, 2020

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR 

APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATOR 
OR OTHER PROTECTIVE ORDER 

PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304, & §5-405

Docket No. SU20P1051PM
IN THE MATTER OF 

RAFAEL GONZALEZ-SANTOS
of DORCHESTER, MA

RESPONDENT 
(Person to be Protected/Minor)

To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been 
filed by Boston Medical Center of Boston, 
MA in the above captioned matter alleging 
that Rafael Gonzalez-Santos is in need of 
a Conservator or other protective order and 
requesting that Anne Gonzalez-Surita of 
Dorchester, MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as Conservator to 
serve Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is disabled, 
that a protective order or appointment  of 
a Conservator is necessary, and that the 
proposed conservator is appropriate. The 
petition is on file with this court.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 08/11/2020. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of your objec-
tion within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 

limit or completely take away the above-
named person’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.

Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

Date: June 30, 2020
Published: July 9, 2020

SEND UPDATES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM

SEE NEW EVENTS DAILY AT  
DOTNEWS.COM

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CARNEY HOSPITAL

AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to modify 
an existing installation on a 125-foot build-
ing at 2100 Dorchester Avenue, Dorchester, 
Suffolk County, MA. Public comments re-
garding the potential effects from this site 
on historic properties may be submitted 
within 30-days from the date of this publica-
tion to: Amanda Sabol – CBRE, 70 West 
Red Oak Lane, White Plains, NY 10604, 
whiteplainsculturalresources@cbre.com 
or (914) 694-9600.



July 9, 2020   THE REPORTER         Page 19dotnews.com

C O R C O R A N 

Companies 

Corcoran Jennison’s portfolio includes, residential housing, hotels, resorts, 
health facilities, academic campuses, retail centers, and golf courses.  

corcoranjennison.com  |  cjapts.com  |  cmjapts.com 

Harbor Point on the Bay, Dorchester, MA 

Doubletree Hotel, Boston Bayside 
Dorchester, MA 

Ocean Edge Resort & Golf Club  
Brewster, MA 
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 Kiann Alleyne  Dnaja Alexander Nagae Anderson Keni Andrews Kiara Atherton Sherikka Bird Matthew Blaney  Takia Boykins Matthew Bruce

 Endiya Brown Kaylen Buffong Rocky Bui Trevane Brown Rakim Butler Trinity Byson Abigail Cadogan  Jeffrey Chan Morvens Chery

Gemeni Crenshaw Duc Duong Solanlly Estrella Vashti Exavier Daniel Graham Keon Henderson Jared Hill  Daveeno Hyatt  Abigail Jean 

Michael Wuschke, Jr. Talia Marc
Valedictorian

Daniyah Johnson Jamilex Key  Jeff Labatte Kimberly Labatte Mandel Kaya Leevandermeer Cheyeanne Marshall Melina Marquis  Montero Massicott
     Leary-Fernandes

Toni Mauge-Franklin Andy Mendez Ana Mullaly Anaiya Montgomery  Karla Nicholson Raymond Omorodion Gustavo Orengo, Jr.  Marvin Patterson

Natalia Pimentel Gabe Santiago Keven Semedo Tanea Stevenson  Samantha Stickney Jahai Still-Brodie Jaquan Stroud  Dcarra Teixeira

Kyara Washington     Breanna White

to our 2020 
Henderson Inclusion School Graduates! 

We are so proud of you 
and cannot wait to see how far you’ll go! 

Remember, we are always 
here for you and 

“we are always better together.”

Not pictured: Anabel Argueta
Angelina Bennett

Ricardo Lynch
Iyanna Richards-Shaheed

Tedeek Rogers
Taijon Santiago

Peter Truong
Sania Vernet

Alexander Williams
Elliot Williams


